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Why the Congress is Delayed. 

T HE Jewish Congress Organization has been sev¬ 
erely criticized by friends of the Congress move¬ 
ment on the ground that practical steps for the 
calling of the preliminary conference to organ¬ 
ize the Congress has been unduly delayed. This is a 
criticism which is not warranted by the facts. The 
Congress Organization Commitee being sincerely in¬ 
terested in uniting all American Jewry for the Con¬ 
gress, has eagerly pursued every opportunity to bring 
about a union of effort. For the past six months, it 
has been negotiating with the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee and the National Workmen’s Committee. 
When the negotiations started, the American Jewish 
Committee was determined not to co-operate in the or¬ 
ganization of the Congress, and insisted upon the 
calling of a limited conference of national organiza¬ 
tions, on a privately selected basis, meeting in secret 
session. Then the National Workmen’s Convention 
endorsed the Congress, but insisted that its program 
should be agreed to in advance. This program, a for¬ 
midable document, was intended to exclude the bring¬ 
ing up at the Congress of the definite proposition: A 
Jewish homeland in Palestine. Preceding the action 
of the National Workmen’s Convention, the Congress 
Organization Committee carried on negotiations with 
the American Jewish Committee, which were broken 
off by the latter committee. Popular feeling was 
against its limited conference. At this juncture, the 
National Workmen’s Committee entered the field, and 
using the entrance of this Committee as a pretext, the 
American Jewish Committee abandoned its limited 
conference, and thereafter the negotiations were car¬ 
ried on by sub-committees of three committees. A 


great deal of time was spent in these negotiations. At 
first, the National Workmen’s Committee seemed to be 
anxious to go hand in hand with the American Jewish 
Committee, but then the Congress Organization Com¬ 
mitee accepted its program, and it had no option but to 
decide to lean to the side of the Congress Committee. 
The results of these negotiations were submitted to 
the annual meeting of the American Jewish Commit¬ 
tee, which decided to endorse the Congress on a demo¬ 
cratic basis, but insisted that it must not be held until 
after the termination of hostilities. At first, no one 
imagined that this condition was an ultimatum. But 
when the sub-committees met again, it was clear that 
the American Jewish Committee would not participate 
in the preliminary conference unless the three sub¬ 
committees agreed in advance as to the date of the 
Congress. It is clear, therefore, that the Congress Com¬ 
mittee has done every thing within reason to meet 
with the views of the American Jewish Committee, 
but it has taken a long time to discover just what that 
Committee intended doing. The Natioanl Workmen s 
Committee is now willing to have the preliminary con¬ 
ference decide date, place, program, etc., of the Con¬ 
gress, provided only that if the program contradicts 
the resolution adopted by the National Workmens 
Convention, the National Workmen’s Committee 
breaks into its constituent elements, and each 
part is free to remain in the Conference or to withdraw. 
The Congress Committee therefore decided that it 
would put the situation up to the various committees 
frankly and definitely. It has asked them to decide 
what they intended doing by January 15th. If the 
American Jewish Committee refuses by that date to 
join in the call for the preliminary conference unless 
the conference is prohibited from calling the Congress 
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before the termination of hostilities, then the Con¬ 
gress Committee, with the National Workmen’s Com¬ 
mittee, will proceed to call the preliminary confer¬ 
ence. If the National Workmen’s Committee by that 
date also refuses to participate in the calling of the pre¬ 
liminary conference, then the Congress Committee, 
having exhausted all means for arriving at unity of ac¬ 
tion by American Jewry, will appeal directly to the 
people, and call the preliminary conference itself. 

What a Congress Can Do. 

LARGE number of people, solicitous for the 
welfare of the Jewish nationality, think that 
the Congress need do nothing more than ex¬ 
press the demands of the Jews for their rights. 
It is admitted that the expression of our demands, the 
articulation of our protest against the treatment ac¬ 
corded us by various governments and nationalities, 
should find place in the transactions of a Jewish Con¬ 
gress. But the formulation of demands are only in¬ 
cidental to the issue that confronts the Jewish people. 
What we want now is the abandonment of the “shtad- 
lon” method. The Congress also would endorse the 
“shtadlon” method if it formulated our demands, and 
left the execution of them to a committee. This would 
mean the organization of Jewry in order to have demo¬ 
cratically elected “shtadlonim,” nothing more. We 
must radically alter our status in life. We are now 
called upon to recognize that demands must have 
muscle and power behind them if they are to be re¬ 
garded as more than mere platonic exhortations. 
The breaking of the treaty with Russia by the United 
States was not a piece of “shtadlon” diplomacy, al¬ 
though it was effected by unofficial “shtadlonim.” It 
was in reality the first genuine bit of Jewish diplom¬ 
acy based upon real politics. There was power behind 
the abrogation of the treaty, power wielded by the Jews 
of this country. When Herzl engaged in diplomacy, he 
had in mind the assembling of power in the form of 
the Jewish Colonial Trust, the National Fund, the 
Congress, backed by men and women willing to sacri¬ 
fice their lives for the Jewish cause. But when Jews 
of this country, through their government, make de¬ 
mands upon Russia or revived Poland for the Jews 
living in those lands, such demands will have no value 
unless the Jews formulating these demands are pre¬ 
pared to sacrifice material possessions, to sacrifice life, 
if necessary, in order that the demands may be con¬ 
ceded. Diplomacy nowadays deals with the balanc¬ 
ing of power. Where there is no effective power, 
there can be no diplomacy worthy of the name. When 
the American Jewish Congress is convened, it will 
have to he the expression not only of the vocal or 
philosophic or literary ability of the Jews there as¬ 
sembled. It will have to be backed up by men and 
women willing to make appreciable sacrifices in order 
that the demands made shall be realized. The Con¬ 
gress is the first step in the organization of the Jew¬ 
ish people. It will he the first step in the direction of 
distributing the responsibility, as well as the privileges, 
connected with Jewish citizenship. Only when looked 
at in this way, will the Congress have value. 

“The Forwarts” and Zionism. 

ECENT attacks of “The Forwarts” upon Zion¬ 
ism may be taken as indicative of an interesting 
development in Jewish socialism. The organ¬ 
ized form of socialistic propaganda among the 
Jews, the machine of Jewish socialism, which “The 
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Forwarts” has become after years of intrigue and un¬ 
scrupulous internal politics, is now fighting desperately 
for control of its adherents. This machine, which for 
years consistently boycotted every vestige of Jewish 
interest, now finds that its followers are getting other 
ideas. The doctrine that denies nationality to the 
Jewish people, while conceding it to other peoples and 
other proletarian groups, is becoming a decidedly un¬ 
popular doctrine. In the face of the crisis in Jewish 
life precipitated by the war, the Jewish workmen, 
while socialistic, feel keenly their national kinship. 
The ideas of “The Forwarts” are meeting with ob¬ 
stacles, and they can no longer move the Jewish work¬ 
men and can no longer influence them. These same 
workmen, as was evidenced at the National Work¬ 
men’s Convention, are prepared to destroy the machine 
which aims to atrophy all Jewish national instincts. 
In the development of Zionist sentiment, “The For¬ 
warts” group sees a menace to its control of the radi¬ 
cal Jewish masses. This is a menace not to socialism, 
but to socialistic machine politics. Instead of acting 
like the socialists of other countries with regard to 
their national problems, the controllers of “The For¬ 
warts” machine have decided to go ahead in blunder¬ 
buss fashion with an attempt to destroy the force that 
is bound to kill its power, as long as it resists the en¬ 
trance of new ideas. The same machine has in times 
past met opposition in the same way. It killed the 
reputation of self-sacrificing socialists who build up 
the power of socialism in Jewish life not by machine 
politics, but by fine character, idealism, and self-sacri¬ 
fice. If boycotted men who sought to teach the Jew¬ 
ish masses some thing more than can be taught by an 
obscene novel or by the “bintel-brief.” It thinks to use 
the same methods in opposition to Zionism. “The 
Forwarts” has too long allowed its Jewish conscious¬ 
ness to slumber. It has too long served the idol of its 
own making. It is now unable to wield any effective 
weapon against Jewish nationalists, who stand upon a 
platform of Jewish dignity and self-assertiveness. It 
has lost the power to speak to the Jewish workman on 
subjects that relate to his spiritual well-being. Its 
leaders have waxed fat with power. They have lost 
contact with the ideals and aspirations of their fol¬ 
lowers. 

The Emergency Fund. 

E regard it of importance to have Zionists un¬ 
derstand the place of the Emeriency Fund in 
Zionist work. There has been confusion in 
the minds of Zionists as to what the Emer¬ 
gency Fund was being used for. The Emergency 
Fund is that Fund of the Provisional Committee 
which enables us to maintain our Zionist institutions 
in Palestine, the administrative and organization force 
needed to enable us to do all our general work for 
Palestine, and uphold the Zionist position in Jewish 
affairs. The Provisional Committee has undertaken to 
transfer money for individuals here to individuals in 
Palestine. This work involves the Provisonal Com¬ 
mittee in a large expense, but no charge is made to 
the remitters of the money for the service rendered. 
This so-called Transfer Account is now sending on an 
average of $1,000 per day to individuals in Palestine. 
The cost of the Transfer service must be met by the 
Provisional Committee. The Palestine Relief work 
must be distinguished from the maintenance of Zion¬ 
ist institutions in Palestine. Our relief work is extra 
work. It does not come within the scope of the orig¬ 
inal program of the Provisional Committee. But the 
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Nationalism vs. Zionism 

BY LEON M. HERBERT. 



JHIS is the time of the world-war, 
primarily waged for “Weltpolitik.” 
I'o the issues of this w ; ar there has 
been tacked on the issue of National¬ 
ism. Zionism as a branch of the Na¬ 
tionalistic movement has now at last 
the opportunity of its life to present its 
claims to the attention of Europe and demand equal 
consideration with those of the other smaller national¬ 
ities whose status wdll be subject to readjustment 
along more natural lines. It may, therefore, not be 
amiss to examine here the subject of Nationalism, in 
relation to the philosophy of Zionism : 

Nationalism is best considered in conjunction wdth 
its antithesis Cosmopolitanism, a tendency which has 
found nowhere so strong adherents as among our 
own scattered, disjointed, unterritorial people. Cos¬ 
mopolitanism affects to see in the, not very distant, 
future a disappearance of all nations, as political and 
cultural entities, their merging and absorption into 
one grand universal wwld-nation, speaking one 
world-language and inspired by one grand, common 
aim of life. This beautiful utopia has found its 
champions largely among the ultra-radicals and among 
socialist leaders, such as Kautsky, who even goes to 
the length of demonstrating, by what process and 
gradations these national differences, especially the 
national languages, will march to their extinction. 
Holding such or similar views our own Cosmopolites 
—insofar as they do not belie themselves, as some 
do, by the claim that there is no Jewish nationality 
at all—clamor about the uselessness of reenacting our 
nationality politically or its fortification in the diaspora 
against assimilation by erecting a cultural center in 
Palestine, pending disappearance of the nations, as 
they claim. 

To this the reply of the Nationalists is that the 
nations normally living and undergoing the normal 
vicissitudes of life, especially modern life, do not die, 
cannot die. 

There is no reason to suppose that a nationality 
and all that constitutes and characterizes it can dis¬ 
appear, when the great mass of individuals compos¬ 
ing that nation find their livelihood on the soil on 
which they live and will be able to continue to live on 
it in view of modern, scientific exploitation of soil 
and when all the great cultural nationalistic activity 
will go on as heretofore. To put it tersely, there is no 
possible way whereby under modern conditions, a 
German peasant, say, living in the heart of Ger¬ 
many and a French artisan living in the heart of 
France, each surrounded, as they are, by their respec¬ 
tive national atmospheres can cease to be nationally 
what they are and, at long range, assimilate, become de- 
Germanized or de-Gallicized and instead, cosmopol- 
itanized. Such assimilation requires the presence 
of both of these types in one locality and there, too, 
it will not be a question of either of them yielding 
up what is typical in them and acquiring some third 
type, but as is the case with assimilation everywhere, 
the weaker type will yield to the stronger which then 
becomes the predominant. This, of course, would not 


be found affecting the problem of the persistence of 
the respective nationality at all, and least of all will it 
hardly be the cosmopolitan ideal, because it would not 
make for the disappearance of nations. 

The only disturbing factors in this connection are 
emigration and the natural increase of population. 
Upon closer scrutiny, however, neither of these will 
have an effective bearing upon the subsidence of na¬ 
tionalism and the realization of the cosmopolitan 
utopia. 

Emigration is generally due to warped economic 
development and prevalence of conditions making it 
impossible for an overflow of the population to sub¬ 
sist on the national soil. It would take us far afield 
to discuss this most interesting and important pheno¬ 
menon of modern life, much as we might like to in 
view of the fact that emigration plays so important 
a part in the life of our people. 

Suffice it to state here, that no student of the sub¬ 
ject regards emigration as a sempiternal phenomenon 
but on the contrary, as quite transitory. Much of 
emigration, if not all, could he prevented by a 
different distribution of wealth and regulation of the 
labor market, in fact by a thorough-going overhauling 
of the social machinery in each land. With scientific 
handling it might be obviated entirely. But still, 
admitting for a moment that it is a standing pheno¬ 
menon, emigration affects with every normal people 
(that is, excluding us) a small percentage only of the 
entire nation and, furthermore, the places vacated by 
the emigrants are soon taken by others who on ac¬ 
count of the resultant increase of elbow-room become 
more stably fixed in their homeland and emigration 
consequently diminishes in extent. The nations fur¬ 
nishing these emigrants become in fact relieved, and 
their national life flows on uninterruptedly, perhaps— 
owing to the emigrational tapping—more healthily 
than ever. How does that factor then destroy nation¬ 
ality? All it does is to pour humans of various na¬ 
tionalities, a small percentage of each upon nearly 
virgin soil, or where otherwise labor is required, 
where they either succumb to the influence of the 
dominant native race as with us here or, through 
lack of self-adaptation, migrate back to their native 
land, whereby their loss is made good again. If they 
stay in the new country, then instead of advancing 
the principle of cosmopolitanism, they complicate 
things more in the opposite direction, for they help 
in the production of a new nation, thus removing the 
cosmopolitan milennium quite a number of milestones. 
The effect of a great increase in population and its very 
remote effect upon nationalism may also be discounted. 
Such an increase goes mostly hand in hand with in¬ 
creasing economic development and the ability of the 
country to provide for all the increase—witness Ger¬ 
many’s rapid increase in population pacing equally 
with her economical development. If the country 
cannot provide sufficiently for the increase in popula¬ 
tion, that surplus is disgorged into emigrational chan¬ 
nels and when even these are occluded the surplus, 
by a self-regulational activity, diminishes, the rate 
of birth becoming low y er. Anyhow, such increase in 
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population affects a nation only insofar as it is evi¬ 
denced in emigration. This factor then, instead of 
making for cosmopolitanism, as some cosmopolitanists 
fondly imagine, has been shown to be fairly tame and 
harmless. The upshot then of all that was said here, 
is that nationalism is a persisting fact, that the vari¬ 
ous nationalities are not doomed as such to disappear, 
that while their political organization and political 
forms of living may undergo changes, their cultural 
content, because of their constantly flowing, unin¬ 
terrupted cultural life, is permanent. Hence nation¬ 
ality as a cultural entity is permanent and under nor¬ 
mal modern conditions not subject to death. Emigra¬ 
tion is really not a factor affecting the essential exis¬ 
tence of a given nationality. Nay, more, the very 
cosmopolites, adherents, as they are, for the most 
part, of socialism or anarchism, seeing as they do a 
speedy reorganization of society such as will make 
emigration unnecessary, ought least of all to doubt 
the permanence of nationalism—at least cultural 
nationalism—because realization of their aims would 
eliminate the chief disturbing factor—emigration. 
Emigration (not travel) they ought to know—is not 
undertaken unless absolutely needed, for it involves 
a most tragic breaking up of all economic, cultural 
and sentimental ties and is resorted to only as a final 
extremity. Hence, if their views were realized and 
emigration precluded, how then could nationalities 
disappear? On the contrary, each added year of his¬ 
tory, of cultural progress and cultural life weaves 
closer and closer the ties holding together each na¬ 
tionality, adds to the sum total of factors and achieve¬ 
ments by which each given nationality is not only 
strengthened, but is justified in its existence. 

The corollary for us Zionists from the thesis of 
the permanence of nationalism is natural enough to 
perceive: Since nations do not disappear, why should 
we? Where puny insignificant nationalities, that 
have given no important cultural values to the world 
such as the Serbs, Bulgarians, Rumanians, etc., are 
assured national existence, why should not we, the 
oldest civilized people of the Western World, admit¬ 
tedly of the highest capacity, who have ineffaceably 
left our impress upon the history of the world? 

There are those of course, such as the Jewish 
founders of Socialism, Ferdinand Lasalle and Karl 
Marx, who urged our submergence among our host- 
nations. Such urging was done, by the way, at just 
the time when another Socialist confrere of theirs, 
Moses Hess, brought forth his attempt at a solution 
of this last nationalistic problem, pointing to Zionism 
as a better and truer solution. But such submergence 
is entirely futile, as the question of nationalism would 
hardly be solved thereby. There are others who assert 
that we are not a distinct nationality—but eine kon- 
fession, yet who fain would seek surcease of sorrow 
for Israel and who could only find it in complete ab¬ 
sorption by the other nations, thus bringing about a 
most inglorious ending of our history. They make ri¬ 
diculous the generations that have been martyred, so 
that we might live and carry on our heritage until the 
days of a happier existence for us, when our real living 
destiny will be exercised and none of that famous post¬ 
mortem one of the reform rabbis. 

These pitiful apologists of our national death may 
be discounted by virtue of the fact, that the Jewish 
people are as yet not ready to be eaten up and that the 
other nations are afraid of the indigestion which might 
be the result. 

So much for nationalism as an unescapable fact, 


the final persistence of which is undoubted, even if 
that were undesirable. But cultural nationalism is 
quite the reverse. It is most beneficial. 

The nation is the larger individual. If you will, inter¬ 
pret it along Hegelian lines as forming the true syn¬ 
thesis between the individual and all the rest of hu¬ 
manity. It is the vehicle by which the individual ex¬ 
presses himself to humanity at large, by which he 
works for all humanity. A great artist who produces 
cultural values—and we are not speaking merely of 
works of civilization, such as inventions, discoveries, 
innovations, etc., in the field of science which by virtue 
of their impersonal character are truly international— 
such an artist draws on his immediate environment 
which he knows thoroughly and naturally sympathizes 
with—his own national characters and happenings— 
and therefore understands. Indeed, the more truly 
the artist represents and typifies his own nation, 
the greater, the more genuine, is his service to the 
world, where only the true, the supremely true is of 
any account. 

Where an artist of one nationality tries to act as 
interpreter for another nationality, be his activities 
ever so earnest, his productions will rarely attain 
greatness. This is unfortunately the tragic case with 
Jewish artists among the other nations of the world. 
But wherever a great Jewish artist turns to Jewish 
subjects, he at once attains the pre-eminence denied 
him elsewhere—witness our own Bialik, Peretz, Lil¬ 
lian, Schatz, etc. 

This is one consideration. There is another one 
just as important; Nationality, being the result of 
an age-long adaptation of a race to natural and his¬ 
torical conditions such as climate, principal mode of 
living (trading, manufacture, etc.), relations toward 
neighbors, common efforts to ward off incursions of 
enemies, in many cases, common religion and, cer¬ 
tainly, common ideals and tendencies historically de¬ 
veloped, means distinct individuality, which means 
distinct national character. Now in the arena of uni¬ 
versal culture each nation brings to bear its cultural 
productions, results of that national particularity. 
This results in clash, in competition with those of 
other national individuals. Now, whatever be the 
views of the readers on competition in the economic 
field—let them prefer, if they will, co-operation— 
in the field of scientific inquiry and cultural activity 
competition is a conditio sine qua non. French lyrical 
poetry in the nineteenth century and French modem 
music bears the decided imprint of having been stim¬ 
ulated by a sort of national envy of similar German 
activity. German poetic literature of the eighteenth 
century had undergone decided stimulation by English 
literature. German literature—especially German ro¬ 
manticism—and Byron stimulated the development of 
the Russian and Polish literatures. Schiller stimulated 
our own secular Haskalah literature in Hebrew. Con¬ 
sider the influence of the French decadents upon Pol¬ 
ish, German and Russian literatures, of Ibsen upon mod¬ 
ern, especially German drama, etc., and the reactions 
thereupon. This is nothing if not cultural, intellectual 
competition produced by the clash of different na¬ 
tional entities. This is the friction productive of the 
sacred spark of cultural energy. And this divergence, 
between the nations is a potent cultural factor. Could 
this be, if there were naught in the world but a weari¬ 
some monotonous, platitudinous sameness as there is 
among the countless millions in China? 

This divergence, then, between the nations is not 
only a potent cultural factor, but a most advantageous 
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one. True, modern times produce a greater reap- 
proachment between the nations, a greater community 
of interests, but instead of resulting in a greater flat¬ 
tening out of the national characteristics, will not this 
rather result in a keener intellectual competition, in a 
heightened national cultural activity, which will 
strengthen the nationality and act against its subsi¬ 
dence? 

The final factor in our consideration of nationalism 
is the biological factor. The world needs the strongly 
characterized individuals who, permeated with a keen 
will to live, assert their personality in the face of all 
adversities, persist and conquer. The world needs the 
great national individuals in this clash of variety to 
help it to progress onward to its destiny, subjugation 
of nature and acquisition of happiness, to “Sich Ausle- 
ben” as the Germans call it, or “self-realization” as 
the Anglo-Saxons put it. The world needs all these 
marked individualities pregnant with vitality, brim¬ 
ming over with originality and endowed with creative¬ 
ness to help push it on to its destiny, to the fruition of 
the very purpose of life. It needs these national en¬ 
tities, not diluted, distributed in homeopathic doses, 
wielding an infinitesimal, unconscious, unnoticed and 
unnoted influence, as the mission theory of the reform 
rabbis craves for us, but integral beings strong unpar¬ 
celed, asserting their full one hundred per cent, individ¬ 
uality. The world needs them for its progress, for its 
well-being. Now, which of the other races presents as 
marked an individuality as does our own, as persist¬ 


ent, as original, or as creative? In a world of nations 
the Jewish Nation is wanted as an integral whole for 
its wonderful strength, its great conquests in the midst 
of greatest adversities, for its remarkable gifts, lor 
the recrudescence in its soul of its endless sufferings 
in the form of deepest lyricism. 

But why go only into the question whether the 
world needs us or not? Why intimate that if the 
world in its wisdom decides that our services are no 
longer necessary we must march toward our annihi¬ 
lation? Preposterous idea! Our very existence is a 
sufficient raison d’etre. We, at least those of us who 
want to persist as Jews, whether we have reason to 
be proud of our Jewishness or not, have the full, 
inalienable right to life as we want to live, just as 
the other human beings have. And we Zionists must 
see to it that we do live, that we are guaranteed na¬ 
tional existence by the re-creation of our national 
centre radiating forth life-giving energy to all the 
other centres, hard beset on all sides by the high- 
beating waves of differing culture threatening to en¬ 
gulf them. 

We must see to it, that in a world of nations, the 
Jewish Nation finds its place. There, instead of being 
the parasite, the symbiote of nations, we shall exer¬ 
cise our own individual activity, thirsty for living that 
we are. The martyr of fate, the pariah of the world 
will be redeemed! Zionism points toward that life 
and we shall as the Hebrew saying goes—Choose life! 
Hoc signo vincemus! 



Copyrighted by Underwood and Underwood. 
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In Quest of Moshiach 

BY RUFUS LEARSI. 


HE moonless sky was all aglitter with 
multitudes of stars and the face of the 
river heaved with trembling bands of 
white and yellow light. The swift 
rushing of the river past the piles and 
barges was heard below the edge of 
the wharf, where sat, huddled to¬ 
gether, ReuDy and little Davy. From the little park 
far behind them, the voices of young and old, the 
barking of dogs, and the muffled rumbling of an oc¬ 
casional vehicle reached them in a half-unreal haze of 
uniform sound. On the wharf not far behind them 
arose the melancholy tones of a Russian melody sung 
by some of Russia’s exiled children. 

"And did little Rebi say,” whispered Reuby "when 
will come Moshiach?” 

“He might to come any day,” little Davy whispered 
back. "He’s only waiting and waiting till all the 
Jews’ll be good and pious.” 

On the river in the distance there suddenly appeared, 
glorious and fairy-like, a vision of light. It blazed 
from the three decks of the excursion-steamer, speed¬ 
ing away to regions of bliss, and shimmered on the 
answering waters. Several broken strains of music 
arose in the night to lose themselves among the stars. 

"And what’ll he do first of all when he comes, 
Davy ?” 

"Ooh, Reuby, dontche know?” said little Davy 
dreamily, his eyes fixed on the dwindling vision of the 
boat in the distance. Suddenly the sound of the boat’s 
siren, far away and prolonged, reached their ears. 

"Well!” urged Reuby. 

"First of all,” Davy began, “he’ll stand up and blow 
his horn so all the bad ones’ll be frightened and they’ll 
all die, and all the good ones’ll be glad. Next of all, 
all the good ones in the cemeteries will stand up from 
their graves. And then, little Rebi says, Moshiach 
will build one bridge all out of paper and another one 
all out of iron. And the good ones’ll come over by 
the paper bridge all safe and happy, and the bad ones'll 
try to come over by the iron bridge, but it’ll break 
under ’em and they’ll fall in and be drownded.” 

“I’d have afraid to go on the paper bridge, Davy.” 

“Oh Reuby you’re a bad one sure” and little Davy 
shook his head gloomily. 

"No, I aint,” Reuby protested, “didn’t I knock 
Looky’s tooth out for calling little Rebi names? Only 
why couldn’t we get the iron bridge Davy; it’s bet- 
ter’n paper any time, believe me.” 

“No, no Reuby, you don’t understand” sighed Davy, 
watching the last beams from the steamer fade in the 
darkness. 

“Davy,” whispered his friend "where’ll they come 
to when they cross the bridge?” 

“To Jerusalem,” was the answer, "and everybody’ll 
sit down an’ eat only honey and drink only milk.” 

Reuby gave a big gulp. 

You know, Davy, he ought to hurry up. There’s 
such a lot o’ Jews go hungry these days—little Rebi, 
even.” 

“Little Rebi says he ought to be coming these days. 
Nobody knows, he might to come to-morrow if he 
wants to.” 


“And what’ll he look like, Davy ?” 

“Like a king, says little Rebi. Tall and strong, with 
his eyes all shining and his hair black and long.” 

“Like Samson who killed all the Philistines, eh 
Davy?” 

The singers of mournful Russian melodies had de¬ 
parted, and the sounds from the park were growing 
fainter and fainter. The water swished dreamily 
against the piles and barges below the wharf where 
sat the two little comrades. 

Suddenly a heavy step was heard and the light of a 
lantern jumped out of the darkness. Simultaneously, 
a gruff voice rang out: 

“Ye still here, ye haithcn brats,—Git, or I’ll braik 
yer shins fqr yer 1” 

Reuby and Davy jumped up and ran down the 
wharf. Before departing, however, they turned and 
hooted at the night watchman. 

“Mugsy McGoo-ook! Mugsy McGoo-ook!” they 
cried; and then having assured themselves of the de¬ 
sired effect from the threatening growl that came in 
reply, they fixed the time and place for their morrow’® 
meeting and disappeared in the maze of narrow streets. 

II 

On the morrow, the midsummer sun sparkled on the 
face of the river and made glorious even the aspect of 
the few scraggy trees and sparse patches of grass that 
went by the name of Waterside Park. At the further 
end of the park, away from the river rose the tene¬ 
ments, the windows and fire-escapes displaying an ar¬ 
ray of linen and bedding dazzling in the sunlight. 
There was a ring of gladness in the shrilling of the 
sirens, the clatter of trucks and the rhythmic calls of 
a band of longshoremen at work on the wharf. 

Along one of the sun-heated walks of the park 
strolled little Davy and Reuby, both fresh from a swim, 
their faces and bare legs absurdly clean, their matted 
hair still wet, swinging their tights above their heads 
by the strings, "dead-rat” fashion. 

“Davy” said Reuby, “Did you hear about it? The 
fellers say there is a new crazy come to the park and 
hanging around. There’s gonna be lots o’ fun.” 

“Little Rebi says it’s a sin to have fun with the 
crazies” declared Davy. “Sometimes a crazy is a great 
Zaddik, only people don’t believe him.” 

“There’s been a lot of ’em coming aroun’ the park, 
just the same, Davy. First of all they come, and stay 
aroun’ an’ next they go away an’ nobody knows where. 
The fellers say the cops take ’em away and put ’em 
in the bughouse.” 

"That’s because the fellers don’t leave ’em alone. 
They oughta have more pity on ’em, that’s what.” 

At this point the two friends broke off their con¬ 
versation and started at a run towards one of the 
benches around which a group of urchins were as¬ 
sembled. The group was in constant motion and to 
judge by the variety of sounds that emanated from 
it, something interesting and joyful was in progress. 

“What’s the matter?” asked the friends as they ar¬ 
rived. 

"The new crazy!” came the delighted answer. 

On the bench and forming the center of the group 
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sat a shabbily dressed individual, his well-formed 
neck bare, a dented derby on his head. His hair was 
jet-black and reached almost to his shoulders. His 
lace was framed in a short fluffy black beard. His 
features were striking for their regularity and beauty, 
especially his eyes which were large and shone bril¬ 
liantly but mournfully. 

“You let ’im alone Blinky, d’ye hear?” shouted 
Reuby to one of the urchins who was tickling the 
strange individual with a twig from behind. 

Davy made his way through the crowd. 

He stood a moment in awe before the solemn-faced 
stranger. 

“What’s your name?” he finally asked. 

“Moshe Moshiach!” came the reply in a deep voice. 

Little Davy stepped back as though frightened and 
at sight of him the others stopped their clamor. 

“Listen, ye Heavens, and 1 will speak and let the 
Earth hearken to the words of my mouth,” began the 
stranger, speaking loud and fast and gesticulating. 
“How long will the people pine in exile and the Chil¬ 
dren of Men be steeped in iniquity? The Heavens 
cry aloud for help and the earth moans in her misery. 
Why does the Czar drink blood and his ministers eat 
human flesh! Lo. I have come to lead you away; 
I will build a bridge for your feet and a shelter for 
your head, and the land shall flow with milk and 
honey. I will put the trumpet to my lips and the 
deaf shall hear me; for know you who I am? Moshe 
Moshiach is my name!” 

As the man spoke his aspect became almost terrify¬ 
ing. His eyes flashed, his nostrils trembled, his fact 
became transfigured. Little Davy was spell-bound. 
He understood little of what the man said, but he un¬ 
derstood enough. 

“Reuby” he whispered to his friend, “Did yer hear 
him, Reuby. He says he’s Moshiach!” 

“Ye—es,” came faintly from Reuby. 

Then Davy ventured, almost in a whisper: 

“Where do you come from, Moshe Moshiach?” 

But the man now looked sternly on the ground and 
made no reply. 

“What are you doing here?” Davy again inquired. 
But the man remained silent. Then, after a pause he 
began solemnly: 

“The birds fly to their nests in the trees, and the 
fishes swim to the clefts of the rocks. Where are the 
ravens that fed the prophet Elijah? They’ve become 
vultures, and now they devour his flesh. But I will 
seize them and slay them, they shall die at the sound 
of my trumpet. For the fat are greedy for food and 
my people are lean.” 

“Davy” whispered Reuby, “I think he says he’s 
hungry. Let’s take him away and get him something 
to eat.” 

“Come with us,” said Davy “if you are hungry.” 

And the man rose and took Davy’s hand. 

“Let us go,” said he. “It is time.” 

And the group of urchins, vaguely impressed and 
puzzled, looked after the tall straight figure receding 
with slow dignified steps, flanked by Reuby on one 
side and by little Davy on the other. 

Ill 

Into a narrow back-yard, cramped in by the high 
walls of the tenements, Davy and Reuby conducted 
their guest; for could they risk the wrath of unsenti¬ 
mental mothers by introducing him into the house? 
Reverently Davy invited him to sit on an upturned 
soap-box, while Reuby ran off to fetch food. 


Soon Reuby returned with the food, consisting of 
half a loaf of black bread and some onions, which 
Reuby had to snatch away stealthily. The guest fell 
upon it with marvellous avidity, swallowing great 
mouthfuls without seeming to do any chewing at all. 
And while he ate the two hosts held a whispered con¬ 
sultation. 

“Reuby,” declared Davy breathlessly, “he looks just 
like little Rebi said.” 

“Yes an’ he knows all about the milk an’ honey,” 
confided Reuby. 

“And he ain’t no crazy,” continued Davy. 

"No, he’s only hungry,” agreed Reuby, “but what’ll 
we do with him, Davy?” 

Little Davy seemed worried. 

“I tell you,” said he, after thinking a moment, “first 
we’ll tell little Rebi all about it. He'll tell us what 
to do. An’ you know what, we ll let little Rebi see 
him and talk to him. And then we’ll know for sure.” 

“Right you are Davy. We’ll take him over as soon 
as he’s through eatin’. ” 

“No, no Reuby. We mus’n’t take ’im to Rebi’s 
house. I am afraid of the Rebi’s wife. She might 
holler fierce about it. I’ll bring little Rebi to see him.” 

“Where? in the yard? wid all the wimmen looking 
on ?” 

“No Reuby, not in the yard. On the dock, to-night, 
that’s where. I tell you: you take care of him there— 
while; I’ll go and tell Rebi. An’ to-night, when its 
dark you bring him on the dock. Little Rebi an’ I’ll 
wait for you. Then we’ll know for sure.” 

“Look how ’e eats, Davy; I wisht I had to give 
him some honey instead of black bread and onions.” 

"He looks just like a picture of King David I seen 
in a story-book, Reuby.” 

“An’ he kin speech somethin’ great, eh, Davy?” 

“An' he looks also like the Lost Prince in the Violet 
Fairy Book.” 

“Ask ’im about the bridge, Davy, an' about the 
horn.” 

“No, no, let’s leave ’im alone. Little Rebi’ll ask ’im 
all about that.” 

“I think I better bring ’im some more bread, Davy.” 

And Reuby disappeared and soon returned with 
more bread and onions. 

“Now Reuby, you stay here wid him an’ I’ll go an 
tell little Rebi.” 

IV 

The blue of the twilight sky and the green of the 
river were growing deeper and the bands of light, bro¬ 
ken and trembling lengthened on the face of the water. 
In the west, between the chimney-stacks of the flour 
mill, one large white star was growing more and more 
luminous with the fading of the sunset glow. 

The bustle of work had long ceased on the wharf 
where stood waiting Davy and his Rebi, a remark¬ 
ably thin little man, the expression on his face like 
that of a happy child. 

“Oh Rebbcle,” murmured Davy, clasping the little 
man’s arm. “soon you will see him. He looks like a 
young king, tall and strong, with his eyes shinin’ and 
his hair black and long.” 

“Yes, Davele, but you must be calm. Remember, 
I promised to come with you only on condition that 
you calm yourself. Heavens, how excited you were!” 

“But you oughta hear ’im speech, Rebele! He 
makes with ’is hands; an’ his eyes, oh my! they just 
stick you through.” 
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“Yes, yes, I’ll see him, I’ll hear him, now just sit 
down here, Davy, and be quiet.” 

Then, after a pause: 

“Rebele, Reuby says he’ll walk better on the iron 
bridge. Aint he a fool?” 

“Yes, yes, he can’t see, he can’t feel as much as you, 
child. But tell me, when is he coming? It’s getting 
late.” 

“Soon, soon, Rebele. You mustn’t go away. You 
must see him.” 

“But suppose Davy, he is not the real Messiah?” 

But Davy looked at his Rebi with wide open eyes 
and made no answer. 

“You must know, child,” continued the little Rebi, 
"that there have been lots of false Messiahs, who 
came only to do us harm.” 

“Ah! but wait till you see mine!” 

“But even if yours should also turn out false, you 
must still promise to believe and hope that the true 
one will come. Do you promise Davy?” 

“Oh Rebele, I don’t know, I don’t know what you 
mean. Do you mean I must look for another one?” 

“Yes, you must always believe that the right one 
will come." 

“Yes, yes Rebele, I believe, I believe. But wait till 
you see mine, wait till you see mine.” 

The sky was now thick-strewn with myriads of 
stars. In the distance moaned the sirens. In the vari¬ 
ous nooks of the wharf human shadows, silent and 
mysterious, became visible. The tones of a melody. 


soft and sweet, chanted by one of Russia’s exiled 
children, arose in the night. 

“It is getting late, Davy.” 

“Oh Rebele, why don’t they come? I am so 
afraid?” 

“Oh they will come. Be sure Reuby will come.” 

And Reuby came. He came alone, breathless and 
excited. 

“They took him away!” he panted, “The cops, they 
took him away. I was cornin’ along with him Davy, 
just like you said, an’ all of a sudden he stops, and he 
looks at me fierce—my! but I was scared. And then 
he begins to speech, and to make wid his hands. An’ 
all the people on the street, they come aroun’ and 
they holler an’ they laugh. An’ he just goes on, 
Davy, louder and louder, and there was a big crowd. 
And then two cops came along and they took him to 
the station-house. I went along behind, and after a 
while, a ambulance from a hospital came, an’ I saw 
they put him in. And the wagon went off. Davy, 
I guess he must have been a crazy, after all 1” 

But Davy made no answer. He stood listening to 
his friend, white and motionless. And when Reuby 
had finished, he turned suddenly to his Kebi, flung his 
arms about the little man’s neck and hid his face on 
his bosom. 

“Oh, Rebele, Rebele,” he wept; and the cries of the 
anguished little soul mingled with the song of the 
Russian exiles, and the softened din of the teeming 
tenement-world behind them. 


Shall We Have A Coalition Actions Committee ? 

In a very vigorous letter of protest to the press which we are printing herewith, Vladimir Jabotinsky, the well- 
known publicist and propagandist, who is said to be the foremost Jewish orator of Russia and an indomitable Zionist, 
critizes the Actions Committee for its alleged inactivity in the face of the present crisis and suggests a re-organiza¬ 
tion of that body along coalition lines. Despite his rather bitter statement of his position, we are giving the substance 
of Jabotinsky’s letter because of the interesting and suggestive ideas to which it gives expression. 


To the Editor: 

Sir—I beg you to grant me the hospitality of your 
journal in order to make an appeal to the Zionist pub¬ 
lic and to formulate a practical proposition. The ap¬ 
peal is addressed to those in the Zionist party who, it 
may be, have not yet yielded completely to the apathy 
which appears to prevail in our ranks. The practical 
proposition I have to make is that we should imitate 
what the countries of Western Europe have done so as 
to solve the problems created by the war—viz., to re¬ 
place the present small Actions Committee, by a 
“Coalition Ministry.” 

It is useless to prophesy. But all must agree on one 
essential point: Whatever may be in prospect, we 
must be ready to face eventuality. We must prepare 
the political and diplomatic ground. We must find or 
create sympathy in influential quarters in Europe, we 
must consolidate and organize this sympathy ; we must 
prepare the necessary documents concerning our peo¬ 
ple, its emigration, its ideal, its colonizing work in 
Palestine, its value as an element of progress in the 
East, etc.,—documents carefully drawn up and printed 
in the principal languages of the West. We must 
also endeavor to arouse Jewish public opinion, so that 
at the moment when the need arises we may organ¬ 
ize throughout the world a great manifestation of the 
national will of Israel. 

Nothing has, however, yet been done in this direc¬ 
tion. During these fifteen months of the war I have 


visited England, France, Italy, Holland, Egypt, the 
Scandinavian States and Russia, and I declare em¬ 
phatically that nothing has been done. Only in Eng¬ 
land have efforts been made, but action in England is 
useless if it is not followed up by parallel action in the 
two other Mediterranean Powers, France and Italy. 
In those two countries absolutely nothing has been ac¬ 
complished. Although we have friends among the 
Christian statesmen of France and Italy, no one has 
attempted to fix their attention to our interests, and 
the most sympathetic among them are persuaded that 
Zionism has nothing to ask. 

Matters are still worse than this. Not only has 
nothing been done, but there is not even a plan of ac¬ 
tion or any intention to act. I had occasion to ap¬ 
proach what remains of our Actions Committee, and I 
found with the deepest regret that it has been seized 
by the same marasmus, the same paralysis of thought 
and will. And I am absolutely certain that while the 
centre of our oganization remains as it now is. the 
marasmus will continue, the necessary work will be 
neglected, and we shall lose the favorable occasions 
that may present themselves. 

It must be admitted that this collapse of our Execu¬ 
tive Centre is partly due to the great crisis which has 
affected the Jews more heavily than other peoples. 
But this course against which we are powerless is not 
the only one. There is also another which happily can 
be remedied. It is the unilateral character of the 
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Smaller Actions Committee which (even when it was 
complete and not dispeised and parcelled out as at 
present) only represented one oi the two fundamental 
tendencies of modern Zionism. Since the Seventh 
Congress we have always had two currents in Zion¬ 
ism; they have been styled ‘’political” and “practical.” 
The present Smaller Actions Committee is composed 
exclusively of the latter current. The political Zion¬ 
ists have been reduced to the role of an opposition, 
deprived of every means of directly influencing the ac¬ 
tion of the Executive. 

I was a Neinsager at the Sixth Congress and have 
always voted for the programme and the personalities 
of the “practical” current. While recognizing that the 
present crisis has demonstrated certain faults in this 
programme, I am ever its partisan in regard to essen¬ 
tials. But I declare that the Executive must now be 
reconstituted on the basis of the principle of coalition. 
The maintenance of an Executive which represents 
only one wing of Zionism, at a time when we are in 
need of all our forces, is an inexcusable absurdity. 
Communities enormously rich in men and in resources, 
such as England and France have been constrained to 
form Coalition Ministries. We must do likewise; not 
only because in this way we would be more united and 
stronger, but above all because the present moment 
demands from us political work and we cannot do 
without the collaboration of those who represent 
among us the political principle. It is useless to dis¬ 
cuss whether their standpoint was or was not admis¬ 
sible before the war. But to-day their standpoint is 
more than justified by the necessities of the moment. 
What we lack, we have seen it, is a plan of political 
and diplomatic action. If there is in the ranks of 
Zionism an element capable of resuscitating this in¬ 
terest for political action, it is our “Opposition.” It 
must be invited to collaborate in the executive. 

Naturally, this invitation must be bona fide and of¬ 
fered in a form acceptable to the opposition. Recon¬ 
struction cannot be effected, for example, in the form 
of a simple co-optation by the existing Smaller Actions 
Committee of two or three members of the Opposition 
chosen by that committee. Reconstruction must be 
based on two essential conditions; (a) the represen¬ 
tatives of the opposition must be appointed by itself; 
(b) the number of representatives of each faction in 
the new executive must be equal. 

The seat of the new executive must naturally be re¬ 


moved. Switzerland is the only country that can be 
seriously taken into account. There, the central of¬ 
fice would be an immediate contact with all the powers. 
Naturally, all the members of the new executive cannot 
be domiciled in Switzerland. Unfortunately, men en¬ 
tirely at the disposal of the party are very few. But 
those, at least, who are available could settle in Switz¬ 
erland and they would remain in contact with the rest. 
I know all the objections that will be raised. I have 
heard it said that without a Congress the Executive 
cannot be changed, and that the Opposition cannot 
appoint its representatives, because it has not a man¬ 
agement constituted and authorized to act in the name 
of the “Politicals.” These objections are not worth 
the trouble of consideration. At a time like this one 
does not bother about the strict letter of a constitution, 
the authors of which could not foresee the present sit¬ 
uation. If we create a Coalition Executive, the next 
Congress will not ask whether this step was in con¬ 
formity with the constitution, but will simply approve 
it. As for the Opposition every one among us knows 
its leaders. It is they who will have to be asked for 
their list of the Executive, and they will find the means 
of settling it among themselves. As regards the 
other details, it will suffice to send to Switzerland two 
agents, one appointed by the Smaller Actions Com¬ 
mittee and the other by the Opposition, so that sec¬ 
ondary questions can be settled without delay. There 
is only one thing that counts: We must have a Coali¬ 
tion Government. 

I do not attribute a miraculous force to such a min¬ 
istry. I am well aware of our weakness, which has 
become still greater through the terrible events of the 
war. But let the forces which still remain to us be at 
least united, concentrated, utilized. The new execu¬ 
tive will not perform miracles. But of this I am sure: 
it will be active. It will do things the necessity of 
which is obvious to everybody. It will reinforce politi¬ 
cal action in England; it will appoint diplomatic rep¬ 
resentatives in Paris and Rome; it will prepare the 
literature necessary for diplomatic and propaganda ac¬ 
tion; and last, but not least, it will remind Zionists all 
over the world that Zionism lives and fights and will 
summon them all to work. 

I beg all Zionists, without distinction of faction, to 
be the first in collaborating for the realization of this 
reform. 

VLADIMIR JABOTINSKY. 


The Eternal Riddle 

Israel, my People. 

By P. M. RASKIN 

Nations keep coining, 

God’s greatest riddle, 


Nations keep going, ! 

Passing like shadows, 

Will thy solution 


Ever be told? 


Wiped off the earth; 

Fought—never conquered, 


Thou an eternal 

Bent—never broken, 


Witness remainest 

Mortal—immortal, 


Watching their burial, 

Youthful, though old. 


Watching their birth. 

F.gypt enslaved thee, 


Pray who revealed thee 

Babylon crushed thee. 


Heaven's great secret— j 

Home led thee captive, 


Death and destruction 

Homeless thy head; 


Thus to defy? 

Where arc those nations 


Suffering, torture, 

Mighty and fearsome? 


Stake, inquisition— 

Thou hast survived them, 


Prithee, who taught thee 

They are long dead. 


Never to die? 
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The Knights of Zion Convention 

A SUMMARIZED REPORT BY DR. A. LEVINSON. 


Conventions in general and Zionist conventions in 
particular serve a double purpose, an internal and an 
external one. The internal purpose is to give the ban¬ 
ner carriers, the leaders of the movement, an oppor¬ 
tunity to come together for deliberation, for consulta¬ 
tion on matters of importance. The internal work, 
therefore, which consists of a review of the work of 
the past and the planning of work for the future, is 
done mostly behind the doors of the committee room, 
by those who are an integral part of the working body. 
The external purpose of conventions is to give the 
public an opportunity to become acquainted with the 
work that has been done. Mass meetings, banquets, 
papers, discussions, are the medium of expression, that 
put the internal world in touch with the external. 

Both of these purposes found their accomplishment 
in the Zionist Convention held in Chicago. 

There were a number of questions which had trou¬ 
bled the delegates for some time, and which found 
their answer there at the convention in the form of 
resolutions. It was not without hot discussions, hot 
debates, that the resolutions were adopted. One could 
hear them in the committee rooms, at the Zionist 
Bureau, in the meeting hall, at the lobbies of the dif¬ 
ferent hotels, particularly in the La Salle Hotel, where 
two of the most prominent delegates were staying. 
So thoroughly had the questions been rehashed before 
they came to a vote that when the Chairman of the 
Resolution Committee, Judge Philip Bregstone, read 
the resolutions, they were adopted almost unani¬ 
mously by the delegates. Convention frequenters 
can testify to the fact that such is always the case. 
The elite of the delegates, those who are interested in 
the policy of the organization and not in the badge 
they wear, begin fighting and discussing from the 
minute the Convention starts and even before, so that 
when the meeting for final action is called, the battle 
has been more than half won, and the fighters have 
either come to an agreement or have surrendered to 
the stronger side. 

One of the first resolutions and one that called forth 
discussion from the floor, was the Congress question. 
Dr. Horace Kallen. of the University of Wisconsin, 
read a paper on the importance of the Congress, in 
which he gave an exposition of its salient features. 
Although this matter had the sanction of the Pro¬ 
visional Committee, some of the delegates wanted a 
clear understanding of it. Immediately after the read¬ 
ing of the paper a discussion developed. Dr. Levin 
appeared in defense of the Congress proposition, and 
the audience thoroughly convinced, voted unani¬ 
mously in its favor. Financial support was promised, 


and contributions were made to defray expenses. The 
Convention voted $500 and immediately collected $125. 

The question of the formation of State Leagues— 
the plan to unite the different societies of each state 
into a league which is to be a part of the Knights of 
Zion—found discussion pro and con. There were some 
that thought such a scheme might cause the separa¬ 
tion of the different societies from the Knights, and in 
so doing would weaken them and perhaps ultimately 
result in their breaking up. There were others, on the 
contrary, who were of the opinion that such a plan 
would only serve to concentrate the efforts of the 
Knights of Zion and decrease the work of the secre¬ 
tary, and make for greater efficiency generally. The 
result of the discussion was in favor of the affirmative. 
The Wisconsin delegates stood out strongly in favor 
of the plan; they had already formed a State League 
several weeks previously. Those who opposed the 
plan originally came to a realization that Mr. Brandeis 
was right in advocating the formation of State 
Leagues. The resolution, therefore, in favor of State 
Leagues to operate under the auspices of the Knights 
of Zion, was carried. 

Besides the resolutions that characterized the inti¬ 
mate phase of the Convention, the Convention was 
interesting and encouraging from another standpoint. 
The delegates of the different towns came well pre¬ 
pared with a report of their doings, an account of 
the activities up to date. Clearheaded men faced the 
problem of Zionism in a clearheaded way. They did 
not let their enthusiasm carry them away in a cloud of 
words. Those that came did not come merely to look 
but to act. to do their share in making the Convention 
a memorable one. Business men left their places of 
business for an entire week to devote themselves with 
business-like zeal to the work of the Convention. An 
example of clearheadedness was the report of the 
President of the Knights of Zion, Mr. Nathan D. Kap¬ 
lan. He gave facts in addition to sentiment. He 
showed that “The Chicago Zionists alone, within the 
period of two weeks or less, and while the committee 
for relief of Jewish war sufferers was in progress of 
formation, gathered and sent approximately 175 tons 
of food stuffs, this achievement being accomplished 
without interrupting the efforts of the committee for 
the relief of Jewish war sufferers, in whose work the 
Chicago Zionists participated with unstinted energy.” 

The report called forth the applause it well merited, 
and it was voted that it be published and distributed 
among the different affiliated societies. The reports of 
the different chairmen of the executive committee also 
met with the approval of all the delegates. 
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The external phase of the Convention was strongly 
emphasized. Its effect upon Chicago Jewry was truly 
wonderful. As for the opportunity it offered for Zion¬ 
ist propaganda, it was almost unbounded. Weeks 
before the coming of the Convention its advent had 
been heralded. The ball, the banquet, the mass meet¬ 
ing had been awaited with great eagerness by many. 
To Mr. D. D. Pollock a great deal of the credit is due. 
He worked tirelessly, constantly arranging every de¬ 
tail of the program. All members of the executive, 
in fact all organized Zionists worked with might and 
main. The Yiddish and English Jewish papers gave 
columns to the agitation of Zionism. The arrival of 
Mr. Benjamin Perlstein, the administrative secretary 
of the provisional committee, added zest to the work. 
The coming of Mr. Brandeis and Dr. Levin found 
its way into all the papers, and the English dailies 
made it their business to interview the leaders of 
Zionism and to report their interviews. Thus Zionism 
literally became the talk of the town. The well-filled 
ball room on Saturday evening showed that the ball 
had been well advertised. The hundreds that were 
turned away from the mass meeting halls for lack of 
space testified to the wide-spread news of the conven¬ 
tion. At the first official session held Sunday morning, 
Mr. Loeb, President of the Hebrew Institute, spoke 
emphatically on the part Zionists have taken in general 
Jewish activities, and especially of the active part 
they had taken in the building of the Hebrew Institute 
where the greater part of the Convention proceedings 
took place. Rabbi J. Levinson, who followed Mr. 
Loeb, drew a picture of Zionism, which he compared 
to a flowing river with many branches, one of which 
was the Misrachi, of which he was a representative. 
Dr. Sultan and others, who represented the fraternal 
organizations, greeted the Convention in the names of 
their societies, and assured those present of their desire 
to co-operate with Zionist endeavor. Mr. Brandeis 
gave an inspiring talk on the need of co-operation 
among Zionists, that brought all the delegates to 
their feet. 

The height of enthusiasm was reached at the mass 
meeting, where as many could find their way into the 
hall found a treat awaiting them that would furnish 
inspiration for many a day. The large hall of the 
Hebrew Institute Gymnasium was packed to the doors, 
as was also the small assembly hall, where an over¬ 
flow meeting was held at the same time. In 
both the audience was keyed up to the highest pitch 
of enthusiasm and interest. They sat enthralled for 
hours, listening to accounts of Zionism, its aims and 
achievements, its hopes and aspirations. Appeals for 
immediate help for Palestine, and requests for addi¬ 
tional membership met a warm response. Each 
speaker was greeted with applause that re-echoed 
through the halls out of the outer walls, where hun¬ 
dreds were clamoring for admission. Of great interest 
to the observer also, were the people who sat on the 
stage, or, rather the different elements they repre¬ 
sented. Reform and orthodox rabbis rubbed shoulder 
to shoulder. Radicals and conservatives of Chicago 
Jewry found seats next to each other. One could 
not pick the Zionist from the non-Zionist; all differ* 
ences seemed to have disappeared for the evening; it 
seemed as if all views were ready to diffuse into one, 
all elements into a single element—the Zionist 
element. 

The banquet that followed the mass meeting 
Monday evening, filled out the financial gap left by 
the mass meeting. In former years an admission fee 
had been charged for the mass meeting; but this time, 


in accordance with the wishes of Mr. Brandeis, admis¬ 
sion to the mass meeting was free, and appeals for 
funds were made at the banquet. 

After the meal was served Prof. Kallen gave a short 
talk on hyphenated Americanism and its relation to 
Zionism, and he was followed by Mr. Brandeis, who 
spoke on the Soul of American Jewry, closing with the 
words: “The Jew in America must sacrifice himself 
to save his soul and the soul of his people. But the 
Zionists must not only alleviate the misery, but must 
solve the Jewish problem. 

Before starting his appeal for funds Judge Mack 
prefaced his plea with the words; 

“A mass meeting to help Cuba, held at one time 
when that country was in a fight for existence, at the 
time of the revolution, ended in a unanimously carried 
motion to give three cheers for that poor, hungry, 
desolate and miserable country. It will take more 
than three cheers to help Palestine. The United States 
is the only nation to profit by the war whether it end 
to-morrow or a year from to-morrow. And our Jews 
are receiving their share of prosperity. Give for these 
war sufferers in Europe.” 

It was a stirring appeal that the Judge made, and 
one that did not fall on deaf ears. His judiciary logic 
was awarded and money flowed in, thick and fast, after 
the start was made. Nor was it a meagre beginning 
for which the Judge held out. He insisted on a $1,000 
to set the ball arolling, and he was well repaid, for 
the first throw to its hat in the ring was the Yehudah 
Halevi Gate of Milwaukee, that promised to raise 
that sum. The other societies followed with smaller 
amounts, but with just as much eagerness, and soon 
the figures began to mount. But still the chairman 
was not satisfied. He had his eye on certain indi¬ 
viduals and he did not stop until he made a total of 
$1,000 by sentencing four immediately to pay a fine 
of $250. The court expenses he left to the Chicago 
Zionists to collect. Before the evening was over fully 
$6,300 had been pledged and a great deal of it was 
collected on the spot. 

There was another collection on Monday for a differ¬ 
ent purpose—for the support of the “Hatoren,” the 
Hebrew monthly recently published with the aid of 
the provisional committee. The contributors became 
shareholders of the paper, and it is expected that about 
$1,000 will be collected from the Zionists to insure 
the continuation of the journal. 

Tuesday evening marked another gala occasion. The 
Achoozah held a large meeting at which the speakers 
were Dr. Levin and Mr. Alexander Aronson of Pal¬ 
estine. a brother of Aaron Aronson. Dr. Levin again 
held his audience spellbound with his wondrous flow of 
language, his marvel of style. Mr. Aronson gave a 
most graphic picture of the Palestine scenes, which 
he knows so well, and every eye followed him as he 
reviewed the situation in Palestine at the present time 
and compared it with the Palestine prior to the war. 

The Junior Convention held on Sunday, made a fit¬ 
ting close to the convention. In a little playlet called 
“The Spirit of Israel,” the viccissitudes of the Jewish 
nation were pictured in beautiful tableaux by the 
children. Prominent rabbis addressed the children, 
and the program closed with the ringing voices of 
1,000 sons and daughters of Zion, attuned to the strain 
of the Hatikvah. 

The success of the Nineteenth Annual Convention 
of the Knights of Zion was gratifying from both an 
internal and an external standpoint—to the intimate 
workers and to the public at large. 
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The Nineteenth Annual Convention of the Knights of Zion 


The nineteenth annual convention of the Knights of Zion, 
western district of the Federation of American Zionists, was 
opened on Sunday morning, January 2 nd, in the Chicago 
Hebrew Institute, with a large attendance of visitors, and 
with about two hundred delegates present. There were rep¬ 
resented fifty-seven organizations and ten middle-western 
States. 

The convention was opened by Nathan D. Kaplan, presi¬ 
dent of the Knights of Zion, who acted as chairman through¬ 
out the convention proceedings. Addresses of welcome were 
given by James M. Loeb, president of the Chicago Hebrew 
Institute; David M. Pollock, chairman of the convention 
committee; Rabbi Levenson, speaking for the Mizrachi; 
Louis Rosenberg for the Progressive Order of the West; 
Max Korschaf for the Order Knights of Joseph; Hyman 
Levenson for the Independent Order B’nai Brith; and Dr. 
George Sulton of the Independent Order Brith Abraham. 

President Kaplan presented the annual report of the 
Knights of Zion, dwelling, at the outset, upon the organiza¬ 
tion of the Provisional Zionist Committee, and mentioning 
the participation of the Knights of Zion in its establishment, 
the co-operation of the Knights of Zion through Max Shul- 
man, chairman of the special committee, in the gathering of 
food for the Vulcan, the Boston Convention, and the prog¬ 
ress of the Congress movement. Coming to the direct work 
of the Knights of Zion, Mr. Kaplan said: 

“In considering the suggestion for the establishment of an 
office in Chicago, the Provisional Committee for General 
Zionist Affairs at Boston, resolved to create a Zionist Bu¬ 
reau for the Middle Western States, with headquarters at 
Chicago, to serve the requirements of all Zionist organiza¬ 
tions. This did not exactly answer the demands of the 
Knights of Zion, but was accepted by our F.xecutive Com¬ 
mittee as a desirable medium for strengthening the work of 
organization in our territory. Mr. Brandeis appointed a 
committee, consisting of Judge Julian W. Mack, Professor 
H. M. Kallen, Max Shulman, Leon Zolotkoff and your Presi¬ 
dent to take the necessary steps for the installation of that 
bureau. By reason of the diversity of opinion entertained 
by the members of this committee, numerous meetings and 
interviews were necessitated, with the result that the com¬ 
mittee finally recommended to the Provisional Committee the 
advisability of postponing the installation of a Bureau of the 
Provisional Committee and, in lieu thereof, recommended 
that the Knights of Zion be enabled to adopt the plan of 
organization in vogue with the Federation of American Zion¬ 
ists. hv selecting a paid chairman of the Executive Commit¬ 
tee, who should be in charge of an office properly equipped 
to function the needs for intensive organization, which is 
recognized as being most necessary in our territory as 
well as throughout the land. 

“Conforming to this recommendation, a budget was pre¬ 
pared by your Executive Committee and submitted to the 
Provisional Committee, on the basis of which an appropria¬ 
tion was made whereby the Knights of Zion is temporarily 
allowed the required sum necessary to meet the added ex¬ 
penditure of such an office. Your President desires to em¬ 
phasize. the fact that it is his earnest belief that this ex¬ 
pense can soon be covered by per capita coming from the 
increased membership, which systematic organization effort 
will produce. This office, under the able management of 
the man whom your Executive Committee has chosen to 
place at its head and whose choice it urges this Convention 
to ratify, Mr. Leon Zolotkoff, with the assistance and co¬ 
operation of all good Zionists throughout our territory, will 
serve to establish that stability for our organization which 
a well regulated group of societies should enjoy and by so 
doing will establish that harmony of action in our ranks 
which must result in added numbers to our membership and 
increased subscriptions to the Provisional Committee, the 
National Fund and all Zionist institutions. It is earnestly 
hoped that the ratification of this act which is sought from 
this Convention may come whole-heartedly and without 
hesitation. 

"In January of 1914 , your President assumed the responsi¬ 
bilities with which the Convention at that time honored him. 
The strength of our organization consisted of twenty-seven 


affiliated societies, and although several of these passed out 
of existence during that year (some of them probably having 
already been inactive at the time they were reported to the 
Convention), your Secretary was able to report to you at 
the following Convention, January, 1915 , the number of forty- 
two societies upon our roll. 

“This number, however, may be reduced to only 37 , two 
of the societies having failed to show any life during the 
year that followed, and three more being held on the doubt¬ 
ful list because of the fact that there are some prospects of 
reviving them. It appears that, frequently, societies have 
sprung into existence immediately prior to a convention, to 
which they would send delegates and appear to swell the 
size of our organization, but after which they would remain 
inactive and become disorganized, either for the want of 
proper leadership or because of the lack of proper interest 
and stimulus. Your Executive Committee has devoted its 
attention towards finding a remedy for this unhealthful 
symptom; but the remedy is such as requires more than the 
term of one administration to prove effective. In order that 
societies should prosper and serve efficiently the cause for 
which they were organized, it is essential that there exist a 
source of supply from which those societies and the com¬ 
munities in which they work may draw constant information 
as to the things that are transpiring in the Jewish world, 
and from which they may also gather such support and en¬ 
couragement as will inspire them to greater and greater ac¬ 
tivity. While your Executive Committee has at all times 
endeavored to furnish such service to the affiliated societies 
of our organization, it has, nevertheless, been true that our 
efforts at best have not been as strong as they should be. 
had we those facilities which we now hope to have acquired 
through the establishment of our Bureau. 

“It is the earnest belief of your Executive Committee that 
more ought to be done to disseminate Zionist knowledge 
among our constituent members, and for that purpose, it 
has appointed a committee to further the circulation of the 
“Maccabaean” and “Dos Yiddishc Folk.” The Federation of 
American Zionists, at the Convention, considered a plan 
whereby every Zionist by the payment of his per capita, 
which was made large enough, should be entitled to receive 
either "The Maccabaean” or “Dos Yiddishc Folk,” in accord¬ 
ance with his choice. Your President believes that a similar 
system would prove practical and beneficial for the Knights 
of Zion, and if this Convention in its wisdom should see fit 
not to adopt this suggestion, then your President heartily 
recommends that every delegate here take back with him a 
message to his society that a real Zionist must keep alive 
to the events and topics of the day as they transpire in the 
Jewish sphere of life, and that, for that purpose, no Zionist 
should be without a copy of “The Maccabaean" or “Dos 
Yiddishc Folk” in his home. Aside from these publications, 
however, there are, from time to time, published pamphlets 
and other literature which should reach the home of every 
Zionist, and the distribution of these will be greatly facili¬ 
tated in the future through the services of the Bureau al¬ 
ready so much spoken of. 

“Thus studying the problem of increasing and preserving 
the number of our societies, your Executive Committee has 
carefully persevered in that respect along the lines most 
available under the circumstances that existed during the 
past year, and it is now our pleasure to know that we have 
on our books a roll of fifty-two societies, of which number 
only three may be counted in the doubtful list, they being, 
as already shown, societies that were organized in 1914 , 
whose inactivity has been noticeable during the year 1915 , 
despite repeated efforts on the part of your Secretary and 
some of the members of your Executive Committee to rouse 
them to more energetic action. The reason they are kept 
on the doubtful list is that there is still some hope of re¬ 
organizing them by special trips to their respective cities. 
The remaining forty-nine societies are well organized, health¬ 
ful and active, and they contain among their number twelve 
to whom new charters were issued during the year, each of 
these twelve having been brought into existence as the re¬ 
sult of careful systematic organization effort, and each of 
them having in its midst a sufficient number of real Zionists 
to assure its faithful perseverence. 
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“You will observe from the report of our Secretary that 
the total membership of the Knights of Zion is now 2,785. 
This, of course, does not include the number of shekel payers 
in our territory; and here it is well to call attention to the 
fact that every shekel payer constitutes a likely possibility 
for membership in our organization. If, in our anxiety to 
sell Shckolim and increase the size of the Shekel Fund, we 
should take the pains to preserve the names and addresses 
of the shekel payers, a little systematic follow-up practice 
would soon bring those individuals into our ranks and by 
so doing secure for us additional forces for the execution 
of the work that is before 11s. With our volunteer service 
in the past, this has been very difficult of accomplishment; 
but through the office of our chairman of the Executive 
Committee, it is made quite possible. 

“It may be pleasant for us to note that in our limited terri¬ 
tory, our membership now comprises approximately one- 
fourth of the entire organized membership of the Federa¬ 
tion of American Zionists, as reported at its Boston Con¬ 
vention. Nevertheless, we must be conscious of the fact 
that our numbers are insignificant when compared with the 
large Jewish population in whose midst we are striving to 
grow. The years that we have worked, the agitation we 
have carried on, the efforts we have exerted have all been 
fruitful of results, far beyond the limits of our membership 
affiliations. The public mind has been under cultivation, and 
it is for us now to reap the harvest that has ripened to 
mature fruition. It is incumbent upon us to devise methods 
of organization which will attract to our midst the larger 
numbers of our people who arc still unaffiliated. We must 
reach out among those elements whose sympathies are keen 
for the life of our people and who await but the master hand 
that will draw them together into co-operative bands and 
shape their actions into forceful energies that will swell the 
power of our movement. 

"The distressing conditions that prevail, though adding 
great burdens upon us, are also forcing the problem of the 
luture of the Jew to the forefront of Jewish thought, and 
while the cry for relief is harassing the mind of all Amer¬ 
ican Jewry, the Zionists must, in addition to their duties in 
that respect, be alive to the opportunity of driving home to 
the heart and mind of our people the logic of our program 
as the solution of the Jewish problem. Hence, the time 
could never be more ripe for concentration on intensive or¬ 
ganization. The Knights of Zion must utilize this oppor¬ 
tunity to grow; and if, to that end, change, modification or 
improvement in the system of organization should be deemed 
necessary, early action should be taken in that respect. The 
general friendly attitude toward Zionism now entertained 
among all classes of Jews makes possible the execution of 
effective propaganda in every Jewish community in the coun¬ 
try. It is therefore quite important that State line divisions 
be drawn within the boundaries of which systematic work 
may be carried on by local Zionists in the fulfillment of a 
general plan of organization prevailing throughout the 
country. It is recommended by our leader, Mr. Brandeis, 
that careful surveys be made in every State for the purpose 
of ascertaining the size and character of the Jewish pop¬ 
ulations, so that the work of organization may be executed 
with the highest degree of intelligence by the local Zionists 
working within their respective States. 

"In pursuance of that suggestion, the Zionist Societies in 
the State of Wisconsin have taken the lead in calling a con¬ 
ference which was held on the 12th day of December, at 
which conference they organized the Wisconsin League of 
Zionist Societies and by a well drafted constitution provided 
that the membership in that League may consist of all socie¬ 
ties organized within the State and of individual members 
who are not affiliated with any society, thus making it pos¬ 
sible for any Jew who happens to live where no society 
exists to affiliate directly with the State League. This 
League is governed by a set of officers and a governing coun¬ 
cil consisting of one representative from each society, and 
they have already undertaken the work of making the neces¬ 
sary survey and of studying the Jewish conditions within 
their State, so that they may intelligently proceed with the 
organization of the work. 

"Your President most earnestly recommends that this plan 
be adopted throughout the territory of the Knights of Zion; 
that a league may be organized in each of the States within 
our territory, and that this Convention establish a relation¬ 


ship between these leagues and the Knights of Zion which 
will assure the highest degree of co-operation, to the end 
that no foot of territory within our jurisdiction may be left 
uncovered by Zionist endeavor. 

“Thus it is hoped that a new and more progressive era 
will open up for the Zionistic movement in the middle-west¬ 
ern States. And as in the past the Knights of Zion have, 
at times, set the pace for Zionist activities in America, so 
may we hope that we may so direct our efforts as to serve 
as a guide to our beloved fellow Zionists throughout the 
land, and that the growth of Zionism in America will be 
such as to place every community on the rolls of American 
Zionism in its fair proportion of populace to that of the en¬ 
tire country.’" 

In speaking of the hardships of the European Zionists and 
of the tragedy that befell our Palestinian brethren, the chair¬ 
man said: 

“Hence, you may observe that despite the overwhelming 
tragedy which has befallen, we have much to be thankfnl 
for, in that there are men at the helm of this ship in storm 
who are battling with adversity, and battling with that de¬ 
gree of success which promises well to preserve our posses¬ 
sions in the Holy Land for a brighter and happier day, to 
the justification of our perseverance and the preservation of 
our ideals.” 


The following resolutions were adopted: 

That the Knights of Zion hold their convention together 
with the Federation of American Zionists, provided that the 
convention he held in the immediate or in the nearby terri¬ 
tory of the Knights of Zion. 

That the convention adopt the suggestion of Mr. Louis D. 
Brandeis to organize state leagues, each state having a Cen¬ 
tral Bureau of its own to take care of the activities of the 
different societies of that state. 

That the Knights of Zion unite with the local relief com¬ 
mittees for the Jewish war sufferers, on the condition that 
a certain percentage be given to the Provisional Committee. 

That the Executive Committee be authorized to negotiate 
with the Order Sons of Zion as to the possibility of uniting 
the two on some common ground. 

That the Convention ratify the establishment of the Zion¬ 
ist bureau in Chicago with Mr. Leon Zolotkoff at its head. 

That the per capita tax be henceforth $.75 for each mem¬ 
ber instead of $ 50, not including the Shekel. 

That the convention pledges to support the call for a 
Jewish Congress in America on a democratic basis. 

The following were elected as orators: 

Rabbi Saul Silber, Rabbi M. Budzinsky, Dr. A. Levinson, 
Meyer Abrams, S. P. Jacobson, Dr. A. B. Yudclson, S. H. 
Hoffman and Harris Horowitch. 

The Executive Committee was authorized to appoint a 
Chairman for the Emergency Fund and a Chairman for Or¬ 
ganizations. 

The following were elected officers: 

Judge Julian W. Mack, Honorary President; Max Schul- 
man. President; George Loeb, First Vice-President; Judge 
Hugo Pam, Second Vice-President; Horace M. Kallen, 
Third Vice-President; Rabbi S. Shoenfield. Fourth Vice- 
President; Max Baron, Fifth Vice-President; Benjamin H. 
Bernstein, Secretary; Bernard Horwich, Treasurer; Leon 
Zolotkoff, Chairman of the Executive Committee; Dr. George 
Rosenzweig, Chairman of the Shekolim Committee; H. L. 
Meites, Chairman of Publicity; I. S. Privolsky, Chairman 
of Bezalel: George Miller, Chairman of the Jewish Colonial 
Trust; Rose Zaretsky, Chairman of Junior Organizations. 


THE BANQUET. 

An interesting feature of the convention was the banquet 
held Monday evening. The speakers of the evening were 
Louis D. Brandeis, Dr. Schmarya Levin, Dr. Horace M. 
Kallen, Judge Julian Mack and Judge Hugo Pam. Judge 
Mack made an appeal for the Emergency Fund of the Pro¬ 
visional Committee. In response to his appeal the Jehuda 
Halevy Gate, of Milwaukee, Wis., pledged the sum of $1,000, 
and this was followed by numerous contributions ranging 
from $500 to $10. A number of monthly subscriptions were 
also pledged. The total sum pledged at the banquet 
amounted to $6,300. Dr. Kallen spoke of the importance of 
training the Jewish youth in Judaism in general and Zion¬ 
ism in particular. 
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The Mass Meeting of the Knights of Zion Convention 


The principal mass-meeting of the convention of the 
Knights of Zion was held on Sunday evening, January 2nd, 
at the Chicago Hebrew Institute. The hall was over¬ 
crowded, and an overflowing meeting was held in the As¬ 
sembly Hall of the Institute. In the main hall, Nathan D. 
Kaplan was the chairman, and the speakers were Hon. Julian 
W. Mack, Mr. Louis D. Brandeis and Dr. Schmarya Levin. 
In the assembly hall, Leon Zolotkoff was the chairman, with 
the same speakers, augmented by Max Shulman and Dr. 
Yudelson. 

In opening the meeting in the main hall, Mr. Kaplan said: 

Nineteen years ago a convention was held in the City of 
Chicago, consisting of representatives of a few local organ¬ 
izations which had sprung into existence for the purpose of 
furthering the thoughts of bringing about to a practical real¬ 
ization the two thousand year dream of the restoration of a 
Jewish Homeland in Palestine. This convention organized 
itself and adopted the name of Knights of Zion. Subse¬ 
quently there was organized the American Federation of 
Zionists. And with the organization of that body the 
Knights of Zion fixed its jurisdiction over the ten middle- 
western States. 

“In these nineteen years that organization has held con¬ 
ventions annually and has persistently propagated the prin¬ 
ciples of Zionism, with a determined perseverance bent only 
upon ceasing when the entire Jewish people shall have rec¬ 
ognized Zionism as the solution of the Jewish world prob¬ 
lem. During these nineteen years the Zionist movement 
has spread and grown. During this period the workers in 
the organization were limited to those only who entertained 
within themselves the conviction that they are the descen¬ 
dants of a people, which, once having contributed something 
to the progress of the civilization of the world, can, if per¬ 
mitted to again, assume its historic thread where it was left 
cut off two thousand years ago, participate in the develop¬ 
ment of the world’s civilization and again contribute some¬ 
thing to the world without which the world is the poorer. 

"The difficulty, the greatest difficulty has been in convincing 
our own people of the logic of this program; but with the 
development of events, year by year, the forces grew, and 
as the forces grew the sentiment for a better knowledge of 
Zionism spread among the peoples of the world until to-day, 
with the tragic conditions that are presented to us by reason 
of the struggle that is going on abroad, finds the entire 
Jewish people of this country struggling with the problem of 
how best to solve the Jewish question, and some of the great¬ 
est thinkers have dared to step out and say “We see the 
light of the argument of Zionism. We find that the Zion¬ 
ists who have modestly, humbly, but persistently hammered 
for the realization of their ideal, that which we thought was 
an impractical dream, have offered that which really is the 
solution of the Jew-ish problem.” These great men have 
stepped to the front of the Zionist movement. And of these 
great men it is our especial distinction and privilege to have 
two of the greatest with us this evening. It is going to be 
our pleasure and privilege and benefit to listen to these 
gentlemen, and because of the fact that one of these gentle¬ 
men is one of our own in this great City of Chicago and 
in this great middle-western territory, because of the fact 
that he has come out as a Zionist when he was convinced 
after years of study, the like of which few of the people, 
of the Jewish people have given to the cause and the suffer¬ 
ing and the conditions of our people, after years of careful 
study and devotion to the interests of our people, after 
studying all the problems, philanthropic, social, economic 
and otherwise of our people, has come out and declared him¬ 
self a Zionist and has taken the lead as one of the leaders 
of the Zionist movement in this country, because he is one 
of our own I take the pleasure and privilege of introducing 
as the first speaker of this evening Julian W. Mack, Judge 
of the United States Court.” 

JUDGE MACK: Friends, I must disclaim much that the 
presiding officer has just said. I am not a leader in the 
Zionist rank; I am but a humble follower. I have studied 
comparatively little. There is very, very much for me to 
learn about Zionism and about Jews. But I am convinced, 
so far as I have been enabled to think about the problem 
of the Jew, that the aim of the Zionists is right. Whether 
Zionism will solve the world-wide Jewish problem or not 
is an entirely different matter. Even if the highest and 
broadest aims of the Zionists be realized, I fear there will 


still be a Jewish problem all over the world; but surely that 
problem will be a different one from the problem that now 
confronts the Jew everywhere, even in this great land. 

I did not know just what kind of an audience I was to 
address to-night. I rather thought a large percentage would 
be composed of Zionists and to some extent of anti-Zion¬ 
ists. And while I had framed no address I did think that 
I should try to say something to convince them that there 
was at least something in Zionism that ought to hold their 
attention and engage their hearts as well as their head. 
But when I look in your faces I feel very humbly that I 
ought to sit down and have you talk to me because surely 
95 per cent, of you are Zionists, and you need no word of 
mine to convince you of what Zionism is, and what Zionism 
means. And yet perhaps even those of you who are in full 
sympathy with the end and aim of Zionism, those of you 
who yourselves have prayed and whose ancestors never 
failed to pray for their return to Jerusalem, may not be fully 
alive to the duty that confronts Zionists in this country. 

The first duty, it seems to me, of every iZonist is to meet 
the charge that is so often made against us, that Zionism 
and Americanism are mutually exclusive, the charge made 
by the anti-Zionists that a Zionist cannot be a true American 
citizen. If that were true I could not stand before you as a 
Zionist, for I claim to be, as all of you who have been born 
here or who have been naturalized here will claim with me, 
to be as good American citizens as those whose ancestors 
or who themselves were English or German or French or 
of any other nationality. And the confusion that underlies 
this charge, the confusion introduced, sometimes purposely, 
more often ignorantly, is the result of not distinguishing be¬ 
tween one’s nationality and one’s political allegiance, be¬ 
tween a nation and a state; and that is due to the fact that 
the word "nation” is used in many different significations. 
When I say that I belong to the Jewish nation, that I am 
of Jewish nationality, I don’t say that I don't belong to the 
American nation, because a man can have, in my judgment 
and in my sense of the word, more than one nationality; 
but he can have only one citizenship, only one political al¬ 
legiance. He can be a member of only one state. And 
those of us who are American citizens belong by political 
allegiance to this country as citizens of this country in every 
sense of the word. 

Moreover, there is in this country not merely a political 
allegiance to the state; there is a bond that unites all of the 
people in one growing nation, a nation different from most 
of the nations of the world, a nation still in the making, a 
nation in which, perhaps, one element is predominant, but 
not so predominant as it is in most of the countries of 
Europe. The Anglo-Saxon nationality is the nationality of, 
perhaps, a majority of the people of this country. In any 
event, more American citizens are of Anglo-Saxon national¬ 
ity than of any other nationality. But this country has 
large numbers of all nationalities of the world embodied in 
its citizenship; and these nationalities are gradually, slowly 
but gradually fusing together into a new nation, the Amer¬ 
ican nation of which we form a part. But during that forma¬ 
tive period, and perhaps, after the completion of this fusion 
each strain that goes to make up that American nation will 
be preserved as part of their American nationality, the 
Anglo-Saxon strain, the Teutonic strain, the Latin strain, 
the Slavic strain and the Jewish strain or nationality. We 
are not in this country a melting pot in the sense that all 
the nations of the world are melted into nothingness and 
only with the exception of one, and that one is absorbing 
all of us into itself. We are a melting pot only in the sense 
that all of these nations, all of the members of these nation¬ 
alities are welded and melted together, that the best char¬ 
acteristics of each of them are brought into the pot for the 
benefit of the entire mass. 

And we Jews, directly as well as indirectly in another 
way, are giving loyally, as are the other peoples, no more 
so but no less so, of the best that our centuries have given 
to us, not selfishly for ourselves but unselfishly for the good 
of the entire country. 

Now, what becomes then of the Jewish nation, of which 
we form a part, in the true sense of the word "nation?” We 
feel, we American Jews feel, a brotherhood with the Jews 
of England and of France and of Russia, a somewhat dif¬ 
ferent feeling than we have toward any other people in the 
world, due to our common ancestry, due to our common 
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traditions, due to our entire life through all civilization of 
which religion forms a vital but not tne entire part. We 
feel bouna together because wc arc Jews although our 
creeds are as wide apart as the most radical member of 
Sinai stands religiously distant from the most orthodox Jew 
of Jerusalem, lucre is a tie that binds us in some common 
elements in that religious faith. There is a tie that binds 
us, however, over and beyond that religious faith, the tic of 
belonging together through all the ages, a tie that we do not 
want to loosen and that if we did want to loosen we could 
not because the law of nations forbids us. 

Now then, what does Zionism aim at? A Homeland for 
the Jewish nation, a homeland in the only place that the 
Jewish nation can ever hope or dream of having a real 
home land, in the land towards which our fathers have ever 
looked in the last nineteen centuries, in the old homeland of 
the Jewish nation, in Palestine, 

It may be all a dream. Practical politics and the clashing 
of material and economic interests may prevent its realiza¬ 
tion; but it is a dream that has made Jews Jews again, in 
greater numbers than any other thought, than any other be¬ 
lief that has ever come to the Jews of the world. 

Now, I need not tell you, my friends, how absurd it is when 
the anti-Zionists say; well then, you can't be a real good 
American or a real good German or a real good Englishman 
because you really think you are a citizen of this future 
state in Palestine. Well, in the first place, if the Jewish 
people ever get the homeland in Palestine it would not be a 
homeland for the fourteen million Jews now living, or their 
children. It may be a homeland for three, four, five mil¬ 
lion of them, possibly more, but no Jew anywhere is going 
to be compelled to be a citizen of the new Jewish state; no 
American Jew is going to be deprived of his American citi¬ 
zenship involuntarily. But the American Jew, if the state ever 
comes, will have the same freedom that every American 
citizen now has, to go to the Jewish state if he wants to go 
to the Jewish state, just as the German in America or the 
Englishman in America can go back to Germany, can go 
back to England if he wants to go back. And the Jew in 
America although he feels himself a part of the Jewish peo¬ 
ple through the world, although he wants to see the Jewish 
nation as such re-established in its homeland, although he 
wants to see a Jewish state ranking with the other states of 
the world, the protector of the Jew in the countries where 
the Jew is oppressed, need not for a moment either want to 
become or actually become a citizen of that state himself. 
In my judgment, if the Jewish state were realized at this 
moment, the great mass of American Jews would remain in 
America as American citizens and just as patriotic American 
citizens as the people of any other nation and any other 
country who have come to America to form a part of this 
Federation of all the nations of the world. 

Now, what is our next duty, after answering the non- 
Zionists and the anti-Zionists and after defending what 
ought never to need a defense, our American citizenship, 
our American nationality? Mind you, I do not boast of my 
American patriotism. I am an American. It is a matter of 
course. I only speak as I do now in answer to the charge 
that is so often made against us, and in the hope that per¬ 
haps I might have helped you or some of you who meet 
the charge to give some answer to it. But we have other 
duties, much more important than this. I say much more 
important; at least equally important, because I regard the 
answering of the non-Jew of importance, not merely to re¬ 
fute the charge, but to covince a fellow Jew that he ought 
to be with us, and that having seen the error of his ways, 
having been convinced that this thought of incompatability 
and mutual exclusion of Americanism and Judaism is false, 
he would not hang back in his duty to his fellow Jews but 
that he still will fulfill that duty in, what seems to me not, 
perhaps, the only way but the best way, by joining the ranks 
of the Zionists, by aiding the Zionists to help along the 
realization of these dreams and, until the dream itself is 
realized, to help along those of our fellow Jews throughout 
the world that want to build the nucleus of that future state 
in the colonization of Palestine. 

I shall not speak of the immediate situation produced by 
the war, except to say that because of the war those colonies 
are in most imminent and terrible danger. If the aim of 
Zionism is ever to be realized, whether in our time or our 
children or grand children’s time, we must not let the work 
of the past thirty-five years die out and be forgotten. Pal¬ 
estine has over a hundred thousand Jews. As you know, 
the vast majority of the pious Jews have gone there to die 
in the Holy Land. That has been the custom of pious Jews 
for centuries. But during the past thirty-three years a new 
generation has gone to and been born in Palestine. Men 
and women go there now, not to die but to live, go there 


to live the Jewish life that they want to live, go there now 
to attain a freedom which they cannot attain anywhere else 
in the world because even in our own countrv tnougu free¬ 
dom is given to everyone, so far as the law can give it, real 
freedom is not given to a great many, so far as the economic 
despotism that necessarily controls their lives is concerned. 
You know, too, many of you orthodox Jews know, that you 
cannot maintain yourselves in this country as you would like 
to maintain yourselves and yet live the Jewish life as you 
feel it your duty, or as your parents, I will say, felt it their 
duty to live it and as they would like to see their children 
live it. And I say that as one frankly who so far as re¬ 
ligious conceptions and creeds are concerned is himself a 
radical Jew and not an orthodox Jew, one who for himself 
does not feel the binding forces of the law as many of you 
feel it, but I have the deepest sympathy with the man who 
feels the force of that law as his religious duty, who aims to 
live up to all that he believes should be the right way of 
living, and who, because of the actual conditions of life is 
unable to live the real life that he wants to live. And I 
say that for these people real freedom in every sense of 
the word is had only in the colonies of Palestine, where a 
Jew, where the most orthodox Jew can be a Jew, a man 
living the life exactly as he wants to live it. 

Now, I do not complain, either for myself or for my ortho¬ 
dox friend of the possibility of life in America. I believe 
that no where under the sun, except in those colonies, is the 
possibility of realizing their aim as great as in our coun¬ 
try. And I hope for the sake of the millions of Jews living 
in oppressed lands that the possibilities of coming to Amer¬ 
ica will never be denied to them, and I hope it ever more 
for America’s sake for what these Jews have brought into 
the American melting pot, for what of idealism these Jews 
of oppressed countries ever will bring into the American 
life. And wc brought it not only directly; we brought it in¬ 
directly. The Old Testament and its ideals of democracy 
and social justice were the conceptions that ruled the early 
New Englanders and the Old Testament ideals are bound 
up with the life and the development of American civiliza¬ 
tion. If the Jews have their own homeland there is every 
reason to believe that those same conceptions of democracy 
and social justice will prevail and will be developed there, 
and that that country in its development of social life will 
be an example for all countries of the world. It is up to us 
here in America, free from the disasters of this great world 
war, we, the only Jews in the world who know to-day what 
freedom means, what opportunities liberty gives, we who 
are prosperous beyond all the dreams of our ancestors, wc 
who are prosperous beyond all the Jews in these countries 
where the battles are going on, it is up to us to realize our 
duty to our fellow Jews. There are many duties. There 
are the duties toward the Jewish families stricken in this 
war beyond all others because they are Jews. The poor 
Jews in Poland and Galicia, I am not speaking to-night of 
our duty there. Within a short time we will hold a meeting 
to endeavor to arouse every Jew in America to the fulfill¬ 
ment of his duty toward the war sufferers. But it is our 
duty at this time when all the world seems in chaos, when 
Jew is fighting fellow Jew in pursuance of his duty toward 
his native country, it is up to us to do what we can to pre¬ 
serve that nucleus of the future Jewish nation. It is up to 
us to see to it that these colonies in Palestine are permitted 
to grow, are permitted to live and are given the means of 
living; that our institutions founded in the last thirty years, 
primarily, although not exclusively by the Zionists, are main¬ 
tained. We can only do this through organization, through 
complete national organization in America. We can only 
do this by enlisting the active sympathy of every American 
citizen. Without organization our forces would be scat¬ 
tered. our energies would be lessened, our ability to give 
will be diminished. With organization, pulling together, 
with a single aim, knowing what we want, knowing that we 
can realize if we will but do our duty, realize at least in a 
measure what we are aiming at, we can overcome all ob¬ 
stacle, we can save the colonies of Palestine, but we cannot 
do without organization. We cannot do it without getting 
and enlisting every man and women in the ranks of the 
Zionists, because it is up to the Zionists. It is up to the world 
organization of Zionist to save what they have started, to 
help what they have begun. Here in this center of the 
country you, the Knights of Zion, represent the Ziohists of 
the world. This is their convention. This is their knight. I 
belong to them. You, young men, all of you, join their ranks, 
list yourselves under their banner, fight for your traditions, 
your ancestry, your beliefs. You will thus remain true 
Americans and you will be true Jews. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is customary when an appeal is 
made for a collection to follow, but it is not necessary in 
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this instance. The fervent appeal made by Judge Mack for 
young men to enlist in the ranks of the Knights of Zion is 
too strong and too direct to the heart to necessitate im¬ 
mediate action on the part of the ushers. We want the 
men and women. We recognize the heroines with the 
heroes. The ushers are provided with mebership cards. We 
want everyone in this hall who is not on the roll of the 
Knights of Zion to be on the roll when he leaves or she 
leaves this hall to-night. 

And now, judging from the applause that greeted the 
entry of the next speaker into this hall, I am concluding 
that it is not necessary to introduce but merely to present 
Mr. Louis D. Brandeis. 

MR. LOUIS D. BRANDEIS: I desire to second the 
appeal which was made to you by Judge Mack. America 
and the Jewish people demand that each and every one of 
you should stand up and be counted as a supporter of the 
Zionist cause. America demands that as much as the Jew¬ 
ish people, because it is only by doing your duty as jews 
that you can do your duty as Americans. And you cannot in my 
opinion do your duty as Jews unless you do that highest duty 
of raising the Jewish people to that point where it may best 
serve America and the world. And that can be done only 
by carrying out the ages long dream and prayer of 
the Jews, that they may have again a homeland, where 
the Jewish life may be lived according to the Jewish spirit 
and without trammel of any kind. You and each of you 
are called upon to do your part. You may not shift that 
duty to others. You may not rely upon others to do more 
than their share and you do less. Your own self-respect, 
your own duty demands that you do and ever do, and as the 
first step join, as the president of the Knights of Zion has 
said, join that organization because the Knights of Zion rep¬ 
resent the Zionist movement; and without organization, 
without a great and perfected organization the cause which 
brings us here this evening cannot succeed. You, who hear 
about Zionism without being members of an organization, 
do not picture to yourselves what the forces are which have 
kept alive the Zionist thought and which have made pos¬ 
sible that which has been accomplished. There are no mir¬ 
acles, things happen in the world of Zionism as they happen 
in your own businesses and in your own households. Things 
come from working. Men accomplish things because they 
arc men that work, men that work with things and material 
and instruments with which they must work. That means 
effort and it means money. The great thing that the Zion¬ 
ist movement does and has sought to do in all its years is 
this: 

Not merely to alleviate suffering, not merely to lessen by 
charity to some degree the misery which has been incident 
to the Jewish life these many centuries, but to look at the 
Jewish problem as something to be solved, and to go about 
it with statesmanlike aim, to remove the causes of misery 
and not engage in that vain effort of merely alleviating here 
and there some of the distress which the unfortunate condi¬ 
tion of the Jews throughout the world and throughout the 
centuries entailed. We have learned, each and every one 
of you who are interested in the attainment of social jus¬ 
tice, you know that what has happened is to remove the 
causes of injustice because no amount of philanthropy can 
ever remove hardships in any other way. And what the 
Zionist movement is undertaking to do is to remove the 
causes of the injustice to the Jew, to remove his misery; to 
give him liberty, and not only to give him liberty but to 
give him that standing in the world without which no legal 
declaration of liberty will be of any serious event. 

But while we, the Zionists, have had our minds directed 
to a statesmen-like effort of removing the causes of injus¬ 
tice and of establishing a homeland, we have. I believe, car¬ 
ried on in the last year the most successful and the most 
notable relief work which has been done in America for any 
of the peoples abroad. This is the work: When the pro¬ 
visional committee was organized on the 30th of August, 
1914, a month after the beginning of the war, in order to 
meet the serious needs of the Zionist cause, we made up 
our minds, then, that we would not undertake forms of re¬ 
lief. Our idea was to devote ourselves to what are speci¬ 
fically called the Zionist institutions, to take care of those 
institutions in Palestine, like the national schools, like the 
Palestine office, like hospitals and similar organizations, and 
work of that character which has to do with the great func¬ 
tions of government as distinguished from individual relief. 

But events controlled our action. When we first con¬ 
sidered this subject Turkey had not yet entered the war. 
Palestine was a country at peace. Special efforts of Amer¬ 
icans in respect to Palestine were called for as we then be¬ 
lieved because Europe, Russia and Germany and Austria, 
countries which had contributed most to the support of the 


Zionist institutions and the carrying on of the Zionist propa¬ 
ganda, were prevented by the war not only from making 
customary contributions but were prevented by the war even 
from working and co-operating together for the Zionist 
cause. That was the reason why our provisional committee 
was first founded. But a few months later, as you know, 
Turkey entered the war, and when Turkey entered the war 
there came upon Palestine conditions of more seriousness. 
Not only the Zionists connected with the colonies in Pales¬ 
tine, who were in need of support through Zionist institu¬ 
tions, but that great mass of people in Palestine, the Jews 
who had gone there not to live in the sense of starting a new 
development but to carry out their deep religious faith, those 
Jews, many of them known as the Chaluckah Jews, were in 
need, and we Zionists recognizing that they stood for all 
Jews and that the Jewish problem, the Jewish need was their 
need and Palestine their special care, we undertook to re¬ 
lieve that situation. You of Chicago have particularly good 
reason to know some of the ways in which we did relieve 
it because no part of the country contributed as generously 
as you did under the able management of the officials of the 
Knights of Zion. No part of the county contributed as read¬ 
ily and as generously as you did towards stocking the food 
ship “Vulcan,” which carried the bread to Palestine. 
That was a part of the work which we undertook to put 
forth. That was a very small part. 

Other relief work was undertaken, and other work not 
on its face relief work, but work which granted the most 
extraordinary relief and which carried in it and carries in 
it now that special reference and that special quality which 
the Zionists have endeavored to encourage wherever they 
had occasion to operate, the quality of self-help as dis- 
tinguishd from relief. 

And see what wc did. We knew that there were all over 
America men and women of Jewish birth who had friends 
or relatives in Palestine or who were specially interested in 
institutions in Palestine, which they would be glad to aid 
and persons whom they would be glad to aid if only they 
could be brought into touch with them, into personal touch 
so that they might know that the money that they chose 
to send to a particular person, to a particular individual, that 
that money would reach that individual and that the per¬ 
son they had interest in or the people would be relieved by 
what they undertook to give. And so the Zionist committee 
undertook for Palestine to carry there whatever in the way 
of help, friendly aid any American or any people elsewhere 
over the world might wish to give. And with that small be¬ 
ginning, started thirteen months ago, we have so developed 
the principle of individual help from relative and friend to 
friend and supporter of individual institutions that each and 
every day the Zionist organization is sending without one 
cent of expense to the sender, without expense to the re¬ 
ceiver over a thousand dollars a day, in a year over $365,- 
000.00 from individuals to individuals in Palestine and to in¬ 
stitutions there, specific institutions there, constituting the 
most complete and extensive system of individual help which 
exists between this country and any other country abroad. 

The difficulty of that work you will realize when you 
begin to think what it means in collecting the sums, some as 
small as a dollar, some of them going above a thousand 
dollars from all the different cities and towns not only of 
the United States but from Canada, from South Africa, from 
Australia, from New Zealand, wherever people wish to send 
ajd to Palestine. And to have their friends sought out and 
the money given them they apply to our provisional committee. 
We, through our organizations and Zionist organization in 
Palestine, are acting as the friend, carrying help one to an¬ 
other, searching them out frequently not only in Palestine 
but elsewhere, where they may have gone from Palestine. 
Many of them had left Palestine before money reached them, 
had gone to Egypt because of their being unwilling to be¬ 
come Ottomanized, and they left. They were obliged to 
leave Palestine and seek refuge in some other country; but 
under the work which has been done, the plans which have 
been worked out by the provisional committee, they have 
been followed from place to place, located and relieved and 
their friends in America notified as to this relief, bringing 
relief to the mind, relieving anxiety as well as relief to the 
individual who has been helped. That has been one part, 
an important part, though only a small part, of our work, 
because the Zionist organization had had to undertake in 
Palestine much work which you ordinarily would not think 
of. 

Palestine, as you know, has not only been harassed by 
the war. but it has suffered harassment through the cutting 
off of the means of export and of import in that country. 
Palestine has lived largely from the exports of its planta¬ 
tions, from its plantations, vineyards and its wheat fields, 
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and when the w-ar came there came with it a prohibition 
of exports. There came also a terrible loss to the Pales¬ 
tinians, being unable to market the product of their orange 
groves. We have tried in America when other markets, 
through the war, were closed to Palestine to sell some of 
their oranges here. You of Chicago know a little of that. 
But the prohibition of exports followed and the valuable 
orange crop was lost and the colonies were in need, not in 
need as persons ordinarily requiring bread, but in need of 
capital, capital to operate their plantations, capital to con¬ 
tinue that life of self-support and self-respecting existence 
which had made them the admiration of the Jewish world 
wherever the facts concerning them became known. Then 
we in America, the Zionist Provisional Committee and others 
undertook to raise a loan for those planters, money that 
might be loaned them to be repaid when better conditions 
would enable them to market their products. 

And later there came to Palestine besides the severe 
sufferings incident to the war, sufferings incident to a locust 
plague. In the thirty-three years since the colonics were 
originally established there had been no locust plague in 
Palestine. This year, the year which has just past, follow¬ 
ing after the troubles of the war, came the horrible pest of 
the locust. If they had had a well ordered government, 
such as exists in Egypt, such as exists in some of the civil¬ 
ized countries it would have been possible to have put an 
end or to have prevented the locust pest, particularly as 
the general direction was under that distinguished Pales¬ 
tinian, Aron Aronson, who many of you in Chicago have 
had reason to know, of whom many of you have heard, 
and of whose distinguished services all of you know about. 
If he had had the power of government behind him the 
locust pest might have been prevented, but he had not the 
power of government behind him, and so the colonics did 
suffer despite the tremendous fight which the colonies made. 
The locust came like an enemy, devastating the land. A 
fight was made. No permanent loss has come. The year’s 
crop in large part was lost. These planters need further 
help and the Provisional Committee is endeavoring to ar¬ 
range another loan for this self-help for the colonies. That 
is the line of work we arc doing. 

But with all this work, remember that there is only one 
way in which it can be effectively carried on. It is through 
organization, through bringing behind the Jew, bringing be¬ 
hind the Zionist movement, the Zionist organization, the 
Provisional Committee and the great Actions Committee, 
which has so many years wisely conducted the affairs of 
the Zionist movement, to bring behind them the support of 
the Jews of America, the support, not of a few, but of the 
many because the cause that they are fighting is the cause 
of the whole people. They need the whole people behind 
them. They need it as your president the president of the 
Knights of Zion has said, in order that there might be 
financial support. Everyone should give, no matter how 
little, giving as much as he can; but besides that which he 
gives in money there must be the giving of the heart and 
of the head, the support before the American people and 
the support before the Jews of the world, that numbers 
give. 

You will have the opportunity in a few minutes to listen to 
the address of one who understands the Zionist problem so 
thoroughly and who feels it so deeply that each and every 
one of you who has a drop of Jewish blood and a speck of 
the Jewish consciousness in you will be moved, I am sure. 
When Dr. Levin talks to you, you will feel more strongly 
than any of the rest can possibly convey what Zionism is, 
what the call is that it makes upon you; but don’t rest satis¬ 
fied even with what he says. Learn, study, read what has 
happened in the Zionist world. There isn’t a thing that 
should be more interesting to a Jew to-day than the facts 
in relation to Zionism as they arc occurring from week to 
week. Your papers here give you some information. The 
"Yiddishe Folk” and “The Maccabaean,” the two Zionist 
organs published by the American Zionist, will give you in¬ 
finitely more. Read those. Read them as they appear. 


■ Learn about things Zionistic, and there will be no doubt as 
to your interest, no doubt about your desire to move others 
to follow your example and to become members of the 
Zionist organization. For each and every one of you here 
there is work to do. Let no one of you, if you be a true 
American, shirk your work. 

DR. LEVIN: When Dr. Levin rose from his chair the 
applause began anew, but the speaker’s earnestness and the 
seriousness of his message reacted on the audience and they 
soon were in a mood to suit the occasion. Then Dr. Levin 
began his talk which he prefaced with the remark that he 
had been requested to speak German as a compromise be¬ 
tween English and Yiddish. “But,” said the speaker, “I 
have already made my compromise my speaking Yiddish, 
for Yiddish is nothing more than a compromise between 
German and Hebrew, and I don’t care to make any further 
compromises.” This remark brought forth a laugh, but the 
speaker would not allow any light-heartedness. He was 
earnest, and he insisted on being taken earnestly. It was 
not necessary for him to reiterate on being taken earnestly. 
It was not necessary for him to reiterate his request again. 
His wonderfully graphic account of the present situation of 
the Jew all over the world, moved the hearts of all who 
heard it. In a masterly address Dr. Levin spoke of the Jew¬ 
ish losses in this war, he showed that the Jews lost ap¬ 
proximately more men on the different battlefields than Eng¬ 
land did. “And yet,” continued the speaker, “when the time 
for inventory comes every nation will add up its losses and 
ours will be among them, but they will not be credited to 
us, but to them. Besides lives we have lost a great deal 
financially, probably three billions of dollars, for the for¬ 
eign trade in Russia and a good deal of it in Germany was 
in Jewish hands and now it is all total loss. And with the 
men and money we have lost we have lost a good portion 
of our literature through the death and dispersion of numer¬ 
ous of our literary men, and through the discontinuance of 
our journals and magazines. The sum total of our losses 
is greater than that sustained by any other nation. Yet no 
one sees the extent of our loss because we have no coun¬ 
try of our own, because we arc not stationary, because we 
are always wandering, roaming, tossing about, and no one 
can get a good view of an object that is in constant motion. 

“There is a legend” said the speaker "to the effect that 
those who have died will go through Gilgul Mechilath, will 
roll beneath the earth, to reach their destination. This may 
be pelasant recreation for those who have lain for hundreds 
of years, but for a whole, a living nation, to go through 
Gilgul Mechilath, that is a tradegy indeed.” 

Speaking of the Jewish youth who are found in the front 
rank of every army. Dr. Levin said, that there are many 
reasons for it. The Jew knows that he must signal him¬ 
self wherever he is. He puts himself out to show that he 
is a good patriot, a loyal subject of his monarch. Then 
he knows, too, that he must show more allegiance, a greater 
loyalty than his non-Jewish fellow soldier, if not his wife 
and children will be made to suffer for his shortcomings. 
In this, too, is he unlike his Christian neighbor, for no mat¬ 
ter how young he is already married, and he leaves not 
only a father and mother, but a wife and little ones behind 
him to mourn his loss. 

“The Goluth is not a Shir Hamalath (A song of Ascent), 
but a Shir Ycridah (A Song of Descent) and the longer 
we remain in our present position, the deeper we sink into 
the abyss of suffering. It is the greatest irony of fate to 
think that at the peace conference, Montenegro, with a 
population no larger than that of the Jews in East Broad¬ 
way, will be represented, while the Jewish nation, with all 
its sacrifices and martyrdom, will find no place.” 

Many a tear was shed at the recital of these tales of 
tragedy, but it was not in a mood of utter hopelessness that 
the speaker left his audience. He brought smiles, too. He 
molded his audience at his will, and when he finished with 
a plea for their co-operation in the great work before the 
Jewish nation, every one was —ith him, and warm hearts 
joined with strong voices in the singing of the Hatikvah 
that closed the evening’s program. 
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RELIGIOUS ZIONISM 

ARE ANTI-ZIONISM AND JUDAISM COMPATIBLE? 

BY DR. JACOB H. KAPLAN. 


HIS is the sublimest moment in the 
history of the world. Infinite seons 
of time and countless generations of 
men and women have contributed to 
the gigantic struggle of Europe which 
is but the birth-throes of a new era 
in which there shall be found room 
for that people whose birth is recorded with the crea¬ 
tion of the world and whose death shall be written 
on the last page of recorded human history! Great 
and mighty as have been the contributions of Israel 
to the world’s salvation they are all but as a shadow 
of what we shall yet bring forth as a nation for the 
salvation of man and the peace of humanity. 

In Israel there has always been, until recently, 
room for two opinions. Even the reformed rabbis have 
learnt about Hillel and Shammai, opposing schools 
of thought, both working for the sanctification of 
God’s name. The prophets were nationalists and 
universalists at the same time, just as we of to-day 
who understand not only Judaism but the Jews, are 
at one and the same time Zionists, American citizens, 
and Cosmopolitanists with equal faith and tremendous 
hope. Reform and Orthodoxy are still two parties 
in Israel with equal rights and equal sincerity of pur¬ 
pose. Not very long ago reform leaders had reason 
to complain bitterly that their voice was not heard, 
that Jews were prejudiced against their message, but 
in a few short years we too have learnt the lesson of 
prejudice and narrow-mindedness and we are pursu¬ 
ing the Zionists with a zeal worthy of a better cause. 

O That a Wise and a Lilienthal were living here 
now 1 They were Men, men of broad vision and 
keen sympathy; in the presence of the unparalleled 
conditions of to-day they would certainly be large 
enough to write their theology in conformity with the 
problems of the Jews of to-day. 

We left out the return to Zion from our prayer- 
books and now we dare not restore it. And yet 
Emerson says: “Each age, it is found, must write 
its own books, or rather each generation for each 
succeeding, the books of an older period will not fit 
this.” 

The late Dr. Solomon Schechter has well said: 
“The Zionists are no saints, but they may fairly 
claim that few movements are more free from the 
considerations of convenience and comfort, and less 
tainted with worldliness and other worldliness than 
the one which they serve. All the powers that be, 
were, and still are opposed to it, whether in their 
capacity of individuals or as wealthy corporations. 
The Zionists are just beginning to be tolerated, but 
I remember distinctly the time when adhesion to the 
cause Zionism might interfere with the prospects of 
a man’s career, the cry being: “No Zionists need 
apply.” The class from which the Zionists were re¬ 
cruited were mostly the poorest among the poor. 
College men and University men, more blessed with 
enthusiasm and idealism than with goods of this world, 
also furnished a fair quota. But this lack of means 
did not prevent them from responding most generous¬ 
ly to every appeal made on behalf of the cause. They 
taxed themselves to the utmost of their capacity, and 


beyond. I myself have witnessed cases in which men 
and women joyfully contribute their last earnings, 
foregoing their summer vacations, for which they 
had been saving a whole year.” 

“What will the nations say?” 

You see and you hear what the nations are saying 
in their thunderous voices and with their loving can¬ 
nons. I think it is time for nations to come and hear 
what I have to say, what the house of Israel has to 
say. I will listen to what God the Lord will say, and 
I feel the voice of God speaking unto me as unto Jere¬ 
miah. 

“Unto whomsoever I will send thee, go, and what¬ 
soever I command thee, speak. Be not afraid of them, 
for I am with thee to deliver thee. 

If anti-Zionists would spend half the time in think¬ 
ing what they spend in fearing, they would see that 
the aim of Zionists and Anti-Zionists is the same, 
little as they may think. The aim is: To preserve the 
Jews from physical extermination, and to keep alive 
in them, and for the world, the spiritual and religious 
life for which the Jew has a peculiar and superior 
genius. 

Whatever the Jew touched was turned not into 
gold but into Religious, sanctifying life. The neces¬ 
sity of family life was sanctified into the Holy Bond 
of Matrimony, the birth was a religious joy to the 
family, the adolescent period was sanctified into a 
religious and holy rite, food became the sacred partak¬ 
ing of God’s bounty, shelter became the Temple of God 
in the home. A Christian gentleman once said to 
me, "The Jew was permitted to enter into business ac¬ 
tivity only because it was a disgraceful occupation. 
With your religious genius you have raised business 
to the highest station of honor. If therefore the 
Jews were to take up farming, now that farming is 
not looked upon with as much favor as business, they 
would raise that too to the high and noble station to 
which they have raised business.” That is saying, in 
other words, that whatever the Jew touches becomes 
a blessing and salvation to humanity. 

As Zionism aims to gather a few Jews under their 
own laws and government to develop their genius 
and manhood, and the Jewish genius is religious, Zion¬ 
ism is and must always remain a religious movement 
more distinctly than anything else. 

To belittle Zionism, which has brought new life 
and joy to millions of Jews, and has brought back to 
our ranks men whom neither reform nor orthodoxy 
could reach, is, to say the very least, not compatible 
with Judaism. 

If there is to to be Union in Israel for the sake of 
Judaism, it must not be gained at the expense of Zion¬ 
ism. For the amount of Judaism in the so-called re¬ 
ligious homes of our modern Jews could probably not 
be discovered with a microscope and is infinitesimal 
compared with the amount of Judaism and Jewishness 
in the hearts of Zionists. 

Anti-Zionism is, to my mind, an attempt to cut out 
the Jewish heart from the Jewish people, or else it is 
mistaken conception of loyalty to the German, Jewish, 
Reform, American, Modern theology. The fact is that 
the men of the last generation, who out of gratitude 
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for the bone of liberty thrown them or promised us 
excised the references to Zion from the prayer books, 
had no conception of Zionism in our sense for the 
simple reason that this Zionism did not exist. The 
past generations talked about a Messiah who would 
lead back Israel to Palestine, etc. That, of course, a 
modern man cannot believe, but a sane, honest, scien¬ 
tific movement to reclaim the land, to purchase the 
land that was stolen from us, to ask the world to pro¬ 
tect us, those of us who wish and can return, against 
that Zionism no sane Jewish scholar ever preached 
in the past, for it did not exist either in thought or in 
the possibility of realization. 

What then is Zionism? Zionism is the desire on the 
part of many Jews to procure by purchase the land 
of our fathers and establish a politically secured, pub¬ 
licly recognized home for the oppressed Jews of the 
world. But some Jews are always afraid of what the 
Christians will say. They are on excellent terms with 
their Christian neighbors and yet they know them so 
little that they are always afraid that they will mis¬ 
understand them. Why an honest man, with honor¬ 
able intentions, in a broad-minded country should be 
afraid to dream and labor for a mighty cause is be¬ 
yond my ability to grasp. We have as much right 
to live as any people on the face of the earth. Eng¬ 
land does not seem to have such fears as our good 
friends entertain, for on August 14, 1903, in a letter 
from the Foreign Office, regarding a place for a poli¬ 
tically assured and publicly recognized Jewish Home. 
Mr. Clement Hill writes to the Jewish Colonial Trust 
that the Marquis of Lansdowne has studied the ques¬ 
tion, and “if a site can be found which the Trust and 
His Majesty’s commissioner consider suitable, and 
which commends itself to his Government, Lord 
Lansdowne will be prepared to entertain favorably 
proposals for the establishment of a Jewish colony or 
settlement on conditions which will enable the mem¬ 
bers to observe their national customs.” 

If we are scattered, granting that we are given an 
invitation to scatter ourselves, then what becomes of 
our Jewish spirit, our Jewish Religion for the sake of 
which our good friends tell us God has scattered us. 

When we read even superficially the pages of our 
suffering and the noble help of ruling nations we see 
that our problem is plainer than it has ever been since 
the dispersion, assimilation or preservation. Both 
Anti-Zionists and Zionists cry out against assimilation. 
They differ only as to the method to be pursued of 
preserving the remnants of Israel. Or am I wrong 
when I assume that the Anti-Zionist also cries out 
against Assimilation? Can it be possible that they 
have a tacit understanding with the naturalization of¬ 
ficers in every land that we are painlessly and noise¬ 
lessly and unsuspectingly to commit suicide? Well, 
that would not be as inhuman as the Russian method, 
nor as galling as the German method, but to us Jews 
is as thoroughly unsatisfactory. We want to live as 
Jews without any promise that under the name of 
Modern Judaism, we are going to have the Jew melted 
out of us. 

That I am not dreaming but know whereof I speak, 
let me introduce you to one of the finest Christian 
gentlemen, pleading the cause of Jew, in his wonder¬ 
ful book, “Israel in Europe.” No Jew could have been 
more fair nor could any one be more severe with the 
Anti-Semite than F. G. Abbott, and yet this is his 
honest reading of the hand of history, and therefore 
he regrets the shameful practices of Anti-Semites: 
“Anti-Semitism is a movement retrogressive in a two¬ 
fold sense. Retrogressive in as much as it shows that 
the current of European humanism is flowing back¬ 


ward, and retrogressive in as much as it has actually 
checked the gradual and voluntary assimilation of the 
Jew.” 

The dearest friends of the Jews have recognized that 
if they would only let us alone, give us a little peace, a 
little kindness, a little liberty and a little modern educa¬ 
tion, and social standing, the Jewish problem will solve 
itself, we shall painlessly, voluntarily, and joyfully com¬ 
mit suicide by way of assimilation. Recognizing this 
fact, if we had nothing else to speak about, we cry 
out in our anguish, we don’t want to be absorbed, 
we don’t want to die a sweet death. We want to live, 
live as Jews, live as a blessing to humanity, now that 
the world needs us more than ever before. As Jews, 
knowing and feeling our own genius, understanding 
the genius of all other peoples, we know as thoroughly 
as the prophets did that the world does not know the 
meaning of Religion as the Jew understands it, does 
not know the meaning of the spiritual forces that 
play in human life as the Jew does, has not the cour¬ 
age to be guided by the divine within man, and that 
if the Jew is absorbed, we feel there would be lost to 
the world a priest-people who would have lived their 
message in their own land, as an example to all the 
world. 

In Russia the Jews form 4.6% of the total popula¬ 
tion, but 94. of them live in the Pale of settlement, 
about 6 , 000 , 000 . 

“I can testify,” said a great Christian scholar, 
one of the greatest honest writers on Jewish affairs,” 
that nothing in Europe is so poor, no beings earn their 
crust of rye bread with such bitterness as 9/10 of the 
Russian Jews. 

In Odessa—I am picking out just at random—there 
are 48,500 souls. 1/3 of them lived on 120 lbs. of coal 
for the winter. Of 60,000 patients 33,000 are Jews, 
although the Jews are only 1/3 of the population. 63 % 
of the Jewish dead are buried free. 

The Jews of this country are always looking for 
a home. Russia will not let them live, nor will she 
let them go without a passport, and a passport costs 
money, and money they have not; they have not 
enough to live nor enough to die on. Even if they 
could obtain from the benign Paternal Government 
money to leave, where shall they go? England and 
the United States, the most liberal countries with land 
sufficient to populate a new world, even these have 
“Immigration Laws” and even a blind man can read 
the meaning of the Immigration Laws. 

In every land we are giving up our life to the sur¬ 
roundings, some of the noblest and best of our people 
are being drawn away from our ranks, and in ever 
fewer numbers we are asked to keep up the unequal 
conflict with the world forces, very few of them 
friendly to the struggling, aspiring, faithful Jews, It 
almost seems as if in a world of hypocrisy and blood¬ 
shed and make-belief love, there is no room for faith¬ 
ful servants of God. 

Through indifference, through baptism, through se¬ 
cession, through intermarriage we are losing our men 
and our women, our boys and girls, our culture and 
our distinctiveness. “The sun of liberty dissolves the 
ties more readily than the fires of the Inquisition.” 

Here the Anti-Zionists tell us to be a good citizen 
one must be an Anti-Zionist but in Germany scholars. 
Mommsen, Treitschke and Paulsen say that to be a 
good German one must be a Christian. 

There are I am told over 100 English societies alone 
for the purpose of undermining the Faith of Israel 
and stealing her men and women from her fold. 

Let me read the baptisms so far as they have been 
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obtained for the last century, and so far as we are told 
these are daily increasing: 

United Kingdom, 28,300; Germany, 22,520; Holland, 
1,800; Norway and Sweden, 500; Denmark, 100; Swit¬ 
zerland, 100; France, 2,400; Austria-Hungary, 44,756; 
Russia, 34,536; Rumania, 1.500; Turkey, 3,300; Greece, 
etc., 100; Italy, 300; Asia and Africa, 600; Australia, 
200; North America, 1,300; Total 204,542 Baptisms. 

Through intermarriage we are losing still more. 

In Germany in 1901 there were 658 intermarriages 
out of a total of 3873. 

In 1910 this intermarriage business has doubled; 
1003 out of 3880. 

In Hungary from 1895-99 5% were intermarriages, 
but in 1911 this has more than doubled, for 11% of 
all Jewish marriages are intermarriages. 

In Denmark from 1880-1889 55% were intermar¬ 
riages, but from 1900-1905 82%-89% of all Jewish 
marriages were intermarriages. Almost all the 
Jews are being lost to the Jewish people. For, remem¬ 
ber the children remaining in Judaism from these in¬ 
termarriages, or mixed marriages are almost nothing. 
Take it in Prussia in the years 1890-1905 22% of these 
children remained Jews, while in Hungary from 1896- 
1906 only 14% remained to the Jews. 

When we behold the awful tragedy of Israel, when 
we see our sons and daughters becoming indifferent 
to Judaism, ashamed often of their parents who have 
wandered for their sakes to find a resting place for 
their weary limbs and their undying religious faith, 
when we see the hundreds of thousands of Baptisms for 
persecution’s sake, when we lose our children our noblest 
and best men and women through mixed marriages, when 
we see the process of absorption before our very eyes 
through economic pressure, through religious evapora¬ 
tion, when we find our sacred tongue among the rubbish 
heap of yesterday, our culture diluted beyond recogni¬ 
tion, Jewish individuality suppressed for fear of not 
finding a resting place among the late watchers of the 
social ball room, when we have to offer excuses for our 
physiognomy, when at every step we must watch the 
snares that are set to catch our weary feet when we 
read and see of the economic, social, professional, com¬ 
mercial prizes offered to those of us who are willing 
to become faithless, when we feel the inhuman treat¬ 
ment dealt out to our brethren as a reward for their 
services to humanity, when we see that the scoundrels 
that the higher civilization has made of some of our 
men set down to our credit and the great German, 
Russian, Austrian, American Jews not charged to our 
account, when we stare extinction in the face, we cry 
out in our agony, O God deliver us! Save the rem¬ 
nants of Israel! 

I am not going to be so unkind as to say that you 
do not know these conditions. But you have a differ¬ 
ent remedy. 

The remedy of the Anti-Zionist as well as of other 
“modern Jews” is well known. America is our Pales¬ 
tine and Washington is our Jerusalem. How beauti¬ 
ful ! But I ask from the sorrow and from the hope of 
the Jewish heart; where is the Palestine for the other 
Jews? And where is their Jerusalem? 

A young man once asked the father for his daugh¬ 
ter’s hand. “Are you sure,” said the father, “that you 
can support a family?” 

“I wasn’t thinking of a family,” said the young man, 
“I was thinking only of your daughter.” 

We are not thinking of the family of Israel. We are 
thinking only of ourselves and our daughters. 

I have to smile whenever I hear of our good friends' 
slogan, “We have a Mission to teach the World.” 


We have succeeded in teaching the world the Jew¬ 
ish idea that a Christmas tree in a Jewish home is all 
right, for it teaches good will to men. We have suc¬ 
ceeded in teaching the world our glorious idea of the 
Sabbath, that it is all right to work on the Sabbath, 
that Sunday will do just as well and then don’t keep 
the Sunday either. 

We have succeeded in teaching the world the sup¬ 
erstition of Laying Tefillin, the stupidity of Kashruth, 
the barbarism of Milah and the greatness of the greatest 
of all prophets, the founder of Christianity. In fact we 
are succeeding so well with our mission that it is not any 
longer necessary for all the Jews to waste time with this 
mission, a few of them could be spared to rebuild the 
waste places of Palestine that have been let fall into ruin 
and decay. 

We want to purchase the land stolen from our fath¬ 
ers, we want to pay for the land that was once flowing 
with milk and honey, and we have faith in the world 
that, recognizing our right to live, recognizing our 
genius to bring spiritual salvation to the world, that 
they will all combine in one glorious symphony and 
guarantee our rights to Palestine, to be there a neutral 
power, under the eye of all nations, with the good will 
of all peoples, for the benefit of all creeds and peoples 
on earth. Not all Jews can return, want to return, or 
need return. In the Babylonian Exile, when just such 
a movement was on foot of rebuilding the waste places 
of Palestine, more were the Jews that remained behind 
than those that were heroic and unselfish enough to 
return, but all Jews were loyal enough to the ideal to 
help with words, with gifts, with encouragement the 
band of returning patriots, the God-chosen heroes to 
battle in the cause of the priest people. And be it not 
forgotten that those that returned have changed the 
religious aspect of the world, while those who re¬ 
mained have no doubt helped with their lives to enrich 
the nations among whom they lived. 

For Palestine we cannot use the many who are at 
ease in other lands. We will select only as Gideon 
did the 300 worthy men, capable of suffering and of 
laboring in the cause of Jewish people. 

But the land is rocky. Moses drew water from the 
rock, and the enthusiastic Zionists can draw fruits from 
the rocky soil. We want to show the world what it 
means to till the soil with the enthusiasm of prophets. 
What will not the soil of Palestine do for men 
who will till it with love of God in their heart 
and the love of humanity for their ideal. You 
cannot even guess at the possibilities of a new 
Jewish Nation. You do not know Jews, you only know 
something of Judaism. Do we know the Russian 
Jew, him with his soiled coat, with his bent back, with 
his fiery eyes, with his religious fervor, with his in¬ 
heritance of the divine spirit from God himself with 
whom he is in daily intercourse. 

We want to build up in Zion a Nation that shall be 
the example to all the world of a people without the 
necessary evil of civilization, without the commercial 
rapacity of the modern world, without the money sharks 
of civilized peoples. We want to build a nation of 
Jewish culture. For, however, great have been the labors 
of Israel in the past they are not even the shadow of what 
we can do in the development of our Genius for the 
salvation of the world. Even the so-called Higher Critics 
have not been of our people. What can we not render to 
this part of the modern world, if we, the descendants of 
the people who wrote the Bible, in the place where the 
Bible was written, in the surroundings and with the back- 
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Zionism and Ethical Culture 

BY JESSIE E. SAMPTER. 


ROFESSOR FELIX ADLER, leader 
of the Ethical Culture movement in 
America, and therefore properly to be 
considered as representative of his 
followers, recently delivered an ad¬ 
dress on “Zionism and Its Ideal” 
which was an excellent example of the 
refinements of misunderstanding and unconscious mis¬ 
representation with which our opponents are forced to 
meet us. As Zionism is an ethical question, a challenge 
to the conscience of the Jew, and as Prof. Adler’s point 
of view may be considered typical of at least the Ethi¬ 
cal Culture Society, we can meet him upon this thor¬ 
oughly Jewish plane of the righteousness of our cause 
and his. 

He began by speaking of the idealism of the Zionist, 
which he could not fail to recognize. He spoke of 
idealism as the glow on the mountain, but in this case 
it appears that he failed to see the glow, but saw only 
the light in the eyes of those who beheld it. That there 
should be such a light in their eyes and that there 
should be a devotion, a readiness for self sacrifice and 
a nobility such as he found Zionism has aroused in 
numbers of people, ought to prove to him that the glow 
itself is there and that it is something very different 
from what he afterwards described. 

Prof. Adler's objection to Zionism are not unusual. 
We have heard and answered them all many times. 
In brief, they are about as follows: 

A home for the Jews in Palestine—that is, a haven 
of refuge—may be desirable, but a national state, in 
the usual state spirit, is to be depreciated. 

To look upon the Holy Land as a source of Jewish 
inspiration, is a materialistic and sentimental point of 
view. 

America is a home for the Jew. 

Zionism is not religious, since the religious Jew al¬ 
ways waited for divine intervention. Hence, presum¬ 
ably, it is not spiritual. The prophets on whose teach¬ 
ings we base our movement, are out of date. 

Herzl, who it appears made Zionists of the Messianic 
people, had no Jewish background or Jewish knowl¬ 
edge. 

Zionism is the result of Anti-Semitism, therefore 
purely materialistic (though he had called it an ideal). 

It is a fine and noble martyrdom to endure prejudice. 

Zionism is opposed to American patriotism. Ameri¬ 
can ideals are different from Jewish ideals, and should 
claim our whole allegiance. 

Zionism would not solve the problem of Russian 
persecution. 

Palestine could not hold many of the Jews. 

It is selfish of Zionists to be in haste to solve the 
Jewish problem when there arc so many more im¬ 
portant social problems to be solved. 

After all, we would be dependent on other and 
stronger nations. 

Two cannot agree, therefore cannot govern them¬ 
selves. 

The Jewish genius develops best in dispersion. 

Zionism breeds prejudice between Jew and Gentile. 

All nations finally disappear. Why not the Jewish 
nation? 

The Basle platform says that we shall “create a 
publicly recognized and legally secured home.” The 


difference between nation and state is one rarely em¬ 
phasized. We do not desire a political state in the 
sense in which the nations of Europe desire it. What 
we desire is only what the Jews desired on their re¬ 
turn from Babylon, and that with which the prophets 
were satisfied when they reprimanded the kings for 
rebelling against the empire which protected them. We 
wish autonomy in Palestine, a home-land where the 
Jewish people can develop the Jewish life and the 
Jewish spirit, and we are willing to take this justice 
from whomever will give it to us. 

The inspiration which we hope to get and do get 
from the Holy Land is quite a different one from the 
sentimental pleasure that comes of seeing a spot as¬ 
sociated with higtory. To us prophecy is as much in¬ 
volved as history, and it is living and working for the 
Holy Land, not merely seeing it, which is our source 
of inspiration. In deed, most Jews when they first 
go to Palestine are sorely disappointed, but when they 
have labored and suffered there, they cannot bear to 
leave it, and when they do leave it, they cannot wait 
to return. To us the Holy Land means a special 
thing, the ideal of nationalism whereby the land is as 
the body and the people is as the soul, an ideal which 
excludes materialism and aggression in the “modern” 
national sense. 

How can America be a home for the Jew, when it 
is not a home for the Jewish life? The Jew who is a 
Zionist does not think of himself as an individual, 
comfortable in one place or uncomfortable in another. 
He thinks of the Jewish people as an entity. He thinks 
of them, not in number, but in character, and he wants 
that character of his people, that selfhood, to develop 
freely in one spot, and to add riches to the Jew and to 
the world. 

In the long terrible days of mediaeval oppression 
the Jew waited for divine intervention. He had to 
hold this doctrine or forego hope altogether. As soon 
as he saw some freedom and the power to act, he was 
willing to regard himself once more as the instrument 
of God. 

In the deepest sense, the Zionist movement is a re¬ 
ligious movement, in that there is probably not a 
Zionist living, whose underlying hope is not the Jew¬ 
ish people re-established as a righteous nation in the 
service of the ultimate ideal of national and inter¬ 
national morality. 

That the prophets are old is true. That we cannot 
accept their words and teaching without applying 
them to modern life is also true. The Zionist move¬ 
ment is the direct descendant of the prophets and is 
based upon their tradition as all life, all personality 
is based upon tradition. We cannot speak a word of 
any language without speaking traditionally, and we 
cannot be radicals without going back to the root. 

Herzl was not the creator of the Zionist movement. 
All that he did was to gather the various threads and 
organize them. Zionism is a folk movement, not the 
work of one man. Therein lies its strength and its 
compulsion. For about fifteen years before Herzl 
re-discovered his Judaism, there had been Zionist So¬ 
cieties and there had been colonization in Palestine. 

That Zionism is the result of Anti-Semitism is a 
half truth and even a doubtful half truth. Anti-Semit¬ 
ism was the immediate cause of certain persons realiz- 
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"mg the truth of the Zionist ideal, hut it was not be¬ 
cause of their desire to escape Anti-Semitism that they 
became Zionists. As Schmarya Levin has said, Anti- 
Semitism was the button that turned on the light, 
but unless there had been electricity, there could have 
been no light. 

The effect of Anti-Semitism on Zionism is interest¬ 
ing in the light it throws on recent history. The Jew 
had made the effort to assimilate, in Russia through 
the Haskallah movement, in Germany through the 
indirect influence of Mendelsohn and the Reform 
movement. He was met by persecution in Russia, by 
Anti-Semitism in Germany and France. He then real¬ 
ized that he could not find his salvation or his personal 
dignity in the respect paid to him by other persons, but 
that first of all he must respect himself for that which 
he actually is. Anti-Semitism was the slap in the face 
which a king may give to his cringing vassal, and 
the slap made the Jew realize that his place was not 
that of a cringing vassal. 

Zionists do not try to escape from Anti-Semitism 
in its form of social persecution. They ignore it. 
They scarcely feel it as individual because their life 
is too full of its own content to be troubled by the 
social prejudice of others. Zionists can meet Christ¬ 
ians on a much fairer plane than can the assimilating 
Jew; they find less prejudice, and more mutual inter¬ 
est. The martyrdom of the Jew in his acceptance of 
social prejudice may call forth praise, but I confess that 
it seems childish to me. What have we, the martyrs 
who have faced death and worse than death for cen¬ 
turies without flinching, to do with this petty martyr¬ 
dom of the summer hotel and college club? When we 
Zionists wish to convince some assimilated Jew of the 
truth of Zionism, we tell him what we believe to be 
true—that Zionism will probably help in varioius ways 
to do away with social prejudice. This interests him. 
It does not specially interest us. 

With our ideal of nationalism, there can ne no con¬ 
flict between different nationalisms within a state. 
The patriotism of the Irish Home Rulers in America 
has never been doubted. As for my Americanism, 
whatever deepens my humanity, deepens my Ameri¬ 
canism, and my Zionism deepens my humanity. 

It is an accepted fact that the Pilgrim Fathers 
founded America on Old Testament ideas. That 
America is to work out certain things which are not 
contained in the Bible is just as true as that the Jews, 
even in America, are to work out certain things for the 
world which are not contained in the Bible The Jew 
does not live by books alone. He lives by the full 
blooded experience of the Jewish people, interpreting 
in its life the traditions, the ideals and the aspirations 
that by its life it has embodied in its books. 

Dr. Adler believes that because he has studied Jew¬ 
ish history, the Bible and Hebrew literature, he under¬ 
stands the inwardness of Jewish life. I venture to say 
that the little East side boy or girl of whom he spoke, 
and who is tranfigured by the ideals of Zionism, may 
respond to the inwardness of that life better than he. 
There were many Jews in the Middle ages learned 
in the Talmud and Bible who forsook their people, 
who became Catholic priests and even turned against 
their people. Therefore it is not necessarily true that 
Jewish learning gives us an insight into the ideals of 
the Jewish people. 

Would Zionism prevent Russian persecution? Had 
we fulfilled the ideal of Zionism long ago, Russian 
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persecution w r ould probably have been impossible. 
We are not attempting to meet one problem, but all 
the problems of the Jews at once. Zionism is not 
merely a geographic movement. It involves the or¬ 
ganization of the whole Jewish people. At present, 
the Jewish people is a mass of individuals that can be 
outraged as their oppressors please, with no means 
even of protesting, except indirectly through other na¬ 
tions. If the thirteen million Jews in the world were 
organized, and if somewhere they had the life-giving 
center which would make that organization possible, 
they would be a body capable of acting for themselves 
continuously. As Mr. Brandeis has said, the reason 
the Jews in Poland are so much worse off than the 
Belgians is that the Jews, having no organization, have 
no basis for credit. They cannot be dealt with as a 
unit. In fact they cannot be dealt with at all. 

Palestine is about the same size as Belgium or Hol¬ 
land and could hold six or seven million people. But 
all that is not really to the point. When we say that 
Zionism will solve the Jewish problem, we do not be¬ 
lieve that it will make all the Jews of the world happy 
immediately. We mean that it will solve the un¬ 
natural position of the people, that it will solve the 
spiritual problem for those Jews who long to live a 
complete Jewish life, to fulfill the inward Jewish 
promise, and who see no place save our own Jewish 
land where this can be done. 

Afe we too impatient to solve our problem, when 
there are so many other problems to be solved? We 
are no more impatient than the others. In fact, we are 
the others, for the social problem is also our problem. 
Since our ideal is justice for the small nation, justice 
and democracy among nations, we could not work for 
our ideal without working for the ideal of social justice. 
We are working for what we desire and for what we 
consider right. We do not expect to get what we 
desire without great sacrifice in the future as we have 
made great sacrifice in the past. If I knew to-day that 
we could not return to our national home for the next 
two thousand years, and that during those two thou¬ 
sand years it would be as terrible a struggle as in the 
past to maintain what I consider a sacred trust, I 
would continue to do exactly what I am doing at this 
moment. 

In working for our right, we are working for the 
right of all oppressed peoples. That is the task of 
the Jew—to make the world see the individuality and 
responsibility of nations, to teach them that the 
national unit is something more and different than the 
sum of individuals who compose the nation. Shall we 
not give to the world in the future national law and 
national righteousness, as we gave to the world in the 
past individual righteousness? This is the ideal which 
underlies the labors and hopes of every Zionist. 

Why should we not sue the nations for help? We 
are willing to be materially dependent and interde¬ 
pendent with all the nations. Would it be better to 
fight than to sue? There are today only seven hun¬ 
dred thousand people in Palestine. There is no reason 
why they should oppose us when we go there with a 
proper understanding. It is true that that understand¬ 
ing is not yet established. 

I question the ethics of Professor Adler's mention¬ 
ing the base and groundless slander of bargain be¬ 
tween Herzl and the Sultan in regard to the Armenian 
massacres, whereby, as a reward for concessions, Jew- 
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ish political influence was to be used in behalf of 
Turkey. Herzl’s character alone would be proof 
enough of its untruth. But the actual political con¬ 
ditions disprove it, and it is pretty certainly Known 
that the compact was to be on a purely financial basis, 
and that the reason Herzl failed was because he could 
not get the co-operation of the Jewish financiers. 

Zionism is a democratic, a folk movement. Among 
all democratic, individualistic people there are factions 
and divisions. The opposition to Zionism is a minority 
even though the organized Zionists are also a minority. 
The great bulk of the Jews are consciously or un¬ 
consciously in sympathy with us. As for the parties 
in Zionism, they are not in opposition to one another, 
but are accentuating different aspects of Jewish life 
and working together for the same ends. Even the 
Territorialists will return to us when we can prove to 
them that Palestine is “practical.” 

What different things we may. mean when we speak 
of Jewish genius! One may speak of the genius of 
the Jewish people, and of the genius of individual 
Jews. In all the countries of the world there have 
been Jews who have made good in the various arts 
and sciences, although the very highest expression was 
denied them because the highest expression, at least 
in art, is always intensely national. But the genius 
of the Jewish people has not expressed itself except in 
Jewish nationalist form. The writers of the exile in 
Babylon and Jehuda Halevi, the two chief examples 
of Jewish genius outside of Palestine, while they did 
not do their work in Palestine, they did it in relation 
you can give to the Jews a national inspiration and 
still take away from them the desire for national life 
is an enigma which I, for one, cannot solve. The Jews 
in Palestine never were segregated and never will be 
segregated. There will be just as many Jews in most 
countries after we have our national center as there 
have been or would be without it. But those Jews 
will have a continuous source of inspiration from the 
national life in the national home. 

I deny that Zionism breeds prejudice between Jews 
and Gentiles. Personally, I have found more content 
and more inspiration in my relation with Christians 
since I am a Zionist that I did before. If prejudice is 
judging the individual before knowing him, what of 
judging the individual before knowing him, what of 
judging groups before knowing them? How can the 
individual Jew justify himself if he accepts adulation 
from Christians who are prejudiced against the Jewish 
people? No greater insult can be offered to the Jew 
than to be told that he is different from other Jews, 
therefore acceptable. There is surely no harm in a 
pride which refuses to be comforted at the expense 
of a people. 

As for the Jew living in co-operation with the Gen¬ 
tile, that is what all Zionists wish and what they do. 
They know that loyalty to the past, that to be true to 
the ultimate Jewish ideal within them, makes them 
worthier men, worthier Americans. America is not 
losing the idealism “wasted” on Zionism. It is en¬ 
riched by it, it is kindled by it. as a flame kindles 
other flames, “so nobleness enkindleth nobleness.” 

We American Zionists feel that our experience in 
America will help us to a fuller understanding of politi¬ 
cal ideas for Palestine and that our Jewish culture and 
nurture must enrich America, that they are the only 


things which we have to give which can enrich Ameri¬ 
ca. 

According to the platform of the Ethical Culture 
Society, thre is absolutely no reason why its members 
should be opposed to Zionism. The Zionists as well 
as they wish to work in relation with our Gentile 
neighbors and for the common good of humanity. 
They also are dedicated to the ever-increasing knowl¬ 
edge, practice and love of the right. They believe 
that this is Jewish. Ethical Culture has then nothing 
that is not a natural outgrowth of the development of 
the Jewish ideal. So Christianity, as expressed by 
Jesus, contained nothing which was not contained in 
the personal morality of the Jewish writers of his time. 
Paul, the Jew, apostle to the Gentiles, added much and 
dropped much in order to fit Jewish doctrine to the 
needs of a strange people. It seems to us as if Pro¬ 
fessor Adler were doing the same, as if he were an 
apostle carrying a Jewish message to the Gentiles. He 
is fitting it to their need. He attracts the assimilating 
Jew and the Gentile. In the future, there will be no 
Jews in the Ethical Culture Society. 

I believe that under Professor Adler’s avowed pur¬ 
pose, as under our avowed purpose, lies as deep as sub¬ 
conscious and all-powerful purpose as moves us. Un¬ 
der our avowed purpose of rebuilding the Jewish land, 
Palestine, and re-establishing there the Jewish people, 
lies the deep, sub-conscious purpose of fulfilling a na¬ 
tional ideal in the world and for the world. Under his 
avowed purpose of serving the right lies the deep and 
sub-conscious purpose of assimilating with other peo¬ 
ples and other ideals. Whatever Professor Adler him¬ 
self may believe, I am convinced that to the majority 
of the members of the Ethical Culture Society, Ethical 
Culture is a respectable, “moral” way of escaping from 
the difficult obligation of being a Jew. Professor Ad¬ 
ler said that he resented our position because we dared 
to claim that Jews were not doing their duty if they 
were not Zionists. We do make that claim, and we 
base it on a fundamental ethical concept. We consider 
loyalty to be the underlying human virtue. The many 
members of the “Ethical” congregation, believe that 
Ethical Culture is like the charity of a man who has 
done a great wrong. It is the desire to .whitewash 
with all other possible virtues the glaring gap that 
has been left by forgetting this fundamental virtue of 
loyalty. 

If what I say is not true, then I cannot understand 
why Professor Adler or the members of his Society 
should repudiate the ideal of Zionism. There is no an¬ 
tagonism on the surface between their platform and 
ours. There is no antagonism in the depth of our 
hearts. If there is antagonism on their part, I can con¬ 
ceive of its coming only from the deep-rooted desire 
to assimilate. 

Professor Adler ended by speaking of the morning 
glow on the Rockies and the evening glow on Mt. Her- 
mon. It was a pretty figure, but I cannot see that it 
had any pertinence or that the facts point to its realiza¬ 
tion. A peop'e is immortal as an individual is immor¬ 
tal, through vision, service and sacrifice. If the Jew¬ 
ish people can gain for itself this kind of immortality, 
and make the world continuously its debtor, what right 
has any Jew, in the face of such an ideal, to say the 
funeral oration over us in the midst of our return to 
spiritual youth? 
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REVIEWS AND COMMENTS 


PALESTINE AND THE 

POWERS. BY F. G. JANNAWAY 

This is a rather curious work by an orthodox 
Christian, who believes in the restoration of the Jewish 
Commonwealth, because it was foretold in the Bible. 
The book is written in a loose, rather ill- considered 
style and is lacking in method in the presentation of 
its contents. The writer has been in Palestine, how¬ 
ever, and visited the colonies, and sets down a list of 
them, including schools and other institutions. The 
claim is made that his list is the most complete that 
has yet been compiled. Interesting, though not al¬ 
ways convincing, is the writer’s identification of 
ancient nations with the latter-day powers which are at 
war at the present time. For example, he believes that 
the word Tarshish is used in the Bible to designate 
Great Britain. The startling feature of his assertions 
is that he does not use the Biblical names of peoples 
and places as figures of speech, with which to point a 
moral, but regards them literally as ancient names 
for modern nations and localities whose advent in the 
great world-drama affecting Israel had been foretold 
long ago. Perhaps not many will be found who will 
agree with the writer in his singular penchant for 
discovering in the Bible precisely those names and 
occasions in modern times, which are the labels of our 
age. But whatever the shortcomings of the work— 
and they are not few—it would be a mistake to regard 
it as an isolated, uninstructive incident. As a matter 

* Books reviewed in this department are obtainable through 
"The Maccabaean.” 


of fact, it furnishes one of many evidences that the 
Christian world is beginning more and more to regard 
the Jews as the inevitable possessors of Palestine. That 
part of the Christendom which still has faith in the 
basic elements of the Hebrew influence upon the 
world is beginning to look yearningly for a renais¬ 
sance of the Jewish spirit to rejuvenate and refresh the 
moral consciousness of the times. It is true that, 
mingled with this hope, lurks an ulterior motive look¬ 
ing toward the conversion of the Jewish race to the re¬ 
ligion of Paul. The Jewish people needs not fear, 
though it may have to combat, this ambition. Neither 
should it lose sight of the fact that Christianity is 
nothing more nor less than residuum of a Hebrew 
movement among the Gentiles. To convert the world 
to Zionism is by no means beyond the bounds of prac¬ 
ticability, provided the Jews carry the message to 
their Christian neighbors with the same zeal and 
courage that characterized their ancestors, the 
apostles. To attempt to achieve the Zionist program 
without attempting to win the support of the world 
at large through the vindication of Jewish values 
would be more difficult, if not impossible. The style 
of “Palestine and the Powers” is not one to recom¬ 
mend the book for learning or solid thinking. On the 
other hand, it would be a mistake for Zionists to dis¬ 
miss it as simply the work of a crank or a Christian 
missionary, despite the proseliting tendencies which 
lie at the root of it. 

H. S. 

(Published by C. C. Walker, Birmingham, Eng. Price $1.25.) 


To All Zionists 

Every Zionist group—in every city in the United States—should at once begin the work of can¬ 
vassing the Lodges and Chevras, and to get them to enroll in the Zionist organization. 

The great Orders—the Independent Order Brith Abraham and the Independent Order Brith 
Sholom—have declared themselves Zionistic, and pledged themselves to give moral and financial sup¬ 
port to the Zionist movement. This means 250,000 possible Zionists. 

The rank and file of the other Orders—as we know—are friendly to Zionism, if not, in a ma¬ 
jority of instances, decidedly Zionistic. 

We must make a complete canvass of all the Lodges and Chevras—as complete as we can pos¬ 
sibly make it—and have each Lodge and Chevra go on record with regard to Zionism; and that record 
must show just how much financial and moral support they are willing to give the movement that 
aims to recreate Jewish national life. 

Appoint your committees. Visit the Lodge rooms, and the meetings of the Chevras. Have 
your best men and women take up this work at once, and systematically visit the meetings, present 
the Zionist cause, and ask for the adoption of a resolution pledging the members to the payment of 
the Shekel. 

Zionists: For the first time in our existence we are in a position to win for our cause the large 
mass of our people organized in the fraternal orders and chevras. Do not neglect this favorable op¬ 
portunity ! 

Write at once to the Federation office for particulars. 
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Texas Zionist Convention 


The Tenth Annual Convention of the Texas Zionists was 
held in Dallas from January 2nd to January 5th. The Con¬ 
vention was formerly opened by the President, A. Gordon of 
Houston. The president read the annual message. In his re¬ 
port of the year’s work, he laid special stress on the present 
crisis and on the responsibility that rests upon the American 
Zionists to meet the present situation arising from this war. 

Among other resolutions that were adopted at the con¬ 
vention, the convention also decided to raise $12,000 for the 
Emergency Fund, Dallas alone pledging itself for $1,000. It 
was also decided to appoint a special committee to organize 
B’nai Zion Camps in Texas. 

At the mass meeting held on Sunday evening, January 2nd, 
the speakers were Dr. S. Berg, Dr. Max Heller and Jonas 
A. Rosenfeld. Mayor Linsley welcomed the delegates and 
A. S. Weiner responded for the convention. In opening the 
meeting Dr. Heller said, in part: 

“Zionism has brought me closer to my Jewish brethren than 
anything else. Nothing is stronger than the feeling of brother¬ 
hood at a Zionist meeting. I shall always thank Zion¬ 
ism for having made men out of my sons. The boy who 
is raised amidst luxuries is apt to become a stupid snob. 
I would be mortified if my boys were not proud of their 
race. I only regret that we did not have Zionism when I 
was a boy, and I envy the opportunities Zionism presents 
to the young people of to-day. I am sure democracy will 
allow the Jews equal rights everywhere. I am indebted to 
Zionism no matter how hard I work for it. If I had an 
argument in behalf of Zionism I would offer it to the man 
who places spiritual things above material things, the man 
who has high ideals, the man who docs not place eating 
and drinking above everything else. Zionism places a light 
in the heart which sheds its beams over all Judaism. If you 
are a true Zionist, you will fel that no sacrifice is too great 
for Zionism. Zionism teaches Jews how to be Jews and 
gives them the power to serve their own best interests.” 

DR. S. BURG: You are all familiar with the question of 
a Jewish congress to be held in the near future. The Jews 
have definitely decided to hold such a congress. In this hor¬ 
rible European war, now going on, the doctrines of the big 
and small Nations will be determined. It is a struggle of 
Nations and the great principle of the security of even the 
small Nations is one of the supposed causes of this tre¬ 
mendous struggle. 

Now is the historical moment of the Jew to decide to 
appear before the forum of Nations that is going to settle 
these important questions after the war, not only to beg 
for but to demand recognition as a Nation in his historical 
home, in Palestine. It is not sufficient to only beg for equal 
civil and human rights in the different countries where Jews 
live, which may or may not be granted, even if promised, 
as we know from former experiences. 

In the last 2,000 years of persecution and humiliation of 
our race there may not have been an occasion for the Jew 
to make such a demand, as the principle of the right for 
existence of smaller nationalities has not been recognized. 
During that time all kinds of means have been tried, espe¬ 
cially in Western Europe, to cure the constantly burning 
Jewish sore—the Jewish question. Assimilation was con¬ 


sidered the panacea. And when in this experiment the Jews 
may have saved their bodies they have lost their souls. 
Recent persecutions have awakened the Jewish self-con¬ 
sciousness and shown the only way of radically solving the 
Jewish question, by regenerating the Jews as a Nation and 
establishing a publicly and universaly recognized and legally 
secured home in Palestine for all those who are seeking 
a home and can not or will not assimilate. If only a part 
of the Jews of the world are once established as an auton¬ 
omous nationality, be it under any sovereignity, it will be 
sufficient to rehabilitate the Jew and establish his prestige 
in the world. And only then he will be able to live and 
develop his own individuality and again contribute to the 
advancement of the world as he has always, but to his own 
credit and acknowledgement. It is therefore now the his¬ 
torical moment, possibly never to come again, to assert his 
right for a place under the sun and to establish his right 
and just demand for civil rights and social justice. The 
congress to be convened on democratic principles in Amer¬ 
ica is to deliberate about the ways and means of accomplish¬ 
ing this purpose. And the American Nation, always the de¬ 
fender of national freedom for the small Nations and the 
propagator of social justice, will, I am sure, support our 
demands. If ever a principle was a real American principle, 
it is the demand for the rights of the Jews among the Na¬ 
tions and the more we support it, the better Americans we 
will be. 

JONAS ROSENFIELD: The hold of Zionism is a nat¬ 
ural effect. The wanderer who is not settled down is not 
a good citizen. The Jews get power, prestige and social 
recognition when they settle down. I regret, as do all true 
Zionists, that the reformed Jews are antagonistic to the 
Zionist movement. 

We have seventy Jewish colonies of about 100.000 people 
in Palestine. In Palestine we are trying to bring about 
a rebirth of the Hebrew language. We have already made 
marked advances in the upbuilding of art, literature and 
music among our people. Every Jew should ask himself 
the question, Will a home for the Jews in Palestine add to 
my self-respect? The answer must be, It will. It is a 
good thing to know that there is a home where your des¬ 
tiny is being worked out. The personality of the Jew can 
only be developed in an atmosphere where he predominates. 
The Jew certainly has a distinctive personality. There are 
many Jews who arc trying to commit national suicide, but 
most of them do not realize it. It is wonderful to me that 
the Jews have preserved so much of their personality in an 
unnatural environment. 

From the standpoint of our self-respect and from a stand¬ 
point of a natural life, the national home in Palestine is de¬ 
sirable. The Jews must guide the forces of their destiny. 
We are the masters of our fate, the captains of our souls. 

The folowing officers were elected: 

Israel N. Mehl of Fort Worth, President; Mrs. Florence 
Rainer of San Antonio, Vice-President; Miss Lydia Littman 
of Dallas, Secretary; Miss Sophia Gordon of Fort Worth, 
Assistant Secretary; and Jacob Labole of Terrell, Treas¬ 
urer. Jonas A. Rosenfield was elected organizer. 


(Continued from Page 13 ) 

ground of the writers shall earnestly turn to this branch 
of the interesting work of scholars. 

Zionsts are not dreaming; Zionists are working. 
Zionists have already established banks, a National 
Fund, Art Schools, Technical schools, Kinder¬ 
gartens, Primary, Secondary, Religious schools, Olive 
groves, Agricultural stations, etc. 

Zionism has given new hope to the drooping spirit 
of Israel; it has built up a new self-reliant Manhood 
among our young men and women of the universities and 
of the daily life. Zionism has brought back 
to the Jewish fold those whom neither the Re¬ 
form nor the Orthodox have been able to reach. In 


our enthusiasm and in our hope we already hear the silent 
voices of Palestine of our uncounted heroes for God’s 
sake, we already feel the youth of our immortal people 
breathing a new spirit upon the face of the earth, we be¬ 
hold the genius of Israel devoted to planting the gardens 
and tilling the soil with religious love and holy devotion, 
we see statesmen serving their people and the world with 
pure hearts and clean hands, and noble minds, the poets 
singing new songs with divine spirit of a divine people, 
we hear again the holy language of a new school of 
prophets calling kings to account, and nations before the 
throne of God, and all the world will realize what it is 
to have prophets on the earth, and will sing with us a 
song of rejoicing for we shall have found ourselves and 
our work in the economy of nations, in the symphony of 
a newfound brotherhood. 
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The Jews in the War 

In publishing these items of information concerning the part of the Jewish people are playing in the great war- 
tragedy abroad, THE MACCABAEAN does not wish to be understood as entertaining bias with reference to 
any of the belligerents. THE MACCABAEAN has always taken the position that the evils of the Jewish situa¬ 
tion are due primarily to the anomolous position of the Jewish people in having no recognized political sta¬ 
tus.—Ed. 


AUSTRIA. 

In view of the growing importance on questions concern¬ 
ing East European Jewry, a special committee has been 
established here for the purpose of disseminating 
correct information as to condition of the Jews in the 
districts concerned. This new body is called "Committee 
for Enlightenment on Eastern Jewish Questions." It has 
an influential membership, including the Parliamentary Dep¬ 
uty, Heinrich Reizes, the well known Zionist Dr. Nathan 
Birnbaum, Adolf Stand, Dr. J. S. Bloch, Dr. Max Brod, 
Rabbi Dr. Max Gruwald/Dr. W. Berkelhammer, Dr. Her¬ 
mann Kadisch, and several others. The committee has al¬ 
ready issued a manifesto explaining the need and the func¬ 
tions of the new organization. 


ENGLAND. 

The well known Zionist, Dr. Jacob Moller has fallen on 
the Western battle front. Dr. Moller was for a number of 
years associated with the Mizrachi Society. Nothwithstand- 
ing a split of the Mizrachi, he continued his activities in its 
interests. 

* * * 

One of the Jewish military units at the front, unacquainted 


with European tongues, have the following words of com¬ 
mand, which are given to them in Hebrew: 

Attention: 1t5»’ noy Left Turn: n^KOtP 

Quick March: myy HD'TP About Turn: f|lD Unit 

Two Lines: milts' 'fits'? Salute: Dl5>t? 

Right Turn: D3'D’ 


FRANCE. 

The famous French Socialist. M. Herve, once again de¬ 
fended the Jews, who have demonstrated their loyalty in 
every way towards the French government, against the at¬ 
tack made by the French Anti-Semitic organs and by some 
deputies as well as by the municipality of Paris, that they 
did not fulfill their duty towards the French government 
and that Russian Jewish immigrants be compelled to join 
the army, return to Russia, or go to the Concentration 
Camps. 


GREECE. 

According to a report received from Solonika, the Greek 
government is at present considering the question of calling 
upon the Jews to serve in the army. The Jews of Solonika 
have hitherto been exempt from military service. This ex¬ 
emption, however, will apparently not continue very long, 
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as the latest reports state that the Hellenic Government has 
already decided to call Jews to arms very shortly. The 
latter will be employed for auxiliary service, and they can 
no longer receive foreign passports. 


POLAND. 

A petition signed by 300,000 Jews was recently handed to 
the German authorities in Warsaw, with the request that 
Yiddish be recognized as a language, the same as arc Polish 
and German, in the schools which are now about to be re¬ 
organized there. Against this petition, there came a protest 
from the assimilated Jews in Warsaw, declaring that the 
signatories to the petition were mainly Zionists who wished 
Yiddish to be the language of instruction for national rea¬ 
sons. They urged that only Polish and German be the 
vernaculars in the new schools. 

* * * 

The Polish University in Warsaw has scarcely been 
opened, and already certain Polish circles are seriously agi¬ 
tated about the question of the Jewish students. The Pol¬ 
ish daily Gazetta Poranne in a recent article on the sub¬ 
ject, states that in the vestibule of the university and of the 
Polytechnic numerous Jews arrive daily and inquire in Rus¬ 
sian about the conditions of admission to the Polish colleges. 
It remarks that the Jews would form a close corporation of 
their own at these academies and that it is therefore im¬ 
portant “to see that the rights of the Christians at these col¬ 
leges arc not reduced.” 

* * * 

Despite the Anti-Semitic agitation of the Poles in War¬ 
saw, the military government in this city invited all Jewish 
organizations in Poland to send delegates to a general con¬ 
ference at which Jewish subjects will be discussed. This is 
regarded as necessary in view of the changed conditions ex¬ 
isting now in that part of Poland which has come under 
German rule. - 

RUSSIA. 

The Russian daily, Dien, contains a severe criticism of the 
police of Kishcnev and the government authorities for fining 
a poor Jew named Kazap, 300 rubles because his younger 
brother did not report at the recruiting station for military 
service. 

The authorities insist upon exacting this money, even after 
it had been proven that his brother was unable to present 
himself for military duty and was at that very moment in a 
foreign hospital. 

At the outbreak of hostilities he was in Palestine and 
when the Turkish government compelled each foreigner to 
either adopt Turkish citizenship or leave the country, he 
chose the latter course. 

Despite all this his brother was compelled to borrow the 
money and pav the fine. 

* * * 

The Ministerial Order extending the right of domicile for 
the Jews has made their legal position in Kieff actually 
worse. The Governor of Kieff declared that the order could 
not be valid for the city at present as the local economic 
and military conditions made an immigration of Jews in- 
admissable for the present. Thus even those Jews are now 
prevented from settling in Kieff who always had the right 
of domicile outside the Pale, such as doctors, lawyers, mer¬ 
chants of first and second guild, artisans, etc. The Military 
Governor also decreed that Jewish inhabitants of Kieff who 
left it temporarily are forbidden to return. 

* * * 

As was reported in the previous issue of "The Macca- 
baean,” the ban against Yiddish papers had been raised and 
several papers had begun to appear in Petrograd and else¬ 
where. Recent reports, however, state that the Russian 
military authorities have determined not to allow the 
publication of Yiddish journals in Russia as long as the 
war lasts. 

* * » 

At a recent conference held by the priests of the govern¬ 
ment of Kieff, a resolution was adopted against the granting 
of equal rights to the Jews of Russia. 

* * * 

At a recent meeting of the orthodox Jews of Moscow, it 
was decided to open a Rabbinical Seminary (Yeshiwah). 
The Lida Yeshiwah which was under the leadership of the 
late Rabbi Reines, was closed by the government authori¬ 
ties and Moscow was chosen owing to its favorable geogra¬ 
phical position. 

* » * 

The Jewish Community of Moscow has petitioned the 
Government to allow the Galician Jewish hostages to en¬ 
gage in trade and handicrafts, in order that they may not 
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become a burden upon the poor communities. Many Jew¬ 
ish business men have expressed their willingness to em¬ 
ploy Galician Jews in their businesses. A few days ago so 
Galician Jews, including several rabbis, were brought to 
Bcrditchcv and delivered as "hostages'’ into the city prison. 

* • » 

The Jewish Duma Deputies, Friedman and Dr. Bomasch, 
have interviewed the Assistant Minister of Education, Echa- 
viakov, and represented the abnormal position in which 
Jewish students would be placed if they were not allowed, 
like their Christian comrades, to attend the military schools 
and take part in the instruction for future officers. They 
asked the Assistant Minister to use his influence with the 
Cabinet in favor of equal treatment for the Jews. 

The Cabinet, which has decided to call in students hither¬ 
to exempt from military service, has discussed the question 
of calling in the Jewish students. After exhaustive discus¬ 
sion it was decided not to call the Jewish students to the 
colors. * * * 

Despite the Ministerial Circular of last August, which al¬ 
lows Jews to settle in all parts of the Russian Empire, ex¬ 
cept the capitals and the districts under the jurisdiction of 
the "Court Minister and the War Minister, the authorities in 
Finland still refuse to allow Jews to take up their residence 
there. Jews who have no “right of residence” are arrested, 
taken by the police to the nearest railway station, and trans¬ 
ported "home.” Even Jews who have always lived in Fin¬ 
land may not, without special permission, travel from one 
town to the other within Finland. Jews who have the "‘right 
of residence” in one of the three largest towns of Finland 
—Viborg, Helsingofrs, or Abo—must have their permit re¬ 
newed every six months. This permit can also be withdrawn 
from them at any moment, whereupon they must retire to 
the interior of the Empire. Every Jew must leave the land 
as soon as he reaches a certain age, and anybody who mar¬ 
ries a Jewess who has no “right of residence” is immediately 
expelled. The Finnish authorities have hitherto maintained 
that the anti-Jewish laws in their country were due to the 
Russian Government and the Russian police; but it is now 
evident that the Finns themselves, though subect to oppres¬ 
sion, are indulging in the oppression of others. 

* * * 

The Ministry of Education has permitted the opening of 
Chedarim outside the Pale in view of the settlement of large 
Jewish populations. The Zemstvo at Nijni-Novgorod has 
voted a monthly subvention to the Chedarim in the district. 
* * * 

The Ministry has ordered the release of all Russo-Jewish 
hostages still in prison, as well as of the Jews exiled to 
Siberia from the war zone. 

» * * 

The American Consul at Moscow has appealed to the Gov¬ 
ernor of Kasan to accommodate there the Galician Jewish 
hostages whom the Governor of Nijni Novgorod had re¬ 
fused to allow to remain in the town, though they were sent 
by the authorities of Kieff to stay there. The Consul asked 
the Governor not to send them to Siberia. 

* * * 

The Ministry has directed the Governors not to allow the 
publication in Russia of speeches delivered at Washington 
by representatives of the American Jewish Committee, who 
dealt therein with the future of the Jew's in Russia. 

* * * 

According to a report received from Petrograd, the well 
known Jewish Advocate, Sliosberg, who represents the Jews 
at the government Conference on the Refugees problem, 
stated that the government has contributed a million and a 
half rubles towards the Jewish Relief Fund, and during the 
next year another three million rubles might be expected 
from the government. At the request of Advocate Slios¬ 
berg, the Fund of Grand Duchess Tatiana has agreed to de¬ 
vote to the fund of the Jewish Students who suffer from the 
war, 5.000 rubles per month. 


SWITZERLAND. 

The Swiss Jews have sent several remittances to Palestine, 
through the United States Embassy in Constantinople. Re¬ 
cently they sent an additional sum of 9,000 francs to Russian 
Poland and Galicia. - 

TURKEY. 

According to a report in the Jaffa Hebrew weekly, "Hapoel 
Hazair,” the Commander of the Turkish army, Djemal Pasha, 
has ordered a barricade to be placed across the approach to 
the Wailing Wall to prevent this place from being visited 
by Jews. This order, however, is said to be based upon 
sanitary grounds. 
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The Zionist Movement 

A MONTHLY REVIEW OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY 

Readers of the Maccabaean are asked to send news of Zionist activities for publication in this department. All 
communications should be addressed: Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

The Commander-in-chief for Syria, General Djemal Pasha, 
recently visited the Jewish colonics Rishon le-Zion and Pe- 
tach-Tikwah. In both colonies representatives of the popula¬ 
tion bid him welcome. In Rishon le-Zion Djemal Pasha 
visited the town hall and park, and contributed 10 pounds for 
the benefit of the colony's poor children. In Petach-Tikwah, 
where the general also spent several hours, he visited the 
school, the soup-kitchen, and the synagogue, where lie was 
given a reception. Djemal Pasha said: “I am pleased 
with the immense civilizing tvork, the Jews have realized 
here, the importance of which I appreciate highly.” 

* * * 

According to a report received from M. Sheinkin, the well 
known Palestinian communal worker, who is now in Alex¬ 
andria, there are forty thousand destitute Jews in Palestine 
as a result of this war. He further states that the authori¬ 
ties and the population are not so ill disposed toward the 
Jews as they were at the beginning of the war. All Jewish 
schools, with the exception of the Jewish Gymnasium, are 
open. 

ZIONIST ACTIVITIES ABROAD 

ENGLAND. 

An important conference was recently held here which 
was addressed by Nahum Sokolow. It was decided to or¬ 
ganize a Council of representatives of all Jewish organiza¬ 
tions to work for the granting of equal rights to the Jews in 
all countries and also for the accomplishment of the Zionist 
program. Joseph Cowen, President of the Federation of Eng¬ 
lish Zionists presided. 

* * * 

Israel Cohen, Secretary of the International Zionist Asso¬ 
ciation, a British subject, who has been interned in a deten¬ 
tion camp in Germany since the war, has been released and 
is expected in this country soon. 


GREECE. 

A strong movement has been set on foot among the Jew¬ 
ish population at Salonika, Greece, thanks to the propa¬ 
ganda of the Zionist societies, to raise funds for the relief 
of the Jews in Palestine. As the result of an eloquent ap¬ 
peal by M. Abraham Recanati, secretary of the Jewish Gym¬ 
nastic Society, ’Maccabi," the sum of 1,300 francs was col¬ 
lected at a public ceremony, and since then a group of its 
members have formed the Lemaan Zion Society, which will 
make monthly collections for the benefit of the Palestine 
Jews. 


HOLLAND. 

The following is an extract from a letter received from 
Holland: 

■‘Since the outbreak of the war, thousands of Jews immi- 
learning and culture. The Jewish National movement, 
which has hitherto been weak has become a strong 
factor in Jewish life here. The Zionist Federation 
has at present twenty-six affiliated organizations with a mem¬ 
bership of several thousand. These societies have under¬ 
taken a vigorous campaign for the relief work in Palestine 
and for the Jews of Russia and Poland. 

“The sentiment of the Christian world towards the Jews 
in this country is very favorable.” 


RUSSIA. 

Dr. I. Tchlenow, of Moscow, member of the Inner Actions 
Committee, it is reported, is seriously ill. All his previous 
arrangements have been cancelled for an indefinite period. 


GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

The Federation of American Zionists announces that the 
campaign for shekel enrollment in the Jewish fraternal Or¬ 
ders and Chcvras has resulted in a number of Lodges al¬ 
ready taking action. Committees arc visiting the Lodge 
rooms, and are being received with great cordiality. In spite 
of the fact that many Lodges hold their elections in Jan¬ 
uary, a number of them have already decided to enroll as 
shekel-paying groups. 

The following Lodges have reported that they have decided 
to pay shekels: Emil Zola Lodge, I.O.B.A., of Allentown, 
Pa.; Albert Kruger Lodge, I.O.B.A., of New York; Theodore 
Herzl Lodge, I.O.B.S., Brooklyn; New London Lodge, I.O. 
B.S., New London, Conn.; Ponevzher Lodge, I.O.B.S., of 
Philadelphia; Congregation Agudas Achim of Linden, N. J.; 
Young Friends I.odge, I. O. B. A., Brooklyn. 

Shekel books may be obtained of the Federation of Amer¬ 
ican Zionists, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 

* * * 

The Intercollegiate Zionist Association, affiliated with the 
Federation of American Zionists, was established at the Bos¬ 
ton convention, and has already succeeded in combining stu¬ 
dent Zionist societies in Harvard University, California, 
Ohio State, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. Other student 
bodies about to affiliate are: Baltimore Collegiate, Brandon 
College of Manitoba, McGill, and City College of New York. 
Societies have been organized recently in Pennsylvania State, 
Yale University, University of Denver and Colorado Univer¬ 
sity. Correspondence has been carried on with societies in 
Brown. Columbia University of Cincinnati, University of Chi¬ 
cago, Kent School of Law at Chicago, Clark University, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York University, Rut¬ 
gers, Texas, Valparaiso and Western Reserve. 

Isadorc Levin of Harvard is President of the Association 
and Philip Barnet Secretary. 

* * * 

The stockholders of the Zion Commonwealth held a meet¬ 
ing on Wednesday, December 29th. The following were 
elected to serve in office for the ensuing year: Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, President; Israel B. Brodie of Baltimore, Vice- 
President; Benjamin Siegel, Second Vice-President; Sylvan 
Robison, Treasurer; Rehaviah I.ewin-Epstcin, Secretary, and 
E. W. Lcwin-Epstein and Louis Robison as the two Trus¬ 
tees. The report of the past year’s work showed a collection 
of $2,373.56 for the Zion Commonwealth Land Fund, of 
which $300 was paid to the Palestine Land Development 
Company as a option for land in Amek Israel: the remainder 
is deposited here for use at an opportune time. 

* * * 

The Second Annual Convention of the Young Judaea 
Leaders was held in New York, Saturday evening, December 
25th, at the Y. W. H. A. Seventy-five leaders from various 
States of the Union were in attendance. 

The first session was designated as a teachers and students 
evening and 350 Public School teachers and college students 
responded to this invitation of the Young Judaea. The prin¬ 
cipal address of the evening was given by Dr. D. de Sola 
Pool, the president of the organization. 

Following Dr. Pool’s address, general discussion followed 
in which the various leaders and others participated. 

The second session was opened on Sunday morning with 
Mr. Schneeberg presiding. Reports were received from vari¬ 
ous organizations. 

The third session was held on Sunday evening, with Mr. 
Silvcrkohn in the chair. The Resolutions Committee pre 
sented their report and a number of resolutions were adopted. 
An interesting paper on the subject of ‘‘Rabbinic Thought 
adapted for the Young Judaea Clubs” was then presented by 
Dr. S. T. Hurwitz. Dr. Pool followed with a talk on mat¬ 
ters of presenting Jewish history in a club and offered a 
series of practical suggestions for leaders on this subject. 
Mr. Ralph Fleisher followed with a paper on the subect of 
Boys’ Club in Young Judaea. 
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A meeting of the National Executive Committee of Young 
Judaea was held on Monday morning. In the afternoon the 
subject of the Young Judaea Centre was presented and dis¬ 
cussed. Various centres have been established in New York 
in congregations, Hebrew schools and Recreation Centres. 
These groups all meet in one building and are under the 
direct supervision of a director. 

The organization of the National Leaders' Association of 
Young Judaea was perfected. The constitution adapted and 
the following officers elected: Isaac Rosengarten, President; 
Rabbi Louis J. Haas, Vice-President; Leon Spitz, Secretary; 
Isidor Blum, Treasurer; Dr. S. T. Hurwitz, Editor; Dr. D. 
de Sola Pool and David Schneeberg, ex-Officio. 

The conference closed on Monday evening with a banquet 
held at the Broadway Central Hotel, with Mr. Chas. A. 
Cowen as toastmaster and Hon. N. Taylor Phillips as the 
guest of honor. 


Courtesy of the Jewish Tribune, Portland. Oregon. 


DR. MARTIN A. MEYER. 



The Provisional Executive Committee announces that Dr. 
Martin A. Meyer, Rabbi of Temple Emanuel, San Francisco, 
has been elected a member of the Advisory Council of the 
Committee, which includes Judge Julian W. Mack and Pro¬ 
fessor Felix Frankfurter of Harvard. 

Dr. Meyer has for many years maintained a sympathetic 
attitude toward the Zionist movement, and Zionist circles 
everywhere will rejoice in the circumstance that the move¬ 
ment is to have the benefit of the help and co-operation of 
one of the strongest personalities in the American-Jewish 
ministry and at the same time one of the foremost figures in 
the Jewry of the Pacific Coast. 

* * * 

Contributions to the Jewish National Fund at the Hague 
in the month of November were Frs. 56,100. This sum was 
contributed by the several lands as follows: Austria, Frs., 
15.677; United States of America, Frs., 12,098; Canda, Frs., 
9,844; Germany, Frs., 6,552; Russia, Frs.. 4,256; Hungary, 
Frs., 3,218; South Africa, Frs., 1,447; Holland, Frs., 1,388; 
England, Frs., 780; Denmark, Frs., 400; Switzerland, Frs., 
386; Italy, Frs., 39; France, Frs., 15. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Norwich—At two meetings recently arranged by the Zion¬ 
ist Camp and addressed by Dr. Schmarya Levin and Louis 
Lipsky, over $300.00 was collected, to be equally divided be¬ 
tween the general relief and the Palestine funds. M. Pesh- 
koff presided. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago—Dr. Schmarya Levin is now in this city in be¬ 
half of the Emergency Fund. He will probably visit other 
cities in this state during this month. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville—Speaking at Brith Sliolom Synagogue, on Wed¬ 
nesday, January 5th, Louis Brandeis, introduced by Dr. I. 
N. Bloom, appealed for the support of Jews, the world over, 
that the colonics in Palestine might be preserved, that the 
arts and crafts there centered might not be lost; and that 
this focus of Jewry might be kept, like the everlasting light, 
burning and significant. As a result of his appeal over 
$100 was collected for the Emergency Fund. 

NEW YORK. 

New York City —An enthusiastic conference of presi¬ 
dents of Zionist organizations in New York, was held 
on Sunday afternoon, December 19th, in the offices of the 
Provisional Committee, in the Aeolian Building, at which 
the Zionist Emergency Fund Committee of Greater New 
York was formed, and steps were taken to organize the work 
for the Emergency Fund in Greater New York. There were 
present representatives of all the organizations including 
Mizrachi and Poale Zion representatives. 

Mr. Louis D. Brandeis presided, and in his opening 
address, outlined the work of the Provisional Committee. 
He described in detail the work and importance of the Trans¬ 
fer Account, by means of which the Provisional Committee 
was enabled to come to the rescue of thousands of Pales¬ 
tinians by acting as transmitting agents for thousands of 
Jews in this country, who otherwise could not send money 
to their Palestine friends and relatives and favorite institu¬ 
tions. Mr. Brandeis also described the efficient methods em¬ 
ployed by Dr. Arthur Ruppin, the Zionist representative in 
Palestine, in distributing the relief money, the transfer money 
and the specific Zionist moneys. He praised Dr. Ruppin as 
a painstaking and efficient administrator. In conclusion, 
Mr. Brandeis pointed out the need of securing in Greater 
New York at least $50,000 of the $200,000 needed for the 
Emergency Fund, if all the enterprises of the Provisional 
Committee were to be maintained, and if it were to continue 
its activities in behalf of the Palestinian people and insti¬ 
tutions. 

Dr. Schmarya Levin then addressed the conference, and 
called upon the organized Zionists to hold up the hands of 
Mr. Brandeis, who was giving to the movement the benefit 
of the ripeness of his judgment, his great administrative and 
intellectual abilities. 

It was decided to form the Zionist Emergency Fund Com¬ 
mittee of Greater New York, to consist of the presidents (or 
their substitutes!, of all Zionist organizations in Greater New 
York, including MifrAchi and Poale Zion groups and Young 
Judaea Circles. 

A resolution was adopted that all members of the entire 
committee be responsible to the general committee for the 
collection of the self-imposed taxes to be paid by the mem¬ 
bers of the organizations thfy represent. It was also de¬ 
cided to authorize the excctftive committee of twenty-four 
to make arrangements for street and house-to-house collec¬ 
tions, the details of which they are to decide. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Leo Motzkin spoke 
on the Zionist situation in Europe and in Palestine. 

* * * 

The Zionist Emergency Fund Committee for Greater New 
York announces that Mr. Leopold Godowsky, the distin¬ 
guished pianist and composer, has consented to give a 
piano recital for the benefit of the Emergency Fund. The 
recital will take place in Carnegie Hall, on April 2nd. 

* * * 


REPORTS FROM ZIONIST CENTERS 

ALABAMA. 

Birmingham—At a recent meeting of the Tikwath Zion 
Society, a report from the Flag Day Committee was ren¬ 
dered. Fourteen committees participated and collected 
$82.33. Medals of the N. F. B. were distributed to six mem¬ 
bers. Mr. I. Abclson delivered an address on “The Problem 
of the Jew,” while Miss Julia Kadis spoke on the “Jewish 
Congress of Old.” 


The Zionist Emergency Fund Committee for Greater New 
York further annotinces that the Zionist organizations in 
Greater New York are rapidly adopting the principle of self- 
taxation. The Poale Zion has taken steps in this direction and 
the executive committee of the Order B’nai Zion is communi¬ 
cating with its members, calling upon them to adopt this prin¬ 
ciple and urging the various camps to call special meetings 
to further the collection of the camps. 

Mr. Joseph Barondess, Nasi of the Order, is contributing 
his services for the month of February. He has secured 
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for the Emergency Fund 10% of the monthly collections of 
the United Relief Funds in Borough Park, the proceeds of 
a benefit performance at the People’s Theatre, on January 
2th, and is engaged in arranging a benefit performance for 
the 20th of January, at Kessler's Theatre, the funds to be 
used for the benefit of the Jews in Europe and Palestine. 

* * * 

Albert Bloomberg, one of the children in Dr. D. de Sola 
Pool’s school, contributed to the Palestine Relief Fund, the 
sum of $8.oo. being half the amount he received on his birth¬ 
day, as a gift. 

* * * 

Brooklyn—At a recent meeting of the United Zionists of 
Brownsville, addressed by Dr. Schmarya Levin and Isaac 
Allen, over $200.00 was collected for the Emergency Fund. 
A large number of new members were enrolled. 

* » * 

Buffalo—Mr. Louis D. Brandcis was the principal speaker 
at a mass meeting held in the Majestic Theatre on Sunday 
evening, January gth, under the auspices of a joint commit¬ 
tee. An appeal brought in a total of about $2,000 for the 
.Emergency Fund. Rabbi Max Drob made the first appeal 
for funds and was joined by Sundel J. Holender, chairman 
of the meeting, and Principal E. E. Lisitzky of the Buffalo 
Hebrew School. Miss Eva Leon, head of the Hadassah 
movement in Palestine, described conditions in the Holy 
Land. 

* * * 

Kingston—As a result of a meeting held here on January 
2nd, addressed by Mr. Lipsky, a new society is being organ¬ 
ized with the co-operation of Rabbi Moses Eckstein. 

* * * 

Home—-With the co-operation of Dr. M. Levitan, a Zion¬ 
ist society under the name Kadimah has been organized 
here. Dr. Adolph Coblenz, of Syracuse, N. Y., was asked by 
the Federation to visit Rome for a mass-meeting, which was 
held on Sunday, January 2nd. At the meeting it was de¬ 
cided to organize a Zionist society. 

* * * 

Schenectady —Flag Day in this city under the auspices of 
the Moriah Zionist Association, Hadassah Chapter and 
Young Judaean brought in $72.72. Mr. David Cohen was 
chairman of the N. F. Committee. 

* * * 

A large mass-meeting was recently held here under the 
auspices of the Hadassah, addressed by Miss Eva Leon. 
She opened her address with a brief review of the history 
of the Hadassah and then gave a description of the life and 
conditions of the Jews in Palestine at the present time. 


OHIO. 

Cleveland —Mr. P. M. Raskin, Zionist organizer and propa¬ 
gandist, has been spending the month in this city, making 
visits to neighboring cities like Dayton, Toledo and Colum¬ 
bus. He reports unusual success for the Emergency Fund. 
He is working under the auspices of a special committee 
in Cleveland, of which Harry Kaplan is chairman and N. D. 
Englcman is secretary. 

* * * 

Dayton—Judge Philip Bregstone of the Probate Court of 
the City of Chicago, recently addressed a large mass-meeting 
held under the auspices of the Nordau Zionist Society. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Hazelton—As a result of a meeting held under the auspices 
of the Hazelton Zionists, and addressed by Dr. Schmarya 
Levin, over $300.00 was collected for the Emergency Fund 
Steps were also taken to organize a Zionist society. 

* * * 

Philadelphia —A large inass-meeting was recently held for 
the shekel propaganda under the auspices of the Order Brith 
Sholom. The speakers were Rev. Masliansky, Abram Gold¬ 
berg, Rabbi Levcnthal and Dr. Seff. Dr. Louis S. Rubin- 
sohn. Grand Master of the Order presided. 

* * ‘ * 

The Central Zionist Committee which was recently organ¬ 
ized in this city, has undertaken an energetic campaign for 
the Emergency Fund. $75.00 have already been forwarded 
to the Provisional Committee. The Central Zionist Com¬ 
mittee is now arranging a theatre benefit for February 16th, 
at the Arch Street Theatre, the proceds of which will go to 
the Emergency Fund. Tickets can be obtained at the Zion 
Institute, 1514 S. 6th Street. 


Pittsburgh —Mr. Isaac Carmel visited Pittburgh and or¬ 
ganized the Louis D. Brandeis Zion Camp, with 50 mem¬ 
bers. The Camp had appointed at its first meeting a com¬ 
mittee to work for the Emergency Fund, and at the meet¬ 
ing the Chairman, Mr. Max Amdursky, announced that $58.00 
is already in the treasury for this fund. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Charleston—As the result of a meeting addressed here by 
Dr. B. Epstein, on January 2nd, $100 was contributed to the 
National Fund. Dr. Epstein also delivered several lectures 
at the Educational Alliance and at the Brith Sholom Syna¬ 
gogue. 

TEXAS. 

Fort Worth—A large and successful meeting in celebration 
of Flag Day was held here under the auspices of the Ahavath 
Zion Society. I. N. Mehl presided and addresses were made 
by Jonas A. Rosenfield, Henry Ely and Rabbi E. Horowitz. 
At the conclusion of those exercises, a chapter of the new 
Zionist organization, the Sons and Daughters of Zion, was 
organized, with these officers: President, Sam Kauffman; 
Vice-President, Morris Zeiplin; Secretary, Sophia Gordon; 
Treasurer, Abe Gilbert; Sergeant at arms, Julian Dan. 


WISCONSIN. 

Milwaukee —A Zionist Association has recently been es¬ 
tablished for the State of Wisconsin. This Association held 
its first annual meeting in this city; there were present 
representatives from Oshkosh, Green Bay, Appleton, Ken¬ 
osha, Milwaukee and Madison. Mr. Roseman gave the open¬ 
ing address and was followed by Mr. J. Padway, Dr. Horace 
M. Kallen, Mr. N. Kaplan, Mr. L. Zolotkoff and Mr. Ben 
L. Ellman. The Association adopted the carrying out of 
the Zionist principle in a truly American and democratic 
spirit, as its program. The following were appointed to 
serve in office: Mr. William Sauber, President; Mr. Robert 
Hess and Rabbi L. Edelson, Vice-Presidents; Mr. Ben L. Ell¬ 
man, Secretary; Mr. I. Kiss, Treasurer. 


CANADA. 

Montreal—The council meeting of the Federation of Zion¬ 
ist Societies of Canada was recently held in this city. Mr. 
A. Levine, treasurer, presented the financial statement since 
the closing of the books to the last convention, showing the 
income of various funds amounting to $559.38. Mr. M. Mar¬ 
kus, chairman of the Arrangements Committee for the Con¬ 
ference and Convention, reported on the expenditure of the 
Conference and Convention. Chairman and members elected 
on the Bureau for the coming period: Messrs. Leon Gold¬ 
man, Bureau; Louis Fitch, Propaganda; A. Harris, National 
Fund; M. Marks, Jewish Colonial Trust: H. Sessenwein, 
Shckolim; C. I. de Sola, A. Levin, Rabbi Nathan Gordon 
and J. Jospe, ex-Officio. It was recommended that the Bu¬ 
reau Committee take immediate steps to increase the circula¬ 
tion of the Zionist Organs, "The Maccabaean” and "Dos 
Yiddishe Folk,” throughout Canada. 

♦ * * 

Toronto—At a recent meeting under the auspices of the 
Nordau Zionist Club, addressed by Rabbi Minkin of Hamil¬ 
ton, a large sum was collected for the Russian and Pales¬ 
tine Relief Funds. A musical program was rendered. Mr. 
Chas. Levy presided. The Zionist Council of this city has 
undertaken a vigorous campaign, for the Emergency Fund. 
The ladies organizations affiliated with the council are con¬ 
templating holding a bazaar this month. 

* * * 

The campaign for the Emergency Fund which was in¬ 
augurated at the Zionist Convention in Montreal, is being 
actively pursued by the Zionists of this city. The principle 
of self-taxation is being adopted by almost all Zionist so¬ 
cieties. The B'nai Zion Society is contributing $100.00 
monthly to the Emergency Fund by this means. 

* * * 

Vancouver—Our Vancouver correspondent informs us that 
in response to an appeal from Lord Rothchild to raise funds 
for the Jewish War Sufferers, the Vancouver Zionist Society 
immediately took action and held a Tag Day. which resulted 
in raising $2,721. This amount was forwarded to the Can¬ 
adian Jewish Committee of Montreal. Meyer Rcifman, presi¬ 
dent and Edward Miller, secretary, had full charge of the ar¬ 
rangements of this Tag Day. The sub-committee, which 
assisted them on the Tag Day. were: J. Shriaberg. M. Gold¬ 
berg, S. Davis, D. Brown, M. Pross, J. Morris and L. Gorosh. 
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Where and Whom to Join 

Under this heading the Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, 
together with such information as may be useful to unaffiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organiza¬ 
tions. Organizations desiring to be listed in this directory should communicate with the Managing Editor, 
Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 


ALABAMA. 

Birmingham—-Tikwath Zion; English speaking; for men 
and women; meets every third Sunday. Dues, $3.00 yearly for 
men; $1.50 for women. President, S. H. Grusin; Secretary, 
B. S. Gross, 607 Jeff. Co. Bank Bldg. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles —Young Zionists' Association; English speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; Secretary, Harry Fram, 1104 East 
22nd Street. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford —Bnei Zion; English and Yiddish speaking; for 
men; President, S. L. Barrabee; Secretary, S. A. Lieberman, 
1216 Main Street. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington —Louis D. Brandeis Society; English speaking; 
for men and women; meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a year; 
President, Julius Peyser; Secretary, Lawrence Koenigsberger, 
Southern Bldg. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago—Kadimoh Society; English speaking; for men 
only; meets twice a month. Dues, $3.00 a year; President. 
Max Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4934 Forestville 
Avenue. 

Hadassah: English speaking, for women; Secretary, Miss 
Mary Silverman, 555 W. Taylor Street. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville —’Louisville Zion Society; English speaking; for 
men and women; Secretary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. 
Floyd Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans— Ohavei Zion; English speaking; for men and 
women; Secretary, Miss Anna Pailet, 1215 Dryades Street. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore —Hadassah; English speaking; for women; meets 
monthly; dues, $3.00 yearly; associate members, $2.00; Secre¬ 
tary, Mrs. Louis H. Levin, 2104 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hatchiah Zion Society; English and Yiddish speaking: for 
men and women; meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1216 E. Baltimore St., Room 3; President, 
H. London; Secretary, H. Wolpcrt, 428 Asquith St. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston —Hadassah; English speaking; for women; Presi¬ 
dent, Miss Ida Bolonsky; Secretary, Rebecca Cauman, 190 
Harvard Street, Dorchester. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas City —Tiphcreth Zion Association: English speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; meets monthly; dues, 25 cents per 
month; President, Dr. A. S. Lehman; Secretary, Louis Glazer, 
1426 Garfield Avenue. 

St. Louis —Maccabaean Society; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; meets weekly; dues, 5 cents a 
week; President, Ben Soble; Secretary, Ben Cohen, 4111 
Easton Avenue. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Newark—Hadassah; English speaking; for women only; 
meets monthly; dues, $3.00 annually; President, Miss Sarah 
Kussy; Secretary, Miss Ray Abeles, 176 Peshine Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; dues, $1.50 quarterly; meets twice 
a month; President, Louis A. Fast; Secretary, A. Slutzky, 
688 S. Grove Street, Irvington. 

Jersey City— Mizpeh Camp; English and Yiddish speaking; 
for men and women; dues, $4.00 yearly; meets twice a month; 
President, I. Segal; Secretary, H. G. Miller, 453 Palisade 
Avenue. NEW YORK. 

Bronx—Zion Club “Hashachar;” English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men and women; meetings at Bathgate Hall, 
500 E. I72d Street; President, I. Halkin; Secretary, M. Weis- 
gal, 289 Brook Avenue. 

Straus Zion Society; English and Yiddish speaking: for 
men only; meets every 1st and 3d Saturday, at Hunts Point 
Palace, 957 S. Boulevard; President, H. Friedman; Secretary, 
Max Kaphan, 26 W. 113 th Street. 

Brooklyn—Don Abarbanel Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only; meets every two weeks; dues, $7.00 
per year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secretary, Herman 
Panoff, 618 Eastern Parkway. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 


dues, $6.00 and insurance; President, Moe Werbolofsky; Sec¬ 
retary, David Katzenelenbogen, 52 Eldridge Street, New York 
City. 

Manhattan —Friends of Zion Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only; meets twice a month; dues, $6.00 
per year; President, H. B. Isaacson; Secretary, M. S'. Ban¬ 
ner, 1977 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists and Ladies’ Circle; English and 
Yiddish speaking; President; Edward Spiegel; Secretary, N. 
Sonnenschein, 43 East 3 rd Street. 

Collegiate Zionist League; meets at Y. M. H. A. Building, 
Lexington Avenue and 92d Street. Open to college and uni¬ 
versity graduates; President, Isidor Bltlm; Secretary, S. N.' 
Caplon, 949 Broadway. 

Hadassah; English speaking; for women only; meets 
four times a year (public meetings); dues $300 annually; 
President, Miss Henrietta Szold, 2 Pinehurst Avenue; Sec¬ 
retary, Flora Cohen, 76 W. 114th Street. 

Harlem Zionists; English and Yiddish speaking; meets at 
22 W. 114th Street; for men and women; President, Simon 
Fein; Treasurer, Isidore Baker; Secretary, Miss Fannie 
Schechter, 26 W. 114th Street. 

Organization Camp; English and Yiddish speaking; for 
men; dues, $1,50 quarterly; meets twice a month; President, 
Dr. George Jeshurun; Secretary, S. Sobcl, 62 McKibben 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land purchasing or¬ 
ganization; open to all; President, Bernard A. Rosenblatt; 
Secretary. Sylvan Robison, care of Zion Commonwealth, 44 
E. 23d. Street. OHIO. 

Cincinnati —Cincinnati Zionist Society; English and Yid¬ 
dish speaking; for men and women; President, Dr. R. W. 
Miller; Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine, 3212 Reading Road. 

Cleveland —Zion Association: English speaking; for men 
only; Secretary, Max E. Katz, Engineers Building. 

Judath Maccabaean Camp; English and Yiddish speaking; 
for men; Secretary, D. Carter, 5010 Sowtell Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown —Tikwath Zion; English speaking; for men; 
President, Mr. Nathan Glosser; Secretary, Mr. Albert Pallet, 
22754 Vine Street. 

Philadelphia —Hadassah; English speaking; for women; 
Treasurer, Mrs. H. Rosenbaum; Secretary, Miss Rosa Chod- 
owsky, 1527 N. Franklin Street. 

Friends of Zion; English and Yiddish speaking; for men; 
dues, $2.00 yearly; meets weekly; President, Dr. Jacob Ber¬ 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephson, 502 Mountain Street. 

Moses Hess Camp; English and Yiddish speaking; for 
men; Secretary, J. Josephson, 2615 S'. 6th Street. 

Pittsburgh—Tiphereth Zion; English speaking; for men; 
President, Jacob L. Lichter; Treasurer, Louis Avner, Esq.; 
Secretary, Dr. H. L. Eber, Center and Vallejo Streets. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis —Ahavas Zion: English speaking; for men and 
women; President, Samuel J. Rosenheim; Secretary, Regina 
Goldberger, 539 Mosby Street. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas—Texas Young Zionists; English speaking; for men 
and women; Treasurer, Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary, Miss 
Anna Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio —Bnai Zion; English and Yiddish speaking; 
for men; Secretary, B. Muravin. 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk —Norfolk Camp; English and Yiddish speaking; 
for men only; Dues, $6.00 per year and insurance; President. 
Louis Tabakin; Secretary, M. S. Jaffe, 9332 Wood Street. 

WISCONSIN. 

Hurley—Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues, $3.00 yearly; meets monthly; Presi¬ 
dent, Louis Ladin; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hurley. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English speaking; for men 
and women: Dues, 23 cents per month; meets twice a month; 
President, Charles Young; Secretary, Miss R. S'. Baum, 414 
Yonge Street. 

Vancouver—Vancouver Zionist and Social Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking: for men; Secretary, Edward Miller, 61 Cor¬ 
dova Street, W. 
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Carmel Olive Oil 


A Food and a Medicine 

IMPORTED FROM PALESTINE 


ABSOLUTELY PURE 

Demand it of your grocer, or send us your order direct 
We ship any quantity 


When in want of a real fine wine of genuine purity buy the Carmel wines 
and cognacs. Best for convalescents. Recommended by every physician who 
has tried them. Write for our catalogue. 

CARMEL WINE COMPANY 

309-311 E. 22nd St., New York 

CHICAGO BRANCH: 1106 S. Halstead St. 


ONE TEN CENT BOX OF 

EX-LAX 


The Famous Chocolate Laxative 

will regulate your bowels and relieve you of the miseries of 

CONSTIPATION 

If your stomach isn't just right, if you have abad taste in the mouth, 
coated tongue, feel distressed after eating and have frequent headaches, just 
take Ex-Lax. This will tone up your stomach, aid digestion, promote bodily 
vigor and strengthen the nervous system. You will be surprised to see how 
quickly your energy, ambition and appetite will come back to you. 

10c., 25c., and 50c. a Box. at All Drug Stores. 


What Norman Hapgood 
Thinks of The Maccabaean 


In Harper's Weekly, of Novem¬ 
ber 27th, Norman Hapgood in a 
special article on the Jewish Ques¬ 
tion, said this of The Maccabaean: 

"The Maccabaean Magazine is a 
most interesting vehicle of stim¬ 
ulating modern Jewish thought.” 


Why Don’t You Subscribe For It? 


ZIONISTS! 

UNLESS we are convinced of its 
genuineness, the MACCABAEAN 
does not accept an advertisement. 

Every advertiser in THE MACCA¬ 
BAEAN is indirectly contributing to 
the support of our splendid cause. 

Is it not your duty then, wherever 
possible to respond to advertisements 
in this number? 

We ask you when responding to 
advertisements to be sure to give the 
source through which your business 
was obtained. 

Publishers, 

THE MACCABAEAN. 


The Zionist 
Training School 

COURSE OF STUDY 

FIRST YEAR, JUNIOR 
Jewish History 

The History and Philosophy 
of Zionism 

SECOND YEAR, SENIOR 
The Prophets 
Club Leadership 

Public Speaking and 
Organization 

The Zionist Movement is in 
need of intelligent and 

TRAINED WORKERS 

For Application Blanks and further 
information address 

Zionist Training School 

44 E. 23rd Street 
New York Ci y 
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ing of piteous letters, a wailing demand that this hun¬ 
ger of the starving be stilled. The emphasis was 
placed upon the abject, staring misery of our people 
in Europe, but there was no lifting of the audience 
to the idea that probably there may be some way of 
working so that in addition to the relief of patent dis¬ 
tress, the future of our people may be secured. The 
story of huge calamity where the individual feels pow¬ 
erless to affect the issue does not bring about a desire 
to be of greater assistance. Its effect is to paralyze 
all effort. One is moved to action only when one feels 
that action will accomplish something to remove the 
cause of distress one feels. The general relief meas¬ 
ures of American Jewry at first suffered from anemia 
of feeling and sympathy. Sympathy was there, but it 
lacked vigor. Feeling w r as there, but it had no objec¬ 
tive. The great outbreak in Europe found American 
Jewry merely a mass of dissonant beings, with no real 
national interests except those of elementary defence. 
It found us unable to cope with a situation which in¬ 
dividual generosity or sympathy could not help, a sit¬ 
uation that demanded national relief, sacrifices of in¬ 
dividuals upon a national scale. Had we felt ourselves 
a nationality, the European war would have provoked 
acts of heroism and of astounding self-sacrifice. We 
have not felt the national pull to make sacrifices, for 
everything we have done has been poisoned by the self¬ 
ishness of individul existence. Under these circum¬ 
stances, men worth half a million have not been 
ashamed to give only one hundred dollars to the relief 
fund. Families living in luxury have sacrificed less 
than what it costs to run an automobile, or to main¬ 
tain a seat in the opera house, for the relief fund. The 
whole relief problem has been reduced to the three 
cents a day to feed an infant. Into this confusion, the 
one bright light, that comforts and gives re-assurance, 
is the Zionist ideal, and the Zionist way of looking at 
things. It is not accident that Zionists, a minority 
among the Jewish people, are the majority among the 
relief workers. It is not an accident that in these 
troublesome times, Zionists feel compelled to force 
their thoughts upon American Jewry. It is inevitable 
that Zionists, feeling keenly Jewish distress, should be 
the first to sacrifice themselves and to feel that now 
is the time to arouse every other Jew to feel a sense 
of equal responsibility. 


Mr. Brandeis at Carnegie Hall. 

T'HE clearest exposition of the democratic ideal in 
"*■ Jewish life has been contributed during the past seven 
or eight months by Mr. Louis D. Brandeis, in his ad¬ 
dresses on the Congress movement. At no time in the 
history of American Jewry have we had so brilliant 
an analytical mind, so cogent a thinker, operating with 
Jewish ideas and expressing them with dignity and 
grace. In his Carnegie Hall address, however, Mr. 
Brandeis connected his views on democracy with the 
question of Jewish rights. There have been some— 
Zionists included—who have resented the intrusion of 
the problem of democracy into Jewish affairs at this 
time. Mr. Brandeis now makes clear the unavoidable 
necessity which compels the application of democratic 
ideals to the solution of the Jewish problem. 
Our radical friends have been greatly bothered with 
the difficulties of formulating Jewish demands They 
have made so much of those difficulties that they have 
lost sight of the greatest difficulty of all, to wit, the dif¬ 
ficulty of giving strength and power to Jewish de¬ 
mands. All of us know that justice and humanity 


stand behind the demand for Jewish rights, the demand 
for national recognition, the demand for a national 
center, but these demands based on justice and human¬ 
ity are not in themselves potent in convincing the na¬ 
tions that justice should be done to the Jewish people. 
We must be prepared to stand behind our demands, 
and impress the world with the reality of our convic¬ 
tion and to win these rights through sacrifice and devo¬ 
tion. And how are we to rally our powers, and make 
our strength servicable to the Jewish cause? Certainly 
not by transferring either to the nations or to influ¬ 
ential persons of our own nationality the responsibility 
and the burden of liberating us. He who would be free 
must himself strike the first blow. The Jewish people 
themselves must participate in their own emancipa¬ 
tion, not by vicarious sacrifices, but by giving them¬ 
selves, their thought, their possessions, their time; 
they must be prepared to do the same things that other 
nations are now doing to maintain their own existence. 
Therefore, the essential first step in the direction of 
obtaining Jewish rights is to organize the Jewish 
power and influence and determination to sacrifice. 
The Congress thus becomes, as Mr. Brandeis has re¬ 
peated every time he has spoken on the subject, and 
rightly reiterated, a means to an end, the end being 
the self-emancipation of the Jewish people. 


The Preliminary Conference. 

HE Congress Organization Committee has set 
March 26 th as the date for the holding of the pre¬ 
liminary conference which is to decide the ways and 
means for calling the American Jewish Congress. 
This step was taken with a view, in part, to trans¬ 
ferring to the preliminary conference without further 
delay the vexatious questions that have been the sub¬ 
ject of negotiation and discussion between the various 
organizations interested in the Congress. The prelim¬ 
inary conference is to be the second step in the direc¬ 
tion of organizing American Jewry for the Congress, 
which, in turn, will be the essential first step in the 
movement for acquiring Jewish rights. Back of the 
preliminary conference are the organizations favoring 
the Congress and the local Congress Committees, 
which are to be transformed into the election and pre¬ 
election machinery for the organization of the Con¬ 
gress. For the Conference, the unit of representation 
is the lodge or society or congregation. For the Con¬ 
gress. the unit of representation has not yet been se¬ 
lected. Some time ago, Dr. Isaac A. Hourwich pro¬ 
posed that the delegates to the Congress be selected 
by different groups of Jews in every community, the 
synagogue Jews voting together, the radicals together, 
the various lodges together, the Zionists by them¬ 
selves, etc. This in his opinion would be the easiest 
way out of a difficult problem. On the other hand, it 
is proposed that the elections be held in the regular 
way of a municipal election; the city to be divided 
into several districts, and every man and woman vot¬ 
ing in his or her district. It is evident that while this 
seems the simplest it would be the most expensive 
method. The preliminary conference will have the im¬ 
portant task of devising a workable scheme that will 
not entail too large an expense. It is to be hoped that 
national organizations interested in the Congress will 
participate in the preliminary conference where all the 
important questions will be discussed and settled: 
Congress—conventions should be held at least two 
weeks before March 2Gth, to elect delegates to the 
Conference. 
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Joseph Jacobs. 

JOSEPH JACOBS finished his earthly labors as editor 
^ of The American Hebrew and director of the statisti¬ 
cal bureau of the American Jewish Committee. He was 
essentially a bookman, interested in books and in 
ideas, but with no keen feeling with regard to any of 
the living issues of the day. His being harnessed to 
work on a religious weekly was unpleasant and irk¬ 
some to him, but he had to do the work for in the fields 
in which he was a recognized authority, the compensa¬ 
tion was hardly adequate to warrant single-minded de¬ 
votion. He knew books, remembered their contents, 
appreciated thought, and was an intelligent and grace¬ 
ful commentator on a large variety of subjects. But 
he lacked the touch of interestedness, and therefore 
was at his best when dealing with things that had be¬ 
come fixed and permanent, things that could be dug 
out of books. He saw life only through books. His 
range of knowledge was astounding, though it was not 
always a deep knowledge. He was a facile writer on a 
great range of topics of general, so to say, world inter¬ 
est. But from his early youth he specialized in scholarly 
questions of Jewish interest. His concern for studies in 
Judaism was genuine and deep and he always devoted 
a great deal of his time to the pursuit of these studies, 
which was very remarkable and adds much to his credit 
when one remembers that he was born in Australia, a 
plcae far from the seat of Jewish learning. He was 
probably one of the very few English Jews born and 
brought up in England that manifested a love for Jewish 
scholarship and acquired distinction in this field in spite 
of the fact that he was hampered by lack of knowledge 
of the Hebrew language. As editor of The American He¬ 
brew he was called upon to express views on subjects of 
daily occurrence, and lacking the spirit of partisanship, 
seeing no difference in fact between Zionism and anti- 
Zionism, between reform and orthodoxy, insofar as these 
issues affected his own life, he wrote with a deviating 
pen in accord with the traditions of the publication he 
served. Outside of that unpleasant service, he was a 
man of genial traits, considerate, gentle, and capable 
of strong friendships. 

The Situation in Europe 

rPHE war has progressed to what seems a period of 
preparation for further assaults. The combatants 
recognize that the first round of this tremendous col¬ 
lision has been fought. The visible results seem to be 
on the side of the Germans, but the Allies, feeling that 
Time fights with them, consider that the next round will 
result in finding the Central Powers weaker, and should 
it be necessary to fight a third round, still weaker. In 
the meantime, the outstanding fact is the fact of suffer¬ 
ing. All the peoples involved are suffering. Those not 
engaged in the war, the neutral lands, may be enjoying 
to a certain extent a measure of prosperity, but that 
prosperity is the unhealthy increase of wealth, which is 
a menace to normal progress, and threatens reprisals 
when the day of peace arrives. Prosperity based on 
bloodshed, prosperity based upon the dislocation of the 
markets, prosperity that does not spring from natural 
conditions,—such prosperity gives the semblance of 
health, but at its roots are most dangerous diseases. 
The Jews involved in the war suffer with the rest every¬ 
where, but in the Slavic lands, they suffer extra portions 
of misery due to the absolutely unnecessary pressure 
which is brought to bear upon them. From a purely re¬ 
lief point of view, the Jewish question is a harrowing 
one. It involves millions of people who are being doubly 


pressed to the ground. And the burden falls only upon 
Jews. The help of other nationalities, the help of gov¬ 
ernments, extends only to the so to speak normal wretch¬ 
edness imposed upon people by the war, but does not 
deal with the great unending Jewish woe. To the Jews 
themselves is left the problem of Jewish relief. The 
Belgians, too, are suffering the natural consequences 
of the great war. But they are receiving a double portion 
of relief. The Jews with a double portion of suf¬ 
fering, receive only that help which their own brethren 
can give them. This situation ought to impress those 
Jews who still think it possible to localize the Jewish 
question, and treat it specifically in each land of per¬ 
secution. 


Sympathy in the Orders 

tpHERE has been a great deal of sympathy for Zionism 
in the Jewish Orders. From time to time, this sym¬ 
pathy flared up into a strong resolution, adopted with 
great enthusiasm, at annual conventions. Last year, how¬ 
ever, this sympathy was transformed into some thing 
more earnest and practical. A number of Orders voted 
not only moral but also financial support, and on the 
strength of these votes, Zionists have been going from 
Lodge to Lodge, seeking the lost sheep who, in sympathy 
and interest, belong in the Zionist organization. Wher¬ 
ever our committees go they find in the rank and file a 
strangely interesting form of sympathy. In the ranks, 
there exists a naive belief that they have always been 
Zionists, and that the fault lies with the organized Zion¬ 
ists that they have not been gathered into the fold. Why 
have not the Zionists come to collect the shekolim? We 
have indeed been lax in reaping the harvest of our prop¬ 
aganda. We have permitted this large field to remain 
without Zionist connections. We have left a large or¬ 
ganized force to be utilized only for individual interests, 
and not for larger Jewish interests. Every Zionist 
should give thought to the obligation that rests upon him 
to help in the work of gaining the Orders, in an actual 
sense, for Zionism. Wherever a Zionist has influence in 
an Order or Lodge, let him secure some material form of 
organized support, preferably in the form of shekel en¬ 
rollments. We ought to be able in a nation-wide cam¬ 
paign to secure fifty per cent, of the membership of the 
Orders as shekel-payers. 

The Virginia State Association 

A N interesting organization development is to be ob¬ 
served in the growth of the Virginia State Associa¬ 
tion. The Association is composed of representatives of 
the various cities in the state, with its headquarters in 
Norfolk. The Executive Committee includes delegates 
from a number of cities, and from time to time, state 
conferences are held. The work of propaganda in Vir¬ 
ginia is supervised by the Association, without in any 
way intruding upon the jurisdiction of any of the groups. 
As a result, there are now Zionist societies in practically 
every Virginia city that has a Jewish community. There 
are now societies in Danville, Lynchburg, Petersburg, 
and an attempt is being made to organize a society in 
University, where there are a number of Jewish stu¬ 
dents. When the Federation sends a speaker South, the 
Association makes all arrangements for the state. Its 
officers, knowing the conditions, are able to plan for win¬ 
ning new communities, for their personal connections 
there can be used. The operation is simple and economi¬ 
cal. Credit for the growth of the association is due to 
the admirable group of Zionists in Norfolk, and especially 
to Mrs. David Blaustein, the active secretary of the or¬ 
ganization. 
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Lessons of the War 

BY ISIDOR ZAR 


SggHE moral shock has long since spent 
its force. Eighteen months of slaughter 
*j|] has blunted our nerves. We no longer 
ijra] think in terms of human suffering. 
The cry of misery stirs not our numb- 

IV'kI ed feelin g s ' The stru ffg le has as ’ 

^V^yV] sumed proportions too immense to be 
grasped by the average mind. It is a stupendous 
spectacle that overwhelms the senses. Thought is 
powerless to concentrate itself upon so many things 
at once; logic is helpless to unravel the knotty tangle 
of impressions, and the titanic conflict is ranging itself, 
in the minds of the people, among the unfathomable 
phenomena of nature. Imperceptibly we grow accus¬ 
tomed to the new experiences. We are lapsing into 
a state of passivity, allowing our gray matter to absorb 
indiscriminately all sorts of facts and influences. New 
ideas are spontaneously evolving in the inner 
depths of consciousness and laboriously forming into 
intelligible conceptions. An adjustment to varied con¬ 
ditions is gradually taking place. It is a painful pro¬ 
cess and long in coming. We are in the throes of a 
new mental alignment. The outlook of the masses 
upon the world is undergoing a vital change. Ideas, 
however, are the hardest to die and the slowest to 
spread. We can perceive only the direction,—the actual 
working out of the new spiritual phase will take place 
at a later date. 

No doubt, the time is not yet ripe for a calm survey 
of all that the war has brought in its wake so far. 
When the smoke of powder shall have cleared away 
and the fields of battle ahall have become the hives 
of toiling masses, it will De much easier to contemplate 
the results of the present cataclysm. There are, how¬ 
ever, some features of the struggle that need not wait 
to be grasped and explained. They stand out in bold 
relief and are visible to all who care to look that way. 

National Solidarity 

The first and foremost distinctive feature of this war 
is the remarkably keen sense of national unity dis¬ 
played by all classes alike. What had seemed so 
vague and elusive has shown itself a most vital power 
in shaping the destinies of humanity. The individuals 
of the nations affected feel as component units of a 
whole, indivisible and all-embracing. The personal 
will is not only submissively subordinated to the na¬ 
tional task at hand, it is actuated by the same motives 
which create and maintain the universal sentiment. 
No pressure is exerted, and none is yielded to. It is 
a spontaneous flaring up of a collective consciousness 
and collective will. Nationalism is not a theory. It 
is a living force, a fountain of general sentiment and 
aspirations; it is a social psychology of which every 
individual psychology is an integral part. 

Germany and France, where there are no disturbing 
foreign elements, stand out as the most striking illus¬ 
trations of solidified, united nationality. Though torn 
by rival factions in times of peace, these two countries 
now reveal a vigor of unity at once unparalleled and 
inspiring. Where socialism was the strongest, na¬ 
tional patriotism now reigns supreme; where individ¬ 
uality was cherished the most, it now is completely 
merged in the general will and determination. 


There is, of course, nothing exceptional in this phe¬ 
nomenon to those who have learned that society is the 
mainspring of the individual consciousness. Every 
one of us is the focal point of rays radiating from our 
fellow men. We absorb the spirit of the group in 
whose midst we are brought up and within which we 
derive all that is dear and essential to us. Even our 
so-called instincts are colored and directed by the 
surrounding mental sphere and mode of activity. Is 
there, then, any wonder that a nation, the most im¬ 
mediate and the most enduring reservoir of thought 
and regulator of conduct, should suffuse every single 
mind and bring to the surface the dominant spirit of 
all? In times of national crises everyone feels affected 
in his innermost soul, and a wave of the general spirit 
submerges all narrow personal interests. 

But, however apparent that might have been to the 
student of society, it was not clear to the average run 
of the people. They could talk themselves hoarse on 
the viciousness of patriotism and futility of national¬ 
ism. It required a great destructive war to show to 
all how nature is stronger than the notions of the 
moment. The most ardent Russian socialist has sud¬ 
denly awakened to the impelling force of nationalism. 
Though the least favored of all of the Czar’s subjects, 
he is the strongest advocate of unity for the defence 
of his land. And the same is true of all the belliger¬ 
ents. More than that. The more intense a man’s 
feelings for the welfare of his kind the nearer he must 
have at heart the interests and ideals of his people. 
That is one reason why all idealists and professed 
humanitarians are found on the side of their respec¬ 
tive national cause. A man of ideals is necessarily 
sensitive to the throbbing pulse of his people. He 
must be psychologically capable of responding to all 
that thrills and stirs life. Speaking figuratively, he is 
the nerve centre of the social body. Quite natural, 
then, he should be the first to feel and the first to act 
in behalf of those whose interests are so much a part 
of his own. It must, therefore, be clear why educa¬ 
tion heightens the national sentiment. It brings the 
individual in intimate touch with a widening range of 
national interests and deepens his sensibility to what¬ 
ever affects his people’s life. 

The same is, unfortunately, not true of the Jewish 
intellectuals. With us education is a disintegrating 
factor. It is the difficulty of assimilation rather than 
the inherent sympathy with their own people that 
keeps our educated classes partly within our fold. On 
the one hand, we are constantly forced back into our 
own ranks while on the other we stuff our minds 
with foreign culture. Our life is too much dependent 
upon the surrounding society to permit of a rich and 
unhampered national development. While the con¬ 
tinued interplay of so many cultured types produces in 
our people the highest degree of spirituality and versa¬ 
tility, we lack the stabilizing effect of a normal, uni¬ 
fying and harmonizing culture of our own. In matters 
national we are, therefore, compelled to learn by the 
experiences of others. No natural flow of organic 
social life molds our national thoughts and policies. 
Herein lies the original cause of Jew'ish cosmopolitan¬ 
ism. The denationalized Jewish mind looked out upon 
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the world from an entirely different angle. It pro¬ 
jected its own state into humanity at large and pro¬ 
fessed to see visions of a nationless society. His own 
abnormal condition the Jewish cosmopolitan declared 
to be the filial word of wisdom and proceeded to tear 
out of his heart the last vestiges of sympathy with 
his people. The tremendous growth of national so¬ 
lidarity attendant upon the introduction of universal 
education and the rise of material prosperity, he de¬ 
cried as the last agonizing groan of a dying monster. 
All the exalting nobility and self-sacrifice involved in 
the work for national weal was lost upon his blind 
passion. He saw nothing but red. This type of Jew 
has wrought great ruin in our life and we still see and 
feel the effect of his pernicious activity. 

The European upheaval has at last torn the veil 
off the eyes of the most simple-minded. It has taught 
us Jews a great lesson. The world at large, and 
our people in particular, have paid an awful price for 
it, but it is a lesson worth having, especially when the 
cost was not of our bargaining. We now recognize 
that nationalism is a power of the utmost significance 
and greatest influence in human affairs. We now 
understand why all nations, small or big, cling so ten¬ 
aciously to their individuality. A very brutal, cruel 
operation we have been put through. But we are 
cured—let’s hope .for all time—of the dangerous folly 
of building our future upon the disappearance of na¬ 
tionalities. One might as well build on the extinction 
of personality; both are substantially the same. 

The National Standard of Justice. 

The second vital lesson which the war has brought 
home to us in an imperishable fashion, is the exact 
definition of justice. It was not excogitated by some 
luminary of the philosophical firmanent, it is being 
acted out on the fields of battle. Of course, it lacks 
the niceties of hair-splitting argumentation and is per¬ 
haps faulty in logic, but, then, it has the undisputed 
advantage of being transparently clear,—a praise hard¬ 
ly to be accorded ethical writers. Heretofore, the 
peaceable citizen in the hours of leisure, had 
thought that the code of morality elaborated by fam¬ 
ous theologians or scientists must be rigorously ad¬ 
hered to if one was to be good and hold the respect of 
one’s fellow men. There was a ready-made set of 
precepts alike applicable to all peoples, conditions, 
and places. The brotherhood of men, irrespective of 
color, creed or race, hovered before the longing eye 
of the true humanitarian and flowed mellifluous 
from the glib tongue of the popular orator. It still 
is the favorite theme of the preacher and haranguer 
and will continue to be so to the end of time. How¬ 
ever, there is no gainsaying the fact that the war has 
administered a severe jolt to the abstract theories of 
our time. Many a cherished illusion has been blasted, 
and not even long-winded morality has withstood the 
shock. 

The truth is that nothing has really changed. The 
war has only demonstrated, in a ruthless manner, what 
should have been known to all. And that is, that 
national interests are supreme; that the highest stand¬ 
ard by which to measure individual conduct is the 
good of the people. A self-evident truth, a time-hon¬ 
ored maxim, indeed,—and essentially ethical, at that. 
Nevertheless, it required a war of nations, an unparal¬ 
leled cataclysm, to put it in concrete form before a 
sophisticated world. 

A little digression into the realm of speculative 


thought will be deemed pertinent. The highest ex¬ 
pression of righteousness is apparently implied in the 
admonition to offer your left cheek when the right 
one is smitten. Obviously, this moral precept should 
hold good on the part of all men. So that the sup¬ 
posed assailant is likewise enjoined to put forward his 
other jowl when I hit him on the first. If not, my 
non-resistance would only serve to breed more evil. 
The hand that struck me would never relax unless 
fatigued by physical exhaustion. II I am to share my 
bread with the other, so is the other to do by me. In 
other words, it is a case of universal non-re¬ 
sistance and mutual help, which means that every¬ 
one’s conduct is to be such as not to conflict with the 
interests of others. Should there arise a dispute be¬ 
tween two equally moral the point at issue would 
be settled pacifically and amicably by mutual agree¬ 
ment or by the decision of a third party. Should two 
persons of unequal social standing be at variance, say 
king and subject, the higher stationed individual would 
enjoy a larger share of attention. Fie being clothed 
with more authority by the people, his interests are 
considered superior. If an individual should place him¬ 
self athwart the interests of a group, he would ulti¬ 
mately be compelled to yield ground. The concern of 
the many has ethical priority over that of the one. 

Gauged by the same measure, the interests of the 
minority in general are subordinate to those of the 
majority. At this point the moralist would rightly 
enter a vigorous protest. His emphatic claim would 
be that the interests of the minority ought not under 
any circumstances to be sacrificed in favor of the ma¬ 
jority. Each group, as each individual, has a right to 
live and prosper. And the ingenuity of social thinkers 
is taxed to its limit in finding a suitable way of safe¬ 
guarding the smaller units of society. Here we come 
to a conclusion. If within the confines of a body po¬ 
litic higher ethics demands a vouchsafed place for the 
minority, what shall we say of the interests of a whole 
people, small though it be as compared to the world at 
large? Can anyone expect of a people to forego as¬ 
pirations in favor of others? Even if humanity were 
a compact, politically organized whole, that part of it 
which every extant nation would constitute would be 
entitled to full consideration. So much more so when 
mankind is split into a thousand and one peoples and 
nations. Why, then, should one cultural group give 
place to the commands of other groups? If individ¬ 
uals should act alike toward each other, what shall 
we say of nations? Unhappily, there is no higher tri¬ 
bunal that could adjudicate international differences, 
and war is still resorted to as the ultimate means of 
settling a dispute. However, this state of affairs does 
not in anyway change the right of supremacy inherent 
in each and every people. Practical needs regulate 
and modify international relations. Relative strength 
counts most. But ethically there is but one standard— 
the national. 

Still whatever are the moral opinions of the de¬ 
tached thinker, the present death-grapple of so many 
nations has conclusively shown that the national 
standard of justice is the only one to which man is 
capable of rising in supreme moments. Everyone of 
the combatants is confident that he fights on the right 
side and his prayers to God are sincere and unalloyed. 
If all speak of justice in general as the cause of their 
battles, it is because everyone of the belligerent na¬ 
tions views justice, and the world in general, through 
its national angle and assumes its interests to be iden¬ 
tical with those of all but its immediate antagonists. 
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Italy went to war in the belief that this was the best 
way of serving her higher aspirations. Bulgaria cast 
in her lot with the other side for the same reason. 
Each side solicits the aid of more national units by 
holding out tangible inducements, not by sermons on 
what is good and right for humanity at large. Let 
the reader pass in review all the incidents of the war 
so far and he will readily see how national interests 
interpret general justice, nay, even established rules of 
international conduct. 

If anyone needed badly this great and practical les¬ 
son so strikingly given by the war, it was the Jew. 
We have sinned grievously against our own people. 
We lost the sense of true measure and right propor¬ 
tion. So many of us cast aside light-heartedly the de¬ 
mands of Israel and went chasing rainbows! Our 
early socialists in their quest of universal brotherhood 
overlooked the millions of their own brethren. They 
were too busy hunting after the mirage of a millenium. 
The Jew was not considered a human being sufficient 
unto himself. He was to be a mere incident. He was 
to merge completely in the general mass and take 
whatever would fall to his lot. After the horrible 
massacres some dared declare that our blood served 
as oil for the wheels of the Russian progress. So little 
did the Jew count as an entity in the eyes of his own 
brethren! On the other hand, we had those apostles 
of a Jewish mission who saw in us a people of priests 
ordained to educate and elevate humanity. They 
would have us do anything and everything for others 
but nothing for ourselves as a nation. They even de¬ 
nied that tliere is a Jewish people. An easy way of 
appeasing one’s conscience. We were to be willing 
instruments in the hands of moral progress, not the 


providers for our own national future. And then, 
again, those assimilationists pure and simple who re¬ 
nounced allegiance to Judaism and denounced the 
Jews as a pest to be fled from with all possible speed. 
Could these classes have been expected to have ap¬ 
plied the national standard of justice to their own 
people, to themselves? 

One cannot be certain even now whether a cry of 
indignation will not be heard on many hands when the 
demand is made that the same ethical standard be 
accepted by the Jewish people. It will be a cry in the 
wilderness, though. It will fall on deaf ears. The 
Jews have at last been aroused to action and self-as¬ 
sertion,—the only normal and moral line of procedure. 
We must judge the world at its worth to us as a 
people entitled to equal rights. Let our relations be 
based on the principle of mutual convenience and help, 
and not, as heretofore, on self-humiliation and self- 
effacement. If our condition in the world does not 
warrant such a policy, let us normalize our life. 

If universal justice means anything at all, it stands 
for equal rights and equal duties. Should one rely for 
the fulfilment of his desires on the morality of his 
neighbors, he would be branded as a nuisance and as 
an immoral person. His attitude would impose upon 
society additional burdens, no matter how excellent 
his intentions. Equally destructive is the individual 
who recklessly sacrifices all of his own for the sake of 
another, or others, able to take care of themselves. He 
breeds irresponsibility and wastes social energy. 
Everyone must do his share. Every nation must work 
out its own salvation, and that means the salvation 
of all. 
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The Claim of the Jew 

BY NAHUM SOKOLOW. 


E jHE veil of the Jewish tragedy was 
j torn away at the first Congress at 
| Basle. Hitherto, the Jewish problem, 
| it had been said, was a disease and no 
| amount of protests and gnashing of 
j teeth could be of any avail against 
] a disease; it must be cured—eradi¬ 
cated. It is generally agreed that there was not 
much wisdom in postponing difficulties and ignoring 
obstacles; they must be faced. The thousand 
rings of the golus serpent when revealed and 
on the other hand the way to redemption, free¬ 
dom—Palestine! At Basle the new Zionism was cre¬ 
ated, the banner of the Jewish people was raised. 
Nothing was apparently achieved. A fact, however, 
was stated. What the Zionists wanted was a piece 
of land for the wanderers who 
were shuffling from one place to 
another; who were unable or un¬ 
willing to become a mixture of the 
assimilating hash; a piece of land 
for those that yearned for a 
new life. And the freedom they 
desired was not in the form of 
charity. They wanted to work 
for it with their energy, to ob¬ 
tain it through honest labor 
They loved the piece of land 
they asked for it with a love 
that no waters could quench 
and no streams deluge, a love 
that was mightier than all ma 
terial obstacles. They wanted 
a peaceful corner on God's 
earth for the development oi 
their future, for the salvation of 
their children who were drift¬ 
ing. They wanted to shatter 
their golus chains, to obliterate 
the badge of shame, the mark 
of their servility. They wanted 

real human rights. That was the Zionist demand for it¬ 
self from the outer world. I do not speak about the light¬ 
hearted irresponsibles, the self-satisfied stomach phil¬ 
osophers without inherent weight, nor of the cynics 
who discovered new opportunities to jest and scoff 
with that perverted golus humor characteristic 
of self-debasement. But even the serious, the distin¬ 
guished and honest, but, alas! obstinate and short¬ 
sighted, congealed Judaism-preachers, kind-hearted 
conventional communal leaders, philosophers of man¬ 
kind, but cut off from the people—these will-o’-the- 
wisp men came forward with their paternal ad¬ 
vice, even with the wisdom of civilization, to annihi- 
ate what they termed the “chimera,” the “deception,” 
the “chauvinism,” “reaction,” “Sabathei-Zevism,” and 
all the rest of the names by which Zionism had been 
designated. They were told that the Jews must re¬ 
main scattered to act as God’s missionaries, must 
teach everywhere social justice, and the brotherhood 
of men ; they were told that Jews must be a memory 
in the history of the world. The reply was: “We 


want to live. Jews do not want to abdicate; they do not 
want to remain like a broken vessel the liquid of which 
had run out; they do not desire to become lost like a 
wandering star that sheds forth light through space in 
the universe and then disappears into the abyss. Our 
star has not yet gone out. Our ambition is not so high 
as that of our opponents, but much more practical. We 
want to be the rule rather than the exception. With a 
centre of our own we can develop, and the world may 
profit by the lessons we can teach. But to tramp about, 
to be the butt of everyone, the scapegoat of all, while 
continuing losing our own, and persuade ourselves that 
thereby we are doing our part in teaching others—to such 
a high pedestal we certainly have not reached. We re¬ 
fuse to be in the position of the goose that was asked 
whether it preferred to be roasted, fried or cooked. Nor 
do we want that kind of sym¬ 
pathy that is commonly given to 
the aged by those who feel that 
the old folk will not much longer 
disturb the living. Yes, we are old 
but we are also experienced. 
From Pharoah to the Berlin Auf- 
klarungs-Salons we have been 
invited like the fly in the spider’s 
web! No more! No settlement 
can be found under more roman¬ 
tic conditions than that in Pales¬ 
tine. 

According to legend, Rome was 
suckled by a she-wolf; Palestine, 
the new oid land—so legend would 
say—had a dovelike origin—love, 
loyalty, generosity and brother¬ 
hood. Not wild beasts, but angels 
stood at its cradle; muses and 
geniuses had adorned and crowned 
the Morning Star of its noble 
childhood;—Jewish thinkers and 
poets—a Leo Pinsker, a Peretz 
Smolenskin, a David Gordon, an 
“Achad Ha’ant,” a Moses Lilienblum, the pioneers of 
the “Bilu,” and a kind of Jewish Puritan Pioneer, a 
Jew with the spirit of a Nehemiah, the heart of Hillel, 
and the liberality of Kolbo Shevua—that uncrowned 
king of the Jewish settlement,—Baron Edmond de Roth¬ 
schild. These have built the colonies before our great¬ 
est and immortal leader had formed the New Zionism, 
created an organization, formulated a programme, giv¬ 
ing the Movement form and method. The Zionist 
Movement has become a living stream, a guide, founda¬ 
tion to a new strong building. I warn my readers not to 
count the efforts. Some things cannot be reckoned in 
numbers, they are too great to be measured by ordinary 
standards. But if accounts are insisted upon, it must 
not be forgotten that the work was done only by a small 
fraction of the people. And now we come before them 
again after eighteen years. We come to them in the 
midst of a hellish fire. The old Jewish nation has lived 
to see the greatest war in history; we live to-day in the 
most critical epoch in the history of the world. It is 
decreed that the Jews should not be merely the specta- 
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tors but also the actors in the greatest world drama. 
The history of the world war is being written in red 
on that antique parchment—the Jewish Record! Herzl 
wrote his first brochure under the influence of one Drey¬ 
fus affair; at the present moment there are millions of 
Dreyfuses. The cry of eighteen years ago thunders 
forth now with the cry of the mothers, the wives, and 
the orphans, from beneath the debris and the mournings 
that have in their brutal reality far surpassed the imag¬ 
ination of the greatest writers of elegy. The shroudless 
dead rise from their graves saturated with blood, with 
the fiery ‘'almighty” on their pale foreheads. They de¬ 
mand a hearing. They tell us in strident tones there is 
no ignoring, that they have suffered in vain. They nestle 
in the earth but are not warmed by it; they and their 
martyrdom must become the teachers of even the oldest 
nation. Pogroms, persecutions, and humiliations are 
their reward; like stars they shine, but like a silk-worm 
after the silk had been drawn are they treated. They 
had been deprived of all human rights, driven defense¬ 
less like cattle; they fell like old oak trees but with the 
pangs of robbed, humiliated human beings. They were 
not war victims but victims of the Golus. They envied 
Belgium and regarded even Serbia as fortunate. They 
saw power and soundness in the Polish peasant, whose 
ruin was temporary, but who had his land, his home, 
whose corn would grow again. But the Jews, the or¬ 
phans who have been disinherited, step-children of a 
national world—they call the world to judgment. Two 
thousand years the world has been civilizing itself. It 
already flies higher than the eagle, it swims deeper than 
the leviathan, but has the position of the Jew improved? 
Are we not now the same candidates for progroins as 
in days gone by? That is the argument of the dead. 
That is what they are teaching the living. Will the world 
not listen? We want Palestine. 

I do not believe that the man who refuses to acknowl¬ 
edge his mother can be a good husband, nor do I believe 
that the man who disowns his nation can be a good 
patriot in another land. He may be an opportunist but 
not a patriot because patriotism involves idealism. No 
suspicion, no anti-Semitism, no diplomatic pin-pricks will 
frighten us when putting forward our claim to our moral 
right in Palestine. The Jews are too well trained in 
martyrdom to be frightened away from their claim. But 
withal, Zionism is a peaceful movement. The Jews are 
loyal to the ideals of their prophets; not by the sword, 
not through political intrigues, not through hazards and 
adventures do they want to obtain a home in Palestine. 


They want that country through work, courage, talent, 
energy and spirit. They are loyal by nature and remain 
so, whatever the conditions under which they live. The 
Jewish code must be an ideal of national rights and so¬ 
cial justice. It is not within our power to decide which 
crown the Jewish diamond should radiate, but it must 
always be a diamond. As to the question of rights in 
other countries we do not wish for rights because we are 
Jews; we demand not to be robbed of human rights 
wherever we share the common burden of the community 
and shed our blood together with the other citizens in 
defense of the country in which we are born. 

It is not the Jews who need emancipation, but the 
enemies of the Jew. They need emancipation from the 
vice that creates restrictive measures against Jews, that 
institutes pogroms, formulates espionage charges and 
blood libels, that encircles Jews in a pale like beasts in a 
cage, cutting them off from all sources of livelihood and 
barring their education, treating them like poison, pre¬ 
scribing only a certain percentage to be admitted to the 
schools. 

Those who think that by denouncing Palestine, by dis¬ 
owning their own people they will the sooner obtain 
“rights” in the country where they live, are political 
sonnambulists, stony pedants of the Eighteenth century 
school. Palestine, the one place on earth where they can 
recover their national rights as Jews will give to the Jew 
authority and prestige; it is thus the only solution to 
the Golus. Our policy must be that of principle, not 
merely of opportunities. The mistake of the Jews in 
the last century was the policy of opportunities, the util¬ 
izing of strange political situations, to please this or 
that party. That was the way of Napoleon’s Sanhedrin, 
but that policy is played out. We have reached a new 
stage of development. We are no longer satisfied with 
paper-emancipation. We want the reality; we will face 
the truth. 

And the truth is that Jews are a people with a his¬ 
toric claim to Palestine. For the Jews to abandon the 
claim of Palestine means to abandon the Jewish nation, 
to give up the Jewish tradition, to deny the very founda¬ 
tion of Judaism—the Torah. The main difficulty we 
have to compass is not to be found outside Judaism; it 
is in securing the will of the Jewish people. The Jew¬ 
ish people must unhesitatingly proclaim its demand, all 
Jewish organizations must join the flag of Zion which 
flutters high, which reveals the majesty of the immortal 
Jewish people. With that flag we will be victorious in 
securing our historic national rights in Palestine. 
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The Brute 

BY SAMSON LEDERHENDLER 


ARUCH WEINSTEIN, a recent immi¬ 
grant, still wore the capote and the cap 
with a broad shade that form the con¬ 
ventional Jewish garb in Russia. A 
light-colored beard and whiskers en¬ 
circled his features, and while he had 
made the concession to American pre¬ 
judice of reducing his side-curls, they still consti¬ 
tuted a very visible pair of appendages on his cheeks. 

As Weinstein had passed most of his time in the 
old country in studying the Talmud and was not 
strongly developed physically, his friends advised 
against his working in a sweatshop where he would 
fall a ready prey to the white plague. It was accord¬ 
ingly decided that he should become a “customer ped¬ 
dler,” that is, he should try to grind out a living by 
carrying samples of dry goods from house to house 
and selling on credit. 

One sunshiny afternoon Baruch Weinstein tramped 
the streets of the Jewish quarter carrying a heavy 
pack of sample quilts. The general financial depres¬ 
sion entailed hard times on Weinstein’s customers, and 
he failed either to effect new sales or to collect debts. 

Weinstein reached the limits of his usual route 
which coincided with the confines of the ghetto. Be¬ 
yond stretched the great unknown W'orld of the Gen¬ 
tiles, and until then Weinstein had always retraced 
his steps at this point. The fact that he had failed to 
do any business that day combined with a certain 
breeziness in the atmosphere of that bright afternoon 
to urge him to venture beyond the ghetto in quest 
of possible customers or, at all events, to survey the 
ground. Weinstein yielded to the impulse and made 
his way into the new region. 

The appearance of the American ghetto had already 
become trite to Weinstein, and the sight of the new 
surroundings refreshed and inspirited him. His 
thoughts turned on the land that was henceforth to 
be his new home, and the difference in his civic status 
here and in the Old World. 

Baruch Weinstein was pleased with this country. 
Although he had to work hard for a scanty living, he 
had never known luxuries anyway, and, being of an 
idealistic turn of mind, he highly appreciated the fact 
that here the law did not unfavorably discriminate him 
from other citizens. It was natural for a man of his 
religious training that his satisfaction in his new home¬ 
land should crystallize into gratitude to Heaven, and 
he half whispered the following prayer: 

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our God. Ruler of the 
universe, who hast guided me to this free country.” 

Quickening his step to a brisk trot, he continued his 
reflections. 

“Here I really feel as if all men were my brethren.” 
he mused. “It is fine to live in a country where the 
government does not confine you in a pale of settle¬ 
ment, where all men are equal before the law, where 
there are. . .” 

Bang! 

“Oh!” 

A stone violently hit Weinstein on the back of his 
head and made him cry out with pain. He turned 
around in consternation and saw two lads jeering at 
him, one of whom aimed a second stone at him. The 
sharp pain in his head infuriated him and he ran to¬ 
ward the youths. They fled, and he pursued them. 
The people in the street who saw the bewhiskered and 
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oddly accoutred creature running hotly after the lads 
were hugely amused and mocked him. In his chase he 
passed near two stalwart, brawny young men. One of 
them suddenly shot out his hand and grasping Wein¬ 
stein’s beard he gave it a violent downward pull and at 
the same time the other young man thumped Wein¬ 
stein several times on the head. The poor immigrant 
sprawled in the street, dropping his quilts, and the 
two young men held their sides with laughter. 

Weinstein picked himself up, and a feeling of inex¬ 
pressible humiliation overcame him. He was bruised 
and humbled like a whipped dog. He timidly gath¬ 
ered up his quilts and slunk off. 

A feeling of utter helplessness settled down on 
Weinstein’s soul. A sharp pang shot across the back 
of his head and caused him to feel the spot. His 
fingers came in contact with a big lump that the stone 
had raised. His mental anguish, however, hurt more 
keenly than his bodily injuries, and was so poignant 
as to be equivalent to fierce physical torture. What 
had he done to deserve this treatment? he asked him¬ 
self. Why should people take pleasure in inflicting 
pain on him? He could find no solution to his ques¬ 
tions, and a strange sensation mingled of humiliation, 
despair, suffering and anticipation of misery pressed upon 
his heart. He slunk along the street apologetically, 
with lowered head and downcast eyes, as if begging 
pardon for the misdeed of being alive and walking in 
the street. 

An urchin stood at the curb peeling a banana, and 
seeing the queer and apparently helpless immigrant 
shuffle along past him, he, without further ado, flung 
the banana skin at his face. A sudden passion flared 
up in Weinstein’s breast; he made a dash for the boy 
and gave him a resounding slap on the face. 

A crowd at once gathered around Weinstein and the 
boy and began to handle the immigrant roughly, but a 
policeman soon made his appearance who took Wein¬ 
stein to the station-house and locked him up. 

Weinstein passed a sleepless night in his cell He 
kept on painfully reviewing the day's disastrous ad¬ 
ventures. The more he thought about the matter the 
more depressed he became. His arrest frightened him 
for he was poor and had no influential friends to look 
after his interests. 

The next morning Weinstein was hauled to court. 
A number of witnesses testified that the gawky j ian 
had beaten a defenseless child. Weinstein was given 
a chance to defend himself through an interpreter, but 
he was alarmed and confused, and was not much of 
a speaker at any time, and the interpreter rendered 
his statements in poor fashion. 

The judge, having carefully listened to the evidence 
in the case, delivered his decision in the following 
manner: 

“The furriners who swarm to this country from the 
wurst places in the wurld haven’t the least bic of feel¬ 
ing;. You’re a brute! You’d hit a defenseless child. 
I’m sorry they abolished the whipping-post in this 
State. A man who hits a defenseless child is a brute 
and ought to be whipped in pooblic. I’ll taclic you a 
lesson! These dertv furriners are joost a lot of brut¬ 
ish porsons. You’re a brute and a coward, and I’ll 
tache you. I’ll give you six months.’’ 

An officer drew the fainting Weinstein out of the 
court-room. 
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A Reply to Jewish Pessimists 

BY DR. SCHMARYA LEVIN 


IT really true that at one time the 
Jewish nation possessed heroes, and 
that today these heroes have entirely 
disappeared? Is it really true that the 
long, dark, bitter Goluth has robbed 
the Jewish nation of its heroism, the 
dearest and noblest virtue a nation 
it really true that the Jewish nation 
has become internally disrupted, divided into many 
fractions, like so many atoms, which struggle with 
each other in the whirlwind of life, and have caused 
the Jewish nation to become but the semblance of its 
former self, thus depriving it of the magnetic power 
of attraction? 

We have pessimists enough who reply in the af¬ 
firmative to all these questions. They have ceased 
to believe that the Jewish nation, as such, can be set 
up again, and they advise us to hasten the assimilative 
process which has enveloped us, that we may be fused 
with our neighbors, become obliterated, as soon as 
possible. They advise that each of us, individually, 
should seek his own safety, as best he can, by de¬ 
livering himself into the clutches of an unkind Fate, 
without offering stubborn resistance, that each of us 
should cast himself spontaneously into the new world, 
should allow himself to be swallowed up in a new 
sphere, and peacefully adapt himself to the conditions 
of the new life. 

We have enough pessimists who assert that the 
present war in which the Jewish population of the 
various lands is so deeply involved, will have a great 
influence on the Jewish migrations. They prophesy, 
that the antagonism, created by the war among the 
Jews of the various belligerent nations, will not end 
with the cessation of hostilities. The English, the 
French and the Russian Jews, that is the Jews of the 
allied countries, will have no dealings with the Jews 
of Germany and Austro-Hungary. The bond of na¬ 
tionalism, which has until now kept them together, has 
been torn asunder and they will have nothing in com¬ 
mon with each other. Our new prophets go still 
farther! They maintain that the antagonism among 
these groups will deal a deathblow even to the Zionist 
organization, whose superstructure is founded upon 
nationalism. The Zionist Congresses will become an 
impossibility and the sublime ideal of a universal 
Jewish unity will henceforth belong to the historic 
past! 

Were there any truth in this prophesy, were it full- 
filled, it would be the most convincing proof that the 
Jewish nation, as such, is destroyed and is on the 
verge of disappearing from the world-scene. It would 
prove that the Jewish nation lacks the cement, the 
potential energy, the hidden heroism, without which 
no nation can exist. The Zionist movement, in the 
last few decades, would be similar to a volcano which 
belches out before being extinguished. 

Fortunately, this prophesy is false and will never 
be fullfilled. The prophet who uttered it. lives far 
from, and does not understand, the people of whom he 
prophesies. He does not know its soul, does not feci 
its pulse, and his utterances merely reflect the pessi¬ 
mistic sentiments of a very small Jewish group, a 


group which before the war had little intercourse with 
the Jewish nation. It is one of the small Jewish sects 
who have long ceased to sympathize with the plight 
of their brethren and who revive only when a 
catastrophe befalls the Jews. The Goluth also be¬ 
stowed upon us the remarkable gift of catastrophic- 
Judaism! This small group has long lost its faith in 
the Jewish national heroism. With the coming of the 
war it was weakened still more and deprived of the 
last spark of solidarity. Comes the prophet of this 
small sect and cries out in his perplexity, that the 
Jewish nation is destroyed and that the time is ripe 
to begin preparing its tombstone. 

He who has closely observed the development of 
the Jew in the last few decades, who has listened in¬ 
tently to the sentiments of the Jewish masses, who has 
closely watched the change in the partly assimilated 
youth of Western Europe, must admit that in recent 
years the bond of nationalism among the various 
scattered portions of the Jewish nation has, in a 
measure, become stronger and firmer than in all the 
past generations of modern times. The Jewish litera¬ 
ture, both Hebrew' and Yiddish, has made greater pro¬ 
gress in the last forty years, than in the entire Haska- 
lah epoch. It has become more vigorous, more in¬ 
structive, richer in subject matter, broader and more 
artistic. And since literature must draw its nourish¬ 
ment from life, we can see in its development the best 
proof that the Jewish life has become more abundant 
and richer in a national sense. Literary accomplish¬ 
ments lacking national spirit and national zeal leave 
no impression. They are abortive accomplishments 
whose appearance is not perceptible and whose dis¬ 
appearance is not noticed. And we have a convincing 
proof! At the time when the Hebrew literature passed 
through a great development, the German, the Rus¬ 
sian, the French and the English Yiddish literature 
deteriorated by degrees. The best authors and artists 
departed from us, broke aw'ay from the center. Each 
of them considered it a distinguished honor to become 
a German, a Russian or a French author. Almost 
without exception there remained the modern theolog¬ 
ians, who were compelled to follow the Jewish style 
although their works were composed in foreign lan¬ 
guages. Therefore the entire Jewish literature in 
foreign tongues has taken on a theological character, 
as if the Jewish life had dragged itself, heart and soul, 
into the synagogue, as if the Jewish life had lost all 
its power of attraction and had hidden itself in the 
Beth Hamidrash corner. 

Jewish heroism, in recent years, has also adopted 
a new form. It has begun to be constructive by eman¬ 
cipating itself from its own Goluth. There is a vast 
difference between the Goluth heroism and the emanci¬ 
pated heroism. The emancipated heroism is produc¬ 
tive, it creates in life certain prominent values whose 
worth can be ascertained. The Goluth heroism, the 
enslaved heroism, may possess the same power, but no 
one notices it, for its power is exhausted that it might 
not be suppressed by an opposing force. The emanci¬ 
pated heroism creates the hero w'ho admires and is 
admired: the Goluth heroism makes the martyr who 
arouses more pity than admiration, more sympathy 
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than amazement. The hero and the martyr. The eman¬ 
cipated life presents us with heroes, the Goluth life 
with martyrs. We laud the hero; we eulogize the 
martyr. We mention the hero, we say, “A1 hanisim 
V’al hagiborim;” when we mention the martyr we say, 
“Ail Molayrachmim.” The former inspires us with 
courage and hope; the latter makes us mournful and sad. 
In reality the hero and the martyr possess the same 
power, but the form in which the power reveals itself 
depends upon the conditions in which we live. Hero¬ 
ism must possess its own soil. On foreign soil it 
transforms itself into martyrdom, it is enveloped with¬ 
in itself and is revealed in the form of obstinacy. Ob¬ 
stinacy is not noticed as easily nor revered as much 
as heroism. 

Therefore the heroism of a nation in exile is under¬ 
estimated. Silence, patience, endurance and suffering 
do not evoke admiration, though it is known that they 
are emblematic of great strength. The world loves 
the hero. It is therefore not astonishing that even we 
have in some degree lost our esteem for our own 
nation. We have lost faith in its power, for the mar¬ 
tyrs have obscured the heroes. Martyrs we have seen 
with our own eyes; heroes we were compelled to sum¬ 
mon from the old, forgotten generations. It is im¬ 
possible to successfully rear the youth on narratives 
of intolerance and persecution. The youth demands 
something more cheerful, something that sparkles 
and glitters, that arouses and attracts, that calls and 
revives to new life and to new heroism. 

Our long Goluth history sorely lacks moments 
which might inspire and revive a healthy and vigorous 
youth. We are convinced that the period of the new 


Jewish, Palestinian settlement, where the passive Jew¬ 
ish heroism has reconverted itself into active heroism, 
where the constructive power has again become promi¬ 
nent—we are convinced that this period will prove 
advantagous to our youth, not only there where the 
new life is being developed but also in the Goluth 
countries. It is evident that we shall have something 
to point to, we shall be able to tell the children not 
only of men who would not allow themselves to be 
crushed, but also of men who were inspired by a sub¬ 
lime, national ideal and who were animated by a 
power to build a new future. We have as yet, not 
come to a proper appreciation of this new period, for 
we live in it ourselves, we lack the perspective. 

We take no stock in the prophecies of our pessi¬ 
mists. We maintain that even the English and the 
Germans, the French and Russians and the Austrians 
will not be angry with each other forever, and under 
no circumstnaces do we believe that the present war 
will hinder the unifying process which has so beauti¬ 
fully begun in our Jewish life. We are of the opinion 
that after the war when the harsh censor will be re¬ 
moved from our speech and thought we will begin to 
consider and realize how insignificant we became in 
exile. Perhaps a few Jewish lords or barons will be 
inclined to nurse their grudges even after the war. 
They, however, exaggerate their own influences and 
they overlook the fact that their day is past. There 
are other active influences at work within Jewry; the 
productive spirit, the spirit which calls and demands 
unity, is again revived. On these active, Jewish fac¬ 
tions the war must have an effect opposite to the effect 
produced by our pessimistic prophets. 



My Ideal 

BY P. M. RASKIN. 

What I pray for and desire 

Is no treasure—stores of gold— 

Just a soul that can inspire, 

And a heart that grows not old. 

Just a spot, where I may, after 
My day’s toil is at an end, 

Hear gay children’s silver laughter. 
Watch the sun in gold descend; 

Just a rivulet to greet me, 

When I pass through field or mead; 

Just a maiden’s smile to meet me 
And a poet’s page to read. 

In my homeland live and labor, 

As my guide—the sky above. 

And a palm-grove as my neighbor, 

As my friend—the one I love. 
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Interpretations 


W E give elsewhere several letters received from es¬ 
teemed Zionists who protest against the use of the 
cortoon which appeared in the January issue of The 
Maccabaean. These letters were selected from a 
number of communications and resolutions prac¬ 
tically repeating the same objections. It is presumed, there¬ 
fore, that they reflect a large body of Zionist opinion, which, 
in a democratic movement like ours, is entitled to a respectful 
and considerate hearing. 

It may seem a trivial matter to discuss an illustration in 
a magazine; there are all sorts of tastes in this world, and 
what one may regard as a bad drawing another may say is 
good, and what one may regard as vulgar another may claim 
to be merely virility; but the nature of the criticism of the 
January cartoon raises issues of a broader import, which 
should be openly discussed. As a rule, all cartoons, good or 
bad, tackle situations with graphic boldness. This inevitable 
boldness seems to have affected a number of Zionists un¬ 
pleasantly. They probably would not have been so affected 
had they been used to the consideration of Jewish contro¬ 
versial questions as such questions are treated in American 
or English political life. 

Many Zionists assume that the opposition to Zionism is 
based on ignorance of the facts or wilfulness, and that our 
propaganda should consist mainly in explaining our objects, 
telling the story of our achievements in Palestine, and col¬ 
lecting funds for the work in Palestine. It is thought that 
this propaganda, suavely conducted, and politely expounded, 
will win over our active opponents. Such an idea implies 
a naive understanding of our problem. 

The opposition is not mere whim and ignorance. It is 
deliberate and conscious of its purpose. It is based upon 
a different interest in life, the interests of a nationally de¬ 
classe element, which is determined that no Jewish national 
objective shall interfere with their denationalized way of 
living. This opposition feels that Zionism has come to dis¬ 
turb the status quo of American Jewry, introducing new 
ideals and new methods. It claims that Zionism is in con¬ 
tradiction to both American patriotism and to the concep¬ 
tion of Jewish life which reduces the ties that bind to a re¬ 
ligious bond. We may think that logically there is no such 
contradiction. We may declare there is no such contradic¬ 
tion. But they feel keenly that there is such a contradic¬ 
tion. When the various gentlemen who have been attack¬ 
ing Zionism publicly write and speak against Zionism, they 
do so because they feel that we have come to destroy their 
conception of Judaism, that we have come to offer national 
resistance to the forces of assimilation, that we aim to es¬ 
tablish a Jewish nationality recognized by the world, and that 
we bring an ideal that requires consecreation to new tasks. 

The Zionist ideal is not pleasing to our active opponents, 
for it is an undesired intrusion into the scheme of Jewish 
life which they have framed for us. It interferes with their 
lives, with their interests, with their religion. This opposition 
is not due to ignorance, but to knowledge that what we in¬ 
tend doing is vitally offensive. They understand our argu¬ 
ments, and do not accept them as valid. They do not want 
to acknowledge their validity, for our views contradict every 
thing they have been saying and writing and living for the 
past forty years. They exalt the golus which we denounce 
and condemn. 

You cannot combat this antagonism by slipping a brochure 
into the pocket of a prominent rabbi, or arguing with him 
in the Jewish press. That antagonism cannot be reduced 
effectively only by parlor meetings, which are good in their 
way. It must be met by public discussion on the lines of 
national controversy and struggle. In national life, we deal 
with actions not words. When we find ourselves confronted 
by a crisis in national existence, with a world-wide catas¬ 
trophe requiring relief, Jews who stand up at public meetings 
and denounce us for doing what we think is right and in¬ 
evitably necessary are not merely persons who happen to 
differ with us in opinion. They arc opponents of the na¬ 
tional interest; and they must be so considered. 

Do we not regard ourselves as a nationality? Is not our 
problem a national problem? We do so assert. Then the 
etiquete of a tea-party cannot be invoked to guide our con¬ 
duct. A new set of rules must be employed, the rules of 
controversy that apply to national issues. We regret 
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to note that among Zionists tliere arc many who 
arc not accustomed to thinking of Jewish life in national 
terms, which demands for its own health that its affairs be 
conducted in the open, with an undeviating policy behind it. 

When the Italian people are involved in political issues, 
the Italian press and all Italian publicists discuss them boldly 
and frankly, disregarding the dignity or interests of individ¬ 
uals. The discussion may be brutal and frank, but the na¬ 
tional interest over-rides the interests of individuals, and the 
amenities of private social intercourse. 

Zionism has been too long regarded as a domestic affair, 
regulated by the etiquette of the home or the synagogue or 
the board meeting. We are arousing, however, the national 
consciousness and we must expect in that development the 
birth of the usual methods employed in the discussion and 
propaganda of national issues. If in this work it becomes 
necessary to characterize, graphically or otherwise, the public 
actions of men or organizations, heretofore operating as pri¬ 
vate individuals or corporations, although dealing with public 
Jewish matters, surely Zionists should be the last to resent 
the use of such methods. Zionism must get out into the 
street to reach the Jewish people. It cannot succeed as a 
Chautauqua summer assembly. 

If in discussing the Congress movement, The Maccabaean 
has criticized a certain type or set of men, it has done so 
in matters affecting Jewish national interests, and with no 
personal motive or intent. The actions of this organization 
were detrimental to the national interests of the Jewish 
people. We were concerned with the public aspects of the 
situation. The organization in question stands opposed to 
democracy (without which Zionism becomes a philanthropic 
movement solely - ); in opposition to nationality (without 
which Zionism has no meaning - ); and in opposition to Zion¬ 
ist influence in American Jewish affairs (without which Zion¬ 
ism becomes, like a fungus, without roots in real life, hang¬ 
ing in the air of sentimental longing or theoretical discus¬ 
sion). In combating this position, we discussed the issues 
freely and frankly, seeking to show that the upholders of 
that position lacked authority for speaking in the name of 
people whom they did not represent, seeking to show that 
the men had not given serious thought to those Jewish af¬ 
fairs on which they expected to be regarded as authorities, 
seeking to invalidate the authority of the men who thus spoke 
publicly as Jewish representatives, inasmuch as they did not 
speak the right word, and wished to oppress American Jewry 
with the weight of their hitherto unchallenged authority. 
Those who think of Zionism as a movement that must gain 
by compromising in its methods with individual opinions and 
individual whims are weakening Zionism and reducing it to 
a feeble and ineffective expression of a noble ideal. Zion¬ 
ism must transform Jewish character, and make the Jew 
thinking of Jewish life in terms of individual interests, a man 
thinking of Jewish life as a national organism, into which 
all individual ambitions and possessions must be merged. 

The American Jewish Committee, for example, opposed the 
self-emancipation of the Jewish people. It used means and 
methods that indicated that the question was serious to its 
welfare. In opposing it with the weapons of public discus¬ 
sion. we felt and still feel that we were opposing the com¬ 
mission of a great wrong to the Jewish nationality. If in 
opposing the perpetration of such a wrong, we seemed to be 
rude and vulgar in the eyes of Zionists, and not considerate 
enough to the high standing of many of the men opposed, 
we simply express our sorrow and regret that Zionists should 
think that we have committed a wrong worthy of censure. 

As to the cartoon itself, we confess that the figure of the 
leading opponent was not pleasing to us either. But the ar¬ 
tist had a method of his own, and thought that in this way 
he struck at the root of the situation. His aim was not to 
deride the appearance of any particular opponent, but merely 
to give point to the Jewish aspects of the controversy. We 
are at a loss to understand why we should be charged with 
anti-Semitism. There was no desire to mock at Jewish char¬ 
acteristics, which to us are matters of pride and not of shame. 
Those Jewish features which unfriendly cartoonists employ 
to give point to their dislike of Jews, are features which to 
us seem natural, desirable and even agreeable. 

HYMAN SEGAL. 
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Zionism as An Ideal 

BY P. M. RASKIN 


HE remarkable phenomenon of our 
people retaining its individuality with¬ 
out a fatherland and through cen¬ 
turies of cruel persecution is ascribed 
by some to religious, by others to 
ethnological or to politico-economical 
causes. But religion is no longer uni¬ 
versally considered the most potent factor in human 
affairs and history, and the Jewish riddle can hardly 
be solved by ethnological or economical factors alone. 
The destiny of a people is shaped neither by religious 
nor entirely by external circumstances, but chiefly by 
its national character and by its aspirations towards 
definite aims. 

What are the cardinal traits of our national char¬ 
acter, and what were and are our aspirations? What 
is it that made us sustain long centuries of inhuman 
persecution? What impelled the Jew to offer himself 
a voluntary martyr? I shall attempt to answer these 
questions. 

Titus conquered Judea, but did not conquer Juda¬ 
ism. The Jew lost his soil, but retained his soul. He 
was expelled from his country, but could not be made 
to expell it from his memory. If he could not return 
to Zion he brought Zion to himself. No matter wher¬ 
ever the Jew lived the voice of his prophets still rang 
in his ears. If the creative power of the Jewish genius 
was paralysed for the time being, his past had suffi¬ 
cient power to feed his soul and to preserve it from 
destruction. Not only did the sacred memories of his 
past compensate him for his tribulations, but prom¬ 
ised him a great future. As soon as the material, the 
physical campaign was over he began a new campaign, 
a spiritual one, for the preservation of his nationality 
This became his sole aim; an aim on which he concen¬ 
trated all his efforts. The colleges he founded in 
Jabneh, Tiberias, Nahardoah and other Babylonian 
centres were all directed towards the attainment of 
this aim. He strained all his energy in a struggle not 
so much for a national life as against national death. 
Neither his gentile friends nor his enemies could un¬ 
derstand this struggle. Why did not the Jew allow 
his soul to be melted in the melting-pot of Roman cul¬ 
ture? And whence did he derive the indomitable cour¬ 
age in his terrible fight against national extinction? 

The Jew, in the early period of his exile continued 
his national life in spite of all obstacles and hardships, 
because he had a great past behind and foresaw a 
great future before him. It was he who discovered 
and proclaimed to the world the idea of monotheism 
and the elements of social justice. These eternal 
revelations made their author immortal. His prophets 
—the prophets of truth and righteousness—still spoke 
to him from the hills of his dear homeland. Bodily 
he was now a slave, Subdued and down-trodden, but 
spiritually he was still the free Judean. Everything 
was still fresh in his memory: the flourishing towns 
and vilages, the lofty mountains, the beautiful valleys 
and blossoming gardens and vineyards, the stately 
cedar-forests, the thousands of pilgrims streaming to 
Jerusalem and the Temple in its full glory. . . What 
did it matter that these were temporarily lost, if they 
were alive in his soul. The eternal values he created 
there would survive all future generations, would 


triumph in the end over all ephemeral strength and 
grandeur of a world based on fire and sword. . . For 
did not his prophets tell him to wait for the day, when 
he would regain all his past glory in his ancestral 
home? Or did he doubt their word? “Live and 
wait” becajme the motto of his life. What signified 
temporary suffering when compared with his un¬ 
shaken belief in regaining his national freedom? 
Faith, illimitable faith in his future independence was 
the basis of his existence. It dominated all his 
thoughts, characterized all his actions; it pervaded his 
whole literature, his philosophical doctrines, his lit¬ 
urgy, his poetry, his social, political, moral and aes¬ 
thetic views. If the existing conditions were hard he 
sought ways and means of adapting himself to them. 
How was it that a simple agricultural people was sud¬ 
denly transformed into a people of crafty tradesmen? 
Was it really due, as Sombart asserts, to the Jew’s in¬ 
nate desire for wealth? Oh, no! history testifies that 
the Jew often paid for his faith with all his material 
possessions, even with his life when occasion de¬ 
manded—and occasion demanded it too often. It was 
purely a question of adaptation to existing circum¬ 
stances. He was outwardly a cosmopolitan, but in¬ 
wardly a citizen of Jerusalem. He lived among all 
nationalities, but belonged to none; he adapted him¬ 
self to all external circumstances, but would adapt 
himself to no spiritual conditions. The present time 
was of no consequence to him; he lived in his real 
past and his visionary future. He did not even en¬ 
deavor to create new national values. How could he 
hope to reveal new truths, how could he “sing the song 
of the Lord on strange soil?” This would be done 
“When the redeemed of the Lord would return and 
come with singing into Zion.” Besides, the Jewish 
character permits of no compromises. The Jew is ex¬ 
treme in his nature: he is either absolutely conserva¬ 
tive or absolutely radical; he either erects shrines or 
destroys theta; he will either give to the world the 
Book of Books, sing the Song of Songs or remain silent 
altogether. He must have either all or nothing. His 
national soul, unbent and untarnished, must be pre¬ 
served for the future—his full and complete redemp¬ 
tion, when his national genius would re-assert itself 
in its entirely. This was his Messianic faith. His 
Messiah could not compromise. This is probably 
why the Jews did not recognize Jesus who adapted his 
teachings to the conditions of his time, conditions 
largely controlled by Rome. Christian theologians 
never fully realized this. The true Messianic idea 
was not something nebulous, vague or abstract, as 
some twentieth century Rabbis try to make out. It 
was plain, clear and definite: Messiah is to take the 
people of Israel back to the land of Israel, the land 
which is the physical and spiritual cradle of the Jew¬ 
ish people, the arena from which the highest eternal 
truths were proclaimed, and whence, when re-gathered, 
he will proclaim new truths to the entire world. The 
Messianic ideal was the raison d’etre of the Jew in 
exile, it was the motive force of all metamorphoses and 
vicissitudes through which the Jewish people passed. 
It so filled the Jewish soul that hardly any space was 
left in it for other ideals. The Jewish mind was made 
up. All or nothing. Messiah or exile! 
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When the fatal struggle with Rome began there were 
some so-called practical politicians in Judea who tried 
to point out to the people the uselessness of resistance. 
What! to rebel against Rome, the mistress of the 
world, the victor of a thousand battles, Rcffne who 
conquered Greece and Macedonia, Gaul, Britannia and 
Germania? Absurd! Impossible! So, for instance, 
argued the practical king Agrippa the Second, but the 
Jews remained deaf to such warnings. They preferred 
exile to spiritual slavery. In the spiritual world there 
should be no arbitration. This is probably why they 
never even aspired to make proselytes. “Proselytes,” 
says the Talmud, “are hard to Israel like leprosy.” For 
a proselyte can, at best, be only a partial Jew. In the 
Roman period of national assimilation, when ideas and 
ideals were interchanged between nationalities; when 
all sorts of concessions and compromises were made ; 
when the entire world seemed to have turned topsy¬ 
turvy, when slaves of yesterday became lords of to¬ 
day, Israel alone remained steadfast and immovable, 
and when a hurricane of revolutions swept over the 
old world—this marvelous people buried its head in the 
sands of its traditional past in order to preserve its 
soul for a great future. 

* * * * * * * 

So long as the Jew could live in peace with his own 
conscience all was well. The world despised him, per¬ 


secuted him—but who is the world? Is it the de¬ 
praved, debased, demoralized pagan Rome? or is it the 
Crusaders and papal Christianity which presumably 
came to displace paganism, but more firmly established 
it after depriving it of its original aesthetic beauty ?■ 
The Jew was conscious of his moral and spiritual su¬ 
periority, and this gave him sufficient strength to bear 
his physical torture with fortitude. Even the world 
which was so cruel to him had a sub-consciousness of 
this superiority. When the Christian world treated 
him with cruelty he treated it with contempt. The 
greater the persecution the tighter he shut himself up 
in his own shell—the visionary world of his ancestral 
home. The Temple was no more, so every synagogue 
became his “Mikdash Mcot”—his little Temple, where 
he still offered his old prayers, still sang his old psalms, 
always turning his face towards the East, towards 
Zion. He surrounded himself with a thousand souv¬ 
enirs of his fatherland. In Spain, in the neighborhood 
of Toledo, lie builds towns naming them Palestinian 
names—Eshtoal, Joppa, etc. His national faith is still 
a force-vivante with him; his tribulations only a tem¬ 
porary transitory evil from which his Messiah would' 
soon relieve him. This is the secret of the preserva¬ 
tion of the Jewish nationality. Here is the key 
to the solution of the eternal riddle. The red sea of 
exile was crossed by the People of Israel with the 
magic staff—the ideal of Zion. 


Tip the Scales 

BY JESSIE E. SAMPTER 


ADASSAH is now distributing little 
folders whereby we hope to raise 
money for the urgent need of the 
Jews in Palestine who are suffering 
through the war. An appeal must be 
original and unique to touch us now, 
for it would seem that our Jewish 
been dulled by the very enormity of 
our obligation. And since we have all heard numerous 
appeals, and have all given something, we mistakenly 
suppose we have done our duty. We have not done 
our duty until we cannot possibly give more. 

Now Hadassah is asking for something other than 
money; for our gold and our silver in any form, the un¬ 
used, the discarded, the forgotten. Hadassah will bear 
our burdens of gold and silver, and have them con¬ 
verted into money. We are shown a picture of a 
scale whereon our bits of unvalued metal counterbal¬ 
ance the unthinkable woe of our people in Palestine. 
And we are asked to detach, sign and mail a postal 
card which will bring a collector. It is made as easy 
as possible. 

How appealing is this plan! There are several 
things in its favor. First, it promises to be remunera¬ 
tive—and how much we need the money! It also 
makes giving easy. That may reflect ignobly on the giver, 
but it counts in these hard days. One can give, without 
spending. Then, also, there is a nobler side. Many feel 
that in giving money they shirk a home responsibility. 
But in giving jewels and silver they give what is their 
very own—a personal gift in which no others can be 
involved. 

But to me the idea appeals most because it is ro¬ 
mantic. I love to remember that we are doing now 


what our ancestors did when they brought gold and 
silver and jewels for the building of the tabernacle in 
the wilderness. “And Moses spake unto all the con¬ 
gregation of the children of Israel, saying: Whosoever 
is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of 
the Lord, gold and silver. And they came, every one 
whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his 
spirit made willing, both men and women, as many 
as were willing-hearted, and brought bracelets and 
earrings and rings and tablets, all jewels of gold.” 

It is given to us to live again this poetry, this ro¬ 
mance of the free-will offering. This high emprise, 
this spirit of nobility, we are asked to share with our 
romantic people in ancient times. 

But how dare I speak of romance in the face 
of the horror, the starvation, the stark, ugly suffer¬ 
ing caused by this frightful war? Can one dream dreams 
on a battlefield? Yet our ancestors in the wilderness 
built the ark and tabernacle in the face of hunger,, 
of desert thirst, of danger and horror. And they w ere 
consecrated at Mt. Sinai in the midst of fire and earth¬ 
quake. 

Our people in Russia to-day arc fleeing from no¬ 
where to nowhere from the clutches of death. Our 
precious little villages in Palestine, the little tabernacle 
of a new exodus, are threatened with destruction. Why 
all this suffering? It is nothing new. For two thousand 
years we have been constantly driven and threatened and 
starved and murdered. How did we contrive to exist, to 
endure? We contrived to exist and to endure because of 
a romance—the romance of the Jewish nation. 

Not only Zionism, but Judaism, is a lomantic force. 
That is why so many refuse to listen to us in this 
materialistic age. AM nationalism is romantic. But 
Jewish nationalism is supremely so, for it is the ro- 
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:nance, even the love story of Israel and God. It is 
the romance of righteousness, for as the Jews for the 
first time in history identified righteousness with re¬ 
ligion, so they also, alone oi all peoples, identified 
f ighteousness with nationalism. 

At Mt. Sinai we received the Law', which is our in¬ 
signia of nobility. “Noblese Oblige!” So, for his 
Master’s glory, the Prince has been sold into slavery 
that his miraculous liberation may proclaim to .all the 
world the righteousness of his God. Through fire 
and water he passes, scourged and tested with suf¬ 
fering because of his high calling. 

Therefore, when Israel sinned, he forfeited temp- 
porarily the enjoyment of his inheritance. He was 
disgraced and sent from the face of his King into bond¬ 
age and into exile. Can Israel have any King but God ? 
The human kings that he sat over himself to tyrannize 
over him were crushed and destroyed, and he himself 
was crushed and destroyed for choosing to humiliate 
himself before them. Then arose louder than ever 
the prophetic call, the voice of God, the only title to 
nobility and authority, and called back Israel to an 
understanding of his dignity and obligation. Each man 
was called, and the nation was called as one man. For 
in a democracy based on equal nobility of descent, each 
individual is responsible for and representative of the 
whole nation. 

The exiled nation was recalled and re-established on 
this ideal, the temple was rebuilt. For some centuries 
the little nation that exemplified the freedom, the ro¬ 
mance of nationality, withstood the greedy octopus 
of imperialism. Down those centuries and to our own 
ears rings the music of that idealism, that romance, in 
the prophetic thunders and comfortings, and in the 
lyric sweetness of the wistful psalms. 

Then comes the gradual subjugation of nationality, 
and finally, the second destruction and exile, more 
complete and horrible than the first, a shattering of 
the little stubborn nation that could not forget its 
destiny even for the sake of life. We are broken in a 
thousand bits, we are sown over the world, we take 
root scantily in every alien soil. But though the na¬ 
tion is lost, the ideal of nationality is carried with us 
into every land. Everywhere we are a thorn in the 
side of tyranny, a protest against oppression and in¬ 
justice. Everywhere by our very existence we cry out 
against imperialism “You may destroy the body, you 
may murder the people, but you have neither the 
right nor the power to destroy a nation that is called 
into life. I, Israel, am the servant of the Lord. I shall 
return and worship Him in the holy mountain of His 
heritage. Meanwhile, as a Prince, I must suffer in¬ 
dignity for the sake of my high calling.” “He hath no 
form nor comeliness, and when we shall see him, there 
is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him: 
he was despised and we esteemed him not.” Yet the 
promise reads: “Behold, my servant shall deal pru¬ 
dently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very 
high.” 

This dream it is, this romance, that has preserved us 
in life through two thousand years of exile, of wan¬ 
dering, of torture. Nationalism that was a religion has 
kept us one and whole. No matter what we suffered, 
how we bowed and cringed out of doors, we never for¬ 
got our title of nobility. Each man was a prince at 
home, when he sanctified the Sabbath. Though 
dressed as beggars, we knew ourselves to be princes 
in disguise. Need I tell what price we paid, what 
suffering, for the sake of this romance? 
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But the romance is to have an ending, and a happy 
ending. Such is the promise of our King whom we 
trust. When the Prince returns to his own Land, he 
will throw off the beggar’s cloak and stand revealed 
in his shining princely vesture. 

A second Exodus has begun. The pioneers of the 
Zionist Movement have entered Palestine and have 
built the tiny prototype of our future commonwealth 
there. We have Jewish villages, peaceful, free and 
self-governing, Jewish schools and every modern com¬ 
munal institution save only prisons and police that are 
not needed. And Hebrew—the language of the proph¬ 
ets—is the daily speech of our emancipated people in 
Palestine. For they are the only emancipated Jews, 
since they alone are free to live according to their 
own, not others’ laws. It seems like a miracle, this 
new life in the old land. It is a miracle, but a miracle 
consummated with terrible sacrifice, with the sweat 
and the life-blood of our early colonists. And now 
everything is threatened. The little, new, precious 
possession faces absolute destruction as a consequence 
of the war. I cannot tell you the details. I can tell 
you only that our people in Palestine, our indepen¬ 
dent people, are starving, that schools and farms and 
villages are threatened with complete destruction, un¬ 
less we step in and give, and deprive ourselves to give, 
and save them. We mean to do it. We shall do it. 
We are each one responsible for our nation. 

We Zionists know that God has called us Jews 
again as he called us at the time of Moses. We bow 
our heads and prostrate ourselves and say, “All that 
thou hast commanded us, we will do.” A great rabble 
followed Moses. We also are a rabble. We are un¬ 
worthy. We are wandering in a great wilderness. We 
also are an enslaved generation, how bitterly enslaved! 
If we deny the call, if we say we are unworthy, that is 
not modesty, it is cowardice. We are afraid. We say 
“I cannot,” and hide ourselves from the face of God. 

I say to you, come, bring your free-will offering, you, 
as well as your ancestors. Do it in the same way, 
bring us your jewels of silver and gold. Take our 
little cards, carry them to all our Jewish comrades, 
and say, “You, too, give. This is our privilege and 
our opportunity.” It is so small a thing. What is it 
to compare with the sacrifice of our ancestors, with 
their burdens, or with what we ought to do if we were 
ready to do our duty? 

Tip the scale. Tip it with full measure. On one 
side is the suffering, the terrible need of our people in 
Palestine. On the other side is your compassionate 
spirit moving you to give. May your heart be heavy 
for your people, if that will tip the scale. 

Not only your gift, but you, tip the scale. Will you 
give yourself for this romantic dream of your people? 
On one side of the scale is the Jewish past, on the 
other is the Jewish future. Shall the future balance 
the past? Will you help to tip the scale? 

Bring your free-will offerings of gold and silver for 
our new tabernacle in the wilderness, for that taber- 
nacle of beauty, that little tent of worship in the wilder¬ 
ness of our modern life—the Jewish villages in Pales¬ 
tine. Let the big hearted give and the wise-hearted 
plan and build, and so you will help with your jewels, 
with your gold and silver in the fulfilment of this an¬ 
cient romance, this deathless dream and vision of our 
people, the building of the tabernacle anew, the second 
Exodus. 

(Persons wishing to contribute, may send articles to Miss 
Alice Seligsberg, 549 West 113th Street, New York City, who 
will also be glad to furnish further information.) 
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REVIEWS AND COMMENTS 


The January Cartoon 


i. 

To the Editor of The Maccabean. 

Dear Sir: I have just received my copy of the January 
number of The Maccabaean and feel called upon to 
express my sense of surprise and disgust, when on 
opening the wrapper in which it came, I saw the 
ugly cartoon on the cover. What, pray, did the man¬ 
agement of the paper hope to gain by so repulsive 
a caricature of the opponents of Zionism? Does it expect 
that they shall recognize the portrait in the hideous types 
delineated and perceiving its ugliness, straightway amend 
their ways and join the Zionist ranks? Or does it wish 
deliberately to offend them by insinuating that they are such 
vile creatures as they are there pictured? I am sure that 
both the editor and the artist are ready to concede that, 
among the opponents of Zionism, even among those who 
are disposed to say “How tinjewish.” There are many es¬ 
timable gentlemen who have been rendering conscious serv¬ 
ice to Judaism such as they conceive it, and that the inten¬ 
tion of the cartoon was to lampoon only the hypocritical 
element whose hostility to the movement proceeds front 
interested motives. But cartoons are symbols that may 
be seriously interpreted, and are always open to misconstruc¬ 
tion. Zionism is a movement that can stand on its own 
merit and need not seek to glorify itself by ridiculing the 
opposition. Such a cartoon must necessarily reject a note 
of partisan passion into the discussion of Jewish problems 
which is against the interest of that clear thinking and 
cool reasoning that leads inevitably to Zionist conclusion. 

The cartoon was the more objectionable because it ap¬ 
peared on the cover of the magazine. If such a caricature 
of Jewish types had appeared on the cover of a Christian 
paper, The Maccabaean would probably have voiced 
the deepest resentment and would surely not have been 
satisfied by the usual explanation that not all Jews were 
meant. I fear that even if The Maccabean were now to 
apologize, as it should, to the opponents of Zionism, for 
its outrageous carricatures of them, it would scarcely satisfy 
them by explaining to them that not all were meant. I feel, 
however, that such an apology is due them, and not so much 
for their sake as for the sake of self-respecting Zionists, 
who feel that this cause is misrepresented, and their senti¬ 
ments to their opponents put in a false light by such methods 
of Zionist propaganda. 

With Zion’s greetings, 

EUGENE KOHN. 


II. 

To the Editor of The Maccabaean: 

May I voice my protest against the cover of the January 
number of the Maccabaean? There is no objection in having 
an illustrated cover: but I do protest against an illustrated 
cover that has the glaring fault of being vulgar and that has 
not even the excuse of being artistic. Jewish types were 
figured on this Jewish magazine cover that have been for¬ 
gotten even by the anti-Jewish caricaturists. We expose our¬ 
selves to justifiable attack, and we inject unnecessary class 
prejudice and social bitterness into what should be an acade¬ 
mic discussion by giving way to such undignified polemics. 

My objection is not to the idea of the picture but to its exe¬ 
cution. Such a design has a prejudicial effect on the type of 
Jew who is still standing outside of the congress dispute 
awaiting the time when his neutrality will give way to a posi¬ 
tive conviction. There is a very large number of such Jews in 
this City who are willing to be enlightened. Such a prejudice 


breeding picture does not help to win them over to our side 
of the discussion. 

Do you think that if such a picture, under a different cap¬ 
tion were to appear in Life or one of the other humorous 
magazines, or in a moving picture film, the Kehillah or the 
1 . O. B, B. or any other body that busies itself with anti-de¬ 
famation work would not immediately file a protest against 
the vulgar caricature of the Jew? 

With Zion's greetings. 

Sincerely yours, 

DR. D. DE SOLA POOL. 


III. 

To the Editor of The Maccabaean: 

A conversation with one of the officers of the Federation 
of American Zionists, who avowedly shared responsibility 
for the publication of the highly objectionable and, to my 
mind, vicious cartoon on the cover of the January issue of 
the Maccabaean, has confirmed me in what I had suspected 
when 1 first protested against the cover, namely, that the car¬ 
toon was simply another expression of what I consider to 
be a policy, that is doing great and irreparable barm to the 
Zionist movement. In this I know that I am not expressing 
the views of one individual whom you may consider a 
"dreamer - ’ and an “impractical idealist,’’ but of the majority 
of those Zionists who, like myself, agree with you in the 
main issues involved in the Congress agitation. We see 
methods being used that are not worthy of the dignity of 
our cause, and that put us on an exact level with our op¬ 
ponents. In other words, we object to mud-slinging. What 
is more, we believe that where the opponents of Jews arc 
Jews, arbitration and not battle must be the means of ad¬ 
justment, that our patience must be infinite, and that there 
is not strength but spiteful weakness in the kind of recrim¬ 
ination that has been practiced. “Politics” has hampered 
statesmanship. Personal animosities and local and tempo¬ 
rary issues have been allowed to supersede the larger inter¬ 
ests of our movement. 

We must never admit that our opponents are speaking 
“in the name of classes.” for they cannot. Our adherents 
come from all classes. And I fail to see how your inapt car¬ 
toon is going to “invalidate the authority of the leaders who 
oppose us.” 

I agree that exactly the same methods are used by all 
others. In the same way I would agree that “in all warfare 
there must be atrocities.” But I cannot agree that it is nec¬ 
essary for us to imitate the worst part of all political fights, 
especially when there is very much in the way of organiza¬ 
tion and efficiency that we have not begun to imitate; there 
is, or ought to be, such a thing, as a Jewish standard, and 
if we are not different we are not worth preserving. But we 
are different—as evidenced by the general revolt at your car¬ 
toon. 

Many of us have for a long time been deeply and bit¬ 
terly troubled over our own inner weakness. We realize 
the unpreparedness of Zionism to meet the present situa¬ 
tion. We hesitate to criticize, because only he that can 
remedy should criticize, and we would rather do than speak. 
But we know that our own bouse is not in order, and that 
sooner or later it shall have to be set in order, with our help. 
But when we see mud being thrown from the windows, we 
can no longer keep silent. 

In this I am not expressing my personal opinion alone, 
but I know that I speak for the majority of those whom 
you represent. 

With Zionist Greetings, 

JESSIE E. SAMPTER. 
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How The Declaration of War Effected the People of Palestine 

BY HARRY KAPLAN. 


W HEN the news of the war first came to Jaffa, it had 
no immediate economic effect. But we feared that 
many of those who drew their sustenance from 
Europe, would be left destitute. But when on 
August 4, 1914, a Moratorium was declared, and 
the Anglo-Palcstine Bank stopped paying—there was general 
excitement and panic. Nobody knew what to expect. Fac¬ 
tories and building operations stopped. Stores stopped giving 
credit. The needy could not even get bread without showing 
the money in their hands. . 

Let me give an instance of what happend at my machine 
shop and foundry: Pay-day comes every two weeks. It 
was due on Thursday, August 6th. I went to the bank on 
August 4th to draw my pay. I was told there was a mora¬ 
torium and I could not get the money. I returned to the 
factory to notify the men that work would stop for a few 
days until some arrangement would be made to get money 
to pay them. The following day I went to the bank again 
and explained to Mr. Hoofin that he must give me some 
money, for we could not leave fifty-two workingmen with¬ 
out their wages. He said the best he could do, would be to 
give me 500 francs. I took that money and collected more 
among our customers. Our pay-roll was at that time about 
2,500 francs. We explained the existing condition to our 
men and they accepted 50%, the rest to be paid later. 

The following Sunday, we opened our works, but we 
laid off 25% of the men. The rest of them worked half-time. 
The proprietors of the factory held a meeting, and decided 
to keep on working as long as we could and keep on as many 
men as possible. We would not give credit. All our clients 
were to be notified to make part payments weekly, as their 
work progressed, with which funds we would pay the work¬ 
men. We also agreed to take in all kinds of work at cost, 
just to keep the men going and as we had quite a lot of 
work from Arabian clients whose custom is to keep their 
money with them and not at the Bank, we adjusted our 
matters satisfactorily. In the same manner, other people 
tried to adjust affairs, but as their business was mostly with 
Jews, they had greater difficulty. We and other business 
men also took in exchange for work, food staples, such as 
flour, beans, sugar, rice, etc., and issued it at cost to our men. 
This was a saving to them, as food-stuffs had begun to soar 
in price. In general, the bank paid 100 francs gold a week, 
to people who had large deposits and smaller sums accord¬ 
ingly to small depositors. This kept on about a month, then 
it was cut down to 50 francs and subsequently to 25 francs 
per week. As the supply of gold was diminishing and as 
there was no possibility of getting in new gold from outside, 
the bank decided to issue certified checks against the bank- 
deposits. At first store-keepers would not accept these certi¬ 
fied checks, but later they were persuaded to do so and the 
bank also undertook to help them out with gold, to make 
payments, such as custom duties, freight bills, etc., where 
gold only was accepted. The checks had the necessary 
government stamps on and were issued with the knowledge 
and consent of the government. 

The planters of Judaea, had to face similar conditions, 
but as this was the season before their products were moved, 
and as they had to pay their men and keep their irrigation 
plants working and were accustomed to get money from the 
bank against next year's crop, they were left without means. 
However, the farmers of Gallilce were better off at that time. 
They had little to pay and were getting a good price for 
their wheat and food-stuffs, which were daily increasing in 
price. 

The mass of the people who had no savings and no 
regular work were severely aflFccted. All the institutions, 
Zionist and others, suffered from the first day, because their 
source of funds was cut off and they were not prepared to 
meet this emergency. 

When the war began, many boats stopped calling, others 
called only irregularly at the port of Jaffe and brought in 
less supplies. In general, Europe stopped shipping and goods 
that did arrive, could not always be taken out through lack 
of gold. But the general opinion of the people was that 
there were enough home-products to keep the country going. 
There was plenty of fruit, there were wheat, meat and vege¬ 
tables, too. There was therefore no fear of starvation. The 
main difficulty was to obtain money to buy these, and to get 
enough money to maintain the poor. 

Then the mobilization of the Turkish government began, 
and they started to commandeer by daily raids almost 
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all stores and farms and flour mills; no one knew where this 
would stop; it was done without order, new edicts appeared 
every day, and the real calamity began. They took food¬ 
stuffs, clothing, medicines, horses, wagons, fancy goods, 
ladies' garments, children’s shoes and clothes. They took 
things not, as the government commanded, for military pur¬ 
poses, but in undisciplined, high-handed fashion, anything 
that came along. They also forced shoemakers, tailors, 
carpenters and the like to work for months at a time without 
food or pay, and their families had to be supported by relief 
measures. They even commandeered their tools. If a work¬ 
man did not comply readily or protested, he was beaten. 

All this started as soon as the capitulation laws were 
annulled, September 18, 1914 and became intensified as Tur¬ 
key drew nearer to participation in the war. 

To meet the conditions aforementioned, Dr. Ruppin, Dr. 
Chassin and Mr. Hoofin, were organized as a committee, to 
ask Ambassador Morgenthau to try to get $50,000 in Ameri¬ 
ca as a loan and for relief work. Later Mr. Morgenthau tele¬ 
graphed that he had received the money and would send it to 
them at the first opportunity. He told them to get ready and 
organize a relief committee to handle this money, as follows: 
Dr. Ruppin, as chairman, Ephraim Cohen and Dr. Aaronsohn, 
to work under the instruction of Dr. Glazebrook, American 
Counsul at Jerusalem. 

Dr Ruppin asked me to go with him to Jerusalem and 
help him organize this committee, which I did. I intro¬ 
duced him to the American Consul and we discussed with 
Dr. Glazebrook the policy of the committee. Mr. Aaronsohn 
could not come at first. After a long discussion it was 
agreed that the committee should consist of Dr. Glazebrook, 
Dr. Ruppin, Messrs. Aaronsohn and Cohen, and the last 
named three men to be the administrative heads of the dis¬ 
tricts. These districts should form local committees also 
for the distribution of the funds. Dr. Ruppin was to admin¬ 
ister the Jaffa district and Judea colonies. Mr. Aaronsohn of 
the Haifa district and Gallilee and Mr. Cohen for Jerusalem 
and the surrounding country. 

The Jaffa local relief committee consisted, as far as I 
can remember, of Dr. Ruppin, Messrs. Diesenhoff, Bczalel 
Jaffe, S. Rokeach, Shenkin, Idelson and myself. There were 
other members whose names I don’t recollect. The local 
relief committee decided to appropriate a certain amount 
monthly for existing organizations which were formed for 
charitable purposes at the begining of European hos¬ 
tilities, of which Mr. Diesenhoff was chairman. This or¬ 
ganization was to distribute the necessary charities for pri¬ 
vate people and institutions. The society appointed the fol¬ 
lowing sub-committees: 

Labor Committee—To create work and advance money 
to responsible parties for work. Mr. Wilbushcwitz and Mr. 
Blumfeld were on that committee. 

They were to estimate the value of labor and the value 
of the material and present their conclusion to the Relief 
Committee, which would either approve or reject it. Money 
was to be lent for labor only, but not for material. A suffi¬ 
cient guarantee would also have to accompany this that the 
money would be paid after the war. 

The Loan Committee consisted of Mrs. M. Kahan, Gold- 
farb, Chodorowsky and myself. We lent money on valu¬ 
ables, gold, silver, brass, notes, checks, drafts, houses, lots, 
etc. 

Valuables were appraised at 50% of the lowest markets 
rates, and the money given to the people in weekly instal¬ 
ments, in accordance with our cash balance, no matter w'hat 
value the article had. Before I left, our cash balance was 
very low', and we were issuing 25 franc weekly on larger 
values and 15 franc on smaller values; during the last days 
we cut down still further to 15 franc and 10 franc weekly 
and less, respectively. In my opinion, this was one of the 
most important branches of the relief work. It helped out 
the best people without their having to resort to charities, 
and the money was absolutely safe. To my sorrow, the local 
relief committee did not appropriate enough money for this 
branch and many people who were able to pledge their 
valuables had to be refused help. Up to the time I left 
they had only allowed 7,500 franc for Ha Milvah. I must con¬ 
fess that in the end, T could not always stay through the or¬ 
deal of the loan work. The demand for relief was so great 
that it was heart-breaking. 

The Supply Committee consisted of Mr. Diesenhoff, Beza- 
lel Jaffe, Mr. Chanoch, Mr. Idelson and myself, whose duty 
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it was to buy flour, fuel, sugar and provisions, also to hire 
mills to grind the wheat into flour. 

The Bread Committee consisted of Mr. Leo and Mr. 
Dunewitch. Their duty was to hire baker’s shops to bake 
the flour into bread and to deliver the loaves at a low price 
to the various relief shops and institutions. 

After that, we organized a committee to open American 
relief stores, which worked in conjunction with the bread 
and food supplies committees. On this committee were Mr. 
S. Rokeach, Mr. Idelson and myself. These stores sold goods 
on a 10% basis of profit to cover expenses and losses, and 
this brought down the price of food considerably. At the 
beginning, the government had commandeered so much food 
from the stores, that the storekeepers raised the price of 
food. These relief stores also accepted bank checks. Not 
having any small change for bank checks and not wishing 
to sell to one family more goods than were actually needed, 
we organized a system of selling in the American relief 
stores only on Books. 

Each customer would receive a book, with which he 
could get supplies up to a certain amount weekly, according 
to the size of his family. If he paid in on his book a check 
of 20 franc, he would be credited with eighteen franc and 
the balance of two franc would remain standing with the 
committee until after the war. In those days, a twenty 
franc check was accepted all over at 14 and 16 franc gold 
value. At this point, I must mention that most of our sup¬ 
plies had to be bought with gold from the Arabs. At first, 
the government did not commandeer any of our relief sup¬ 
plies but later, it took fifty-four bags of sugar from the last 
sixty we had, and left 11s with four bags and when we, Mr. 
Haidegg, American Consul Agent, Mr. Idelson and I, as 
American citizens, protested in behalf of the American Re¬ 
lief Committee and told the Kaimakan of Jaffa that this 
sugar must be left for hospitals, the sick and babies, he re¬ 
plied that the army needed it more than these. The pro¬ 
visions were never returned, to my knowledge. 


Then there was the Distributing Committee, which dis¬ 
tributed flour and other necessities to the poor without 
money. Mr. Bezalel, Lapin and others attended to this 
work. 

The amount of work done by these committees was 
tremendous, as with the little funds we had, and with such 
a big and hungry and chronically poverty-stricken popula¬ 
tion drawing on them, it was absolutely impossible to satisfy 
everybody. Of course, it may be that if such organizations 
had been created under normal conditions, they could have 
done better, but because the chain of calamities came on so 
suddenly, it took a great deal of self-denial and hard work 
on the part of all the workers to do as well as they did. 
Often they worked until they were exhausted, and they for¬ 
got their sleep and their meals. 

There was also a bread and tea house, of which the 
ladies took charge which catered to several hundreds daily. 
Then there was a cheap restaurant which was in existence 
a number of years and which was under the direction of 
Messrs. Goldberg and Diskin of Tel Abib, where one could 
get a clean, wholesome meal for four metalik. The drain 
on this institution had become very great, and the relief 
committee had to appropriate money monthly to help it 
maintain itself. Of course, all this was not done with Amer¬ 
ican Relief money. Local residents contributed most of the 
money, but it all went under the name of American Relief 
so that the Government should not commandeer it. The 
Anglo-Palestine Bank gave most of the money for the loan 
association and helped in other ways. 

There were quite a number of American citizens at that 
time in Jaffa who came to me for help. I consulted with 
Dr. Ruppin and he left it to me to investigate to find out what 
they needed and I would issue orders to them, which would 
be filled by the various committees as best they were able. 

Most of the people active in this work were affiliated 
with the Zionist movement. 


Annual Convention of Zionist 

The Zionist Council of Greater New York held its 
annual conference on Sunday, February 6th, at the 
Hebrew Technical School for Girls, heard the reports 
of its officers, adopted a number of important resolutions, 
and elected Morris Rothenberg 
president, in place of Max Perlman, 
who declined to run; Z. Kotlar, 
vice-president; Meyer Kehlman, 
treasurer; and an executive com¬ 
mittee composed of Jacob Land- 
berg, Boris Grabelsky, Edward 
Spiegel, Charles Geist, Henry Eiser, 

Nathan Elkin, and Isaac Shenkman 
and Max Perlman, ex-officio. 

The following resolution on the 
appointment of Louis D. Brandeis 
was adopted: The yearly Confer¬ 
ence of the Zionist Council of 
Greater New York, expresses to 
Mr. Louis D. Brandeis, our leader, 
its recognition of his appointment, 
by President Wilson to the post of 
Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. The 
Zionist Council, mindful of the 
great value and significance of Mr. 

Brandeis in the regeneration work 
of the Jewish people, has no doubt 
that he will find a way to continue 
in his services for Zionism in the 
same effective manner as hereto¬ 
fore. 

Mr. Rothenberg seconded the 
Brandeis resolution with a splendid 
address. 

At the morning session in addition to the reports of 
Mr. Perlman, Mr. Israel Wolf and Mr. Wiesen, ad- 


Council of Greater New York 

dresses were delivered by Louis Lipsky, Meyer Berlin, 
Joseph Barondess, Dr. Schmarya Levin and Leo Motz- 
kin. 

In the afternoon a number of important changes in 
the organization of the Council 
were made. The Council will 
hereafter consist of two delegates 
from every affiliated society, who 
will meet quarterly, or at the call 
of the Executive Committee, to 
consist of ten members. This 
change was made after a thorough 
discussion and was finally adopted 
by a large majority vote. 

It was decided to run an af¬ 
fair once a year for the benefit 
of the Hebrew National schools of 
the city. 

It was decided to co-operate 
in the Congress-Convention of 
Manhattan, to be held on Feb¬ 
ruary 22 nd, at Arlington Hall. 
The Council will devote itself 
from now until Purim to the 
shekel collection, pursuing with 
energy the shekel work among 
the lodges. 

There was no contest for 
officers, Mr. Rothenberg being 
the unanimous choice after 
Mr. Perlman had declared his 
inability to accept office. At 
the conclusion of the Confer¬ 
ence, Abram Goldberg, editor 
of Dos Yiddishe Folk, and Mr. Rothenberg de¬ 
livered inspiring addresses. 
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The Jews in the War 

In publishing these items of information concerning the part of the Jewish people are playing in the great war- 
tragedy abroad, THE MACCABAEAN does not wish to be understood as entertaining bias with reference to 
any of the belligerents. THE MACCABAEAN has always taken the position that the evils of the Jewish situa¬ 
tion are due primarily to the anomolous position of the Jewish people in having no recognized political sta¬ 
tus.—Ed. 


AUSTRIA. 

A Vienna telegram announces that the thousands of 
destitute Jewish families will be given farm lands in Bosnia 
upon which to settle. 

* * * 

An appeal has been made in behalf of the cantors of 
the Jewish communities in the Austro-Hungarian war zone. 
The cantors of Vienna have organized a committee to care 
for them, and now have over six hundrded in their charge, 
most of them entirely destitute, without any prospects and 
without any funds. 

* * « 

It is reported that the Russians took hostages almost 
in every town in Galicia where they came. Of the Jewish 
population, the hostages were usually the rabbis of the 
towns, so that many of these Galician rabbis arc now some¬ 
where in Siberia, and nobody seems to know what became 
of them. On account of their rigid observance of the dietary 
laws, these rabbis probably suffer additional hardships and 
sufferings at the hands of their captors. The Reichtag 
Deputy, Dr. Nathan von Lowcnstein, brought in a bill with 
a view of having the government intercede in behalf of these 
unfortunates to see that their release is effected. The Min¬ 
istry have promised their support to the plan. 


GERMANY. 

The Prussian Year Book, recently published, contains sev¬ 
eral articles dealing with the various problems that the Ger¬ 
man government will have to deal with soon after the war is 
over. One of these problems will be the probable influx 
of a large mass of Russian and Galician Jews, who will seek 
to establish themselves in Germany. The suggestion that 
the government establish a pale of settlement, according to 


the Russian pale, is dismissed as incompatible with German 
tradition and culture. The only way that such a 'disaster” 
might be obviated is by means of stringent immigration 
laws. It is also suggested in the same article that it would 
be highly advisable that the German government endeavor to 
obtain Palestine and also urge all other powers to grant equal 
rights to Jews. 

* * * 

The German government has cancelled the order prohib¬ 
iting Polish-Jewish workmen from entering Germany. 

* * * 

A conference recently held in Berlin, which was attended 
by many of the most prominent Jews of Berlin, discussed 
the question of bringing a closer relationship between the 
/ews and Turkey. As a result of this comcrence an organiza¬ 
tion was formed, which will have offices both in Berlin and 
Constantinople. 


GREECE. 

Saloniki, probably the most Jewish town in the world, 
where the Jews form three-fifths of the population, is now 
again the centre of great conflicts as it was about three 
years ago, and the Jews are again the sufferers. About 
three years ago, when Saloniki became a Greek city, after 
the Balkan wars, the Jews there began to emigrate, fearing 
that their rights would be curtailed by the new masters. 
While these fears were not entirely groundless, the Greek 
government made some efforts to calm the Jewish popula¬ 
tion, and most of them remained there, continuing to con¬ 
duct their affairs as before. The recent development of the 
war has again affected the Jewish population of Saloniki. 
The apprehension of actual war and its horrible conse¬ 
quences which, as a matter of fact, affect the Jew's more 
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than any of the population, is inducing many Jews to leave 
the city. 


ITALY. 

Signor F. Servi. editor of 11 Vcssillo Israclitico (Turin), 
has addressed a letter to a number of Italian statesmen and 
politicians, in which he calls attention to the situation of 
the Jews in various European states, especially Russia and 
Rumania. He appeals to them to sec to it that when peace 
negotiations are undertaken measures shall be taken 
to ensure the granting of rights to the Jews where these 
are now denied to them. 


POLAND. 

The Jewish workmen's organization in Warsaw have de¬ 
cided to demand the exclusion of notorious anti-Semite? from 
the Factories’ Committee and the appointment of factory 
inspectors who are able to speak Yiddish. In spite of the 
opposition of the leading Jewish assimilators, the struggle 
of the masses for the recognition of Yiddish is meeting with 
much success. In all courthouses, Yiddish is now recog¬ 
nized as a language and Yiddish interpreters are now em¬ 
ployed everywhere. In Jewish schools, Yiddish is allowed 
to be used as the vernacular, when the parents of the 
children demand that. 

* * * 

The authorities of Warsaw have prohibited members of 
the militia from searching Jewish shops without permission 
of the police, because the searches were frequently carried 
out from dishonest motives. 

* » * 

The Jews at Lukov, government of Siedlece, have scored 
an important success. The citizens’ militia included a large 
number of anti-Semites whose behavior in the Jewish quarter 
was a grave anxiety to the community. As the result of 
representations made by its leaders, the anti-Semites have 
been dismissed from the force, and Jews have been ap¬ 
pointed to patrol the Jewish quarters. 

* * * 

The military administration of Warsaw ha? granted per¬ 
mission to the Jews to convene a conference of Jews of the 
Polish provinces, with a view of discussing ways and means 
of improving the economic and cultural conditions of the 
Jews in Poland. 

* * * 

It is reported from Warsaw that the return of the Jewish 
refugees in that city' to the neighboring townlets is proceed¬ 
ing satisfactorily. The refugees receive a small subsidy 
to enable them to resettle. Some eight thousand Jewish 
families will, however, have to remain at Warsaw for the 
present, owing to the destruction of their villages. 


RUSSIA. 

The reactionary forces in Russia are straining all their 
powers to prevent the tide of liberation which is now sweep¬ 
ing the land. The main object of their attack is the Min- 


HOW MODERN MATZOTHS ARE PRODUCED AT 
THE MANISCHEWITZ MATSOH BAKERIES 

The strictly scientific and business-like principles em¬ 
ployed by the Manischewitz Matzoh Company in the produc¬ 
tion of its Matzoh forms an interesting contrast to the 
primitive methods by which our ancestors produced the 
original article. The factory, situated in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
was erected at a cost of over $150,000, employs about a 
hundred and fifty workmen, and turns out more than 75,000 
pounds of Matzohs per day, that is to say, produces suf¬ 
ficient in nine days to have provided every Isarelite who 
left Egypt with more than a pound of Matzoh. 

But the characteristic of the Manischewitz Matzoh Com¬ 
pany is its cleanliness rather than its size. Every work¬ 
man, on entering the building in the morning, is given a 
shower bath; he is then clad anew in spotlessly white 
clothes, and is even gloved, lest he should touch the ma¬ 
chinery with his naked hand. Some of these precautions 
seem superfluous when it is mentioned that during no part 
of the process is the Matzoh touched by hand. It is kneaded, 
cut. pierced and baked entirely by electrically driven ma¬ 
chinery. The constituent parts which make the dough are 
brought together I v ma> 1 irery; the doug 1 is then to:d-d 
through steel rollers and emerges in sheet form; lastly it is 
pierced and cut into the requisite shape, and propelled into 


isler of Education, Count Ignatiev, who is apparently the 
most liberal in the present ministry. 4 hey cannot forgive 
him the concessions which he recently made to Jewish 
students at the universities and the lower schools. The 
reactionaries in Nizhni Novgorod formally adopted resolu¬ 
tions of protest against the minister, at a conference re¬ 
cently held in that town. They also severely attacked 
their former leader, Purishkeiwitz, who is said to have de¬ 
clared that this was not the time to conduct an anti-Jcwish 
agitation. The reactionaries declare that Purishkeiwitz is 
being paid by the Jews and therefore he prefers to advocate 
their rights. 

* * * 

A conference of reactionaries has been held at Petrograd, 
attended by the metropolitan archbishops of Petrograd and 
Moscow, numerous priests, members of both Houses of 
Parliament and ex-ministers. The ex-Ministcr of Justice 
M. Tcheglovitoff, presided. The real Russian leaders played 
a prominent part in the proceedings. Their spokesman ac¬ 
cused the merchants of Moscow of having sold themselves 
to the Jewish bankers, and made sweeping statements con¬ 
cerning the alleged capture by the Jews of the press, the 
schools, and the City of Odessa. The Jews, it was alleged, 
had become very insolent; resolutions, therefore, were passed 
against emancipation being granted to Jews and against 
religious tolerance. The conference is endeavoring to se¬ 
cure for its president and audience of the Czar, for the pur¬ 
pose of placing the resolutions directed against the pro¬ 
gressive bloc and the Jews before him. 

* * * 

Reports which have reached from Siberia paint in gloomy 
colors the position of the Jewish refugees and exiles sent 
there. Thousands of Jews from Poland and Russia were 
transported to Siberia, and the district of Enisseisk alone 
about a thousand Jews are scattered in twenty-nine villages. 
Many of them were only released after the recent sorting 
demands of the local Liberals. 

* * * 

The Ministry has forwarded to the highest military au¬ 
thorities a report of the censor praising the loyalty of the 
Yiddish organs and dwelling on their utility, but the mili¬ 
tary authorities refuse to sanction the removal of the ban 
against their publication during the war. 

* » * 

One of the most notable effects of the war in Russo- 
Jewish life has been the sweeping away of the Talmudical 
colleges, the “Yeshivoth,” for which such places as Volo- 
schin and Mir, Novno and Slobodka, Eischischeck and 
Telsch, Lida and Maltsch are famous. All these towns have 
become part of the theatre of war, and both students and 
teachers have had to join the hosts of other fugitives. 

* * * 

The Ministerial Cabinet decided to withdraw all govern- 
mont advertisement from the “Novoc Vremya,'’ because it 
lias*recently assumed a more liberal tendency. The “Novoe 
Vremya," the most rabid antisemitic paper in Russia, 
has recently changed ownership, and it was said that its 
largest owner was a Jew. This is the reason for the change 
in its policy, which is disliked by the government. 


the large oven which is about a hundred feet long. On 
emerging from the oven the Matzoh is perfectly ready for 
consuption. 

The machinery used in the baking and packing of the 
Matzoh is dust proof, and numbers of moving brushes keep 
the steel rollers which compress the Matzoh, free from any 
chance impurity. 

One of the precautions taken to prevent any infringe¬ 
ment of the laws governing the production of Matzoh is 
peculiarly modern. The speeding-up process has been car¬ 
ried so far, that from the kneading of the douglit till its 
entry into the oven, only three minutes elapse. This makes 
it absolutely impossible for any leaven to get into the 
Matzoh. In addition, the bakery is under the special super¬ 
vision of the well known Rabbi A. J. G. Lesser. 

The Manischewitz Matzoh Company, now undoubtedly 
the largest Matzoh company in the world, exporting its goods 
to Europe, Asia and Africa, had a very modest beginning 
twenty-eight years ago. It was founded by the late David 
Bair Manischewitz, a Jew noted for his piety as well as for 
his learning. The rules and traditions which he laid down 
for the government of his works are punctiliously observed 
by his sons, and their nature may be judged from one of 
them, which lays it down that ten per cent, of the annual 
profits of the factory be given to some deserving charitable 
cause.* * * 
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The Zionist Movement 

A MONTHLY REVIEW OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY 

Readers of The Maccabaean are asked to send news of Zionist activities for publication in this department. All 
communications should be addressed: Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

A new railway line was recently opened between the 
Jewish colony Merchaviah and Beer-Sheba. It crosses the 
Jaffa-Jerusalem line at Lida and passes the Jewish colonies 
Kastinie and Rechamah, situated in South Judea. The line 
also passed the Jewish National Fund’s farm, Benschemen, 
and is likely to promote in a considerable degree the sale of 
its products in Jaffa, Jerusalem, Haifa and Damascus. The 
Merchaviah colony, which is already connected with the 
Jerusalem by rail, thus becomes an important railway 
centre. 

» * * 

The Women’s Society of Jerusalem has arranged a course 
of winter lectures in Jerusalem on history, natural science 
and art. These lectures, delivered in the Hebrew tongue 
and illustrated by photographs, attract large audiences. 

* * * 

The Turkish paper “Sehic-Mcdjmouassal,” published by 
the “Official Sanitary Board, - ' prints a report of the bac¬ 
teriologist, Dr. Ossman Chereffeddi Bey on "Public Sanita¬ 
tion in Jaffa.” Dealing with the Jewish quarter Tel-aviv, 
the writer says: “This quarter reminds one of the environs 
of Berlin or Paris. The streets are broad and clean; the 
houses are built of stone and every house has its flower- 
garden. All the houses have a water-supply, and judged 
from a bacteriologist’s point of view,—healthy and clear 
water. In a word, it is a town which may be taken as an 
example, and from hygienic point of view, the highest praise 
must be bestow'ed on it. 


ZIONIST ACTIVITIES ABROAD 

DENMARK.. 

In connection with the letter of Vladimir Jabotinsky, 
reprinted last month in The Maccabean from the Jewish 
Chronicle, it is interesting to note that the following resolu¬ 
tions proposed by Leo Motzkin (now in this country) were 
adopted at an extraordinary meeting of the Actions Commit¬ 
tee held in Copenhagen late in October: . 

That in view of the present crisis, the Inner Actions 
Committee be requested, as soon as possible, to carry out 
the above resolution so far as Dr. Max Nordau is concerned. 

That at the beginning of peace negotiations the Actions 
Committee invite representatives of all important Zionist 
elements, including the prominent leaders of the opposition, 
to serve on the Actions Committee. 

That the neutral bureau be further developed and that 
representatives of both groups, or such members of the 
Actions Committee as belong to both groups, permanently 
participate in the work of the Neutral Bureau. 

That it is the sense of this meeting that the political 
aims of Zionism be presented with the utmost energy in all 
countries of importance in the realization of the Zionist 
ideal. 

That it is desirable that a book containing a comprehens¬ 
ive statement of Zionist demands and an account of our 
work in Palestine be published in all European languages. 


ENGLAND. 

I.carders in the Zionist movement in England'are endeav¬ 
oring to obtain the official co-operation of Dr. Max Nordau 
in the Zionist organization. While Dr. Nordau has always 
been regarded as one of the foremost leaders in Zionism, he 
never held any position in the organization, except as vice- 
president of the Congress during HerzI’s lifct’me. 

* * * 

A great deal of criticism is being directed against Sir 
Francis Montefiore, formerly an officer of the English Zion¬ 
ist Federation. As president of the Spanish and Portuguese 
synagogue, he recently said: “I positively refuse to have 
any connection with the Zionist movement. Now that its 
real aims and objects become clear to me and also to what it 
desires to lead, it is only right for me to declare that it 
is a movement of which ! most strongly disapprove.” 


GREECE. 

The Cavalaa Zionist Federation “Agudath Or-Sion” in¬ 
tends ere long to publish appeals and pamphlets in the 
Spanish language, and hopes to spread the Zionist idea 
among the Spanish Jews. By intensive propaganda work 
the federation hopes to be able to multiply the number of 
adherents to the Zionist movement. At an extraordinary 
meeting of the federation held recently, a unanimous vote 
of confidence was accorded the Actions Committee. 


POLAND. 

The military administration of Warsaw has legalized 
the establishment of Zionist organizations and permitted 
them to make propaganda for the movement in the Polish 
provinces. 

A central organization of the Jewish youth was recently 
organized in Warsaw under the name of Merchaz Hazeirim. 
The purpose of this organization is to acquaint the Jewish 
youth of Warsaw with the Hebrew national culture. Only 
those who are in agreement with the Basle Program are 
admitted to membership. 


RUSSIA. 

The authorities of Witcbsk have carried out searches at 
the residences of a number of leading Zionists in that town. 
Sixteen were arrested; one of them, M. Slovei, was released 
on giving of 40,000 rubles bail. 

SWITZERLAND. 

At a meeting convened by the “Union des Sionistes de 
Geneva,” and the “Societe academiqtie Sioniste Hashachar,” 
a vote of confidence was passed in the Inner Actions Com¬ 
mittee, as well as in the Actions Committee. The meeting 
also addressed a warm appeal to Dr. Nordau, urging him to 
confer with the Actions Committee. 


GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

The Provisonial Executive Committee for Zionist af¬ 
fairs, has received from the Yehoash Reception Committee 
the sum of $328.32, this being the net proceeds of the re¬ 
ception tendered to Mr. Bloomgarden upon his return to 
America. Mr. Bloomgarden insisted that it should be ap¬ 
plied to relieve the suffering in Palestine. Two-thirds of the 
amount was assigned for the general Palestinian relief, and 
one-third to be distributed to the Rechoboth colony, a suburb 
of Jaffa. 

* * * 

When it developed as a result of the war that the reg¬ 
ular channels for transmitting money had been closed, the 
Provisional Executive Committee for General Zionist Af¬ 
fairs placed itself in communication with responsible per¬ 
sons in Palestine and Alexandria and Europe, and organized 
a system for transmitting money to Palestine. It placed at 
the service of the Jewish public a fairly prompt and safe 
method of sending relief funds to relatives. This work has 
been extremely successful. $388,422.02 was sent in this way 
from October 26, 1914 to January 18, 1916. The service was 
rendered gratis and has been of great value to the people in 
Palestine, who had relatives in this country. In response to 
a demand from the public, and in view of the fact 
that no other relief agencies are doing this work, 
the Provisional Committee has arranged to make similar 
remittances to Russia and to Austria, as well as to 
Palestine, using the safest and best methods. The Pro¬ 
visional Committee is prepared to receive money for transfer 
to relatives residing in Russia and Austria, as well as Pal¬ 
estine, with the assurance that if the money is not delivered 
to the designated person, it will ultimately be returned. The 
Provisional Committee will give this service free of charge, 
sending the full amount deposited at the current rate of ex¬ 
change. Those desiring to avail themselves of this service 
may write to Or call at the offices of the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee, Transfer Department. 44 East Twenty-third street. 
The offices arc open every day in the week except Saturday, 
from 9 a. m. to 7:30 p. m. 


Digitized by GOO^lC 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 






46 


THE MACCABAEAN FOR FEBRUARY 


On Sunday, January 30th, the New York chapter of 
Hadassah, held its sixteenth open meeting at the Shearith 
Israel Synagogue. Addresses were made by Miss Rachel 
Landy and Mr. Ben Avie of Palestine. Miss Henrietta Szold 
presided. Botli Miss Landy and Mr. Ben Avie reviewed the 
progress made in Jerusalem and pleaded for American help 
to continue the good work begun. One of the purposes in 
calling this meeting was to unfold before the Hadassah 
members a novel plan which had been worked out for the 
further raising of funds for the relief of Palestine. The 
campaign is to be known as "Tip The Scales,” (sec Miss 
Sampter’s article page 38). Although no cash contributions 
were asked for, several were made, one being a cent for 
every dollar collected as a result of this old gold and silver 
campaign. 

* * * 

“Haibri," a weekly, which has heretofore been issued in 
Berlin, Germany, the last five years, has renewed its activity 
in New York, under the editorship of Rabbi Meyer Berlin. 

* * * 

Mr. N. Uress, the collector of the National Fund boxes 
for Greater New York, is visiting now subscribers of The 
Maccabaean and members of Zionist societies for the pur¬ 
pose of giving boxes to those who have none yet. All friends 
of the National Fund are kindly requested to assist him in 
every way possible in this work. 

* * * 

The National Fund Bureau for America reports the fol¬ 
lowing income for January: Week of January 1st to 7th, 
$869.85; week of January 9th to 14th, $1,158.65; week of Jan¬ 
uary 16th to 21st, $404.76; week of January 23rd to 27th, 
$1,306.20; total receipts, $3,739.46. 

* * * 

To promote sociability among its members and to bring 
them in touch with Zionist leaders, the Zionist Association 
of Greater New York is arranging informal social dinners 
about twice a year. The first function of this kind will take 
place on Wednesday evening, March 1st. Among the promi¬ 
nent guests to be present are Dr. Schmarya Levin and 

Leo Motzkin of Berlin, Wolf Gluskin and Dr. B. Mossinson 
of Palestine. 

* * * 

The Jewish Publication Society of America will shortly 
publish a volume of poems by our contributor, the well- 
known English and Yiddish poet, Mr. P. M. Raskin. 


REPORTS FROM ZIONIST CENTERS 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles—The recent visit of Rabbi Wolf Gold to this 
city was an event that will long be remembered by local 
Jewry, especially by the Yiddish speaking element. While 
here he addressed a number of meetings and created quite 
an impression which will undoubtedly be beneficial to the 
movement. He aroused a new and better understanding of 
the Zionist movement, and made many converts to the cause. 
As an immediate result of his visit the sum of about $300 in 
cash was raised for the Emergency Fund and the forma¬ 
tion of a Mizrachi Society will in all probability follow. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford—A large mass-meeting was recently held in 
this city,- under the auspices of the local Zionist societies, 
addressed by Rev. H. Masliansky and Bernard Rosenblatt. 
As a result of this meeting about $300.00 was collected for 
the Emergency Fund. 


GEORGIA. 

Atlanta—A musical, vocal and instrumental club has been 
formed in this city under the auspices of the Jewish Pro¬ 
gressive Ahavath Zion Society. The club will consist of a 
men's chorus of 40, a brass band of 30 pieces and a sym¬ 
phony orchestra. 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore—At a recent meeting of the Hatchiyah Zion 
Society it was decided to co-operate with other local socie¬ 
ties in the $1,000 raffle for the benefit o fthe Bezalel. 

* * * 

With the co-operation of the Bnoth Hageuloh Society of 
this city a new Zionist society under the name of Bnoth Zion 
was recently organized. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Brockton—A large mass-meeting was held here on Jan¬ 
uary 23rd, under the auspices of the Dorshe Zion Society, 
addressed by Dr. Syrkin. The Dorshe Zion Society has re¬ 
cently affiliated with the Federation, and it has already shown 
great activity. 

Chelsea—A number of young men in this city have organ¬ 
ized a Zionist club to be known as the Menorah Zionists of 
Chelsea. The following arc the officers: A Virin, Presi¬ 
dent; S. Deich, Vice-President; M. Fisher, Secretary, and M. 
Rice, Treasurer. 

Northampton—As a result of a meeting, addressed by 
Jacob de Haas, a Zionist Society is being organized in this 
city. The completion of the organization was undertaken by- 
Mr. Simon Cohen, Mr. I. August and Mr. E. J. Golomb. 

Pittsfield—Mr. Jacob de Haas recently addressed here a 
large mass-meeting under the auspices of the local Zionist 
organizations. As a result of his appeal made for new mem¬ 
bers a large number immediately affiliated with the local 
Zionist societies. 


NEW YORK. 

Universtity Zionist Society: The University Zionist So¬ 
ciety of this city announces a course of lectures to be given 
within the next four months. The following is the schedule: 
Thursday, February 17—Speaker, Louis H. Levin; subject, 
"Palestine in Time of Stress"; Place, Shearith Israel Synago¬ 
gue. Wednesday, February 23—Speaker, Dr. Maurice H. 
Harris; subject, "An Appreciation from a Non-Zionist”., 
place, Temple Israel of Harlem. Thursday, March 2—Speaker, 
Louis D. Brandeis; subject, ‘The Present Task of Zionism”; 
place Shearith Israel Synagogue. Wednesday, March 8— 
Speaker, Dr. N. Syrkin; subject, "Zionism and the Jewish 
Worker”; place, Temple Israel of Harlem. Thursday, March 
]6—Speaker, Louis Lipsky; subject, "Zionism and Organiza¬ 
tion"; place, Shearith Israel Synagogue. Wednesday, March 
22 —Speaker, Dr. Stephen S. Wise; subject, "Zionism and 
Liberal Judaism”; place. Temple Israel of Harlem. Wednes¬ 
day, April 5—Speaker, Miss Henrietta Szold; subject, "Pales¬ 
tine in the Diaspora”; place, Shearith Israel Synagogue. 
Wednesday, April 12—Speaker, Dr. Schmarya Levin; subject, 
"The Theory of Nationalism”; place, Temple Israel of Har¬ 
lem. Wednesday, April 19—Speaker, Prof. Israel Friedlaend- 
er; subject, "Zionism and Religion"; place, Shearith Israel 
Synagogue. Wednesday, May 3—Speaker, Dr. D. de Sola 
Pool; subject, "Zionism and the Jewish Youth”; place, 
Shearith Israel Synagogue. 

* * * 

At a recent meeting of the Ladies’ Circle of the Austro- 
Hungariarv Zionist a report was rendered of the work for the 
last three months. The report showed marked progress in its 
activity for the Emergency Fund and other Zionist work. 
It was decided to arrange a series of lectures on Jewish 
topics to be held during the winter at its club rooms, 43 E. 
3rd Street. It was also decided to co-operate with the Poale 
Zion on its Tag-Day for the benefit of the “Palestine Ar- 
beiter Fund.” 

* * * 

At a recent meeting under the auspices of the Hatikwah 
Zion Club, addressed by Abram Goldberg, a considerable sum 
of money was raised for the Emergency Fund which was for¬ 
warded to the Provisional Committee. At this meeting it 
was decided to co-operate with Poale Zion on its Tag-Day 
for the benefit of the “Palestina Arbeiter Fund.” 

* * * 

On February 21st, the Hatchiyah Society will celebrate 
ils thirteenth anniversary at Clinton Hall, 151 Clinton Street. 
One of the finest musical concerts has been arranged for. 
The entire proceeds of this concert will go to the Emergency 
Fund. 

* » * 

On February 14th, Mr. Lewis reports, the Harlem Zionist 
Society held a meeting at the Royal Lyceum, addressed by 
Mr. I’. M. Raskin. Mr. Raskin spoke an the following subject: 
An Optimist's view on Zionism. Miss Pinus, Mr. Israel and 
others participated in the literary and musical program. On 
Sunday evening, February 20th, the Harlem Zionist Society 
will have an open debate at the Royal Lyceum, 10 W. 
114th Street, on the following subject: Resolved, that the 
economic condition in America is a hindrance to Zionism. 
A musical program will follow. 

* * * 

Dr. Schmarya Levin has returned to this city from his 
extensive tour in the west, under the auspices of the Knights 
of Zion. He will accept engagements for this city and the 
immediate vicinity. 
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The Zion Club Hashachar recently held its semi-annual 
meeting at which reports from various committees were ren¬ 
dered and new officers elected. The president, Mr. I. Hal- 
kin, presided. The following were elected officers: 
Ezekiel Rabinowitz, Chairman; S. Mansowitch, Vice- 
Chairman; I. Machlin, Treasurer; Miss G. Halkin, Recording 
Secretary; Mr. N. Hyman, Financial Secretary, and Mr. M. 
Weisgal, Corresponding Secretary. Mr. Austlander, Mr. S. 
Kahn and Miss T. Strauss, members of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee. At the installation of the new executive, the Chair¬ 
man, Mr. Rabinowitz, declared that the principle work of the 
new executive will be the establishment of a Zionist Centre 
in the Bronx. This declaration was enthusiastically ap¬ 
plauded and $150.00 was immediately raised for this purpose. 

Albany.—-Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt recently addressed 
a meeting in this city, speaking on the aims of the Zion 
Commonwealth. As a result of his address plans were made 
for the sale of shares of the Commonwealth. 

Brownsville—At a meeting of the Degcl Zion Society, held 
at the beginning of this month, the following officers were 
elected: A. S'picchandler, Chairman; Charles Geist, Vice- 
Chairman; M. Pudulsky, Recording Secretary; H. Leikin, 
Financial Secretary and Miss Rosenzweig, Treasurer. Miss 
Spicehandler was elected member of the Executive Commit¬ 
tee. The reports rendered at this meeting showed usual 
progress. 

* * * 

On Saturday evening, February 5th, to the Regina Man¬ 
sion, a splendid banquet was given under the auspices of 
Ezra Camp, which was attended by over three hundred men 
and women. The banquet was the result of Moe Werbelow- 
sky’s untiring energy, who was responsible for all the ar¬ 
rangements. Among the guests and speakers were Dr. 
Schmarya Levin, Leo Motzkin, Jacob de Hass, the Rev. 
Hirsch Masliansky, Joseph Barondess. Charles A. Cowen, and 
others. The Ezra Camp will turn in over $r,ooo to the 
Emergency Fund. 

Buffalo—On Tuesday, February 1st, Mr. Bernard A. Ros¬ 
enblatt addressed a meeting in this city at Temple Beth-F.l 
before a group of business men for the purpose of interesting 
them in the Zionist Commonwealth. As a result of his ad¬ 
dress, an efficient committee was organized, with Rabbi Drob 
as chairman to further the work of the Zion Commonwealth. 

Rochester—As a result of a meeting addressed here, on 
February 2nd, by Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt in the Y. M. H. 
A. Building, a committee was organized on behalf of the 
Zion Commonwealth, with Rabbi Chertoff as the chairman. 
On February 3rd, Mr. Rosenblatt spoke in the Hebrew Edu¬ 
cational Institute at a meeting of the Y. M. II. A. As a re¬ 
sult of his address a number of young men enrolled as mem¬ 
bers in the local Zionist societies. At a private meeting of 
about twenty, several were induced to enlist their services 
in the interest of the Zion Commonwealth. A committee was 
formed to carry on activities in this direction. 


Yonkers—As a result of a meeting addressed hereby Mr. 
Louis Lipsky and Max Cohen, under the auspices of the 
Ahavath Zion Society, of which Dr. S. M. Miller is president, 
a new Zionist group of young people is being organized under 
the leadership of Dr. S. M. Miller. 


OHIO. 

Canten—A large mass-meeting was recently held here 
under the auspices of the Bnoth Zion, addressed by Dr. Bur- 
stein and Dr. Zwick. A concert was also rendered by cantor 
Levine, Miss Ethel Levine and Mr. Kaufman. 

Cleveland—Mr. Isaac Carmel, organizer for the Order 
Sons of Zion, has beep spending the month of January in 
this city. As a result of his stay in this city many new 
members affiliated with the Zionist organization. Mr. Car¬ 
mel has also visited Erie, Youngstown and Canton. 


MAINE. 

Portland—The Degel Zion Camp of this city is carrying 
on an energetic campaign for the Emergency Fund. As a 
result of its activity $300.00 was raised for the Emergency 
Fund, which was forwarded to the Provisional Committee. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia—The Stars of Zion of this city celebrated 
last month its second anniversary with a reception given to its 
members. It was announced that the proceeds of a concert 
arranged by them was distributed as follows: $25.00 to the 
National Fund; $25.00 to the Emergency Fund; $25.00 to the 
Zion Institute and $50.00 to the anti-mission work. 

Pittsburgh—The Louis Brandeis Camp of this city is ar¬ 
ranging a literary and musical concert to be held at the Zion 
ist Institute on Sunday, February 20th, for the benefit of the 
Emergency Fund. 

Washington—Mr. Rernard A. Rosenblatt addressed a 
meeting here, on Sunday evening, January 30th, before a 
newly organized society of this city. The meeting was ex¬ 
ceptionally well attended and as a result of his address a 
large number enrolled as members. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Providence—The local Zionist societies gave a reception 
here recently in honor of Mr. N. Kapelman, the well known 
Palestintian worker and first Hashomcr in Palestine, who 
recently arrived here. Addresses were made by Rabbi Rub- 
enstein. George Rose, George Levy, IT. Epstein, Charles 
Smith, Consclor Smith, S. Silverman, Mr. Schanberg and S. 
Frankel. Dr. Chester was toastmaster. 


TEXAS. 

Fort Worth—The local organizations gave a reception to 
Mr. f. N. Meld, in honor of his recent election to the presi¬ 
dency of the Texas Zionist Association. The co-operation 
of those present was pledged to Mr. Mehl, and all lauded his 
excellent work on behalf of the Zionist cause. 

Houston—A branch of the Mizrachi has been formed in 
this city. Fifty members were enrolled at the initial meeting. 
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Where and Whom to Join 

Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, 
together with such information as may be useful to unaffiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organiza¬ 
tions. Organizations desiring to be listed 'in this directory should communicate with the Managing Editor, 
Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 


ALABAMA, 

Birmingham—Tikwatb Ziou; English 
sneaking; for men and women; meets every 
third Sunday. Dues $3.00 yearly for men; 
$1.50 for women. President, S. H. Grusln ; 
Secretary B. S. Gross, 007 Jeff. Co. Bank 
Bldg. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles —Young Zionists’ Association; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
Secretary, Harry Fram, 1104 East 22nd 
Street. 

CONNECTICUT- 

Hartford—Bnei Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; President. S. L. Barra - 
bee; Secretary, S. A. Lieberman, 1210 Main 
Street. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington—Louis D. Brandeis Society; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a year; Prcsi 
dent, Julius Peyser; Secretary, Lawrence 
Koenigsberger, Southern Bldg. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago—Kadi moh Society; English 
speaking; for men only: meets twice a 
month. Dues, $3.00 a year; President, Max 
Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4934 
Forestvtlle Avenue. 

Hadassah; English speaking, for women; 
Secretary, Miss Mary Silverman, 555 W. 
Taylor Street. 

Knights of Zion; 1613 Ashland Block; 
Chairman, Leon Zolotkoff. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville —Louisville Zion Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking; for men and women; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans—Ohavei Ziou; English 
speaking; for men and women; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pailet. 1707 Baronne - Street. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore —Hadassah; English speaking; 
for women; meets monthly: dues, $3.00 
yearly; associate members, $2.00; Secretary, 
Mrs. Louis H. Levin, 2104 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hatehiah Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1216 E. Baltimore Street, 
Room 3; President H. London; Secretary. 
H. Wolpert, 428 Asquith Street. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston—Hadassah; English speaking; for 
women; President, Miss Ida Bolonsky; 
Secretary, Rebecca Cauman, 190 Harvard 
Street, Dorchester. 

Zionist Bureau for New England; 161 
Devonshire Street; Chairman, Jacob de 
Haas. 

MISSOURI. 

Kan hub City—Tiphereth Zion Association; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly : dues, 25 cents per month: 
President, Dr. A. S.. Lehman; Secretary, 
Louis Gluzer, 1426 Garfield Avenue. 

St. Louis —Maccabaean Society; English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every other Tuesday; dues, 5 cents 
a week; President, David Bernstein; Sec- 
•retary, Morris B. Seligsohn. 5658 Ethzel 
Avenue. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Newark —Hadassah; English speaking; 
for women only; meets monthly; dues. 
$3.00 annually; President. Miss Sarah 
Kus8y; Secretary, Miss Ray Abeles, 170 
Peshine Avenue. 

Herzl Zion Society. Erste Newnrker 
Zion Camp: English and Yiddish speaking; 
for men and women; flues $1.50 quarterly: 
meets twice a month; President, Louis A. 
Fast; Secretary, A. Slutzky, 688 S. Grove 
Street, Irvington. 

Jersey City—MIzpeli Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men and women: 
dues. $4.00 yearly; meets twice a month; 
President. I. Segal: Secretary, II. G. Miller. 
453 Palisade Avenue. 


Digitized by Google 


NEW' YORK. 

Bronx—Ziou Club “Hashaehar;” English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meetings at Bathgate Hall, 500 E. 172(1 
Street; President, Ezekiel ltabinowitz; 
Secretary, M. Weisgal, 289 Brook Avenue. 

Straus Zion Society; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only; meets every 2ud 
and 4th Saturday, at Hunts Point Palace, 
957 S. Boulevard; President. H. Friedman: 
Secretary, Max Ivaphau, 26 W. 113th Street. 

Bar-Cochba Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of the month at the limits Point 
Palace, 063 So. Boulevard; President, H. 
Kahn; Secretary, S. Spiro, 1145 Fox Street. 

Maccabaean Zion Association; Euglish 
speaking: for men and women: meets every 
second Sunday at the Bronx House; Presi¬ 
dent. M. Kailushln; Secretary, Naomi Fiseh, 
1370 Bathgate Avenue. 

Tiphereth Zion Club; English speakiug: 
for men and women; meets 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of the month at the Bronx Y. M. 
II. A.: President. Samuel Stockier; Secre¬ 
tary. J. Landsman, 1380 Prospect Avenue. 

Brooklyn—Don Abarbanel Camp; Eug¬ 
lish and YTddish speaking; for men only; 
meets every two weeks; dues $7.00 per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secre¬ 
tary, Herman Panoff, 61S Eastern Parkway. 

Literary Circle B’noth Zion Kadlmuli; 
English speaking; for women; meets every 
Thursday evening at 184 Eldridge Street: 
President, Dinah Harris; Secretary, F. 
Lichtman, 15$0 Eastern Parkway, Brook- 
yn. N. Y. 

Degel Ziou of Brownsville; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday night at 234 Sackman 
Street. Brooklyn, N. Y.; President, M. Kam- 
iner; Secretary, A. Hirsch, 854 Stone Ave¬ 
nue. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men only; dues, $6.00 and insur¬ 
ance; President, Moe Werbolofsky; Secre¬ 
tary, David Katzenclenbogen, 52 Eldridge 
Street, New York City. 

Manhattan—Friends of Zion Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speakiug; f\»r men only; 
meets twice a month; dues, $6.00 per year: 
President, H. B. Isaacson; Secretary, M. S. 
Banner, 1977 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists and Ladies’ 
Circle; English and Yiddish speakiug: 
President; Edward Spiegel; Secretary, N. 
Sonnonschein, 43 East 3rd Street. 

Collegiate Zioulst League; meets at 
Y. M. H. A. Building, Lexington Avenue 
and 92nd Street. Open to college and uni 
versity graduates: President. Isador Blum; 
Secretary, S. N. Caplon, 949 Broadway. 

Hadassah;Eugllsh speaking; for women 
only; meets four times a year( public 
meetings); dues, $3.00 annually; President. 
Miss Henrietta Szold, 2 Pinehurst Avenue; 
Secretary, Flora Cohen, 76 W. 114th Street. 

Harlem Zionists; English and Yiddish 
speaking; meets at 22 W. 114th Street: for 
men and women: President, Simon Fein: 
Treasurer, Isadore Baker; Secretary, Miss 
Fannie Schoeter. 26 W. 114th Street. 

Organization Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking: for men; dues, $1.50 quarterly: 
meets twice a month; President, Dr. George 
.Teshurun; Secretary, S. Sobel, 62 McKibben 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Ziou Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land 
purchasing organization; open to all; Presi¬ 
dent, Benard A. Rosenblatt; Secretary, 
Sylvan Robinson, care of Zion Common¬ 
wealth, 44 E. 23rd Street. 

I listed ruth: lb-brew speaking; for men 
and women; meets every Saturday evening 
at 201 F.. Broadway; President, Dr. S. M. 
Melamed: Secretary, A. S. Orlans, 03 E. 
11 Mh Street. 

David Wo If son Zion Club: Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; meets every 
Saturday evening at Public Sebool 63. 4th 
Street. Room 300; President, Mr. Sheink- 
uiaii; Secretary. Mr. Zichllnsky. 282 Broome 
St rent. 

Emunath Zion Circle; Yiddish speaking: 
for men and women: meets Sunday at 4 
I’. M.. at 125 W. 28th Street; President. 
A. Levinsky: Secretary, Minnie Sleuer, 509 
E. 82nd Street. 


Goldfaden National Dramatic Club; Yid¬ 
dish speaking; for men and women; meels 
Friday evening at 98 Forsyth Street; Presi¬ 
dent. Paul Miuskoff; Secretary, N. Wein- 
garten, 313 E. 13th Street. 

Zion Organization Hatechlyah; Yiddish 
speaking; for men: meets 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the mouth at 225 E. Broadway; 
President, J. Maltin ; Secretary, N. Silver- 
man, 168 E. Houston Street. 

Federation of American Zionists; 44 East 
23rd Street; Chairman, Louis Lipsky. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati—Cincinnati Zionist Society: 
English and Yiddish speakiug: for men 
and women; President, Dr. R. W. Miller; 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine, 3212 Reading 

Road. 

Cleveland—Zion Association; English 
speaking; for men only; Secretary, Max 
E. Katz, Engineers Building. ^ 

.Tiidntli Maccabaean Camp: English and 
Yiddish speaking; for meu; Secretary, D. 
Carter, 5010 Sowtell Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown—TLkwath Zion; English 
speaking; for men; President, Mr. Nathan 
Glosser; Secretary, Mr. Albert Pallet, 227 1 / £ 
Vine Street. 

Philadelphia—Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; Treasurer, Mrs. H. 
Rosenbaum; Secretary. Miss Rosa Cliod- 
owsky, 1527 N. Franklin Street. 

Friends of Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues, $2.00 yearly; 
meets weekly; President, Dr. Jacob Ber¬ 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephson. 502 
Mountain Street. 

Moses Hess Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; Secretary, J. Josephson, 
2615 S. 6th Street. 

Pittsburgh—Tiphereth Zion ; English 
speaking; for men; President, Jacob L. 
Llchter; Treasurer, Louis Avner, Esq.; 
Secretary. Dr. H. L. Eber. Center and 
Vallejo Streets. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis—Ahavas Zion; English speak 
iug; for men and women; President, Samuel 
J. Rosenheim; Secretary, Regina Gold- 
berger, 539 Mosby Street. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas—Texas Young Zionists: English 
speaking; for men and women; Treasurer, 
Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary, Miss Anna 
Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio—Bnal Zion; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men; Secretary, B. 
Muravin, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk—Norfolk Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men only; dues, $6.00 
per year and insurance; President, Louis 
Tabakin; Secretary. M. S. Juffe, 9332 Wood 
Street. 

WISCONSIN. 

Hurley—Slmrey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for meu; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President, 
Louis Ladin; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hur¬ 
ley. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English 
speaking; for men and women; dues, 25 
cents per month; meets twice a month; 
President. Charles Levy; Secretary, Miss 
R. S. Baum, 100 Yonge Street. 

Queen Esther Cadet Club; English speak¬ 
ing; for men only; meets at 2(M» Beverly 
Street twin* a month; dues. 20 cents month¬ 
ly; President. A. Mnrrol: Secretary, Dave 
Phillips. 52 Nassau Street. In order to 
join this club you must be 5 feet 4 inches 
high or over. 

Vancouver—Vancouver Zionist and Solenl 
Society; English speaking; for men; Secre¬ 
tary, Edward Miller, 61 Cordova Street, W. 
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Household Goods Packed For Shipping 
Stored and Moving 
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Carmel Olive Oil 

A Food and a Medicine 

IMPORTED FROM PALESTINE 

ABSOLUTELY PURE 
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We ship any quantity 


When in want of a real fine wine of genuine purity buy the Carmel wines 
and cognacs. Best for convalescents. Recommended by every physician who 
has tried them. Write for our catalogue. 

CARMEL WINE COMPANY 

309-311 E. 22nd St.. New York 
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ONE TEN CENT BOX OF 

E X - LAX 

The Famous Chocolate Laxative 

will regulate your bowels and relieve you of the miseries of 

CONSTIPATION 

If your stomach isn’t just right, if you have abad taste in the mouth, 
coated tongue, feel distressed after eating and have frequent headaches, just 
take Ex-Lax. This will tone up your stomach, aid digestion, promote bodily 
vigor and strengthen the nervous system. You will be surprised to see how 
quickly your energy, ambition and appetite will come back to you. 

10c„ 25c., and 50c. a Box, at All Drug Stores. 
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Proper Jewish Education 


HOW! 

Subscribe to 
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The only magazine that ac¬ 
quaints the Jewish youth with 
matters of interest in the Jew¬ 
ish world. 

IT CONTAINS AMONG 
OTHER FEATURES: 

Stories of Jewish Life. 
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Pictures of Jewish Interest 

News of the Jewish World. 


A beautiful picture of our 
leader, Louis D. Brandeis, (18 
x 30), will be sent free of 
charge with every subscription 
to The Young Judaean. This 
picture should be in every Jew¬ 
ish home. 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THIS OFFER! 

SEND COUPON IN TO-DAY 

Special Offer Coupon 
THE YOUNG JUDAEAN 

44 E. 23rd Street. 

New York, N. Y. 

Enclosed please find one dollar 
($1.00) for which kindly enroll my 
name as a subscriber to The Young 
Judaean and send me a picture of 
Louis D. Brandeis without addi¬ 
tional charge. 
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EDITOR IALS 


Conference the Center of Interest 

LL Jewry will be looking to the Philadelphia 
Conference- this month with interest and con¬ 
cern. This will be the first test of democratic 
American Jewry. The old leaders, who decline to join 
in a discussion of their settled views on Jewish policy, 
have refused to reckon with the popular will; they 
will probably not be present. New men, men with 
new ideas and fresh energies, will have to come to 
the front, taking over the affairs of the Jews of this 
country with responsibility to the people themselves. 
The deliberations of the Conference will reflect the 
new vision, giving due attention to all phases and par¬ 
ties and elements in Jewish life. Everything may not 
move smoothly; discordant notes may be struck; but 
where the instincts arc right, and the desire to serve 
the Jewish cause is uppermost, the results are bound 
to be beneficial. We have faith in the Jewish people, 
and have no doubt that face to face with the problem 
that now confronts us, all petty, local or party ambi¬ 
tions will give way before the national need. Are the 
Jews capable of administering their own affairs? 
Have they a sound Jewish patriotism? Is there some 
thing sterling and healthy in the Jewish soul? The 
Conference will prove it. The Conference as such is 
not expected to formulate a Jewish policy. It is not 
expected to speak for the Tews of America. It merely 
represents the organized forces of American Jewish 
life, determined to invoke all Jewish strength in an 
effort to formulate the Jewish policy and to organize 
Jewish strength behind that policy. It is to be the in¬ 
voker of the Congress, not the Congress itself. The 
delegates to the Congress will in all probability be 
elected directly by the Jewish people. With this view 
of the Conference in mind, it is clear that resolutions 
of sentiment, resolutions of sympathy or antipathy, 


will have no place there. No government is to be de¬ 
fied or applauded. No monarch is to be condemned. 
There is to be no finality to the decisions of the Con¬ 
ference except insofar as they relate to the date of the 
Congress, the method of election and the finances of 
the Congress. The program to be adopted is to be 
merely a tentative program, subject to revision by the 
Congress. Action on the resolutions is to be turned 
over to an executive committee. In effect, only organ¬ 
ization resolutions will be in order. It is our opinon 
that in spite of the evident temptation, the Conference 
should not allow itself to be drawn into collateral dis¬ 
cussions. It should stick to its program. By steering 
clear of all entangling propositions, it will be the best 
demonstration of the political sagacity of the repre¬ 
sentatives present. 


The Preliminary Conference 

HE Preliminary Conference for the organization 
of the Jewish Congress on a democratic basis 
will be held in Philadelphia on March 26th, 27th, 
and probably 28th. The American Jewish Commit¬ 
tee has not to date accepted the invitation to be 
present. The National Workmen’s Committee has 
been disrupted by the nationalists withdrawing 
from it on the ground that the majority in declining 
to join with the Congress Committee had betrayed 
the workingmen’s convention which elected them. 
Although the American Jewish Committee has not 
changed its opinion, it is not unlikely that a number 
of its members from various parts of the country will 
attend the Philadelphia Conference as representa¬ 
tives of their communities. As a result of the break¬ 
ing of the National Workmen’s Committee, a num¬ 
ber of local National Workmen Committees have al¬ 
ready agreed to send delegates. This is notably true 
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Jewish bureaucracy. In spite of this, however, it was 
impossible to call them to book for their disloyal be¬ 
havior, for we had no agency through which the recall 
could be exercised. Some times, these men were heads 
of fraternal insurance organizations; sometimes they 
were the heads of landsmannschaften; and as long as 
they discharged their functions as insurance leaders or 
heads of hospitals or orphan asylums, the men and 
women who elected them to office felt no desire to call 
them to account for acts not directly related to in¬ 
surance or hospitals or orphan asylums. In the mean¬ 
time, their leaders were free to play fast and loose with 
Jewish ideals. The day has passed for such official 
leaders, just as the day has passed for the leadership of 
men who stubbornly refuse to account to the people for 
their acts. Judge Pam comes into Jewish life as the 
first national figure acclaimed directly by the people 
for service rendered to Jewish interests organized on 
a democratic basis. 


What Is Going On In Palestine 

ROM the reports received here on the Palestine 
situation, it is clear as to what is happening there. 
Palestine is being starved like a beseiged city. It can 
export nothing. It can import nothing. And being 
a land which depends for the most part upon imports, 
the embargo of the sea which has been established by 
the Allies simply means that industry and commerce 
cease. There is nothing to do but to wait for the 
end of the war. The colonists, some of the more en¬ 
terprising of them, have turned to market-gardening, 
and are thus enabled not only to keep starvation away 
from their door, but also to bring some of the neces¬ 
saries of life into the cities. The situation of a be¬ 
seiged city becomes more critical from day to day. 
If food is obtained, the climax is postponed for a 
time, but nothing that the inhabitants may do can 
bring relief. The most obvious thing to do^ of course, 
is to bring food into the land, or provide them with 
money with which food may be purchased. But it 
is conceivable that some thing more important than 
food is needed to cope with the situation. It is essen¬ 
tial that the morale of the community be maintained. 
The social and economic structure must be main¬ 
tained, in order that Palestine remain a community 
and not become a mass of hungry people. It is short¬ 
sighted philanthropy to think that a whole country 
can be treated as a bread line, to be fed in soup 
kitchens. What is important is the maintenance of 
such institutions and activities as are necessary for 
the life of the community. The community must be 
maintained intact. All communal functions must be 
discharged. Work should take the place of charity. 
The teacher, the pupil, the mender of roads, the 
shomer, the artisan,—all should be kept at their work, 
just as if the markets had not closed, and life were 
normal. If the colonists need funds to irrigate their 
land, and to prepare for the next season, it is better 
to provide them with the funds with which to pay 
the workmen, than to force both colonists and work¬ 
men to apply at the relief offices for their daily bread. 


Constructive Relief 

HAT is the difference between the work of the 
Provisional Zionist Committee in Palestine, and 
that of other relief committees. The other commit¬ 
tees see nothing but hunger, and adopt the simplest 
and easiest way of meeting the situation; they give 


food. Speak to them of the larger relief, the keeping 
of the avenues of healthy life as open as possible, and 
they reply that this is no time for any thing but ele¬ 
mentary relief. The payment of the salaries of 
teachers is not relief. The helping of the colonists to 
keep their farms in shape so that ruin does not over¬ 
whelm them is not relief. The building of necessary 
roads is not relief. In short, soup kitchens and loaves 
of bread for the hungry. The Provisional Commit¬ 
tee adopts the other policy. It has been providing 
the schools with funds to maintain not only the 
teachers, but the children. It has maintained the 
Bezalel and its workmen. It is gathering loan funds 
for the colonists, and it is advancing in the form of 
loans money for the workmen’s associations. If some 
work could be found for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
it would prefer to provide them with some employ¬ 
ment rather than have able-bodied men and women 
taking relief for months. This should be a reply to 
those Zionists who inquire why the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee is collecting money for the relief of Palestine 
when the Joint Distribution Committee of the other 
three relief committees has appropriated about $20,- 
000 per month for Palestine. In the first place, for 
the relief of Palestine as much as $50,000 per month is 
needed, according to the last report received from Dr. 
Thon. The $20,000 of the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee does not cover even that. In the second place, 
the appropriation of this committee docs not provide 
for the schools, the institutions, the colonies, and 
other important and necessary relief measures for the 
maintenance of Palestine communal life. All these 
needs the Provisional Committee aims to meet, and 
it is the only agency which has assumed the responsi¬ 
bility for upholding every bit of Jewish life, collective 
as well as individual, that existed in Palestine before 
the war broke out. 


Being Made in Germany 

HILE we are discussing the demands of the Jew¬ 
ish people after the war, a number of questions 
are being decided for us. The report comes that the 
Warsaw Jewish Community appeared before the Ger¬ 
man officials and declared that they were interested 
only in obtaining cultural rights for the Jews. The 
nationalists present at the hearing insisted that na¬ 
tional rights should be granted during the period of 
the occupation. Of interest also are the various ar¬ 
ticles that have appeared in leading German Jewish 
journals, in which officials in the Hilfsverein and 
other anti-national circles discuss the problem of the 
Jews in Poland in the manner of Russian anti-Semites, 
urging the segregation of the Jews there, and pointing 
out the danger to German Jewish interests if no bar¬ 
riers are erected between the hordes of Ghetto Jews 
and their more refined co-religionists. We may con¬ 
demn such utterances as much as we please, but they 
are potent factors in the making of public opinion in 
circles that may have effective voices in the re-adjust¬ 
ment that is to follow the war. The friends of the 
Hilfsverein der Deutschen Juden in this country 
should read the articles written by Drs. Philippson, 
Geiger and Alexander. These articles are premoni¬ 
tions of what is to happen when our anti-nationalist 
friends are fully organized to carry through their 
policies. They are organizing in Germany—and the 
anti-nationalist groups in Europe look upon the anti¬ 
nationalist organizations in America as subsidiary 
bodies to be used in furthering their policies. 
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Representatives of Polish Jewry 

T HE Rundschau of Berlin prints a news item from 
Lodz which is of interest. The German officials 
recently took a census of the population of that city 
and found that there were 155,992 Jews there, bf whom 
153,817 declared themselves members of the Jewish 
nationality. Only 2,175 Jews gave their nationality 
as Polish. It thus appears that one-third of the en¬ 
tire population registered themselves as of the Jew¬ 
ish nationality. If this is true of Lodz, the same con¬ 
ditions will Be revealed when the census of Warsaw is 
taken. And yet when representatives of Jewish com¬ 
munities appear, they deliberately disclaim all na¬ 
tional aspirations and limit themselves to cultural de¬ 
mands. The nationalist desires of the Jews are being 
stifled not only in America and England but also m 
those countries where national recognition is essen¬ 
tial for the development of a free Jewish life. 

Gifts With Speeches 

S HOLOM ASCH has written an illuminating char¬ 
acter sketch of Jacob H. Shift, in which he refers 
to the penchant for public speaking of the noted phi¬ 
lanthropist. To illustrate his point, Mr Asch tells a 
story taken from the history of the Jews in Poland. 
The Polish noblemen often amused themselves with 
“their” Jews. Seated on a balcony, a nobleman would 
call in the Jews of the town for the diversion of his 
guests. They would provide themselves with heavy 
copper coins, and when the Jews were gathered in 
the court-yard, the noblemen would fling the coins 
at their heads, and there would ensue a scramble for 
possession of the coins. The next day the Jewish 
community would see scores of Jews going about with 
bandaged heads, undecided whether to be glad because 
they had secured a heap of copper coins, or unhappy 
on account of the bruises received in the scramble. 
Whenever Mr. Schiff comes to a Jewish meeting, he 
brings with him a speech and a donation. The an¬ 
nouncement of the donation raises enthusiasm and 
gratitude, but when the speech follows, the audience 
does not know whether the benefits to be derived from 
the donation equal the chagrin and dissatisfaction oc¬ 
casioned by the speech. 


Extremes Meet 

T'lME was when leading Jewish socialists spent con- 
siderable time attempting to exclude Jewish prob¬ 
lems from the consideration of the Jewish masses. The 
workmen were members of a class, and their class in¬ 
terests should know no national or religious divisions. 
A new era has arisen. Leading Jewish socialists are 
intensely interested in Jewish problems, and their lead¬ 
ers are parading the country, delivering speeches on 
these subjects. Unfortunately, however, they cannot 
forget their former attitude toward Jewish matters. 
They are within the fold, but not an integral part of 
it. In the Congress movement, especially, they occupy 
a curiously inconsistent position. They want a Con¬ 
gress, but would not like to have the Jewish middle- 
class control it. They are so afraid of the Jewish mid¬ 
dle-class, that to escape it they fall right into the arms 
of what they would call the Jewish capitalistic class. 
This dread of the middle-class is now forcing them into 
open hostility to the Jewish Congress. Just as the 
dread of the Jewish Congress has forced the leaders 
of the American Jewish Committee into hostility to 
the movement. Thus extremes meet. In the center, 
however, go the forces of construction. The center 


will build a Jewish institution capable of dealing with 
Jewish questions, and because it will be building some 
thing of value, the extremes will inevitably be forced 
into the institution unless they want to exclude them¬ 
selves from the Jewish nationality. 

Jacob de Haas 

THE friends of Jacob de Haas gave expression this 
month to their appreciation of his services in the 
Zionist organization as a virile directive force not only 
in the development of Zionist influence and power, but 
also as a potent and significant personality in the birth 
of the new Jewish democracy. From his early youth 
onward, Mr. de Hass has fought for his ideals with 
vigor. As a speaker and writer, he projected illuminat¬ 
ing ideas bearing upon the Jewish problem. As an 
organizer, he brought into the Zionist organization the 
spirit that seeks to make of Zionism a mass movement, 
capable of self-government and self-expression. He 
worked his way up in the Zionist organization, and 
made all the reputation he possesses directly and con¬ 
sciously in the Jewish field. He became, in effect, “the 
slave of the lamp,” working incessantly and with un¬ 
diminished enthusiasm among the details of Zionism, 
strengthening the unseen springs of the organization, 
working in the dark places. Only Zionism has been 
capable of producing such personalities, for only Zion¬ 
ism opens the vistas of the future, and creates a feeling 
of humility and unquenchable desire to fuse every 
iota of self-interest in the cause of the Jewish people. 
We have been wont to speak the word of praise too 
often for those who have come into the Zionist fold 
with the honors of the outer world weighing them 
down. Seldom have we blazoned the names of those 
whose honor lies in that they have given themselves 
wholly to Zionism, having denied themselves the 
profits and the fame that come from achievement in 
other circles. Mr. de Haas is a Jew saturated with 
Zionism who has given back to the Jewish people 
more than he has ever received from it. To speak 
words of praise of such a man, and to proclaim his 
worth to all Jews is a duty we owe not only to him but 
also to the Jewish people whose loyal and efficient 
servant he has been all the days of his life. 

The Independent Order Berith'Sholom 

QJINCE its affiliation with Zionist organization, the 
^ Independent Order Berith Sholom has shown how 
it has profited, and how all Jewish interests have been 
benefited by the alliance. Up to last Spring, the Or¬ 
der Berith Sholom was a fraternal insurance organi¬ 
zation, with no idealistic features, pursuing the same 
course as other fraternal organizations. Since it has 
imbibed some of the idealism of the Zionist move¬ 
ment, the Berith Sholom stands out as an organization 
that can be depended upon to do its share of work in 
every Jewish enterprise. Aside from participating in 
the shekel propaganda, the Berith Sholom desplayed 
laudable consistency and earnestness in the way it 
gave its support to the Congress movement. From 
the beginning, it has been loyal, refusing to be swerved 
from the resolution adopted at its annual convention. 
As a result of this firm adherence to principle, a new 
spirit has entered the Order, bringing into its councils 
more Jewishness, more interest in Jewish ideals. The 
tirpe will come when it will be an indispensable neces¬ 
sity for every Jewish organization, no matter what 
its immediate object may be, to align itself with the 
forces that are building a new life for the Jewish 
people. 
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A Placej in the Sun 

BY HYMAN SEGAL 


I. 

E JEWS, more than the rest of the 
world perhaps, can appreciate to the 
full the poignant weight of horror 
which has fallen upon the children of 
man in the present world-war. This 
is due, not alone to the time-old sensi¬ 
tiveness of perception in the Jewish 
Nation which makes it the living heart of the world, 
but also because the war finds the Jewish people not 
only inhabiting the zone of war but its sons are on 
practically every opposing firing-line. Jews therefore 
can feel fully the measure of crime and folly to which 
the world stands committed; and if the sense of duty 
in this hour would not compel them to utterance, nec¬ 
essity alone must make them cry out. 

How could this great catastrophe have come about? 

The obvious official explanations suggest them¬ 
selves: (a) The assassination of the Austrian heir ap¬ 
parent and his consort; (b) Mobilization and ultima¬ 
tums of some of the powers involved. 

We pause to consider these alleged causes of the 
cataclysm in the world as printed in the official pro- 
nunciamentos of the powers, and our mind refuses to 
accept them as sufficient. They are not convincing. 
In the natural sequence of things the hiatus between a 
nation at peace and the same nation at war seems too 
tremendous to be bridged so easily. The enormity of 
the transformation is too great. Here, on the one 
hand, is a nation of well-disposed, well-intentioned 
people, full of the kindly amenities of life, suddenly, 
over-night, metamorphosized into unappeasable, blood- 
thirsting enemies! 

Does the human race admit of such radical meta¬ 
morphoses? If so, then why are we so shocked by 
them? If not, then haw comes this one about so 
easily? 

In short, let us place ever so much insistence upon 
the political pretensions of nations, they will not seem 
sufficient causes of war unless we change our concep¬ 
tion of the nature of human beings or rather of the 
motive-forces in human life. A frank analysis of the 
latter would tend to disclose the mingled fascination 
and horror of the onlookers of the war as compounded 
of the same specie of exaltation and shame of the par¬ 
ticipants. t 

The human race has emerged from struggle, from 
lesser struggle to greater struggle or, as it might be 
put, from the struggle of the sword to the struggle of 
mind and spirit—for the latter are a more powerful 
form of struggle in the same way as the force of elec¬ 
tricity, though invisible, is more than the force of horse¬ 
power which is visible. In the course of its struggles 
the human race has fixed standards of struggle, stand¬ 
ards for the individual and standards for national 
groups. The standards fixed for the national group 
are not as high as those for the individual. Moreover, 
when a standard of struggle has been attained among 
individuals, fear of the contumely of men and the penal 
statutes which are enacted to keep men to the high¬ 
est common standard of struggle, prevents the in¬ 
dividual or, at any rate, checks him to a degree from 
the danger of falling back to the old abyss from whence 
he emerged. But while the individual is thus com¬ 
passed about by his sense of personal responsibility, 


the national group has no standards of struggle to 
which it holds itself amenable. Neither law nor tradi¬ 
tion has fixed the standard of struggle for the national 
group and there are no dangers compelling it to a 
permanent standard of struggle save only the tempo¬ 
rary, shifting considerations of expediency or fear of 
this or that Power or Powers. Under these conditions, 
it is not only difficult but practically impossible for 
one isolated national group to consistently maintain 
a higher standard of struggle than the rest of the 
powers or even to hold permanently to any standard. 
Thus it is that nations to-day, in a moment of the 
darkness of fear or lust can slip back with such fatal 
ease into the morass of land-snatching in which they 
are still wallowing! 

Some years ago, I endeavored, in precise language, 
though in a somewhat unusual form, to set forth the 
law of struggle, the eternal will to struggle, and indi¬ 
cated the really subordinate place of war in the infinite 
gamut of struggle—that is, that in our times, war was 
not the highest expression of struggle but a reversion 
to type, due, among other reasons, to a distorted, 
perverted notion in the world—fostered partly through 
selfish interests, partly through ignorance—that war 
is the cap-stone of human endeavor, whereas it should 
be relegated to the junk of outworn forms of struggle, 
even though it has latterly been fitted up with some 
stray odds-and-ends and knick-knacks of science. Per¬ 
haps if the law of struggle and its true avenues of 
expression and increase had been given a small part of 
the study devoted to armaments and tactics, the world 
to-day might not have witnessed the universal collapse 
of comity among nations, the inevitable bankruptcy 
of morals, the degradation of blood and darkness hov¬ 
ering over the general avalanche of retrogression 
which has swept down upon the world. 

So much for the sub-conscious factors in the psy¬ 
chology of mankind which makes war in general pos¬ 
sible to-day. But there are conscious factors which 
many claim must lead inevitably to the conflict of arms. 
It is these conscious factors or, to be more exact, con¬ 
scious motives, which must be examined for the truth 
or fallacies which they may contain. In this connec¬ 
tion, it would be well to bear in mind that mere hos¬ 
tility to armaments is meaningless unless we indorse 
the inevitable corollary that it is wrong to defend 
oneself or to be prepared to defend oneself against ag¬ 
gression even when there is danger of aggression. 
What we must attack is that state of mind in our¬ 
selves as well as in others which believes that there 
are ends to be obtained—ends other than those of self- 
defense—which can only be obtained through the con¬ 
flict of arms and which are worthy of being acquired 
through this means. I shall endeavor to show that, 
although the resort to arms for the purpose of self- 
preservation is justifiable, as a matter of fact, It is the 
lust for ends other than that of self-defense which 
makes the creation of national armaments necessary 
even for the purpose of self-defense 1 

H. 

There are many who are of the opinon that the 
causes of the war are political and economic. Do 
these factors exhaust the motives of this world-fall? 
Let us see. Let us imagine the two principal belliger- 
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ents, Germania and Brittania, in exchange of notes, 
franker than is usually the case, leading to ultimatums 
and culminating in war. Let us weigh the arguments 
and recriminations of these two powerful political and 
commercial hierarchs and see how far their confessed 
reasons are justifiable motives for war. Incidentally, 
we may consider to what extent , war, successful war, 
is effective in accomplishing the results sought 
through its means. 

Quoth Germania: Brittania, you must surrender 
to me some of the vast territories you control. 

Quoth Brittania: Why, pray? I conquered them 
in order to profit' by them. Why shall I surrender 
any of them to you? 

Germania: I must have more markets for my 
products. You control too many of the world’s best 
outlets for my good. 

Brittania: Nonsense! Y'ou know very well that 
I am a free trade country and you can invade my 
own markets including the British Isles on equal 
terms and compete with me. As a matter of fact, 
you have been underselling me wherever you could 
and in a great many productions I cannot compete 
with you at all, because I cannot make them. Why, 

I am one of the best customers you have! This is 
surely no reason for trouble between you and me! 

Germania: Perhaps, these inequalities, if there are 
any, could be straightened out in some way through 
a meeting between some of the wise men of my coun¬ 
try and those of yours. But you forget that my ter¬ 
ritory is congested. It overflows, and I must have 
more room in which to expand. My children leave 
me and go off to the far ends of the earth because 
of the overflow. 

Brittania: Well, why not let them go? Let them 
emigrate. They can come in peaceably in my terri¬ 
tories under my rule. Or, if they prefer, let them go 
to the United States of America where they have 
always been welcome. 

Germania: That is all very well, but I will not 
send them in under another flag. I dare not! 

Brittania: Why not, pray? 

Germania: You know the answer as well as I do. 
When my children leave me to settle under your flag 
or the flag of the United States, they are lost to me 
in a few generations. I want them always to remain 
true Germanians, to carry the culture, traditions and 
prestige of their mother country with them where- 
ever they go or, at least into such additional terri¬ 
tory as they have to go. That is only possible under 
the flag of Germania, their own flag. 

Brittania: How absurd! Is it not enough for you 
that you have a perpetual reservoir of tradition, cult¬ 
ure and prestige in Germania? What more do you 
want? 

Germania: Indeed! And how about yourself? 

Do you not have your own flag floating over prac¬ 
tically every nook and corner of the world that could 
not be defended against the prowess of your sons? 

Do you think that you are the chosen of fortune? I, 
too, want my place in the sun! 

Brittania: Now you are treading upon dangerous 
ground, Germania! The whole world acknowledges 
the beneficence of my rule. I conquered because I 
am of a conquering race! As long as my flag floats 
over my world-possessions, the permanency of my 
race, my language, my traditions and culture is as¬ 
sured! I will not depart from this bulwark of my 
prestige! Upon it depends the existence of British 
influence upon the world. 

Germania: So! Well, I, too, want a chance to 
prove the beneficence of my rule! I feel convinced in 
my heart and soul that it will prove better than 
yours! Besides, you have allied yourself against me 
with the enemies of my colleague, Austria, to dispute 
her hierarchy in the Balkans where you have no inter¬ 
ests at all! You even joined hands with the Russian 
government, the hired assassin of France! 

Britannia: I had to do this in defence of mv in¬ 
terests. Remember, Germania, you have been threat¬ 
ening me for years! Russia wishes to assure her pre¬ 
dominance in the Balkans, in the same way as you 
and I wish to assure ours in other spheres, except that 
she is rougher in her ways, more short-sighted and 


therefore less benevolent in her methods. She also 
has her political and economic problems. 

Germania: Then in spite of the economic, political 
and moral reasons I have advanced, you refuse to 
cede me any territory? 

Brittania: Because of the economic, political and 
moral reasons I have advanced, I must not only re¬ 
fuse to cede you any of my territory but if you dare 
to seize any belonging to my allies, I shall, in self- 
defence, be obliged to pitch into you. 

Germania: You deny me a place in the sun, then? 

You arc pushing the sword into my hand! 

Brittania: You cannot hope to mend the matter 
now. 

Germania: Well, I will mend it! 

Brittania: And I will defend it! 

And so they go after each other in the gruesome 
fashion with which we are acquainted. 

III. 

It will be evident from the foregoing little dialogue, 
that although the belligerents are impelled to wage 
war upon each other from motives that may truth¬ 
fully be said to be economic, political and high-falutin, 
as each of them claims, nevertheless, these motives 
are economic, etc., in relation to the individual ambi¬ 
tions of each of the belligerents only. In other words, 
each nation is seeking its maximum good, as it under¬ 
stands it, for itself only and not for the other nations, 
so that when we say for example, that the war is 
being fought on economic grounds, it is a misnomer. 
The truth is that the war is fought on ethnic grounds, 
that is, each nation seeks its greatest economic and 
other advantages for itself—as auxiliaries for its con¬ 
tinued ethnic preponderance. Thus, as I have tried to 
indicate, Germany, for example, is not interested in 
the well-being of its children in other lands unless they 
persist as Germans. If they prosper as newly-consti¬ 
tuted Englishmen or Frenchmen, Germany considers 
them alienated and lost which, indeed, is the fact. 
Tlie same holds good with reference to the attitude 
of the other nations toward its emigrants. This is an 
unavoidable position if we believe in nationalities as 
distinct ethnic entities. No nation by nature com¬ 
mitted to the principle—as all of them are—that its 
ethnic continuity must be maintained and promoted 
will look with equanimity upon the submergence of 
its subjects in alien areas. 

It is folly to infer from this that the continued exist¬ 
ence of different races and nationalities is an evil 
which must be extirpated, as the so-called cosmopoli- 
tanist holds. Without entering into a lengthy discus¬ 
sion of this question, it should suffice to say that the 
climates of the world, if nothing else, are pledged to 
the perpetuation of different races of men. National 
forms are simply the natural expression of the life- 
experience of large ethnic groups. This they can no 
more eliminate than we can shed our skins. Can 
Chinamen by an act of will become Britons? Can the 
Eskimo become a Zulu? In the same way, one must 
be obtuse to imagine that the Frenchman can at will 
become a German or vice versa or even the Jew be¬ 
come an Irishman. I say, “even” because in the latter 
instance, neither the Jew nor the Irishman is permitted 
a distinct national expression in the political sense and 
yet, who can fail to find a radical differentiation be¬ 
tween the two? But I had no intention of going so 
far into the discussion of this issue, if it is an issue. 
This thesis is founded upon the assumption that the 
existence of different races and nationalities in the 
world is a fact in nature which must be accepted as 
axiomatic. 

The first axiom, to which allusion has been made be¬ 
fore, is that struggle is basic; struggle, not war, 
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which is one of its innumerable forms although not 
necessarily a permanent form. We are therefore com¬ 
mitted to two axioms. One, of the basic nature of 
‘struggle; two, of the permanent and basic nature of 
national differentiation. From these two axioms fol¬ 
low two concomitants. From the first one, which in¬ 
cludes the acceptance of struggle as a law of life, flows 
the concomitant that it is wrong to surrender. ‘Thou 
shalt not surrender' may be said to be a law of all life 
actuating the most unnoticeable creation of the uni¬ 
verse alike with the Indian chanting his death-hymn 
and the nation battling until its last man falls and its 
women die by their own hand. There is no transcend¬ 
ing this law in any code of morality that has ever 
been formulated. The concomitant of the second 
axiom i. e., of the basic nature of national differentia¬ 
tion, is that each nation must struggle to maintain its 
identity at all costs. 

. I 

IV. 

War is not a crime in itself but only when asso¬ 
ciated with a criminal object. A much greater crime 
both to the nation involved and to the world at large 
is submission to conquest. Submission to conquest in¬ 
volves, first, an immediate and far-reaching deteriora¬ 
tion of the progressive elements in the conquered and 
a degradation of the whole moral gamut of the nation 
whose sinister influence emanates to" all the world: 
second, the resultant influence upon the conqueror is 
to numb his sensitive faculties with the state of glut 
which is the prelude of that callousness, moral oblo¬ 
quy and inner stagnation which is characteristic of 
all surfeited nations; third, submission to conquest 
upsets the balance of power in the world of nations and 
leads to that fatal feeling of insecurity among other 
nations. We are familiar with this last proposition 
in a general way, but have we ever stopped to con¬ 
sider its practical workings? It is very simiple. For 
example, if a nation A conquers B, A must thereafter 
maintain a standing army to keep B in subjection. 
Now C cannot afford to allow its neighbor A to pos¬ 
sess a stronger army than it (C) possesses because of 
the menace constituted by this disparity in armed 
force. C consequently feels compelled to increase its 
budget of army and navy expenses which it proceeds 
to do. D, a neighbor of C, happens to be in the same 
relation to C from a military standpoint as C was to A. 
As a result of C*s increase of armament D, too, must 
make an increased showing. And so the movement 
for increased armaments spreads from nation to na¬ 
tion. It is obvious that it would have been far better 
for B as well as for the rest of the world if it had 
fought until it was absolutely destroyed rather than 
submit to conquest. This, according to the Law of 
Struggle, is the cardinal sin. Thus we see that a single 
nation like Russia, for example, holding a dozen or 
more races in subjugation by force, becomes a morass 
of pestilential proportions carrying the gospel of per¬ 
manent and increasing militarism to Germany and to 
all the other countries of the world. The most intol¬ 
erable aspect of this condition of affairs is that, on ac¬ 
count of the burglarious attacks upon the free life 
of the world by these robber nations, other nations who 
are content to live at peace with the world, i. e., to 
struggle along non-destructive lines, like the United 
States, are likewise compelled to arm and to stimulate 

*1 cannot now enter into the full definition of Struggle 
nor its differentiation from war. I refer the reader 
to the last chapter of my “Book of Pain Struggle” to be had 
from the Maccabaoan Magazine. 44 East 23rd Street, New 
York City. 


an enforced, easily-misunderstood martial propaganda 
in self-defense, until they, too, are drawn into the 
morass of militarism from which they vainly try to 
escape. The whole world is dragged willy-nilly after 
the triumphal chariot-wheels of the nations that have 
achieved success in subjugating other peoples. Thus 
it is that blood cries for blood, and no nation is ab¬ 
solved from punishment when one sister nation is 
permitted to be crushed by another. 

It becomes apparent, then, that the whole guilt of 
the military system of the world rests upon the shoul¬ 
ders of the nations that rob. If nations were to unite 
to-day on the principle of allowing each people the 
unrestricted possession of its own soil, the entire mili¬ 
tary system of the world would disappear like a night¬ 
mare because there would be left no object for the 
maintenance of such enormous expenditures of 
thought, energy and resources. The whole parapher¬ 
nalia of war would be discarded as the junk of an out¬ 
worn form of struggle peculiar to a hyena-period in the 
life of man. To talk of peace, of banding in organiza¬ 
tions for the spreading of the gospel of disarmament 
is fatuous where such organizations or movements do 
not place the elimination of tyranny and the freeing 
of subject peoples in the foreground of their peace- 
programs. There can be no peace save the peace of 
righteousness—the peace of right-doing, of restoring 
to each what belongs to each. 

The question suggests itself, doubtless, how can 
I expect the elimination of war since I have already 
conceded struggle as inevitable in itself and also for 
the maintenance of national individuality. I have al¬ 
ready said, however, that struggle is not synonomous 
with war. There are innumerable forms of struggle. 
For example, I am struggling now when I strive 
through this paper to impose these ideas upon the 
reader in opposition to other ideas which I conceive 
to be hostile to my desires. We know of many 
struggles carried on in a similar manner which have 
prevailed although the armed forces of the enemy 
were aligned in opposition. Again, we have already 
seen that the real object of war is ethnic preponder¬ 
ance and also that ethnic preponderance obtained 
through war is deceptive, temporary and vicious even 
in its resultant influence upon the conquerors. Un¬ 
less one nation absolutely destroys another—which is 
an absolutely barren act—no permanent conquest is 
possible through war. The French set out to conquer 
England which, technically speaking, they did. After 
a few generations of French rule, however, the garri¬ 
son of conquerors absolutely disappeared, swallowed 
up by the alien life upon which they had come to im¬ 
pose their will, so that their traces are hardly discern¬ 
ible save to the student of genealogical trees and a few 
petrified customs. France has since received many a 
heating at the hands of England and its poor Norman 
province with it. Swords decided nothing here. The 
decisive element was the elementary qualities in the 
genius of the people. In other words, not war, but 
strength of soul, the spiritual forces of people decide 
as to who shall prevail, if either, or whether the 
struggle shall be a drawn one. The idea that one na¬ 
tion may foist its spirit upon another merely through 
the resulting issue of a battle is an absurdity. Where 
such a thing did occur—as through the conquest of 
one small tribe by another—the result is traceable to 
the fact that there was no real ethnic difference be¬ 
tween the conflicting races and the war was simply a 
crude mode of contact and amalgamation which could 
have been accomplished more profitably without war, 
although the adversaries were too blinded by preju- 
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dice to appreciate the fact. Nature itself decides the 
justice of the case. 

Take, for example, the Jewish nation. According 
to all the rules of military philosophy they should 
have been swallowed up and utterly submerged in the 
maelstrom of opposing races among whom they per¬ 
sist, relatively, a handful. 

Had the ethnic difference between the Jews and the 
rest of the world been slight or had the Jewish people 
been deficient in its ethnic will-power, these exiles from 
the east could not have survived the temptation to sur¬ 
render and be at peace nor the pressure put upon them 
from without by the nations among whom they dwelt. 
It is folly to ascribe the continued persistence of the 
Jews to the fact that they lived in Ghettos. One 
might say with equal truth the Russians held out for a 
number of months against the attacks of the Japanese 
at Port Arthur because they lived in a fort! Were 
the Russians under compulsion to live in a fort? They 
might have come out and surrendered as, indeed, they 
ultimately did. So, too, the Jews might have come 
out from behind Judengasse and Ghetto-wall, em¬ 
braced the religion of their oppressors and submitted 
to the will of the conqueror. This privilege has al¬ 
ways been open to them. What prevented them? 
Briefly, strength of soul, persistence of the national 
will to struggle as an ethnic entity. This they did 
without armaments, military organizations and the 
like which were an arm of defence which they had lost 
in the wars with Rome. The rabbis, who were the ac¬ 
credited leaders of the Jewish masses and the captains 
of the thousands and tens of thousands, devised by 
every means within their power to create a kind of 
intellectual discipline governing every action of the 
daily life of the Jew through which the solidarity and 
national identity of the Jews might be maintained in 
the face of the hostile multifarious centres of attack 
radiating from alien peoples and environments. Some¬ 
times these rabbis (teachers) gave fanciful reasons 
for their injunctions but the instinct which begot them 
was always the same, the conservation of the national 
identity. As the Rabbis could only retain their hold 
upon the mass of the Jews through this intellectual 
discipline, it followed that they held the ignorant Jew 
in abhorrence (“Split him open like a fish!” one rabbi 
said) because' they felt that in the limited mode of 
struggle open to the Jew, the illiterate individual had 
no hold upon the national life-line and must be sub¬ 
merged by any chance wave from the ocean of anti¬ 
semitism. So, too, with the instinct of the herd for 
seeking out its own best interests, the Jews would 
not harbor a renegade no matter how repentant nor 
what the impelling force was that resulted in his 
apostasy! So, also, dissentients could not be tol¬ 
erated in the state of siege in which the Jews were. 
In fact, quite an interesting study could be made by 
a biologist of the law of the herd as developed in an 
intellectual people driven by necessity to novel methods 
of self-preservation. (Not the least of the stupidities 
of Christendom is the singular impression that it has 
nothing to learn from post-exilic Israel.) 

Now I do not cite the foregoing facts about this 
powerfully-struggling people by way of heaping enco¬ 
miums upon the Jews, but to point out how profound 
the matter of ethnic struggle really is and how piti¬ 
fully inadequate a struggle through force of arms 
alone is to give one race preponderance over another. 
The victory is simply not to be gained in that manner. 
Such victories are merely superficial and short-lived. 
Can we really entertain the idea that a number of 
empty-headed, obtuse boys drilled to wield the short- 
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sword or the rifle can superimpose their spirit upon a 
matured, cultivated nation? Doubtless they can create 
waste-places, they can destroy and bring degradation 
in their wake. But that is the limit of their capacity. 

Even in America, we have to meet the onsets of dif¬ 
ferent races and different mixtures of races clamoring 
for supremacy! Why the clamor? What do all these 
raucous voices hope to accomplish? Deep in the soul 
of every inhabitant lies the sure seed of inevitable per¬ 
sistence or disintegration. Time will tell whether the 
composition of the German or Englishman is such as 
to entitle him to a distinct existence in this country in 
the ethnic state in which he arrived here. If their 
differentiation is sufficiently great, if they have suffi¬ 
cient ethnic soul to justify distinctive ethnic existence, 
heaven and earth will see to it that their points of 
dissimilarity are maintained to the extent to which 
nature and their strength of spirit .entitles them. And 
this applies to Germans and Englishmen in other 
parts of the world as well. Time will deal justly with 
them. In the meantime, they have their great reser¬ 
voirs of national inspiration and culture, Germany 
and Great Britain, and if, despite these sources of 
strengthening influence they cannot maintain them¬ 
selves in other lands beyond the seas as distinct en¬ 
tities, they do not deserve nor have they the right to 
be so maintained by force of arms. The resort to arms 
in such a case, is the last argument of a weakling at¬ 
tempting something beyond his natural capacity. It 
is the act of an envious invalid polluting the food he 
cannot eat. Nations dedicated to such an unfair 
method of struggle are the enemies of mankind, as well 
as of themselves. 

The chief belligerents now at war have their own 
national reservoirs, they hold sovereign sway over the 
land which constitutes the national domicile and, save 
for the war into which they have plunged, the con¬ 
tinuity of their national life is secure. But how about 
those nations who like the JeWish people, are without 
a home of their own? Are they, too, not entitled to a 
reservoir of national energy, a place in the sun of life? 
For them the struggle to maintain their national iden¬ 
tity in other lands is a hundred fold more difficult be¬ 
cause they have nowhere whence to draw sustenance 
with which to refresh their souls in the hard and un¬ 
remitting war which the world is making upon them. 
Is peace on earth thinkable without justice to the 
small nationality? No, it is not thinkable and there 
will be no peace without justice to all that have been 
despoiled. 

V. 

We have now to consider to what extent, if any, the 
just requirements of international trade commit the 
world to the resort to arms. It would be easy to de¬ 
vote a book to the subject, but since this is out of the 
question within the limits of this article, I have the 
other alternative of being very brief. 

But it really does not require a book to call the 
thoughtful reader’s attention to the stupendous folly 
involved in the wholly unnatural tug-of-war existing 
in the trade relations of the nations. Every nation is 
strainng for exclusive markets. Why? Why will one 
nation set up tariffs and spur on the growth of an in¬ 
dustry or manufacture which is being done better by 
its neighbor? We are familiar with instances of this 
in our own country. But besides this, it is well known, 
for example, that at least one of the belligerents has 
for years been selling some of its products to the 
South American market at a loss, simply to keep com¬ 
petitors out of the field and to retain control of it for 
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more profitable items. Why should the unsuccessful 
nation be loaded up with unsaleable merchandise and 
its factories cease to operate? Why should it make 
too much profit on one item and suffer a loss on an¬ 
other? Why should the United States and the nations 
of Europe look with so much dread upon the enter¬ 
prise of Japan and the low-priced labor of the far East? 
Why should Japan look upon the commerce of Europe 
and America as so much prey? In short, why foster 
unnatural competition, over-production and the un¬ 
necessary cheapening of products which have an eco¬ 
nomic value for the world? Why not standardize the 
value of the world’s commodities, prohibit excessive 
production and leave the production of all items ex¬ 
clusively to those nations who are in the most advan¬ 
tageous position to produce them? 

The problems of world-trade cannot be solved by 
armies and navies. They can only be solved by the 
world’s best hearts and minds acting co-operatively 
with a view to giving to each and every nation its quid 
pro quo even to the last match or grain of wheat in 
an absolute adjustment between its natural produc¬ 
tions, wants and the requirements of the rest of the 
world. Values, after all, are artificial creations. Why 
not adjust values so that they will tend to supply in¬ 
stead of deny the needs of human beings? The eco¬ 
nomic problems of one nation are the economic prob¬ 
lems of all. The world is indeed sick. But when a 
human being becomes ill do we call in the aid of the 
executioner? Can the world as a whole do with less 
of the tender care and the solicitude which we bestow 
upon and individual. 

VI. 

The great war, which has swept over the world like 
a devastating blast of cosmic fury so that we are still 
numb with the shock thereof, has caught the spiritual 
side of man unawares. The stricken consciousness of 
the world asks, Will it leave a better, more democra¬ 
tized world? Do the recesses of this astounding, in¬ 
fernal visitation hide perhaps a compensation for man¬ 
kind? Or must we consider ourselves the conscious 
spectators of a reversion of the world to the medaeval 
darkness of an earlier epoch in the broad day of mod¬ 
ernity? For we are hardly prepared to accept the evi¬ 
dence of our senses at its face value. 

But.whatever the aftermath of the war may be, cer¬ 
tain it is that its immediate effect is to plunge the 
moral standards of the world down the abysmal scale 
from which they were mounting but yesterday with 
such difficulty to greater heights! Certain it is that a 
current of unbelief in the best aspirations of mankind 
has bounded through the world overnight like a revived 
Lucifer! Certain it is that the heart of the world has 


contracted and hardened so that even in those fields 
that are the furthest removed from the zone of carnage 
and deviltry the covert spirit of narrow calculation and 
merciless self-interest is emerging with the soft but 
dreadful foot-hills of the jackal in the wake of the 
human chaos of the battlefield. The worst instincts 
of the world are called forth from their hiding-places 
and become bold, while the white angels of mankind 
shrink and cower in the by-ways of indecision. 

What is the world to be after the war? To be sure, 
the governments at war have their own ideas as to 
what the world is to be like after the deluge of horror 
and, doubtless, there is not wanting in the official 
files plans and covenants covering the alottment of 
each bloody province to this one and to that. But I 
repeat, what is the world to be? The war-spirit will 
not ultimately decide this question nor will the men 
in the trenches give permanency of title to any of the 
nations at war however victorious this or the other 
belligerent now in the field may prove to be. The 
white angels of mankind, too, must marshal their 
forces, and all that can bear arms must fight for the 
just partition of the earth. 

But one asks, How can we fight—how can we mar¬ 
shal our forces—how can we do anything, if we our¬ 
selves do not know which side is right and we do not 
know what to fight or whom to fight for? 

What are the peace-proposals which a right-feeling 
human being would lay before the warring nations of 
the world if he could formulate them? I think they 
would be about as follows: 

One: That every nation be allowed the unhampered 
government and development of its own national life 
upon its own soil. 

Two: That all expatriated and subject peoples be 
restored to their possessions. 

Three; That no nation shall be permitted to impose 
its way of life upon another save through the free 
and normal channels of culture. 

Four. That the economic needs and potentialities 
of all nations be tabulated and recognized by compe¬ 
tent tribunals with a view to the regulation and local¬ 
ization of all production in order to eliminate national 
trade-wars and to meet the normal requirements of the 
world upon the most advantageous basis for all. 

It follows that with the adoption of the foregoing 
proposals, the abolishment of war must result as a 
foregone conclusion because there can be left no rea¬ 
son for its maintenance. Hence whatever may be the 
outcome of the war, the heart of the world will never 
be satisfied with less than the universal adoption, in 
one form or another, of the foregoing fundamental de¬ 
mands. Until they are adopted there can be no peace 
worthy of the name; and there will be none. 
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After Twenty-five Years 

BY JACOB de HAAS. 


IN my boyhood I was intensely 
fond of reading Dumas’ “Three 
Musketeers” and its sequel “Twenty 
Years After.” The joy of the latter 
novel was its perennial youth. 
Twenty years after the four com¬ 
rades were still musketeers in spirit, 
daring and capacity. 

This March it is twenty-five years 
Jacob de Hass. since the Zionist thought penetrated, 
and I hope, ennobled my soul—and I am still a Zion¬ 
ist—more ardent, more positive, and I believe more 
clear in thought, purpose, and perception. Twenty- 
five years are the larger portion of my own life and 
those same twenty-five years cover the period during 
which the Jewish world has come to realize that Jew¬ 
ish life is a problem that must and can be solved. 

When out of the maze of my studies of Jewish his¬ 
tory I came to the conclusion that the key to Jewish 
existence was Jewish Nationalism, I found in this 
decision nothing that was repugnant either to my 
political subjectivity; nor yet contrary to Judaism 
as taught me by religious teachers and through the 
vast body of tradition communicated to me by my 
grandfather and father. I inherited a record that was 
made as clear to me as the page on which I write—it 
was a Jewish record. I was nurtured on a conception 
of Judaism so spiritual and buoyant that it has sur¬ 
vived all the rude knocks of Higher Criticism and the 
cynicism which is the natural response to the flunkey- 
ish sophistry of the pulpits occupied by denatured as 
well as denationalized preachers. 

I sought and found the Zionist idea as an objective 
to existence when I was young and serious enough 
to believe that life should have a purpose; and that 
consecration was not a phrase but the highest ex¬ 
pression for earnest devotion. To-day I am a Zion¬ 
ist not because I want to maintain an attitude. De¬ 
spite the mission with which I was entrusted when I 
came to the United States in 1902 I assumed and 
maintained an open mind. 

In Europe Zionism had emphasised itself to 
me as an ideal—in the United States it grew upon me 
as a first-class, ever developing need. Hence for every 
service that I may have rendered I have received ten¬ 
fold in spiritual strength. 

Year by year the Zionist idea has become a more 
complete logical answer for the individual Jew as to 
the whole problem of individual and collective Jewish 
life. Therefore I have never been able to conceive 
myself as (a) Zionist, (b) Journalist, (c) Communal 
worker, (d) Private individual and so forth. Nor have 
I ever found it necessary to put a qualifying adjective 
before my Zionism, since to me Zionism is identical 
with Jewish patriotism. To me there is only one kind 
of Jewish patriotism—the complete sacrifice of the indi¬ 
vidual Jew—his capacities, abilities and means, for the 
sake of the reintegration of the Jewish people, and the 
re-creation of their status as a nation. I have never 
expected everyone to agree with me. The conscious 
and willing patriots among any people are compara¬ 
tively few in number. Zola in “La Terre” describes 
a French peasant who, ploughing his field near Sedan, 
watched, unmoved, the Germans completing the turn¬ 
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ing movement, which meant disaster for France. We 
have'thousands such. We have, as has every people, 
assimilators and would-be assimilators who would if 
they could, but dare not. We have the self-absorbed 
whom all political parties in all nations are always 
fighting; and we have self-interested straddlers, the 
bane of every people. Lastly, we have the type that is 
known in England as the “cross bench mind”—men 
who agree with us in principle but believe that it was 
given them to sit in judgment on all men and things 
and return verdicts for the other side. And agreeing 
with the Scot that “a man convinced against his will 
is of the same opinion still.” I have patience. Iter- 
tion will eventually clarify the minds of a sufficient 
number to bring understanding and ensure victory. 

The bane of Jewish existence before the coming of 
the present Zionist movement was inertia. Most of 
the men who assumed to lead did nothing until forced 
to some kind of action when dire calamity presented 
itself. Then the raising of charity funds was always 
the easiest, simplest and quickest expedient. A big 
fund yielded mental absolution. Setting aside Zionist, 
no one offered or attempted actively, coherently and 
continuously to cope with the fundamental problems 
of Jewish life. The Alliance Israelite or any similar 
body indulged in a patchwork policy that promised 
only to complicate its own difficulties with the progress 
of the years. The weeds grew faster than they were 
plucked—perhaps because they were never removed 
at the root, but mostly because there was no sense of 
urgency in normal times. This was and still is one 
of the fundamental errors of the so-called Jewish 
leadership everywhere, and in every direction. To 
deal with the problems of a living people action must 
synchronize with the pace of life itself. The old 
Chovevi Zion which had an idea fell into the same rut. 
It became placid and gradually lacking in purpose. 

My memory lingers lovingly over the years I spent 
with Herzl, not only because his was a great noble 
and daring soul, but because he galvanized the Jews 
in activity. He used principle as a motive power that 
produced results. He tried to overhaul eighteen hun¬ 
dred years in nine. The handicap was too much. Yet 
he made so much progress that the running became 
easier for his successors. And I can always spur my¬ 
self to renewed activity when I recall the words 
with which he roused on the last night I spent in 
Basle in 1903. “There is something to do now, you 
will sleep long enough hereafter.” 

Herzl brought to the Jews his own clear vision. 
He saw things in their natural simple form. From 
ideas to action—that was his motto. And that I be¬ 
lieve is statecraft in the highest sense. His single¬ 
ness of mind as well as purpose was met by a philos¬ 
ophy which sought to explain, and which almost ended 
in shifting the Zionist center of gravity. He could 
not divide the diaspora from Zion because he wanted 
to hurl the one at the other. A single act of his ex¬ 
plained his whole conception of the relations of cause 
and effort. After the first congress he instructed the 
publishers of a German literary Who’s Who, to elim¬ 
inate all previous records of his writings and simply 
credit him with “The Jewish State.” He wanted to 
use all the forces of the diaspora in order to gain Zion. 
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How far away is this from the intricacies of the super- 
commentary written on the sub-commentary—which 
is the normal Jewish procedure. 

Mr. Brandeis unerringly recognized and utilized 
Herzl’s great creation—the congress as a means for 
democratic expression. In 1896 as in 1916, we needed 
motive power such as only organization can give us. 
What is more important, we needed to know', as now, 
the concensus of opinion. It was then as now an 
absurd joke to assume that men “of influence"*’ or with¬ 
out it, knew the will and the wish of the Jews. There 
had been no Jewish political life, there were no Jew¬ 
ish statesmen. Plenty of men lacked even ideas, and 
many who had ideas had no conclusions. The first 
positive answer to the Russian May Laws was the 
pathetic suggestion: buy off the persecutors. Arnold 
White was practically bribed to stop his attacks on 
the Jews in England by being sent to Russia as Baron 
de Hirsch’s commissioner. White went on his mission 
but to his honor be it said the bribe failed to make 
him stay out, and this is symptomatic of the labors 
of the “men of influence.” Nor were the Jewish mass 
leaders trained to think. Had the opposition come 
into the first congress, it was an open assembly, Zion¬ 
ism could have been overthrown, for nothing had been 
done to guard the Zionist interests of the assembly. 
The Zionist spokesmen coming as they did in the main 
from Eastern Europe were untrained in method, un¬ 
clear in thought, and strongly tempted to rule their 
own groups by brute force. As the most backward 
and cumbersome of continental methods of procedure 
were adopted, the congress was recalled at the mercy of 
every “spit fire,” the speeches being “the thing;” the 
resolutions which finally registered opinion being ap¬ 
parently an accidental production of the last morftent 
of debate. But the opposition did not show up. Prob¬ 
ably it agreed with Rudolph Mosse of Berlin, who 
believed he could squelch Zionism by spending ten 
thousand marks on articles written by opponents. 

The congress became a training ground, and though 
the method of debate has never been improved, with 
each passing year, the delegates came with much 
clearer perception of purpose and better instructed. 
I believe I described the fifth congress as the first 
Jewish parliament because it was apparent that the 
Jetws were willing to accept its moral sanctions, and 
brought new issues before it for discussion and de¬ 
cision. 

The process of education through the congress is 
illustrated through its enactments from the first loose 
organization to the establishment and successful 
launching of the Jewish Colonial Trust. Five years 
of discussion had brought a sense of responsibility in 
the mass—agitation had not been wasted. Political 
training was, however, still backward. Had, in 1903, 
a group of delegates declared that the East African 
project was not within the scope of their mandate and 
that they desired a special congress to consider it 
after receiving instructions from their constituents 
the history of Zionism might read differently to-day. 
Emotions were, however, uppermost, and the move¬ 
ment had necessarily to suffer from the difficulties 
created by speech-forbidden Russia. Men always came 
and still come, out of Russia as out of an impenetrable 
forest. They bring part of the shadows with them. 
Some times these shadows are philosophy, sometimes 
rhetoric: always there remains the question how rep¬ 
resentative is this opinion. 
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When I came to America I was willing that my 
opinions should undergo a sea change. Jewish life 
was hard enough, for it was and is a current against 
the main stream of existence. Zionism was a current 
within that current, and one that selected its course 
along boulders. America might provide a new idea. 
It did not. It intensified every previous conclusion. 
Here leadership was still more consecrated to the 
policy of not leading. It had even the demerit that 
it carried out its policies at the expense of the Baron 
de Hirsch Fund. It lacked the remaining virtue of 
Western European charity, there those who called 
the tune paid the pipers. Opinionlessness except on 
the pettiest of ideas was the order of the day. The 
Yiddish press was fattening on its anti-German at¬ 
titude—what a profound joke on its war attitude. 
The vulgarities of Jacob Gordon were being discussed 
by the so-called intellectuals of the East Side as seri¬ 
ous contributions to the philosophy of life, while the 
East Side was a quagmire which had inevitably to 
birth Rosenthal gangsters and white slaves. The 
thing was written so large across the life east of the 
Bowery and elsewhere, that on one occasion in Pitts¬ 
burgh in 1902, I turned what was to have been a Zion¬ 
ist address into a discussion of turning the brothel- 
keepers out of the synagogue. I schemed to organize 
a “white button” brigade of Jewish youth who would 
not consort with fallen Jewesses, or betray Jewish 
girls. A dozen such fantastic ideas possessed me in 
1902-3 during which time I delved into the depths of 
the American Jewish cloaca. I was so disheartened 
by the corruption around me that I obtained from 
Herzl a release of my promise to remain in America 
three years, and I offered this conclusion to the late 
Gustave Gottheil shortly before his death. “The rabbis 
of the rich congregations of New York have forfeited 
my respect because they do not seem to know what 
is happening below Twenty-Third street, and your 
communal leaders are wholly unworthy because they 
have provided nothing but an automatic Americanization 
factory on East Broadway,” and everytime I read the 
platitudes of the assimilations and their rabbinic satel¬ 
lites, I am tempted to reply: “judging by what you 
failed to do between 1890 and 1915 you have lost the 
right either to preach or direct us now.” 

To-day the Jewish people together with all other 
peoples over the world face a world crisis and in con¬ 
sidering the problems that make up this crisis they do 
not regard the Zionists as a party injury but as the 
active elements in the race. 

We may not succeed, but we shall not wholly fail. 
Those who are against us on the other hand, will suffer 
no defeat, because they are making no attempt to 
achieve anything; therefore, at the end of twenty-five 
years it seems to me that the Zionists during that 
period have been greatly accummulating their strength, 
through action to meet just the storm that rages 
throughout the world—whereas all those who are not 
Zionists—some will hope for Zionist success—some 
will accept Zionist success if we achieve anything, and 
some will be even more embittered by success than by 
our theories, so that at the end of a quarter of a cen¬ 
tury we come back to where I started as an individual. 

We have to teach the Jewish people their rightful 
position in the world and more than one-half the 
teaching must be accomplished by practice. 
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A Statement to Zionists on 
the Congress 



|REDIT for the success of the Phila¬ 
delphia Preliminary Conference is due 
the Zionist ideal and the Zionist or¬ 
ganization. It was the Zionist faith 
in the inherent possibilities of the Jew¬ 
ish people for self-government that 
won over a large majority of our peo¬ 
ple to the cause of democracy in Jewish life. It was 
the devotion and self-sacrifice of the Zionists, individ¬ 
ually and as a group, that made possible unity and 
accord in the deliberations of the Conference. 

The Philadelphia Conference showed that wc Zion¬ 
ists have acquired an esprit de corps, a feeling of com¬ 
mon relationship and desire for common action, that 
enabled our delegates to 
agree with remarkable 
unanimity on the chief 
issues involved in the 
Congress movement. We 
have been the militant, 
forceful element in Jew¬ 
ish life, pervading all 
avenues of Jewish activi¬ 
ties, but only now, tested 
by actual experience, do 
we find ourselves in the 
position of a strong, dis¬ 
ciplined, capable party in 
Israel, working in every 
direction for the uplift- 
ment of our people 
through democracy and 
self-help. 

The way is open. It 
has been forced open by 
the strength of our ideals. 

The Congress is the 
vessel in which a sturdy, 
self-dependent Jewish life 
is to be created. We 
should see to it that when 
the Congress expresses it¬ 
self, it shall voice the 
ideals for which we have 
been struggling these 
many years. With due re¬ 
spect to all other groups 



“Wait! After the termination of hostilities, you may use 
that weapon.” 
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and parties, we want the Congress to be consciously 
Zionistic. We want the men and women who are to 
form that Congress to understand our aims and aspira¬ 
tions, to know what we are doing and what we are 
striving for. This means thorough-going propaganda 
on our part, and the exercise of ability in organization 
and propaganda during the months before the Con¬ 
gress is convened. 

The way is open, but it will require efficient work 
for us to make it lead to Zionism. 

The delegates to the Congress are to be elected by 
individual electors on a democratic basis through exist¬ 
ing local organizations. In order to educate the elec¬ 
tors and to have the Congressmen elected in sympathy 
with our views, it becomes necessary for every Zionist 
to be an individual missionary to the electorate. The 


electorate should understand Zionism and be organ¬ 
ized to elect Congressmen who will actually represent 
their views. 

The Congress will be the test of our strength, the 
strength of our organization as well as the strength 
of our ideals. 

At Philadelphia we felt that every delegate free from 
prejudice was stirred at every mention of Zionist 
ideals. Every reference to Palestine evoked applause 
that came from the heart. It could be seen that those 
who had not been with us were being agitated by feel¬ 
ings they had not suspected themselves of possessing. 
It was the national aspirations, the national longing, 
the inherent Jewish desire for national rebirth that 

expressed itself in every 
resolution adopted, in 
every discussion held. 

It is this feeling that we 
must capture and hold. 
We must drive home the 
Zionist program. We 
must continue probing the 
Jewish heart until it beats 
in unison with the aspira¬ 
tions of the Zionist or¬ 
ganization. 

Concretely expressed: 
Everywhere there must 
be organized new Zionist 
groups. Wherever there 
are ten Jews, they should 
form a Zionist society. 
We must increase the 
number of affiliated Zion¬ 
ists. New elements must 
be enlisted and for them 
new societies must be 
formed. If a city has only 
one society, and another 
society is necessary to en¬ 
list other elements, the or¬ 
ganized Zionists on the 
spot should endeavor to 
organize a second society. 
The Zionist organization 
must become the all-per¬ 
vasive, the strongest Jew¬ 
ish organization in America. Our aim should be to 
make it co-extensive with the population of Jews in 
the United States. 

Our shekel-payers must be increased. Before Rosh 
Hashonah we should have not less than 200,000 shekel- 
payers. It is absolutely necessary that this be done at 
once if we are to maintain our position in the Con¬ 
gress situation and to be able to fully awaken our 
people to their national obligations. 

We must spread Zionist literature. There must be 
a substantial increase in the number of readers of our 
periodicals. You should circulate literature at every 
Jewish meeting. New literature is being printed, 
which will be available for immediate use. 

You must organize propaganda mass-meetings. 
Speak Zionism at all times. The voice of Zionism 
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came the centre of spiritual life, the most famous and 
the most admired city of the world. The physical 
beauty of the land and the spiritual beauty of its in¬ 
habitants could not be equalled. Beauty of soil and 
purity of soul grew interwoven in that happy little 
kingdom—the veritable el-dorado of the ancient world. 

But if the ruin of the ancient states was due to cor¬ 
ruption and depravity, the fall of Judea was due to 
the envy of its depraved neighbors. Jerusalem—the 
admiration of the world—became likewise the envy of 
the world. Judea was never a military power—never 
aspired to be. The Jewish ideal was freedom—of 
body, soul and intellect. The Jew never realized the 
sagacity or the humanity of the maxim: “preserve 
peace by preparing for war.” In the streets of the 
Judean cities one could more often meet prophets 
than soldiers. . . The surrounding nations knew of 
nothing but physical force, and they decided that this 
small enigmatical people should be exterminated. And 
thus Persia, Macedonia, Greece and Rome successively 
colored red the green valleys of our beautiful home¬ 
land. This little country—the oasis of freedom in the 
limitless desert of a servile world—could not be 
spared: it stood as a living reproach to serfdom and 
barbarism. But even then they found their task not 
as easy as they anticipated. The story of how the 
Jews fought for their freedom—and the freedom of 
man—has no parallel in the annals of human daring. 
The story of the Maccabaeans, if it were not so fully 
known in its minutest details, could certainly be re¬ 
garded as a fair legend born in a poet’s imagination. 
The daring of these heroes, and two centuries later of 
the entire people in its struggle with Rome, can only 
be understood when it is realized how deep-seated is 
the ideal of liberty in the Jewish soul. 

These periods, too, were seasons of freedom. This 
time we fought for our freedom. 

* * * 

Generations have gone by. The Jewish soil became 
the temporary possession of Titus, the Jewish soul— 
never! Through the world we were scattered, hunted 
and despised, but our souls remained free. We were 
threatened with expulsion, fire, death, but our souls 
were not to be intimidated. We were offered rest, 
influence, wealth, but our souls were not for sale. 
Half-ways were suggested as a basis of agreement, 
but our souls were not open to compromise. Abso¬ 
lute unconditional freedom of our souls were our terms 
—nothing less. What! You will torture us in case¬ 
mates and then burn us on the auto-da-fes? You are 
welcome, but our souls shall remain free! You will 
expell us—tens of thousands of us—and leave us oar¬ 
less in the open sea to the incoming tide? Well, do so 
—it is your vocation—but our souls shall remain free! 


You will make us wear yellow patches, you will pen 
us up in Ghettos, you will take every penny we pos¬ 
sess and pull our teeth when we have no more to give, 
your priests will incite the populace to murder us, in 
the name of the God of Love whom we gave you, you 
will invent diabolical calumnies against us, you will 
tear our children before our very eyes, you will burn 
us in our synagogues, your crusaders, your Chmel- 
nitzkys and your Plevehs will destroy whole communities 
of us, you will invent hellish “evacuations” and drive us 
shelterless and foodless through the forests and wastes 
of your unholy land—you are at liberty to do so, but our 
souls shall remain free! You cannot destroy our souls, 
you are too weak for that in spite of your strength. You 
cannot destroy a soul; it is indestructible; you cannot 
quench freedom'—it is a part of that soul! 

This, too, is a season of freedom; the freedom 
gained by passive resistance. 

* * * 

A new epoch is dawning upon our people. Our 
eternal dream of freedom is being robed in the garb 
of reality. The longing for freedom is re-awakening 
in the hearts of our people with irresistible force, and 
is manifesting itself in a thousand different ways. Our 
statesmen, our men of genius are coming back to us; 
our youth is gaining inspiration from the martyrdom 
of our past and the bright goal beaconing to us in the 
future. Our language—the language of kings, poets 
and prophets, sounds again in the streets of Jeru¬ 
salem. We have again planted vineyards in the land 
of our love and our hope. New life is pulsating 
through our veins—this life is visible and is mani¬ 
festing itself in every Jewish assembly, in every Jew¬ 
ish activity. The heads of our people are thinking of 
the great goal before us, the hearts of our people are 
feeling its approach, ahd the hands of our people are 
working for its speedy realization. Every one of us 
feels that we are on the threshold of great events— 
the translation of a great dream into a great reality. 

This too is a season of freedom—of active freedom. 
* * * 

And when we sit at the seder we take the sparkling 
red wine—the wine carrying welcome greetings from 
our vineyardmen—the wine whose sweetness is the 
sweetness of our ideal, whose color is the color of the 
blood we have shed for it and whose brilliance is the 
brilliance of the goal before us—we take it in our hand, 
bring it to our lilps, pronounce the blessing of “life” 
and say with all our mind and heart: This year serfs 
—next year freemen; this year here—next year in the 
land of Israel—the land which in addition to the four 
seasons of the vear gave to the world and mankind the 
season of freedom. 


How Long, 0 Lord? 

BY PETER TURCHON 


A whirl of sand in the desert air, 

A swivel of gleaming golden hair. 
A parching wind that sweeps 
Wild showers of sand into a fierce sky 
Grown copper red like a sea 
Of surging flame and living blood 
In tempestuous flood. 


A pearly ripple beneath the storm, 

A twirl of melody, a form 

Of demon mutter that creeps 
Into the very soul with the smothered cry 
Of spirits chained, yet free; 
Chosen of God doomed to rove 
In the ashes of an Eden grove. 
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The Near and Far 

i 1 

BY DR. SCHMARYA LEVIN. 


HE man of strong faith lives in two 
worlds. His ideas move in the great 
thought-circles of the “present world” 
and “the future world.” But these 
worlds are not separated nor antag¬ 
onistic to each other. The present 
world is to him merely a foyer, an 
entrance hall of the wondrous with the lustre-of-God 
illumined palace, where the devout live and enjoy 
eternity, after passing into it. Eternity is long. It 
starts with “before the beginning” and ends with 
"after the end.” Here in this world only preparations 
are made to enable one to be accepted and engulfed 
in its endless stream. These are not two separate 
worlds concurrent with separate phenomena, bringing 
in its train the doubt-bearing dualism or parallelism; 
they are rather the absorption of the part by the whole, 
the vanishing of the momentary into the eternal. 

It is absolutely wrong to suppose that this belief 
in two worlds, that even this living in two worlds, is 
characteristic only of the religious side of the human 
soul, in the profane sense of the term “religion.” The 
idea of a world to be is the driving force, nay, more, 
the only driving force of man’s manifold creations in 
all spheres, where the eternal spirit or the spirit of 
eternity reveals itself in a man’s work. If we take a 
real work of art, say a picture, a statue, a poem or a 
melody, we find that they are only art to the extent 
that they contain in themselves the unperishable, the 
eternal, and where the temporary is reflected not as 
something limited, but as an element of the eternal. 
The true artist, as the true man of faith, cannot De 
satisfied with the temporary, the transitory and in the 
end evanescent. A single moment, separated from its 
source, however strong it may seem, can only excite 
for a short while. Its reproduction requires only tech¬ 
nical skill. But the artist has higher ambitions; he 
strives for immortality, first for his work, and then 
through his work—for himself. 'His world is the soul- 
world, or the soul of the world. His God is unattain¬ 
able in his elevation, and he serves him with love and 
joy, with inspiration and devotion, but not as the 
servant expecting reward. While serving his God he 
creates, and some of the eternal remains in his work. 

A nation, as a whole, has always a faith. A nation, 
as a whole, is never satisfied with the actual world 
alone. The mere conception of “nation” contains in 
itself something sacred and has its source in eternity 
which links generation to generation and epoch to 
epoch. A nation which ceases to create for its future, 
and for the unborn generation denies itself. A nation 
is the highest work of art of the historical process. 


but at the same time a nation is the greatest artist 
and shaper of human evolution. As long as men were 
separate individuals they lived in the momentary, and 
their influence was exhausted with the moment. The 
individual was too weak and too limited in his con¬ 
ceptions to conceive of the eternal. Only the nation, 
however small at the beginning, made the first step 
from the mechanical to the artistic, from the earthly 
to the heavenly, from decay to immortality. Only 
the people began to see the far future “to the end of 
all generations” and to penetrate behind the curtain, 
into the mysteries of eternity. 

And when a people begins only to think of its to-day. 
and to care nothing for its to-morrow—it is a sign of 
spiritual descent. Nations who lose faith in their 
future lose themselves. Their creative power 
weakens and they begin to decline and to sink until 
they entirely disappear from the horizon. So we often 
read in the histories of nations that have ceased to 
exist. The truth is, however, that when a nation grows 
weak and tired and loses its creative force it also 
loses faith in its own future. The inner weakness is 
the cause and the lost faith is the symptom. 

The nation contains within itself all individuals, but 
not all individuals occupy the same position within 
the nation. There are those who are near and those 
who are far. The near ones are those who still 
draw their sap from the nation’s root, feel and con¬ 
ceive that without their nationhood they would be 
paupers, unable to love or to be loved. The far ones 
—they betake themselves to strange camps, and be¬ 
come spiritual lodgers. With them everything is bor¬ 
rowed—from the tongue to the taste—from thought to 
habit. They gradually depart from their nation. But 
as nobody has pity on them or adopts them, they 
roam as straying souls in space without finding a 
refuge. 

And thus there is a struggle between the near ones 
and the distant ones. The former call to eternal life 
and the latter invite to a life of the hour. Say the 
former: The nation wishes to live; help it to win its 
freedom. The latter reply: Hope is gone; call in the 
undertakers and a struggle ensues, a hard, a bitter 
struggle. 

Who will be the victor? Which side will conquer? 
There can only be one answer: the distant ones can¬ 
not conquer, they cannot destroy what life has left 
undestroyed. Theirs is a negative force; their will, too, 
is a negation. Their spirit is destructive. The triumph 
is on the side of the positive power, the positive will 
and constructive spirit. 
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They Who Listen 

BY RUFUS LEARSI 


HE restaurant alcove, where the 
friends of the great tenor assembled 
to do him homage exhaled an atmos¬ 
phere of seclusion and privacy which 
was even enhanced by the faint buzz 
that entered through the folds of the 
heavy damask, opening on the main 
dining hall. The beautifully-shaded lamps threw a 
luxurious light that rippled in the sparkling wine and 
colored the edges of the rising cloudlets of cigarette- 
smoke. Five or six persons were gathered around the 
table at the head of which sat the great Bolimov him¬ 
self, a heavy figure, the features of his smooth-shaven 
face large and rugged as though chiselled with swift, 
careless strokes. Numerous strands of white gleamed 
in his mass of dark hair. v 

The critic, with self-important tone, and conclusive 
gestures was holding forth. “This talk about the 
true artist being self-sufficient is all flapdoodle,’’ he 
asserted. “No artist can be complete without his 
audience; and that audience must be sensitive, re¬ 
sponsive, yielding. There must exist between the ar¬ 
tist and his audience a certain harmony, a happy ac¬ 
cord between the creative and the receptive, the ac¬ 
tive and the passive, a relation like that which exists, 
let us say—” 

“Between the man and the woman who love,” 
broke in the young poet, darting a swift glance at the 
bare-shouldered young woman opposite who at once 
lowered her eyes. 

“As you please,” continued the critic, a little im¬ 
patient, “But a perfect illustration of what I mean, we 
certainly had to-night. Never have I seen an audience 
so enraptured, so deeply appreciative, so like some 
subtle instrument registering every nuance of emo¬ 
tion expressed by the artist.” 

“Oh, it was wonderful 1” cooed the charming young 
thing sitting next to Bolimov, lengthening out the 
first syllable of the adjective, and looking up at her 
idol with a bewitching mixture of adulation and arch¬ 
ness. 

“Grant it, Bolimov,” insisted one of his old friends, 
“Admit that you have never had a more responsive 
audience than to-night’s.” 

“My friends,” replied the famous singer, “The critic 
has spoken well. I know the sense of mortification 
and insult of singing to ears and hearts that are deaf. 

I know also the exultanLsense of fulfillment when you 
see the answer in others to the pain that throbs in 
yourself. But not tonight, my friends, have I felt this 
joy most keenly. No, not tonight.” 

“Tell us when, oh, tell us!” pleaded the charming 
young thing interlacing her dainty fingers imploringly 
on the table in front of Bolimov, and craning towards 
him her fresh, beautiful neck. 

“Well, I shall tell you,” the singer acquiesced with 
a smile, “But I warn you, you may find it a rather 
childish and foolish tale. 

“You see; it was more than twenty-five years ago, 
when I was a mere lad. My family had been estab¬ 
lished in this country for several years and was in 
comfortable circumstances, my father, as you know, 
being a musician. I was not an eager student in 
school, but as for the songs my father played and sang, 
he did not have to repeat them twice for me to learn 
them. 
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“Then, as some of you already know, my father 
was stricken with blindness, and in a short time we 
were reduced to penury. One day my father thought 
of something he could do to earn his bread. He put 
his violin-case under his arm, and took my hand. 
‘Lead me,’ he said, ‘Take me to the back-yards of 
the tenement-houses. And when I play the songs you 
know you must sing your best.’ 

“That was how my father and I became wandering 
minstrels, as it were. Ah! those songs! I doubt if 
any of you know them. But if you go to Russia and 
Poland and Galicia where Jews live, you will hear 
them in every city and town. They were the Jewish 
folk-songs, and my father had a great and wonderful 
store of them, which he had taught me. Sometimes I 
have wondered why these songs are not better known. 
Like all folk-songs they are simple and beautiful, but 
the Jewish folk-songs breathe a certain,—how shall I 
say it?—a serene sadness, something sorrowful and 
trustful at the same time. And it isn’t true, as I have 
heard some say in their ignorance, that the nature- 
and love-motifs are pale and neglected. 

“I shall never forget my first performance. We 
were in a narrow, waste-littered courtyard with two 
tenement walls to either side of us. Soon the windows 
of those walls were crowded with listeners, mostly 
women and little children; the children of the tene¬ 
ments with their eager faces and serious eyes, and the 
tired sallow-faced women, some of them holding their 
babes in their arms. As I sang I watched those faces 
and saw their expression change. I saw them light 
up with smiles when I sang of the discontented girl 
who is offered by her fond mother dresses and shoes 
and jewels, but refuses them all declaring herself mis¬ 
understood, until her mother offers her a husband. 
And I saw those faces overcast with sadness, and now 
and then I saw tears disengage themselves from large 
dark eyes and roll down sunken cheeks as I sang of 
lost hopes and never-felt joys. 

“On the mountain, on the mountain • 

Fly the doves in pairs 
Happiness I’ve never had 

And flown are my youthful years— 

my youthful years...” 

Very low the tenor sang the lines to a simple tune 
and then stopped as if lost in memories. The charm¬ 
ing young thing thought she saw a moistness in the 
great singer’s eyes, but perhaps she was deceived by 
the veil of tears that gathered in her own. 

“One day,” Bolimov continued, “I saw at a window, 
of the ground floor of a tenement before which I sang 
a face which drew my eyes irresistibly. It was the 
face of a girl, I could not say how old. She may have 
been a child of eleven or twelve, she may have been 
a young woman of eighteen or nineteen. But what 
drew me towards that face was its extraordinary, al¬ 
most transparent pallor, in the midst of which lurked 
like two deep wells her large black eyes. On her 
temples I could see the thin blue veins shining through 
the skin. Her head was resting in pillows in a large 
chair that was drawn up to the window. Near her 
stood a thin little woman who seemed never to take 
her eyes from her. 

“I don’t know why, but this time it was I who gave 
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my father the cue as to what songs to play, and it 
was only the sad songs which came to my mind. 
Never before did I myself feel so deeply moved by 
those songs. Involuntarily my eyes turned in the di¬ 
rection of the sick girl, and I saw her listen with a 
wraptness that shone in her great eyes. Large tears 
rolled slowly down her wasted cheeks. 

“ ‘Sing something jolly, boytchikl, not so sad,’ said 
the woman who stood near her. 

“ ‘No, no, mamma,’ the girl interposed. ‘I don't 
want anything jolly. I like that one. Please sing it 
again.’ She turned her face to me and I saw a very 
faint flush of color come over it. 

“I sang the same song again: 

In the forest stands a little tree, 

Its blossoms now are all returning; 

But within me, lonesome little lad, 

How my little heart is yearning! 

How my little heart is yearning! 

“I picked up my pennies and went on. But wher¬ 
ever I went that day, and whatever I sang the pale 
face and sad eyes of that girl haunted me. I found 
no pleasure in the jolly, rollicking, roguish songs,— 
ditties, for example, like the one that ends: 

Black cherries do we pluck, 

The red we leave behind; 

Handsome fellows do we take, 

The homely? Never mind! 

I 

“I began to lead my father frequently to the back¬ 
yard on which the girl’s window; opened. Invariably 
I would find her seated in her arm-chair in the midst 
of her pillows with the little woman standing over 
her; and when I came and our eyes met, I read in 
hers that she had been expecting me, that she was 
glad and grateful that I came. And I used to sing 
for her, for her alone. Never before did I find those 
songs so tender and beautiful, never before did I find 
such keen joy in singing them,—or in singing any¬ 
thing else. Never before and never since. 

“In some strange way all those songs seemed to have 
acquired a direct and personal meaning. She would 
listen with those sad, deep eyes of hers and drink in 
the sounds of my voice. 

“But I noticed as time went on that the frail figure 
in the big chair was shrinking. The eyes in the little 
face were becoming larger. She would just raise a 
tiny finger, and I knew she wanted me to repeat. 
This one, for example, she would ask me to sing again 
and again. 

t 

To the sea there runs a brooklet, runs a brooklet 
And none can ever stay it 

Deep within my heart I love you 
To no one dare I say it. . . 


“Did I know at the time that the tiny stream of her 
life was about to fall into the Great Sea? I can not 
say. I was too young to think of inquiring into the 
nature of her malady. I only knew that every time 
I left that back-yard it was with a tighter contraction 
of the heart, with a vague dread that something was 
impending. But I do not remember observing in her 
expression any signs of suffering, nothing but a won¬ 
derful sadness, deep and placid. After some time one 
song in particular seemed to answer to her mood, and 
I would always have to repeat it. I do not recall it 
all, but this is the refrain; 

The years are going, the years are flying, 

Like smoke they vanish silently 
From the best and fondest love, dear, 

Now you pass away from me. . . 

“One day as I entered the yard and looked up to 
her window, she was not there. A terrible dread came 
over me. But in a little while the thin little mother 
appeared at the window and said: 

" “‘Sing, boytchikl, sing; she is in bed but she can 
hear you.’ 

“So the mother stood at the window and transmitted 
to me her wishes. Before I went that day the little 
woman had asked me questions about my father and 
myself and where we lived, and many other things 
that she told me her daughter wished to know. 

‘,‘It must have been no more than a week later when, 
one evening, as I was scraping away at a violin at 
home, the door opened and a lad of about my own 
age came in and asked if the ‘boy who sings in the 
yards is here?’ I stepped forward. 

“ ‘Come,’ he said, ‘She wants you.’ 

“No need for me to ask who. We ran through the 
streets and the messenger led me to the room where 
she lay, the room that opened on the yard where I 
used to sing to her. About the bed were gathered— 
but why describe that scene? I was taken to the bed¬ 
side. She looked up to me and feebly moved her 
hand. I took it in mine. ‘Thank you,’ she said, ‘I 
want to thank you—’ but she could say no more. . . 
And near me. . .the mother. . .Ah, my friends.. . .” 

Bolimov stopped, and this time the charming young 
thing who never took her eyes off the narrator except 
to ..dry her little tears in her little embroided hand¬ 
kerchief, was not mistaken. The eyes of the great 
singer were moist. 

“Well, my friends,’’ he roused himself, “Those audi¬ 
ences to which I sang the Jewish folk-songs in the 
tenement back-yards seem to me to answer most fully 
to the fine description of the ideal audience our friend 
the critic gave us. That was all I wished to tell you.’’ 

“By the way,” the self-assured tones of the critic 
broke the silence. “Those folk-songs seem to have 
value. I must look them up.” And, taking out his 
gold-filigree fountain-pen and note book, he made a 
careful memorandum and then changed the subject. 
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The Jewish National Fund 

BY DR. BAER EPSTEIN 



39 MONG the various Zionist institu¬ 
tions the Jewish National Fund easily 
holds the place of honor. While 
some of those institutions are all but 
forgotten; while others are struggling 
for a bare existence and still others 
are holding their honorable positions, 
growth or development—the National 
like 


but without 
Fund towers 
a giant among its 
sister-institutions, 
expanding with 
an unprecedented 
progress, develop¬ 
ing greater power 
for good and 
greater popularity, 
and ingratiating 
itself more and 
more in the con¬ 
sciousness of the 
Jewish nation. 

Perhaps it is 
because its pur¬ 
poses, its aims, its 
very raison d’etre 
are less compli¬ 
cated and there¬ 
fore better under¬ 
stood by all, that 
the National 
Fund is to-day so 
dear to the hearts 
of the Jews. Its 
object is most 
simple and clear : 

To gradually 
acquire by pur¬ 
chase Palestinian 
land, a tract at a 
time, and turn it 
into a perpetual 
possession of the 
Jewish people. 

As a people, the 
fourteen million 
Jews are the most 
destitute of any 
nation on earth. 

Even the nations 
whose population 
count less than 
the Jewish popu¬ 
lation of Browns¬ 
ville alone, the 

very poorest of_ 

countries, have 

their commonwealth estates, their national treasures. 
Where are our national treasures? To what can we 
point with pride that it is ours, that it belongs to us 
collectively? The Jewish National Fund is the first 

institution which, during the two thousand years of 
exile, is essaying a serious and successful effort 


to establish the Jews as communal landed proprietors 
and to remove from them the mark of national poverty. 

The National Fund belongs to the entire people. Its 
holdings in Palestine,—the wonderfully beautiful 
colonies with their tens of thousands of fruit-bearing 
trees; the miles upon miles of verdant fields and life- 
sustaining gardens; the imposing buildings, such as 
the arts and crafts school “Bezalel,” in Jerusalem, the 

_ Hebrew gymnas¬ 
ium “Herzliah” in 
Tel Aviv and 
many others,—all 
these are the 
treasures, the es¬ 
tate of the Jews 
collectively, of our 
people scattered 
and dispersed 
among the nations. 

It is not claimed 
that all the Jew¬ 
ish possessions in 
Palestine were 
created by the Na¬ 
tional Fund. Jew¬ 
ish colonization 
in Palestine was 
initiated thirty- 
four years ago 
through the Cho- 
vevei Zion move¬ 
ment. During 
that third-of-a- 
century of activity 
there have been 
established about 
fifty, blooming 
progressive Jew¬ 
ish settlements, 
with millions of 
fruit trees planted 
by Jewish hands; 
a chain of elemen¬ 
tary and high 
schools where the 
curricula are 
taught in the an¬ 
cient Hebrew 
tongue;and many 
other public, social 
and cultural insti¬ 
tutions. 

The National 
Fund, on the other 
hand, is but eleven 
years old. Its 
practical activities 
Yet does its youth 
of its work 


Professor V. Schapira 
Founder of the Jewish National Fund. 


started only seven years ago 
not detract from the effectiveness 
and influence. On the contrary, only now, after thirty 
years of pioneer work in Palestine, with all the virtues 
and failings that always accompany pioneer efforts, 
does the colossal potentiality of the National Fund be- 
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come comprehensible. Being, first of all, a Zionist 
institution and, as such, all its projects and policies 
must be intertwined with the perspective of the scope 
and aspiration of modern Zionism, it is easily conceiv¬ 
able that the fundamental principle of the National 


Jewish Colonist Gathering Hay in Merchaviah. 

Fund is the nationalization and communalization of 
Palestinian soil and institutions. 

Heretofore, Palestinian colonization, notwithstand¬ 
ing it was called into being by the movement of the 
Chovevei Zion and established by enthusiastic pio¬ 
neers, was, after all, a private undertaking and it re¬ 
tains its private character to this day. But, since a 
people may feel secure in its national existence only 
when the greater portion of its lands is owned by the 
people collectively and cannot be transferred from one 
to the other, with the attendant possibility of its 
eventually falling into the hands of outsiders, our 
future interests in Palestine demand that its soil 
should become State-owned, the seat of the entire 
people and not of individuals. 

Be it remembered that there is no guarantee that 
individual Jews would not be blinded by 
fancy price offers to sell a cultivated farm to 
a non-Jew. The National Fund alone se¬ 
cures the soil of Palestine to the people as 
a people. The lands are nationalized and 
can never be sold. It is given over to Jews 
to cultivate. Rented to them on what is 
practically a perpetual lease. The privilege 
of occupancy is absolute and may be even 
bequeathed to one’s heirs, but to sell the 
land is impossible. 

Moreover, not only the lands, but the 
educational and cultural institutions must 
be nationalized, must also belong to all the 
people. The Hebrew gymnasium in Jaffa 
cannot and must not be the “Jaffa Gym¬ 
nasium,” a local institution, it must be the 
property of collective Israel. The same ap¬ 
plies to the arts and crafts school “Bezalel,’’ 
to the Mizrachi gymnasium “Tachkc- 
moni” and to the many other institutions of 
learning. The National Fund has secured 
to the Jewish Nation those grand foundations, so that 
we, the people, control them and they can never be¬ 
come private undertakings. 

The National Fund is the colonization institution 
of our “Government,” of our “State.” It does not look 
for immediate benefit alone. It builds for a perma¬ 
nent future. Its activities are not confined to collect¬ 


ing money and purchasing land. Its main object it 
to tenant its property with a healthy, progressive type 
or agriculturist. And through the medium of prac¬ 
tical and thorough training it has already settled on its 
lands a host of industrious Jewish farmers. By in¬ 
troducing the most ad¬ 
vanced methods and pro¬ 
viding expert supervision, 
Jews are trained and 
transformed into ideal 
agriculturists, who later 
become the perpetual ten¬ 
ants of the land which 
they cleared and cultivat¬ 
ed as apprentices. Five 
such thriving settlements 
are already in existence, 
namely: Merchaviah, De- 
ganiah, iKenereth, Ben- 
Shemen and Huldah, be¬ 
sides smaller farms where 
the work is now going on 
in the above mentioned 
plan of operation. 

In Palestinian agricul¬ 
ture, the National Fund 
is the reformer; the ad¬ 


vance agent of permanent prosperity; the guide post 
pointing the way to modern methods and prin¬ 
ciples of successful land culture, not only to those 
who cultivate its own lands, but also to the old 
colonists, as well as to the new private undertak¬ 
ings. Except in a very few colonies, the cultivated 
area of Jewish holdings is planted in grape¬ 
vine, almonds, oranges and olives. Very little 
wheat is sown, and of potatoes and other vegetables 
there is less. Dairying and poultry raising is 
scarcely known. Such a state of affairs is a draw¬ 
back to real prosperity even in normal times. 
In the present unsettled state of the world it 
causes misery and distress. In contrast, the Na¬ 
tional Fund colonies captivate the eyes of the be¬ 
holder with miles and miles of wheat fields, potatoes 


Yemenites at Work in Ben Shemen. 

On its farms are also found 


and minor vegetables, 
in abundance fatted cattle and stock, as well as 
poultry. 

Tlhe present horror-striking war proves the blessing 
that a diversified farm industry confers on a people. 
When the war broke out and Palestine was cut off 
(Continued on page 98) 
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The Jews in the War 

In publishing these items of information concerning the part of the Jewish people are playing in the great war- 
tragedy abroad, THE MACCABAEAN does not wish to be understood as entertaining bias with reference to 
any of the belligerents. THE MACCABAEAN has always taken the position that the evils of the Jewish situa¬ 
tion are due primarily to the anomolous position of the Jewish people in having no recognized political sta¬ 
tus.—Ed. 



AUSTRIA. 

it has just been made known that the Yiddish language 
was practically interdicted by the Austrian censor for the 
past six months. During all this time, no Yiddish letters 
were permitted to pass through the mails and no Yiddish 
paper was allowed to be issued. 

The Warsaw Yiddish papers are carrying on a propaganda 
against the designation of Jargon for the Yiddish language 
They urge that in all government circulars and in the press, 
the word to designate the language, spoken by nearly one-half 
of the world’s Jewry and having an extensive literature, 
should be known as Yiddish and not as Jargon. 


FRANCE. 

The League for Equal Rights for Jews, which was organ¬ 
ized some time ago in Paris, through the instrumentality of 
the socialist leader Gustav Herve, has already attracted the 
attention of a number of prominent persons in France. 
Among those who stand at the head of the movement arc 
M. Buisson, the president of the society for human rights, 
M. Seignolos, professor of the Sorbonne and Dr. Gley and 
Meillet of the College de France. A monthly bulletin, en¬ 
titled “L’Emancipation Juive” is issued by the league, with 
the purpose of enlightening public opinion regarding the 
present condition of the Jews in various lands. At a recent 
meeting under the auspices of the league, an address was de¬ 
livered on the position of the'Jews in Rumania. The speaker 
intimated that in spite of the present alliance of France with 
Russia, the league will shortly also present to the world 
the i condition of the Jews in that land, and appeal to all 
liberty-loving Frenchmen to help in the securing of equal 
rights for the Jews in all 
lands where these arc now 
denied them. 


RUSSIA. 

The following is an ex¬ 
tract of an address recently 
delivered by Deputy A. 
Friedman, in the Russian 
Duma in which he laid bare 
the barbarities and cruelties 
of the Russian Government. 

“After the first year of 
war,” he said, “at the head 
of the ministry stood a lib¬ 
eral minded man. The 
spring Of Russian politics, 
however, proved to be short¬ 
lived, and this reflected upon 
the Jewish position. 

“Whole districts were shut 
up with the consent of the 
military authorities. Even 
refugees were expelled from 
Petrograd. The same took 
place in Moscow. Wounded 
soldiers and the families of 
soldiers fighting in the 
trenches were expelled from 
districts beyond the Pale. A 
council of ministers declared 
that Jews had a right to ac¬ 
quire immovable property in 
the central governments, but 
the ministers of Justice soon 
found that they had no such 
right. 

“The Jews are expelled 
from Moscow with a view to 
demonstrating to the popula¬ 
tion that they are to blame 
for the dear prices of com¬ 
modities now prevalent. 

“Let it be clearly under¬ 
stood, it is not the Russian 


THE GUARDIAN OF ISRAEL. 


Nation, it is the Russian Government who is treating thus 
the defenseless people. Russians in the Central Govern¬ 
ments met the Jewish refugees with sympathy and pity. 
At the same time when the Russian gendarmes did not 
permit Jews to meet their hunted brethren with food at the 
railway stations, Russian women and Russian youth met 
the refugees and provided for them food and lodging. The 
Russian people realized that the Jews were not the enemies 
of their fatherland, but unfortunate victims which were 
most hurt by Russia’s enemy. This treatment of the Rus¬ 
sian people of the wretched refugees is important as proving 
that the constant threat of pogroms bv the government is 
merely the pretence for new and unlimited persecution of 
the Jews. But in the army and at the frqnt, the same tactics 
are adopted. The evacutions are continued, although it was 
proved over and again that they are useless and futile. And 
with what amount of cruelty they are carried out. From 
two to twelve hours are given notice to sell, make all ar¬ 
rangements and pack up for the far unknown journey. In 
one town, Tilichan, only ten minutes notice was given. The 
whole population of that town was absolutely ruined. Ritual 
calumnies before the war, military calumnies during the 
war, all these arc weapons in the hands of the unscrupulous 
Russian mandarins. When a Jew wanted to cash his paper 
ruble, six governors thought fit to proclaim the fact. When 
non-Jews do the same thing, nothing is said about it. 

“In the town of Klimov, a postal package was received 
which seemed too heavy. It was opened by officials and 
found that it contained 10,000 rubles in silver. This was not 
done by Jews, but by the monks of a Russian monastery. 
Still nothing was said about it. If a Jew had done this, the 

Russian press would have 
been furious. 

“The following is an ex¬ 
tract of a circular sent out 
by the Department of Taxes: 

“ ‘The Germans with the 
object of ruining the village 
population intended to cause 
conflagrations in the fields by 
special machines, and are pre¬ 
paring special instructors for 
the purpose. The carrying 
out of the scheme is under¬ 
taken by Jews who are paid 
to do the work.’ 

“As you see,” exclaimed 
Friedman, "when it is neces¬ 
sary to develop a pogrom 
agitation, false rumors ate 
made use of. Rumors writ¬ 
ten by a provocatory hand 
with the only object of caus¬ 
ing pogroms. As a matter of 
fact the fields were burned by 
the Russians themselves long 
before the approach of the 
enemy. 

"But all this seems a mere 
detail in comparison with the 
circular sent out by the de¬ 
partment of Police and the 
minister of the Interior. The 
press was not permitted to 
publish the circular, but this 
document which was read 
here yesterday illustrates the 
situation lucidly enough. All 
mishaps, past and present, 
that befell the Russian people 
are said to have been caused 
by Jews. The revolutionary 
agitation, and Germany, and 
the shortage of money, and 
the dear prices of food, and 
spying, and the war itself, are 
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all ascribed to the fact that Jews desire to do away with 
the Pale of Settlement. 

“I do not think it is necessary to repudiate these absurd 
accusations. The document speaks for itself. There is no 
revolution in the country except that existing in the heads 
of the Bureaucrats. The document speaks of the Jews in¬ 
citing the population to strike against dear food prices, and 
at the same time they are also accused of causing these 
dear prices of food, irrespective of the fact that the one 
excludes the other. 

"When Jewish houses are burned by incoming shells, the 
Jews are accused of' incendiary crimes in order to give sig¬ 
nals to the Germans. This cynical provocation produces a 
very painful impression. Every effort is made to call out 
pogroms, but we know and every intelligent man in Russia 
knows, that when the government does not want them, po¬ 
groms do not occur. And all this is done at a time when 
the interests of the country, nay, the victory of the country 
requires unity. If you are anxious to find the true cause of 
our misfortune so that the true culprits may be punished, 
you must end the Jewish sufferings and disabilities. 

.. ..“I, therefore, now appeal from this tribune to the 170 
millions of the Russian people, and say to them: ‘Know 
that you are made the unconscious weapons of calumnies and 
slanders against an innocent people. Let Russian public 
opinion know in advance that if the criminal activities of the 
Russian governmental agents will result in bloodshed of in¬ 
nocent Jews, the blood shall fall upon the government.’” 

* * * 

Maxim Gorky, the famous Russian novelist, in a recent 
address on the position of the Jews in Russia, said: 

"It is unbearable to see that people who have produced 
so much that was beautiful, wise and necessary to the world 
are living among us, oppressed by special laws which limit in 
all manner of ways, their right to life, labor and liberty. It 
is necessary, because it is just and useful, to place the Jews 
on a plane of equality in their rights with the Russians. 
It is necessary to do this, not only out of respect for the 


people which has served and is serving humanity and us, 
but also out of respect for ourselves. We must hasten with 
this ordinary human affair because the hostility toward the 
Jews is growing among us in Russia, and if we do not at¬ 
tempt right now to check the growth of this blind hostility, 
it will ruinously react upon the cultural development of our 
country. It must be remembered that the Russian people 
has seen little good, and therefore is ready to believe evil,— 
whatever is whispered to them by the manhaters. In the 
Russian muzhik, no organic hostility toward the Jew is 
noticeable. On the contrary, he manifests special attention 
to the religious thought of Israel, so charming in its democ¬ 
racy. 

“Notwithstanding that, when the Russian muzhik hears 
of persecution of the Jews, he says, with the indifference of 
an Oriental, ‘Innocent people are not tried and not perse¬ 
cuted.’ He of all others ought to know that in Holy Rus¬ 
sia, the innocent are tried and persecuted only too often. 
But his conceptions of the right and the guilty is confused 
from olden times. His sense of justice is imperfectly devel¬ 
oped in his soul, which has been distorted by the Tartar yoke 
and the horrors of serfdom. In recent years, there have been 
bred in Russia many people who are taught to think that 
they are the best people on earth and that their enemies arc 
people of alien races, and first of all, the Jews. These people 
have been long and urgently assured that all the Jews are a 
restless people, strikers, rebels. Then they have been told 
that Jews liked to drink the blood of stolen boys. In our 
days, it is suggested to them that the Jews of Poland are 
traitors and spies.” 

* * * 

According to a census recently taken by German govern¬ 
ment officials, the Jews of Lodz are forming more than one- 
third of the entire population. The census shows the fol¬ 
lowing figures: Poles, 217,385; Germans, 48,772; Jews, 
5 55,99 2 ! other nationalities, 3,131. It is interesting to note 
that only 2,175 Jews, less than of the entire Jewish 

population have given their nationality as Poles; the others 
declared themselves as members of the Jewish nationality. 




The Jewish National Fund 

(Continued from page 90) 


from the world, there were stored in the warehouses 
of die National Fund wheat, potatoes and other food¬ 
stuffs to the amount of nearly two hundred thousand 
franks. That was enough to save our entire popula¬ 
tion there from starvation, at least for a short time. 
Had the other colonies had cereals and food in pro¬ 
portion as the National Fund farms had, the Pales¬ 
tinian settlers would not now be facing the terrors of 
a food famine. 

In conclusion, let it not be overlooked that the Na¬ 
tional Fund has introduced in Palestine the most valu¬ 
able element of a nation’s existence, the producer of 
wealth,—the Jewish workman. Before the advent of 
the National Fund’s activities a Jewish tiller of the 
soil was a rarity in Palestine. The Jew could not be 
held to the farm for two reasons: First, because of 
the competition of the Arab, whose standard of living 
is unthinkable for a Jewish laborer. And secondly,— 
his main objection—because of the small prospect of 
his ever becoming independent of wage-earning labor. 
The National Fund has uncovered a new perspective 
for the Jewish laborer: the possibility of his eventually 
becoming a perpetual renter on our National lands. 

Moreover, it is not the future alone that holds out 
a substantial prospect for the Jewish workman. He 
enjoys benefits of our grand institution’s efforts even 
while he is being trained for his life work and inde¬ 
pendence. The National Fund acquires land near the 
already established large colonies; builds homes, to 


each of which is attached a garden, and turns them 
over to the workingmen in perpetual rental. The 
workman then ceases to be a wanderer. He begins 
to feel the security of and attachment to his home, and 
in this manner he becomes in time, virtually, a prop¬ 
erty owner and a citizen of the land of his own people. 

Summing up, we see the many-sided purposes of the 
Jewish National Fund. It is the redeemer of our Holy 
Land. It is the motive power that develops a healthy 
and substantial agriculture in the land of our fathers. 
It is the life-nerve of the Jewish organism in Pales¬ 
tine. But the greatest achievement for which we are 
indebted to the National Fund is the rejuvenation of 
the Jewish Palestinian citizenship. It brings to that 
country a stream of new, fresh, sound and solid people. 
Men who do not belong to the type that wanders to 
foreign countries in search of a mere livelihood. Not 
from among the phantasists who dwell in cellars and 
dream of the riches of a Rothschild; who crave to be 
idle landholders and sit "under his vine and under 
his fig tree,” but that others should plant for them. 

The men that the National Fund turns toward Pal¬ 
estine are those who would reinvigorate the land of 
our ancestors with the sweat of their brows,—with 
their blood, if necessary. They dream only of a decent 
life in their own repatriated surroundings. That is the 
element that will develop a wholesome life. They are 
the foundation upon which will be erected the super¬ 
structure of a Great Nation in the Holy Land. 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACCABAEAN FOR APRIL 


93 


l 


The Zionist Movement 

A MONTHLY REVIEW OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY 

Readers of The Maccabaean are asked to send news of Zionist activities for publication in this department. All 
communications should be addressed: Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 33rd Street, New York. 


NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

The attitude of the Turkish government toward Palestine 
Jewry, and especially the Zionists, has taken a turn for the 
better, according to recent reports received from 
Palestine. Djemal Pasha, military governor of the 
province, who adopted a stringent policy toward all Zionists 
when he arrived, has after investigation come to the con¬ 
clusion that Zionists could be made useful to the govern¬ 
ment. He has appointed Dr. Arthur Ruppin supervisor and 
controller of the commissary department of the army in 
Jaffa. The well-known engineer, Wilbuschewitz, has been 
assigned important military construction work in Damascus. 
Similar posts have been given to a number of Jews. To 
show his friendship for the Jews, Djemal Pasha recently 
offered the colonists of Rishon le Zion a large tract of sand 
dunes amounting to 50,000 dunams, which can be made suit¬ 
able for plantations. 

While the political situation is improving, the economic 
status of the Jews in Palestine becomes worse from day to 
day. The destitution of the workingmen is a matter of grave 
concern. This year they can secure no employment in the 
orange groves. The locust plague practically destroyed all 
the oranges. The normal production of two million cases 
has been reduced to 200,000. 

The prices of foodstuffs have gone up to prohibitive 
heights. Cotton, shoes, linens, stockings, hats and glasses 
cannot be obtained at all. Butter is selling for seven francs 
per kilo. Sugar is selling for five francs per kilo. The food¬ 
stuffs reserved before the war have been exhausted. The 
Jewish colonization Association has not sent any money into 
Palestine for the past five months. The Jews of Palestine 
look to American Jewry for succor. They need not only 
immediate relief, but it will be necessary to advance funds 
for constructive relief, in order that the land may be able 
to maintain itself as far as possible in view of the circum¬ 
stances. The planters will have to be advanced funds for 
operations. Other methods of constructive relief will have 
to be devised. Such plans are being considered by the Pro¬ 
visional Zionist Committee. 

* * * 

Djemal Pasha has offered to place at the disposal of the 
Jews the approaches to the Wailing Wall for a sum of 80,000 
to 100,000 francs. 


ZIONIST ACTIVITIES ABROAD 

POLAND. 

The Zionists of Lodz have resumed their activity which 
suffered greatly as a result of the war. Their first step was 
to organize all Zionist groups into one Central Organization, 
modelled after the "Merchaz Hazeirim,” which was recently 
organized in Warsaw. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Federation of South African Zionists recently issued 
a call to all its constituent societies urging them to elect 
delegates to the conference that is to be convened on April 
30th and May 1st. The following is an extract of the cir¬ 
cular sent to the societies: 

"The Executive Council felt that it is the duty of all 
Zionists in South Africa at this moment of crisis and anxiety 
to our people to follow the example of the Provisional Execu¬ 
tive Committee in America and of the Zionist Federation in 
Canada, and to make every effort to unite Jewry as a whole 
in the interests of the future of our people, independent of 
party tendencies.” 


SPAIN. 

Dr. Max Nordau, discussing Jabotinsky's open letter which 
was printed in the January issue of The Maccabaean, writes 
as follows: 

.. .It is beyond my understanding how such a gifted young 
man like Vladimir Jabotinsky should be capable of making 
such an error. What a strange idea to compare our Actions 
Commitee with the French or English Cabinet. It were 
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childish to prove to Mr. Jabotinsky his error. Both in 
France and in England there are firm political parties who 
have their recognized leaders. When the government de¬ 
sires to give a place to the Opposition it knows who to go 
to, and the leaders who are asked to join are in a position 
to know the views of their party and to obtain their consent. 
We have nothing of the kind. Even admitting for a moment 
that such comparison is at all appropriate, even then I know 
of no organized Opposition party in our movement with a 
recognized leader who could be invited to join the Actions 
Committee. The Actions Committee itself has no right to 
co-opt such a person. Should even that person be ready 
to accept office, he would still represent only himself in the 
Coalition, having no mandate and legal status. If Mr. Jabot¬ 
insky is anxious to imitate the allied powers he could profit¬ 
ably emulate them in their “sacred unanimity.” Now is not 
the time to arouse old squabbles which happily nobody 
thinks. We do not want to revive old bickerings; we have 
something more urgent to do. 

At the present moment the Actions Committee has 
two great tasks to accomplish; to pilot our organi¬ 
zation through all storms, and to protect and maintain 
our colonies in Palestine. If the Actions Committee is suc¬ 
cessful in carrying out this double task—a very difficult task 
—then it will have justified its existence and will have done 
its duty to the Jewish people. We expect of it nothing else, 
and above all we do not want it to launch upon a policy of 
adventure. 


GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

On Sunday evening, April gth, at Vienna Hall, New York 
City, a dinner was tendered to Mr. Jacob de Haas of the 
Provisional Zionist Committee and editor of the “Jewish 
Advocate” of Boston. 

This month marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of Mr. 
dc Hass’ activity in behalf of the movement. 

There were present among others at the dinner: Dr. 
Schmarya Levin, member of the Actions Committee; Louis 
Lipsky, chairman of the executive committee of the Feder¬ 
ation of American Zionists and Mrs. Lipsky; Leo Motzkin 
of Berlin; Dr. Ben Zion Mossinsohn, director of the Jaffa 
Gymnasium; Abraham Goldberg, editor of "Dos Yiddish 
Folk,,; Joseph Barondess; Professor and Mrs. Gottheil; Dr. 
Nachum Syrkin; Judge Gustave Hartman; Mr. and Mrs. 
Goldberg, of Wilna; Ephraim Ish-Kishor; Louis E. Kirstein: 
Bernard G. Richards; Philip Raskin; Joshua Sprayegen; 
Rev. Joseph Seff; Samuel Mason; Gedalish Bublick; B. 
Shelvin; I. L. Brill and Charles A. Covven. Mr. Cowen 
acted as toastmaster. _ 

Letters were read from Mr. Louis D. Brandeis, Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, Prof. Felix Frankfurter, Dr. H. Pereira 
Mendes, Dr. Horace M. Kellen, Mr. E. W. Lewin-Epstein, 
Judge Hugo Pam, Mr. S. Abel. Dr. Harry Friedenwald and 
many others from various parts of the country. 

In the speeches and letters were expressed warm appre¬ 
ciation of Mr. de Hass’ service to Judaism in general, and 
in particular to the Zionist movement. 

The speakers told of the work of Mr. de Hass in Eng¬ 
land at the various congresses and many interesting inci¬ 
dents of his activities in this country. 

Reference was made to the assistance rendered by Mr. 
de Haas to Dr. Herzl in the early days of the movement, 
and Mr. Brandeis wrote in acknowledgment of his own debt 
to Mr. de Hass since his own entrance into the movement. 

In response, Mr. de Hass recounted his many interesting 
experiences during the twenty-five years of his activity and 
told how his interest in Palestine and Zionism was first 
awakened. It was on an occasion when still a young boy. 
he heard a speech delivered by Col. Albert Goldsmith, the 
English Jewish soldier and hero of "Daniel Deronda.” Col. 
Goldsmith discussed a trip to Palestine and how it would 
be possible to hold back an invading enemy from the heights 
of Modin, famous in Jewish story. He recounted heroic 
tales of Jewish soldiers—glorious fighters—in North Africa 
and elsewhere and talked with glowing pride of their cour- 
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age and initiative. It awakened an immediate response in 
Mr. de Hass and a feeling that a Jew could struggle also 
to secure and maintain his own, not remain at the mercy of 
other peoples and to be forever destined to have his fate 
decided by strangers. 

* * * 

The following is an extract of a circular sent out by the 
National Fund Bureau: 

"The income of the National Fund in America this year 
from the ordinary sources has diminished, owing to the 
pressure of the continuous relief collections, general and 
Zionistic. It appears that instead of increased activity for 
the National Fund in order to make good at least part of 
the loss of income from the belligerent countries, and to 
enable the National Fund to sustain its settlements and 
farms in Palestine, the work of our comrades for the Na¬ 
tional Fund has slackened. It is only the two special col¬ 
lections which we have inaugurated in this country, Flag Day 
and Flower Day, that made it possible to keep up the Na¬ 
tional Fund income and even show an increase over that 
of the preceding years. 

"Our next Flower Day will be held on Sunday, Lag 
Baomer, May 21st. We ask you therefore to appoint yqur 
Flower Day committees and make your plans for this Day 
as soon as possible, strictly observing the rules laid down for 
last year's Flower Day, namely, that only adults be enrolled 
as collectors and that under no circumstances should chil¬ 
dren below 16 be allowed to take part in the sale of flowers 
in the streets, also that the flowers be offered to Jews only. 
The success of this day depends upon thorough and sys¬ 
tematic organization. The sooner, therefore, you will begin 
with your plans the more successful you will carry them 
through. 

'We again emphasize that the money collected for the 
National Fund since the outbreak of the war goes towards 
the maintenance of its possessions in Palestine and to pro¬ 
vide work for the needy Jewish agricultural laborers there. 
Were the National Fund compelled, because of lack of funds, 
to give up its present activities in Palestine, the same amount 
of money would have had to be spent there from other Zion¬ 
ist or general relief funds. Otherwise its important pos¬ 
sessions would be destroyed and the workmen starved. No 
one, therefore, should hesitate to collect for the National 
Fund with the same enthusiasm as for any other war relief 
fund. 

“We would not like to encumber you with too much work, 
but we must not forget to remind you concerning the reg¬ 
ular semi-annual collection of the National Fund boxes on 
Choi Hamoed Pesach. This work should never be 
neglected. We urge therefore to begin it as soon as 
possible and have it completed not later than Choi Hamoed 
Pesach, so that it should not be in the way of your prepara¬ 
tion for Flower Day.” 

* * * 

Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn has just returned to New York 
after a successful tour of New England, under the auspices 
of the New England Zionist Bureau. In the course of his 
tour he visited the following cities: Holyoke, Mass.; Spring- 
held, North Adams. Pittsfield, Lawrence, Lowell, Haverhill, 
Newburyport, Bangor, Me.; Lewiston, Portland, Manchester, 
N. H.; Nashau, Worchester, Mass.; Brockton, Lynn, Fall 
River and New Bedford. He inspired his audiences by his 
vivid description of the New Jewish life that Zionism has 
created in Palestine, and enlightened them about the meaning 
of that life for world Jewry. His lectures everywhere 
resulted in winning adherents for the Emergency Fund, the 
income being $3,525.08, in cash and pledges. 

» * * 

The Federation of American Zionists announces that the 
first prize in the Louis D. Brandeis Prize Essay Competition 
has been awarded to Leo I. Dana, of Roxbury, Mass., for an 
essay on "The Work and Problems of the Jewish National 
Fund.” The second prize has been awarded to Lewis E. 
Levinthal, of Philadelphia, Pa., for an essay on “The Land 
Laws of Turkey and Their Administration.” 

The first prize is $100 and a bronze medal designed by 
Jules Butensky; the second prize is $50. The competition 
was open to students, for original essays on some phases of 
Jewish life and culture in Palestine. The judges were Judge 
Julian W. Mack, Prof. Richard Gottheil, and Prof. Felix 
Frankfurter. 

Mr. Brandeis offers the same prizes again for an essay 
competition to be conducted this year among the students 
of colleges and universities in the United States and Canada. 
Further announcements will be made in our next issue. 


REPORTS FROM ZIONIST CENTERS 

ALABAMA. 

Birmingham —Miss Annie Garfinkle of Nashville, Tenn., 
recently visited this city in the interest of Zionism. Under 
the auspices of the Tikwath Zion Siciety. Miss Garfinkle de¬ 
livered an address at the Temple Emanu-El. As a result, 
a number of young men and women enrolled as members ir 
the local Zionist societies. After the meeting, a musical pro¬ 
gram was rendered with the following on the program: Miss 
Lillie Goldstein, Mr. H. Lauzner, Miss Gussie Goldstein, Mr. 
Henry Grusin, Miss Sadie Epstein and Miss Blanche Balsam. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Bakersfield —A new Zionist Society was recently organ¬ 
ized in this city. The following are temporary officers: 
President, Mr. Glass; Vice-President, A. Shandler; Secretary, 
B. Zain; Treasurer, Miss Schneider. 


CONNECTICUT. 

New London —A mass meeting was recently held here by 
the local chapter of Hadassah, addressed by Mrs. Richard 
Gottheil and Miss Nellie Straus of New York.—At a special 
meeting it was decided that $20 be forwarded to the Provi¬ 
sional Committee for the Emergency Fund. 

Norwdch —The Zeire Zion Society, a newly organized so¬ 
ciety of this city, recently held a large mass meeting with the 
following speakers: Mr. Abram Goldberg, editor of Dos Yid¬ 
dish F61k, Rabbi Joseph Rosenberg and Rabbi Davison. Rabbi 
Silver presided. As a result of this meeting $58 was col¬ 
lected for the Emergency Fund which was forwarded to the 
Provisional Committee. 


KENTUCKY. 

Newport —Dr. S. Okicnt and Mr. B. M. Segal of this city 
write: The city of Newport can well be proud of the New¬ 
port Zionist Society. The Society, having been organized 
in a most humble fashion by a few fourteen or 
fiftecn-year-old boys in 1907 , known at that time as the New¬ 
port Zionist Society, Jr., has grown in these years to the 
highest type of organization for the Propaganda of Zionism. 

The task of creating a successful organization has not 
been an easy one, for the reason that during its infancy the 
population was small, and its growth, therefore, was mater¬ 
ially limited. However, the organization continued persist¬ 
ently and hopefully, but without making appreciable progress. 
While the Jewish population had later increased extensively, 
this did not affect an increase in membership, until 1913, 
when the then-existing Y. M. H. A. was absorbed by the 
Zionist Society, and the addition of the Daughters of Zion 
in 1914. This had the effect of putting the Newport Zionist 
Society on a most substantial basis, for quantity and quality 
were both added to it. 

For the keen interest taken in all the phases of Jewish 
life, the members have won the respect and support of the 
entire Jewish community. The Newport Zionist Society 
forms the basis of nearly all social activities of the city. 


LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans —Dr. Max Heller of this city writes: The 
visit of Dr. B. Epstein which has just come to a close has 
meant much to the Zionism of our City, though, owing to 
uncontrollable circumstances, it was most unfortunately timed. 
Our Mardi Gras Season crowds the City with such a throng 
of visitors, filling hotels and boarding-houses to suffocation, 
enlisting the hospitality of all classes of our population, stim¬ 
ulating every avenue of business, taking up all one’s leisure 
with jollifications of every sort, that halls and audiences, are 
never so difficult to secure for any serious discussion of 
any kind. 

While, therefore, Dr. Epstein was not given the hearing 
and did not obtain the social attentions due to a man of his 
merits and standing, he charmed those who came to his meet¬ 
ings, both with the sincere fervor of his eloquence and the 
magnetism of his personality. He succeeded in bringing be¬ 
fore his hearers, on the one hand, a strikingly intelligent 
analysis of existing conditions in world-Jewry; on the other 
hand, he depicted Zionist achievements in Palestine in colors 
so vivid and glowing, as to stimulate every Jewish longing in 
receptive hearts. _ 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston —Dr. Stephen S. Wise recently addressed a large 
mass meeting in this city. Tn course of his remarks he bitterly 
attacked the opponents of Zionism. Others who addressed 
this meeting were: The Hon. Chas. B. Strecker, and Dr. 
Bezion Mossinsohn. 

Chelsea— At a recent meeting of the Pride of Zion of this 
city the following officers were elected: President, Martha 
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Levine; Vice-President, Dora Aronson; Recording Secretary, 
Rowena Kirlc; Financial Secretary, Agnes Levine; Treasurer, 
Sarah Gorodnitsky, and musical director, Ada Rosenson. 

Malden —The Junior Zionist Literary Club of this city re¬ 
cently elected the following officers; President, Edward J. 
Hoffman; Vice-President, Coleman Bornchoff; Recording Sec¬ 
retary, George J. Hurwitz; Financial Secretary, Sophie Leven- 
son; Treasurer, Isaac Ludmcrsky; Executive Committee, Max 
Shlager, Bella Wolf and George D. Rosenblatt. Arrange¬ 
ments for the third annual dance on May 29th are now being 
made by the following committee: Chairman Benjamin Gold¬ 
stein, George Hurwitz, Dorothy Alpcrt, Sophie Levcnson and 
William Horlick. 

Manchester —At a mass meeting, under the auspices of the 
Oer Zion Society of this city, addressed by P. M. Raskin and 
M. Leventhal of Harvard, a considerable sum of money was 
raised for the Emergency Fund, which was forwarded to the 
Provisional Committee. 

North Adams — Dr. Mossinsohn's visit to this city, writes 
Mr. I. Geller, was an event that will long he remembered. He 
spoke with unusual eloquence and aroused his audience to a 
high pitch of enthusiasm. As a result of his address about 
$100.00 was collected for the Emergency Fund. A number 
of those present also pledged monthly contributions to the 
Emergency Fund. _ 

MINNESOTA. 

St. Paul —As a result of a recent visit of Dr. Schmarya 
Levin to this city, tinder the auspices of the Lady Zionist So¬ 
ciety, $300 was collected for the Emergency Fund. During 
his short stay in this city, he addressed several meetings and 
aroused much enthusiasm for the Zionist movement. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Attiesburg—The recent visit of Dr. Epstein to this city 
was an event that will long be remembered. As a result 
of his address delivered here, $51 was collected for the 
Emergency Fund. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Newark— At a recent meeting of the Theodor Herzl Zion 
Club of this city, it was decided that the society devote itself 
to the relief of the Jews of Europe and Palestine. Commit¬ 
tees were appointed for Shkolim National Fund and the 
Emergency Fund with the following as chairmen; I. Batin- 
sky Shkolim, Rev. Shcrr, National Fund; and I. Divin- 
sky, Emergency Fund. A committee was also appointed 
to provide ways and means of establishing a Zionist center 
in Newark. Through the efforts of Miss E. Latterbaum a 
number of subscribers were secured for The Maccabacan. 


NEW YORK. 

At the annual meeting of the New York Chapter of Hadas- 
sah the following officers were elected: President, Mrs. 
Richard Gottheil; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. J. C. Guggenheimer. 
Mrs. Jacob Kohn and Miss Jessie E. Sampter; Treasurer, 
Mrs. R. S. Hartogensis; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Flora 
Cohen; Recording Secretary, Miss Libby Oppenheim. Board 
of Directors: Miss Flora Cohen, Mrs. Israel Fricdlandcr, 
Miss Margaret Gluck, Mrs. David Kass, Miss Miriam Rein¬ 
hardt, Miss Jessie E. Sampter and Mrs. K. H. Scherinan. 

Miss S'zold reviewed the history of Hadassah since she 
became its president—four years ago. She showed that its 
existence had more than justified itself; among its accom¬ 
plishments arc the establishment of district nursing in Pales¬ 
tine which is now taking care of eighteen schools in that 
district in addition to the homes that are visited; this work 
is conducted at a cost of $4,800 a year; Hadassah also con¬ 
tributes to the Emergency Fund; it has established a School 
of Zionism which is doing educational propaganda work here 
in America. It now boasts of 24 Chapters in as many cities; 
it publishes a bulletin which keeps all the Chapters informed 
of what all Hadassah is doing. It is making Zionism a fact 
in this country. 

Mr. Lewin-Epstein, who addressed the meeting, showed 
that the great struggle of the warring countries has had a 
stimulating effect on Zionism. Everywhere Zionist self- 
consciousness is being intensified. “The men in the trenches 
beg for Zionist news and send from their martial pay, their 
dues to the Zionist organization.” . . . "Zionism has stood 
the test of time. The Socialists did not stand the test because 
they did not see that racial feeling is stronger than class 
feeling. Zionism has stood the test because it concerns it¬ 
self with Jewish affairs.” 

* * * 

The New York Chapter of Hadassah announces that its 
Seed Campaign for the benefit of the Jewish National Fund 
is now launched. Envelopes containing a package of dwarf 
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pea seeds, in addition to one of nasturtium seeds, the whole 
to be sold for 10c, is now ready, awaiting orders—'wholesale 
and retail. Send your order to Mrs. Emil Weinheim, Chair¬ 
man, Seeds Committee, 222 Riverside Drive, N. Y. City. 

* * * 

The Zionist Council of this city is arranging a large mass 
meeting to be held on April 20th, at Cooper Union and ad¬ 
dressed by Dr. Schmarya Levin, Dr. Benzion Hossinsohn, 
and the Hon. Joseph Barondess. Morris Rothenberg, presi¬ 
dent of the Council, will preside. At this meeting the shekel 
campaign for New York will be inaugurated. 

* * * 

More than $2,000 was realized at the benefit performance 
for the Jews in Palestine at the Thomashefsky Theatre. Am¬ 
bassador Morgenthau was the guest of honor and short ad¬ 
dresses were made by Mayor Mitchell, Rev. Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise and Joseph Barondess, who was chairman. Among the 
guests were Djelal Bey, the Turkish Consul General. 

' * * * 

The employees of the Zionist Organization are arrang¬ 
ing a novelty dance at the Bronx Boat House, Bronx Park, 
to be held on Saturday evening, May 20th. The proceeds 
of this entertainment will go to the Emergency Fund. 

Tickets can be obtained at Zionist Headquarters, 44 East 
23rd Street. * * * 

Brooklyn—The Jewish Youth of Zion, a club of young 
men under the leadership of Mr. George Cohen, will hold its 
fifth annual entertainment and dance on Saturday evening, 
April 28th, at the Brooklyn Jewish Institute. An interesting 
program has been arranged. The following are the officers 
of the Society: Pres., Solomon J. Gurowitz; Vice-Pre/., 

A. C. Kahn; Recording Sec., Mr. Louis Katz; Financial Sec., 
Mr. Max Goldstein. 

* * * 

On Sunday evening, April 2nd, a dinner was tendered to 
Mr. Victor Schwarz by the Don Abarbancll Camp of which 
he is President, in recognition of his distinguished services. 
Address were made by Mr. E. W. Lewin-Epstein, Dr. 
Schmarya Levin, Louis Lipsky. the Hon. Joseph Barondess, 
Rabbi B. L. Lcvinthal and Rabbi P'inkclstein. Hon. Nathan 

B. Finkclstein was toast master. More than two hundred 
guests were present, among whom were, Chas. A. Cowen, 
William B. Roth, A. H. Simon, and Isaac H. Allen of the 
Don Abarbanell Camp and members of other Zionist or¬ 
ganizations in Brownsville, as well as local Jewish leaders. 
A silver service was presented by the Don Abarbanell Camp 
to Mrs. Schwarz. The dinner concluded with a short, but 
very effective address by the guest of honor. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

Kingston —Madame Belle Pevsner recently addressed two 
meetings in this city under the auspices of the local Jewish 
Community. She aroused deep interest in the Zionist move¬ 
ment and a number of converts were gained to our cause. 


OHIO. 

Cleveland —The annual meeting of the local Chapter of 
Hadassah was recently held and the following officers were 
elected: President, Mrs. I. J. Biskind; vice-presidents, Miss 
Lottie Bialosky, Mrs. Harry Kaplan and Miss Phyllis Gross- 
berg: treasurer. Miss Anna R. Berman; recording secretary, 
Miss Rivella Shapiro; social secretary, Mrs. Harry Kaplan; 
financial secretary. Miss Esther Icove. The following were 
elected to the Board of Directors for a three-year term: 
Mrs. Bernard Arnold, Mrs. M. Garber, Mrs. Leo Lesser, 
Miss Ray Spero, Miss Dinah Malinoff, Miss Lottie Bialosky 
and Miss Rose Freeman. The report of the year’s work 
showed marked progress. The membership of this chapter 
has more than doubled in the last year, and is considered the 
second largest and most active of the chapters in the United 
States. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Washington —The Theo. Herzl Zion Society of this city 
produced a Purim Play at the Globe Theatre which was car¬ 
ried through successfully. As a result of this entertainment, 
about $50 was raised for the Emergency Fund, which was 
forwarded to the Provisional Committee. 


• CANADA. 

Hamilton —-The second annual meeting of the Daughters 
of Zion was recently held here. The president. Miss Jsabella 
Baer, presided. The various reports submitted showed that 
a successful year had just closed. Following the reports, the 
officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: Miss 
Isabella Baer, president; Miss Sadie Sidinski, vice-president; 
Miss Rose Levy, treasurer; Miss Annie Cohen, corresponding 
secretary. 
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EDITORIALS 


Preparations to Defend Jewish Interests 


The Congress Organization 


W HILE the argument is advanced as if no dis¬ 
cussion were necessary as to the date of the 
American Jewish Congress, which must be after 
the termination of hostilities, it is becoming more and 
more obvious that unless steps are taken at once for 
the protection of Jewish interests and the creation of 
the sentiment essential for a correct understanding 
of the issues, there will be little or nothing to he done 
when the war is over. We mentioned last month the 
anti-Jewish propaganda carried on in Germany by Jews. 
The hearing on the Meyer London resolution in Con¬ 
gress was another incident that indicated clearly what 
forces are now at work attempting to discredit Jewish 
national aspirations. If the executive organization 
committee of the American Jewish Congress is to have 
a hand in framing a Jewish policy, it must perforce de¬ 
vote itself not only to the organization of the Congress, 
but also to the immediate consideration of plans for 
protecting Jewish interests in. the interim between 
the Philadelphia Conference and the convening of the 
Congress. The Congress organization has thus far 
justified its existence, and disarmed its opponents by 
acting judiciously and with scrupulous regard for the 
interests of all Jews. Having received general public 
endorsement, the Congress organization must now take 
a step further. It is morally bound to keep the road 
open for the democratic Jewish representatives to be 
elec ed by the Congress, so that important questions 
are not so decided by unauthorized and unrepresenta¬ 
tive committees as to preclude a public hearing in 
which the real aspirations of the Jewish people may 
be expressed. 


Digitized by 



YIP EEPING to the road clearly mapped out for it at 
Philadelphia, the Congress organization commit¬ 
tee has thus far given to the public two pieces of 
work, in which the best judgment of members has 
been tentatively expressed. As a basis for discussion, 
it has set forth a plan for the election of delegates to 
the Congress, and prepared an outline of the material 
to be submitted to the Congress on the various phases 
of the Jewish problem. The electoral scheme is sub¬ 
ject to revision. It is based upon the idea of having 
every Jew and Jew'ess vote through his or her local 
organization. It suggests a method of nominations, 
of registration, and includes a form which will, in 
effect, do away with the confusion of interlocking or 
ganizations. This electoral scheme deserves the at¬ 
tention of every Jew interested in the democratization 
of Jewish life. It is practically the first attempt to 
solve a vexatious and an important problem. If it 
succeeds—its success depending entirely upon Jewish 
intelligence—it will pave the way not only for the 
organization of the Congress, but for the rehabilitation 
of American Jewry. The plan for the appointment, 
of commissions of experts to prepare the material 
for the Congress also, if successful—and there is 
110 reason why the plan should not be feasible—will 
give American Jewry an opportunity to know accur¬ 
ately the conditions that restrict the development of 
Jewish life in Europe. Hitherto if other committees 
or organizations have had information, it has been 
conserved and preserved in silent and inaccessible ar¬ 
chives. What ever the Congress accumulates in the 
way of information, will be accessible to all Jews who 
want to know; if they do not know, it will not be the 
fault of the Congress. 
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Relief Problems Not So Simple 

large number of Jews—in most instances not 
Zionists—have been annoyed with the Zionists 
for intruding with questions that seem to them 
to be partisan in their inception. Those who have 
been annoyed must now be disturbed when they read 
reports brought over here by Mr. Chazanowitz of the 
uses to which the relief monies sent to Europe by the 
United States have been put by the Jewish leaders over 
there. To a large extent, the American Jewish relief 
committees have abdicated in the distribution of re¬ 
lief in favor of the hitherto unchallenged Jewish? lead¬ 
ers of Germany and Poland, who, provided with large 
amounts of money, have used the funds at their com¬ 
mand to strengthen their positions. The assimilators 
have not been so nice about the discharge of their 
trust, but have seen to it that their views should be 
expressed in the manner of distributing relief. For 
instance, if a leading Warsaw assimilator had objec¬ 
tions to Yiddish, he closed his eyes to the needs of the 
Yiddish schools, but had them wide open for the needs 
of the assimilation schools. In Germany, the leading 
men who are in one way or another connected with the 
Hilfsverein or its variously named subsidiary organi¬ 
zations, use the funds at their command to deepen the 
impression made upon the German government that 
they are the representatives not only of the German 
Jews but also of the Jews of America; and in the dis¬ 
tribution of the funds this intent finds frequent ex¬ 
pression. Is it not clear that if American Jewish relief 
funds are to be distributed on a neutral basis—neutral 
so far as Jewish policies are concerned—one organiza¬ 
tion or set of men cannot be permitted to have the 
controlling voice? 


National Workmen’s Committee at Last 
Frankly Against Congress 

T HE National Workmen’s Committee has been 
manoeuvring for about eight months to destroy 
the Congress movement by prolonged negotia¬ 
tions and scandalous misrepresentations. This man¬ 
oeuvring it masked by pretending to want unity, but 
emphasizing the idea of unity not with reference to 
the Congress, but with reference to Jewish Rights. 
Feeling that this policy might meet with the approval 
of the American Jewish Committee, the National 
Workmen's Committee seconded every motion made 
by the former, and made every one of its manoeuvres 
coincide with the wishes of the leaders of the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee. When, however, the Con¬ 
gress committee formally invited the National Work¬ 
men’s Committee to co-operate with the Congress 
movement, the ruling spirits of that committee re¬ 
sponded with the true explanation of all its waverings. 
It never intended joining the Congress movement. It ex¬ 
pected to co-operate in securing Jewish Rights. Noth¬ 
ing further need be said except to cite against the 
National Workmen’s Committee the explicit resolu¬ 
tion adopted by the Workmen’s convention in Septem¬ 
ber, directing the National Workmen’s Committee 
there elected to join in the calling of a conference to 
organize a Congress on a democratic basis. The Na¬ 
tional Workmen’s Committee did not join in calling of 
a Conference, and now refuses to co-operate in the or¬ 
ganization of the Congress. Seldom have radical lead¬ 
ers so flagrantly violated their mandates as have the 
leaders of the National Workmen’s Committee. We 
leave them to settle accounts with their constituents. 


Talking to the Point 

OR once, Dr. Samuel Schulman said what was in 
his mind on Zionism and the Congress so that 
everybody could understand him. In his article 
on The Crisis in American Judaism in The American 
Hebrew, he gives his views with brutal frankness, but 
clearly. He has no patience with those reform rabbis 
who are Zionists, for has not the Central Conference 
of Rabbis repeatedly repudiated Zionism, and is not 
the Union Prayer Book the record of how Zionism was 
cut out of the heart of Reform Judaism? The opposi¬ 
tion to the Congress comes from those Jews who stand 
upon a religious platform—religion from the reform 
standpoint. They are consistently opposed to nation¬ 
alism and to the introduction of democratic methods 
in Jewish organization, nor does religious organization 
require democratic methods. Democratic methods are 
applicable to political but not to religious institutions. ^ 
Dr. Schulman states his opinion boldly that the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee, being opposed to nationalism, 
does not sincerely desire that a Jewish Congress he held 
but has been forced into a situation where it could not 
act otherwise. He calls upon that Committee to unite 
with the I. O. B. B., the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, and the Central Conference of Rabbis, 
and to act according to its views, regardless of the 
popular clamor inspired by demagogues and Zionistic 
misleaders. Dr. Schulman's arguments, hovvever, de¬ 
pend upon the trustworthiness of his facts. It is doubt¬ 
ful whether reform Jews will agree that opposition to 
Zionism is a dogma of reform Judaism. It is also a 
question whether the American Jewish Committee and 
the I. O. B. B. represent identical points of view. If 
they did, and their members arc high-minded men, 
without personal ambitions, why is it that they do not 
unite for action in matters affecting Jewish rights? 
We agree with Dr. Schulman that the facts being as he 
states them, it would be to the interests of the Jewish 
cause if all anti-nationalists were to unite against the 
efforts to organize the Jewish people through a Con¬ 
gress. We should have less confusion, and more con¬ 
sistent action throughout. We suspect, however, that 
for such a new alignment the older organizations can¬ 
not be regarded as homogeneous factors. The older or¬ 
ganizations will have to dissolve and new ones will have 
to be formed. 


The I. 0. B. A. Convention 

F all the Orders meeting in convention this and 
next month, the convention of the Independent 
Order Berith Abraham, because of its size, will 
receive the greatest attention. The war has brought 
about a new appreciation of the duty of such large 
aggregations of organized Jews. In times past, these 
Orders could devote their time entirely to their internal 
affairs, and spend energy and enthusiasm about the 
elections, etc. Nowadays, new duties present them¬ 
selves to every Jewish organization. Every Jew feels 
that in whatever organization he belongs there must 
come forth from annual assemblies not only a new 
staff of officers, but also some thing that he can claim 
will be beneficial to the Jewish people: That is the 
explanation of the interest displayed last year in all 
the Orders in the Congress and Zionism. That ex¬ 
plains the turmoil produced in the Jewish labor or¬ 
ganizations. and the confusion of their leaders, who 
do not understand the subterranean interest in Jew¬ 
ish affairs of which these were symptoms. In times 
past, also, the Orders adopted resolutions favorable 
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to Zionism. These resolutions were adopted, we and 
their officers knew, as sops to sentiment. Such sops 
will not be tolerated, however, at this time by the 
rank and file. They demand now sincere interest and 
sincere action. If an Order has endorsed Zionism, 
they are going to ask the officers what they have done 
to give practical value to that endorsement. It will 
not do to reply that the resolutions were merely 
platonic expressions of affection. 


Liberal Religion and Moral Cowardice 

HE Eastern Council of Reform Rabbis, which as¬ 
pired at one time to be known as the Council of 
Liberal Rabbis, stands upon a platform of pro¬ 
gressive Judaism a trifle in advance of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis. Rut underneath the 
platform all is not as progressive as it should be. 
Some of the planks are slightly rotten. In spite of 
Dr. Wise's eloquence, the Eastern Council hesitates 
to declare itself on the Congress movement. An in¬ 
vitation was sent to it to participate in the organiza¬ 
tion of the Congress. But not only was not the matter 
considered; the officials of the Conference are too 
timid even to bring the matter up for discussion. 
The calm of theological discussions on prison re¬ 
form work, and how to improve the moral and econo¬ 
mic conditions of the East Side, cannot be broken 
by the introduction of the stormy Congress issue. 
It may lead to partisan votes, and the rabbis may be 
caJ’ed upon by their consciences to take a stand 
against the laity. It would lte dreadful to discover, 
when put to the test, that conscience will not respond. 


The Transfer Bureau of the Provisional 
Committee 

HEN the American Jewish Relief Committee 
was organized, several months after war broke 
out, Mr. dc Haas suggested that the most use¬ 
ful work the Committee could undertake, a work that 
would at once result in bringing millions of dollars 
of relief into the war-zone for Jews, would be to under¬ 
take to transmit to individuals relief money from 
relatives and friends in this country. Instead of look¬ 
ing into this suggestion, it was at once ridiculed bv 
“diplomatic” leaders, and forgotten. The Provisional 
Zionist Committee, however, at once recognized the 
value of the suggestion and soon installed a transfer 
bureau for Palestine, through which, from October 
26, 1914 to April 80, 1916, $490,115.30 was remitted 
from individuals to individuals. Months after the 
Palestine Transfer Bureau of the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee was established, the American Jewish Relief 
Committee rather gingerly, and with many hesitations, 
also established such a bureau for individual remit¬ 
tances to some parts of the war-zone, which was soon 
abandoned. Seeing that this important work was not 
being done, the Provisional Committee felt it to be 
its moral duty to assume the responsibility for taking 
up transfer work also for the occupied territories. 
This work was first taken up March 9, 1916 and up to 
the end of April there was remitted to the occupied 
territories, with the co-operation of the state depart¬ 
ment, to be distributed by local committees, the sum 
of $65,388.45. This superior relief work, which has 
not the sting of charity in it, is done without cost to 
the remitters or the recipients. The cost of adminis¬ 
tration is borne by the Provisional Committee. Every 
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day the money thus transmitted becomes larger, and 
to date more than 15,000 people have utilized the serv¬ 
ices of the Bureau. In this work, as in the Palestine 
work of the Zionist organization, we see reflected the 
constructive aspirations of Zionists, who represent in 
Jewish life not only a repudiation of golus methods, 
but also an attempt to realize in every direction the 
self-emancipation and self-liberation of the Jewish 
people in golus as well as in Palestine. 


National Fund Flower Day 

LOWER DAY for the National Fund has become 
a permanent institution in Jewish life. It is not 
accident or caprice that has made it possible to 
establish such a holiday. The warmth and good feel¬ 
ing that attend gifts to the National Fund is most 
gratifying, but the feeling that when spring comes, 
when the flowers bloom, the holiday most appropriate 
is Flower Day for the National Fund shows what sig¬ 
nificance is given to the National Fund by the rank 
and file. Every year more volunteers come forward. 
Every year it enters more homes, and more people are 
stimulated to have Zionist interests by this holiday. 
It is interesting to note that in spite of the many relief 
funds and relief days and the drains made upon our 
people for the relief of the European situation, the 
National Fund bureau for America during the first 
year of the war collected $50,000, and this year, it is 
reported, it will have collected at least $55,000. 

The Philadelphia Zionist Convention 

HAT the Zionist organization has been able to 
maintain itself, and actually to more than triple 
its influence and membership during the period of 
the war, and at the same time discharge its enormous 
duties toward Palestine, is the best evidence of the 
inherent and moving power of the Zionist ideal, which 
causes its adherents to respond with sympathy and 
enthusiasm whenever a Jewish interest is affected. 
For the growth of the Zionist organization at the same 
time produces results in every avenue of Jewish en¬ 
deavor. While our organization has been growing, 
the number of Zionists interested in general relief, in 
Jewish education, in the Congress, in local communal 
problems this year more than in other years has been 
augmented. The Philadelphia Zionist Convention 
(July 2 nd, 3 rd, 4 th and 5 th), will register the advance that 
has been made, and will also decide a number of 
highly important questions which must receive Zion¬ 
ist deliberation. The demonstrative side of the con¬ 
vention will not be emphasized, and every Zionist will 
be asked to bring to the convention the best thought 
and experience of his group in order that the decisions 
arrived at shall lead to the best results from every 
point of view. _ 

Paying for the Privilege 

OR the privilege of denouncing the Congress 
movement, and the Yiddish language, and na¬ 
tionalism, Mr. Jacob H. Schiff has generously 
paid the Jewish Publication Society by contributing 
$50,000 for its Jewish classics. The contribution was 
announced before the speech was delivered. We, who 
appreciate the nationalistic propaganda value of the 
Tewish classics, are not embarrassed. No matter what 
Mr. Schiff may say about nationalism and Zionism, 
we are certain that any one of the classics to be re¬ 
printed will more than repay the damage inflicted by his 
speech. As a competitor of the writers of our classics, 
Mr. Schiff is bound to lose. 
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Chayim Nachman Bialik; The National Poet 

BY A. S. WALDSTEIN, PH. D. 

This article on Chayim Nachman Bialik, whose twenty-fifth anniversary, since his career as a writer, is now being cele¬ 
brated, is reprinted from the book on "Modern Hebrew Literature,’’ by Dr. li’aldstein, recently issued by the Columbia Uni¬ 
versity Press. We are reprinting this article, because it is a good characterisation of Bialik, the national poet, the poet of 
the woes of our people .— Editor. 


HE poems of Bialik are marked by 
pathos, loftiness of conception and ar¬ 
tistic beauty. Their pathos never de¬ 
generates into sentimentality, but is 
of a sort that, coupled with virility 
and strength of expression, makes a 
Byron or a Victor Hugo, and wedded 
to seriousness and loftiness of 
idealism, gives birth to the 
preacher and the prophet. And 
Bialik possesses these qualities 
in a high degree. He is, with 
the possible exception of Jehu- 
dah Halevi—a Hebrew poet of 
the Middle Ages—the most 
representative Jewish national 
poet inheriting the pathetic 
idealism and the prophetic 
seriousness of his people ; at the 
same time giving full expres¬ 
sion to the national grief, and, 
to some extent, to the national 
aspirations. 

Bialik’s poems may generally 
be divided into national and 
universal, each division pre¬ 
senting its own peculiarities. 

In his national poems, he only 
at rare occasions tunes his lyre 
to a joyous melody. His muse 
is not the bright being of 
Goethe’s poems revealing her¬ 
self when “Der junge Tage 
erhob sich mit entzucken,” and 
imparting to the poet her cheer¬ 
ful mood : “Sie lachelte, da war 
ich schon genesen; zu neuen 
Freuden stieg mein Geist heran.” 
reveals herself to our poet: 

“In a darksome nook, in mournful mood, 

And robed in garb of widowhood.” 

ft is a woebegone muse such as this that bestows 
her poetic gifts upon our Hebrew poet; his national 
poems are, therefore, sullenly passionate and elo¬ 
quently pathetic. 

It is not, however, a Jeremiah that we discover in 
the national ]»ems of Bialik, one sitting on the ruins 
of Jerusalem and helplessly lamenting the desolation. 
Nor is it a paitan (mediaeval Hebrew hymn writer) 
imploring the God of Israel for revenge against the 
enemies of his people. It is the fire—giving Prome¬ 
theus, rising to his strength and consciousness and 
tearing at his shackles, that reveals himself to us in 
Bialik's verse. It is the Jewish genius, who had been 
sitting for centuries, silent and hopeless, on the ruins 
of his people, but who has risen when the measure was 
filled and the misery no longer endurable, and has 
thrown the gauntlet both to man and God. Tn one 
of his finest, though obscurest, poems, “The Fiery 


Scroll,” Bialik chisels in verbal marble the image of 
this national genius: 

“On the ruins, robed in pillars of smoke, his feet 
resting on dust and ashes, his head weighed down with 
the burden of grief, he sits, mute and desolate, gazing 
before him on Jerusalem laid waste. The wrath of 
the universe is gathered on his brow and eternal 
silence is congealed in his eye. 
And one groan, subdued and 
deep, rose from the extremity 
of the world and rolled along 
and brake in the silence of the 
weeping. It was the heart of 
the world that brake. And the 
Lord could suppress his grief 
no longer. And he sprang up, 
uttering a cry that rang over 
all the worlds, and broke away 
from the ruins and came into 
hiding.” 

Such intensity of passion and 
dark mood of protest pervades 
almost all of Bialik’s national 
poems; but they rise to their 
highest expression in the 
“Poems of Wrath,” a series 
written on the occasion of the 
Kishinefif massacre in 1903. 
For obvious reasons, the main 
poem of the series, “In the City 
of Slaughter,” with its three 
hundred lines of heroic verse, 
can not be given here. Suffice 
it to remark that for passion 
and strength of expression it 
can be equalled only by the 
calamity it describes. An at¬ 
tempt is here made, however, to render the last, 
shorter, poem of the series: 

“I ween in weary night starlike will I be extinct, 

Leaving no trace of my grave: 

But Fumes volcano-like my wrath after me will emit, 

When its flames are subdued 

And continue as long as the thunderbolt peals in the sky, 

And surges rage in the ocean. 

O. would that your woe and distressing were treasured entire 
In the bosom of earth, 

And the wastes of the skies and the wastes of the field, verdue 
And stars therewith be watered. 

And live therein and quickened them and grow' old and be 
renewed and fade 
And again blossom with them. 

And nameless and formless and landless the outrage ye suffered. 
Shall abide to the last generation 

And voiceless to heaven and hell may it howl and delay 
The redemption of mankind. 

And when at the end of the world, the sun of justice deceitful 
Will shine on the graves of your slain. 

And the banner of falsehood with insolence skyward will 
flutter 

O'er the heads of your slaughterers. 

And the counterfeit seal of the Lord engraved on the banner 
Will dazzle the eye of the sun, 
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And the haughty feet capering and jubilee of festival lying 
Will shake your holy frames in the grave,— 

The splendor of heaven shall darken and the sun shall be 
turned 

Into a stain of your innocent blood, 

Cain’s token on the brow of the world and a token 
Of the weakness of God’s broken arm. 

And each star shall quake to his neighbor: 

Here is the terrible lie; 

Here is the unutterable sorrow 1 

And the God of revenge, wounded and heartsore, shall rise, 
And go forth with bright, flaming sword.” 

Bialik is preeminently the poet of the woe of his 
people; to the national hopes and aspirations he but 
seldom gives expression in his verse. When he does 
so, however, his vehemence of emotion is transformed 
into majestic sereneness, calling, like a deutro-Isaiah, 
for the revival of his people, inspiriting the vanguard 
of the national rejuvenation, and severely chastising 
the sluggish : 

“Rise, ye wanderers of the desert, depart from the 
wilderness! The road is still distant and fiercely rages 

the battle. - Barely forty years have we been 

wandering among the mountains, and in the sand have 
we buried sixty myriad corpses. But regret we not the 
carcasses of the sluggish, dead in their slavishness— 
leap we over the slain! Let them rot in their dis¬ 
grace, stretched over their packs which from Egypt 
on their shoulders they bore. . . The sun will re¬ 
joice to shed his rays for the first time over a mighty 
generation. Rise, then, ve wanderers and abandon 
the desert. . . Every one hear the voice of the Lord 
in his own heart. Proceed, ye pass to-day to a new' 
land 1” And when the response to the poet’s appeal 
does not keep apace with his impatience: 

“Verily, grass is the people, like unto a dessicated 
tree! Verily, a carcass is the people! For the voice 
of the Lord is thundering here and there, and they do 
not rise lion-like and growing on a knoll, barren vines, 
faded blossoms. Will the dew revive them? And 
when the clarion will sound and the banner be raised, 
will the dead ones awake, will the dead ones stir?” 

Bialik, is however, capable not only of vehemence 
of passion, but also of infinite tenderness. None of the 
Hebrew poets have grasped and represented so well 
the spirit of the Ghetto and its poetry as he,.and none 
has shown so much sympathy and so much tenderness 
of feeling for the departing spirit of the Ghetto as he. 
Read his “On the Threshold of the Beth Hamidrash” 
(the last resort of the study of sacred literature in 
accordance with Jewislt tradition), “The Midnight 
Prayer,” “The Talmudic Student,”—his first longer 
poem, by which his fame was established,—and par¬ 
ticularly the little gem of a poem. “In Solitude,”—a 
lament of the Shechinah, the old spirit of the Ghetto, 
at being bereaved of her children, whom “the w'ind is 
carrying off and the light is sweeping away” one by 
one. Read all these simultaneously with his other, 
passionate poems, and you will see how Bialik is 
capable of giving expression to the whole gamut of 
feeling. 

The poetic activity of Bialik is, however, by Vio 
means confined to national themes. It is true that for 
pathos and prophetic grandeur one must turn to his 
national poems: but loftiness of conception and artis¬ 
tic beauty we can find mainly in his other verse. Not 
that he is here infallible. His verse seldom attains 
the music of a Poe or a Swinburne: and in his de¬ 
scriptions of nature he at times overreaches himself. 
He is too subjective, too much the pent-up child of the 
Ghetto let loose, communing too eloquently with 
mother nature. He could hardly describe, at one 
stroke, a single mood of nature, such as, for example, 
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the famous little poem of Goethe, beginning “Auf 
alien Gipfeln” presents. Bialik’s horizon is too ex¬ 
pansive for a description like this, the flux and reflux 
of light and shadow too rapid with him, and his spon¬ 
taneity too vigorous and tod little restrained. He 
manifests in his nature poems a wealth of delightful 
smiles and metaphors and a richness of glowing colors 
reminding one of the Venetian school of painters; but 
these qualities sometimes mar, by their very profusion, 
the picture as a whole. Again, in his amatory poems, 
though manifesting a good deal of vivacity and deli¬ 
cacy, he is yet too playful, dallying too much with 
love to impress us with the seriousness of his passion. 
In his series of “Folk Poems,” however, there are some 
very beautiful love verses, of which the following may 
serve as an illustration: 

“Evening, night, and dreary morn, 

I raise my eyes to the clouds forlorn; 

Sweet clouds, dear clouds, tell me true, 

Is not my love yet come to woo?” 

The real greatness of Bialik as a consummate artist 
is, however, manifest in those poems in which he 
alights upon a central figure or idea as the theme of 
his poem. As such are, among others, “The Pigmies,” 
“The Lake,” and, preeminently, “The Dead of the 
Desert.” The first is based upon the fairy tale of the 
mountain genii digging treasures in the dead of night. 
It is a poem not exceeding seventeen quatrain stanzas; 
but in delicacy of touch and harmony of rhythm it, 
perhaps, surpasses anything Bialik has written. He 
here succeeds in shedding a soft, dreamy light upon 
the midnight scene and the dwarfs at work, wrapping 
both in delightful enchantment. “The Lake,” a de¬ 
scription of nature in May woods, as reflected in the 
waters of the lake, is a masterpiece both as regards 
imagery and scenery. Finally, “The Dead of the 
Desert” is a real creation of genius, both for grandeur 
of conception and magnificence of form. This poem is 
based upon a Talmudic legend concerning the last 
generation that had been in bondage in Egypt, and 
died, according to tradition, one and all, in the wilder¬ 
ness. The Talmudic legend, always fond of exaggerat¬ 
ing the mental and physical capacities of the Jewish 
ancestors, represents the Dead of the Desert as giants, 
whom the wrath of the Lord alone could strike down. 
They are stretched, sixty myriad strong, in a secluded 
dale hardly accessible to mortals, with faces upturned 
and bodies so hardened by sand and storm as to resist 
the talon of the eagle and the claw of the lion. They 
are, moreover, regarded as sacred; to touch their prop¬ 
erty is quite fatal. And Bialik, taking up this legend, 
has given it a universal significance, and has treated 
it with such dramatic power and artistic beauty, both 
in description of scenery and in majesty of verse, that 
the poem may be ranked among the masterpieces of 
the world’s literature. 

The poem is divided into four main parts: (1) The. 
description of the dead lying stretched at full length 
and in their whole strength. (2) A series of scenes 
in which the kings of the birds, beasts, and reptiles: 
the eagle, the lion, and the serpent, successively make 
vain attacks upon them. (3) The succeeding silence 
of the desert, followed by its rising, in all its desolate 
might, “to avenge the waste” that the Lord has im¬ 
posed upon it. and the simultaneous rise of the dead, 
in their grim titanic power, against the decree that they 
die in the desert and be not admitted to the holy land. 
(4) The desert is, however, soon appeased, and the 
dead return to their former state of passivity. And in 
silence, there appears in the distance an Arabian rider, 
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who, detached from his caravan, is borne along by his 
swift courser in the direction of the Dead. But, 
amazed, he darts back to his companions, telling them 
of his adventure. Whereupon, the Sheikh relates mar¬ 
vellous stories regarding “the people of the book.” 
“And the Arabs listen and the fear of Allah is inscribed 
on the faces. And they pace leisurely beside their 
heavily laden camels. And for a long time their white 
turbans gleam on the horizon and the hump of the 
camels gently swing and then disappear in the bright 
distance, as if they bore hence an ancient legend on 
their backs.” 

It is hardly necessary to draw attention to the grand¬ 
eur of conception which is apparent in the mere outline 
of the poem. One scene will, however, be rendered 
here, that of the attack of the serpent on the Dead, a 
scencc illustrating Bialik’s great power of description: 

“And then, when the desert grows faint in the noon heat, 

A tiger snake, beam-like, of the serpents gigantic. 

Crawls out to bask in the sun the rings of his tender, sleek 
body. 

Now he coils up in the sand, lies still, neither moves nor 
breathes, 

All melting in the softness and splendor, inhaling the great 
glory of light, 

And now he rises and stretches, and exposes his length to the 
sun, 

Opening his mouth to his brilliance, and gleaming in his gold 
scaly coat, 

Like the only spoiled child of the desert, fondled and caressed, 
he appears then. 

Of a sudden—up starts the serpent, darts from his place and 
crawls on. 

Gliding, writhing, and shuffling on the r ace of the sand heaps, 
the scorching. 

He meets the array of the corpses, ceases his hissing and is 
silent; 

Raises the third part of his body, like a column clad hiero¬ 
glyphic. 

Darts his crest forward, the golden, with neck stretched and 
wondering eyes. 

Scans from extreme to extreme the array of the foe in sweet 
slumber. 


And vast is the army and numerous the bodies there lying 
in repose, 

With faces bared towards heaven and brows knit fiercely and 
frowning. 

And the hatred, the ancient, deep cherished since Adam, up 
flashes ' 

Into green flame in the piercing snaking twain eyes, the fixed, 
And a quiver of ill passion thrills through him from fangs to 
his wriggling tail tip. 

And behold him eagerly bending, wrathful and all aflutter, 
Like a rod of muniton o’er the neighboring sleepers suspended, 
His hydra head with vengeful designing and viper-like hissing 
is curved, 

Quivering, wrathful, and glowing arc the twain swarthy forks 
of his tongue. 

Of a sudden, the serpent is startled, withdrawing his body 
the loathsome.— 

Startled by the calmness majestic and the -owerful splendor 
in slumher; 

Darts hack his full length and o'ertopples and writhes aside 
and moves onward, 

Hissing and hobbling and sparkling in the bright distance, the 
gleaming. 

And silence once more is prevailing; and stretched lie the 
mighty, unpestered. 

In the poems of Bialik we find the influence of Ahad 
Ha-Am’s ideas and of previous poetic productions, not¬ 
ably those of Gordon, as regards style and form. The 
influence of the latter is, however, traceable only in 
his earlier poems. When he began to feel the strength 
of his own wings, his flight became entirely indepen¬ 
dent of any model. His pathos, the vigor of his ex¬ 
pression, his richness of style, and the beauty and 
variety of his meter,—all this has greatly affected mod¬ 
ern Hebrew poetry. His influence has, however, bee’.' 
not only literary, but also educational. He has edited 
a juvenile as well as a popular series of books, has 
simplified the Hebrew Bible for the use of beginners 
and published a classified and modernized edition of 
the Agadic legends and sayings, and has done similar 
useful educational work which has served as a model 
for other writers. 


At the Talmud Torah 

BY VICTOR COEN 

What happiness and anxious care 
' ■ Contend within my breast! 

For many little children there, 

Their dark eyes unoppressed, 

With -wonder falter thro the toil 
(That marks our wandering) 

Of native tongue on foreign soil — 

What may their future bring! 

Yet strive we like a daring bark 
Whose honest timbers groan 
Beneath the storm, athwart the dark, 
With just our souls our ouni. 

0 Coins trials, and years of pain. 

Abuse of freedom found again, 

And custom’s sway o’er stunted brain, 
Your zvastes are sad and lone! 
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Yigael: A Story of. Merchaviah 

BY M. BERNSTEIN and NELLIE STRAUS 


ERCHAVIA1I. the first Jewish settle¬ 
ment in the Valley of Jesreel, had to 
be gained by force. It was necessary 
not only to Inty it from the Ef- 
fendi, but- also to drive away the 
Arabs, and to accustom the neighbors 
to the thought that it had passed for 
ever into the posses¬ 
sion of the Jews. For 
this purpose the pick of 
the young people who 
were in Palestine at 
that time went to Mer¬ 
chaviah, a few score of 
young men and women, 
including a woman doc¬ 
tor with a little satchel 
full of appliances and 
medicines, a “drug 
store” as they say in 
Merchaviah. These con¬ 
querors settled in the 
old “Hushot” of the 
Arabs, a kind of hut, 
the walls and roof of 
which are made of 
dried mud supported 
by twigs. In the mid¬ 
dle of. the settlement 
they built a house, a real 
house containing two 
airy rooms, with real windows and a door. When the 
house was finished, they hastened to mark the bound¬ 
aries of the settlement with a plow, for they knew 
that, according to an old custom, the first to do this 
practically possesses the fields within the limits which 
he has marked, and it is very difficult to get them away 
from him. Accordingly, they planted wheat along the 
boundary line, which, when it had sprouted, formed 
a living wall between the land of the Jews and of 
the Arabs. 

While this land still belonged to 
the Arabs, it was called Fullah, and 
was guarded, that is to say pa¬ 
trolled, by Mahmed F.ffendi, the 
sheikh of the Arab tribe living in 
the neighborhood, and by three 
other Arabs from an adjoining 
village, who were under his com¬ 
mand. When Fullah became a 
Jewish settlement Mahmed Ef- 
fendi came to the Merchavians and 
said to them: “My friends, give 
over the watching to the old (log, 
the faithful and experienced dog, 
and live in safety on this land which you bought 
from my brothers. You will then not fear the wolves 
prowling around your village at night.” 

The Merchavians answered that they would consider 
the matter and bade him again come in five days. 
When he had gone,-all the Chaverim (comrades) came 
together to discuss this question. They determined 


that on principle all the work of the settlement, includ¬ 
ing patrolling, was to be done by Jews only. 

But who was to take upon himself the responsibility 
of patrolling? The neighborhood was strange, and 
the inhabitants of the valley were famous as robbers, 
and not yet accustomed to the stalwart Jew able to 
defend himself. Merchaviah was the only Jewish 

settlement in the val¬ 
ley, and it was very 
difficult to get help in 
time of danger. In ad¬ 
dition, the sheikh and 
his followers would 
certainly not pass over 
in silence the affront of 
having his offer refus¬ 
ed, not to mention the 
disappointment of not 
earning the money. 
And then it would be so 
hard to protect them¬ 
selves. An Arab might 
hide in the tall wheat of 
the boundaries, creep 
after the Jewish watch¬ 
man, and shoot him 
without warning. And 
there, near the mill 
standing on the out¬ 
skirts of their territory, 
many Arabs might lurk 
behind the wall to rush forth suddenly when the 
watchman would pass on horseback, to surround him, 
steal his horse and his arms, strip him, and send him 
home naked; an insult worse than death for the watch¬ 
men and for the settlement. 

Now when they came to deciding w r ho should under¬ 
take this task, they turned their faces aside, and a de¬ 
pressing silence prevailed several moments. It was 
hard for any of them to face certain death. Suddenly 
the youngest of them, Yigael bv 
name, a tall and lithe boy of 
twenty, refined of feature, rose to 
his feet and asked, “How many 
guns have we?” 

“Five guns and ten revolvers,” 
answered the young man who 
had been put in charge of the 
weapons. 

“Give me a swift and agile 
mare, give me a gun and a pistol, 
give me a sharp Damascus sword, 
and I will be your watchman.” 

In spite of their low spirits a 
slight smile appeared on the faces 
of the settlers. To entrust the 
patrolling to this boy? To sacrifice him and to bring 
shame and derision on the settlement? 

“Comrades, do not laugh,” said the oldest of them, 
who had been chosen to administer the affairs of the 
settlement. “Never mind his age. I know this fel¬ 
low. He has never missed a shot. He rides better 
than the Rechobotians. He sjteaks Arabic like a born 
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Arab. And best of all, he is brave. He will never put 
us to shame.” 

“Who will go with me?” asked Yigael quietly, 
wholly unconcerned by both the laughter and the 
praise. 

“There ought to be two watchmen next to the mill, 
and two others on the opposite side of the settle¬ 
ment,” said the head of the “Vaad.” 

“Only two need go with me. I’ll watch on the one 
side alone.” 

“I'll go. I’ll go,” responded two of the settlers. The 
older ones had been put to shame by the determina¬ 
tion of the boy. 

“All right,” said the head of the “Vaad.” “You two will 
patrol the mill and the high¬ 
way on the further side of 
the settlement, and he will 
watch on the nearer side.” 

“No,” cried Yigael, “I my¬ 
self will patrol near the 
mill and the highway: it is 
there that the sheikh will at¬ 
tack us, and I want to tleal 
with him myself.” 

The settlers then dispersed, 
each one to his work, satisfied 
with this solution of the prob¬ 
lem, and proud of the courage 
of their comrades. 

Three days later they got 
Yigael a black horse of pure 
breed, swift and cautious, 
slender and agile. Two more 
days passed and the sheikh 
came again, armed from head 
to foot: a long dagger by his 
side, a big, old-fashioned re¬ 
volver in his girdle, and a bag 
of home-made cartridges 
hanging from his shoulder. 

Yigael went to meet him, 
wrapped in a resplendent 
black abaiah (voluminous 
robe), with a gleaming new 
gun over his shoulder. His 
beautiful horse followed him, 

trembling with excitement, impatiently pawing the 
ground. He opened his abaiah, drew himself up, and 
disclosed two rows of large cartridges crossed thereon. 

“My brothers sent me to speak with you,” said 
Yigael, “and this is our answer to the old watchman. 
We have young dogs, sharp of tooth, strong of nail, 
keen of hearing. Woe to the wolf who meets such 
a dog. He will meet him only once.” 

The sheikh glanced at him with his blood-shot eves, 
turned on his heel, and went away. 

- For several weeks the Arab did not reappear, and 
the settlers nearly forgot the whole occurrence. In 
the meantime they had been hard at work; the ground 
had been cleared and plowed, the wheat and barley 
had been sowed. The fields were already densely covv 
ered with green, and the wheat was proudly waving 
in the breeze. One evening as the settlers were com¬ 
ing home from the fields, singing gaily, they saw an 
Arab on horseback within the boundary line. He had 
turned aside from the highway and ridden right into 
the wheat. Yigael jumped on his horse, and in an 
instant had come up to him. It was the sheikh’s 
brother. 

“Masalaam, Ibrahim!” (So it was that the Arabs 
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called Yigael.) 

“Masalaam, Selim!” 

“How is your horse?” 

“Healthy and swift. And yours?” 

“Swallows the ground.” 

“What do you say to our wheat? 
grown!” 

“Yes, your wheat is high and thick. But Allah 
alone knows who will enjoy it.” 

“Who will enjoy it? We cleared the ground, we 
cultivated it, we plowed, .we sowed, and we will reap.” 
“No. This wheat will never become yellow.” 
“What? Will it be reaped green? (He pretended 
not to understand.) What shall we do with green 
wheat? Do you think we in¬ 
tend to give this splendid crop 
to our cattle ?” 

“It is not you who will reap. 
Others will do it in your 
place.” 

“Others?”, asked Yigael 
ironically, and carelessly 
opened his abaiah, passing his 
fingers over the two rows of 
cartridges. “Do you see? 
Here are fifty. The first fifty 
“others” will fall by my 
hand.” 

The Arab drew back a little, 
jumped on his horse, and mut¬ 
tered in restrained anger, 
“Masalaam, Ibrahim. A hun¬ 
dred will come.” 

“Masalaam, Selim.. Be sure 
to bring a hundred and fifty. 
We are three,” answered Yi¬ 
gael proudly. 


It was at this time that a 
wandering family of black 
Arabs came to Merchaviah 
with their tents. They asked 
permission from the Jews to 
pitch their tents at the verge 
The Jews consented, and more- 
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of the settlement, 
over gave them pieces of dry bread which had been 
left over from time to time, for they pitied these 
unfortunate wanderers. The head of the family, a sly 
and clever old man Abdul Aziz by name, became at¬ 
tached to the settlers, and was especially fond of 
Yigael. He would tell them about the doings of the 
Arabs, that the sheikh was inciting his tribe against 
the Jews, and in particular against Yigael, boasting 
that he would challenge scores of their “warriors. ’ 
The settlers were quite aware, however, that Abdul 
Aziz also told the Arabs of what was happening in 
their midst. 

One night, as the watchmen were setting out, he 
approached Yigael and said, “The sheikh and his 
brother intend to diminish the length of your body 
by a head.” 

“For what reason?” asked Yigael, feigning aston¬ 
ishment. 

“Because of your strength,” answered Abdul Aziz. 

“Have you a flock?” asked Yigael with a smile. 

“A small one, my friend. Nothing but ten sheep 
and a ram;—a bit of milk, a trifle of wood, sighed 
the Arab. 
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“A disaster is menacing you. Hurry to your tents. 
Your sheep have decided to kill the ram.” 

Abdul Aziz broke into a laugh. ‘‘You are a djedda 
(hero), my beloved. Behold, I go to prevent the 
disaster.” 

At another occasion he came to Yigael and said, 
‘ They have changed their minds. They will not kill 
you, but they will take your horse and your weapons 
and send you back to the settlement naked.” 

Yigael considered a moment, and then turned to the 
Arab. "Are there any mice in your tents?” he asked 
him. 

“Lots of them, Ibrahim. They eat up our cheese. 
They even gnaw the curtains of our tents, the good- 
for-nothings. But yesterday my son Muhammed 
brought a large and handsome cat from Djenin and 
she will strangle them by hundreds.” 

“Yes, I heard about that prodigious cat of yours. 
But I also heard that the mice had held a council, and 
had decided to attack the cat, to tear out her claws, 
and to pull out her teeth one by one.” 

The Arab slapped Yigael lovingly on the shoulder, 
stroked the neck of his horse, and exclaimed, “All the 
Jews are heroes and their horses are beautiful!” 

Again he told the sheikh of Yigael’s words, and the 
cup overflowed. The 
sheikh was unable to en¬ 
dure the boy’s pride, and 
persuaded the Arabs to 
attack him. This thing 
was rumored in the set¬ 
tlement. Yigael called 
his comrades together 
and said: “In a few 
days I shall be attacked 
by the Arabs. I don’t 
know how many of them 
will be on foot and how 
many on horseback; but 
no matter what their num¬ 
ber is, I assure you that 
I shall not give myself up 
to them alive. They have 
no Mausers,” continued 
Yigael, “but only old guns and revolvers; so if you 
hear the shot of a Mauser, you will know that it is 
mine, and that you must hurry to my help.” 

“We shall all come, Yigael,” they cried. 

A week later a reaping machine was brought 
to the settlement. Early in the morning, the 
settlers, full of curiosity, hurried out to examine 
it and to hear with admiring awe the explana¬ 
tions of the “machinist,” on of their comrades 
who had been in America. The machine was taken 
apart and cleaned, and in the afternoon it was ready 
for use. The whole settlement, including the women 
folk represented by the doctor and three cooks, gath¬ 
ered near the ripe wheat along the boundary. When 
the machine was tried and proved to do the work well, 
they began to sing and dance, and celebrated an im¬ 
promptu festival, the “Festival of the Machine.” The. 
sun had already begun to set when they joyfully 
started for home. Suddenly the sheikh, riding on 
horseback, appeared at a distance. He passed near 
the cut wheat, and without a greeting called to the 
settlers, “Many thanks to you for having reaped the 
wheat for us. You have saved us even this trouble.” 
The Jews broke into a hearty laugh, for they were in 
a recklessly festive mood, and with songs and dances 
hastened back to the settlement. 



But Yigael did not laugh. At eight o'clock, just as 
the settlers were sitting down to eat, Abdul Aziz into 
the communal living room, and without saying 
“Shalom,” hurried to Yigael, and whispered in his 
ear, “To-night.” 

“Not a word to anybody,” said Yigael, also in a 
whisper. He rose to his feet and followed the Arab 
out of the room. Outside a group of settlers, were 
engaged in a lively discussion about the machine; how 
many workers it would replace; how many days would 
be needed for the accomplishment of the work; how 
much its upkeep would amount to. Yigael went up 
to them. "You must stay awake to-night,” he said. 
They were anxious to know more of what was going 
on, but he remained deaf to all their queries. 

He went to the stable, loaded his gun, brought out 
his horse, and was on the point of mounting; but 
changing his mind, he put his gun on her neck, and 
whispered in her ear. “My beloved, to you I confide 
my destiny. And if my body, bathed in blood, falls 
into their hands, you must not give yourself up to 
them alive.” He kissed her between the eyes, jumped 
on her back, and disappeared into the darkness of 
the night. 

Abdul Aziz had told the truth. Yigael had hardly 
arrived at the mill, when 
he saw a rider coming to¬ 
ward him. 

“Who rides?” he asked 
Yigael. 

Yigael recognized the 
voice of Selim. “And who 
are you?” he retorted. 

“I am a watchman.” 
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“And I am a sechab 
(friend).” 

“There are no friends 
at night!” thundered Sel¬ 
im. In an instant he had 
jumped to the ground, 
grasped the bridle of Yi- 
gael’s horse, and stopped 
her. The horse reared 
in Merchaviah and t r ; e( j to f ree herself 

from him. But Selim drew her down with his power¬ 
ful arm. Yigael suddenly perceived that he was sur¬ 
rounded by Arabs, on foot and on horseback. 

“Get off your horse,” cried Selim. 

“Let go my bridle,” shouted Yigael. That instant 
he felt a hand stealing over the bag where his Mauser 
was. In another moment he would have been left de¬ 
fenseless. But he quickly brought his short whip 
down on the hand, with all his strength. The Arab 
jumped back as if he had been bitten by a serpent, 
and with his left hand drew out his revolver and fired. 
The bullet pierced Yigael’s hat; it fell to the ground. 
Then Yigael took out his Mauser, and said with a 
firm, steady voice: “Go away, or I’ll fire!” 

Selim, however, was certain that Yigael would not 
dare to fight against ten men. “Your gun is rusty— 
go and clean it,” he sneered. 

Yigael flushed at this offense. “I’ll count three, and 
then fire,” he cried wrathfully. If you do not let go 
my bridle at once this wheat will suck your blood!— 

One, two-three!” The thought that he must 

shoot the Arab under the arm passed like lightning 
through Yigael's mind, for he perceived that the Arab 
must instinctively withdraw his hand from the bridle. 

Crack, crack, resounded the Mauser. Selim fell to 
the ground dead. 
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Yigael felt he was free. He turned his horse to 
where the other Arabs had been, but they had all 
disappeared. They had evidently planned to surround 
him and to capture him alive. He looked toward the 
mill; three guns pointed at him. He looked toward 
the highway; three large shadows of men on horse¬ 
back on the dust of the road. “And two in the wheat,” 
said Yigael to himself. “If I run to the mill, ‘I’ll be 
cut off from the settlement. If I ride toward the 
settlement, my horse will stumble in the tall wheat, 
and they will capture us both alive. Let's go to the 
highway, and have a shot at them. I still have seven 
cartridges.” These thoughts flew through Yigael's 
mind. He turned his agile mare, and pressed his feet 
to her sides with all his strength. The faithful animal 
understood the resolution of her master. With a single 
leap she bounded over the fence and stood on the high¬ 
way. And Yigael fired right and left. Three riders 
crept toward him. One was wounded, the horse of 


the second was killed, and the third fled. Then Yigael 
bounded along the highway toward the settlement. 

Soon the sound of many voices singing “Hatikvah” 
was floated through the night, and the two watchmen 
appeared, followed by all the settlers, running down 
the hill in a long line waving torches. There was a 
clatter of horses’ hoofs, swift and light, on the high¬ 
way. Yigael met his comrades near the spot where the 
dead body was lying. He got off his horse, wiped the 
perspiration fiom his forehead with a corner of his 
abaiah, and with a tired voice, he said quietly: “I had 
hard work of it this time. Ten wolves came, but the 
young dog has piercing eyes and strong teeth. And 
without you, my beauty,” he continued, as he stroked 
the neck of his horse, “we should all have been shamed 
and disgraced.” He handed his Mauser to the Head of 
the Yaad. There were still two cartridges in it. 

"That was for her and for me,” explained Yigael. 


National and Personal Religion 

BY JOHN SHOLTZ 


HEN one begins to enumerate the vari¬ 
ous things that religion has meant, it 
seems almost impossible to arrive at 
a conception of religion that will sat¬ 
isfy all cases. Primitive man thus at 
first made a religious object of every¬ 
thing but himself and his neighbor, 
sometimes even making a sacred object of his wife. His 
religion therefore dealt with natural forces, magic, his 
ancestors, the future and death. As man developed, the 
domain of religion receded further and further into those 
realms which experience could not touch, and away from 
those which it did. Natural forces thus found them¬ 
selves in time without religion’s domain. The future 
began to receive treatment at the hands of the nat¬ 
ural and social sciences, which tried to forecast with 
some precision the outcome of given conditions. His¬ 
tory and science took up the past and rationalized it 
for us. The only religious problem of primitive man 
which may yet be religious is that of death and im¬ 
mortality. Other problems, however, have assumed 
increasing importance, especially those growing out 
of the activities of increasing complex social life. 
Thus, Ethics, the relation of man to man. perhaps at 
first a mere matter of magical formulae, has assumed 
increasing significance as a phase of religion. Simi¬ 
larly, the relation of elements in the individual nature 
to one another has assumed a vast religious meaning 
to-day, being especially emphasized by the Christians 
as of outstanding importance. 

There seems to me to be one underlying principle 
at work at the bottom of all these manifestations of 
the religious attitude. The science in religion deals 
with the unknown as opposed to the pragmatic known. 
The historical element in religion has to do with a 
past conceived as static as opposed to a fluid present. 
The Ethics in religion deals with the individual as 
opposed to the social group and with the various ele¬ 
ments of the individual nature as opposed to one an¬ 
other. What is there common but the attempt to in¬ 
tegrate and comprehend a world of opposites? Re¬ 
ligion is thus not merely crude utility or awed fear, 
or ethics, or personal salvation. It is the activity of 
the desire for orientation in a complex life, both social 
and personal. Religions are thus the crystallized ef- 
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forts of peoples to plant themselves into a tried atti¬ 
tude toward life and live the whole of it. 

Life is a complex thing. In the midst of it, the 
most necessary essential is comprehensiveness—view¬ 
point. * The forces of life crowd upon one another, so 
were it not for an inner will or ideal the human race 
would go adrift, now upon the shoulders of one im¬ 
pulse now upon another. This inner will or ideal is 
the religion of the particular organism-person, family, 
nation or state. In the strife of external stimuli upon 
our inner powers, religion has given symmetry 
through purpose, where without it there would have 
been chaos. Thus, take a particular person. He finds 
himself possessing certain powers. He can attempt 
to realize them all organically, and lose none of them, 
or he can be carried away by each of them in turn. 
In the first instance he maintains a growing personal 
identity; in the second, he is an apparently changing 
personality, upon whom neither environment nor 
memory have any effective hold. Now, if life were a 
thing which could be unrolled before us, with processes 
reversed, and with a definite significance to each ele¬ 
ment in it, it would be a comparatively simple matter 
to live. A scientific phdosophy, in fact would be an 
efficient guide. But where life is largely a matter of 
experiment, with novelties in store for us, and untold 
significance in the familiar things, we need an organ 
of experimentation. Since this organ must function 
for the interests of the whole organism rather than 
for a particular phase of organic life, its experiment¬ 
ing or presenting must be something in the nature of 
comprehending or integrating-at-a-distance. Religion 
is, in fact, such an organ of directive experimentation 
in human life, the “destiny of man,” the organic “will- 
to-power.” 

The activity of religion is thus a double manifesta¬ 
tion of a single process. Religion integrates the facts 
of organic living to one another, so that we have a 
unified organism. Involved in this, as the reversed 
side of this process, is the sensing of all things whose 
value is not fully known, by comprehending them all 
in an attitude which ascribes to each a significant 
meaning for the whole. Thus, the peculiar feeling 
with which we react to a religious object. Its being 
religionized is the ultimate and fundamental expres- 
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sion of a faith in its ultimate and fundamental worth. 
It is thus that religion has meant so many things to 
humanity. In the integrating of all facts of life with 
the individual organism, religion conserves the high¬ 
est of all facts—individuality. In trying to account 
for all the facts of life, religion has functioned as the 
initiator, the organic nurturing principle of civilization. 

There is another phase of the question. In a fluid 
life, wherein things tend to slip away from us, civiliza¬ 
tion must grow largely by the conservation and ac¬ 
cumulation of steps already gained. The static is thus 
a necessary half in the battle for a larger life. While 
this is so, however, humanity, in striving ahead, finds 
that the conservation of steps already gained consti¬ 
tutes a distinct problem, because of inequalities in in¬ 
dividual men, the instinct for self-advancement in sipte 
of precedent and the impulse of exploitation. It thus 
becomes necessary to some extent to make a fetish 
of the Past. The sense of the worth of the Past is 
expressed by being religionized, with the result that 
religion assumes a conservative pose. On the other 
hand, the equally regular inclusion within the domain 
of religion of the elements of the individual nature 
constitutes a reactive agency which produces periodic 
explosions within a rapidly-solidifying conservative 
life. Religion is thus neither essentially conservative 
nor essentially radical. But it is organic, organically 
indicating and stimulating the next advance of a col¬ 
lective life in relation to the whole of that life rather 
than to any particular clement in it; while, inciden¬ 
tally, the conservative and radical elements respec¬ 
tively, lend their moving force within that particular 
struggle for related realization. The function of re¬ 
ligion, therefore, is not to point to an abstract worthy 
life, but to continue a type of life in its own particular 
evolution in relation to all the facts of life. It is there¬ 
fore of different content with different types of life, 
or social groups, and with the same group at different 
periods in its history. 

Such a thing as a universal religion becomes thus 
an impossibility. The existence of such a religion 
would presuppose humanity as a single historic group, 
with the contemporaneous element of interaction be¬ 
tween the masses of all parts of the world equal to 
those enjoyed by the individuals within the separate 
historical or social group. But since it is from mere 
physical necessity alone true that the masses exist¬ 
ent in any portion of the globe are unable to live a 
collective life with the masses of every other portion, 
a common religion, the expression of a common col¬ 
lective life, with a common historic tradition, is im¬ 
possible. Diversity in religions will thus continue in¬ 
evitably, just as the plurality in individuals, each with 
his particular life and memories. Not only is it true 
that a universal religion is impossible, but that all re¬ 
ligions must be the direct outgrowths of the life of 
individual groups. Such groups must have behind 
them not only common physical descent, hut a com¬ 
mon historic tradition growing out of a common life. 
Mere birth is thus perhaps negligible as a factor in 
nationality and national religion. 

But now the argument turns back upon itself. If 
religion is a group thing, it has equally a personal 
phase. The question thus arises: “Must our per¬ 
sonal religion be always bound up with a national or 
social expression? Are there not elements in mv own 
nature which are naturally and by right objects of 
religion? What is the connection between the re¬ 
ligion of the group to which I belong and the religion 
which relates to my own personal life?’’ This ques¬ 
tion is indeed difficult, and is fundamentally impli¬ 


cated with the problem of present Jewish life. In an¬ 
swer, I must first briefly attempt to analyze the nature 
of personal religion. 

If we can imagine the organs and even the cells of 
our bodies as possessed of deliberative consciousness, 
and then picture them, in their efforts to live a com¬ 
plete life, as divided between the desire to become 
more highly specialized even than they are, or to 
attain the whole gamut of pleasure in undirected 
growth we can form some conception of the function 
of religion in human life. For the religious impulse to 
the organ or cell w r ould mean a yearning to be related 
to the w'hole human organism as the perfect kind of 
organ or cell doing that particular kind of work. The 
religious impulse would thus conserve both the in¬ 
dividuality of the particular organ ,and that of the 
whole human organism to which it is related. Re¬ 
ligion, in other words, is ideally the manifestation of 
the impulse to find your particular place in life. Thus, 
the individual himself is ideally a religious being when 
all his powers are animated by the single desire to 
realize and be merged in an individuality which will 
fully embody them all. 

But any organism is also an organ; it may not exist 
by itself, but only in relation to a totality of organic 
life which it logically implies and with which it is 
fundamentally bound up. Thus, individuals are bound 
up in each other; similarly, groups of individuals stand 
in varios organic relationships to each other. 

Possessed of reflective consciousness, each organ 
sees itself both as organism and as organ—an end in 
itelf, and as contributory end. As the former it tends 
to seek realization in universal terms; as the latter, it 
must select certain concrete goals and means. If the 
organism could see itself both ways equally at once, it 
would live its perfect life, for the two conceptions 
merge and flow into one another. But our conscious¬ 
ness is such that we inevitably cut and dissect things; 
so that we must see a whole truth in opposite halves. 
It thus comes about that when we assume a truth as 
matter of course, we look upon the opposite half and 
actually strive for and act upon it. 

In the conflict between the conceptions of self as 
organ and as organism, we thus adopt one and act upon 
the other. Wherever conditions are such, therefore, 
that one-half of a truth is constantly thrust upon us, 
it is in a prior conclusion that the other is assumed and 
quiescent. Thus, in the period of history when people 
were grouped in tribes, the individual was more con¬ 
scious of his tribal relationship than of his own in¬ 
dividuality, because tribal assocations were constantlv 
thrust upon him. When nations were evolved, the 
reality of the nation did not so thrust itself upon the 
individual because one had to go a longer distance to 
discover unlikeness—outside the nation. The individ¬ 
ual thus assumed the nation and directed conscious 
attention to himself; so that personal realization began 
to play its role. At this time, therefore, personal re¬ 
ligion asserts itself. The individual assumes the 
nation, thinks of himself as end in itself, begins to seek 
self-advancement other than the recognized type, and 
comes to look upon his personal life as a religious 
thing. His religion now accounts with self-realization, 
sorrow", failure, efficiency,—purely personal relation¬ 
ships. He now looks to his traditional religion. He 
sees it dealing with matters removed from his personal 
life, crystallized into a worship of historic forms. Ho 
thus begins to disregard it and to seek satisfaction in 
a more personal relation with the object of religious 
sentiment. When such an experience has become 
common to an extent, a revolution is effected within 
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the national religion itself to a better filling of the 
needs of a higher personal life. Personal initiative 
away from the national religion, therefore, has nor¬ 
mally proved a benefit to the total life of the nation. 
By breaking away, the individual has not cut himself 
off, but has normally acted as a stimulus to the group. 

So much for a nation normally situated. The indi¬ 
vidual is undenied member of a group, even though 
he deny the group religion. In rebelling, he has ful¬ 
filled his function to the whole group to a consequent 
enhancement of its life. If he had belonged to no 
definite group, or not considered himself as belonging 
to any group, his action could have had no significance. 

This individual, on the other hand, could not have 
really conceived of himself as a person. We conceive 
of ourself as persons only when we belong or consider 
ourselves as belonging to a group. 

Personal religion is thus a normal manifestation of 
healthy personal life within a normally-growing group, 
The social environment is here assumed and the in¬ 
dividual reacts to it just as he would under other cir¬ 
cumstances to the forces of nature. A vigorous, cap¬ 
able nature, which under other conditions might have 
braved nature or harnessed it in a new way, will, in 
a normally growing nation, assert himself in an orig¬ 
inal and unconventional manner with institutions. 
The individual has become differentiated from the 
group. 

Personal religion thus serves as the integrator of 
the elements of personal realization, and as motivator 
of the inner impulses to ethical conduct. It is thus 
concerned with the individual in his two phases of in¬ 
dividual and member of group. Personal religion is 
thus normally the manifestation of healthy individual¬ 
ization within the group. National religion, as we 
have seen, is primarily the conserver of tradition, and 
the organ through whose functioning continuity is 
maintained in progress, so we have concrete rather 
than purely abstract or theoretic progress. 

Let us now analyze the present religious situation 
of the Jewish people. We have said that national re¬ 
ligion serves normally as an organ of progressive con¬ 
tinuity' within the nation. But suppose now, a nation 
situated, so to speak, in an environment which dees 
not allow it to devclope healthily and function in its 
own way. It can do one of three things. It can die 
a physical death, or it can lose itself, or it can with¬ 
draw itself into itself in every phase of its existence 
other than the performance of these activities required 
to tide it over the unfavorable period as an identical 
organism. This last possibility is illustrated in the 
action of certain bacteria under unfavorable circum¬ 
stances, who go into a torpor akin to death, but re¬ 
sume healthy activity upon the return of auspicious 
conditions. By thus withdrawing into itself the or¬ 
ganism has conserved self-identity, whereas if it would 
have fully adapted itself, it would have had to do so 
at the expense of its distinctive individuality. The na¬ 
tionalistic character of the Jewish religion at the pres¬ 
ent time, with all its static quality and its emphasis on 
things apparently out of relation to the life in which 
we find ourselves, is but the expression of the Jewish 
Will—to live as complete Jews when the opportunity 
shall offer. 

The question now arises: “Concretely, wherein does 
the Jewish People find itself to-day in an unfavorable 
environment? Is there not in this country equal oppor¬ 
tunity for all? Have not a great many of us fully 
adapted ourselves without loss of individuality?” The 
answer, to me, is obvious. What is possible for the 
few is neither desirable to, nor possible for. the many. 
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This country offers opportunity to individuals, not 
to races. Yet, nevertheless, the masses who come here 
are pervaded and inevitably controlled, by forces which 
make for their being closely associated with a Jewish 
Nation. They leave other countries as members of 
the Jewish nation, and as such settle here. If it were 
possible to scatter them over the whole United States, 
so there would be no Jewish communities, there would 
be no Jewish difficulty. But it is in the nature of the 
Jewish question that we settle in masses; and where- 
ever there are masses with a common tradition, that 
tradition will be maintained to the very end of time. 
Even further, at the bottom of this fact of Jewish 
mass-life lies the Jewish National Will-toTive. The 
masses, therefore, in the Diaspora, will never fully 
adapt themselves to their environment. Their former 
social habits gain in authority through being religion¬ 
ized and in force through mass-living. Such a condi¬ 
tion can be altered only by the inoculation within the 
masses of modern skepticism along with the absorption of 
the substance of modern life—both spiritual and material. 
But such a process cannot go on fast enough or effi¬ 
ciently enough among a people with whom the struggle 
for existence, as transplanted organism, is fiercely 
centered on its lower phases, and with whom their 
distinctiveness is so ultimately complicated with every 
phase of their existence. Thus, to remove a Jew from 
hidden former social environment and habits of life, 
you must change his mode of thought, a thing which 
in turn can be accomplished only by the removing of 
him from the mass. Thus, the argument for assimila¬ 
tion turns in endless circle. 

But now, while the masses cannot and will not adapt 
themselves, there are a few for whom such a course is 
both possible and pleasing. These individuals find 
themselves surrounded by two types of social habit— 
the immediate Jewish and the larger Diaspora. Since 
the former restricts their activity, they try to realize 
their powers by fusing themselves with the Diaspora 
life. It is needless to point out that only a few of 
those who attempt such a life, are really successful. 
The majority of them remain bound up with their for¬ 
mer type of life to a greater or less extent. In reality, 
the tendency is to complete cutting away from any¬ 
thing distinctively Jewish. Thus, were it not for the 
retaining of the name Jewish, as referring to this num¬ 
ber, and a somewhat illogical recognition of some 
subtle relation with other Jews, this number would be 
in no way identified with anything Jewish. But now, 
while I have so stated the case with the Jewishness of 
this group, I must present another side of the question, 
distinctively bound up with the whole of the discus¬ 
sion. 

Throughout this whole question, the most funda¬ 
mental fact is the existence of social habits. It is 
through these that groups are distinguished from one 
another; and in turn the group religions. As far as 
mere logic is concerned, there is no reason in the 
world why people should have any historical associa¬ 
tions connected with their religion, if what one is seek¬ 
ing for is universal, or so called prophetic religion. On 
the other hand, if one pleads personal religion, one 
must recognize the fact that all individuals are mem¬ 
bers of social groups, which both make personal re¬ 
ligion possible, and which are normally the scenes of 
the conflict of personal religion with a crystallizing 
national religion. In other words, every one, will or 
nill, is a member of a social group. As such, the 
struggle for personal religion must have a direct effect 
upon the life of the social group within which it is 
taking place. Personal religion must result in a face- 
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to-face fight with a crystallizing society. There can 
be no personal religion which consists in seeking per¬ 
sonal realization through escape front the trammels 
of collective life. It must be distinctively aggressive. 
Anything which does not possess this character is 
mere subjective sentamentalizing. 

Let us now test the movement of reform by this 
test. The activity towards adaptation can not have 
a direct effect upon the masses of the Jewish race; 
except in so far as it causes the masses to recognize 
more clearly the anomalous position in which they 
find themselves. It is only negative in its effect. Test 
it now for effect upon the Diaspora life, and what are 
the results? 

As prerequisites to the contribution of the individ¬ 
ual to the social group, perhaps we ought to consider 
the following truths. One must have interests in com¬ 
mon with this group, be like-minded with them. He 
must be identified with this group, otherwise his work 
is looked on as foreign, and will have no direct reac¬ 
tion upon the life of the group. Further, the fact of 
difference from the group must be a privilege, and not 
something that is forced upon one and cannot be 
helped. Now, do the few among us who are seeking 
personal realization in the Diaspora come up to these 
standards? I believe they do not rise to these re¬ 
quirements. As we have seen, the difference from 
the Jewish mass-life does not involve an aggressive 
attitude, or any self-sacrifice for a higher ideal. In 
fact, their relation to the Jewish type-life as it exists 
is merely one of discarding the inconvenient. There 
is no idealistic element involved here. I am merely 
discarding my old clothes to get into new ones which 
will permit me to enter higher society. While it is 
convenient to discard the old, there is a distinct pre¬ 
mium placed upon adopting the new. There is here 
no expression of personality, but the desire to fall in 
with a system. Again, are the few here contributing 
to the type-life of the group? Are they not merely 
trying to make themselves like it rather than it like 
themselves? The question then arises, “Must our 
search for personal realization meet always with such 
futility? Certainly, we must consider an inner har¬ 
moniousness a sure sign of a good life. Must we not 
then try to obtain such a harmony by possessing a 
religion which will harmonize the facts of my struggle 
for personal realization?’’ 

Yes, the personal element in religion should nor¬ 
mally be the most dominantly impressive one to the 
individual. The idealization of the self should nor¬ 
mally be the highest expression of all religion, per¬ 
haps. But one must develop himself in conformity 
with the laws of development. One cannot have per¬ 
sonal religion, or personal realization, in a condition 


where he cannot definitely affect a distinct social 
group to a higher life. At the present, those seeking 
personal realization such as'the Diaspora offers be¬ 
long distinctly neither to a Jewish group nor to a 
Diaspora group. But their tendency is inevitably to¬ 
wards an identification of themselves with the Dias¬ 
pora. To attain personal realization, therefore, they 
must definitely ally themselves with the Diaspora. At 
present, they are suspended, as it were, in mid-air in 
the act of transition. 

There is only one solution to the difficulty. By re¬ 
moving the masses, the few would in time become in¬ 
digenous. They could thus fully identify themselves 
with the social life of this country, and, thus placed in 
a society with which they would be undeniably bound 
up, they could attain that measure of personal eraliza- 
tion which they are at present vainly seeking. The 
fact that there is a mass-existence here prevents the 
identification of the few with the indigenous life. As 
it is from this very mass-life that they are trying to 
escape. The masses, on the other hand, placed in an 
environment of their own making, will be also able to 
attain that ideal measure of personal life that must 
necessarily be now . lacking. A higher personal life 
would thus manifest itself in a personal religion identi¬ 
fied wth the mass-life rather than a national religion 
held to be authoritative, but unsatisfying. The only 
solution is the existence of a Jewish state in Palestine. 

With the shifting of the responsibility for conserv¬ 
ing the racial type and culture from the shoulders of 
all to a central state those Jews placed in the Diaspora 
will be more free to participate in the Diaspora life. 
For there is no doubt that even present day tendencies 
to assimilation are checked by a subconscious apprecia¬ 
tion of the fact that nationality must be conserved. 
However a Jewish State would allow us to have in 
our midst individuals such as all normal nations have, 
individuals who mix with other nations. 

-Situated as I now am among a farming people, I can 
see clearly how personal idealism and personal religion 
are distinctly the attributes of the man who is free in 
an environment which he feels is distinctively his 
own. A certain proximity to nature, and the feeling 
of independence and power that comes from getting a 
livelihood from nature rather than from the consent 
of some other man, or through an exercise of wits, is 
the greatest element in any personal realization. Give 
our masses Palestine, with a certain proximity to na¬ 
ture, contact with big natural force, and a type of so¬ 
ciety in which they can feel some ownership, and which 
is distinctively their own, and you shall see a blossom¬ 
ing of thought and art such as the world has never 
yet beheld. 
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Anti-Zionism—A Reply 

BY ELISHA M. FRIEDMAN. 


HE discourse on "The Crisis in Ameri¬ 
can Israel' 1 is the culmination of a 
series of violent attacks on Zionism, 
recently launched by the Rev. Samuel 
Schulman—at the occasion of the dedi¬ 
cation of a temple, then again as an 
article in non-Jewish press, and now as 
a commentary on the meeting in Philadelphia on the Con¬ 
gress. With Isaiah, whose universaiism the rabbi is so 
fond of misinterpreting, we feel "For the sake of Zion 
will I not be silent." For the sake of right action by the 
great body of Jews of this day in matters concerning 
all of time, it is of gravest moment that we have a true 
concept of Jewish life. Clear thought in the present 
crisis will affect the generations of the centuries to come. 

It is further necessary that all passionate partisanship 
be ruled out. We dare not emulate the reverend doc¬ 
tor’s example when he slurs an Orthodox Rabbi as "im¬ 
pertinent,” taunts a non-Zionist rabbi, sympathetic to 
Zionism, with “carrying water on both shoulders,” re¬ 
viles the good name of another Jew in terms of "dento- 
gogic speeches” while he offers a Reform rabbi, an ad¬ 
vocate of Zionism, the delicate dilemma of being "intel¬ 
lectually muddle-headed or intellectually disingenuous.” 
If the attacks were based entirely on personal animus 
toward those who oppose him, we should ignore the in¬ 
sults, and say inwardly, with the Psalmist, “silence the 
lips of them that speak insolently of the righteous, with 
haughtiness and contempt.” 

Anti-Zionism—Its Results and History. 

But it is because there are bound up in the position 
of the anti-Zionists logical fallacies and perversions of 
history; it is because the consequences of their theories 
would be a continuation of the disaster which trails cos¬ 
mopolitan Reform, that these attacks must be answered 
again. The charges of Dr. Schulman are similar -to 
those of the “Protestrabbiner,” Maybaum, Horovitz. 
Guttman, Auerbach, and Werner, a refutation of whose 
indictment may be found in Herzl’s “Zionistische Schrif- 
ten.” Nevertheless “in every generation do they arise to 
destroy us.” 

The Separation of Race and Creed. 

For their purpose anti-Zionists have conceived of a 
fracture of Jewish life into religion and nationality, and 
have for the purpose of suppressing the national element 
cunningly stressed the religious factor. So says this 
rabbi in various paraphrases, “Israel never was a nation 
in the modern sense. It outgrew every trace of nation¬ 
ality. Fourteen millions of Jews are unified by religion 
only.” 

A theory of this kind can pass muster in a Jewish au¬ 
dience only when it has suffered from a policy of neg¬ 
lect of Jewish education. 

The Evidence from Jewish Literature. 

To any one who is familiar with the Bible and the 
Talmud, who reads Jewish history in the light of social 
evolution, such a dichotomy is beyond understanding. 
The identity of the national and religious factors is 
shown in the bibical quotation. “Ye shall be unto me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” The Midrash 
has it “The Holy One, blessed be He, the Torah and 
Israel are One.” That such a division is unhistoric and 
incorrect is made manifest by the national character of 


the prayers down the centuries. Until the inception of 
the Reform movement all Jews prayed twice daily 
"Guardian of Israel, preserve Thou the remnant of Israel 
and suffer not Israel to be destroyed” (repeated as “holy 
nation” and "unique nation” substituted for “Israel”). 

Evidences from Non-Jewish Sources. 

However, since the rabbi may disdain such proof, 1 
would refer him to some non-Jewish sources. In a 
series of twelve sociological studies entitled "The Making 
of a Nation,” Charles Foster Kent, a teacher of the sci¬ 
ence of religion, and Jeremiah Whipple Jenks, an au¬ 
thority on politics and social legislation, developed in a 
very simple way the nationalistic basis of Jewish life. 
Lyman Abbott in “The Life and Letters of the Ancient 
Hebrews” revalues the Bible in terms of recent criticism, 
and shows how Israel in its normal functioning as a 
nation developed the Bible—a system of laws governing 
human relations in society. Wellhausen refers to na¬ 
tional growfh in ancient Israel in the statement: "The 
time of Moses is the most creative in Israel's history. 
The later prophets merely gave greater distinctiveness 
to the peculiar character of the nation.” 

The Evidence from Sociology. 

Nationalism and religion are not only inseparable in 
the case of Israel but are not even mutually exclusive in 
any case. Benjamin Kidd in his "Social Evolution” de¬ 
fines religion as the function of a social group. When Dr. 
Schulman says that the religious idea organized the na¬ 
tion he confuses cause and effect. One might as truth¬ 
fully say that a sermon created Dr. Schulman. 

Our entire theological thinking has been recast as a 
result of the growth of sociology. The doctorate thesis 
on “The Social Origin of the Synagogue” by Rabbi 
Mendel Sillier is an application of the science of sociology 
to Jewish life. The glib repetition of the term Keneseth 
Yisroel as an epitome of the Jewish church finds justi¬ 
fication neither in Jewish literature nor in philology. The 
Midrashic interpretation of “Shir Ha-Shirim” the Song 
of Songs, pictures the Keneseth Yisroel. the people of 
Israel, the Jewish nation, or the community, seeking 
after God. The word “Kenes” root of Keneseth means 
to gather, to assemble—a secular term, and is first ap¬ 
plied in the Book of Esther. The religious significance 
of the word Keneseth depends upon its association with 
the Jewish people, with the nation. The Beth Ha-Kene- 
seth, the community centre, according to our authority, 
was the prototype of the New England town hall. Truth 
transcends time. That this concept of the Beth Ha- 
Keneseth is correct is evident from its influence to this 
day in the founding of the “Central Jewish Institute” and 
in the projection of “The Jewish Centre.” 

World Progress Since the Initiation of Reform. 

Because the work of August Comte in the founding of 
the science of sociology did not influence David Fried- 
lander. Geiger and Holdheim, this is no reason for any 
scholar or rabbi to-day to reiterate the arrant nonsense 
about “secular nationalism being a destructive force” or 
about “the church of Israel.” Because in the mad desire 
for freedom early reformers needlessly bartered for civic 
rights the Jewish soul with its tradition and its hopes 
for restoration, shall we, after watching the failure of the 
vast experiment from the perspective of three generations, 
rehearse their folly? Let the cosmopolitan Reform rabbi 
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find a warrant for this divorce in facts, not in phrases, in 
principles, not in generalities. 

The Fruits of Cosmopolitan Reform. 

Early reform was an adaptation to the environment. It 
was postulated on the hypothesis that Jews could be Gen¬ 
tiles save only in creed and still remain Jews. Its aim 
was negative, its method destructive, and its result is 
extinction. Anti-Zionistic Reform is a church only in 
the prospective sense. Its destination is 7 lie church 
be it Unitarian, Christian Science, or that half-way sta¬ 
tion known as Ethical Culture. And as Nordau put it, 
‘AVer an dieses Ziel gelangen will, der findet heute 
geradere und kurzere \\ ege dazu.” The very fact that 
Jewish audiences or Sunday congregations tolerate such 
a dismemberment of Jewish life into Church and Nation 
is an evidence of that curtailing of Jewish education 
prevalent among “citizens of the Jewish persuasion." 
That the two most prominent reform temples have as 
their rabbis men born in Russia and educated under tra¬ 
ditional influences is an evidence of the spiritual bank¬ 
ruptcy that followed the artificial sectioning of Jewish 
life into creed and race. 

The Right of Cosmopolitan Reform to Parade as Religion 

Assuming even the divisibility of Jewish life into re¬ 
ligion and nation we deny the anti-Zionist his claim to 
religion. Will Dr. Schulman tell us specifically what 
does his religion consist of? How does it differ from that 
of the Ethical-Culturist or the Unitarian? What is there 
that would exclude the agnostic? The devil quoting 
scripture could not be more incongruous than a cosmo¬ 
politan Reform rabbi supporting his religion by quoting 
the Talmud, whose repudiation is of the very essence 
of early reform. Tovel ve-sherets be-yoddo needs but 
to be revised to read Tovel ve-sheretz bc-piv to expose 
the inconsistency of the Jewish church idea. To reject 
all that history and tradition characterized as religious 
and at the same time to seek identification with the sepa¬ 
ratist national religion "of the people of Israel after 
the Babylonian exile" is indeed a mockery. It is remini- 
sent of Rashi's comment on Genesis 26:34 Ha-Chasir 
poshet telufov lower re-u sh-he-am to-hur, the swine 
that exhibits his cloven hoofs and says “See, I am clean!’’ 

Are Reform and Zionism Incompatible? 

In spite of the ever increasing number of adherents of 
Zionism in Reform pews and pulpits. Dr. Schulman tells 
us that “Reform Judaism and Zionism are incompatible.” 

Dr. David Philipson also said that once upon a time. 
But Dr. Max Schlessinger’s jtowerful reply in 1907 dealt 
a death blow to this delusion. Paraphrasing Herzl, he 
said “Reform Judaism ‘will be Zionistic. or it will not be 
at all.’ ” The past ten years are significant of the will- 
to-live in Reform circles. 

For Dr. Schulman to attack non-Zionistic sympathizers 
of Zionism and nationalistic Reformers is indeed ungrac¬ 
ious. The credit that is due reform Judaism lies in the 
fact of adjustment to life. Not one adjustment in 1805 
or 1845, which is fixed with the seal of eternity by later 
conferences, but continual adjustment, creative evolution, 
if you will—in brief not Reform, but Reformation. 
This was and should continue to be the spirit of the 
movement. The late Dr. Schechter in his “Studies in 
Judaism" shows that the “general customs of the time 
forms the real rule of practice.” 

With a philosophy that is out of date, the rabbis of 
anti-Zionistic Reform pathetically cling to a shadow of 
their own making. With a “consistency, worthy of small 
minds.” they hark back to a doctrine which the social sci¬ 
ences have undermined, and which the subsequent devel- 
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opment of nationalism in the nineteenth century has dem¬ 
onstrated to be false. Conservative Reform Zionists as 
well as the not-yet-Zionists are the living heirs of Leopold 
Zunz and Zacharias Frankel and the “positive historic 
school.” The whole group of radical anti-Zionists are 
hoist on their own petard. 

Democracy and the Hyphen. 

If Israel of to-day as a distinct social group, outside 
of Palestine, in the various lands of the exile is to make 
any further contribution to human progress it is to be 
the mission, not of the individual Jew struggling for 
freedom, for individual non-conformity has many another 
champion. The creative and oppressed soul of the Jew¬ 
ish people is to teach the lesson, not merely of group 
toleration, idealized in an uninteresting Chinesism, but 
of group expression in America's great democracy. Here 
is a task taxing as much Zionist potentialities to produce 
new values, as Israel’s fortitude to live and transmit them, 
and calling for the exercise of the highest ideals of our 
republic, pioneer of human society on the frontiers of a 
new freedom. 

In using the much abused term “hyphen” Dr. Schul¬ 
man is allowing himself to become the dupe of mere words 
without investigating their content. The execrable charge 
originating among and uttered by Jews alone that Zion¬ 
ism and patriotim were incompatible was exposed as a 
miserable fiction, not by words, but by the blood of Eng¬ 
lish Zionists at Ladysmith. On every battlefield in the 
present war Zionists are disproving with their lives the 
hyphen slander; be it in Turkey, where Zionism and 
patriotism are synonymous, or in France where devotion 
to Israel is wedded to loyalty to the land of adoption. 
The bugaboo of the hyphen is the resurrected ghost of 
the earlier chauvinistic charge. It is a single track loyalty 
originating in a single track mind. 

I^tfayette, Steuben, and Pulaski were no less loyal to 
their respective countries Irecause of their sympathies for 
the fathers of our republic. I can see in my mind's eye 
some assimilated and long forgotten rabbi of the first Re¬ 
storation, may be a “Babylonian subject of the Jewish 
persuasion," dubbing Nehemiah. cup-bearer to the King, 
a hyphenated Babylonian. I can picture, though with 
difficulty, some mediaeval expounder of the “theory of 
the Jewish church.” or rather of the “Jewish mosque” 
branding Qiasdai Ibn Shaprut. the minister to the Caliph, 
a hyphenated Spaniard. We do not think of those Ameri¬ 
cans like John Wanamaker or Willem Hendrick Van 
Loon, who support the claims of Belgium and Poland to a 
renewal of their nationality as hyphenated, nor do we re¬ 
gard those Americans of French or English descent who 
unobstrusively favor the Allies’ cause as less loyal 
to America. It is only the treasonable activity of bomb 
throwers, firebrands, and spies that has cast odium on a 
section of our citizenry. And when this war shall cease, 
we may welcome, again, the maintenance of German tra¬ 
ditions in America, as we have encouraged, during the 
war itself, the development of a French culture in the 
form of the drama. 

The reverend lecturer identifies Zionism with the “mad 
nationalism that is devastating Europe.” If after viewing 
the league, nationally incongruous, of Teuton and Turk- 
on the one side, and Saxon and Serb on the other, he still 
persuades himself that nationalism brought on the war 
he might with advantage read the scientific presentation 
of the conflict by Prof. E. R. A. Seligman in an “Eco¬ 
nomic Interpretation of the War.” 

We wish to remind Dr. Schulman that the Congress 
resolution mentions nothing about Jewish national rights 
in America. The clause in question refers plainly and 
unmistakingly to those countries where nationalities are 
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represented as such. However, we shall pardon this 
oversight or perversion. 

In reference to the matter of our racial organization 
in this country it would be interesting to learn upon what 
religious creed the Bnai Brith are organized. And as 
for the American Jewish Committee, whether they be 
organized on a theological basis or not, never since the 
days of the first Restoration was there such a confluence 
of power and opportunity. It is impossible to conceive 
of a “Babylonian Jewish Committee” impeding Ezra or 
Nehemiah in their work of the salvation of the nation. 
The Bible tells us “And whosoever remaineth in any place 
where he sojourneth—strengthened the hands—that did 
build the house of the Lord, with silver, with gold, with 
goods, and precious things. (Ezra 1:14.) Herzl told 
Baron de Hirsch significantly "Es ist kein IVunder, ivenn 
dcr (Stoats mut ) uns bn La life verfolgensreiclier Jahr- 
hunderte abhanden gekommen ist.” 

It is to be hoped that, regardless of finesse of theory, 
some common ground for action will yet be found. 
Let us, veterans of history, view our problems from that 
perspective of history, from which personalities fade, 
else the Zionist hope may end in another might-have-been 
of history, and the world-wide emancipation of the indi¬ 
vidual Jew be followed by the general dissolution of the 
people, a phenonema we have unfortunately witnessed in 
part in the last few generations. 

Some Pertinent Asides. 

The attack on the Zionist leader in America is an ar¬ 
raignment of reform, for he is its child. It is Zionism 
that has brought him back to us. Like Moses of old, 
like Herzl of modern times, his interest in Jewish life 
came through non-Jewish channels. To characterize him. 
whose life is an embodiment of Micah’s ideal, “to do 
justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with God” as 
“shivering in spiritual nakedness” does not grace a rabbi 
whose own religious garments have shrunk to a fig-leaf. 
He is so enraptured by his own rhetoric as to forget not 
“to sit in the seat of scorners.” Instead of assailing 
him for the Teshuba let this religious rabbi rather follow 
the advice of Maimonides in the Yad Ha-Chazakah : “If 
a child be captured by the Gentiles (lost to the Jews'), it 


is meet that he should be caused to return, and that 
he be influenced by words of peace until he returns (to 
the Torah) completely.” 

When Zionism is made the butt of atttack by a promi¬ 
nent financier we are indulgent, for as Nordau put it, 
“Er lebt nicht von dein Judenthum, spndern fiir das 
Judenthum.” 

We are indulgent because the exacting demand of his 
vocation, along with varied philanthropic achievements 
made impossible the simultaneous development of a 
sound theory of Jewish life. To have been born in the 
shadow of the anti-Messianic conference at Frankfort in 
1845 is a handicap he has not been able to overcome. 
But despite his espousal as a “religionist,” his many activi¬ 
ties are racial or national, unless we do not understand 
the religious significance of founding of farm colonies, di¬ 
verting Jewish emigration to Galveston, or fostering the 
relief of Jews regardless of their theological inclinations. 
His practices repudiate his theories and the Jewish peo¬ 
ple are grateful therefor. But for one born in Russia of 
Orthodox parents, nursed al birke hatorah, we expect 
no less than a frank understanding of the movement 
which should thrill or everwhelm him. It is unfortunate 
that Dr. Schulman should constitute himself the op¬ 
ponent of those that stand for a great idealist movement 
that aims at perpetuating Israel in all lands of the exile as 
as well as in Palestine. Unless one knows Dr. Schul- 
man’s unceasing and splendid activities in Jewish work 
for the past quarter century one would have to say of him, 
as does Graetz of the false prophets in the time of Manas- 
sah. son of Hezekiah, “What cause, however bad. if en¬ 
joying the favor of the great has not found eloquent 
tongues to justify it, and recommend it as the only good 
one?” 

Let us strive for the peace which will give strength to 
His people, and look forward to the prophetic time of 
universal peace, symbolized by Isaiah when “Ephraim 
will not envy Judah and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. 
Then will he gather the outcasts of Israel and gather to¬ 
gether the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of 
the earth . . . And the earth will be as full of the knowl¬ 
edge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 
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REVIEWS AND COMMENTS 


Internationalism Versus Nationalism 

BY HARRY R. RICHMOND 

The April issue of the Hebrew Union College Monthly, 
contains an article on’ Internationalism versus Nation¬ 
alism, by Harry R. Richmond. The article hardly needs 
comment. It clearly shows how the Zionist ideal is grad¬ 
ually increasing its hold upon the educated Jewish Youth 
in America. It is of significance that the article was 
written by a student reared in the “Stronghold of Jewish 
Reform,’’ where Jewish Nationalism is denounced as 
heresy. 

. . ."The Jew, they declare (the opponents of Zionism), 
should not crav'c for a national Jewish state, because the 
Jew is to be an example for Internationalism. Rather than 
identifying himself with one peculiar land, the Jew should 
become the citizen of the world, thus teaching and demon¬ 
strating. by his dispersion, the brotherhood of man, and the 
ideal of Internationalism. With all due respect to the sin¬ 
cerity of this avowed mission, one cannot help but ask, 
whether our efforts in this direction have not been nearly 
exhausted in vain! Has not the Jew been the citizen of the 
world for nearly two thousand years? Has he not been 
found where he was not wanted? Has he not been the scape¬ 
goat of every ruler and country, driven about from land to 
land, pitilessly and mercilessly? And if the dispersion of 
the Jew, for nearly two thousand years, has not taught the 
nations of the world the brotherhood of man, but has rather 
generated scorn and hatred, exclusion and ostracism, the 
pale and the ghetto, what is the guarantee, that henceforth 
the nations of the world will come and bow in humility 
before the Jew, confess their guilt, and subscribe to his 
ideals and teachings? What are the symptoms and signs 
of such a glorious future? We still have social ostracism 
in America! We still have anti-Semitism in all the liberal 
countries of Europe. Russia is still persecuting and murder¬ 
ing the Jew at every possible opportunity! Ought not we 
judge the future by the past and present? And even if one 
should rise above the incarcerate present, see a distant fu¬ 
ture, and hope, with the prophet, for the realization of 
Israel's message. "One God and one mankind,” even then, 
what danger is there, I ask in all sincerity, to such a hope 
and vision, in the present effort to create a national state, 
for the Jews of to-day? Wherein does such a movement 
jeopardize the ideal of Internationalism? Are Nationalism 
and Internationalism indeed mutually exclusive? Or cannot 
Internationalism be exemplified by a country that champions 
and defends national rights? To me, America—God's great¬ 
est country—is the finest example of Internationalism, al¬ 
though it is the most jealous of national honor. America 
is not only the "Melting Pot" of all nations, races and 
creeds, but it is also the world's greatest terminal, which 
harbors within its bosom thousands upon thousands of dif¬ 
ferent nationalities, races and creeds, hailing from every 
country on the globe, differing from one another in language, 
customs, and manners, yet united by an invisible cord into 
one great American people. And surely no one would ac¬ 
cuse America for its insistence upon national rights and 
honor. Nay, some of our anti-nationalists, although they 
denounce bitterly the creation of a Jewish national state, yet 
fail not to defend in the same breath, the neo-national move¬ 
ment of this country, and to exhort our brethren to "Amer¬ 
ica first.” All of which shows that they do not attack the 
principle of Nationalism, per sc, but rather defend American 
Nationalism, while they censure Jewish Nationalism, and 
this paradox is carried on under the guise of a high sound¬ 
ing word—Internationalism! 

“There is still another reason why the Jew should not en¬ 
courage the rejuvenation of his state, because such a move¬ 
ment, they claim, would create prejudice against the Jew. 
The non-Jew, they contend, might because of such a move¬ 
ment, suspect and doubt the loyalty of the Jew of his native 
or adopted country, hence we must stifle every individual 
energy and ambition, lest the Gentiles would say—that we 


are an alien people. One recognizes in such an argument 
the weakness and humility of the Jew, his over-anxiety and 
over-consciousness to prove his innocence, all of which made 
his life history so tragic and gruesome. The Jew should 
assert his loyalty to America, at the expense of his National 
hope, that nourished and sustained him during the centuries 
of oppression and suffering. But why such a ridiculous as¬ 
sertion! Why should we at all attempt to assert our loyalty 
when no one questions it! Does the American feel the need 
of asserting his loyalty? Why, then, should the Jew feel 
called upon to assert his loyalty, and to prove that which 
is neither asked nor doubted? Why Should we seek to un¬ 
dermine our national hope when no one demands it? Why 
should we commit national suicide? Such a sacrifice would 
be in keeping with the cringing, begging, self-humiliating 
Jew of the Middle Ages, but is not the tenor of the inde¬ 
pendent, erect, and self-respecting Jew of to-day. The Jew 
is tired of what, "the Gentiles would say.” He wants to 
know what the Jew will say! 

"Coupled with the argument of probable prejudice, is the 
famous argument, ad hominem, advanced by our leaders, 
that affiliation with the Zionist movement makes a breach in 
our loyalty to America, and that one cannot march under 
two flags. Let it be frankly stated, that such an accusation 
is fraught with the greatest danger to the Jew in America, 
and elsewhere, and because of this only, the superficiality of 
such an argument must be exposed. Needless to say the 
Zionist movement was not born yesterday. It is as old as 
the hope of the Jew for his deliverance from Goluth. It 
manifested itself at different times, in different countries, 
under diverse names. Yet at no time was Zionism identified 
with disloyalty to a country or flag by any liberal country 
or people! 

"Zionism makes for disloyalty to America! What a blas¬ 
phemy upon the Jew at large, and upon the Zionists in par¬ 
ticular! Has this indeed been the character of the Zionists 
in the past? Have they been traitors to their country? Docs 
history confirm such an unheard-of accusation against the 
Jew? One need but turn to the pages of history, of any 
European nation, to see the unwavering patriotism and un¬ 
flinching loyalty of the Jew and Zionist at all times in what¬ 
ever country he made his home. How painful it is then, to 
see our own leaders, hurling denunciations of disloyalty in 
the camp of Zionism! No anti-Semite, however bold and 
relentless in his attacks upon the Jew, has ever accused him 
of disloyalty to his flag. But should one accuse the Jew now 
of disloyalty, we should not be at all bewildered. We should 
then know his sources; taken from the mouth of our own 
leaders! 

“Not only is the accusation untrue, but its opposite is 
quite true. The Zionist is a loyal and patriotic citizen of his 
country. Even in Russia, the arch-fiend of our people, where 
the Zionists are in the majority, even there, their patriotism 
and loyalty to Russia in its present crisis, their heroism and 
valor in the defense of a country, that persecutes and expels 
their aged, the widowed, and orphaned, is the noblest ex¬ 
ample of self-sacrifice and undivided loyalty the world has 
ever known. . . And w r hat is true of the Zionist of foreign 
countries, is unmistakably true of the American Zionist. The 
truth of this was ably demonstrated by, the chief executive 
of this country, who, in appointing Brandeis as Associate 
Justice of the country’s highest tribunal, proved beyond any 
shadow of a doubt that the great American Zionist is also 
a great loyal American, and worthy of America’s highest 
judicial honor. 

“The anti-Zionist propaganda, therefore, based on such 
or similar reasons, as those mentioned above, is destined to 
fail. Their opposition to Zionism is on a par with their op¬ 
position to the Order of B’nai B'rith, in its early period. 

. . . But the triumph of Zionism will not be the triumph of 
a particular institution for an economic or educational end, 
but rather the triumph of emotion over cold reason, the 
triumph of the spirit of the people over the aristocratic di¬ 
plomacy of the few, and the triumph of the people's ‘will 
to live an independent national life, over a gradual religious 
and national death, in the name of Internationalism.” 
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The Jews in the War 

In publishing these items of information concerning the part of the Jewish people are playing in the great war- 
tragedy abroad, THE MACCABAEAN does not wish to be understood as entertaining bias with reference to 
any of the belligerents. THE MACCABAEAN has always taken the position that the evils of the Jewish situa¬ 
tion are due primarily to the anomolous position of the Jewish people in having no recognized political sta¬ 
tus.—Ed. 


AUSTRIA. 

Jewish National Fund in the Trenches. 

The Jewish National Fund Bureau in Copenhagen has 
sent ns a number of interesting letters, wills and other papers 
from Jewish soldiers’at the front. The extracts given here¬ 
with will be of interest to Zionists. They clearly demon¬ 
strate how far the Jewish national ideal has penetrated. 

The following is an order issued by a Jewish commander 
in the Austrian army to the officers and men of his battallion: 

“Jewish Soldiers! The war has demanded many sacrifices 
and will still demand them, sacrifices of life and property. 
That the Jews of Eastern Europe, have been the most sev¬ 
erely afflicted of all, that hundreds of thousands have been 
deprived of any calling whatever and fathers of families re¬ 
duced to beggary, is perfectly clear from the evidence in the 
daily papers. 

“The national paper in Vienna, the 'Judische Zeitung,’ 
moreover the ‘Neue Freie Press,’ the ‘Xeuc Wiener Tage- 
blatt,’ ‘Dr. Bloch's Oesterrcichische Wochenschrift" in 
Vienna and the ‘Selbstwahr’ in Prague, publish daily or 
weekly as the case may be, the names of those Jews who 
have contributed towards the Land Donation for the Settle¬ 
ment of Jewish War Victims in Ercz Yisroel. We war¬ 
riors, too, must do our duty, we must assist. Let us help 
as far as it is in our power. Let each become a collector, that 
the Jewish soil in Palestine may be redeemed. I propose 
that we honor the fallen soldiers of the Rifle Corps by col¬ 
lecting contributions in their name. We honor ourselves 
if we commemorate our brethren who have died a hero's 
death for their fatherland." 

The effect of this appeal was electrical. No Jewish 
soldier refused to contribute towards the “War Land Dona¬ 
tion” of the JNF, .and thus the commander of one small bat¬ 
talion, could remit a sum of Kr. 216 to the Central Office 
of the National Fund in Vienna, with a promise of further 
remittances. 

How fervent and earnest the interest of the Jewish sol¬ 
diers in the efforts of the National Fund and the future of 
the Jewish people in Palestine, is, the many testaments on 
behalf of the National Fund drawn up by soldiers, demon¬ 
strate. All experienced the desire to co-operate in the expan¬ 
sion of Jewish settlement work in Palestine even after death, 
and in consideration thereof have bequeathed a more or less 
considerable portion of their fortune to the National Fund. 
Such testaments have been received lately from the following 
fallen Zionists: Lieutenant Alfred Kraus, Prague: Bene¬ 
dict Cohen, Berlin; Ludwig Meyer, Gnescn. Siegfried 
Dembinski, Hamburg. Thus a soldier in a letter of 
farewell to his parents writes: “My life has never been dear 
to me, because since my birth I have never experienced one 
single happy day. I only regret that I cannot sacrifice my 
life for my people. Should my letter be the last, I beg you. 
as soon as you receive the news of mv death, to sell all my 
things and remit the proceeds to the Jewish National Fund." 

An Austrian Reserve Lieutenant, Heinrich Freund, an en¬ 
gineer writes in his will as follows: “My savings amount 
to Kr. 4000. I leave it so that. . . shall receive Kr. . the 
rest is to be equally divided between. . . and the Jewish 
National Fund for whose ideas I have fought from my child¬ 
hood to my death.' 

If one reflects upon what the Jewish people living in 
belligerent countries have tried to do in this difficult time 
for the future of Jewish settlement work in Palestine, the 
demands made on the Jews here in America, who 
enjoy peace and live under undisturbed economic con¬ 
ditions, cannot be considered great enough. The means which 
the National Fund has at its disposal, scarcely reach to 
guarantee the maintenance of its farms in Palestine. More¬ 
over we must recollect that the National Fund farms play a 
very important part in providing Palestine with corn. The 
National Fund has also introduced relief work, such as the 
laying out of roads, sanitation of the land, construction o f 
laborers' cottages, etc., in order to provide in this rational 
manner, the unemployed laborers of the Jewish colonies with 
a modest wage as a means of existence. 
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GERMANY. 

Fate of the Jews in Poland in the Hands of the German 
Assimilators. 

The question whether Germany should open its doors 
wide for free intercourse with the people of the newly ac¬ 
quired territories in Poland is noiw agitating the minds not 
only of the government and military authorities, but also of 
the German Jews as well. The Zionists strongly favor 
complete freedom of movement for the Jew's of Poland 
urging that Polish Jews be permitted tQ enter Germany 
and settle anywhere in Germany, without any hindrance. 
On the other hand, the Germanized Jews, the members of 
the Central Organization of German Citizens of the Jewish 
Religion, arc not very much pleased with the prospect of 
having to be classed with the much “despised'’ Pollack. In 
a recent issue of “Im Deutchen Reich,” the organ of the 
organization, Dr. Kurt Alexander speaks at great length on 
the subject, endeavoring to prove the dangers that may beset 
German Jews by a policy of the open door for the Poles. 
His main thesis is that the admission of the Polish Jews to 
Germany will work injury to the -western Jew-, in so far as it 
will prejudice the mind of his Christian brother against him. 
The expression is made that the “eastern" Jews must first 
become assimilated to German culture and ideals before they 
are admitted into Germany proper. This line of argument 
is naturally resented by the nationalist Jews and in the cur¬ 
rent issue of the Juedische Rundschau, the organ of the 
Zionist organization of Germany, the leading article is de¬ 
voted to a refutation of the arguments of Dr. Alexander. 

Necessity, however, apparently does not wait for syl¬ 
logisms and argumentations, but proceeds along its own lines. 
While these debates and discussions are being carried on in 
the press, about 15.000 Polish Jew's have already emigrated 
into Germany, and in this they are assisted not only by Ger¬ 
man manufacturers and laborers, but also by the German 
government. 



A Jewish Newsdealer in Lodz 

Courtesy of tlie Hebrew Standard Sketched by Hermann Struck 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 




THE MACCABAEAN FOR MAY 


115 


POLAND. 

Distinct Jewish National Rights, the Zionist Demand. 

In Warsaw a conference of the leaders of the Jewish 
community was held recently, with the purpose of formulat¬ 
ing the demands of the Jewish community at the time when 
a peace conference will be convened. Dr. Bodcnheimer, the 
head of the Jewish National Fund Bureau, was present, and 
several other leading Jews of Germany. The Warsaw Jews 
declared that they have decided to ash no more than autono¬ 
mous cultural rights, so "that they may be permitted to live 
as Jews and educate their children in a Jewish manner, with¬ 
out outside hindrances. The Zionists and Jewish national¬ 
ists were not satisfied with these demands, and insisted 
upon ashing for distinct Jewish national rights as well. 


RUSSIA. 

Jews too Shrewd to be Allowed to “Control” Education in 
Russia. 

Mr. M. F.. Egoroff, foreign editor of the “Xovoe Vrcmya” 
recently gave an interview to a representative of the Jewish 
Chronicle,” in which he sought to justify the educational 
restrictions of the Russian Jews, on the ground that if all 
non-Jews can not be educated the Jews shall not be either. 
The vice of this argument is its assumption that the Jew of 
Russia is not a normal and patriotic subject of the Czar, in 
spite of the fact that thousands of Jews are shedding their 
blood in the Russian army. 

The following is an extract of his interview: 

“The Jewish question,” he began, ‘ has nothing to do with 
foreign politics. It is more complicated than you think. The 
crux of it is the education question. There is no oppor¬ 
tunity in Russia to give education to everybody. Of a pop¬ 
ulation of 160.000,000, only 20,000,000 live in the cities, and 
140,000,000 belong to the peasant class. There is no pos¬ 
sibility of sending the children of this enormous peasant 
class to high schools. That is what 1 mean when I say that 
the internal conditions of Russia cannot be compared for a 
moment with the conditions prevailing in other countries. As 


a matter of fact, the circumstances are reversed. Since we 
cannot properly educate millions of our own children, it is 
impossible to give equal rights or preference to Jewish 
children. If equal rights were given, Jews would be able to 
occupy positions connected with the control of education 
and the professions would eventually be unequally repre¬ 
sented as between native and Jews. 1 stand for real equality. 
I do not want to expel the son of a Russian peasant from 
school because he happens to be slow and to give his place 
to a German or Jewish child because lie is shrewder.” 

* * * 

Russian Liberality. 

The attitude of the I.iberal coalition in the Duma to the 
interpellation of Dr. Bomash. regarding the false accusations 
against Jews that are being propagated by government offi¬ 
cials is strongly resented by leading Jews all over Russia. 
The manifesto issued by several Jewish leaders of Moscow, 
among whom were a number of prominent Zionists such as 
I. Tchlenow, member of the Inner Actions Committee, I. A. 
Neidilch, L. W. Zeitlin, and B. R. Jacobson, deputy of the 
first Duma, demanding of the Jewish deputies to sever all 
relations with the Liberal coalition, has received the support 
of many Jewish groups and organizations throughout the 
Empire. At a meeting of the South Russia Relief Commit¬ 
tee. recently held in Poltava, a resolution was adopted call¬ 
ing upon the deputies to leave the Liberal coalition and pro¬ 
testing against the withdrawal of the interpellation from the 
Duma. A similar resolution was adopted by the Jewish stu¬ 
dents body in Saratov and in other places. 

On the other hand, Mr. Weinstein, member of the Im¬ 
perial Council, in an interview published in “Novi Put,” a 
Russian magazine, advised against such a step on the part 
of the Duma deputies. He said that as little as the Liberals 
may now wish to do for the Jews, it is still advisable for 
the Jews to stand for them. The Jews dare not give up 
hope, oven at the present time, and their leader must always 
be on the alert and constantly remind the Russian people 
of the existence of a Jewish problem. He also mentioned 
that he is preparing shortly to touch upon the question at 
the meeting of the Imperial Council. 


YOUNG JUDAEA ACTIVITIES 


Young Judaea Convention. 

The National Convention of Young Judaea will be held 
at Long Branch, N. J., from July 8th to the 10th. Head¬ 
quarters will be established at the Scarboro Hotel and ses¬ 
sions will be held in the Casino of the hotel, a building at¬ 
tached to the hotel proper. Accommodations for fifty or 
more of the younger delegates will be made in the homes of 
the local Young Judaeans. In connection with the Conven¬ 
tion, an exhibition of the work of Young Judaeans will be 
held; announcement of the awards will also be at the Con¬ 
vention made for the annual nrizc essay contest. A session 
at the Convention of the Federation of American Zionists 
will be devoted to a Conference of the Young Judaea leaders 
and workers that will attend at the Philadelphia Convention. 
* * * 

Passover Gatherings. 

Another large series of gatherings was held in New York 
on Sunday morning, April 23rd, in celebration of the festi¬ 
val of Passover. Seventeen gatherings were held throughout 
the city in theatres donated for the purpose by local theatri¬ 
cal managers. The gatherings were held under the auspices 
of local congregations and Hebrew schools and was attended 
by about 35,000 children. 

* * * 

Three entertainments were also held in Philadelphia under 
the auspices of the local organization on Thursday morning, 
April 20th. The largest of these was held at the Broadway 
Theatre in West Philadelphia, and the third at the Montcfiore 
Congregation in North Philadelphia. 

* * * 

Leaders’ Bulletin. 

The Leaders' Bulletin of Young Judaea containing ar¬ 
ticles on special problems connected with leadership is being 
issued regularly each month under the editorship of Dr. S. 
T. Hurwitz. The May issue will give special attention to 
the subject of organization and club leadership. Annual sub¬ 
scription to the Bulletin is fifty cents. 
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Young Judaea Directory. 

A Young Judaea Directory and Year Book is being ar¬ 
ranged to include the history of organization, a full state¬ 
ment of its aims and activities, reports from its officers and 
department chairmen, a Y'oung Judaea Calendar, lists of suit¬ 
able readings, and reports from the direct organizations, 
councils, and individual clubs. The entire cost will be met 
by advertisements and space will be granted to the. coun¬ 
cils and clubs in proportion to the support in this direction. 

* * * 

Emergency Fund. 

Many of the clubs have given particular consideration to 
the support of the Emergency Fund during the year. Special 
mention should be made of the Y'oung Judaeans of Mem¬ 
phis, Tcnn., who contributed $15.00; the Young Judaea Club 
of Nashville, Tenn., $5.00; the Hadassah Club of Lower Man¬ 
hattan, $14.00; the Y’oung Maccabees of Bangor, Me., $ro.oo; 
the Buds of Zion, Charlestown, Mass., 15.00; the Children’s 
Relief Fund, Newburyport, Mass., $40.00; the Y'oung Ju¬ 
daeans of Newport, Ky.. $5.00; the Pride of Zion. Baltimore, 
Md., $5.00; the Y'oung Zionist Club of Lower Manhattan, 
$40.00; and the Glory Sons of Zion, Brownsville, $12.00. 

* * * 

Flower Day. 

Arrangements are in full swung for the observance of 
Flower Day on May 21st. In New Y'ork City a call has been 
issued for 1,000 volunteers, of sixteen years and above. Head¬ 
quarters have been established in each district of the city 
under the local supervisors. For the purpose of stirring up 
interest and creating a friendly rivalry, an award will be 
made of a dunam of land to the club in each district secur¬ 
ing the largest collection and an Olive Grove in the Hcrzl 
Forest will be awarded to the District Organization secur¬ 
ing the largest total in the city. 
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The Zionist Movement 

A MONTHLY REVIEW OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY 

Readers of The Maccabaean are asked to send news of Zionist activities for publication in this department. All 
communications should be addressed: Managing Edito r, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

The Bezalel in Wartime 

When the war broke out, the opinion prevailed that the 
workshops of the Bezalel, the famous Jewish School of Arts 
and Handicrafts in Jerusalem, might not be able to weather 
the crisis occasioned by the war. The workshops, however, 
are maintained and are continuing their work satisfactorily. 

The financial question during the war has been settled 
by continued relief grants from the Society “Bezalel’ and 
by a monthly loan of $600.00, granted by the Provisional 
Committee which is to be paid back after the war by the 
sale of the products, which are being stored up in Jerusalem. 

After Mr. Lazar Strich entered, in summer, 1914, upon 
the technical management of the workshops, the products, 
especially the silver products, have improved. The great 
stocks of raw material, which were in the possession of the 
workshops at the outbreak of the war, have proved sufficient 
to provide for them for almost the whole first year of the 
war. They are now buying the most necessary materials 
in the country itself or, as far as possible, try to get it from 
foreign countries. Although the number of workmen and 
the time of work had to be limited, the workshops suc¬ 
ceeded in paying for wages alone the first 14 months of the 
war, the sum of 35187.38 fres. 

Through the efforts of Professor Boris Schatz, the in¬ 
struction at the trade school in Jerusalem has been continued 
during the war, and in spite of the fact that the budget had 
to be reduced for the period of the war, it still amounts 
to 20,000 fres. for the year. At present, teachers as well as 
pupils arc, among other things, occupied with producing an 
“Oron Kodeslf’ of copper, stone, ivory and enamel, this 
promising to become a masterpiece in the realm of syna- 
gogal art. Teachers and pupils have joined in buying the 
materials necessary for this work. 

To accommodate those pupils who are not able to get 
their usual support from their parents, who live in the war 
zone, Professor Schatz succeeded in establishing a soup 
kitchen. 

Having been able to maintain the "Bezalel’ in Jerusalem 
during the first twenty war months, it is now our duty to 
maintain it till the advent of peace. This, however, will 
only be possible if the many friends of the Bezalel who have 
stood by it in peace times for so many years, will now also 
remain its friends till the crisis is over. It will mostly de¬ 
pend upon their co-operation, whether the Bezalel will be 
able to weather the world-war and to restart its task ener¬ 
getically after the restoration of normal conditions. 

The Economic Condition of the Jewish Colonies. 

Among the colonies in Samaria, the colony Chedera is 
now in a rather favorable condition. Though the plantations 
of the colony suffered very much from the locusts, the fact 
that the main branch of activity of this colony is mixed 
farming afforded some compensation for the losses sustained 
by the plantations. The colonies were in possession of food 
for themselves and their cattle and the}' have been able to 
sell the surplus crop at favorable prices. They also obtained 
a considerable income by usin~ their teams for transport 
purposes. In Galilee the colonists are compelled to work at 
road making, which causes them not only a great loss in the 
actual expenditure of time and energy, but also a serious 
interruption just at the time of preparing the soil for the 
new seed at seed time. The Judaean colonies, with but few 
exceptions, brought no returns at all, because of the de¬ 
struction of the crops by the locusts. In Petach Tikwah, 
the only one among the Judaean colonies that was spared 
by the locusts, the orange plantations brought rather favor¬ 
able returns and the prices obtained for them have been 
much higher than those realized in former years for export. 

The workmen’s families suffer severely from lack of food. 
It is a usual occurrence for workingmen to be without food 
for one or two days a week. Owing to the insufficient "nour¬ 
ishment, the mortality has greatly increased. The report of 
the Clievra Kadishah of Jerusalem is most alarming. In the 
course of 14 days 14 of the 200 Yemenite Jews in Chedera 
died. Most of these suffered from tuberculosis and their 
death was hastened by the present conditions. 
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Help is asked for in all towns and by all classes of the 
population. It is estimated that 75,000 francs per month are 
needed to maintain the productive settlements as well as the 
poor of Jerusalem from ruin. 


ZIONIST ACTIVITIES ABROAD 

ARGENTINE. 

Zionist Federation Raises $31,000 for the Relief of the 
Jews of Europe and Palestine. 

Due to the efforts of the Zionist Federation of Argen¬ 
tine Republic collections have been made energetically for 
the relief of Jewish war sufferers. To date they have col¬ 
lected $31,000 which has been distributed as follows: 35% 
for Russian Relief, 35% for relief of Jews in the territories 
occupied by Germany and Austria, 10% for Galician relief, 
and 20% for Palestinian relief. 

The last remittance of $10,000 was forwarded on March 
20th, of which about one-half was the result of a Flower Day 
conducted by the Central Committee of Jewish Women as 
an adjunct to the Jewish Congress which took place Feb¬ 
ruary 28th. There was also included the sum of $208.00 col¬ 
lected by the Arbeiter Bibliotheque of Rosario. 

The various activities in Argentine recently undertaken, 
as for instance, the Flower Day, The Congress, etc., have 
been largely due to the initiative of the Zionists. 

The Provisional Committee has apportioned and for¬ 
warded the various moneys, in accordance with the requests 
and instructions of the Argentine Committee. 


BRAZIL. 

Zionist Activities in Brazil. 

Rio de Janeiro—The Tiphcreth Zion Society here is con¬ 
ducting an energetic Shekel campaign and it is expected that 
the sale of Shekolinr this year will exceed all previous 
years. The society is also active in the relief work for the 
Jews in Europe. On a Flag Day, held April 16th, organized 
by the Tiphcreth Zion, $1,500 was collected for general re¬ 
lief. At a recent meeting of the Tiphercth Zion the ques¬ 
tion of Palestine relief was discussed and it was decided 
that special attention be given to the Emergency Fund, and 
it was further decided that all moneys collected for this fund 
be forwarded immediately to the Provisional Committee. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

“Declaration Day.” 

In a previous issue of The Maccabaean we reported 
that the English Zionist Federation is contemplating to 
gather signatures endorsing the Basle programme. It was 
intended to show that the strength of opinion in favor of 
Zionism in England has been considerably underestimated. 
Reports that reached us now show that many thousand 
names have already been collected. The Propaganda Com¬ 
mittee of the English Zionist Federation has now fixed Sun¬ 
day, June 4th, as a special ‘Declaration Day,” on which com¬ 
mittees will go out collecting signatures. It is anticipated 
that the signatures to the Declaration will show that the 
Zionist movement has a great hold upon the Jewish masses 
in Great Britain. It is probable that the work of collecting 
signatures for the Declaration will be extended to the Brit¬ 
ish over-seas dominions. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

Emergency Fund. 

The Provisional Committee has received, through Mr. 
Percy Cowen. General Secretary for the Relief F'und for 
Jewish War Victims of British and Allied Nations and 
Palestinian Jews, $1,550 to be used for relief in Palestine. 
This Relief Fund operates mainly in the Transvaal, with 
branches throughout that section and also in the Orange 
Free State. 


GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

Annual Convention of the Federation of American Zionists. 

The annual convention of the Federation of American 
Zionists will he held in Philadelphia, opening on July sec- 

Origirval from 

UNIVERSltY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 





THE MACCABAEAN FOR MAY 


117 


ond and continuing over July fourth. The Hadassah will 
also hold its convention during the same period in the same 
city. The Federation will this year take up at its conven¬ 
tion a number of important questions that require the de¬ 
liberate consideration of all active Zionists. lhe delegates 
will not be distracted by public demonstration, or diversions. 
This convention will outline plans as how to effectively fasten 
the Zionist grip upon the organized form of Jewish life, 
and work so that the Zionist ideal becomes the ideal of all 
American Jewry. 

Six Hundred Organizations are Making Elaborate 
Arrangements for Flower Day. 

The Jewish National Fund Bureau reports that the fol¬ 
lowing cities, representing over six hundred Zionist organ¬ 
izations, are making elaborate arrangements for Flower 
Day, May ’1st: Alabama: Birmingham. California: Los 
Angeles. Colorado: Denver. Connecticut: Bridgeport, 
Hartford, Meriden, New Britain, New Haven, New London, 
Norwich, Stamford, Waterbury. District Columbia: Wash¬ 
ington. Florida: Jacksonville. Georgia: Atlanta, Macon. 
Illinois: Chicago. Indiana: Indianapolis. Iowa: Sioux 

City. Kentucky: Newport. Louisiana: New Orleans. 
Maine: Portland. Maryland: Baltimore. Massachusetts: 
Brockton, Chelsea, Haverhill, Holyoke, Lowell, Lynn, Mal¬ 
den, Norwood, Revere, Springfield, Southbridgc, Worcester, 
Pittsfield. Missouri: Kansas City, St. Louis. Michigan: 
Detroit. Minnesota: Duluth, Minneapolis. Montana: Butte. 
Nebraska: Lincoln, Omaha. New Flampshirc: Nashua, 

Portsmouth. New Jersey: Bayonne, Elizabeth, Jersey City, 
•Newark, New Brunswick, Orange, Passaic, Paterson, Perth 
Amboy, Plainfield, Sommerville, Trenton, Woodbine. New' 
York: Buffalo, Elmira, New York, Schenectady, Utica, Yon¬ 
kers, Kingston, Rochester. N. Dakota: Fargo. Ohio: Cin¬ 
cinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton. Pennsylvania: 
Beaver Falls, Greenburg, Shamokin, Wilkes Barre, Washing¬ 
ton, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Reading, Scranton, Pittsfield. 
Rhode Island: Pawtucket, Providence. Tennessee; Chat¬ 
tanooga, Memphis, Nashville. Texas: Dallas, Galveston, 
Houston, San Antonio. Virginia: Newport News, Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, Richmond. Washington: Seattle. Wisconsin: 
Milwaukee, Superior. It is expected that the collections lor 
the National Fund this year will exceed all previous years. 

* * * 

For the Emergency Fund from New England. 

The Zionist Bureau for New England reports that the in¬ 
come to the Emergency Fund in New England, for the 
month of April, was as follows: Boston, Mass., $1,351.16; 
Brockton, $88,25; Cambridge, $2.15; Chelsea, $200.00; Fall 
River, $1.00; Holyoke, $25.00; Lawrence, $35.00; Lowell. 
$200.00; Lynn, 25c; Malden, $39.26; New Bedford, $137.76; 
Newburyport, $21.85; Worcester, $27.74; Lewiston, Me., 
$32.00; Nashua, N. H., $55.00; Pawtucket, R. 1 ., $2.00. Total 
receipls, $2,218.42. 

* ♦ * 

“$10 a Day for 10 Days.” 

To further the collections of the Funcrgency Fund, the 
Provisional Committee has started a ‘ $10 a day for 10 days" 
campaign in a scries of cities, in all numbering three hun¬ 
dred. This campaign is to be taken up by individual workers, 
co-operating with other workers in the same city. Every 
Zionist is expected to lend a hand. I11 this campaign a large 
number of cities and towns will be touched that have con¬ 
tributed nothing to the Emergency Fund. 

* * » 

New Organizations Affiliated. 

The following new organizations have affiliated with the 
Federation during the month: Norwich, Conn., Hadassah; 
Elmira, N. Y., Zeire Zion; New Rochelle. N. Y., Hadassah; 
Akron, O., Maccabacan Zion Club; Hazleton, Pa., Hazleton 
Zionist Society; Charleston. W. Va., Sons and Daughters 
of Zion; Eau Claire, Wis., Chippewa Valley Zionist Society. 
This represents an increase of 150 new members. 

* * * 

New Literature. 

The Federation has now on hand for general distribution 
an excellent little pamphlet on “What Our History Means," 
written by Miss Jessie E. Sainpter, which can be used for 
educational purposes. The pamphlet sells for 10 cents, but 
for propaganda purposes, free copies may be had. 

+ * * 

The Brandeis Prize Essay. 

The Brandeis prize essay on “The Land Laws of Tur¬ 
key,” written by Louis Levinthal, will be printed and ready 
for distribution this month. A new pamphlet on the Na¬ 
tional Fund is also just off the press. 
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Mr. M. Scheinkin Arrives. 

During the month of April, Mr. M. Scheinkin, of Jaffa, 
Palestine, arrived in New York, with the intention of serv¬ 
ing the Zionist movement, and especially taking up propa¬ 
ganda for the Hoachozo organizations. Mr. Scheinkin is 
well-known in Zionist circles. He was largely interested in 
land purchases on Palestine, and aided to a considerable ex¬ 
tent in the establishment of the Jaffa Hebrew Gymnasium. 
He is thoroughly well informed on land problems in Pales¬ 
tine, and knows land values in every section of the country. 
In addition, lie is a good Yiddish speaker, with special abil¬ 
ity for propaganda among congregational members. He 
knows how to talk to the large middle-class. In Russia, 
where he w'as active as a propagandist, he was successful in 
this line of work. During his stay in the United States, he 
is ready to serve the Zionist organization as a speaker and 
as a propagandist of colonization efforts. Any city desiring 
to engage his services as a speaker is advised to apply to 
the office of The Federation of American Zionists. 

* * * 

Mr. P. M. Raskin in Canada. 

Mr. P. M. Raskin, propagandist for the Federation of 
American Zionists, is now making an extensive tour in 
Canada in behalf of the Emergency Fund. During his short 
stay there he addressed several large mass meetings at which 
substantial sums' of money were raised for the Emergency 
Fund. It is expected that he will visit practically all the 
larger cities in the Dominion. 

* * * 

Mr. Isaac Carmel in New England. 

Mr. Isaac Carmel is now touring in Massachusetts State 
in the interest of the Order B'nei Zion, under the auspices of 
the New England Bureau. 

* * * 

Mr. Louis Lipsky at The Convention of The Virginia 
Zionist Association. 

The annual convention of the Virginia Zionist Associa¬ 
tion will be held in the vicinity of Norfolk about June nth. 
Elaborate preparations are being made for the conference, 
at which, it is expected, Mr. Louis Lipsky will be present 
representing the Federation and the Provisional Committee. 

* * * 

New Jersey State Conference. 

Plans are now being made for a New Jersey state con¬ 
ference to be held soon after l'lovver Day. The conference 
will take place in Newark. 

* * * 

Wisconsin State Association. 

The Wisconsin State Association is making satisfactory 
progress. New societies arc being formed in cities unaffil- 
iated before. The reeords show concrete results that are 
intensely interesting. 


REPORTS FROM ZIONIST CENTERS 

ILLINOIS. 

Dr. Mossinsohn. 

Chicago—Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn is now in this citv in 
the interest of the Emergency F'und and general Zionist 
propaganda. He addressed several mass meetings at which 
considerable sums of money were raised for the Emergency 
Fund. The Knights of Zion is now arranging an extensive 
tour for Dr. Mossinsohn in all Western States under their 
jurisdiction. 

IOWA. 

$385 For the Emergency Fund. 

Sioux City—A large mass meeting was recently held in 
this city under the auspices of the Bnai Zion Gate, and ad¬ 
dressed by f.con Zolotkoff. As a result of this meeting $385 
was raised for lhe Emergency Fund. 


MARYLAND. 

Hadassah Activities. 

Baltimore—The local Chapter of Hadassah in its exten¬ 
sion work is organizing girls of high school age into clubs 
for the study of Jewish history, Zionism and club leadership. 
These clubs will also assist in whatever practical work the 
Hadassah undertakes in Palestine. The first club organized 
is made up of high school students who are training to be 
Hebrew school teachers, which meets twice every month at 
the Hebrew Education Society, 125 Asquith Street. The 
officers are: President, Miss Eva Rlumberg; Vice-President, 
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Miss Fannie Brodic; Secretary, Miss Sarah Berman; Treas¬ 
urer, Miss Helen Poily, and Adviser, Miss Sara Slusky. A 
second club, recently organized, meets twice a month al¬ 
ternately at the McCulloh and Mosher Street Synagogue, 
and the West End Talmud Torah. At their first meeting re¬ 
cently held, Mr. Aaron Schaffer spoke on "The Ideals of 
Zionism" and Miss Grace Blondheim on “The Jewish Con¬ 
gress.” 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

New Zionist Society. 

Bedford—A large mass meeting was held here April 30th, 
at which a new Zionist Society was organized. Mr. Abram 
Goldberg, editor of "Dos Yiddishe Folk,” addressed the meet¬ 
ing, and as a result over a hundred Shekolim were sold 
and fifty members enrolled in the new organization. 

* * * 

‘‘Is Zionism in America Compatible?” 

Boston—“Is Zionism in America Compatible?" This was 
the subject of a debate between Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
honorary secretary of the Federation of American Zionists 
and Mr. Lee M. Friedman, a prominent lawyer of this city 
and member of the local American Jewish Committee. The 
debate took place on April 23rd, at the Temple Mishkan 
Tephilah. under the auspices of the Jewish Young Men’s 
Club. Although no judgment was passed as to who gave 
the best arguments, it was evident, from the enthusiastic 
applause Mr. Rosenblatt received after his address, that the 
audience was strongly in favor of Zionism. 

* * * 

Congregation Contributes $1,000 to the Emergency Fund. 

Roxbury—Nathan Pinanski, president of Congregation 
Adath Jeshurun, of this city, forwarded Louis D. Brandeis 
$500. This makes $[,000 contributed to the Zionist Fund by 
this congregation since last June. As far as we know this 
is the largest contribution made by any congregation. 


MINNESOTA. 

Hadassah Raises $1,000. 

St. Paul—-Miss Rose Pailen, secretary of the local Chap¬ 
ter of Hadassah, reports that the Hadassah recently held 
three large mass meetings, at which the Rev. S. II. Maslian- 
sky and Dr. Horace M. Kallen were the speakers. As a 
result of these meetings $1,000 was raised, in cash and 
pledges, for the relief of the Jewish war sufferers in Europe 
and Palestine. 


MISSOURI. 

Tiphereth Zion Society Elects Officers. 

Kansas City—At a recent meeting of the Tiphereth Zion 
Society of this city the following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: Mr. M. Hutterer, president; Dr. A. J. Re¬ 
love, vice-president: Mr. L. Hansburg, treasurer and Mr. 
Louis Glazer, secretary. 

* * * 

Annual Meeting of St. Louis Zionist Council. 

St. Louis—The annual meeting of the Zionist Council of 
this citv was recently held here. Mr. Max G. Baron, presi¬ 
dent of the Council, rendered a report of the year's work, 
The report showed that marked progress was made during 
the last year and that the Council succeeded in systematiz¬ 
ing the Zionist work. During the year the Council held 
twenty-four public meetings and over $2,500.00 was raised 
for various Zionist funds. 

The outstanding feature of the report was the Junior 
work. Seven clubs were organiz.cd and federated them¬ 
selves under the Young Judaean Council and now publish 
“The Israelite,” a monthly magazine. 

In ending up his report. Mr. Baron said: 

“It is gratifying to note that the Zionist Organization is 
being recognized as a power in the Jewish community of 
the City of St. Louis to be reckoned with and taken into 
consideration. The Jewish community in the City is realiz¬ 
ing more and more every day that it is to the Zionists anil 
their organization that they must look to for the carrying 
on of general Jewish communal work. This is evidenced by 
the part taken by the Zionists Organization in the Congress 
movement. Through the efforts of the Temporarv Congress 
Committee appointed by the Council, it was made possible 
to organize the permanent Jewish Congress Commitcc for 
the City of St. Louis with a membership of about 60 Jewish 
organizations, and it is largely through the work of the Zion- 
and is being cyrstalized and popularized. 

“In the w'ork of raising funds for the Jewish war suf¬ 
ferers the Zionists have throughout the entire campaign 
stood forth pre-eminently, both in leadership and in the rank 
and file. 


“It is incumbent on every Zionist to learn to submerge 
his individuality for the benefit and advancement of our great 
ideal. It is only by constantly keeping before our mind the 
simple truth that in harmony and unity lies our strength 
that we will be able to advance our cause and hope for its 
ultimate realization.” 

* * * 

Maccabaean Society Works for Emergency Fund. 

“The Maccabaean Society,” the most active Zionist organ¬ 
ization in this city recently held a package party and dance 
for the benefit of the Emergency Fund. The entertainment 
brought about one. hundred dollars, which was forwarded to 
the Provisional Committee. The organization is at present 
preparing for its third annual picnic to be held in June for 
the benefit of the Emergency Fund. 


NEBRASKA. 

Mass Meeting for Emergency Fund. 

Lincoln —A mass meeting was recently held here under 
the auspices of the local Zionist Organization with Mr. Leon 
Zolotkoff as speaker. As a result of this meeting $51.00 was 
raised for the Emergency F'und. 

* * * 

Herzl Nordau Gate Raises $350 for the Emergency Fund. 

Omaha —A mass meeting, under the auspices of the Herzl 
Nordau Gate, waj recently held in this city, and addressed by 
Leon Zolotkoff. As a result of this meeting $350.00 was col¬ 
lected for the Emergency Fund. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Newark Chapter of Hadassah Plans Making Garments for. 
the Needy in Palestine. 

Newark—A meeting of the local Chapter of Hadassah was 
held May 2nd at the home of Mrs. Siegfried Cohen, 50 
Treacy Avenue. Miss Sarah Kussy presided. The report 
of Mrs. Julius Mcirick on the Shekel campaign showed con¬ 
siderable progress. Plans were discussed for a sewing class 
for the making of garments for the needy in Palestine. After 
the business meeting an interesting program followed. Mr. 
Krcatner of this city spoke on the significance of the Phila¬ 
delphia Congress-Conference and Miss Nellie Strauss of New 
York gave an interesting lecture on the Colonization in 
Palestine. 


NEW YORK. 

Open-Air Meetings. 

New York—With the beginning of this month the Zionist 
societies of this city have started their open air meeting 
campaign which is to last throughout the summer. Accord¬ 
ing to reports received by the Federation of American Zion¬ 
ists several hundred Shekolim were collected at the first few 
meetings held. The societies most active in this campaign 
are the Austro-Hungarian Zionists, the Zion Club Hashachar 
and the David Wolfsohn Club. 

* * * 

Emergency Fund For New York. 

The Zionist F'mergency Fund Committee of this city, of 
which Mr. Charles A. Cowcn is chairman, reports that a 
number of meetings have been held during the latter part of 
April and the early part of this month, at which collections 
were made for the Emergency F'und. 

* * * 

Semi-Annual Meeting of the Austro-Hungarian Zionist 
Society. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Austro-Hungarian 
Zionists, held April 2gth. the following were elected officers 
for six months: President, Samuel Wicsen; Vice-President, 
Tsaac Schuster; Financial Secretary, Herman Drnckcr; Rec¬ 
ording Secretary, Emanuel Ehrlich; Treasurer, Jacob H. 
Rand and the following in the executive: rincus Feigeles. 
Samuel Mahler and Charles Hausman. A banquet was tend¬ 
ered to Edward Spiegel, ex-president of the club, and in 
recognition of his distinguished services his name was in¬ 
scribed in the Golden Book. 

* * * 

Harlem Zionist Society Raises Fund for Club Rooms. 

At a recent meeting of the Harlem Zionist Society, an 
energetic campaign was inaugurated to raise a fund for the 
establishment of Zionist club rooms in Harlem, which are 
to serve as a rallying point for all Zionists. The response 
to the appeal of the chairman for funds was very encourag¬ 
ing. $75.00 was raised in cash, $25.00 of which was donated 
bv Mr. Rothenberg, Chairman of the Zionist Council of this 
city, who addressed the meeting. An appeal was also made 
by Dr. Keller for the Emergency Fund and as a result $50.00 
was raised. The following were elected officers for the en- 
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suing 3 car: President, Simon Fein; Vice-President, S. Mar¬ 
cus; Financial Secretary, Miss Sarah Press; Recording Sec¬ 
retary, Miss Martha Davidson; Treasurer, Harry Gottesman 
and the following executive committee: E. Press, Miriam 
Cohen, Herman Steinfeld, Lillian Meltzcr, Leo Kurtz and 
Eva Miller. 

* » * 

B’nei Am Chai Holds Concert and Mass Meeting for 
Emergency Fund. 

A concert and mass meeting was recently held here by 
the Am B’nei Chai for the benefit of the Emergency Fund. 
Dr. Sclnnarya Levin and Mr. Abram Goldberg were the 
speakers. Half of the proceeds of this meeting was for¬ 
warded to the Provisional Committee. 

* * * 

New Zionist Center in Bath Beach. 

Bath Beach—A Zionist center was opened and dedicated 
here on Saturday evening, April 22nd. The formal exer¬ 
cises were opened by Mr. Robert D. Kessclman, who reported 
on Zionist activities of the Ray Side Council, the Kadimah 
and the Young Judaea Welfare League. The chairman of 
the evening was Mr. Charles A. Cowcn, chairman of the 
Zionist Emergency Fund Committee for Greater New York. 
Other speakers were the Rev. Gustave Hausman and Mr. 
Philip M. Raskin. There was an excellent musical program 
rendered by Mr. Margolies, accompanied by Mrs. Adels. A 
number of new members, as well as contributions, were se¬ 
cured. There are now here a number of active Young Judaea 
circles, a leader training group, and altogether there is a 
gratifying spread of Zionist sentiment and activity. 

* * * 

Youth of Zion Celebrate Fifth Anniversary. 

Brooklyn—The “'Youth of Zion," a junior Zionist club 
affiliated with the Hrookl3’n Jewish Institute, and the Young 
Zionists' Organization, celebrated its fifth anniversary on 
Saturday evening. April 29th. with a banquet at the Institute 
Building, 600 Willoughby Avenue. The program included 
addresses by George Cohen, leader of the club; Louis Ehr¬ 
lich, president of the Young Zionists Organization, and 
Emanuel Neumann, president of the Institute. 

* * * 

Merchaz Hazionim Hold Mass Meeting for Emergency Fund. 

Brownsville—A large mass meeting was held here on 
May 6th at the Stone Avenue Talmud Torah, under the 
auspices of the Mcrchaz Hazionim of Brownsville, at which 
the following were the speakers: Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mr. 
Louis Lipsky, Mr. Abram Goldberg and Mr. M. Schcinkin, 
who recently arrived from Palestine. Rev. Dr. B. H. Levin- 
thal presided. The auditorium of the Talmud Torah was 
crowded to overflowing. A number of monthly pledges were 
received and a substantial collection was made. The meet¬ 
ing was in charge of Mr. Kaminer,»Mr. Hirsch, Mr. Zeldin 
and other members of the local Emergency Fund Committee. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

Madam Pevsner Organizes Palestine Circle. 

Wilmington—Madam Bella Pevsner spoke the last week 
in April in this city, under the auspices of the Young Men's 
Hebrew Association and succeeded in organizing a Palestine 
Circle, which has taken steps, through Mrs. Charles Finkel- 
stein, to affiliate with the Federation. 


OHIO. 

Ohio State Convention. 

The Ohio State Convention was held here May 7th at the 
Chamber of Commerce Hall. Rabbi Margolies of this city 
opened the convention with a brief address, which served as 
the keynote of the convention. Addresses were also made by 
the Mayor of the city and Mr. Jacob de Haas, who. repre¬ 
sented the Federation of American Zionists and the Provi¬ 
sional Committee. One hundred and twenty delegates, rep¬ 
resenting forty Zionist organizations were present. Various 
plans for strengthening the Zionisf Organization in Ohio 
were discussed and after a day's deliberation an administra¬ 
tive Committee of eleven was elected, which is to report 
every three months to the executive committee of twenty-one 
representing as many states. 

* * » 

Nordau Zion Society Organizes New Young Judaean Club. 

Columbus—The Nordau Zion Society' of this city has re¬ 
cently held a number of mass meetings for the Emergency 
Fund and for propaganda purposes. Through the efforts of 
the Nordau Zion Society a new Young Judaean Club was 
organized. The club now counts over one hundred members. 

Digitized by Google 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Hadassah Elects Officers. 

Philadelphia—At a recent meeting of the local Chapter 
of Hadassah the following were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Miss Sadye Gorchov; Vice-President, Alice Jas- 
trow; Secretary, Zulcna C. Slootsky; Treasurer, Mrs. Hannah 
Rosenbaum. 

* * * 

Fifty Workingmen Declare Themselves as Zionists. 

The conduct of the "Jewish National Workmen's Com¬ 
mittee and its official organ, the “Forwards,” in the Congress 
movement, has caused fifty workingmen in a factory in this 
city to declare themselves as Zionists. Twenty-four of the 
fifty bought Shckolim. 

* * * 

The Central Zionist Committee Makes Elaborate 
Arrangements for Flower Day. 

The Central Zionist Committee is making elaborate prepa¬ 
rations for a thorough canvass of the Jewish population of 
this city on Jewish Flower Day, Sunday, May 21. This will 
be the first blower Day to be held in this city under the 
auspices of the Central Zionist Committee. 

* * * 

The Louis D. Brandeis Camp Tenders a Banquet to Mr. 

Isaac Carmel. 

Pittsburgh—The Louis D. Brandeis Camp of this city re¬ 
cently gave a banquet to Mr Isaac Carmel of New York in 
recognition of the splendid Zionist work he has done during 
his stay in this city. Over two hundred guests were present, 
representing all the Zionist organizations in this city. Ad¬ 
dresses were made by the following: Mr. M. Amdursky, 
President of the Camp: Rabbi A. M. Ashinsky, 1 . J. Williams, 
M. Noaman, M. Siegel. A. Miller, A. M. Ress, A. Arinson, 
Harry Caplan, Dr. H. M. Snitzer, Dr. N. Ashinsky, Morris 
Shcrr, Miss Sadie Troliziky. Mr. H. Brauman acted as 
Toastmaster. Mr. Carmel in his address made a stirring 
appeal for greater activity in the Zionist movement. 

* * * 

Young Zionist Society Conducts a History Class. 

Wilkes-Barre—Mr. Charles Goldberg, treasurer of the 
Young Zionist Society, writes us as follows: The Young 
Zionist Society of this city is taking a keen interest in all 
the phases of Jewish life. It is, perhaps, the most active 
junior society in the city. Our activity in general Jewish 
affairs, however, docs not detract our attention from Zion¬ 
ist work proper. The Young Zionist Society meets every 
Sunday and conducts a class in Jewish history under the 
leadership of L. Bachman, fl. Goldberg. Isidor Cohen, L. 
Landau, Renj. Sperling. B. Gutterman and myself. On April 
30th the Young Zionist Society gave a Passover Festival 
which was very successful. The following participated in 
the program: Louis Berlovitz, I,. Bachman, M. Bernstein, 
J. Popkv and myself. The Young Zionist Society is now 
endeavoring to secure a large number of subscriptions to 
“The Maccabacan.” 

* * * 

Semi-Annual Meeting of the Herzl Zion Club. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Herzl Zionist Club 
held last month, the following were elected officers for a 
period of six months: Mr. Jacob Miller, President; Mr. E. 
Epstein, Vice-President; Dr. Albert Kaufman, Treasurer; 
Mr. Hyman Walkstnan, Secretary and Mr. Harry Waxan, 
Librarian. The semi-annual report rendered at this meeting 
showed that the club made considerable progress. A number 
of large mass meetings were held during the last half year 
and substantial sums of money were raised for various Zion¬ 
ist funds. The Herzl Zionist Club, with Mr. Hyman Walks- 
man as chairman of the publication committee, has now 
started an energetic campaign to secure two hundred sub¬ 
scribers to The Maccabaean in this city. 


TENNESSEE. 

Ahavath Zion Society Gives Entertainment for Emergency 
and National Fund. 

Memphis—The Ahawath Zion Society of this city have 
recently given a dance and playlet for the benefit of the 
Jewish National and Emergency Funds. The playlet, given 
bv the Young Judaeans of this city under the direction of 
Miss Pearl Bamchman, was very snfccessful. The following 
participated in the program: Sol JaflFe. Rena Goldberg, Libby 
Schaeffer. Hattie Bass, Rebecca Rosen, Bernice Bass, An¬ 
nette Cook, Morris Cohen, Agyes Lcvison, Sarah Fabish and 
Lillie Goldman. The income of this entertainment was 
$40.00, which was equally divided between the Emergency 
Fund and the Jewish National Fund. 
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Where and Whom to Join 

Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, 
together with such information as may be useful to unaffiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organiza¬ 
tions. Organizations desiring to be listed in this directory should communicate with the Managing Editor, 
Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 


ALABAMA. 

Birmingham—Tikwatli Zion; English 
sneaking; for men and women: meets every 
third Sunday. Dues $3.00 yearly for men; 
$1.50 for women. President, S. H. Gruslu; 
Secretary K. S. Gross, 007 Jeff. Co. Hank 
Bldg. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles—Young Zionists' Associaf ion ; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
Secretary, Harry Fraiu, 1101 East 22ud 
St reet. 

CONNECTICUT* 

Hartford— Bnei Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; President. S. L. Barra- 
tiee: Secretary, S. A. Liebcrinan, 1210 Main 
Street. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington—Louis D. Brandeis Society ; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a year; Presi¬ 
dent. Julius Peyser; Secretary. Lawrence 
Koenlgsberger, Southern Bldg. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago—Kadirnob Society; English 
speaking; for men only; meets twice a 
month. Dues, $3.00 a year; President, Max 
Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4034 
Forestville Avenue. 

fladnssah: English speaking, for women : 
Secretary, Miss Mary Silverman, 555 W. 
Taylor Street. 

Zerubovel Gate; English speaking; for 
young men and women; meets twice a 
month at the Jewish Educational Alliance 
Bldg., 1243 N. Wood Street ;dues, $3.00 per 
year: Edward H. Harris, president: Sarah 
V. Jacobson, secretary, 1410 Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville—Louisville Zion Society ; Eng¬ 
lish speaking: for men and women: Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans—Ohavel Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pallet. 1707 Baronne Street. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore—Hadassah; English speaking: 
for women; meets monthly; dues, $3.00 
yearly; associate members. $2.00; Secretary, 
Mrs. Louis H. Levin. 2104 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hatchlah Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1216 E. Baltimore Street, 
Room 3; President H. London; Secretary. 
H. Wolpert, 428 Asquith Street. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston—Hadassah ; English speaking; for 
women: President, Miss Ida Bolonsky: 
Secretary, Rebecca Cauman, 100 Harvard 
Street, Dorchester. 

Zionist Bureau for New England; 161 
Devonshire Street; Chairman, Jacob de 
Haas. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas City—Tipbereth Zion Association ; 
English speaking; for men and women: 
meets monthly; dues, 25 cents per month; 
President, Dr. A. S. Lehman; Secretary, 
Louis Glazer, 1426 Garfield Avenue. 

8t. Louis—Maccabaean Society; English 
and Y'lddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every other Tuesday: dues. 5 cents 
a week; President, David Bernstein; Sec¬ 
retary, Morris B. Sellgsohn, 5058 Ethzel 
Avenue. 

NEW JERSEY. 

Newark—Hadassah; English speaking; 
for women only; meets monthly; dues. 
$3.00 annually; President, Miss Sarah 
KuBsy; Secretary, Miss Ray Abeles, 176 
Peshine Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
dues $1.50 quarterly; meets twice a month; 
President. Louis A. Fast; Secretary, A. 
Slntzkv. 688 S. Grove Street. Irvington. 

.The Then. Herzl Zion Society; meets at 
Fclnberg’s Hall, Prince nnd Heinoy Streets, 
twice n month: dues 25c monthly; Presi¬ 
dent. Philip Mendelsohn: Secretary, Harry 
Weiss. 100 Mon mouth Street. 

Jersey City—Mizpeh Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and .women: 
dues. $-4.00 yearly; meets twice a month: 
President. I. Segal; Secretary, H. G. Miller. 
463 Palisade Avenue. 
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NEW YORK. 

Bronx—Zion Club “Hasbachar;" English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
Club rooms 125.8 Boston Bond; open daily 
from 7 1*. M. to 11 I*. M.; President, Kw- 
ki«*l Rabiuowit*/; Secretary, M. Weisgul, 281) 
Brook Avenue. 

Straus Zion Society; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only; meets every 2nd 
and 4th Saturday, at Hunts Point Palace, 
957 S. Boulevard; President. U. Friedman; 
Secretary, Max Kaphan, 26 W. 113th Street. 

Har-Cochbn Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking: for men; meets 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of the month at the Hunts Point 
Palace. t>55 So. Boulevard; President, 11. 
Kalin; Secretary. S. Spiro. 1145 Fox Street. 

Maccabaean Zion Association; English 
speaking; for men and women; meets every 
second Sunday at the Bronx House: Presi¬ 
dent. M. Kadushin; Secretary, Naomi Fiseh, 
1570 Bathgate Avenue. 

Tipherefh Zion Club; English speaking: 
for men nnd women; meets 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of the month at the Bronx Y. M. 
II. A.: President, Samuel Steekler; Secre¬ 
tary. .1. Landsman. 1380 Prospect Avenue. 

Brooklyn—Don Abarbanel Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 
meets every two weeks; dues $7.00 per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secre¬ 
tary, Herman Panoff, 618 Eastern Parkway. 

Literary Circle B’noth Zion Kadimah: 
English speaking: for women; meets every 
Thursday evening at 184 Eldridge Street; 
President, Dinah Harris: Secretary, F. 
Llchtman, 1580 Eastern Parkway, Brook- 
yn. N. S’. 

Degel Zion of Brownsville; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men and women; 
meets every Sunday night at 234 Sackmun 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.: President, A. 
Spicehandler; Secretary, M. Podolsky, 683 
Sack man Street. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speak 
Ing; for men only; dues, $6.00 and Insur¬ 
ance; President, Edward Cahn: Fin. Sec., 
Max Klausner; Secretary, Philip Rosen- 
bluui. 802 Broadway. 

Manhattan—Friends of Zion Camp: Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only: 
meets twice a month; dues. $ 0.00 per year; 
President, H. B. Isaacson ; Secretary, M. S. 
Banner, 1977 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists and Ladies' 
Circle; English nnd Yiddish speaking; 
President; Edward Spiegel: Secretary. N 
Sonnonschein, 43 East 3rd Street. 

Collegiate Zionist League; meets at 
Y. M. H. A. Building, Lexington Avenue 
and 92nd Street. Open to college and uni¬ 
versity graduates; President. Isaac Rosen- 
gnrten: Secretary, S. N. Caplow, 949 
Broadway. 

HailutNali; English speaking: for women 
only; meets four times a year (public 
meetings); dues. $3 00 annually; national 
president. Miss Henrietta Szold : 2 Pine- 
hurst Avenue; local president, Mrs. Rich¬ 
ards Gottheil, 417 Riverside Drive; Secre 
tary. Miss Flora Cohen, 76 W. 114th Street. 
Conducts a Zionist Training School under 
the leadership of Miss Jessie E. Sampter. 
31 West 110th Street. 

Harlem Zionists;. English and Yiddish 
speaking; meets at 10 W 114th Street: for 
men and women; President, Simon Fein; 
Treasurer, Isadore Baker: Secretary, Miss 
Fannie Schecter. 79 W. 115th Street. 

Organization Camp: English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues, $150 quarterly: 
meets twice a month; President. Dr. George 
Jesburun; Secretary, S. Sobol. 62 McKibben 
Street. Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land 
purchasing organization: open to all; Presi 
dent, Benard A. Rosenblatt; Secretary, 
Sylvan Robinson, care of Zion Common¬ 
wealth, 44 E. 23rd Street. 

David Wolfson Zion Club: Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; meets every 
Saturday evening at Public School 63. 4th 
Street. Room 306: President. Mr. Sheink- 
man: Secretary, Mr. Zlchlinsky, 282 Broome 
Street. 

Ermmath Zion Circle; Y’iddish speaking: 
for men anti women; meets Sunday at 4 
IV M.. at 125 W. 28th Street; President, 
A. Levinsky; Secretary, Minnie Steuer, 509 
E. 82nd Street. 


Goldfaden National Dramatic Club; Yid¬ 
dish speaking; lor men and women; meets 
Friday evening at 98 Forsyth Street; Presi¬ 
dent, Paul Minskoff; Secretary, N. Wein- 
gurten, 313 E. 13th Street. 

Zion Organization Hatechiyah; Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the mouth at 225 E. Broadway ; 
President, J. Maltin; Secretary, N. Silver- 
man. 168 E. Houston Street. 

Federation of American Zionists; 44 East 
23rd Street; Chairman, Louis Lipsky. 

Schenectady—Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; meets twice a month; 
dues $3.00 yearly; Secretary, Miss Annette 
Lifset, 447 llulett Street. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati—Cincinnati Zionist Society ; 
English and Y’iddish speaking; for men 
and women: President, Dr. It. W. Miller; 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine. 3212 Reading 
Road. 

Cleveland—Zion Association: English 

speaking; for men only- Secretary, Mux 
E. Katz, Engineers Building. 

iladassah: English speaking; for women; 
meets twice u month; President. Mrs. .1. 
Biskind; Secretary, Miss ltlvella Shapiro, 
2394 East 37th Street. 

.Tudath Maccabaean Camp: English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, D. 
Carter, 5010 Sowtell Street. 

Columbus—Nordnu Zion Society: Eng- 
.ish speaking: for men and women; Presi¬ 
dent, Isaac Mellmen; Secretary, Hyman 
Lieverman. 540 FJsmore Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown—Tlkwath Zion ; English 
speaking; for men; President, Mr. Nathan 
Glosser; Secretary, Mr. Albert Pallet, 227 , / £ 
Vine Street. 

Philadelphia—Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; President, Miss Sadye 
Gardrov. 223 Frank-iin Avenue: Secretary. 
Miss Zulena C. Slootskey. 1647 W. 8th St. 

Friends of Zion; English and Y’iddish 
speaking; for men; dues. $2.00 yearly: 
meets weekly; President, Dr. Jaeob Ber¬ 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephson. 502 
Mountain Street. 

Moses Hess Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; Secretary, J. Josephson, 
2615 S. 6th Street. 

Pittsburgh—Tiphereth Zion : English 
speaking; for professional and business 
men; dues, $5.00 per annum; President, 
Chas. I. Cooper, Washington Bank Build¬ 
ing: Treasurer, Wm. L. Avner. Esq., Ber¬ 
ger Building: Secretary, Dr. H. L. Eber, 
Center and Vallejo Streets. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis—Ahavas Zion : English speak¬ 
ing: for men and women; President. Henry 
Borkmen, care of Starch Shoe Co.. 426 N. 
Montgomery; Secreary, Regina Goldberg- 
er, 426 N. Montgomery. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas—Texas Young Zionists: English 
speaking; for men and women; Treasurer. 
Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary, Miss Anna 
Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio—Bnai Zion; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men; Secretary. B. 
Muravin, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk—Norfolk Camp; English nnd 
Yiddish speaking; for men only ; dues, $6.00 
per year and insurance; President, Louis 
Tababin; Secretary, M. S. Jaffe, 9332 Wood 
Street. 

WISCONSIN. 

nurley—Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President. 
Louis Ladln; Secretary, II. M. Mark, Hur¬ 
ley. 

CANADA. 

Toronto—Nordau Zion Club; English 
speaking; for men and women: dues. 25 
cents per month; meets twice a month; 
President, Charles Levy: Secretary, Miss 
R. S. Baum, 100 Major Street. 

Vancouver—Vancouver Zionist nnd Solcal 
Society; English speaking; for men; Secre¬ 
tary. Edward Miller. 61 Cordova Street. W. 

Yarmouth, N. S.—Bnei B’noth Zion ; Eng¬ 
lish nnd Yiddish speaking; for men and 
women; meets once a month; dues $2.20 
yearly; President, Max S. Smofsky; Secre¬ 
tary, Rev. A. Wuingar, Y’armouth, N. S. 
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45000 JEWS—MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

who have photographed themselves by M. Frumkin for 
the last ten years recommend: — If you want a real 
picture, then you must go to 



M. FRUMKIN, 


85 Ave. 8., bet. 
5th and 6th Sts. 


Mr. Frumkin’s studio is com¬ 
fortably arranged with two gal¬ 
leries. His prices are satisfactory 
to all. 
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Small photographs, regardless of 
what size, are enlarged to any size 
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coated tongue, feel distressed after eating and have frequent headaches, just 
take Ex-Lax. This will tone up your stomach, aid digestion, promote bodily 
vigor and strengthen the nervous system. You will be surprised to see how 
quickly your energy, ambition and appetite will come back to you. 

10c., 25c., and 50c. a Box, at All Drug Stores. 
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The Maccabaean is distinguished 
from other English-Jewish periodi¬ 
cals in that— 

T. It deals with tlie healthy, on¬ 
ward march of the Jewish People 
as a whole, instead of with local 
happenings, and the dregs of 
Jewry only. 

2. Its editorial department is the 
most trenchant, independent and 
thoughtful in English-Jewish Jour¬ 
nalism. 

3 - Tt is timely, and prints articles, 
stories, and poems of Zionist as 
well as of general Jewish interest. 

4. It conducts a department 
showing how the Jews live under 
the abnormal conditions created by 
the great war. 

5 - Under the heading. ‘ The Zion¬ 
ist Movement.” it faithfulv review's 
the doings of Zionists all over the 
country. 

6. Tt is indispensable to Jews 
who take an intelligent interest in 
the groat issues which confront the 
Jewish people everywhere to-day. 

7 - Tt is a good influence in the 
home. 

8. The subscription price is only 
$i.oo for the year. 
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EDITORIALS 


The Philadelphia Zionist Convention 

OR almost two years, the American Zionist organ¬ 
ization has carried a heavy burden of responsibili¬ 
ties. When the war broke out in August, 1914 , 
we gathered and formed a Provisional Committee to 
take up the work which should have devolved upon the 
Actions Comite, but which it was not.in a position to 
do, and we have done our work successfully. As the 
war progressed, new burdens fell upon us, and we did 
not shirk them. We have the satisfaction of knowing 
that we have maintained Palestine intact and that our 
organization has not only been maintained, but has 
grown beyond our expectations. The war is not at an 
end. Our work grows with the months, and we begin 
to understand the enormous labors we shall have to 
contribute before we can say that we have reached a 
safe harbor. Heretofore, the American Zionist organ¬ 
ization has been a distant contributor to the upbuild¬ 
ing of Palestine, giving only money, and always being 
asked for only money. Now what is asked of us is not 
only money but personal service, knowledge of condi¬ 
tions, ability as builders of the state. This ability we 
have developed, and whatever we lack we shall acquire 
through contact with those Palestinians that have 
come to our shores since the war. The future of Zion¬ 
ism lies in America. This being so, the annual con¬ 
vention in Philadelphia should assume the aspect of 
a Zionist Congress. Not only organization, not only 
funds, but the ways and means of a great party in 
Israel must be decided by our delegates. We are the 


Digitized by GOOglC 


only group of Zionists free to meet in conference. 
Our utterances are free. A grave responsibility rests 
with us for what we say and do. We hope that every 
experienced Zionist will be present at Philadelphia pre¬ 
pared to give the organization the benefit of his ex¬ 
perience and wisdom. 

Justice Brandeis 

E EXTEND our best wishes to Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis, and congratulate the United States 
Supreme Court upon having secured, as one of 
its members, the ablest juridical mind in the country, 
the man who represents in American political life the 
loftiest progressive ideals and the finest sense of civic 
patriotism. Much has been said of Justice Brandeis’ 
lack of judicial temperament. Judicial temperament 
has been taken to mean absence of feeling, absence of 
imagination, relentless exclusion of spiritual insight in 
the determination of issues. It has been assumed that 
the United States Supreme Court is a technical trib¬ 
unal, where only questions that have their solution in 
the text of the constitution may be determined. For 
the determination of such questions only the mechanics 
of intellectuality are required. But in its larger as¬ 
pects, the Supreme Court represents, or should repre¬ 
sent, and give expression to, the aspirations of the peo¬ 
ple of the United States, and should so interpret the 
organic law as to give force to the broader ideals of 
the land. In this work of interpreting the American 
spirit, Justice Brandeis brings the power of a mind 
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seeking the larger truth, seeking to liberate the human 
soul rather than to restrain it. His is the capacity or 
talent to wring the truth out of the technicalities of 
the law, which have for a time overshadowed the 
fundamentals. As an American, Justice Brandeis will 
bring added lustre to the achievements of the Amer¬ 
ican spirit. As a Jew, we have no doubt that Justice 
Brandeis will seek the welfare of his brethren, even as 
Mr. Brandeis, in the four years of his Zionist activity, 
contributed to the clarification of Jewish life and its 
strengthening. 

Death of Sholom Aleichem 

HOLOM ALEICHEM passed away a few. hours 
after we closed the last form of our May issue. 
His death was not unexpected. For months the 
genial humorist was kept to his bed, suffering from a 
fatal illness. It was only a question of weeks. With 
his death there passes away one of the few pioneers 
of Yiddish literature, but it is not as a pioneer he will 
be remembered. As a rule, the pioneer in literature 
is crude and only valuable as an indication of the pro¬ 
gress that has been made since his time. In Sholom 
Aleichem one finds the perfection of the art of expres¬ 
sion in the Yiddish language. He was a master of the 
idiom, and had a grace and fluency which was excep¬ 
tional. Perez excelled him in imaginativeness, but 
Sholom Aleichem excelled Perez and all other Yiddish 
writers in the ability to transfix and make real the or¬ 
dinary phases of Jewish life. He is said to have had a 
remarkable ear for rhythm, in fact, for all sound, which 
accounts for the adaptability of his talent to a variety 
of local Yiddish dialects. What he heard remained in 
his memory, and he could reproduce with exceptional 
accuracy characters and dialogue. He was a humorist 
in that he saw life complete, and gave it with a sense 
of its completeness in every individual. Because he 
regarded every human being as a world in himself, his 
picture of him touched the sense of humor in his read¬ 
ers, although much of what he has written is tragic 
and full of pathos. No one has given such sympathetic 
pictures of Jewish boy-life, with such homely touches, 
and with such keen insight into the psychology of the 
Jewish boy. These sketches in themselves should 
make Sholom Aleichem known for generations to 
come, for they are translatable into any language. Per¬ 
sonally. Sholom Aleichem was exactly what one might 
have expected of an artist. He was not a money- 
seeker. When he had funds, he was the most generous 
of men. At one time when he had established a Yid¬ 
dish periodical, he is known to have squandered his 
capital by giving the writers extravagant fees. He 
may be said to have established the profession of letters 
in Yiddish literature. In later years, he suffered much. 
Illness was his lot, as it was the lot of other men of 
spirit and temperament in times past, but in the midst 
of suffering, he remained ever the same, kindly, genial, 
wholesome in his humor and wholesome in his senti¬ 
ment. His will gives a true reflection of his character. 
He had in him the spark of the olden time, when 
homely speech and homely sentiment carried convic¬ 
tion. It is a pity that the English translation of his 
will does not convey the simplicity of the original. He 
died, leaving his family without support and without 
means. What he gave to the Jewish people cannot be 
valued in money. It remains for the Jewish people to 
give back to his family and to the honor of his name 
a modicum of what he gave generously to the Children 
of Israel. 


The Kehillah Convention 

UCH a volte face as the Kehillah made at its annual 
“convention” on June 4 th, is possible only with 
Jewish organizations. Last year, the president of 
the Kehillah announced that the Kehillah was the 
proper place for discussion and action on the Congress 
question. A large number of delegates attended, and 
after a difficult struggle with the leaders of the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee, who were opposed to a Con¬ 
gress, a resolution was adopted favorable to the calling 
of a Congress. The Kehillah representatives on the 
American Jewish Committee were instructed to vote 
for this resolution. The Kehillah representatives, or 
most of them, did not vote for the resolution, but in¬ 
stead voted for a resolution that altered the method of 
organizing the Congress, and many of them strenu¬ 
ously opposed the holding of any Congress at any time. 
The president of the Kehillah smoothly declares that 
they did carry out the intention of the last Kehillah 
convention. This is not a correct statement. The Ke¬ 
hillah resolution distinctly mentioned a conference of 
Jewish societies, which the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee deliberately altered it to read “a conference of 
national Jewish societies.” The Kehillah resolution 
distinctly said that delegates should be elected to the 
conference from the membership of these societies, and 
it was clearly understood that this was intended to 
cover the term, democratic basis. The American Jew¬ 
ish Committee’s resolution made it optional to the na¬ 
tional Jewish societies as to how they would elect 
their delegates. At any rate, at the Kehillah conven¬ 
tion on June 4 th, one expected to have a declaration 
from the Kehillah representatives on the American 
Jewish Committee why they had opposed the holding 
of a Congress. No satisfactory explanation was of¬ 
fered. And a number of the same men were re-elected 
to office. When the Congress question came up on 
June 4 th, and Dr. Magnes was asked whether the con¬ 
vention could adopt effective resolutions on the Con¬ 
gress, he replied that the discussion in the Kehillah of 
the Congress could be only an academic discussion 
because to the American Jewish Committee alone be¬ 
longed national Jewish transactions. Why then, it is 
asked, did the Kehillah take up the Congress question 
last year? If the Kehillah cannot take action this year 
on the Congress, then of course its action last year 
was, ab initio, futile and of no effect. And then the 
Kehillah voted to remain bound to the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee, as if such a resolution meant any thing. 
For the Kehillah is bound to the American Jewish 
Committee by a clause which makes severance of re¬ 
lations wdth it impossible unless the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee concurs. To further indicate the help¬ 
lessness and hollowmess of the Kehillah. all the Bu¬ 
reaus reporting to the convention also delivered aca¬ 
demic reports, the convention being pow-erless to adopt 
effective resolutions on any of the so-called activities 
of the Kehillah, which are incorporated under sepa¬ 
rate trustees, not responsible to the Kehillah. Under 
the circumstances for the Kehillah to call itself by that 
name is a bit of effrontery which is only possible in 
Jewish life, where questions of organization are poorly 
understood. 

Mr. Schiff’s Valedictory 

R. SCIIIFF called his Kehillah address his vale¬ 
dictory. He delivered up “the sword of conten¬ 
tion.” With the delivery of the sword of conten¬ 
tion came a flood of sympathy that has beeen extended 
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to the man who has, in a large measure, helped to 
build up American Jewish communal life. At such a 
time, it would be folly to intrude anything but praise 
of such good works as he has accomplished, and to ex¬ 
press regret at the circumstances that compel his re¬ 
tirement. But if in the expression of regret, it is pre¬ 
sumed that self-blame is implied, it is necessary to 
disabuse the minds of sentimentalists. Mr. Schiff, the 
man, is entitled to our respect and esteem. He has 
been a potent and influential figure in American Jew¬ 
ish life for half a century. No one will refuse a vote 
of thanks for this work. But for Mr. Schiff who propa¬ 
gates views and ideas that are not in accord with 
progressive Jewish ideals, there can be no such words 
of praise. Mr. Schiff has used the good-will of the 
Jewish people arising out of his philanthropic deeds to 
speak with assumed authority on a large number of 
Jewish questions, and because of the kindly feelings 
felt toward him, has been able to paralyze the activi¬ 
ties of large numbers of Jews in the direction of Jew¬ 
ish self-emancipation and democracy. He has boldly 
made charges against Zionists which we were com¬ 
pelled to repudiate; and when he persisted in making 
these charges, we were compelled to question his au¬ 
thority to speak for the Jews. He has used all the in¬ 
fluence at his command to obstruct the development 
of the Congress movement, a movement intended to 
benefit the Jewish people, and which will benefit the 
Jewish people. He has discussed Yiddish in a way to 
make that language, the language of our mothers and 
fathers, a thing to be ashamed of, while we feel that 
that language, being the language of our fathers and 
mothers, is entitled to our respect and appreciation. 
Every effort to broaden the area of responsibility for 
Jewish life has been opposed by Mr. Schiff, who has 
no faith in Jewish democracy. Holding such views, 
it would have been criminal on our part had we not 
taken up the sword of contention and meet Mr. Schiff 
on his own ground, ff in the course of the conflict, 
Mr. Schiff has been hurt, it should be remembered that 
the honor and the dignity of the Jewish people has 
also been terribly hurt by Mr. Schiff’s policy of self¬ 
depreciation aiid self-effacement. 

The Failure of Opportunism 

HE opening address of Dr. Magnes at the Kehil- 
lah convention was a clear exhibition of the dil¬ 
emma in which Dr. Magnes now finds himself as 
a result of his destructive opportunism. Dr. Magnes 
went into the work of the Kehillah as a Zionist. He 
wanted to win over to the Jewish national cause, 
through local work, that large group of wealthy men 
who at that time were rigidly opposed to Zionism. Dr. 
Magnes intended doing what Theodore Herzl had an¬ 
nounced as the Zionist slogan: “Capture the Jewish 
communities.” But Dr. Magnes did not understand the 
essentials of the slogan. By capturing the communi¬ 
ties was meant, using the communities through Zion¬ 
ists working in them, for national purposes. From 
the very first, Dr. Magnes compromised his Zionism 
for the sake of progress. Abandoning, in effect, al¬ 
most from the start the principles and methods of 
democracy, he allowed all his bureaus to be financed 
by persons who were not inclined to be in the least 
Zionistic. The bureaus were separated from the Ke¬ 
hillah, and were not responsible to it. So involved did 
Dr. Magnes become in this Kehillah work, that at the 
last Tanersville convention in 1907 he practically aban¬ 
doned his direct participation in the Zionist movement. 


1Z3 

He was a Zionist, but had little time to give to it. The 
movement lost the benefit of his advice and participa¬ 
tion, In the course of time, coming in contact almost 
daily with persons opposed to Zionism, he lost his en¬ 
thusiasm for the Zionist movement. He became en¬ 
grossed in local administration. With the outbreak 
of the war, he returned temporarily to the Zionist or- 
ganiaztion, but only for a time. The Kehillah con¬ 
sumed all his time, and then the relief work started. 
Instead of devoting his ability to the Zionist cause at 
this crisis, which found the Zionist organization woe¬ 
fully undermanned, he became the agent of the Amer- 
can Jewish Committee in the relief Work, and it was 
with Dr. Magnes that the Provisional Committee had 
to deal on all issues involving the relative apportion¬ 
ments to Palestine and Europe. When the Congress 
movement broke, for a time he acted as a free agent, 
but when the American Jewish Committee acted in 
violation of the Kehillah resolution, Dr. Magnes went 
over to the party in Israel with which—as we had sup¬ 
posed—he had the least sympathy. Instead of being 
our advocate at a time when we sorely needed an ad¬ 
vocate in the ranks of the American Jewish Commit¬ 
tee, he became their advocate. At the Kehillah con¬ 
vention, as if realizing the swamp of contradiction and 
confusion in which he had fallen, pointing out the 
characteristics of the contending forces in American 
Israel, he exclaims: “We are crushed between these 
two millstones.” 

i 

An Unpleasant Incident 

T HE Schiff incident of tjais month has been most 
unpleasant, but not without its valuable lessons. 
Mr. Schiff assuming to speak authoritatively on a 
number of questions, did not take the trouble to pre¬ 
pare his address, but left it to chance to have his ad¬ 
dress correctly reported. The report in the Times on 
May 22nd, in all probability did not represent his views; 
what he said may have been indistinctly uttered or 
awkwardly framed; the report in the Times may have 
been taken down by an ignorant reporter; the reports 
in the Yiddish press may have been garbled by re¬ 
porters not understanding English well. But the 
speeches of a man like Mr. Schiff should have been 
prepared in advance in order to forestall misstate¬ 
ments, in order to avoid slips of the tongue, in order 
that the larger public may know exactly what the 
speaker had said. And when the report in the Times 
appeared, and the Yiddish press at once launched an 
attack on Mr. Schiff, Mr. Schiff should have denied the 
veracity of the report, giving, if possible, the exact 
language he had employed. But Mr. Schiff remained 
silent for three days, and on the fourth the stenogra¬ 
phic version of the speech appeared. This stenogra¬ 
phic version not coming from Mr. Schiff, but from the 
office of a Yiddish newspaper, the other newspapers 
refused to accept it as authentic, especially so as the 
stenographic report made nonsense of the paragraph 
that had been censured. Two weeks after the Central 
Jewish Institute dedication, Mr. Schiff apeared at the 
Kehillah convention and there denied the truth of the 
Times report, and entered a complaint against the 
Yiddish newspapers for having believed that he had 
ever said what the Times had reported. To indicate 
his feeling in the matter, he announced his withdrawal 
from Jewish politics. Hereafter, Zionism, Jewish na¬ 
tionalism and the Congress are as a sealed book to 
him. Under the circumstances, it is unfair to find fault 
with the Yiddish newspapers. Their attacks would 
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have ceased if he had denied the truth of the report at 
once. The whole incident is to be regretted, from the 
dedication of the Central Jewish Institute, through the 
attacks in the Yiddish press, down to Mr. Schiif’s ad¬ 
dress at the Kehillah convention. 

Respect for Public Opinion 

VERY one is in favor of peace. It is a blessed 
word. But to cry peace when there is no peace is 
folly. Mr. Schiff and Mr. Marshall do not forget 
in their utterances always to insert the word peace 
somewhere. But it has no meaning. Their peace 
means, agree with us and there is peace. If you do 
not agree with us, you are contentious fellows. Is it 
possible that the wisdom of the Jewish world is em¬ 
bodied in the person of Mr. Marshall or Mr. Schiff, 
with Dr. Cyrus Adler and Cyrus L. Sulzberger as 
added weight? What are we to do when from the 
wisdom of thousands of others we ascertain that a 
Congress would bring good results for the Jews, while, 
on the other hand, a few men say that it would have 
the opposite effect? Suppose we have a third opinion, 
and we arc obstinate about it, and say that neither a 
Congress nor a Conference, before or after the war, 
nor any Jewish organization can bring any results for 
the Jews? How are we to arrive at a decision so far 
as action is concerned? What are we to do? If it were 
only a matter of opinion, we need not take a vote on it 
if we cannot arrive at a unanimous opinion. But 
every one knows that we shall have to do something. 
What is that something? Shall it be what Mr. Schiff, 
et. al. advise? Or what the Congressists advise? Or 
what some third or fourth party advises? What is the 
democratic thing to do? Is it not to take a vote, after 
deliberation, discussion, argument, etc.? Is it honor¬ 
able and decent for the peace-maker to advise accept¬ 
ing Mr. Schiff’s point of view for the sake of peace? 
And yet that is what a number of peace-makers on 
the Congress question have been proposing, as if the 
truth or the best judgment can be reached as a matter 
of personal favor to this or that man. 

Relief for the Occupied Territories 

T HERE are rumors of a scandal in connection with 
the distribution of American Jewish relief funds 
in the occupied territories. Involved in it are the 
Hilfsverein der Deutschen Juden and its leaders, 
James Simon and Dr. Paul Nathan. If what is being 
rumored is true, the Joint Distribution Committee of 
the three American Jewish relief committees should 
at once terminate its relations with all German Jewish 
connections. As most of our readers know, the relie* 
monies from America for the occupied territories of 
Poland, Courland and Lithuania are sent by our relief 
committees to the Hilfsverein or the Hilfscomite for 
the Jews in Poland, etc., which sends it to the Amer¬ 
ican consul at Warsaw, who hands it over to a War¬ 
saw Jewish committee; but the Warsaw Jewish Com¬ 
mittee receives its instructions from the Hilfsverein or 
the Hilfscomite, and not from or through the Amer¬ 
ican consul. Criticism has been made of this method 
of distributing American Jewish funds. It was pointed 
out that the Polish Jews were being placed in jeopardy 
by having them receive money from a German organ¬ 
ization at a time when the Poles and the Russians 
look upon Jews with suspicion. But for some unac¬ 
countable reason, the Joint Distribution Committee 


here continues the appointment of the Hilfsverein or 
the Hilfscomite as its agents in Poland. There is some 
doubt as to the status of the Hilfscomite. The Ililfs- 
comite is for all practical purposes, the Hilfsverein do¬ 
ing provisional relief work. The secretary of the Hilfs¬ 
verein, Dr. Bernard Kahn, is secretary of the Hilfs¬ 
comite, and the Hilfsverein’s office is the office of the 
Hilfscomite. If further proof were needed of the identi¬ 
fication of both organizations, these facts may be 
given: Letters addressed to the Hilfscomite are an¬ 
swered by the secretary of the Hilfsverein on letter¬ 
heads of the Hilfsverein; the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee has received from the Hilfsverein a request to 
be allowed to use part of the funds received for the 
administration of the relief work. 

Miss Szold’s Retirement 

M ISS HENRIETTA SZOLD has resigned as sec¬ 
retary of the Publication Committee of the Jew¬ 
ish Publication Society, having served the so¬ 
ciety for twenty-eight years. To those familiar with 
the workings of the Publication society, the retirement 
of Miss Szold must be regarded as a serious loss. 
While a Publication committee has been responsible 
for the selection of the manuscripts to be published, 
Miss Szold has been responsible for the actual prepara¬ 
tion of the manuscripts for the printer, and editing 
of the manuscripts, and the hundred and one details 
that are of importance in the getting out of books. 
Her keen sense of literary values, her accuracy, her 
good taste are reflected in every book sent out by the 
society. In a number of instances, she is responsible 
for the practical re-writing of manuscripts, the pains¬ 
taking verification of dates and figures. In short, Miss 
Szold has been the editor of the Publication Society, 
doing her work unostentatiously, devotedly, and ut¬ 
terly regardless of self. This service the Jewish Pub¬ 
lication Society dismisses with a brief reference. The 
president of the society in his report says: “Miss 
Szold’s contribution to the work of the society is well 
known throughout Jewish literary circles. The board 
has made certain that we will have the benefit of her 
co-operation and has appointed her to membership on 
the publication committee.” This coldness and in¬ 
gratitude is characteristic of the officials of the Pub¬ 
lication Society. 


Mr. Zangwill on Zionism 

HE few words Mr. Zangwill gave to our inter¬ 
viewer, whose article appears in this issue, are 
filled with the characteristic forms of expression 
for which the clever author of “Without Prejudice" 
is famous. But aside from poking fun at some of the 
serious problems now confronting the Zionist move¬ 
ment, there is nothing in the interview that reveals 
a constructive policy. Mr. Zangwill declares there is 
no Jewish nation, and yet all his theories depend upon 
the existence of a group of people bound together by 
ties that are wholly national. He says that Palestine 
will never hold all the Jews who are being displaced 
by the war, and yet he offers no suggestion as to 
where they should go. In fact, to our regret it must 
be said, Mr. Zangwill the statesman is unable to say 
exactly what he would like to have Tews do. His is 
a pessimistic point of view, without hope and without 
comfort. 
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Zionism, Religion and Americanism 

BY DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 


HE charge that Zionism is irreligious and 
un-American is made principally by two 
groups of people and, strange as it may 
be found, neither religious Jews nor re¬ 
ligious Christians, on the one hand, nor 
yet the Americans of an older order or 
the ealier stock ever imply, however re¬ 
motely, that Zionism is either irreligious or un-American. 
That Zionism is irreligious, it is left in the main for re¬ 
ligionless Jews to assert. That Zionism is un-American 
is an indictment drawn up principally by Americans of 
very recent transportation and themselves of dubious, 
if not infirm loyalty. 

The claim that Zionism is irreligious almost justifies 
the sneer of Carlyle that Jews are 
void of a sense of humor. The truth 
is that Zionism is alleged to be irre¬ 
ligious chiefly, if not solely, because 
it does not fit into certain preconcep¬ 
tions of Liberalism,—preconceptions 
which are, or of right ought to have 
become, obsolete, and in truth would 
have become obsolete had it not been 
for the inflexibly conservative char¬ 
acter of much of Jewish pseudo- 
Liberalism. 

All that is meant by the assertion 
that Zionism is irreligious is that it 
does not tally or comport with the 
Jewish Reform movement of thirty 
or fifty or seventy or eighty years 
ago. Failing that, to hold that Zion¬ 
ism is fundamentally irreligious is to 
originate a concept of Judaism the 
validity of which the Liberal Juda¬ 
ism that is worthy of the name earn¬ 
estly challenges. Moreover, Zionism 
is traversed as irreligious, irrespec¬ 
tive of the circumstance that it con¬ 
stitutes a goodly part of the life and 
hope of vast numbers of orthodox 
Jews touching whom it may be said that their religious 
orthodoxy and their Zionism are become complementary 
if not interchangeable terms. 

The truth is that Zionism in and of itself is neither 
religious nor irreligious. Whether it is to be religious 
or not depends upon the way in which it is to be fostered, 
the way in which the Jewish people are to give content 
to their ideal. The argument that Zionism is irreligious 
can rest on only one of two grounds,—first that it is 
not nominally and technically religious. But so to hold 
is to introduce a distinction into Jewish thought which 
never obtained before, a distinction between religion and 
secularism. We do not accept the validity of such divi¬ 
sions within the realm of life. Judaism believes in the 
permeation and the penetration of the whole of life by 
religion so that every phase of life may become an as¬ 
pect of the life religious,—everything to be permeated 
through and through by religion. It were violative of 
every Jewish tradition to stamp Zionism as irreligious 
because it does not bear the form or technique of re¬ 
ligion. 

The other ground for dubbing Zionism as irreligious 
is equally inept.—namely, that it represents race striving 
and race consciousness rather than faith. Back of the 


designation of Zionism as irreligious and un-American 
lies the whole history of the Liberal Jewish movement. 
Liberal Judaism was largely at the outset an intellectual 
revolt. As I have ventured to observe upon another 
occasion in dealing with the false, not real, clashing be¬ 
tween Liberalism and Zionism, it was a rationalist move¬ 
ment expressing itself in the terms of the ghetto. It was 
not without the spirit of religion for naught in Jewish 
life can be, but it was not fundamentally or pervasively 
a movement of religionism as we understand the terms. 

It was natural enough that the Liberalism of the mid¬ 
eighteenth century should have turned away from the 
nationalist ideal. Israel had been denied a place in the 
world, had been wholly shut out, and when at last the 
day dawned on which the walls of 
the ghetto were broken down there 
were those within the life of Israel 
who eagerly took a place in the 
world, any place in the world with¬ 
out and sincerely believed, their faith 
being born of hope, that the time 
was come when all divisions and 
differences that had separated and 
disunited men were forever to be 
-banished or ignored. 

• Two-fold are the reasons for the 
artificial and unhistorical stress in 
our time upon religionism as consti¬ 
tuting the whole of the Jew. On the 
one hand, there is the eagerness to 
minimize differences from non- 
Israel, and this can most effectively 
be done through dwelling upon -the 
barely differentiating religious ele¬ 
ments. Again, there is the anti-na¬ 
tionalism among Jews as among non- 
Jews which is falsely imagined to be 
the needed antidote to the excessive 
nationalism in the world to-day. 

Back of the denial of the Jewish 
or religious character of the Zionist 
movement is the belated,—belated, withal strangely 
enough premature,—fantasy of that internationalism 
which is not internationalism but anti-nationalism,—that 
internationalism which is no more than the vaporing, 
nebulous cosmopolitanism much in vogue half a century 
ago. Then it was believed that all the racial, religious, 
national, lingual boundaries would disappear and that 
out of the inter-racial, inter-religious, international 
caldron or melting pot would emerge a chocolate-colored 
thing, intellectually, morally, racially, nationally, neutral, 
blended, diluted, attenuated into colorlessness in every di¬ 
rection. 

Von Moltke once said that world peace was a dream 
and not even a beautiful dream. Of this conmopolitan- 
ism. boundary-effacing, distinction-minimizing, individ¬ 
uality-destroying cosmopolitanism it might at best have 
been said that it was once a beautiful dream. But, alas, 
the cosmopolitan and anti-national carnival of a genera¬ 
tion and more ago gave rise in turn to that utter sobriety 
which was followed by the inevitable reaction of racial 
and national emphasis and over-emphasis. But Liberals 
there are who hold that this war utterly condemns as 
futile, if not baleful, every racialism, every nationalism. 
On the contrary, if aught has come to light out of the 
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darkness in which men have come to dwell, it is the in¬ 
violability of true racialism, the sanctities of national 
consciousness and national integrity. These stand out 
as they have never stood out before ,and the world that 
is to be reconstituted after the war must give its due 
to every nationalism and every racialism and every re¬ 
ligionism, else will this war be but a prelude to war after 
war. These inviolably sacred things can neither be 
merged nor submerged. From the war there is to result 
not the passing of peoples, the extinction of races, the 
destruction of nations, but the persistence of these in 
mutual tolerance and upon the firm basis of reicprocal 
reverence. Moreover, shall it not be hotly resented that 
nationhood is set up as if it in itself were evil and op¬ 
posed to the spirit of religion ? So to urge is as unrea¬ 
soning as to maintain that religion is evil because its abor¬ 
tions are hypocricy and bigotry. 

The wrong kind of nationalism is wrong, but not the 
right kind. There is an excess as there is a paucity of 
nationalism or racialism or religionism which is bad. But 
these things are not bad in themselves. 

The Jew for a time made a virtue of necessity, accept¬ 
ing as established the fact that Israel was a faith and not 
a people or racial survival. Now the world finds that its 
dreams were vain, that races will go on and nationhoods 
petsist, but Israel alone is still expected to make a necessity 
of its mistaken virtue and to cry on,—Kaftaned Easterner 
and Western captain of finance,—we are of one faith, 
but we are not a race nor a fraction of a race. We are 
at one in nothing save our religion, or irreligion. 

But our irenic anti-Zionist brothers imagine that if they 
iterate often enough that Israel is a religion and nothing 
more, the world without will accept their judgment in 
the question as decisive and irrepealable. As if the world 
accepted our own appraisal of ourselves in any regard! 
Do these really believe that the world thinks of us as dif¬ 
ferent in faith alone, as if, perchance, we were Quakers 
rather than Romans, Methodists rather than Presby¬ 
terians. We may exclaim until Doomsday that we are 
just like the rest of the world in all things save in faith. 
The world benignantly smiles, or malignantly sneers that 
we are different. That we are different is patent in a 
thousand ways, but the difference is not necessarily to 
our credit or discredit, and whether that difference is to 
be creditable or discreditable depends upon whether it is 
translated into distinction rather than persisted in as dis¬ 
tinctiveness. The difference is, or rather the differences 
are,—and our faith is one of the items of difference,— 
one of a great number of differentiae. 

And if we maintain very stoutly that no difference ob¬ 
tains save touching the content of our faith, what shall 
we say of the underlying assumption that unity of faith 
obtains among all Jews? Moreover, what becomes of the 
unbelieving Jews, and there are some such, or are they 
to be read out of Jewish life? Granted that they are, 
the world will smile at the absurdity of it, for it lumps 
us toegther without paying heed to aught save the incon¬ 
trovertible fact that chief among the differentiae is the 
fact of race and all that race means,—history, back¬ 
ground, lineage, consciousness, experience, faith, life, and, 
for Israel, suffering, trial, hope. 

Facts are unannullable, and the fact is that we are a 
race or the surviving members of a racial group,—that 
we are a people yet though not only all men else forget, 
but many of us would fain forget. Moreover, this whole 
theory of religionism as the sole criterion of the content 
of Tewishness has been built up in order to deny the 
racialism of the Jew,—that is, that the element of race 
is chief among the differentiae as between Israel and non- 
Israel. 

Speaking for a moment in terms parenthetic, as a Lib- 
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eral, I admit that to me it seems nothing less than a 
tragedy that Liberal Judaism is ready to divorce itself 
completely from Jewish life. So woeful is the misinter¬ 
pretation of the content of Jewishness that I am fearful 
lest Liberal Judaism become a desicatted sect and fail to 
have part and parcel in Jewish life. This were unhappily, 
but none the less justifiably, the doom of Liberal Judaism, 
if it so will. 

Does it not behoove them that still imagine them¬ 
selves to be in sympathy with the spirit of Liberal Ju¬ 
daism to use the term “irreligious” sparingly? Let it not 
be too freely bandied about for, facing facts frankly, 
there is not too much religion within Liberalism to-day 
any more than within orthodoxy. Under the unhappy 
and erring guidance of those rigidly orthodox Liberals 
whose Liberalism is a cramping memory rather than a 
liberating hope. Liberalism is almost ceasing to be a con¬ 
sciously religious movement. It is, alas, no longer domi¬ 
nantly spiritual, and it comes with poor grace for those 
utter secularists, if so un-Jewish and un-Zionistic a term 
may be employed, to dub Zionists irreligious, seeing how 
much of irreligion obtains within the ranks of so-called 
Liberal Judaism. 

As for giving justification to the anti-Semite through 
our persistence in the Zionist faith, what of that? 
Granted that it be true,—and it is not true, save as the 
term has regard to Jewish anti-Semitism in whatsoever 
guise.—anti-Semitism is not so much in opposition to 
Semitism as it is the denial of the Jew’s non-Semit- 
ism. Or are we to change the texture of our lives and 
the habit of our souls to avert the ill-will,—and not al¬ 
ways real ill-will,—of the anti-Semites? Is that pos¬ 
sible, and if possible or feasible, is it ever desirable? 

Ajid the unwisdom, not to say folly, and the injustice, 
not to say shame, of lightly using such terms as “un- 
American” and “hyphenated Americanism” with resepct 
to those of us who are Zionists 1 Not only will all those 
terms hurt in all, but they represent the gravest and most 
unpardonable of injustices. We who are Zionists stand 
in a peculiarly unassailable position, for America means 
not the triumph of one race or faith or nationality. Ore 
becomes an American not by surrendering self but by 
spending self in a maximum of loyalty and service. 

How can Zionism be irreligious, for behold its works 
vivifying and spiritualizing! How can Zionism be irre¬ 
ligious, seeing that it saves the Jew, and without the Jew 
Judaism cannot be. If the Jew pass, then is Judaism per¬ 
ished. Zionism saves the Jew and to save the Jew is 
ultimately to save Judaism. We have too long been 
working at the wrong end, trying to save the Jew through 
Judaism whereas Zionism saves Judaism through the 
Jew. 

It may be possible for some men to escape the en¬ 
thusiasm and religious passion of such a great and en¬ 
nobling movement as Zionism has proved itself to be in 
the life of Israel for half a generation and then to brand 
that as irreligious by which one has somehow remained 
untouched. I do not insist that Zionism is a religion, nor 
yet that it can take the place of religion in the life of mul¬ 
titudes of Jews, but it is indubitably become a part of 
the religious life of the Jew and it is being served with 
nothing less than religious consecration and religious pas¬ 
sion. The Jew clings to Zionism in the spirit of religion. 
It has deepened his interest in Jewish problems, quick¬ 
ened the pulses of his Jewish life, stirred the sympathies 
of the Jewish people, again introduced into Israel a spirit 
of fraternity which can never come through the giving 
of alms but only through the prosecution of a great pur¬ 
pose. Religiously democratizing and fraternalizing has 
become and is destined to remain Zionism upon American 
Israel,—upon Israel. 
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Zionism and the War 

BY ISRAEL ZANGWILL 

(Special interview with Israel Zangwill by M. J. Woddis.) 



jEVER before in all the history of our 
chequered career has the problem of 
our future as a people so engaged the 
anxious concern of our well-tried lead¬ 
ers as at the present critical time. 
Once again the dead members, the dry 
bones of our race, are stirring them¬ 
selves into life and being. The call has gone forth for 
action, for immediate action. The crying problems 
of the poignant present clamor aloud for solution. A 
modus operandi, as well as a modus vhendi, is greatly 
needed. 

On all hands the Orthodox Jew and Reforme - , Zion¬ 
ist and Non-Zionist, Assimilant and Culturist, Philan¬ 
thropist and Socialist, are busily applying themselves, 
each from their own point of 
view, to ameliorate the economic 
and political conditions of our 
war-stricken brethren. 

Armageddon has drawn for us 
a new angle of vision. New bat¬ 
tle cries resound; new weapons 
of construction are being forged. 

The narrow Shibbolets of a 
wrangling past have lost much 
of their exclusive meaning. The 
Zionist is not averse from de¬ 
manding civic rights for Jews, 
where these are denied to them, 
yes, and even the Reformer and 
Assimilant are ready to raise 
“the right hand for Jerusalem.” 

Confronted by this novel situ¬ 
ation in our communal politics, 

I hurridly took the train for 
Angmering, the Sussex sea-side 
home of the great Jewish 
thinker, Israel Langwill, to con¬ 
sult him about the future policy 
of our race at this terrible crisis 
in the world’s history. 

I luckily found him in one of 
his few leisurely moments, sit¬ 
ting in the mild Spring air of his 
delightfully trimmed garden, 
playing a game of chess with his own Son, Ayrton 
Israel, now a tall giant of nine years of age. 

Just as I approached, Israel Zangwill, junior, flound¬ 
ered about on the board with a few remaining pawns, 
calling aloud in a strident voice, “Check!” while his 
other decimated pieces indifferently lay “dead” on the 
verdant grass of the freshly-cut lawn. 

“The pawns in the game, like the small nationalties, 
stand very little chance against the bigger pieces,” I 
ventured to remark. Quick as lightning, Israel Zang¬ 
will, junior, retorted: 

“Look! He’s slyly just making his Queen. And so, 
a pawn in the European game, by moving up, can also 
become a Queen.” 

Notwithstanding the absorbing interest of the game 
both Israel Zangwill, the greater, and Israel Zangwill, 
the lesser, mutually and good humoredly agreed to ad¬ 
journ the game in deference to my visit. Having ex¬ 
plained the nature of my errand to Israel Zangwill, 
the elder, he laughingly queried: 


ISRAEL ZANGWILL 

Courtesy of “The American Hebrew' 


“An interview for The Maccabaean? But the Mac- 
cabaean is a Zionist magazine, and, as you know, I 
have long ago severed my official connections with 
Zionism; so how can you ask me to give you an inter¬ 
view for a Zionist paper?” 

Naturally I then hastened to assure him that al¬ 
though he no longer regarded himself as an official 
Zionist, yet, he was always respected and admired by 
Zionists and Non-Zionists alike, in fact by Jewry in 
general, for his persistent and consistent championing 
of the Jewish Cause in and out of season, and what 
is more, even at a time when a certain amount of super¬ 
human courage was needed for the true expression of 
one’s own convictions. 

“Many thanks!’ he genially responded, “but I will 
only speak on condition of not 
being held responsible for the 
utterances you may attribute to 
me. This is no time for inter¬ 
views, but for exact statements 
over one’s own signature. Such 
a statement must be sought in 
my new book. In Germany my 
name has become trifa as a Pro- 
Russian, while in England I am 
abused as an Anti-Russian. 

“My book, ‘The War for the 
World,’ which I have just sent 
to the Macmillan Company in 
America, and which will be pub¬ 
lished here by Heinemann will 
make my exact position clear— 
the position of a trustee of civili¬ 
zation, who desires, among many 
other things, that Russia should 
take her place among her Liberal 
Allies, as a Liberal State. I am 
as little Anti-Russian as those 
severe critics of Russia, viz, 
Miluikoff, Dubzinsky, Gorky, 
Andreyeff, and I am ready to 
forgive Russia, if she changes 
from being a land of pogroms to 
a land of progress. 

“In the same way it is unfair 
and nonsensical to label me as an Anti-Palestinian, 
because I have honestly attempted to point out to 
Jews of the difficulites they would have to sur¬ 
mount in Palestine. Did an opportunity arise of ac¬ 
quiring Palestine, the ITO would be the first body to 
move toward its acquisition, since it is committed to 
every—and to no—territory.” 

Turning round in his desk-chair, he suddenly burst 
out, 

“But tell me, how can Palestine be secured as a 
legally-assured home for the Jewish people, when the 
Jewish people does not exist. To expect the Jews to, 
work at the present time as an international political 
body for Palestine is simply Meshuggas. In most of 
the belligerent countries the Zionist movement is like 
the Hoist in a state of suspended animation, as Zion¬ 
ists have been called away to the trenches. The Con¬ 
gress cannot be held, and the only meeting place for 
Zionists to-day is as enemies on the battle-field. 

“And further, the sinews of Zionism, have been much 
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impaired; the money which might have been collected 
for Shekolim and the National Fund must perforce 
nowadays be diverted into other channels. The in¬ 
sistent cry of hunger and distress in Central Europe 
and in Palestine is rising in volume day by day. And 
who knows what utter misery and desolation there 
must be in those Jewish war-areas? Can Zionism for 
the moment do anything for these poor sufferers? 
Zionists cannot even send the starving refugees to 
Palestine, which promises in the near future to flow 
with blood and tears again. In Russia, and especially 
Poland, the whole Zionist organization has neces¬ 
sarily collapsed in the general ruin of the Pole. Many 
Zionists have been cast into prison, the Yiddish and 
Zionist Press annihilated with one stroke of the pen, 
and Zionist meetings and collections forbidden under 
a strict penalty of imprisonment. So how Zionist can 
glibly talk of Jewish nationality or achieve any Jew¬ 
ish solidarity in the face of the wreck and destruction 
of Polish and Lithuanian Jewry baffles my under¬ 
standing. But of course dogmas are independent of 
reason. 

“The other day I received a ‘Declaration of the Basle 
Programme’ from the English Zionist Federation, ask¬ 
ing me to subscribe my name thereto. They are send¬ 
ing these ‘Declarations’ out broadcast throughout the 
iand to obtain signatures for a gigantic petition to the 
Powers on the conclusion of hostilities. Needless to 
say, I refused to sign my name to the bill, for the 
Basle Programme asks for a legally-assured home for 
the Jewish people, which, as I showed you before, does 
not exist. I wrote back to say that if the Federation 
were willing to amend the wording of ‘a legally-as¬ 
sured home for the Jewish people’ to ‘a legally-as¬ 
sured home for a Jewish people,’ that I would gladly 
add my name to the ‘Declaration.’ This offer was not 
accepted. 

“Now my point is that there is no such thing as 
the Jewish nation, nor could any considerable fraction 
of the so-called Jewish nation go into Palestine. And 
if only a section of Jewry went to Palestine, it could 
never legislate for the Jewish nation, but merely for 
a Jewish nation. This great war, the most terrible in 


all history, has irrevocably split up Jews into dismem¬ 
bered units, into scattered Jewish communities, divi¬ 
ded and separated from one another by reason of their 
divergent aims and interests, which must necessarily 
arise while Jews continue to be subjects of various 
rival states. And even after the war it will be for 
years extremely difficult to repair the breaches made 
in the walls of Jewish unity. 

Is there no hope then for Jewish Nationalism after 
the war. 

“Certainly none outside Palestine or a Jewish 
territory. Our people is not great or heroic enough 
to stand out against the environment. Is it not 
more than likely that after an oceanic shedding of 
Jewish blood, that Jews will feel more attached to 
their separate Fatherlands than before the war? The 
battle-field obliterates or weakens old prejudices. And 
where Jews and Christians have suffered a common 
suffering, have mingled their blood together in the 
face of a common enemy, is it likely that all these 
physical sacrifices will be easily forgotten in a day? 
Jews in England, Jews in France, Jews in Italy, Jews 
in Russia will unquestionably be strengthened only the 
more in their patriotism for the countries for which 
they have surrendered their all.” 

So what have Jews to work for? 

“Jews in the various countries have to agitate to 
secure their full religious, national, civic and political 
rights, on the same terms as they are, or may be, 
granted to their fellow-citizens.” 

On my expressing “a philosophic doubt” of an op¬ 
timistic interpretation of the Jewish future, he said: 

“I have an unshaken belief in the conquest of good 
over evil; Ahriman will banish Oxmugd. The truly 
democratic in Europe is bound to prevail in the end. 
Even in Russia things look more promising than they 
did before. The Real Russia, I mean the Liberal Rus¬ 
sia, the Russia with its great heart and lofty soul, will 
inevitably soar above the sordid doings of its bureaur 
cracy and unfurl for Europe a new banner of Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity.” 

At this the maid approached with the tea things, 
and the conversation passed into other channels. 


The Program For To-Morrow 

BY DR. HORACE M. KALLEN 


HOSE Zionists who were present at the 
Rochester Convention in June, 1914. and 
remember the doubt and timidity with 
which a budget of ten thousand dollars 
was voted to carry on the whole work 
of Zionist administration and propa¬ 
ganda in the United States must feel 
both pride and pleasure in the record of the organiza¬ 
tion for the last two years. The ten thousand dollars 
have gone up into the hundred thousands, and not only 
has the work of propaganda and education in this country 
increased a hundred fold, but the organization has main¬ 
tained the Zionist institutions in Palestine, subsidized and 
carried on the international administration, and helped 
thousands of individuals to succor their friends abroad 
and to prevent their being submitted to the so-frequently 
avoidable humiliations of public relief. 

That the European crisis has undoubtedly called forth 
a high degree of latent energy and has put Zionists on 


their mettle, no one will deny. But the crisis alone 
would have been altogether inadequate to evoke the 
energies and the devotion with which the new situation 
lias been met. One need only consider the activities of 
other units like the American Jewish Committee and the 
relief committees to realize this insufficiency. The fact 
is that the other groups are without real leadership, 
while the Zionists have at last found a leader. Without 
the abounding patience, the keenness of insight, the ca¬ 
pacity to grasp detail in terms of general principles, the 
power to organize and administer—all animated by a 
disinterestedness and loyalty without parallel—of Justice 
Brandeis, none of these achievements could have come 
about. The leader has given to the Zionists of America 
and to the Zionists of the world an example and a pro¬ 
gram. He has taken the implications of the Zionist ideal 
at their face value, and he has asked from each Zionist 
only what be has required of himself. Slowly but stead¬ 
ily. an undisciplined and unorganized body of talkers 
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with good intentions is being welded into an organism 
inspired by an ideal of action as well as imagination. 
The process is unspeakably slow in view of the needs that 
call, but it is a real process. It is not realizing itself 
without resistance. The notion of discipline and intel¬ 
ligence co-operation is no less foreign to Zionists than it 
is to the whole Jewish nationality. Without it, nothing 
can be accomplished, and the social ineffectuality of the 
Jews has been due largely to the fact that they insist on 
being without it. In communal life our people have been 
anarchs rather than democrats. Their democracy has 
been one of protest, not creation. Brandeis has brought 
us the idea of democracy as a creative and organizing 
force rather than democracy as a retaliatory and rebellious 
reaction. He has made Zionism in the daily life of the 
average Zionist a constructive program. The items of 
this program are familiar to all of us,—the reorganiza¬ 


tion of the whole movement on lines that will give free 
play everywhere in the land to individual talent and in¬ 
dividual distinction in the service of the cause; the spread 
of information, the education of our Zionist comrades 
and all our fellow-citizens, Jewish and Gentile alike, in 
the purpose, achievements and problems of the move¬ 
ment; the maintenance of our institutions in Palestine 
as the indispensible instrument of self-help and self- 
respect for our colonists there; the Americanization of 
Jewry in the United States through the Congress move¬ 
ment. 

There is nothing to add to this program, nothing to 
subtract from itT What is most important for us is to 
recognize the fundamental necessity of discipline, and to 
follow our leader as loyally^and with as complete a for¬ 
getfulness of self as utter a self-dedication to the cause 
as his own. 


To a Bird 

BY JESSIE E. SAMPTER 
(From the Hebrew of H. N. Bialik) 


Greetings! Peace to you, returning. 
Lovely bird, unto my window 
From a warmer clime! 

How my soul for songs was yearning 
When my dwelling you deserted 
In the winter-time! 

Chirping, singing, dearest, birdling. 

Tell the wonders of that distant 
Land from which you came. 

In that fairer, warmer climate 
Are the troubles and the trials 
Multiplied the same? 

Do you bring me friendly greetings 
From my brothers there in Zion, 
Brothers, for yet near? 

O the happy! O the blessed! 

Do they guess what heavy sorrows 
I must suffer here? 

Do they know and could they picture 
How the many rise against me 
How their hatred swells? 

Singing, singing, O my birdling 
Sing the wonders of the land where 
Spring forever dwells. 

Does your singing bring me greeting 
From the land, its glens and valleys. 
Mountain height and cleft? 

Has her God compassioned Zion? 

Is she still to graves deserted, 

Only ruins left? 

Tell me, does the Vale of Sharon, 

Do the highlands of Lebonah 
Drop their nard and myrrh? 

Does the oldest of the forests 

Wake from sleep? Is ancient, slumbering 

Lebanon astir? 


Falls the dew like pearls on Hermon, 

From its snowy heights descending 
Tearlike does it fall? 

How fare Jordan’s shining waters, 

How the hills and how the hillocks 
And the mountains all ? 

Has the heavy cloud departed, 

Spreading o’er them deathly shadow, 

Dark, enshrouding breath? 

Singing, chirping, tell me, birdling, 

Of the country where my fathers 
Found their life, their death. 

Have the blossoms that I planted 
Not yet withered as I withered? 

(Old am I, and wan.— 

Fruitful days I, too, remember 
Like themselves, but now I’m faded. 

Now my strength is gone.) 

Chirping, singing, whisper, birdling, 

Secrets of the shrubs and bushes, 
Murmurings of their shoots. 

Have they news of mercies coming, 

Have they hopes, as Lebanon’s humming, 
So to swing with fruits? 

And the laborers, my brothers,— 

Have not these who sowed with weeping 
Reaped with song and psalm? 

Oh, that I had wings to fly with, 

Fly unto the land where flourish 
Almond tree and palm ! 

I myself, what shall I tell you, 

Lovely bird, what stories hope you 
From my lips to know? 

In this far, cold land, no singing, 

Only sighs and lamentations, 

Only groans and woe. 
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Treason 


BY DR. SCHMARYA LEVIN 



LL agree that a nation lives not on its 
present alone, and can never reach per¬ 
fection if it wanders too far from the 
source of its past. The generation can 
best serve the interest of society if it 
moulds its present from its past. As 

_a generation does not come into being 

by itself, so it cannot remain apart from the past. It 
is but a single link in an historical chain. 

This view is accepted by all who study the develop¬ 
ment of nations and serves as a starting point for the 
hypothesis and the conclusion drawn therefrom. “Look 
unto the rock whence ye were hewn and to the hole of 
the pit whence ye were dug up”—this is one of the prin¬ 
ciples in the history of nations. “Ailei Toldoth(these 
are the generations) with these words all Sedras begin 
except the first, Bereshith. We cannot 
search within its mysterious depth nor 
unfold the beginning of all beginnings. 

The beginning of the creation is not 
termed the first day but “one day”; 
the others, however, are not termed 
“Two,” “Three,” but “second” and 
“third,” for they follow in the path 
of what preceded. 

It follows then—that we cannot re¬ 
volt against the past, we cannot di¬ 
vorce with tradition and depart from 
what has been culturally stored up, 
which eventually becomes part of the 
national identity. A nation that re¬ 
volts against its own past, that di¬ 
vorces with tradition, and departs 
from its own culture, commits suicide, 
effaces itself, becomes a heap of dry 
bones, a mob of disintegrated indi¬ 
viduals, neither able to bear fruit 
themselves nor able to make others 
bear fruit, and destined to pass away 
from the world. 

Of course, the past cannot be al¬ 
tered, for it has been stored away and 
sealed. Nothing can be added to the 
past nor subtracted therefrom. Tradition and national 
culture, although belonging to the past, are, however, sub¬ 
ject to change, not in its content of course, but its value 
and influence in life. One generation makes sacred the 
commonplace, while another generation may secularize 
the holy, because the one cannot liberate itself from the 
conditions of the time and place that created it. It some¬ 
times happens that conditions created by others impose 
upon us their heavy yoke and force us to compromise. 
This is the tax that life imposes even on self-governing 
nations, and more so on nationalities subject to other 
nations and are compelled to yield to the spirit of the 
dominant nation. 

Thus traditions do not remain stationary in value, 
but change from one generation to the other, assuming 
different forms and new values in the process of ad¬ 
justment to the current of life. For this reason there 
is no cause for pessimism when we see the children of 
one generation change their standards of things sacred 
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and profane; no longer considering holy what was holy 
to a previous generation. Consider the matter with care 
and insight and you will perceive that this change of re¬ 
lation is but the natural outcome of time and place. Even 
where such changes tend to immediate harm, if their ef¬ 
fect do not undermine the roots of nationality, there is 
the posisbility of healing the hurt that has been done. A 
new generation will arise and will heal and strengthen that 
which has been weakened by the previous generation. We 
have seen such alternate developments. Generations suc¬ 
ceeding those generations which have wandered away 
from tneir original source often have returned. 

However this holds good only then when these changes 
do not destroy the very roots, when they do not bear 
the poison of treason, where there is not the will to 
destroy, when the mark of Hefkairuth is not stamped 
upon it. For he who tampers with 
the roots weakens the very soul of 
the nation and banishes himself from 
the Klal. He commits treason. 

This form of treachery is naturally 
nore frequent and among subjugated 
and dependent nations than among 
self-governing free nations whose de¬ 
velopment suffer no pressure from 
without. 

Two fundamental principles control 
the cultural man: The individual (the 
Self) and the collective whole (the 
Many), i. e., the single individual and 
the social being, contending with each 
other, each invading the other’s terri¬ 
tory. The “Self’ in man’s soul 
strives to prevent the “ Many ” from 
invading it’s domain; it hates suzer¬ 
ainty from without and desires to 
avoid the yoke of commands and 
laws. Nevertheless desiring unity, it 
subjects itself to the will of the Many. 
And so, one is mistaken when he 
thinks that the collective force of the 
“Klal” (collective whole) expresses in 
itself merely the sum of forces 
of many distinct individuals. An aggregation of indi¬ 
viduals does not by itself make a collective force. The 
collective force of the “Klal” is created by adding the 
principle of the unified whole. 

It follows therefore that when the force of the indi¬ 
vidual of the cultural man tends to prevent him from 
uniting with society, the force that calls him to take his 
place among men (the call of the social being) draws him 
on, and he is absorbed by the “Klal,” (or com¬ 
munity). As the united and well ordered “Many" are 
stronger than the isolated individual, there is developed 
the governing political power. This is the categorical 
imperative controlling society. 

When a nation governs itself and creates its own laws 
and regulations, except in isolated instances the individ¬ 
ual does not revolt against his nationality, for then revolt¬ 
ing against one’s nationality is identical with revolt against 
the government and carries with it the danger of punish¬ 
ment. Not so is it with subjugated nations. Here the 
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law giver is outside the nation and there is no harmony 
between the requirements for the defense of the national 
entity and the laws made to govern the people. On the 
contrary, the dominant nation aims to destroy the nation¬ 
ality of the subjugated, and strives to reward individual 
treachery to the subjugated nationality with special privi¬ 
leges and by conferring special prerogatives. When the 
individual knows his treachery will be rewarded and he 
desires that which his own nationality has caused to be 
withdrawn from him, then he is likely to act as a unit 
or individual only, and to desert his own camp. Were 
it not for the power of tradition and the inheritance of 
generations, no one could resist the force that drives him 
from the “Rial” (collective whole) to the “Prat” (unit). 
The opening draws the thief and self-gratification calls 


forth the traitor. 

Far worse are the traitors of subjugated nationalities 
than those of dominant nations. The latter know the 
transgression and are also aware of the punishment re¬ 
sulting therefrom. They know that society will banish 
them forever and their names bear eternal stigma. The 
first, however, will lose nothing; on the contrary, reward 
accompanies the treachery. They deny their nation¬ 
ality and reap worldly honors, they preach and 
pray for national death but their influence is not dimim 
ished by it. They destroy their own, in order to be ad¬ 
mitted into a strange world not their own, even though 
they are not admitted “into the parlor” but must be satis¬ 
fied with the “vestibule,” to stand like beggars on the 
threshold. 


Progress 

BY DR. HARRY FRIEDENWALD 



has made great progress in the 
United States. The days are past when 
it was represented by a small number of 
“Chovevi Zion” who had brought their 
cherished ideal from the Jewish centers 
in Europe or by a few individuals who 
had become inspired by the old, the un¬ 
dying national hope of our people clad in a modern garb. 
Then the number of those who called themselves Zionists 
was insignificant, they were the objects of scorn and 
ridicule, on every side they were met by boastful ignor¬ 
ance or by wilful misrepresentation. 

But the movement made progress; those joined the 
movement who were capable of being thrilled with en¬ 
thusiasm ; those joined who saw in the condition of the 
Jewish people a great world problem, 
who felt that the situation of Jewry 
was intolerable and could be righted 
only through the efforts of the Jews 
themselves. They entered the grow¬ 
ing ranks of Zionists throughout the 
world. 

Even the tragic and untimely death 
of our great leader, Herzl, did not 
stop the progress. Everywhere new 
adherents were won; everywhere the 
magic of the gTeat ideal set afire new 
souls, gave them a new purpose in life, 
the purpose of serving their people, 
of helping their people regain the 
position in the world, which it right¬ 
fully deserves, filled their lives with 
a new joy, the joy of service to a 
lofty and noble ideal. Thus the move¬ 
ment grew, thus the small number be¬ 
came large, and the hopes and long¬ 
ings of the few became diffused 
throughout the masses. 

The progress made by the pioneers 
in Palestine won over those who were 
"practical,”’ the new-birth and the 
spread of the Hebrew language demonstrated the power, 
the almost magical power of the Zionist spirit. The 
international organization had been strengthened; there 
was no country, no city in the world where it was not 
represented. The financial institutions were growing 
stronger, and their strength was aiding the movement 
in Palestine. 

Then came the War. The strongest of us became 
faint. What would become of the great international 



organization when all the great nations were at war? 
Finally when Turkey entered, who knew what calam¬ 
ity this might bring to the work of settlement, built up 
upon the lives of those noble men and women who had 
taken on themselves the work of redemption of our 
people. 

But even these calamities did not paralyze our efforts. 
We, who had always depended upon our brethren in 
Europe to do the great work of advancing Zionism, now 
took upon ourselves the task of sustaining and protecting 
our institutions in Palestine. 

The Providence that watches over Israel sent as our 
Ambassador to Turkey, a man who became devoted to 
our ancient land; to his constant vigilance and care we 
owe it that our brethren have been spared and saved 
from many a danger. No Zionist can 
fail to appreciate the service of Am¬ 
bassador Morgenthau at a most critical 
period in our history. 

And the same Providence has given 
us a leader in this country; a man who 
had won for himself the unique posi¬ 
tion of champion of the people and 
who now at the zenith of his power 
was ready to serve his own people 
with that wisdom and devotion with 
which he had served his country. This 
man is Louis D. Brandeis, now placed 
upon the highest tribunal of the world, 
the man who has shown that a Jew 
can be the best of citizens and yet re¬ 
main loyal to his people and ready to 
serve it with all his heart and all his 
might. 

Thus Zionism has progressed,— 
has become a great movement, a 
great force throughout American 
Jewry. Ridicule and scorn are no 
longer hurled against it. “Fear and 
terror have fallen upon our enemies’' 
—and they now combat us with theo- 
and impotently thunder forth their 
anathemas. But the progress of Zionism has not been 
impeded by them. Yes, the world itself has begun to 
understand our purposes and sympathize with our hopes. 
The subject which once furnished academic discussion in 
the meeting rooms of Zionist societies are now studied 
seriously in the cabinets of the nations. Let us hope that an 
early peace will see us nearer our goal! May our people 
be rewarded according to the measure of their suffering. 


DR. HARRY FRIEDENWALD 
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Yigael: A Story of Merchaviah 

(Part Two) 

BY M. BERNSTEIN and N. STRAUS 


ACK to the settlement at once,” shouted 
the head of the Vaad. “Hurry! Run! or 
all will be lost.” The Merchavians 
knew that the news of Selim’s death 
would be signalled to all the neighbor¬ 
ing villages, and that in an hour’s time 
hundreds and thousands of Arabs would 
rush together to bury the dead body and to swear to 
avenge his blood. They hastened to the settlement to 
protect their homes and their lives. 

They began their preparations without the loss of a 
second, for they expected a tremendous assault. They 
immediately brought all their valuables to the “Hospital,” 
(the room adjoining the communal living-room); they 
woke the doctor, who had come back exhausted that 
very day from a nearby village where she had been 
tending a sick Arab, 
and set her and the 
other girls to work on 
preparing quarters for 
thq wounded. The big 
table was brought in 
from the living-room, 
and placed in the center 
of the room after the 
long boards which 
formed its top had been 
turned; this was to be 
the operating table. 

When they had arrang¬ 
ed the instruments, they 
distributed the band¬ 
ages and plasters 
among the girls. Then 
they ran to the barn, 
where the weapons 
were kept. The best 
marksmen got the re¬ 
volvers and Mausers, 
the others took what¬ 
ever they could lay 
their hands on; heavy iron cudgels, pitchforks, hatchets, 
and other farming implements. They dressed them¬ 
selves in black so as not to be distinguishable in the dark¬ 
ness of the night. All the lights were blown out, and a 
general rush was made to the entrances of the settle¬ 
ment. These they barricaded with wagons which they had 
overturned, with logs, and with fragments of roofs, tom 
off from the nearest huts. 

They decided to defend the whole settlement if pos¬ 
sible, and if not, to concentrate their forces on “the 
house,” which, as they declared, would be surrendered 
only when the last of them had died. 

“If we hold the house, the whole settlement is ours,” 
explained Meirke, the expert in Turkish law. 

A messenger was sent to apprise the Kaimakam in 
Nazareth of the impending attack. Of course it was 
difficult and dangerous for any one to slip out of the 
settlement and through the Arab ranks, but Meirke in¬ 
sisted that this had to be done. 

“Among us Turks, whoever arrives first at headquar¬ 
ters with his complaint is in the right,” he said. 

When these preparations had been completed, they be¬ 
came somewhat calmer and tried to discover what was 
going on in the enemy’s camp. From every side there 


shone bonfires, the signals of the Arabs calling for help. 
And from all the hills Arabs, on horseback and on foot, 
men and women, old and young, poured down in a swift 
stream. The air rang with shots, discharged from old- 
fashioned revolvers. The Arabs were shooting into 
the air in order to give themselves courage, and to call 
greater numbers to their aid. They gathered in masses 
around Selim’s body. The women, sobbing, screaming, 
and wailing, told of the glory of the dead man, of his 
strength and valor, of his great wisdom. They cursed 
the dogs, the sons of dogs, the “Muskobs,” who had 
shed the blood of the innocent and righteous. The men 
insisted on the necessity of a swift and terrible revenge, 
meanwhile shouting and quarreling and building more 
bonfires. 

Suddenly there was a profound silence, and the gruff 

voice of the old Sheikh 
was heard. 

“My sons, my heroes, 
I am already an old 
man. It is almost thir¬ 
ty years since Allah en¬ 
trusted his flocks to me, 
to guard them from 
danger, and I was thir¬ 
ty years old when my 
father, the holy Sheikh 
went to Heaven, to 
smoke narghilah to¬ 
gether with Mohammed 
and the other holy 
prophets. Those, my 
sons, were good times. 
Allah guarded us from 
locusts, famine, and the 
Muskobs. A few in¬ 
fidels used to come 
here, but they did not 
take our land, nor kill 
our heroes, and they 
respected and esteemed 
us. You remember, of course, how we used to attack their 
wagons in this very valley, while they were traveling to 
Nazareth. We took their goods and their money, their 
horses and their wagons, and stripped them before send¬ 
ing them on their way. We did as we were commanded 
by Allah, through Mohammed his prophet. And now, 
because of our sins, hard times have come to us. The 
Muskobs have planted their refiling feet in the valley, 
have taken our land, and as if that were not enough, 
have begun to kill us. Behold before your eyes the body 
of my brother, pierced by the robbers’ bullets, my brother 
who went forth on horseback to guard the property of 
the Moslems from the infidels, and was attacked by ten 
faint-hearted rabbits who wanted to take his horse. 
When he tried to protect his horse a treacherous hand 
fired at him and brought down his glorious youth to a 
bloody grave. The blood of our unfortunate brother 
cries to us from the ground, and demands revenge, re¬ 
venge on the Muskobs.” 

The infuriated mob measured swords, and with hid¬ 
eous curses expressed their fierce anger and determina¬ 
tion. For a long time their cries for revenge rang 
through the night. Then again they were silent, for 
they heard another voice, the voice of a young Arab, 
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When the Light Appeared They Perceived Groups of Soldiers Coming 
Along the Komi from Nazareth. 
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quieting them with restraining words, and bidding them 
to consider carefully before rushing to attack the settle¬ 
ment. He reminded them that the Jews were fully 
armed, that they had Mausers which shoot at long range 
and that they were all heroes and would fight to the last 
drop of blood, in defending their crops and their lives. 
“Be careful, lest many of you go up this hill and never 
come down again,” he concluded. 

Again there were cries, wails, and lamentations from 
the women, and again hot disputes raged among the men. 
Finally, encouraged by the youngest and bravest among 
them, they determined to attack the settlement im¬ 
mediately, and to avenge themselves unto the death. 

This decision alarmed the listening Mcrchavians. What 
could they, so few in number, do against this huge mob of 
enraged Arabs, who were entering upon a “holy war” to 
avenge the blood of their brother? It was already eleven 
o'clock, but the soldiers from Nazareth would not be 
able to reach there until morning, and there was a long, 
long, night before them. 

“We have quite a few bullets,” said the man who was 
in charge of the arms; “but he who wastes one of them 
will be guilty before this land of ours, which we have 
striven so hard to acquire. And don’t forget that the bullets 
we have are fewer than the Arabs there in the valley.” 

And the Merchavians did not waste their bullets. 
While the Arabs were shrieking and quarreling and 
shooting in the valley, there was complete silence in the 
camp on the hill; not a shot, not a cry. 

And then five hundred riders, the most daring of the 
Arab camp, jumped on their proud horses and started 
up the hill with war-cries, curses, and shots. “Mitbach 
el Muskob, mitbach el Yahud.” (Death to the Muskob, 
death to the Jew). Thus the Arab women urged their 
men on to the battle. But these excessively heroic war¬ 
riors rode up to the settlement—and then turned around 
and descended to the valley once more. Not a single one 
of them had had the courage to break into the settlement, 
over which hung impenetrable darkness and menacing 
silence. Several times they attempted an “attack,” and 
always with the same result. They started out with 
yells and battle-cries, but were too cowardly to carry their 
threats into effect. 

The Sheikh, disgusted with this exhibition of coward¬ 
ice, decided to lead them himself. He clambered, stiff 
with age, on his powerful horse, drew up before the camp, 
and ordered them all to follow. But by the time he ar¬ 
rived at the settlement they had all deserted him. The 
Arabs had learned from the men who had accompanied 
Selim in his attack on Yigael how the thing had really 
hap;>ened, and they were afraid; not of the settlers, nor 
of their excellent weapons, but only of Yigael. A mystic 
dread had overcome them, a fear of the man who had 
fought with ten adversaries and had conquered. But 
the Sheikh, believing them to be ignorant of the truth, 
did not understand their seeming cowardice, and called 
to them angrily that he would enter the settlement alone 
and thus prove to them that there was no cause for fear. 

He approached the settlement shouting to the Jews that 
he had been sent as a messenger of peace by his brothers, 
and asked permission to enter. This request was granted 
only after he had handed his sword and his gun to one 
of the settlers. The Jews had watched the Arabs as they 
ascended the hill several times and turned back irreso¬ 
lutely, and understood that they were afraid. They saw 
through the ruse of the Sheikh and determined to answer 
his ruse with another and to make him believe that there 
was a large force of armed men in Merchaviah. As soon 
as the Sheikh entered he found himself closely guarded 


by the two strongest men of the settlement. A long, seem¬ 
ingly endless line of formidably armed metl passed before 
his wondering eyes. Little did he know that as soon as 
they were out of his sight the men handed their weapons 
to others who in turn passed before him. “Where 
do all these armed men come from?” he asked himself. 
“They must have sent help from the other settlements. 
But when did it come? There is no settlement nearby.” 
He did not have time to consider this question, for in 
front of him Yigael sprang up as if from out of the 
ground. 

“You are a welcome guest if you come as a messenger 
of peace,” said Yigael quietly. “If you demand money 
for the life of your brother, you will get it from me, and 
there will be peace between neighbors. If you ask me to 
give myself up to our just and noble government, I shall 
accede to that too. But if you prefer battle—look at 
these heroes! Look,” he continued, and his voice rang 
strong and hard. “Do you see this deep valley? Your 
dead bodies will make it grow into a lofty mountain be¬ 
fore we will give up the settlement.” 

The Sheikh cast a searching glance at the men who 
surrounded him and answered: “Let me go and consult 
with my brothers.” 

He went down into the valley and related to the elders 
of his tribe that he had seen hundreds of Jews armed 
to the teeth. Allah alone knew whence they had come. 
Even if all the Arabs in the valley would join in an attack 
against them it would be impossible to oust them from 
the settlement. The elders decided to wait until dawn, 
when the soldiers would come from Nazareth, (for they 
had also sent for soldiers, and when they would be able 
to distinguish what was going on in the settlement. The 
younger men, however, complained bitterly, and cried 
that it was a disgrace not to avenge the blood that had 
been spilled while the body of the dead man was lying 
there before them. They begged the Sheikh to let them 
go up the hill at least once more, so that they might show 
their contempt for a mere handful of Jews. But the 
elders, realizing that this expedition would take the same 
course as the previous ones pacified them with words of 
wisdom, interspersed with maxims from the Koran and 
the other holy books. 

All through the night the Arabs leaped over their bon¬ 
fires ; all through the night they whistled and cursed and 
fired off their guns into the air: all through the night 
they yelped and wailed over the dead body. 

But in the settlement there was profound silence. The 
Merchavians were busily barricading the passageways, 
and adding to the height of the walls. They too waited 
impatiently for the coming of the soldiers. As dawn 
was breaking, the Question was asked: what was to be 
done with Yigael? The first to think of this was Meirke, 
the exnert in Turkish law. He said that when the soldiers 
would come and find Yigael they would have him im¬ 
prisoned for at least fifteen years. 

“Fifteen years in a Turkish prison!” they all exclaimed 
in horror. Several suggestions .were made as to how to 
save him from this dreadful fate. Some of them pro¬ 
posed flight as the best mode of escape from this per¬ 
plexing situation. But how could he escape while the 
settlement was surrounded by hundreds of armed Arabs? 
This was an insurmountable difficulty. Some of them ad¬ 
vised Yigael to disguise himself as a woman, and to leave 
the se’tlement as a traveler in the wagon which had ar¬ 
rived from Jemma the night before. But this project in¬ 
volved puttting the driver as well as Yigael in danger of 
being killed. And so Yigael insisted on staying where he 
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was, and before long had thought of a possible hiding- 
place. In the big barn, there were piled up rows of sacks 
filled with wheat. Yigael's comrades cleared a narrow 
space for him, where he crouched down, and then laid 
a roof of sacks over him. They left a small passage open 
for him, so that he might be able to breathe and to have 
food brought to him, and also to hear what was going 
on outside. When they had completed these arrange¬ 
ments they hastened to hide the firearms, because a few 
months before a new Turkish law had come into effect 
prohibiting the use of modern firearms. 

“All that the sentinels can keep is two old-fashioned 
guns loaded with buckshot,” announced Meirke in an au¬ 
thoritative tone. 

When the light appeared they perceived soldiers 
coming along 
the road from 
Nazereth. The 1 
two messengers, 
the Jew and the 
Arab, had arriv¬ 
ed in Nazareth 
at about the 
same time, and it 
had been impos¬ 
sible for the offi¬ 
cials to decide 
who was in the 
right. They had 
therefore sent 
an investigator, 
as well as a phy¬ 
sician who ex¬ 
amined the dead 
body and gave 
permission for 
its burial. 

There is an an¬ 
cient rite which 
persists among 
certain Arabs to 
this day, pre¬ 
scribing that the 
people in attend¬ 
ance at a funeral 
and to steal and 
pilfer from one 
another to their 
hearts’ content, 
and that he who 
steals the most 
will be the most 
blessed. 

In an hour’s 
time the masses 
of Arabs had 
spread over the 
fields of Mer- 
chaviah, they. 


their horses and their asses. They cut down the wheat and 
barley with sickles and loaded it on their asses and on the 
heads of their women. And the horses grazed in the fields 
of wheat as in an open pasture. Among the robbers there 
were some whose aim was not to steal, but avenge the 
dead, who rode about on their beautiful horses and with 
their long swords cut off the tips of the stalks of green 
wheat. Thus they devastated a large part of the field. 

And the settlers saw with their own eyes the ruin 


of the crops which they had planted and tended with such 
loving care; and yet they were powerless to protect them. 
Once in a while one of them would jump to his feet with 
a groan, ready to hurl himself at the crowd of Arabs, but 
his comrades would restrain him. 

“Don’t move hand or foot as long as the soldiers are 
here,” ordered Meirke, "or we’ll get the worst of it.” 

They implored the soldiers to prevent this outrage 
which was taking place in broad daylight, but the latter 
derided and taunted the Jews, and pretended to disperse 
the Arabs, whereas in reality they abetted them in carry¬ 
ing out their work of destruction. For the soldiers them¬ 
selves were of the same stock as the marauders, young 
men of the neighboring villages who were doing military 
service in Nazareth. 

The impu¬ 
dence of the 
Arabs grew with 
every moment. 
They actually 
had the audacity 
to take from the 
furthest barn 
two of the best 
plow-horses, and 
a cow with its 
calf that had 
been bom that 
very week. 
W hen Yigael 
heard the excla¬ 
mations of his 
comrades h e 
crept out from 
among the sacks 
of wheat, ready 
to pursue the 
thieves. H i s 
comrades could 
scarcely per¬ 
suade him to go 
back to his hid¬ 
ing-place and re¬ 
main quiet. But 
finally they were 
unable to bear 
the disgrace and 
the anguish, and 
began to consult 
as to what was 
to be done. 

The Arabs, 
realizing that 
they could con¬ 
tinue their 
plundering un¬ 
molested, might 
not only steal 
everything i n 
sight, but even 
attack the set¬ 
tlers, regardless of the soldiers’ presence. They were still 
weighing the matter, whether to defend their property or 
not, “since the soldiers are here and it is their duty to keep 
order,” as Meirke said, and what course to pursue in case 
the Arabs would start to attack them, when suddenly they 
heard the echoes of shots, and a wagon appeared on the 
highway bringing a company of soldiers from Haifa. 

In a moment there was silence. The soldiers 
from Nazareth slunk hastily away. The Arabs were 


their wives snd And from all the hills Arabs, on horseback and on foot, poured down in a stream. 

their children. (Copyright Underwood & Underwood) 
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driven out of the fields after being forced to give up their 
plunder, and were commanded not to show themselves 
until sent for. Together with the soldiers there had 
arived the stationmaster, Enver, an intelligent young 
Turk, and it was from him that the settlers learned how 
the Turkish soldiers had come to save them. Enver had 
always liked the brave band of settlers, their Spartan 
ways of life, and their agreeable manners. He had 
taken them under his protection and was at all times 
ready to be of service to them. He used to let them pay 
at their leisure the expressage on the goods which was 
sent to them by a merchant in Haifa. Sometimes, when 
they came to buy a ticket and did not have change for 
a lira he gave them the ticket on trust. And he put 
everything down to Meir’s account. His book was full 
of such items as “Meirke—one ticket. ...Meirke—three 
tickets.” 

As soon' as he had heard of Selim’s death he hurried 
to the settlement. On the way he came upon a group of 
Arabs gathered around the dead body. He tried to per¬ 
suade them not to attack the settlement, because, as he 
assured them, the Jews were heroes and armed to the 
teeth. When he realized that words were of no avail 
he ran to the station as fast as he could and wrote out 
a telegram: ‘‘Merchaviah large attack.” But then he 
hesitated, perplexed. To whom should he send the tele¬ 
gram? He did not know any of the Jews in Haifa. 
Then suddenly he remembered the name of the merchant 
from whom the settlers got their provisions. But the 
merchant did not receive the telegram until the next 
morning. (In Turkey they think there is no valid rea¬ 
son w'hy the peace of the night should be disturbed by 
such unimportant things as telegrams.) 

He immediately passed the news on to the head of the 
Galilean Shomerim. The head of the Shomerim tried to 
get help from the Kaimakam, but the latter declared that 
Merchaviah was not in his district, and that he would 
therefore not be able to give any assistance; he suggested 
that the matter be brought before the chief of the gend¬ 
armes. This man was a Young Turk who had lived in 
Palestine for a long time, and had made a study of the 
Yishub. He was quite aware of the fact that the Jews 
would not take the initiative in a quarrel with the Arabs, 
and that the latter were undoubtedly at fault. He or¬ 
dered a small company of gendarmes to hasten to Mer¬ 
chaviah to restore order. But by the time all the for¬ 
malities had been gone through they found that the train 
had already left; so the gendarmes climbed into a large 
wagon, and arrived in Merchaviah after jogging along 
the road for five hours. 

“Where is the murderer?”, demanded the Zabed (of¬ 
ficer) as soon as they had entered the settlement. 

“He must be in hiding in the fields,” answered the 
Merchavians. “The wheat is high, and there are deep 
valleys between the hills.” 

He ordered his men to search for the murderer—but 
they did not even find the firearms. 

“The murderer must be somewhere in the settlement, 
and we shall not leave until he is found,” declared the 
Zabel. And as he had spoken, so it was done. The 
gendarmes put up two tents, one for the officer and one 
for themselves, and put the settlement under guard. 

A week passed, and Yigael was not able to stand the stif¬ 
ling atmosphere in the barn any longer, nor the cramped 
position in which he was forced to hold himself. One 
night he crept out into the open air. It was very dark. 
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and he hoped to escape observation. But on sooner had 
he come to the passageway which was still barricaded, 
than one of the gendarmes perceived him. 

“Who goes there?” 

“I am going to the fields. It seems to me that I hear 
something rustling in the wheat, a jackal or a thief.” 

“We are here to guard the settlement. Rest easy, 
there are no thieves abroad.” But the gendarme had his 
suspicions aroused, and reported the incident to the Za¬ 
bed. 

“Yigael turned back and went into the living-room, 
where his comrades received him with a glad cry of 
“Heidad!” In the fulness of their joy they forgot the 
danger that was hanging over them. They made him sit 
down in the middle of the long bench and crowded 
around him. But he silenced them with a wave of his 
hand. And only then did they remark how pale he w r as, 
and how much he hath aged in that short time. It was 
not the thought of death that had filled him with terror, 
but the prospect of spending fifteen years in a Turkish 
prison. For a moment there was an uncomfortable pause. 
The Merchavians felt that they were all accountable for 
the sufferings which he alone had undergone. 



A Shorn err Watching Merchavians Harvesting. 


Suddenly they all started to their feet. A gendarme 
had walked in. 

“Go. The Zabed has sent for you.” Yigael went out 
with the gendarme, and all the settlers followed, pale and 
frightened. 

“Who are you?” asked the Zabed. 

“I am Yigael.” 

“Are you the man who killed Selim?” 

“Yes. I was defending my life and our property.” 

They put him in chains. One of the gendarmes 
mounted his horse, and Yigael, tied by a long chain to the 
bridle, followed him on foot. And thus the two men 
proceeded on the road to Nazareth. 

“Shalom to you all!”, called Yigael to his comrades 
—see you again in fifteen years!” 

His comrades, who would have been able to bear death 
without flinching, could not bear this sad parting. They 
surreptitiously rubbed their eyes with their rough fingers, 
which toil had bent and hardened. 

Seven months later the trial took place. And in eight 
months he appeared before the eager eyes of all Palestine 
at the games in Rehobot. 

The Turkish tribunal had found him not guilty. 
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Sholom Aleichem 

The Great Consoler 


BY RUFUS LEARSI 



A PEOPLE steeped in poverty and persecution, hemmed in by enemies who seek its humiliation and de¬ 
struction produces, as the foremost and deepest interpreter of its life, a humorist! What a paradoxical 
phenomenon! Is it not more reasonable to expect that the foremost Jewish bard of our days would 
be a Jeremiah rather than a Sholem Aleichem? For this is true of Sholem Aleichem, that no other writer, 
whether of the Jews or any other people, has achieved such deep and wide contact with the great masses whose 
life he interpreted and illumined with his life-giving laughter. 

That Sholem Aleichem was a talented writer, that he was a literary creator of high rank is overshadowed 
by the fact that he was the Great Consoler of an oppressed and struggling people. To become enshrined in the 
Jewish heart it is not enough that the Jewish writer should be talented and productive: he must also be a Jew¬ 
ish hero. For it is the man of mind and spirit who must supply the Jewish people with the weapons for self- 
preservation. Sholem Aleichem is one in the long line of such Jewish heroes, beginning with Isaiah II. of 
the Babylonian Captivity and running through Jochanan ben Zakkai, Jehudah Halevi, and the other Great 
Consolers. 

Such is the active role of Sholem Aleichem. This is his contribution to the Jewish struggle. His mes¬ 
sage, no matter what the form it took, was “Comfort ye, Comfort ye, my People.” 
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Louis D. Brandeis 

BY JACOB de HAAS 


RNEST POOLE, in his sketch of Mr. 
Brandeis almost grasps the initial fac¬ 
tor of Mr. Brandeis’ mental make-up. 
He says at the outset, Mr. Brandeis 
“is a Jew.” But the term Jews is too 
generic. Mr. Brandeis is a Hebrew. 
Not in the sense in which writers use 
Hebrew as a more polite synonym for Jew, but in the 
more correct sense of applying an accurate description 
to its type. Once that is understood all the phases 
of Mr. Brandeis’ career explain themselves, and bear 
a distinct, almost uniform relation¬ 
ship to each other, and his emer¬ 
gence as the Jewish leader at the 
end of a non-Jewish career is a nat¬ 
ural phenomena. 

Mr. Brandeis was born in Louis¬ 
ville, but has none of the Kentuck¬ 
ian love of ease. To his education 
in Germany he may owe a certain 
quality of precision. In his early 
manhood he settled in Boston and 
became more Yankee than the Yan¬ 
kees. But the attitude was not 
acquired, his mother chided him on 
this love of the North when he was 
still a student. Five years ago he 
was more Yankee than any of all of 
the descendants of the Mayflower. 

He settled in Boston when it still 
surged with the memories of the 
great abolitionists, when the Hub 
was real, and its frugality of habits 
and deep interest in humanity and 
civilization and culture, brought in¬ 
to common use the phrase, “plain 
living and high thinking.” Boston 
with its palatial homes and automo¬ 
biles has moved many miles from its older standpoint. 

Mr. Brandeis stands firm—firmer now then ever to 
the loves of his youth. Jewry he knew not, nor did 
Jewry know him, except in the way of chance acquaint¬ 
ance, and such did not present him with aught that 
came within his plane of thought. What Jew came 
to him in thirty years with a Jewish ideal tripping on 
his lips? Judaism or Jewdom were topics only for set 
occasions—not to be broached to a stranger in an of¬ 
fice or at a social gathering. 

First Zionist Utterance 

There are those who maintain that Mr. Brandeis 
spoke favorably of Zionism in 1892 in Boston, but the 
record is not available. He avowed himself a Zionist 
in The Jewish Advocate of Boston in Dec. 9th, 1910, 
when he said : “I have a great deal of sympathy for the 
[Zionist] movement, and I am deeply interested in the 
outcome of the propaganda. These so-called dreamers 
are entitled to the respect and appreciation of the 
entire Jewish people. ... I believe the Jews can be 
just as much of a priest people to-day as they ever 
were in the prophetic days.” He made his first public 
address in favor of the movement at the Plymouth 
Theatre in May, 1913. It is a curious reflection on the 
superficiality of the previous Jewish leaders that they 
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ignored that incident and that the subsequent develop¬ 
ment came upon them as a thunderclap. On the 
other hand Zionists saw the development immediately 
ahead and an avowal that American Zionism would 
assume world leadership under Brandeis was prepared 
in Boston in the summer of 1913—thirteen months 
ahead of the outbreak of the war. 

When the finest example of the American assimi¬ 
lated Jew—his uncle, Louis Dembitz, was one of the 
nominators of Abraham Lincoln—became a Zionist, 
he came to himself as a Jew. To some one who ex¬ 
postulated with him on the haste 
and pressure of his work he answ¬ 
ered : “I owe myself thirty years 
and I am trying to make up for lost 
time.” What guided the swing 
round as most would regard it? 

In reality it was the gentlest of 
curves. All his life he had been pro¬ 
testing against wrongs, all his life 
he had been pleading for a high 
moral ethical plane. Here was a 
movement of his own people—a 
movement of protest against politi¬ 
cal and social wrong, a group of men 
seeking a new environment so that 
a people might live on a higher plane 
and under better conditions. That 
these ideas linked themselves to an 
imperishable sentiment simply prov¬ 
ed the power of the ideal. 

The statecraft, if it be such, ap¬ 
pealed to him. So the idea was con¬ 
sonant with his own belief in social 
justice and democratic equality. 
Moreover, in the whole course of his 
struggles against the “interests” he 
fought against imperialism in rail¬ 
roading, and in banking, and in business. The under¬ 
dog has always appealed to him, but more so the idea 
that there is a clear limit to the human grasp of de¬ 
tail. Since all operations appeal to him in their detail 
he is convinced that our railroad “kings” have erred 
most, not by wilful corruption, but through their at¬ 
tempt to achieve nation-wide mastery of operations 
so intricate and interwoven that no head can hold 
them steadily and correctly in mind. The demarca¬ 
tion of the lesser nationalities, giving to each his own, 
and allowing each to develop along his own lines ap¬ 
peared to him to be a natural policy for the world 
To the Jew, then, also his own. One complication 
less in an intricate world. 

The Facts Told. 

Knowing America, understanding America and 
American by the unity of his own life the so-called 
patriotic question has never bothered him. On the 
contrary, he sees the flowering of Americanism in the 
Jew who avows wholeheartedly the Zionist ideal. 
From theory to fact—always the fact, for principles he 
has often observed may be mere matters of judgment 
rather than fundamentals. If the facts fail the theory 
is worsted. Many men admit that a quarter of an 
hour with Mr. Brandeis is “a bad quarter of an hour” 
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for them. He listens for five or six minutes to the 
theory. Then almost automatically he rejoins, “On 
what do you base that view.” The piling on of ex¬ 
planations generally fails to convince. 

In the Zionist case the facts told—they were all 
facts. The details of the life of the small section of 
Redeemed Palestine told; the records of the Congresses 
told; Jewish history told. Finally the Jews told. Mr. 
Brandeis had come in contact with the Russian-Jew- 
ish trade unionist of the East Side of New York in 
their labor troubles. He found in them, and in the 
employers, that ethical quality which was Jewish and 
which explains the moral achievements of the Pales- 
tinean colonies; he had the evidence that given the 
space the Jews could create a new environment in 
which they could present a living picture of the as¬ 
pirations of the Prophets. 

The leadership which was foreseen as a natural 
process in evolution in 1913 became a necessity at the 
outbreak of the war. The Zionists stood alone among 
all the world groups of idealists in their determination 
to maintain their organization and institutions 
throughout the world war. Mr. Brandeis was there¬ 
fore called to take the helm. He responded with alac¬ 
rity, but before he became captain of the host, the 
troubles ahead, the facts of the contentions among the 
Jews, the difficulties were all outlined to him. He 
was offered neither crown, staff, pen nor sword—but 
a bundle of thorns. He accepted. 

A Grand Inquest. 

It is characteristic of his manner and method that 
he sat three days, almost immobile—no judge is so 
impassive on the bench—while in answer to his al¬ 
ways direct questions—he caused some twenty per¬ 
sons to unravel all they knew and understood of the 
Jews, the Jewish question, Zionism, and the problems 
of the Zionist organization. It was a Grand Inquest 
of Jewry such as the participants will never forget. 
Nor are their individual errors forgotten. From that 
moment on began the new leadership. Characteristi¬ 
cally, instead of enmeshing himself in world politics 
he gave heed first to the problem of organization and 
correct operations. 

Democracy is a Zionist tenet—the burden of the 
movement must be cast on the masses. Zionism does 
not believe in “back stairs diplomacy,” it must use 
the power of organization to open the front door of 
chancellories. The large number of the Jews believe 
in Zionism; they must change sentiment into active 
affiliation—they are the means to the mundane Jew¬ 
ish salvation. 

Mr. Brandeis can listen like the Sphinx, but he has 
all the typical Jewish restlessness in the struggle 
for results. Practically unused to the platform 
he stumped the country from Boston to St. 
Louis westward, and Louisville southward. At a 
guess he has attended seventy-five meetings of the 
Provisional Executive Committee, besides hundreds 
of conferences, and public meetings. He has mastered 
every detail of a complex international operation and 
of an intricate national organisation. If he has asked 
he also has given liberally in time, money and capacity. 
Always has he sought advice—always has he an open 
mind to a new question, a new method. He is the 
richer in knowledge from every contact with his 
fellow man. His epitaph should read : “The Great 
Absorber.” 


Always one hundred per cent, efficient for the day’s 
work, keeping himself in perpetual training, mentally 
and physically, he has greatly enriched Jewry in these 
two passing years. For he has brought clarity and 
directness to the perturbed Jewish vision. Zionism— 
he is in Zionism for the straight line—“organize, or¬ 
ganize, and organize.” He is a loyal party man, but 
the still unfinished struggle with the American Jewish 
Relief Committee and the American Jewish Commit¬ 
tee—wdth the former on the method of distributing 
the funds in the “occupied territories,” and with the 
latter on the Congress issue—are not partisan matters. 

Always the Facts. 

Here again he goes back to the facts. He has ab¬ 
sorbed every detail of the operations of the Relief Com¬ 
mittee. All its tangles are commonplace to him. He 
could set them forth, figures, agencies, resolutions, and 
all like a memorized oration. On the Congress issue 
he stands for the fundamental, an open democratic 
Congress. Frst, because he knows the record of every 
important Jewish gathering for a century. There is 
no guess work. If there is more to know, the facts will 
be gotten together. Secondly, regarding Theodor 
Herzl as one of the genuises of the nineteenth century 
he believes Herzl’s Congress work was his master¬ 
piece in Jewish statecraft. Thirdly, he dislikes mys¬ 
tery and mystification. Fourthly, and this is the 
Zionist creed, he does not believe that the Jewish peo¬ 
ple can achieve anything beyond the power and ability 
they make manifest in the effort. 

An organized Jewry can alone make such a mani¬ 
festation of actual and potential power. Do the Jews 
want a destiny—they must declare it. Do they wish 
tq achieve it—the individual must subordinate him¬ 
self to the will of the majority. Not unity of opinion 
that would be undesirable—but “unity in action.” 

In all this there has been no slant. To a man who 
has for years kept a diary the demand for precise 
thought and complete accountability on Jewish mat¬ 
ters involves only a change in subject matter. To 
the man who can see his way out of the “interlocking 
directorates” of American trusts it appears natural 
that applying assiduous study and attention you can 
work your way out of the complications of the Jewish 
problem. To the man who has lived his whole life as 
a forward-looking participant in American progress 
the foreward look in Zionism and the hope in Jewish 
democracy are merely elemental conditions towards 
the make-up of the future, heightened in aspect, be¬ 
cause they relate to him as a two thousand-year-old 
blood inheritance. For he is of the Hebrews, a He¬ 
brew—inwardly aflame with the vision of the race. 

The Forward-look. 

So has he passed back into his people, keen to at¬ 
tempt. wishful to achieve. Change of postion—will 
leave him unchanged. The conventionalities may make 
their demands, and they will sway as good form de¬ 
mands they must. But new circumstance will merely 
create new opportunities. He has come forward to 
serve with his people in the great cause of their life¬ 
building and rejuvenation. He will continue to serve 
with them. It was in this spirit that he stepped from 
his desk answering the routine of Zionist correspond¬ 
ence, to be inducted as Associate Justice of the Su¬ 
preme Court of the United States—the indomitable 
spirit of Israel personified. “The vision is there; it 
will be fulfilled.” 
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A Neglected Field 

BY D. de SOLA POOL 


IONISM in general and American Zion¬ 
ism in particular, has of late made little 
or no capital out of the Zionistic senti¬ 
ments and plans of Christian sympa¬ 
thizers with Jewish hopes of national 
restoration. The developments in the 
Jewish question in recent years make 
erious waste of power, and the time is 
fully ripe for us to correct this defect in our propaganda. 

We Zionists seldom realize how much favorable Zion¬ 
istic sentiment and Zionistic work have emanated from 
Christians. The history of the forerunners of Zionism 
must be written along two converging lines, the one trac¬ 
ing the course of Jewish Zionism through Bar Kochba, 
Jehuda Halevi, the Pseudo Messiahs, Joseph Nasi, Pin- 
sker, Hess and Smolenskin, the other tracing the course 
of Christian sympathy with the return of the Jews to 
Palestine. Until the middle of the nineteenth century 
this latter expressed itself almost entirely in a religious 
belief in the fulfilment of Biblical prophecy. The curi¬ 
ous exegesis of the various groups of millenarians, the 
pamphlet excitement created by Sabbatai Zevi, the re¬ 
current hope for the restoration of the tribes of Israel 
and religious beliefs of all phases of sanity and eccen¬ 
tricity which look forward to the restoration of the Jews 
in Palestine, have powerfuly influenced very large num¬ 
bers of Christians. In some forms these beliefs still 
constitute a potent auxiliary of public sentiment in favor 
of Zionism that has been barely noticed by us. 

Since the middle of the nineteenth century there have 
been added to this sentiment the practical plans of Chris¬ 
tian forerunners of Zionism. Sometimes these plans 
were political, such as that of the Englishman Hollings¬ 
worth (1852) or of the Italian Benedetto Musolino 
(1870), who advocated the re-creation of a Jewish state 
in Palestine for the political advantage of the Ottoman 
Empire, Great Britain and the Jews. Sometimes it was 
rather a sense of reparation, justice or humanity which 
moved the non-Jewish sympathizer with Jewish national 
hopes. Thus the pamphlet with the characteristic title 
“The Duty of the Nations to give back to the Jewish 
People its Nationality” (1864), is probably from the pen 
of Abraham Petavel, a Christian clergyman and profes¬ 
sor in Neuchatel. A little later, the Geneva philanthro¬ 
pist Henri Dunant, the founder of the Geneva Conven¬ 
tion, was continually urging the same theme. His im¬ 
portuning such organizations as the Alliance Israelite 
Universelle and the Anglo Jewish Association being of 
no effect, he founded the International Palestine So¬ 
ciety in 1876. Others laid more stress on the economic 
and agricultural aspects of Jewish settlement in Pales¬ 
tine. Representative of these were Warden Cresson and 
Laurence Oliphant. Warden Cresson (c. 1850I. a 
Philadelphian, at one time American Consul in Jeru¬ 
salem and subsequently a convert to Judaism under the 
name of Michael C. Boaz Israel, actually established an 
agricultural colony in the valley of Rephaim, near Jeru¬ 
salem. The writings and activities of this interesting 
personality should be written for Zionist interest.* 
The Palestinian work of Laurence Oliphant (c. 1879) is 
better known. But we Zionists have made no use of the 

♦The material has been fully indicated hy Max J. Kohler, 
Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society viii, 
1900, pp. 81-83. 

f 1 139 



noteworthy fact that his Jewish colonization plans had 
the unofficial support of the British government, through 
Lord Beconsfield and Lord Salisbury, just as we have 
entirely overlooked the significance of the fact that Hol¬ 
lingsworth’s earlier plan aroused the interest of Lord 
Palmerston. 

An early and powerful Zionist influence was exerted 
in another direction by George Eliot through her novel 
Daniel Deronda (1876). The widely extending influence 
of this memorable book is difficult to estimate. Nor is it 
easy to say whether its clear vision and convincing 
thought exerted a stronger influence over Christians or 
over Jews. No history of Zionism may neglect this sig¬ 
nal clarification of Zionist philosophy with its ramifying 
educative power. These men and women, and others 
such as Lord Shaftesbury or James Finn, the British 
Consul in Jerusalem, furnish us with a long list of 
Christian predecessors of spiritual Zionism, of political 
Zionism and of practical Zionism, all of whom, with the 
marked exception of George Eliot, we are apt to pass 
over in ungrateful silence. 

Since the time of Herzl, the number of non-Jewish 
sympathizers with Zionism has increased enormously. 
A brilliant group of literati and prominent men and 
women including Bjornstjerne Bjornsen, Maxim Gorki, 
Bertha von Suttner, Hall Caine, H. G. Wells, G. K. 
Chesterton, Thomas Davidson, Prof. Masaryk, Holman 
Hunt and many- another, have openly expressed them¬ 
selves in favor of Jewish national ideals as expressed 
through Zionism. We have made no attempt to collect 
and use this weighty mass of opinion. We have allowed 
it to be scattered in ephemeral interviews and articles, 
so that the statement of Professor Gotthard Deutsch that 
“the attitude of the Christian world toward Zionism has 
been in nearly every case one of cordial attention, in 
some quarters even one of active furtherance,” although 
unquestionably true, is one the truth of which we have 
not made any attempt to prove. This is a state of un¬ 
preparedness in our Zionist armory that we must take 
speedy steps to correct. The immediate and salient ad¬ 
vantages of arming ourselves with a panoply of Chris¬ 
tian support of Zionism are patent and beyond dispute. 

In the first place, it would furnish us with an irre¬ 
futable argument against those who still raise the cry that 
Zionism interferes in any way with the civic patriotism 
of the Jew in the diaspora. When logic and metaphysics 
fail to bring conviction to these belated advocates of 
emancipation and assimilation, the marshalling of some 
historical instances like Secretary Hay’s declaration in 
1904, that he saw nothing in Zionism inconsistent with 
American patriotism, would necessarily silence the doubt¬ 
ers, unless they were grotesque enough to lay claim to 
a stronger American patriotism than that of the Secre¬ 
tary of State of the United States. 

Secondly, it will scatter to the winds the argument 
popularized by one of the rabbinical exponents of anti- 
Zionism that Zionism is to be mistrusted because some 
anti-Semites favor it. This line of argument is that anti- 
Semites, such as Houston S. Chamberlain or G. K. Ches¬ 
terton, would not express themselves in favor of Jewish 
nationalistic aspirations if Zionism were to the advan¬ 
tage of the Jews. The argument is based on an entirely 
inadequate understanding of the causes and phenomena 
of anti-Semitism. But a complete array of the facts 
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would dispose of it far more effectively than would any 
theoretic considerations. For in the full list of Christian 
sympathizers with Zionism, the anti-Semites would be 
seen to be an inconspicuous minority, while the noble 
minded George Eliots, Dunants and Holman Hunts 
would prove to be the true types of the Qiristian advo¬ 
cates of Zionism. In addition, it would recall unanswer¬ 
able facts, such as the opposition to Zionism expressed 
by the Conference of anti-Semites in Hamburg in 1899, 
on the ground that Zionism awakened sympathy for Jews 
among the Christians. 

Thirdly, the gathering of this Christian testimony to 
Zionism would have an invaluable moral effect on all 
Jews, Zionist and non-Zionist alike. We are still swayed 
more than we usually realize by a consideration of Mcih 
Yomeru Hagoyim. If we were armed with a full knowl¬ 
edge of Qiristian approval of Zionism, we Zionists would 
gain valuable added confidence in the speedy attainment 
of our cause, which w-ould inspirit us and carry us far, 
and the non-Zionists among us would be far more ready 
to give heed to Zionistic claims when set forth with the 
added approval of the notable representatives of Chris¬ 
tian peoples. 

In the fourth place, and this is perhaps the most im¬ 
portant consideration, the time is very rapidly approach¬ 
ing when our Jewish claims must be voiced through the 
instrument of the Jewish Congress. Foremost in the 
hearts of some of us is our claim to Palestine. The in¬ 
calculable changes in the political situation brought about 
by the world war are bringing the time very near when 
for the first time in nineteen hundred years w r e shall as a 
whole nation make our demand for the opportunity of re¬ 
constituting ourselves in Palestine. The power behind that 
demand must be the will of the Jewish people. But an¬ 
other power that will add impressive strength to the de¬ 
mand will be the voice of the non-Jewish world. Are 
we prepared to lay before the Powers a complete memo¬ 
rial of the modern Christian demand for the restoration 
of the Jewish people to Palestine? 

Let no one object that this policy of availing ourselves 
of Christian advocacy of Zionism is inconsistent with the 


Zionist policy of self-help. Such a criticism would be 
a travesty of the independence which characterizes Zion¬ 
ist policy. What is here advocated is not reliance on 
non-Jews or putting our trust in favors. It is self-help 
in its fullest form, the self-help that makes legitimate 
use of every legitimate means for the attainment of our 
hope. 

Let us therefore in the immediate future appoint a spe¬ 
cial bureau or commission with a threefold purpose. Its 
first duty should be to collect all the extant expressions 
of Zionist sympathy made by non-Jews of standing. The 
preparatory work has been done in a measure by Emil 
Kronberger in his Zionisten und Christen, 1900, and by 
Hugo Hoppe, Hervorragende Nichtjuden ueber den 
Zionismus, 1904. But. so far as is known to the w'riter, 
there is no such vrork that takes account of the last 
twelve years. 

We must rely not only on this gathering of scattered 
opinions from books, magazines and the current press; 
but the second duty of the bureau or commission must 
be to conduct an active campaign to obtain expressions 
of opinion. There are numberless prominent Christian 
men and women and Qiristian organizations, even 
Qiurch organizations, which have never expressed them¬ 
selves in favor of Zionism simply because the occasion 
for such an expression of opinion has never been pre¬ 
sented to them. We could obtain such statements for 
the asking. Will it not be a culpable neglect if we fail 
to take advantage of this opportunity? 

Lastly, it should be the duty of this bureau or com¬ 
mission to obtain every possible publicity for these philo- 
Zionistic views of the non-Jewish world, through articles 
in the press and magazines, pamphlets and books. 

This triple activity, efficiently conducted, would invest 
our Zionist position with new' strength, by scotching the 
seqient-like accusation of hyphenated patriotism, by giv¬ 
ing us new confidence in the success of our cause, and by 
bringing to bear on the Christian world the reinforce¬ 
ment of an impressive mass of Qiristian opinion which 
may finally turn our struggle into a victory. 
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We, Men of Faith 
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APPY are those that have faith. Of 
the Jewish people, it is the Zionists who 
are the men of faith. There is no room 
in the Zionist midst for the doubters, 
for the waverers, for the pessimists. 
Our movement is one of hope, cheer 
and light. There is none who realize the 
depth of the tragedy of our people more than do the Zion¬ 
ists. The Zionist does not deal with fragments of Jew¬ 
ish history, but has an eye for the whole of Jewish life, 
that embraces all ages and spans the entire globe. He 
grasps therefore the profoundity of our tragedy, he real¬ 
izes the expanse of the “ocean of tears,” in which our 
people wade. The Zionist, however, does not despond and 
his proud spirit does not forsake him. Let us not fear 
to declare openly that Zionism is a task, fraught with 
great difficulties, which at first glance seem insurmount¬ 
able. Zionism, viewed from the angle of the trader, is 
in the realm of impossibilities. But we remain Zionists 
because we approach the problem from another angle. 
We see the difficulties, but we feel at the same time the 
iron will that dominates us and the profound faith that 
pervades us. We are confident that our will can blast 
all obstacles and burn them to ashes; that in the furnace 
of our faith the obstructions will be consumed and turned 
into white ashes. 


It is faith and enthusiasm that always lead to the Goal 
and we are primarily believers and enthusiasts. Jeers 
and harangues and syllogisms leave us unconcerned, since 
we carry the guarantee deep in our hearts that our effort 
will be crowned with success, and we know that no mat¬ 
ter what they of little faith may say, our vision is clearer. 
They are confined within the span of a day, while our 
spirit hovers also in the realm of the future. 

Doubt and pessimism have never as yet germinated any¬ 
thing worth while. They are only the genii of destruc¬ 
tion. Faith and courage, on the other hand, recreated the 
world and made life worth living. We Zionists are the 
courageous and the stalwarts of our people. No doubt 
can shake us, no sophistry, no matter how cleverly spun, 
can swerve us, can change our attitude. We are not 
mere philosophers and sooth-sayers, but men engaged in 
a great task that spells life and happiness, honor and sal¬ 
vation for our people, that was once great and is to-day 
deserving of a better fate. We are the liberators of our 
own souls, and in the liberation of our souls, we lib¬ 
erate the soul of our people. It is not the Zionist that 
can be charged with forgetting the cage that holds our 
people in captivity. He may justly claim to have seen 
not only the cage, but also the lion therein. We believe 
in Jewish power, Jewish ability, Jewish fortitude, Jew¬ 
ish valor, Jewish idealism,—in a word, we believe in the 
genius of our people. We do not “whimper about our 
rights.” That is the way of the opportunists in our 
midst, who content themselves with feeble complaints of 
a Jewish soldier failing in promotion, of another Jew 
working for the welfare of the state failing of admission 
to the court of King or Kaiser, of the great scientist re¬ 
fused admission into Christian clubs. In reality, it is 
the assimilator that “whimpers.” We do not complain, 
though we understand the injustice of these acts. We 
do not force ourselves into Christian society. And for 
more than one reason. First, because we have a great 


problem on hand that absorbs our whole attention and 
which gives us spiritual satisfaction. We have, as a 
matter of fact, no special need now for that society. 
Secondly, while we do not justify the acts of the “blue- 
blooded native” who looks down on a man of his own 
rank or station solely because he is a Jew, yet we con¬ 
sider it below our dignity to dwell on trifles such as 
these—trifles, in comparison with the great problem that 
confronts us. We do not make much ado about trifles 
like these, because we know the cause that engenders them 
and because we know the remedy that will do away with 
this discrimination. 

We do not “whimper.” We are too busy to do that. 
We are constantly working for the salvation of the peo¬ 
ple, which, in spite of ages of servitude, yet has managed 
to save its soul. We are optimistic and look cheerfully 
into the future that holds out to us rays of light and 
promise. 

We do not believe that Jacob is a worm. Judah is a 
lion that is caged, Jacob is a giant that is chained. We 
are now engaged in breaking the cage, in shattering the 
chains. There will be no pause or weakening till the 
cage is broken, till the chain is shattered. This work of 
ours will not be spasmodic, but continuous and relentless. 
We are confident that the chain will be broken into 
fragments with the sledge hammer of our indomitable 
will. We are certain that the fire of our faith will melt 
away the bars of the cage, that deprives our people of its 
freedom. That the task is hard, we know, but that does 
not frighten us. It was not easy for our people to sur¬ 
vive two thousand years of ravage, persecution, the lash 
of the satrap, torture and wanderings, the Auto Defe and 
the Inquisition. No other people could have survived 
the suffering and cruelty we have endured. Our people 
survived, and it was by the power of the will that it did. 

There is an old metaphor that compares our people to 
the mighty rock which rises out of the ocean. Waves 
dash against it, attempt to shatter it, but are scattered 
into drops, and foaming, escape to save themselves, while 
the rock stands, head erect, proud, and crowned with the 
rays of the morning stars, serenely watching the flight of 
the eagle in the lofty heavens. A true comparison, in¬ 
deed, but incomplete. The Jew has not been saved be¬ 
cause of his passive strength alone, but because of his 
readiness to meet all ordeals, because of his watchfulness 
and because of his readiness to bring sacrifices, and last, 
but not least, because of his strong will to live. 

We survived in spite of the world’s attempt to crush 
us, and we have not merely survived. We are even now 
an important factor among the nations. Foe and friend 
agree that we are a factor to be counted, but the differ¬ 
ence is only that our friends hold we are a force for 
good, our enemies hold we are a force for evil. There 
is no disagreement on the point that we influence life, 
that we are not a negligible quantity, in spite of the con¬ 
centrated effort to destroy us. It is by our will that we 
survived, and forged our way. It is this will that has 
already performed miracles and upon which we Zionists 
build. 

We will conquer all obstacles and carve our way to 
liberty and freedom and with the power of our will. 
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After the War 

BY BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 
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HE European war has revolutionized the 
life and thought of the nations. Paci¬ 
fists and militarists have taken the places 
formerly occupied by liberals and con¬ 
servatives, by social reformers and 
‘‘Stand-patters.” Preparedness is now 

_the issue upon which people divide. Yet 

I venture to say that there is one kind of preparedness 
upon which all can agree—preparedness for “after the 
tear.” 

Particularly, we Jews must now prepare for construc¬ 
tive work in the land of our ancestors. Perhaps more 
than any other people, we have suffered from the out¬ 
rages of the world catastrophe, in which we are alto¬ 
gether blameless. We will have much to rebuild. And 
as every people will strive to rehabilitate and beautify its 
ancestral soil, so shall _ 



we be face to face with 
the problem of a new 
Palestine. Whatever be 
the results of the war, 
whatever be the parti¬ 
tion of territory and the 
mapping out of “spheres 
of influence.” this much 
is certain—Palestine will 
remain as a physical and 
eeoeraphical fact, and as 
long as it does remain 
such a fact, so long will 
there be work for the 
Jewish people. Which¬ 
ever group of nations 
may triumph, Palestine 
will not sink into the 
Mediterannean Sea, and 
the physical presence of 
the Land of Israel will 
require attention from the Children of Israel. How are 
we preparing to deal with this problem, after the war ? 

There is one piece of work which must go on with 
ever-increasing energy, if the land of our forefathers is 
to become the land of our descendants, and that is the 
work of land purchase and development in Palestine. 
Whoever may be the political masters of the Holy Land, 
the country cannot be given to Jews, it must be taken up 
by Jews, piece by piece, and developed by Jewish hands. 
Indeed, if we should become the political masters of 
Palestine immediately after the war, there would be the 
same great task before us—the work of redemption 
of the soil of the Holy Land. And this work must go on 
whether political conditions are favorable or not. 

We often hear phrases like “the uncertainties of a Jew¬ 
ish Settlement in Palestine because of the war,” and 
pleas for “waiting until after the war.” Yet one thing 
is certain: The Jewish redemption of Palestine must go 
on irrespective of politics and war, if we are resolved to 
re-establish the House of Israel. Assuming that, after 
the conclusion of peace, political conditions in Palestine 
will be unfavorable, shall we then fold our hands and 
wait and pray for some other territory which Itoists 
may discover for us in the dim and distant future? Such 


Harvesting: in one of the Colonies. 


a course is contrary to all Jewish history, for we desire 
Palestine not because it has the best soil of any country 
in the world, not because of its geographical situation, not 
because political conditions are favorable, but simply be¬ 
cause Palestine is the Jewish land. This may be “un¬ 
reasoning sentiment,” but sentiment is “as light as air and 
strong as iron bands,” and sentiment is shaping the his¬ 
tory of all peoples. 

We are, therefore, confronted with the proposition that 
no matter what the results of the war may be, we must 
continue our Palestine work. Political conditions we can 
do little to shape at this time, but are we preparing for 
the economic, social and cultural rehabilitation of Pales¬ 
tine after the war? 

We can prepare for Palestine—after the war. We can 
now actively engage in the accumulation of funds for land 

purchase and economic- 
development in the Land 
of Israel. The Hoachoo- 
zas that are adding to 
their income during this 
period of war will have 
a splendid opportunity 
to buy and develop land 
in Palestine when peace 
is assured. Perhaps the 
best method has been 
evolved by the Zion 
Commonwealth organi¬ 
zation, which began its 
activity during the war, 
and which already has 
sixty-four members and 
a fairly large fund. The 
Zion Commonwealth ap¬ 
proves the conservative 
business principle that 
money should not be in¬ 
vested in a country that faces the hard conditions of a 
world conflict, and so all the money that has been collected 
is invested in the United States (in New York City bonds 
and national banks), with the understanding that immed¬ 
iately after the cessation of hostilities this money will be 
utilized for the purchase and development of agricultural 
land in Palestine. 

This is not the place for a discussion of the ideas under¬ 
lying the Zion Commonwealth. Yet, one principle may 
be stated, for it has attracted the attention of Zionist and 
non-Zionist alike. The Zion Commonwealth has trans¬ 
lated, into modem economic and social theory, the great 
moral principle of the Jubilee Year, for it limits and 
modifies the control of individual land ownership in the 
interest of the whole community. One feature of this 
social program is the principle that while agricultural and 
farming lands may be held in private ouniership, indus¬ 
trial lands belong to the whole community , to be leased to 
indnndualls, from time to time, but never to be alienated. 

We must so prepare ourselves, that, after the termina¬ 
tion of the war, no matter who may be the political mas¬ 
ters of Palestine, we shall be ready to assume and secure 
the economic and social control over the Chosen Land of 
the Prophets. 
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Zionist Propaganda 

BY P. M. RASKIN 

IONISM is undoubtedly great as a in a land where materialism is rampant. In the desert 
political movement, world-wide as an of materialism where life is so barren, so devoid of 
organization, complete as an answer greatness, sacredness and beauty we must point to 
to the Jewish question, convincing in the oasis of idealism, where one may slake his thirst 

its practical achievements and deep as with the fresh cool water drawn from the spring of a 

a philosophical theory. But greatest great dream of a never-dying nation, 
and sublimest of all it is an ideal. As It was Anatole France who addressing a gathering 
- me - History knows of numerous ex- 0 j y 0un g students once said: Remember two things— 
amples of enslaved or subdued nationalities making an ]jf e j s short and that one must not be practical, 

effort to break their chains and become free. ^ . y, Propaganda in America was not always carried on 
Bulgaria, Greece and other Balkan, States furnish along these lines. We occasionally make the error of ap- 
recent examples of such successful efforts. But all plying a mathematical standard to an idealistic move- 
such nationalities lived on their ancestral soil and m ent. Our youth is thirsting for a word of inspira- 
fought against a single oppressor. But that a nation tj on —i ns t e ad we teach it book-keeping. I do not want 
old as the world,. whose territory is the world and j 0 misunderstood: for the realization of our object, 
whose oppressor is in one way or another also the material means, even material sacrifices are necessary, 
entire world should one fair morning say: I will defy fiuj- our a j m should first and formost to make Zion- 
the world and be re-born; I will break the iron bars ; sts> f or a m an is more likely to pay a shekel because 
of my cage and be once more the free lion of Judah h e j s a Zionist that to become a Zionist because he 
this is so unparalleled in the history of mankind that a shekel, 

it is bound to captivate and to enflame the imagination . ’ . 

of youth, fill every heart with pride and admiration, There is another weak spot in our propaganda 
and create a desire to share in this glorious ideal. method—our somewhat passive attitude toward as- 

The dream of national re-generation has always simulation. Sunday after Sunday and all through the 
kindled a flame of enthusiasm in the hearts of the week hundreds of assimilation-hirelings are attacking 
noblest sons of a nation. But that a people who left th f e soul ° f ° ur people—the National idea The aim 
its home countless ages ago and were scattered to all °|L assimilation is clear: all that is Jewish must be 
the four corners of the earth, assuming on their wand- effaced, all that is national must be rooted out. But 
erings the color of their new environment should still lack ™ oral courage to say so; they draw over 

pine for its old home—this is one of the fairest fairy- their real object a veil of sophistry and hide it under 

tales that has become a living reality, and as such is high-sounding but meaningless phrases of a Jewish 
bound to exercise an enormous moral influence on Mission, of an abstract Zion and of a Judaism without 
our youth Jews. They poison the minds of our youth and quench 

I never quarrel with those who question the prac- Jhe last sparks of Jewish national feeling in their 
ticability of Zionism, for our movement can be better hearts. They are as mischievous in their motives as 
felt than understood. Narrow minds and cold hearts * ke y ar ^ unscrupulous in their methods. They falsify 
cannot grasp it. Its possibility is within, not wdthout. history. They cynically make light of Jewish 

The greater the apparent difficulties of its realization suffering, occasionally even denounce the Jewish peo- 
the higher and more captivating is the ideal. A high P]® - They substitute so-called charity for national 
ideal has always created a will, and a will has always effort; they discourage Jewish organization. They are 
paved a way. . . Was it possible that few young the rea] incarnation of the ghetto, always anxious to 
students without experience, without material means, P^ ease the goyim, always apologizing for our ex- 
without equipment should become the agricultural istence. The Zionist attitude toward these internal 
pioneers in a land which was nothing but a desert? enemies was a kind of benevolent passivity. Our 
Of course, it seemed impossible. But the power of will policy was to leave them alone. But, for God s sake? 
and the impelling force of a great ideal made it not they do not leave us alone. This can no longer go on. 
only a possibility, but a living fact. Did it seem likely , ur outy is clear, we must expose them whenever and 
that a Wiennese feuilletonist would turn a leader of a wherever opportunity occurs; we must show the nak- 
great national movement and would, without belong- edness and perversity of their arguments, we must un- 
ing to the mighty of this world, compell the attention P 13 . their real obj’ect. Let the people know to dis- 

of kings, cardinals and statesmen? Of course, it tinguish between those who wish the Jewish people 
seemed unlikely. But the power of will and the all- *° kve an< ^ those who wish it to die. 
compelling force of a great ideal made it a fact. Who The severe crisis through which our people is now 
would have thought it probable that a famous Ameri- passing imposes another task on Zionist propaganda 
can, whose Jewish descent was not even known to all, —to teach Jewry the necessity of organization. An 
would become the head of the Zionist movement in effort must be made to organize Jewish communal 
America, inspiring thousands of young hearts with life on a national basis. We must penetrate into every 
devotion to our national cause? Only a great ideal communal, social and educational Jewish sphere. If 
force could effect such a transformation. throughout the “golus” our history was made for us— 

Zionist propaganda must be carried on along these not hy us, a time has come when we must ourselves 
lines. However significant our practical achievements, make a united effort and pave the way to our liberation 
however much there is in Zionism for the amelioration —physical, material and spiritual, 
of our economic condition, we must always emphasize These should be the aim of Zionist propaganda in 
this great ideal force. This is particularly necessary America. 
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The Zionism of a Red 

(A Confession) 

BY BEN MARGOLES 


FTER all it isn’t so easy to be concur¬ 
rently an intense Zionist and an out 
and out revolutionary. You're born a 
Zionist—usually; only rarely one sucks 
rebellion from his mother's breast. The 
innate holds perpetual conflict with 
the acquired and is a victor to-day and 
a victim to-morrow. To some of us, dissatisfied souls, 
this combat has been closed by a patched-up truce, 
though the blue-and-white of Zionism appears at times 
more enticing than the red of Socialism. 

It isn’t so easy to be a Socialist among Zionists but 
it’s far less easy to have the tables turned. The 
“chaverim” often sympathize with your flings against 
the social order, even if they shrug their shoulders and 
think you silly for your party activity. The comrades 
—Gentiles, of course—start to doubt your r-r-revolu- 
tionary tenets and end by picking you out as their rep¬ 
resentative to the party Conferences. 

Nevertheless you combine within you a nation-con¬ 
scious Jew and a class-conscious radical. This can 
come about chiefly because you’re an American and 
have the good fortune to bear some sort of a university 
degree. Neither your Jewishness nor your modernity 
is labeled “made in Vilna.” You’re not a Poale Zion 
nor are you a Bundist. You’re just a Zionist almost 
like the average “chaver” of the Yiddish-speaking 
Hatchia, and you’re a Socialist almost like the general 
run of comrades of the branch. The extreme views 
you hold fade at your Zionist club. But here and 
there they crop up as you hack religion or doubt the 
sincerity of a local money-bags who allows he’s a 
Zionist. As a matter of record you’re prejudiced 
against men of wealth participating in the cause: one 
of your biased notions. On the other hand, your 
strong Jewish feelings aren’t evident at your party 
meetings, except when Jewish topics are under discus¬ 
sion. 

And yet your Zionism is of a brand different from 
that, say, of a conservative Mizrachi, an indifferent 
shop-keeper, a progressive intellectual. You view the 
movement from an angle usually unknown to any of 
these, from the revolutionary Jewish angle. 

A Zionist is a rebel. Here is another reason Zion¬ 
ism should be fought' by our standpatters! To you 
Zionism is the finest expression of Jewish revolt 
against whatever is rotten in our warped life. This 
destructive phase is what gratifies you most. You be¬ 
lieve in, you worship, dissatisfaction, open and active 
dissatisfaction which, you know, leads to betterment. 

The sad anomaly of the Golus irks you; the over 
emphasis on the religious halter sickens you; the un¬ 
dervaluation of mass-efforts and accomplishments de¬ 
presses you ; the self-imposed hegemony by deniers of 
Jewish solidarity sets your teeth on edge; the continu¬ 
ous prattle to reconcile our nationhood to so-called 
patriotism bores you; the frightful disregard of the 
pregnancy of Yiddish makes you mad clear through. 
For you squarely demur that religion has such a hold 
as fancied; that the Jewish democracy has not been 
and is not capable of mighty things; that happy phil¬ 
anthropists and fretting advisers can lead this democ¬ 
racy well; that it is polite to vindicate our loyalty; 


that Yiddish is not of the greatest import in our group- 
life. 

This matter of Yiddish explains in more than one 
way your position as a red toward Jewish affairs. You 
are unreservedly fond of Yiddish, though you, feel— 
shall I call it veneration?—for Hebrew, you love the 
humbler language. A Hebrew recitation pleases you; 
you are thrilled at a rendition of Es sliaint di levone, es 
finklen di shteren. Is it because you are a democrat 
and you accept the speech of the vast majority of your 
folk, or because you know Yiddish better than He¬ 
brew? Both forces most likely cause you to heartily 
favor the advancement of Yiddish even to the point of 
claiming it as the Jewish language. You are a be¬ 
liever in immediate national work, and the promotion 
of the mother-tongue is in the forefront thereof. 

Back of it all is your profound Jewish nationalism. 
You favor Yiddish because a real nation comes into 
being through its medium. Despite your radical ma¬ 
terialism in non-Jewish matters, you are governed by 
sentiment relative to your own people. Your attitude 
toward Jewish subjects is tinged almost wholly with 
your nationalist principles—warm sentiment after all; 
while general ones are subjected to the close scrutiny 
of cold Socialist reason. This nationalism holds such 
sway over you that you acknowledge its greater signi¬ 
ficance, at least to you, revolutionist though you are, 
than your Americanism which is not to be tampered 
with by any means. Even your party interests, so 
much a constituent of your existence, often give way 
to the stress of your Jewishness. This does not hinder 
you, however, in choosing to go to a comrades’ meet¬ 
ing instead of to a “chaverim’s,” held at the same time. 
There is too much talk regarding funds, collections, 
money, and too little reference to the high points of 
the Cause among even active Zionists. 

On account of your nationalist earnestness you are 
a Zionist, keen in your passion for a home-land and 
hankering after regular naturalness. You grasp the 
utter necessity of a politico-cultural focus and care not 
a whit if your “chaver” is conservative or an opponent 
of your dogmas. He and you often become friends. 
You maintain this amity until he runs for a political 
office and you refuse to support him and even race 
against him on your own ticket. 

You do not project your radicalism in your Zionist 
zeal. The kind of social or economic system to be 
founded in Palestine at the start does not interest you 
much, so long the basis is laid for a genuinely demo¬ 
cratic life. This does not mean you are indifferent to 
the lot of the working-people there or you do not 
further new ideas if consonant with the welfare of the 
new settlement there. Also, this does not prevent you 
from craving that the Jewish Commonwealth be es¬ 
tablished along lines you advocate at the sanest op¬ 
portunity—the sooner the better. But you are not a 
Jewish Socialist; you are an American revolutionist, 
unless you pull up stakes and make your way to Ereo 
Yisroel when you will earn the title of Jewish So¬ 
cialist. Until then your concern outside of Jewish 
affiliation is to make Americans see the new light— 
and use it. 

Your approval of the Zionist movement does not 
cover always an admiration of some of its methods. 
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Here is the only time and place you are influenced by 
your non-Jewish ideals. The laying of too much 
weight on money in the Zionist propaganda; the lauda¬ 
tion of the wealthy at times who promise contributions 
but often do not make payments; the bending of the 
knees to the shul-Jews; and the inattention paid the 
proletarian—these are shafts of your friendly criticism. 
When Zionism to you is the grandest scheme of the 
age, you naturally are bent to keep it holy as much as 


is allowable. Money is needed but enthusiasm is 
needed more. A man like you lives, actually lives, on 
enthusiasm. This accounts for your preference to at¬ 
tend a First of May celebration to a Tisha B’ov mass¬ 
meeting. 

But, in the long run, considering all phases of the 
situation, you find you are cheered sooner and quicker 
by the Hatikvah than by the International. The latter, 
however, has its place, too. 


Where Does the Kehillah Stand? 

BY ISRAEL GOLDBERG. 


HAT has been the role of New York 
Jewry in the present crisis? 

It is no exaggeration to say that 
the Jewish community of New York 
is to-day the Jewish center of gravity, 
the power-station which must ener¬ 
gize the action of preserving the bulk 
of the Jewish people in Europe and of securing for 
the Jews a dignified future. A million heads, a mil¬ 
lion pair of hands must work in the cause of Jewish 
salvation. 


mm 


portunity, which is likely never to return, was thus 
destroyed! For here was an opportunity to unite all 
classes of Jews upon a popular program of action 
which could rouse their enthusiasm and secure their 
moral and material support. It was an opportunity 
for the Kehillah to make itself the supreme and really 
comprehensive Jewish organization, a condition which 
would have made it effective for work in other direc¬ 
tions as well. 

The manner in which the Kehillah acted on the 
Congress issue makes a highly instructive object les- 


The organization of this greatest of Jewish Com¬ 
munities of all times and places! What an endless 
vista of power and usefulness! The enormous diffi¬ 
culties of the task were not sufficient to discourage 
the men who, some seven years ago, began the at¬ 
tempt by organizing the New York Kehillah. This 


son to all those interested in effecting the organiza¬ 
tion of Jews of New York. This lesson should be 
taken to heart, for it may save us from repeating 
similar blunders in the future. 

The sixth Convention of the New York Kehillah, 
April 24 th, and 25 th, 1915 , before which the Congress 


was the most ambitions experiment in Jewish organi¬ 
zation that had ever been attempted. It had its basis 
in the theory that all Jews, no matter what religious 
or economic differences divide them, possess some 
interest in common, as Jews, upon which they 
can all unite. The organization of the Kehillah en¬ 
listed the best forces in the community, including 
the young and idealistic who saw in imagination the 
democratic organization of the masses for Jewish 
service. 


question came up, was pronounced by its Chairman 
to have been the “most historic Jewish meeting” in 
America. It was certainly the largest Kelliah con¬ 
vention, the reason for this being the evident interest 
of the Jewish organizations concerned in havng the 
Kehillah, as the central New York organization, take 
the lead in the calling of a Congress. The tenor of 
the convention left no room for doubt as to how the 
vast majority of the delegates stood on the Congress 
question. A committee of ten, of which Prof. I. A. 


The fundamental causes of the failure of the New 
York Kehillah to accomplish its main purpose—the 
organization of New York Jewry—was, first, the fact 
that it took up activities which could not unite the 
various elements; and, secondly, that it failed to en¬ 
gage in undertakings which did have the power to 
bring about that result. And both its sins of com¬ 
mission and ommission may be ascribed to the fact 
that it chose to subordinate itself to, and subsequently 
became the mere instrument of the undemocratic 
and unrepresentative American Jewish Committee. 

In spite of its reiteration that it aimed or actually 
did represent the will of New York Jewry, the Kehil¬ 
lah never made any real attdmpt to secure its budget 
from its supposed constituents, but subsisted almost 
entirely on the contributions of the few who naturally 
determined its inportant actions. 

Much has been said and written by orthodox and 
radical in criticism of things the Kehillah has carried 
out. But what it has not done is even more serious. 
And in respect of the latter, nothing is more serious 
than its failure to take the lead in the creation of the 
American Jewish Congress. 

To the creation and effectiveness of the Congress, 
the inaction of the Kehillah is likely to be of small 
consequence. But what a pity that an excellent op¬ 


Hourwich was Chairman, had already prepared a plan 
for the calling of the Congress. 

However, at this “greatest and most historic gather¬ 
ing in America,” there were a few individuals, to whom 
the Kehillah had previously subordinated itself and 
who were powerful enough to prevent the vast ma¬ 
jority from carrying through its wishes. The few, 
of whom Mr. Louis Marshall, President of the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee was the leader, were pleaded 
with, exhorted and flattered, as though they were ab¬ 
solute monarchs, to grant “the people” their wishes. 
But “to call a Congress would be very dangerous” 
they announced and the rest, for the time being, at 
least, had to submit. It was at this same session that 
Mr. Louis Marshall, so deeply alarmed at the possi¬ 
bility that ill-advised language might be used at a 
Congress, himself used words so ill-advised as are 
bound to bear harmful effects upon those in whose 
interests the Congress is to be called. Mr. Marshall 
is on record as having said: “Where are your proofs? 
(against the Russian Government) What do your 
proofs consist of? Of newspaper reports? Do you 
think the United States can do anything on the 
ground of such evidence?” Imaeire the joy of the 
Russian agents and abettors of this whitewashing of 
the Russian Government by one of the most promi- 
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nent American Jews. Since then the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee itself has published the evidence against 
the Russian Government, a good part of which was 
available even then. 

The old policy of “back-stairs diplomacy’’ and sup¬ 
plication was advocated by the President of the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee. “We have no army, no can¬ 
non, no land of our own,” he said, “the Jewish ques¬ 
tion should not be presented to the Peace Conference. 
There are more effective ways.” These other ways, 
naturally, do not require for their utilization a Con¬ 
gress which would mobilize the power and dignity 
of the Jewish people. 

The delegates to the Convention, including the 
Chairman, pleaded in vain with the three or four in¬ 
dividuals of the American Jewish Committee “to have 
more confidence in the people, to believe in their in¬ 
telligence and good intentions.” These few men, how¬ 
ever, refused to believe in any such thing. A formal 
vote on the question was avoided. The delegates 
consented to wait one month, during which time, it 
was hoped, Mr. Marshall and his colleagues would 
modify their views and “permit” the Jews of America 
to meet in Congress. 

During this month, although the Congress idea was 
rapidly gaining adherents all over the country, a com¬ 
mittee was busily at work on the attempt to patch up 
a compromise. On Monday, May 24 th, the Congress 
session of the Kehillah convention took place. Prof. 
I. A. Hourwich reported that an agreement with the 
American Jewish Committee had been reached, but 
that the term “Conference” was to be substituted for 
Congress. The American Jewish Committee was 
afraid that a Jewish Congress would be construed as 
an act of disloyalty to the United States Congress! 
Prof. Hourwich then read the following compromise 
resolution: 

“Whereas: This Convention of the Jewish Com¬ 
munity (Kehillah) of New York City favors the idea 
of holding a conference of delegates of Jezvish socie¬ 
ties throughout the country chosen by their member¬ 
ship for the sole purpose of considering the Jewish 
question as it affects our brethren in belligerent lands, 
and in view of the fact that the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee has heretofore decided to hold a Conference 
to which the heads of the leading Jewish organiza¬ 
tions of the country are to be invited for the purpose 
of considering the same subject, be it resolved 

That the Jewish Community (Kehillah) of New 
York City, as a constituent part of the American 
Jewish Committee, recommend to the latter that it 
hold a special meeting of its members with all con¬ 
venient dispatch, to consider the advisability of call¬ 
ing a conference of the character favored by this con¬ 
vention in lieu of the Conference which the American 
Jewish Committe has heretofore planned.” 

On the recommendation of the Chairman, this reso¬ 
lution was voted on without debate, and was accepted 
by a vote of 82 to 62 . The matter, however, was not 
so easily disposed of. The dissatisfaction with the 
wording of the compromise resolution finally came to 
a head with the offering of another resolution that the 
Kehillah representatives on the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee be bound by the action of the Convention and 
instructed to vote in favor of a “Conference” at the 
special meeting of that Committee. 

It was then that the utter helplessness and apparent 
meaninglessness of the Kehillah, as an organization, 
revealed itself. Mr. Louis Marshall practically de¬ 
nied the right of the Kehillah to instruct him ! And 
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even the Chairman hinted that the Kehillah is not suf- 
ficently representative of New York Jewry to instruct 
its own representatives on the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee. The Kehillah, it seems, was indisputably rep¬ 
resentative, as long as it did the will of the American 
Jewish Committee. Now that the time had come when 
it was bent on expressing its will, it had lost its rep¬ 
resentative character. 

The delegates, however, realized that to be denied 
the right to instruct their own representatives was 
merely to be trifled with. They refused to continue 
to play the role of a democratizing veneer for the 
American Jewish Committee. They passed the reso¬ 
lution of instruction by a vote of 118 to 87 . The pass¬ 
ing of the resolution was the declaration of independ¬ 
ence against absolute, if benevolent, despotism. But, 
it seemed, a last test was necessary. An attempt was 
made to nullify the declaration of independence, by 
proposing a resolution that “it is not the intent of the 
resolution passed to force any member of the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee to vote against his conscience.” 
The delegates stood the test. They rejected the sub¬ 
terfuge by a vote of 93 to 82 . But although they 
would not be instructed, the Executive members of 
the Kehillah, who were also amongst the leaders of 
the American Jewish Committee, took an active part 
in framing the above resolution. Before the motion 
to instruct was made, they gave repeated assurances 
of their intention to carry out this resolution, in the 
sense that the Conference or Congress would be called 
and convened on a democratic basis. 

Did the American Jewish Committee keep faith with 
the Kehillah and through the Kehillah, with the people 
of New York? The call for a Conference which the 
American Jewish Committee subsequently issued was 
in complete violation of both the letter and the spirit 
of even the compromise Kehillah resolution. The 
secret, exclusive, undemocratic Conference of a re¬ 
stricted number of delegates and organizations, which 
was subsequently set for October 24 th, and which 
was to be held in Washington, changed the whole 
Congress idea into a farce and the leaders of the 
American Jewish Committee thus made a laughing 
stock of all those who participated in the two separate 
conventions and who gave so much thought and time 
in discussing so vital an issue to the Jewish people. 
Despite all assurances and pledges, the leaders of the 
American Jewish Committee gave no serious con¬ 
sideration to the wishes of the Kehillah and its con¬ 
stituents in the matter. In fact, it treated the whole 
organization as a negligible factor. 

Nevertheless, the New York Kehillah, as such, by 
the action of its accredited representatives stands com¬ 
mitted to the calling of an American Jewish Congress. 
What have the officers and Executive Committee of 
the Kehillah done to carry out the will of its constitu¬ 
ents? They have hitherto of their own accord, for the 
most part, initiated activities for which they later 
sougth the sanction of the conventions. Here is an 
undertaking in which the Convention itself took the 
initiative. Will the Kehillah for that reason ignore it? 
It may have the legal right but has it the moral right 
to dismiss this most vital matter by refering it to the 
American Jewish Committee which it knows to be op¬ 
posed to a Congress such as its constituents demand? 
Is the democracy of which it boasts to be merely of 
a passive, acquiescent, amen-saying nature? Are 
its constituents to be treated as a lot of children, 
to be chided and ignored if they should have 
the inpertinence and bad taste to express a 
(Continued on page 157 ) 
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THE ZIONIST CONVENTION AT PHILADELPHIA 


HE most important Zionist gathering 
ever held in the United States will un¬ 
doubtedly be the Philadelphia con¬ 
vention, opening July 2 nd and con¬ 
tinuing over July 5 th. The Philadel¬ 
phia Convention Committee, of which 
Dr. Solomon Solis Cohen is chairman, 
has arranged, in addition to the regular sessions of 
the various organizations that are to hold their annual 
conventions, for a series of public functions which will be 
a demonstration of various phases of Zionist organ¬ 
ization and activities. 

The convention last year was held under the stress 



The following is the program of the convention: 

Religious services will be held on Friday evening, 
June 30 th, and on Sabbath morning, July 1 st, with 
meetings in the Synagogues in the afternoon and a 
reception in the evening. 

On Sunday morning, July 2nd, the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee will meet in executive session. 

On Sunday afternoon, opening session of the con¬ 
vention. 

On Sunday evening a mass meeting will be held at 
the Metropolitan Opera House, where the following 
will speak: Justice Louis D. Brandeis, Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, Dr. Schmarya Levin and others. Mr. Louis 


of important obligations, with which 
the Zionist Organization had grappled 
for about eight months. This year, 
after over twenty months of energetic 
devotion to large responsibilities, prof¬ 
iting by the experience it has gath¬ 
ered, the Zionist Organization comes 
together to devise ways and means 
wherewith to continue the work to a 
successful ending. The Zionists of 
America see more clearly than ever 
what there is for them to do. They 
now understand much better the 
forces with which they must contend. 

And now, the goal toward which the 
Zionist Organization has been striving 
during the past twenty years, becomes 
clearer and more imperative. Zionism 
is now on the threshold of realization. 

The Zionist Organiation must be 
strong enough to drive the ship 
through to victory. 

The Congress, the General Relief , LO l V I , s 
work, organiaztion, propaganda—all zioi 

these questions are of vital importance and require 
the deliberate consideration of all the active Zionists 
in the country. Zionist societies within a radius of 
three hundred miles of Philadelphia have, therefore, 
been urged by the Federation of American Zionists 
to send groups of their members, even if they are not 
delegates, to attend some of the sessions of the con¬ 
vention. 

In order to enable to inform all elements of the 
Zionist Organiation on the problems that now con¬ 
front the Zionist Organization in this country, and to 
give the Movement the benefit of the advice of all 


LOUIS LIPSKY 

Chnirmnu, Federation of American 
Zionists. 


E. Levy, chairman of the Convention 
Executive Committee, will preside. 

Monday morning, July 3 rd, session 
of the Federation. Reports of the 
Executive Committee of the Federa¬ 
tion will be presented. 

Monday afternoon, session of Ha- 
dassah and of Hoachoozah. 

On Monday evening a banquet will 
be tendered. 

Tuesday morning, July 4 th, session 
of Federation. 

Tuesday afternoon, session of Ha- 
dassah and of Intercollegiates. 

Tuesday evening, session of He¬ 
braists. 

Wednesday morning, July 5 th, ses¬ 
sion of Federation. 

Wednesday afternoon, session of 
Federation. 

The opening session of the convention 
will be held at the Horticultural Hall. 
lonofLedcan £11 other sessions will be held at the 
sts. Walton Hotel. 

Special arrangements have been made for the accom¬ 
modation of delegates at the following hotels: The Wal¬ 
ton Hotel, Broad and Locust Street; The Majectic Hotel, 
Broad and Girard Street; Ritz Carlton Hotel, Broad and 
Walnut Street; Bellevue Stratford Hotel, Broad and 
Walnut Street; Green Hotel, Eighth and Chestnut Street; 
Stenton Hotel, Broad and Spruce Street; and The St. 
James Hotel, 13th and Chestnut Street. 

Delegates wishing to write direct, should ask for such 
reservations as they want, stating that they are attending 
the Zionist Convention. 



workers, the Federation of American Zionists decided 
to admit to equal representation to the Federation 
convention all camps of the Order Sons of Zion and 
of the Knights of Zion. The Federation has asked 
such organizations to send their delegates with the 
knowledge that they will be given an equal voice in 
the proceedings of the Philadelphia convention. The 
Zionist organization may be divided into sections, ter¬ 
ritorial and special in their objects, but the interests 
of the Zionist movement demand that the policies of 
the movement as decided by the Federation conven¬ 
tion shall be moulded by experienced Zionists, regard¬ 
less of their special affiliation. 


All delegates will be met at depots by representatives 
of the Convention Committee, with recognizable badges, 
on Thursday, the 29th, Friday, the 30th and Sunday, 
the 2nd. Delegates are urged to notify the Convention 
Committee so as to be sure of being properly received. 

Delegates who desire Kosher food during the session 
of the Convention are requested to notify the Committee 
so that adequate provisions can be made for them for 
lunches, etc. 

For further information regarding hotels, railroads, 
etc., should be addressed to the Zionist Convention Com¬ 
mittee, 217 Lafayette Building. Philadelphia. 
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REVIEWS AND COMMENTS 


A Yizkor 

“An old silenced chord of our national melody has 
after centuries been sounded again and has vibrated with 
renewed vigor. From out of the distant, remote past re¬ 
verberates the echo of active Jewish struggle and spreads 
confidingly over the meadows and heights of Judah and 
Galilee. . . 

“The modern active Jewish fighter seeks his roof in 
the original home of his active people. In Palestine our 
national center is being re-created. Here, in contrast to 
our old time passivity, our Jewish national activity is 
reawakened in the daily life, in the work and of course 
in the struggle. There the active of our people go and 
their life there constitutes the modern revolution in the 
life of our people. 

“The Jewish fighters of antiquity have fallen consciously 
as heroes and in their death it became intensely evident, 
how strong was their instinct to live, to live and create. 
Now again does- a new Jewish life begin, the Jewish 
heroes will again come who will know how to die. 

“To know how to die—we need to learn it, because we 
do not yet know how to live. The graves of our ancient 
heroes tell us we once knew . . . 

“A mystical bond is woven between Modin of old and 
Sedjerah, the latest Zionist colony, (where most of the 
heroes have fallen) between the ancient “birjonint” and 
the modern watch guards. A new era in our national 
life is being enacted. 

“Famed individuals, not a chosen few. Such they 
ought to be, such they are, the Jewish workers in Pales¬ 
tine. The Golus has fostered discontent in their breasts, 
awakened a restlestness in them and in Palestine they 
looked for appeasement, looked for it and found it. They 
lived actively, actively they died. Their life and death 
is therefore a symbol for the whole nation, how in the 
land of the Jews one can live and how Jews can die. The 
death of the new Jewish heroes is the call of life to the 
entire present generation of Jews. The silenced chord of 
our nationality vibrates again. . . 

“Yiskor, . . . directed not to heaven but to the living 
people. * 

“Let the Jewish people remember how Jewish workers 
lived and died. . . 

“A new web of Jewish life of work is being woven. 
Where there is work there is struggle; where there is 
struggle, sacrifices are demanded. Thus the Jewish 
heroic blood flows upon the soil of our national home. 

"Let the Jewish people remember.” 

We add : It will remember. 

Thus the editors of the book ‘Yiskor’—first published 
in Yiddish by the local Poale Zion—state in the introduc¬ 
tion, commemorating the heroes—mostly members of their 
party—that have given their lives in protection of Jewish 
property, in defense of the honor of the Jewish name. It 
could not be better stated. In the process of re-penetra- 
tion of our ancient land by our people—re-conquest we 
are tempted to cal! it—looking back to the events of the 
thirty years or more since the colonization of Palestine 
has begun—blood has been shed freely. Whether in the 
first malaria victims or in the last tenacious struggles of 
the glorious ‘Shomerim’ we have paid the price in blood, 
we have been cemented by real sacrifices of life insep¬ 
arably to our old-new land we are setting out to regain 
for our people. 


The book commemorating these heroes bears the out¬ 
ward sombre garb, it purports to breathe sorrow, sorrow 
for the loss of these valiant young men—the brawn 
and brain and heart of Israel—but in spite of the genuine 
feeling of regret and sorrow you derive yourself by 
perusing this book, you cannot—the present writer could 
not—overcome a palpitation of joy in his subconscious¬ 
ness. 

Our cause in the light of this book and its message is 
a real cause, a vital cause of vital and utmost concern to 
many, many thousands of our people. There at last is real 
devotion to a real land to which these young men rush 
in an effort to regain it for our people, even at the sacrifice 
of their own young lives. There is a joy of sacrifice, here 
at last is action, a daring and doing—how contrasted with 
the being-done-to of the Jewish history of the Golus till 
now! 

And these young heroes are not isolated, not far and 
few between. Many, many more young breasts stand 
ready to step in the places of the fallen in the attainment 
of our glorious ideal. 

The book is adorned with portrait drawings of some of 
the young heroes. There the noble features flit before us 
revealing a variety of type, bespeaking different geo¬ 
graphical origin, walk of life, even different age, one of 
the group being quite middle-aged. All of them have for¬ 
saken their circle of activity and come to Palestine, driven 
by the irresistible desire to live a normal national life. 

Most countries of our diaspora have contributed their 
quota. America, too, is represented in the person of the 
hero, Berel Kley, who lost his life in Milchamiah, Galilee, 
in 1915. He worked on a farm in Illinois, and in Cali¬ 
fornia, dreaming constantly of the happy time when he 
could go to Palestine to live and work there. Alas, that 
his dreams were so rudely shattered by his premature 
death. 

Some of those fallen were the only sons of their 
parents. What could these parents have felt. There is a 
letter from the father of one of the younthful heroes 
that will be inscribed with golden letters in the history 
of this our present era. 

The letter is from Hertz Barsky, father of Moshe 
Barsky from Skoira, Gouvernement Kiev, Russia, who 
fell near Milchamiah in 1913. 

“Dear comrades—group of Daganiah ! 

“Dear brothers! What we did not expect has come to 
pass. A great affliction has befallen us, but I believe that 
your spirits will not be lowered and that—God forbid— 
you will not withdraw from your course. On the con¬ 
trary, I hope that the thought of my deceased son will 
instil in you courage and pride to fight the holy fight 
till we shall have realized our great ideal, for which 
among you my son has sacrificed his blood and life. 

“Brothers! Not only to thank you I desire for your as¬ 
sociating yourselves in my sorrow, but to comfort you, 
because my grief is your grief. Let us hope together 
that the blood of our great victim—the blood of my son 
and your brother, Moshe, will be graciously received by 
Heaven and that this will perhaps be the last victim upon 
the Altar of our holy ideal.” 

With such heroes and such parents in this almost 
legendary era of ours we can only cry out: Od lo avdah 
tikvatenu ! Our hope is not yet lost! 

L. M. HERBERT. 
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The Jews in the War 

In publishing these items of information concerning the part of the Jewish people are playing in the great war- 
tragedy abroad, THE MACCABAEAN does not wish to be understood as entertaining bias with reference to 
any of the belligerents. THE MACCABAEAN has always taken the position that the evils of the Jewish situa¬ 
tion are due primarily to the anomolous position of the Jewish people in having no recognized political sta¬ 
tus.—Ed. 


DENMARK. 

Dr. Brandes on Poles and Jews. 

The Copenhagen correspondent of a Lemberg Yiddish 
daily paper has had an interview with Dr. Georg Brandes, 
on the subject of the relations between the Jews and Poles. 
Dr. Brandes mentioned that the Poles, whom he had sharply 
attacked about a year and a half ago for their persecution of 
the Jews, were leaving no stone unturned in order to win 
him over to their cause, and although he had been prevailed 
upon recently to lecture to the Polish colony in Copenhagen 
on the Polish Question, he fully maintained his charges 
against the Polish people. The struggle between the Poles 
and the Jews, Dr. Brandes stated to the interviewer, should 
not be carried on with bitterness which must exclude the 
possibility of an understanding and lead to still further hatred 
on both sides. An understanding must be arranged, but this 
could only be brought about if the Poles, as the stronger 
•body, treated the weaker body with humane methods, and 
if both Poles and Jews recognized certain basic principles. 
The Jews, on their part, would have to recognize that an in¬ 
dependent Poland could not tolerate its political organiza¬ 
tion being other than exclusively Polish; consequently the 
Jews would have to abandon all attempts to weaken this sys¬ 
tem. They would also have to admit the exclusiveness of 
the Polish national language, instruction in which they would 
have to cultivate intensively in their schools. The Poles, 
too, would have to understand that it would be impossible 
not to acknowledge the peculiar characteristics of a popula¬ 
tion numbering three millions. These characteristics in re¬ 
spect to language, culture, and religion would have to be 
taken into account, and every forcible repression of them 
should be avoided, as such a course could not but result in 
brutality and weakening. Only on the lines he had sketched 
out could an understanding become possible, an understand¬ 
ing which was so greatly to be desired in the interests of 
both oppressed peoples. 


ENGLAND. 

Professor Constantine Arabajin Sees Hope for the Jews in 
Russia. 

Professor Constantine Arabajin, of the University of Hel¬ 
singfors, who is now in this country, is well known for his 
advocacy of the Jewish cause in Russia. He took prominent 
part in the defense of the Jews in connection with the Beilis 
trial, and recently when the Jews were accused of treachery 
to Russia, he went about lecturing in various cities, with the 
purpose of dispelling this calumny. In an interview with a 
correspondent of the Jewish Chronicle, the professor said 
that the Russian people were not anti-Semitic, and that all 
the discrimination against the Jews comes from the bu¬ 
reaucracy, which is strongly dominated by German influ¬ 
ence. He said that the proportion of pure Russians to those 
of German origin in the bureaucracy was as seven to ten. 
He said that liberalism is on the increase in Russia, and the 
best proof for this is the extraordinary growth in the cir¬ 
culation of Liberal newspapers. The people arc being edu¬ 
cated and are taking a keen interest in political questions. 
The only enemy to the march of liberalism is ignorance and 
this will gradually disappear. The Jews may expect many 
reforms in their favor soon after the war is over. One of the 
first of the restrictions to go, he thought, will be the educa¬ 
tional disabilities, which cannot possibly be defended. He 
was convinced that soon after the war all the parties in the 
Duma will be ready to take up the Jewish question seriously. 


POLAND. 

Poles Continue to Harass the Jews. 

Present conditions of the Jews in Warsaw practically 
amount to a state of famine. The authorities endeavor to 
cope with the situation but so far they have not succeeded. 
In addition to this state of starvation in which the Jews find 
themselves, the Poles continue to harass and oppress them. 
There are in Warsaw and in other cities public soup kitchens. 
When the Jewish poor form lines before these establish¬ 


ments, the Poles swoop down on them and beat them, thus 
driving them away. One often sees half-starved Jews leave 
the soup kitchens without having satisfied their hunger. The 
Polish employment agencies refuse to provide Jews with 
work, even when the German authorities apply for large num¬ 
bers of men. They do this under the pretext that they have 
no applicants at hand. The Poles refuse, further, to engage 
Jews in the emergency public works. If men are needed and 
Gentiles are not to be found, Jews get the work on intoler¬ 
able terms. They are badly paid and badly treated. The 
German authorities cannot intervene because the Jews are 
afraid of the after-results, and therefore do not complain to 
the German officials. The only relief for the Jew is to have 
as many Jewish assistants to the German authorities as pos¬ 
sible, for them these men might inform the government of 
the conditions that prevail and thus induce intervention in 
behalf of the Jews. 

* * * 

Economic Conditions in Wilna Improving. 

Wilna, the capital of Lithuania, which now harbors more 
Jews than ever before, was never a flourishing city from the 
economic point of view. Nevertheless thousands of Jew¬ 
ish families made a decent living by acting as brokers and 
agents. But as soon as the Russians were driven from 
Wilna, and all traffic with the interior of Russia ceased, the 
Jewish middle class in the city lost the means of earning a 
livelihood. 

For these reasons the Jewish population in Wilna was 
economically ruined within a short time after the outbreak 
of the war and thus suffered more keenly from the war than 
any other Jewish community. 

The German authorities are trying to revive the indus¬ 
trial and commercial activities of the city and to cope with 
the unemployment difficulty. But it is more difficult to bring 
about better conditions in Wilna than in Kovno or Grodno 
or any other important Jewish center in Poland or Lithuania, 
because the industries in the Lithuanian capital were never 
very highly developed, and commercial conditions can only 
make a change for the better if Wilna is brought into com¬ 
munication with the markets of Central Europe, or if it 
should find an outlet into the interior of Russia. In the pres¬ 
ent state of affairs it does not seem possible that either one 
or the other of these can be brought about, and the economic 
conditions of the Wilna Jews cannot undergo any radical 
change until the political status of the city is definitely de¬ 
cided. 

For the time being, the present authorities are endeavor¬ 
ing to improve general conditions as far as it lies in their 
power to do so. The improvement of conditions is more of 
a general nature than of an economic nature. A new educa¬ 
tional system, a complete sanitary reform, a tax reform, and 
so forth, have brought some order out of the chaos which 
prevailed in the city when the Russians left it. But all this 
does not satisfy the hungry nor alleviate the general suf¬ 
fering. 

To what an extent these economic conditions have worked 
havoc among the Jewish population of Wilna can be seen 
from the annual report of one of the local Jewish philan¬ 
thropic societies. The management of the society, Mish- 
meres Cholim, reports its activities of the year 1915 as fol¬ 
lows: “The society paid for 60,000 medical prescriptions for 
the Jewish poor. The physicians of this society, alone, have 
visited nearly 7,000 patients, and more than 15,000 cases have 
been treated in the dispensary of the society.” 


ROUMANIA. 

Roumania Drives Jews from the Towns and Villages. 

Jews in Roumania are being driven out of the towns and 
villages where they have been living for years, because, as 
the Roumanians claim, they have no legal right to be there. 

The plight of these Jews is very sad, because, due to the 
war. all the large cities are over-crowded, and it is very diffi¬ 
cult to earn a livelihood there. 

The terrible condition of the Jews has caused the well- 
known Roumanian general, Stoika, to come out with a vigor- 
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ous protest against the government. He states that the gov¬ 
ernment is disgracing itself by driving out the Jews who 
have proved themselves so patriotic and loyal in the recent 
war between Roumania and Bulgaria and who arc even now 
ready to serve their country should she enter the war. The 
generals protest created a sensation in diplomatic circles. 
The matter was taken up in Parliament, where the issue 
called forth a stormy debate. 


RUSSIA. 

The Jewish Position in the Russian Duma. 

In the last issue of The Maccabaean we reported the re¬ 
sentment among the Jewish nationalists, caused by the atti¬ 
tude of the Liberal coalition toward the interpolation made 
by Dr. Bonash in the Duma, regarding the false accusations 
that were propagated against the Jews by Government offi¬ 
cials. The Jewish deputies in the Duma were asked to with¬ 
draw from the Liberal coalition and sever all relations with 
this body. VVe are here publishing a detailed report of 
the proceedings in the Duma which will explain the Jewish 
position there. The following is the circular that was 
sent out by the Assistant Director of the Police Department 
to all police officials in every city, town and village in Russia: 

"The Police Department has learned from highly anthori- 
tative sources tlmt the Jews are planning to aid the Germans 
by helping to ruin the Russian finances and to starve the 
Russian population. This Is their method. They buy up all 
food products to sell them at exorbitant prices; they buy up 
silver and gold money to depreciate the Russian Ruble 
abroad and they themselves withdraw and persuade others 
to withdraw their deposits from the banks, in order to bring 
financial catastrophe upon Russia. . 

This was a secret circular but it was sent out to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of police officials throughout Russia and 
its purpose was clear; to point out to the Russian population 
that the Jews were responsible for all their woes and mis¬ 
fortunes, and so incite the population to make pogroms upon 
the Jews. 

The “secret” circular naturally fell into the hands of the 
Duma deputies. The Russian Duma is at present controlled 
by the so-called "Progressive Bloc.” This includes all the 
liberal and semi-liberal parties, beginning with the Constitu¬ 
tional Democrats and ending with the Progressists, Octo¬ 
brists, real Octobrists and “Progressive Nationalists.’ The 
progressive parties in Russia have always stood for the re¬ 
moval of all restrictions against the Jews and for the granting 
of equal right to them. But since they have allied themselves 
in the Progressive Bloc” with the “Semi-Liberals,” prac¬ 
tically reactionary and anti-Semitic parties, like the Octo¬ 
brists and “Progressive Nationalists,” they sacrificed the 
Jews’ claim of equal rights and included in the platform of 
the "Progressive Bloc” only an expressed wish that “the re¬ 
strictions against the Jews might in time gradually be with¬ 
drawn.” 

When the pogrom-circular fell into the hands of these 
Deputies they did not know what to do with it. Had the 
matter depended upon them, they would have ignored it en¬ 
tirely. But right here the renowned Deputy, Tschkeidze, 
stepped in, the leader of the'Social Democratic Party, that 
had refused to join the “Progressive Bloc,” and introduced 
the document at an open session of the Duma, accusing the 
Government of pogrom politics. His speech made a profound 
impression both in the Duma and in the whole land. The 
leaders of the Constitutional Democratic Party could not re¬ 
main silent after his speech and in a scries of heated ad¬ 
dresses condemned the Russian Government as an organizer 
of pogroms upon Jews. 

The result of these speeches was most important. Im¬ 
mediately after the “secret” circular was distributed, a pogrom 
agitation broke out through the land. In several localities, 
as in Poltava and Yekaterinoslav, pogroms actually were car¬ 
ried out. And they would surely have spread far and wide, 
if the Deputies in the Duma had not disclosed the criminal 
politics of the Government. The Russian Government just 
then was seeking loans in England and America and grew 
afraid of the result of its pogrom politics. The Police De¬ 
partment was therefore forced to send out a new circular to 
its officials in which they were ordered to permit no pogroms. 

This was a great victory for the Duma over the Govern¬ 
ment. It gave the Jewish Deputies courage to attempt, once 
for all, to put a stop to the pogrom agitation of the Govern¬ 
ment. To accomplish this, it was necessary for them to se¬ 
cure a majority vote in the Duma condemning the “secret” 
circular. The Jewish Deputy, Friedman, therefore, intro¬ 
duced in the Duma a resolution, denouncing the circular. By 
this resolution, the Duma would condemn the Government. 
The leaders in the “Progressive Bloc” officially assured the 
Jewish deputies that they would vote for the resolution. 
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But, as soon as the resolution was introduced, a shameful 
farce began. The President of the Duma, M. Rodzianko, one 
of the most reactionary Octobrists, refused to put Friedman's 
resolution before the Duma and demanded that it be printed 
first, despite the fact that all the Deputies were well informed 
regarding its purpose. In this way, he succeeded in post¬ 
poning tne question for a week and then declared that it was 
too late to consider it. It was necessary to introduce the 
same resolution once again and this time the second Jewish 
deputy, M. Bomasli, signed it. But when it had been intro¬ 
duced and a day was set for its consideration, the leaders 
of the right wing, who had joined the “Progressive Bloc” 
suddenly declared that, since they have learned that the Rus¬ 
sian Government is prepared to give a satisfactory explana¬ 
tion for the pogrom circular, they would not vote for the 
Jewish resolution. The Jewish Deputies were at a loss. Then 
the leaders of the Constitutional Democratic Party came to 
them and demanded that they withdraw the resolution in 
order not to embarrass the “Progressive Bloc.” 

The position of the Jewish Deputies was a tragic one: If 
they withdrew their resolution, it would mean they them¬ 
selves acknowledged that the Government was not guilty of 
a crime against the Jews and that it had conducted no pog¬ 
rom agitation. And if they did not withdraw it, and the ma¬ 
jority of the Duma (the extreme Right Wing and a part of 
the ‘ Progressive Bloc”) voted it down, it would mean that 
the Duma expressed confidence in the Government and its 
politics against the Jews and acknowledged that the pog¬ 
rom-circular was founded on facts and should have been 
distributed. 

But Professor Milukov of the Constitutional Democratic 
Party assured the Jewish Deputies that the Russian Govern¬ 
ment would express its regret for the document and promise 
never to distribute such pogrom circulars. The Jewish depu¬ 
ties had no other choice but to decide to withdraw the reso¬ 
lution and, trusting Professor Milukov and other representa¬ 
tives of the “Progressive Bloc,’ they drew up a detailed dec¬ 
laration in which they stated that they withdrew their reso¬ 
lution because the explanation of the Government showed 
that it regretted the circular and was prepared never to per¬ 
mit further pogroms. 

On the ioth day of March (24th new style), the question 
finally came up in the day's business. The same Kafafov, the 
Assistant Director of the Police Department, who had dis¬ 
tributed the pogroms circular, came to give his explanation. 
And when he began to speak, the Jewish Deputies were filled 
with despair. They realized that the leaders of the “Pro¬ 
gressive Bloc” had deceived them. Kafafov’s speech was 
nothing more than affirmation of the circular. He laughed 
synically at the despair of the Jews and declared that it had 
not been his intention to incite pogroms with his circular, 
as was evident from the fact that he had sent it out in 
“secret.” The Jewish Deputies and their friends had caused 
the pogrom danger because they had read the circular right 
out in the duma. 

The Jewish Deputies grew confused and demanded that 
the session of the Duma be interrupted for ten minutes that 
they might be able to consult with the “Progressive Bloc.” 
The President of the Duma, M. Rodzianko, granted them 
only five minutes. The “Progressive Bloc” withdrew for con¬ 
sultation. They grew stubborn and declared that they would 
insist on voting against the Jewish resolution. It was evi¬ 
dent that the Jewish Deputies would have to withdraw their 
resolution, lest it fall through with a scandal and bring still 
greater suffering upon the Jewish population. But it was also 
evident that the former declaration of the Deputies that they 
were satisfied with the explanation of the Government would 
not do and they would have to draw up another. 

But there was no time left. M. Rodzianko reopened the 
session of the Duma and instead of giving the floor to the 
Jewish Deputy, Bomash, who had been the first one to sign 
the resolution, he gave it to the Octobrist Deputy, Kopnist. 
Deputy Bomash entered the session at the moment when 
Kopnist was declaring that the explanations of the Govern¬ 
ment were satisfactory to him and that his faction, the Octo¬ 
brists, therefore would not vote for the resolution. 

Deputy Bomash then lost his head entirely and when he 
finally secured the floor, in his haste, excited and confused, he 
declared in a broken voice, that he withdrew his resolution, 
because . . the explanations of the Government satisfied 

him. 

The “Progressive Bloc” betrayed the Jewish interests. 
The Russian Duma openly insulted the Jews. The Jewish 
Deputies were forced to subscribe to this insult and Jewish 
public opinion is in greater despair than ever before in the 
course of this terrible war. 
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The Zionist Movement 

A MONTHLY REVIEW OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY 

Readers of The Maccabaean are asked to send news of Zionist activities for publication in this department. All 
communications should be addressed: Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

Work of the Jewish National Fund in Palestine. 

The work of the Jewish National Fund Commission dur¬ 
ing 1915 mainly centered on relief work, although on a some¬ 
what different basis, natmely, by providing opportunities for 
work. For actual relief work the commission had only a 
small sum amounting to 15,000 francs, but its activities con¬ 
nected indirectly with relief work covered an expenditure of 
over 100,000 francs. The laborers who are engaged on the 
colonies of the Jewish National Fund hardly felt any discom¬ 
fort through the war. About 30,000 francs were spent last 
year in building twenty workers’ houses in Mcrchaviah and 
Kinereth. It is not certain whether this work of erecting 
houses can be carried on also this year, because of the diffi¬ 
culties placed in the way by the military authorities. The 
swamps around Kinereth, the greatest cause of many diseases, 
have been drained, and a tributary of the Jordan which like¬ 
wise endangers the health of the inhabitants will be tilled up 
during the present year. On this work about 10,000 francs 
have been expended, and a similar sum will be spent also this 
year. A stock of flour to the value of 10,000 francs will be 
procured for the colonies in Judea. From this supply la¬ 
borers will receive flour or bread on producing bonds Lorn 
their employers, so that they may not suffer any loss when 
exchanging their bonds. The bonds remain in the hands 
of the commission until after the moratorium is lifted. 

With a view to the scarcity of articles of food, the Na¬ 
tional Fund placed the greatest importance on the cultivation 
of grains and vegetables and in the extension of the dairy 
and poultry farms. The amount of wheat, vegetables, milk, 
etc., delivered bv the co-operative farms is not the most im¬ 
portant part of this action, but of greatest importance is the 
effect of this on regulating food prices. The reserves of corn 
on the National Fund farms prevented usury being practiced 
at the beginning of the war. These farms delivered corn at 
normal prices, and they have supplied wheat to the value of 
over 100,000 francs on credit and solely on the guarantee of 
the bank. 

ZIONIST ACTIVITIES ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA. 

Zionist Progress in Sydney. 

Sydney —The Zionists here recently held their eighth an¬ 
nual convention. The reports of the various committees 
showed remarkable progress made during the year. The fol¬ 
lowing is an extract of the report of the chairman: 

With a view to affording assistance to the Jews in Pales¬ 
tine, your President wrote to the Attorney-General for per¬ 
mission to send money; but unfortunately such permission 
was refused, although It has apparently been readily granted 
in other parts of the British Empire, and also in Russia. The 
Committee note with pleasure that a large number of power¬ 
ful Jewish organizations in America (Zionist, as well as non- 
Zionist) have combined together with a view’ of placing the 
Jewish question before the Congress that will sit at the con¬ 
clusion of the war, and it is hoped, in the terms of settle¬ 
ment. provision wdll be made for the obtaining of a legally 
secured home for the Jewish race in Palestine. The Com¬ 
mittee also record with pleasure the formation in Sydney of 
the Young Men’s Zionist Association. The relations between 
this body and the Sydney Zionist Society have been harmoni¬ 
ous, and both have worked to advance the cause in this State. 

The collections this year have naturally snifered through the 
more pressing claims of the various war funds. The Society 
has received during the year the sum of $335.00. The Sheko- 
llm Contributions will amount to 300. and the balance, less 
the expense, will be available for Zionist purposes. 


DENMARK. 

National Fund Contributions for April. 

The National Fund Bureau in Copenhagen reports that 
the sum total of contributions received for the Jewish Na¬ 
tional Fund during the month of April was Francs. 55650. 
From Austria came Frs. 17144, Hungary Frs. 11123. North 
America 9714, Germany Frs. 7202. Rouinania Frs. 3381. Rus¬ 
sia Frs. 2535, Holland Frs. 2217, England Frs. 1425, Switzer¬ 
land Frs. 391. Australia Frs. 224, South Slavonic Lands Frs. 
196, Sweden Frs. 91 and Belgium Frs. 7. 


ENGLAND. 

“The Jews in Palestine.” 

In a recent issue of the Manchester Guardian there ap¬ 
pears a leading article entitled the “Jews in Palestine.” The 
following is an extract: 

\\ hat is to be the future of Palestine? The progress of 
the campaign must, sooner or later, open up this question. 
Meanwhile the enterprising group of writers responsible for 
the “Zionist” are doing good work In throwing light for 
British readers on the conditions prevailing in that country 
previous to the war. Their two latest pamphlets, by Mr. Leon 
Simon and Mr. Israel Sieff, deal respectively with Hebrew edu¬ 
cation in Palestine and Jewish colonization and enterprise. 

The building up of a system of national education for Jew's 
in Palestine is one of the most interesting achievements of 
Jewish idealism during the last half-century. The problem 
was to provide an education which was thoroughly modern 
and up-to-date in scope and method, but at the same time 
national in spirit and atmosphere. Mr. Simon’s pamphlet de¬ 
scribes the successful efforts to make Hebrew once more an 
every-day medium of Instruction and the current language 
of the younger generation. The Hebrew Secondary School at 
Juffa, for Instance, founded in 1907, numbered 700 students 
in 1014, and its leaving certiflcate has been accepted by a 
number of European universities as equivalent to that of a 
European secondary school. If the war had not come the 
project of a Jewish University at Jerusalem would by now 
iln all probability be under way. It is u development which 
is bound to come, and in which, as in the whole future of 
Palestine, this country cannot fail to take an interest. 

* * * 

Synagogues Affiliate With Zionist Organization. 

The effort that is being made by the English Zionist Fed¬ 
eration to extend Zionist work in the synagogues, is meeting 
with considerable success. At a members’ meeting of the 
Bethnal Green Great Synagogue held recently it was decided 
that the shekel should be paid as part of the synagogue ac¬ 
count, and meetings are being arranged in other synagogues 
to consider a similar proposal. A manifesto in English and 
Yiddish has been circulated to nearly two hundred syna¬ 
gogues in various parts of the country. The manifesto draws 
attention to the important conferences of rabbis and syna¬ 
gogue representatives recently held in London, at which reso¬ 
lutions were passed urging all Jews to support the Zionist 
movement, and the manifesto makes an appeal for all to join 
this manifestation of solidarity. 

* * * 

English Zionists to Have a Yiddish Daily. 

The Zionists in England have obtained a controlling inter¬ 
est in the Yiddish daily “Die Welt,” which will henceforth 
be the official organ of the Zionist organization, and its name 
will be changed to “Die Yiddishe Stimme.” Dr. J. M. Salkind 
is the leader of this movement. The Zionists are also mak¬ 
ing efforts to revive the Hebrew weekly “Ha-Yehudi,” which 
was edited by the late I. Suvalsky for fifteen years, but 
stopped publication w-ith the death of its editor. 

GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

Activities of Poale Zion. 

The idea of a Socialistic Zionism seems to be gaining 
more and more favor in the eyes of the Jewish working 
classes. The Poale-Zion—the Zionist Socialist Party—has, 
of late, grown rapidly. During the past seven or eight 
months more than a thousand new members have joined the 
party. _ In the remotest corners of the land Poale-Zion clubs 
arc being formed. And not only are the more intelligent of 
the working classes entering the party, but some of the most 
noted of the intellectuals and many well-known artists have 
joined the ranks of the Poale-Zion. 

Among the young Jewish students, too, there is mani¬ 
fested a growing interest in the Socialist-Zionist movement. 

At the beginning of last winter, many junior branches of 
Poale-Zion were founded. The “Young Poale-Zion” range 
from the ages of fifteen to eighteen. They have been organ¬ 
ized in a federation and issue a semi-monthly paper. 

The working program of the Poale-Zion is unique among 
all proletarian parties. The party carries on an intensive 
activity for the propagation of institutions of Palestine; it has 
founded a special fund to strengthen the position of the Jew- 
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from which he never regained consciousness. At the age of 
thirty-three has death most mercilessly erased from our 
midst such a beautiful and healthy tree under whose shade 
much protection was always found for those tired of the 
barren fields of Jewish life. Together with his beloved wife 
and relatives we all unite in mourning our common loss. 

« * * 

Dr. B. Epstein Visits Bakersfield. 

On Sunday, May 21st, Dr. B. Epstein visited this city in 
behalf of the Jewish National Fund. While here, he ad¬ 
dressed two meetings at which about $150.00 was raised for 
the National Fund. “The speaker,” writes Mr. J. Farbstein, 
“in spite of the fact that he spoke in Yiddish, which is hardly 
understood by any of the Jews in this city, aroused a great 
interest in the Zionist movement and in the National Fund. 
This was shown by the warm response of the audience to the 
appeal for the National Fund.” 


CONNECTICUT. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise in Hartford. 

Hartford —On Sunday evening, May 28th, a large mass 
meeting was held here under the auspices of the local Zion¬ 
ist societies. Dr. Stephen S. Wise was the principal speaker. 
As a result of his address about $10,000.00 was raised for gen¬ 
eral relief. $1,500.00 of this amount was given to the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. Others who addressed the meeting were: Rev. 
H. W. Ettleson, Mr. B. Zukerman, and Mr. Morris. Mr. 
Older presided. 

* * * 

Youth of Zion Elects Officers. 

At a meeting of the Youth of Zion, held on May 14th, the 
following were elected officers: President, Henry Cohn; Vice- 
President and Chairman of the executive committee, H. Glot- 
zer; Secretary, Milton Machanowsky; Treasurer, I. Nassau; 
Chairman of propaganda, I. Shapiro; Chairman of literature, 
Samuel Cohen. At this meeting an energetic campaign was 
inaugurated for securing a large membership. 

* * * 

New London Hadassah Progresses 

New London —Miss Bessie Bloskin, chairman of the press 
committee of the local chapter of Hadassah, reports that the 
success of the Flower Day this year exceeded all previous 
years. The organizations that participated in the collection 

on Flower Day were: B'nei Zion Camp, Young Wom¬ 

ens Hebrew Association, Young Men's Hebrew Association, 
The Daughters of Israel and the Chapter of Hadassah. At 
a recent meeting of Hadassah, Miss Elizabeth Cherasky was 
elected delegate to the Philadelphia convention. Hadassah is 
now conducting an energetic campaign for the "Tip The 
Scale Fund.” Miss Elizabeth Cherasky is chairman of the 
committee. The Sewing Circle, under the leadership of Mrs. 
H. Levin, assisted by Mrs. A. Abramson and Miss R. Mer- 
riams, is making marked progress. Although only one year 
in existence, Hadassah has already a membership of forty- 
eight. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Louis Lipsky in Washington. 

Washington —On Tuesday evening, June 13th, Mr. Lip- 
sky addressed a joint meeting of the Ahavas Zion and the 
Brandeis Zion Society, held at the new club rooms of the 
latter society. Other speakers were Julius Peyser, Judge 
M. Straussbourger, and Dr. Leopold Glushak. There was a 
discussion in which a number of the members participated. 


ILLINOIS. 

Ezras Israel Gate Active in Shekel Campaign. 

Chicago—At a recent meeting of the Ezras Israel Gate 
of this city, the chairman, Mr. D. Levy, who presided, re¬ 
ported that the Shekel campaign resulted in the disposal of a 
large number of Shoklim. So far $56.00 has been forwarded 
to the Knights of Zion. He also reported that $20.00 was 
collected for the National Fund through the medium of 
National Fund Boxes which were distributed by the Gate. 
After the chairman submitted the report, he introduced Mr. 
H. Steinberg, who delivered an address on the Jewish Na¬ 
tional Fund. 

* * * 

Miss Mary Antin recently visited this city and ad¬ 
dressed several meetings undpr the auspices of the Knights 
of Zion and the local Chapter of Hadassah. The address 
“Americanism and the Problem of the Jew,” delivered at 
Sherman Hotel, was of particular interest as she struck a 
new note in her speech. 


Zionist Meeting in Temple Rodfei Zedek. 

A mass meeting was recently held here at the Temple 
Rodfei Zedek, 48th Street and Michigan Avenue, addressed 
by Dr. Mossinsohn. An appeal for the Emergency Fund 
was made to which the audience warmly responded. Judge 
Julian W. Mack presided. 

* * * 

New Gate Organized in Peoria. 

Peoria—As a result of a meeting in this city, addressed by 
Dr. Mossinsohn and Leon Zolotkoff, a new Gate was organ¬ 
ized with a large membership. 


INDIANA. 

Dr. Mossinsohn Addresses Emergency Fund Meeting. 

Gary —Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn visited this city on May 
30th, in behalf of the Emergency Fund. He addressed a large 
mass meeting arranged by the David Wolfsohn Zion Gate. 
As a result of his address bver one hundred dollars was col¬ 
lected for the Emergency Fund. Mr. M. Zinder, chairman of 
the David Wolfsohn Zion Gate, reports that the Gate sold 
ninety-one shkolim and collected $25.00 for the National Fund 
through the distribution of National Fund Boxes. On Flower 
Day the Gate collected $50.00. 

* * » 

Jehudah Maccabee Gate Raises $200 for the Emergency Fund 

Terre Haute —Mr. M. E. Hornstein, chairman of the Je¬ 
hudah Maccabee Gate, reports that a large mass meeting was 
recently held in this city under the auspices of the Jehudah 
Maccabee Gate, at which Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn and Mr. 
H. Steinberg were the speakers. In response to the appeal 
of Dr. Mossinsohn, $200.00 was raised for the Emergency 
Fund. 


MARYLAND. 

Convention of the Order Sons of Zion. 

Baltimore—The Zionists in this city are making elaborate 
arrangements for the eighth annual convention of the Order 
Sons of Zion, to be held in this city on Sunday and Monday, 
June 18th and 19th. Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mr. Leo Motzkin, 
Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn and Mr. Scheinkin will be the guests 
of honor. Those active in Baltimore for the convention are 
Dr. H. Seidel, S. Drucker, Solomon Blaustein and a host of 
workers. 

Sunday morning. June 18th, the business session of the 
convention will be formally opened. The afternoon session 
will be devoted to reports of the officers of the Executive 
Committee of the Order Sons of Zion. On Sunday evening 
a large mass meeting will be held where the following will 
speak: Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mr. Leo Motzkin, Dr. Benzion 
Mossinsohn and Mr. Scheinkin. The Hon. Joseph Barondess, 
Nasi of the Order, will preside. Monday morning, June 19th, 
the business sessions of the convention will be resumed. Mon¬ 
day evening a Kosher Banquet will be served to the delegates 
and several hundred invited guests. 

During the last year the Order carried on a vigorous cam¬ 
paign for an increase in membership in the old camps. It has 
for this purpose instituted a membership contest among its 
camps, thus stimulating them to increase the number of their 
members. Many camps have entered the contest, and the 
number of new recruits to the order arc considerable. The 
order has become an important factor in the activities of the 
Zionist movement. It raised large sums for all the Zionist 
funds. For the Provisional Committee alone it contributed 
through its camps the sum of ten thousand dollars in the last 
nine months. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Zionist Association Honors Jacob de Haas. 

Boston —On Monday evening, June 5th, at Lorimer Hall, 
Trcmont Temple, the Zionist Association of this city 
gave a public reception to Mr. Jacob de Haas, head of the 
New England Zionist Bureau and editor of the Jewish Advo¬ 
cate. in honor of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his work 
in the Zionist movement. Addresses were made by the fol¬ 
lowing: Julius Meyer, Peter M. Leavitt, Rabbi P. Israeli, 
Max Mitchell, President of the Metropolitan Trust Company, 
Rabbi H. H. Rubenovitz. Leo J. Lyons, and Dr. Schmarya 
Levin. Rabbi M. M. Eichler in behalf of the Zionist Associa¬ 
tion of greater Boston, presented Mr. De Haas with a hand¬ 
some hall clock. 

The following letter was read from Justice Louis D. 
Brandeis, expressing his regret at being unable to attend the 
reception: 

“I shall not be able to attend the Jacob de Haas 
dinner. I regret this greatly because no one can ap¬ 
preciate more highly than I do the value of Mr. Jacob 
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de Haas’s services to the cause. It was he who kindled 
my interest in Zionism. He made me realize its im¬ 
portance. And to him, in large measure, I owe what 
understanding of it I have attained. 

“In my almost daily conferences with him concern¬ 
ing current problems I have been constantly aided by 
his great knowledge and wisdom; and have been im¬ 
pressed by his deep devotion to the cause. 

“I am extremely glad that those who have been ac¬ 
tive with him in the movement for so many years have 
taken this occasion to express their appreciation of 
his work.” 

The various speakers of the evening highly praised Mr. 
de Haas for his activities in the Zionist movement. 

* * * 

Zionist Association Growing. 

The Zionist Association of Greater Boston, of which Jus¬ 
tice Brandeis is president, reports progress in its membership 
campaign, which has now reached 750. It is expected that 
before the annual convention of the Federation is held more 
than 300 additional members will be enrolled. The Zionist 
Association of Greater Boston is expending all its energy to 
enlist the Jewish young men in the Zionist cause. 

* * * 

Daughters of Zion Installs New Officers. 

Lawrence —Installation of officers of the Daughters of 
Zion of this city was held Wednesday evening, May 17th. at 
the Y. M. H. A. rooms. The following officers were installed 
by Mae Orenstein: Chairman, Rose Shapiro; vice-chairman, 
Annie Berman; Treasurer, Jennie Traub; Recording Secre¬ 
tary, Sadie Ravitch; and Financial Secretary, Sadie Traub. 
The delegates elected to represent the Daughters of Zion at 
the conference of the Zionist Council of Northern Massa¬ 
chusetts and Southern New Hampshire, held at Canobie Lake, 
on June nth, were: Mae Orenstein. Rose Shapiro and Mary 
Goldberg. 

* * * 

Junior Zionist Council Holds Shevouth Celebration. 
Malden —The Junior Zionist Council of Massachusetts, 
held a Shevouth celebration in this city on Sunday, June 4th. 
The following clubs and directors took part: Progressive 
Young Zionists, Flowers of Zion and Blossoms of Zion of 
Malden; Pride of Zion of Chelsea, Melrose Young Judaeans, 
David Wolfsohn Girls of Roxbury, and Young Hebrew Sis¬ 
ters of Charlestown: the Misses Sarah Cooperstock, Celia 
Cooperstock, Doris Levine. Anna and Lena Schlossberg, 
Sadie Shapiro and George Hurwitch. 

Miss Lena Schlossberg, the chairman, briefly outlined 
Shevouth and explained the work of the Junior Zionist Coun¬ 
cil. The following children took part in the entertainment: 
Sylvia Burack, Ida Gardner, Hilda Harris. Rose Weiss. Sarah 
Wexler, Libby Jacobson, Annie Levine, Evelyn Goldberg, 
Ada Rosenson and Goldie Reingold. 


MINNESOTA. 

Tikwath Zion Works for the National Fund. 

St. Paul —At a meeting of the Tikwath Zion Gate, held 
May nth, the National Fund Committee reported that $36.14 
was collected, through the medium of boxes distributed, for 
the National Fund during the month of May. The Com¬ 
mittee on Propaganda reported that the mass meeting, held 
on May 7th, under the auspices of the Tikwath Zion Gate, 
addressed by Mary Antin, proved very successful. 

* * * 

Dr. Mossinsohn in St. Paul. 

A large mass meeting was held here on May 23rd, under 
the auspices of the local Zionist Organizations, with Dr. Mos¬ 
sinsohn as principle speaker. As a result of his address 
$178.00 was collected for the Emergency Fund. 

* * * 

Mary Antin in St. Paul. 

Mary Antin, author of “The Promised Land,” recently 
visited this city in the interest of the Zionist movement. She 
lectured under the auspices of the St. Paul Lady Zionist So¬ 
ciety and aroused great enthusiasm in her audience, which 
was composed of Gentiles as well as of Jews. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Zionist Conference in Canobie Lake. 

Canobie Lake —The third annual conference of the Zion¬ 
ist Council of Northern Massachusetts and Southern New 
Hampshire, was held in this city on Sunday, June nth, at 
Canobie Lake Hotel. The conference was attended by a 
large number of delegates and guests and lasted from 1 p. m. 
until late in the evening. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Rabbi Eckstein On Zionism. 

Hoboken —Rabbi Moses Eckstein of the Temple Adath 
Emunah, of this city, recently spoke on “Why a Jew Should 
be a Zionist?” Rabbi Eckstein urged that the Jewish mission 
was best served with the preservation of the Jewish nation 
and that Jewish nationality could only be maintained through 
the existence of a national home in Palestine, around which 
were centered the holiest Jewish aspirations. Rabbi Eckstein 
also explained in detail the various activities of the Zionist 
movement and urged his hearers to lend their support. The 
address created a deep impression. 

* * * 

Conference of New Jersey Zionist Organizations. 

Newark —A conference of the Zionists of the state of New 
Jersey will be held in this ctiy on Sunday, June 25th, in the 
Bnai Abraham Synagogue, on High Street and 13th Avenue. 
The conference will organize a New Jersey State Zion As¬ 
sociation on lines similar to the various state associations 
formed by the Zionist organization during the past year. 

After the conference, there will be a mass-meeting on 
Sunday evening, which will be addressed by prominent Zion¬ 
ist speakers and in addition, by Rabbi Julius Silberfcld. Rabbi 
Chas. I. Hoffman and Philip J. Schotland. The chairman of 
the afternoon will be Mr. Leon Kohn of this city. Over 23 
cities in New Jersey which will participate in the convention. 
* * * 

Hadassah in New Brunswick. 

New Brunswick —Mr. Richard Gottheil recently visited 
this city and addressed a group of young women who are 
forming a Hadassah chapter. 


NEW YORK. 

Quarterly Meeting of the Zionist Council. 

New York —The first quarterly meeting of the Zionist 
Council of this city for the year 1916, was held in Stuyvesant 
Casino, 142 Second Avenue, on Monday evening. May 31st. 
There was a large attendance of both delegates and visitors. 

The Chairman of the Council, Mr. Morris Rothenberg, 
who presided, enumerated the activities of the Council during 
the new administration and recounted the difficulties under 
which the Council had to labor, its insufficient funds and its 
lack of clerical assistance. Among the activities of the Coun¬ 
cil enumerated by the Chairman are the forming of a Speak¬ 
ers’ Bureau to furnish Zionist organizations of this city with 
speakers for mass-meetings or lectures: the establishment of 
a calendar of all entertainments, mass-meetings or other 
large events undertaken by Zionist organizations, with a view 
to aiding Zionist bodies to ascertain available dates for hold¬ 
ing affairs, etc. 

In the work of enlisting shekel payers a campaign was un¬ 
dertaken from March 19th to May 31st. A shekel week was 
arranged from April 20th to April 30th which was preceded 
by a large mass meeting in Cooper Union. The Council has 
also sent committees to visit lodges who at their conventions 
passed resolutions endorsing the Zionist platform and an ef¬ 
fort was made to enlist their members as shekel payers. 

The next important work that the Council undertook was 
the carrying on of the National Fund Flower Day. Over 
six thousand dollars has been collected in this city, about 
three times as much as the previous year. 

Among the tasks undertaken by the Council is the issuing 
and distribution of Zionist literature in Yiddish and English, 
a campaign of open-air meetings throughout the summer and 
the carrying on of general Zionist propaganda in quarters 
where Zionism has not yet reached. • 

A mass meeting in honor of the arrival of Dr. Mossinsohn, 
Dr. Motzkin and Mr. Gluskin was also arranged by the Coun¬ 
cil jointly with the Federation of American Zionists at Cooper 
Union. 

The meeting was closed by an appeal of the Chairman to 
the delegates to support the Executive Board of the Council 
in its work and to urge their organizations to give the Coun¬ 
cil greater co-operation and support so that it may become 
an instrument of great influence in spreading Zionist ideals 
in this city. 

* * * 

Collegiate Zionists Elects New Officers. 

The Collegiate Zionist League held its last meeting of the 
season on Sunday, May 28th, at the home of the University 
Zionist Society of West 45th Street. The meeting was well 
attended, and various Jewish and Zionistic problems were 
discussed. 

Tt was decided to tender a reception on Tune rSth to the 
seniors graduating from C. C. N. Y., Hunter, N. Y. U., Colum- 
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bia and Barnard as well as from the out of town colleges, 
in order to stimulate their interest in Jewish affairs in gen¬ 
eral, and Zionism in particular. It was also announced that 
the C. Z. L. will celebrate its tenth anniversary on Novem¬ 
ber 23th, by means of a banquet and ball, at which a number 
of prominent persons, many of whom have addressed the 
League in the past, will be present. 

Election of new officers and of delegates to the conven¬ 
tion of the Federation of American Zionists, then took place. 
The following were elected: President, Joseph I. Davidman; 
Vice-President, Isaac Rosengartcn; Rec. Secretary, Louis E. 
Berman, Fin. Secretary, Miss Tillie Hofstadter, Treasurer, 
Dr. S. T. H. Hurwitz, Chairman Propaganda Committee, Dr. 
Samuel Gross; Chairman Palestine Committee, Maximilian 
Winkler; Chairman Social Committee, Miss Libbey Neuman. 
Delegates to the convention —Mr. Joseph I. Davidman, Miss 
Anna R. Abramson, Mr. Louis E. Berman. Alternates —Miss 
Thamar Hirschenson, Dr. S. T. H. Hurwitz, Mr. Isidore 
Blum. 

* * * 

Zionist Association Inscribes Justice Brandeis in The Golden 
Book. 

Mr. R. Lewin-Epstein, secretary of the Zionist Associa¬ 
tion of this city, reports that the association inscribed the 
name of Justice Brandeis in the Golden Book in honor of 
his election to the Supreme Court of the United States. He 
further reports that the Association forwarded during the 
month of May $100.00 to the Jewish National Fund Bureau, 
including the $50.00 for the inscription of Justice Brandeis, 
and $145.00 to the Emergency Fund, $45.00 being a donation 
from Mr. Henry Simon, a member of the Association, who 
recently arrived from Berlin. 

* * » 

Hadassah Flower Day Meeting. 

An open meeting in celebration of Flower Day was held 
on Sunday evening, May 21st, by the local chapter of Hadas¬ 
sah, at Temple Israel of Harlem. Members and guests were 
invited to bring with them to the meeting their old gold and 
silver for the Tip the Scale Fund. They warmly responded. 
Mr. I .M. Medvcdieff sang national songs, Mr. Louis Lipsky 
read English adaptations of Yiddish fiction and Mr. Bernard 
A. Rosenblatt spoke on the National Fund. The income to 
the National Fund was $120.14. 

At the preliminary meeting, preceding the celebration, the 
following members were appointed as delegates to the Con¬ 
ventions, Federation of American Zionists and Hadassah to be 
held in Philadelphia, July 2, 3, 4 and 5th: Miss Henrietta Szold, 
Mrs. J. C. Guggenheimcr, Mrs. Richard Gottheil, Miss Flora 
Cohen, Miss Jessie E. Samptcr, Miss Alice Seligberg, Mrs. I. 
S. Danziger, Miss Rose Jaine, Mrs. B. A. Rosenblatt, Mrs. 
Jacob Kohn, Miss Sophia Berger, Miss Eva Leon, Mrs. Jacob 
Sobel. The alternates are: Miss Dora Askowith, Mrs. Henry 
Duschnes, Miss Margaret Gluck. Miss Lillian Leonson. Miss 
Rachel Natclson, Miss Babette Reinhardt, Miss Miriam Rein¬ 
hardt, Mrs. Katherine H. Scherman, Miss Rosalie Schwarz, 
Miss Nellie Strauss, Dr. R. W. Straus, Mrs. Emil Weinheim, 
Mrs. I. Adlerbloom. 

* * * 

New York Emergency Fund Day on July Twenty-Third. 

Mr. Charles A. Cowen, chairman of the Emergency Fund 
Committee for Greater New York, reports that at a confer¬ 
ence held on Monday evening, June 5th, attended by repre¬ 
sentatives of various societies affiliated with the Federation 
of American Zionists, the Poalc-Zion, the Mizrachi and the 
Zionist Council of Greater New York, it was decided to set 
aside Sunday, July 23rd, as Zionist Emergency Fund Day for 
Greater New York. Arrangements are being made to make 
it a notable event in the history of the movement, and a 
general demonstration for Zionism. 

* * * 

Zionists Open New Home. 

The new home of the University Zionist Society of this 
city was recently opened to its members, at 7 West Forty- 
fifth Street, and a meeting was held to which the members 
of the Collegiate Zionist League, were invited. The presi¬ 
dent, Eugene Meyer, Jr., presided, and several addresses were 
made, including one by Professor Richard Gottheil. 

Louis D. Brandeis, who was to have spoken, wired that 
he could not possibly arrive on time and his place was taken 
by Professor Israel Fricdlander, of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. 

The society was formed last year and has already about 
seventy-five members. Among its Board of Governors are 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. J. L. Magnes, Dr. D. De Sola Pool, 
Israel N. Thurman, Henry Hurwitz, Maurice Wertheim, 
Laurence A. Steinhardt and Isidore Blum. 


$800 Raised for Emergency Fund at “Zionist Evening.” 

On Sunday evening. May 14th a “Zionist evening" was 
held at Wadlcigh High School, 115th Street and Seventh 
Avenue, under the auspices of the Harlem Emergency Fund 
Committee. The speakers were the Rev. Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise, Mr. Charles A. Cowen, chairman of the Emergency 
Fund Committee, Mrs. Richard Gottheil, Rabbi Meyer Berlin 
and Dr. Nachum Syrkin. A recitation from Zangwill was 
given by Mrs. Carolina Grienficld, and Mr. Morris Rosenfeld 
read some of his National Poems. Dr. Henry Keller pre¬ 
sided. Dr. Wise, in making his appeal for the Emergency 
Fund, repudiated the charges made against the Zionist Move¬ 
ment as being un-American and said that the charge was 
“utterly untrue.” Dr. Wise then referred to Mr. Brandeis, 
as a true American, a leader of the Zionist movement and one 
of the noblest sons of our people. In response to his appeal, 
$800.00 was raised for the Emergency Fund. 

* * * 

Assistant District Attorney Organizes Zionist League. 

Assitant District Attorney Samuel Markowitch is organ¬ 
izing a Zionist League to be composed of practicing Jewish 
lawyers in this city. Already about 50 men have enrolled. 
The first meeting of the League will be held shortly. 

* * * 

Mr. Isaac Carmel in New York. 

Mr. Isaac Carmel has just returned to this city from a 
tour in Massachusetts State, where he visited practically 
every city that has a Jewish community. He instilled new 
life into the existing camps and organized two new ones: 
Sholom Aleichem Camp, Brockton and Bialik Zion Camp, 
Cambridge. Mr. Carmel is now ready to accept speaking 
engagements in this city and in the suburban towns. 

« * * 

Sons and Daughters of Zion Give Educational Lectures. 

Albany —The first of a series of lectures, under the aus¬ 
pices of the Sons and Daughters of Zion of this city, was re¬ 
cently held here at the Hebrew Educational Institute. The 
speaker of the meeting was Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt, who 
spoke on "The Lessons From the Present World Struggle.” 
This is an attempt to revive Zionism in this city which has 
lately become dormant. 

* * * 

Youths of Zion Holds Declamation Contest. 

Brooklyn —The Youths of Zion will hold a declamation 
contest on Saturday evening, June 24th, at Public School 168. 
About ten clubs will be represented. Four medals will be 
awarded. A silver loving cup will be presented to the most 
popular club. At a recent meeting the following officers 
were elected: Abraham E. Kahn, President; Herman L. Bel- 
ler, Vice-President; Leonard Katz, Rec. Secretary; Saul Sala- 
toroff. Financial Secretary. Young men (16-18) desiring to 
join this club will kindly communcate with the Secretary, 
54 Reid Avenue, Brooklyn. 

* * * 

Mr. Louis Lipsky Discusses Zionist Problem. 

Brownsville —Mr. Louis Lipsky, chairman of the Federa¬ 
tion of American Zionists, addressed a meeting on Sunday 
evening, May 28th, under the auspices of the Degel Zion So¬ 
ciety. Mr. Lipsky discussed the problems to be considered 
at the Philadelphia convention. 

* * * 

Greenpoint —Mr. Charles A. Cowen, Mr. Abram Goldberg 
and Mr. Robert D. Kesselman, addressed a meeting here on 
Sunday evening. May 28th. The audience responded en¬ 
thusiastically to the appeal for the Emergency Fund. 

* * * 

Mr. Louis Lipsky in Schenectady. 

Schenectady —The last of a series of educational lectures 
arranged by the Moriah Zionist Society of this city was held 
Thursday evening, June 8th. The speaker of the evening was 
Mr. Louis Lipsky. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

Madam Pevsner Organizes New Society. 

Durham —-Miss F. Esther Cohen, of this city, writes that 
Madam Pevsner visited the city in the early part of the 
month of May and organized the B'nai and B’noth Zion, with 
86 members. Durham has the largest Jewish community in 
the state, hut has not had a Zionist society. The new society 
intends affiliating at once with the Federation. 


OHIO. 

Rabbi Margolis in Akron. 

Akron —On May 10th, Rabbi Margolis, president of the 
Ohio Zionist State Organization, and Mr. Friedman addressed 
a mass meeting in this city under the auspices of the Mac 
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cabaean Club. As a result of this meeting about fifty dollars 
was raised in cash and $73.50 monthly pledges were made 
to the Emergency Fund. 

* * * 

Ohio State Organization. 

Cleveland —Sunday evening, June 4th, the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the State Organization met in this city. Those 
present were: Rabbi S. Margolis, this city; Helman Rosen¬ 
thal of Columbus; A. Altshuler of Youngstown; Morris Fried¬ 
man, this city; Abraham Friedman of Cincinnati; Mrs. S. P. 
Burstein, Mrs. A. Kaminitzky of Youngstown; Mrs. I. J. 
Bisking, Morris A. Epstein of Columbus; Sam Salz, A. Cher- 
toff, and Simon H. Shebs of Akron. 

The Executive Committee decided that July 2nd should 
be Emergency Fund Day throughout the entire State of 
Ohio, and proper steps should be taken to make the effort a 
state-wide success. 

The following were appointed to serve as the Committee 
on Organization: Helman Rosenthal of Columbus, Dr. E. I. 
Fogel of Cincinnati, Morris A. Epstein of Toledo, O. A. Alt¬ 
shuler of Youngstown and A. Chertoff of Cleveland. The 
following were appointed as a Committee to take charge of 
Organizing Young Judaea: Mrs. A. Kaminitzky of 

Youngstown, Aaron L. Richmong of Columbus, S. N. Shebs 
of Akron, Miss Esther Tannenbaum of Cincinnati, Mrs. Oscar 
Margolis, Dayton, and Mrs. J. K. Zwick of Cleveland. 

The following telegram was sent to Hon. Louis D. Bran- 
deis of Boston: "The Ohio State Zionist Organization 
through its Executive Committee in session in Cleveland, to¬ 
day, congratulates you most heartily on your conformation 
to the Supreme Court Bench. We believe it is a brilliant 
triumph for the Jews of America who recognize you as their 
leader, and for the people of America whose rights you have 
always unselfishly championed.” 

* * * 

Dr. Levin in Youngstown. 

Youngstown —On Monday evening, May 29th, a large mass 
meeting was held here at Temple Emanu-el, under the aus¬ 
pices of the Ohio State Zionist Organization. The meeting 
was addressed by Dr. Schmarya Levin and Rabbi S. Mar¬ 
golis. As a result of their appeal, $250.00 was raised for the 
Emergency Fund. 

* * * 

Miss Eva Leon Addresses Youngstown Hadassah 

Miss Eva Leon was the guest of the local Chapter of 
Hadassah recently. She addressed an open meeting of the 
organization and, as a result, twenty-five new members en¬ 
rolled. The Youngstown Chapter is but one year old and it 
already numbers a membership of over one hundred. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Society for the Advancement of Zionism. 

The new movement launched very recently to propagate 
Zionism throughout western Pennsylvania and its contiguous 
territory has been put on a firm basis. A pamphlet, contain¬ 
ing a picture and a short biography of each of the men who 
will be available as speakers, will be sent to all Jewish organ¬ 
izations in the various districts . 

The officers of the new organization, which will be known 
as the Society for the Advancement of Zionism in Western 
Pennsylvania, are as follows: President, Allan Davis; Vice- 
President, Sol. Schein; Secretary-treasurer, A. R. Wolk. The 
Executive Committee consists of the officers and L. M. Bro- 
die and G. D. Weinstein. 

* * * 

I. Kahanowitz Remits 206 Shekolim. 

Greensburg—Mr. I. Kahanowitz, of this city, one of our 
most active Western Pennsylvania Zionists, remitted this 
month for 206 shekolim collected in this city and towns in 
the vicinity visited by him. This is double the amount col¬ 
lected last year, and represents the efforts of one man. 

* * * 

Dr. Schmarya Levin in Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh—Dr. Schmarya Levin recently addressed a 
large mass meeting in this city under the auspices of the 
Zionist Council. The meeting was attended by over one 
thousand people. As a result $400 was raised for the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Hadassah Gathers Cloth for the Needy in Palestine. 

Providence —At a meeting of the local chapter of Hadas¬ 
sah. held May 21st, a campaign was inaugurated to collect 
cloth and supplies for the sewing circle of Hadassah. From 
the cloth garments will be made for the needy in Palestine. 
Mrs. L. Linder is chairman of the committee. 


TENNESSEE. 

Miss Annie M. Garfinkle Elected Delegate to the Convention. 

Nashville —At a recent meeting of the B’nei Zion Society, 
Miss Annie M. Garfinkle was elected delegate to the nine¬ 
teenth annual convention of the Federation of American Zion¬ 
ists to be held in Philadelphia. The collection for the Na¬ 
tional Fund on Flower Day was very successful this year, in 
spite of the heavy rainfall that lasted a whole day. The in¬ 
come exceeds all previous years. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia State Association. 

The first annual convention of the Virginia Zionist Asso¬ 
ciation was held in Norfolk on Sunday, June nth, with an 
attendance of forty-six delegates, and a large number of 
visitors from many cities in the state. Rabbi Louis Gold¬ 
berg, of Norfolk, president of the Association, was chair¬ 
man of the convention. A comprehensive review of the As¬ 
sociation’s activities was given by Mrs. David Blaustein, sec¬ 
retary. At the first session, Mr, Louis Lipsky spoke on the 
importance of redoubling Zionist activity at this time. After 
the disposal of state business, the recognition of two new 
societies, one in Richmond and one in Portsmouth, Mr. Lip- 
sky described the work of the Provisional Committee. The 
convention then adopted a resolution pledging itself to raise 
$25,000.00 in Virginia during the coming year. A plan was 
adopted for the work of a field secretary, whose business it 
will be to visit the societies in the state at frequent intervals. 
The old officers were elected with the addition of Rabbi J. 
Spiers of Newport News as one of the vice-presidents. Mr. 
J. Saks spoke effectively on the death of Mr. Kandell, one 
of the best workers in Norfolk. The convention adjourned 
at about seven o’clock, when a mass meeting was held in the 
synagogue of Rabbi Goldberg. The speakers there were 
Rabbi Goldberg, Rabbi Shapiro, Rabbi Spiers and Mr. Lipsky. 


New Society Holds Mass Meeting. 

Richmond—On Monday evening, June 12th, the new Rich¬ 
mond Zionist society held a mass meeting in one of the 
large synagogues which was addressed by George Benedict, 
Jacob Saks and Louis Lipsky. Eleven new members were 
enrolled. Mr. Lipsky spoke on recent events in Jewish life 
in America and described the organization of the anti-na¬ 
tionalist forces. He also defended the Yiddish press against 
the charges recently made against it in New York. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 

New Zionist Society Organized in Charleston. 

Charleston—The Press Committee of the Sons and Daugh¬ 
ters of Zion writes as follows: In response to the demand 
of several enthusiastic Zionists of our community we have 
recently organized a Zionist organization called “The Sons 
and Daughters of Zion.” Our work is becoming intensely 
interesting due to the never-ceasing energy and ability of 
the organizer of our society. Dr. David Stern. Although our 
orgnaization is very young, we have already affiliated with 
the Federation of American Zionists. 

The following are the officers of our organization: Mr. 
H. Galperin, President: Miss Ella Lebow. Vice-President; 
Mr. Adolph Achwartz, Treasurer; Miss Mildred Cohen. Sec¬ 
retary. The officers, with the help and inspiration of Dr. 
Stern, aim and hope to be a valuable asset to Zionism and 
Judaism. The Charleston people have responded eagerly to 
the Zionistic call. 


WISCONSIN. 

Zionist State League Holds Semi-Annual Convention. 
Appletoiv —The Wisconsin Zionist State League held its 
semi-annual conference in this city, Sunday, May 21st. The 
reports rendered at the conference showed marked progress. 
Wisconsin now has eighteen Zionist societies, fourteen of 
which were represented at the conference. 

The conference was attended by about two hundred and 
fifty delegates and guests, and addresses were made by Dr. 
H. M. Kalian, Judge Hugo Pam and Mr. Max Shulman. 


CANADA. 

Mr. Raskin in Toronto. 

Toronto—A series of meetings was recently held here 
under the auspices of the Zionist Council of this city. The 
meetings were addressed by Mr. P. M. Raskin, who is now 
touring the dominion in the interest of the Emergency Fund. 
Everywhere the speaker aroused great enthusiasm and the 
audience warmly responded to his appeal for the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. 


Digitized by GOO^lC 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS Al 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACCABAEAN FOR JUNE 


157 


YOUNG JUDAEA ACTIVITIES 


Young Judaea Leaders’ Association of Greater New York. 

In connection with the Young Judaea preliminary con¬ 
vention in New York City, the Young Judaea Leaders' As¬ 
sociation will hold a session at which the leaders of the 
Young Judaea clubs in the different boroughs will be present, 
and also students who are interested in Young Judaea work. 
This session will be held on Saturday evening, June 24, at the 
Central Jewish Institute, 125 East 85th Street. 

At 'the annual meeting of the association the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, Mr. 
Isaac Rosengarten; Vice-President, Mr. Karl E. Seidenberg; 
Recording Secretary, Miss Fannie Ratkowsky; Financial Sec¬ 
retary, Mr. Eliahu S. Hurwitz; Treasurer, Miss Frieda Nagel- 
berg; Chairman of the Cultural Committee, Mr. Max Kadu- 
• shin; Chairman of the Membership Committee, Miss Frieda 
A. Goldin; Chairman of the Social Committee, Mrs. David 
Schneebcrg. One of the features of the meeting was the 
joint singing of Hebrew melodies by the members. 

Convention of Sullivan County Young Judaeans. 

The Young Judaea clubs of Sullivan and Ulster Counties, 
N. Y., held their first annual convention and rally at Cen- 
treville, on Sunday, May 28th. One hundred and fifty dele¬ 
gates and members attended from Ccntreville. Mountaindale, 
Monticello, Fallsburgh, Liberty and Ellenville. 

The Convention was opened in the morning with a parade 
of the members to the Convention Hall. The morning ses¬ 
sion was devoted to reports from the clubs and a statement 
of the progress and possibilities of the movement from the 
various local leaders. Mr. D. Schneeberg attended as repre¬ 
sentative of Young Judaea and addressed the Convention on 
the advances made by the movement throughout the coun¬ 
try during the year and congratulated the local workers on 
the growth of the movement in the country in one year from 
two clubs to twelve groups. Among the resolutions adopted 
was one recommending that the Young Judaean be secured 
' by each of the affiliated clubs for every member. 

A constitution was adopted uniting the clubs of both 
counties into a Young Judaea Council; the policy and plans 
of the council for the ensuing year were also decided upon. 

The afternoon was devoted to an athletic meeting in which 
races were held for both the boys and the girls. The Monti¬ 
cello Zion Circle was victorious in scoring the largest num 
her of points in these events. 

The evening was devoted to a reception and entertain¬ 
ment at which a luncheon was served to the visitors, various 
members offering musical numbers and recitations and the 
leaders delivering short addresses. 

The election of officers for the council for the ensuing 
year resulted as follows: President. Mr. Morris Benjamin, 
Ccntreville Station; Vice-President, Mrs. I. D. Wolf, Ccntre¬ 
ville Station; Secretary, Mr. Max Rerkowsky, Monticello; 
and Treasurer, Mr. Bernard Oklan, So. Fallsburgh. 

Flower Day Collections. 

Young Judaea participated actively in the observance of 
blower Day. on Sunday, May 21st. The total collection from 
Young Judaea clubs in New York and throughout the conn 
try will total beyond $2,500. 

In New York City $1,650 was collected, being twice the 
amount collected the previous year. The Young Zionist Or¬ 
ganization of Brooklvn as in former years again leads the 
list with a total of $413.95 and will be awarded the Olive 
Grove Certificate (100 trees! offered bv Young Judaea to 
the district organization in New York City making the larg¬ 
est collection. 

The total for the various districts is as follows: Young 
Zionists’ Organization of Broklyn, $413.05; Young Judaea 
Clubs of Brownsville. $311.50; Young Judaea Council of 
Upper Manhattan. $214.30; Young Judaea Council of Lower 
Manhattan. $217.35; Kadimah Organization of Williamsburg. 
$173.50: Young Judaea Council of the Bronx. $155.05: Young 
Judaea Clubs of Lower West Side. $84.63; Borough Park- 
Young Judaea Clubs, $63.31: Total. $1,646.36. 

The cltihs in each district securing the highest total for 
which they have been awarded a dunam of land certificates 
are as follows: 

Bronx, Amunai Zion Club, $38.65; Harlem. The Inter- 
High School Zionists League, $82.75: Lower Manhattan, 


Guards of Zion, $51.17; Lower West Side, Blue Bird Zionists, 
$64.01; Williamsburg, Junior Huldah Club, $102.44; Brooklyn, 
Young Zionists’ Club, $101.81; Brownsville, Stars of Zion, 
$94.14; Borough Park, Young Judaeans, $47.39. 

The following out-of-town clubs have reported to Young 
Judaea as follows: Young Judaean club of Bridgeport, 
$182.29; Chelsea, Mass., $101.51; Daughters of Zion, Allen¬ 
town, Pa., $59.04; Deborah Zion, Syracuse, N. Y„ $54.00; 
Young Judaeans of Woodbine, N. J., $31.57; Jr. Congregation 
of Glen Cove, L. I., $25.35; Young Judaeans of Jacksonville, 
Fla., $22.33; Young Maccabaeans of Bangor, Me., $12.00; 
Youths of Zion. Old Forge, Pa., $ro.oo; Young Peoples’ He¬ 
brew Assn., Massillon, O., $2.50; Young Judaea Club of Port¬ 
land, Me., $25.00; Young Judaea Club of Kingston. N. Y., 
$6.00; Young Judaeans, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., $26.00; Mcnorah 
Club, Burlington, N. Y., $12.00; Jr. Y. M. II. A., Pittston, Pa., 
$ 7 - 30 . 

Shebuoth Celebration. 

The Young Judaea Council of the Bronx, held a large 
entertainment on Sunday afternoon, June 4th, at the Hunts 
Point Palace, 163rd Street and Southern Boulevard. Dr. D. 
de Sola Pool, the President of Young Judaea was the speaker 
on this occasion. A Zionist play, "The Dream of Bath 
Zion” was presented by a group of young people. The In¬ 
dependent Altneuland Girls presented a scries of Jewish 
Tableaux and in addition there were musical numbers and 
declamations. Two thousand members and friends of Young 
Judaea in the Bronx utilized this occasion to meet Dr. Pool 
and tender him a reception on behalf of the Bronx Organ¬ 
ization. 

* * * 

The Young Judaea clubs of Brownsville held a Shebuoth 
gathering on Sunday evening, June nth, at the Labor Ly¬ 
ceum, 229 Sackman Street. Two plays were presented, one 
“Thci Judgment of Solomon,” in English and the other 
“Boshana,” in Yiddish. The proceeds of the gathering will 
be devoted for the opening of a Volkschule at the headquar¬ 
ters, 130 Liberty Avenue. 

Convention in New York. 

The Young Judaea clubs and local councils of Greater 
New York will hold their annual district convention on Sun¬ 
day, June 25th, in Low'er Manhattan. Every affiliated club 
is entitled to two delegates and a leader. The morning ses¬ 
sion will be devoted to reports from district organizations 
and from the officers of Young Judaea. In the afternoon, 
resolutions will be presented and adopted for presentation 
to the National Convention at Long Branch. Resolutions 
bearing upon New York activity and organization will be pre¬ 
sented as the second part of the afternoon's program to be 
concluded with the presentation of a constitution and elec¬ 
tion of officers for the Young Judaea organization of Greater 
New York. The evening will be devoted to a rally and a 
prize speaking contest in which each of the eight districts 
of the city will be entitled to enter one contestant. 

National Convention at Long Branch. 

Reports of the election of delegates that have already 
been received, indicate a large delegation of Young Judaeans, 
will journey to Long Branch, N. J., for the eighth annual 
convention, July 8 to 70th; 200 delegates are expected to at¬ 
tend the regular sessions and an additional large number of 
visitors front New York and New Jersey at the Sunday ses¬ 
sion. 

Saturday will be devoted to special services in the local 
synagogues; Saturday evening a reception will be tendered to 
the visiting delegates by the Long Branch Young Judaea Club. 
The business session of the convention will open on Sunday 
morning at the Scarborough Hotel and continue throughout 
the day and on Monday. Monday evening a large mass meet¬ 
ing will be held, with Prof. Israel Friedlander and Dr Ben 
Zion Mossensohn, as the principal speakers and Dr. D d- 
Sola Pool, the president of Young Judaea as chairman. The 
convention will be closed on Monday evening with a ban¬ 
quet. Two of the features of the convention will be the an¬ 
nual exhibition of the work of Young Judaeans and the an¬ 
nouncement of the awards for the annual prize essay contest. 
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New London and Norwich. 

Mr. David Schnecberg visited New London and Nor¬ 
wich on Sunday last and addressed gatherings of the local 
members and friends at both places. The afternoon gather¬ 
ing was held at New London and was presided over by Miss 
Elizabeth Cherkasky, the leader of the Daughters of Israal. 
There were also present at the meeting Miss Dora Brodsky 
and Miss Ida Snitkin, leaders of the Young Judaea Girls’ 
Club. As a result of the meeting a boys’ club was organized 
to be led by Miss Gordon, formerly of Holyoke, Mass. Be¬ 
sides various numbers offered by the members of the local 
clubs an address on the life of Sholotn Aleichem was delivered 
by Dr. Leon Kopelowich. 

The meeting at Norwich was presided over by Rabbi T. 
Silver. Mr. Charles Gordon was present as the representative 
of the local camp and Mr. Herman Alofsin, as the scout¬ 
master of the local Boys' Scouts. The group decided to af¬ 
filiate with Young Judaea. A club of younger boys and two 
other clubs of girls were organized. It is proposed in the 
fall to unite the clubs of Norwich, New London and Rhode 
Island into a district council. 

Hebrew Performance. 

The Dr. Herzl Zion Club, which was organized twelve 
years ago immediately after the death of Dr. Theodore Herzl. 
for the purpose of aiding in Zionist work and promoting the 
stud}’ of the Hebrew language, will hold its eleventh annual 
Hebrew performance on Thursday, June IS, 1916, in the 


Strauss Auditorium of the Educational Alliance. The He¬ 
brew play, '‘David and Goliath” written by the late Abraham 
Goldfaden, expressly for the Dr. Herzl Zion Club, will be 
staged. In view of the fact that the Zionist institutions in 
Palestine are in great need on account of the war, the mem¬ 
bers have decided to donate all the profits to the Emergency 
Fund. 

Omaha Council. 

A conference was called at Omaha, Neb., by Mr. Noah 
Kahn on May 7th, at which the following clubs were repre¬ 
sented: Flowers of Zion, Jr. Menorah Society, Young Judaea, 
Jr. Club, Hatikwah Society, Young Israel Society, Emma 
Lazarus Zion Society and Daughters o_f Israel. It was de¬ 
cided to unite and enlist the affiliation of other Jewish clubs 
of the city with the aim of spreading and strengthening the 
Young Judaea movement in Omaha. 

Baltimore, Md. 

The Sons of Zion, of Baltimore, at their last weekly meet¬ 
ing elected the following officers: Joseph Hurwitz, Presi¬ 
dent: Sam Staiman, Vice-President; Sam Goldstein, Secre¬ 
tary; Israel Shomer, Treasurer; Sam Sezzin, Sargeant-at- 
arnts. A few members of the Young Judaea Council of Bal¬ 
timore were present; Mr. Rodman, vice-president of the 
Council of Baltimore was appointed chairman of the even¬ 
ing. Joseph Hurwitz, Sam Staiman, Sam Goldstein, Israel 
Shomer and Sam Sezzin delivered interesting speeches, and 
Mr. Blumbcrg and Mr. Lasinsky offered a few duets on the 
violin. Refreshments were served as the closing number. 


Where Does the Kehillah Stand ? 

(Continued from Page 145) 


wish which gives evidence that they possess 
wills of their own? Is this the “type” of the “educa¬ 
tion” which the leaders so benevolently offer to the 
Jewish masses? The Kehillah’s “representative” on 
the American Jewish Committe have on various oc¬ 
casions since declared themselves unalterably opposed 
to the holding of a Jewish Congress, in spite of the 
contrary instructions they received. One of these has 
even gone so far as to brand as traitors to America 
“all those who were participating in the movement.” 
Perhaps the delegates never really expected that these 
men would consent to receive instructions from those 
whom they pretended to represent. But the Kehillah 


itself, as the central Jewish organization of New York, 
where does it stand? How will it face its representa¬ 
tives at the subsequent conventions? 

A year ago the tide appeared in the affairs of the 
Kehillah, but it was not taken at the flood. An issue 
at last arose which had qualities of being able to unite 
the Jews of New York and raise the Kehillah to the 
level of its high claims. Subserviency to the wishes 
of a powerful few has led the Kehillah to nullify the 
wishes of its constituents. 

What place does that organization now occupy in 
the life and problems of New York Jewry? 
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Book of Pain-Struggle, The. By Hyman Segal. A 
prophetic story in verse in which the fulfillment of 
Zionism is vindicated as proving the efficacy of 
human pain and struggle.$ .50 


Course In Zionism, A. By Jessie E. Sampter. A book 


of instructions, witli facts, discussions, bibliogra¬ 
phies, etc., suitable for a systematic study of Zion¬ 
ism .35 

Dos Leben Theodore Herzels. By Dr. Friedemann. In 
German. A biography of the great Jewish 
leader, $ . 75 ; Also in Yiddish.50 

In Milchome Zeiten. By Dr. Schmarya Levin. A book 

of studies and speculations on Jewish Problems.... 1.00 

Jews of Russia and Poland, The. By Prof. Israel Fried- 
laender. A review of the history of the Jews of 
Russia and Poland . T.25 


Jewish State, A. By Theodore Herzl, translated by 
Sylvie D’Avigdor. Herzl’s Epoch-making utterance 
outlining his plan for the solution of the Jewish 


question through the creation of a Jewish state. 

Cloth . 1.00 

Recent Jewish Progress in Palestine. By Henrietta 
Szold. An analysis of Jewish progress in Palestine 
since the founding of the first modern school in 

Jerusalem in 1856.25 

Selected Essays. By Abram Goldberg. In Yiddish, de 
luxe edition. A series of essays on various aspects 

of Jewish life and literature. 1.00 

Zionism. By Prof. J. H. Gottheil. The development of 
the Zionist idea from the early period of the “Lovers 

of Zion” to the Zionism of to-day .75 

Zionist Work in Palestine. Edited by Israel Cohen. 
Monographs by various heads of Palestinian activi¬ 
ties covering the problems and accomplishments in 
Palestine. Profusely illustrated.35 
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Where and Whom to Join 

Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, 
together with such information as may be useful to unaffiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organiza¬ 
tions. Organizations desiring to be listed in this directory should communicate with the Managing Editor, 
Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 


ALABAMA. 

Birmingham Tikwath Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; meets every 
third Sunday. Dues $3.00 yearly for men; 
$1 .50 for women. President, S. H. Qrusln ; 
Secretary B. S. Gross. 607 Jeff. Co. Bank 
Bldg. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles —Young Zionists’ Association; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
Secretary, Harry Frara, 1104 East 22ud 
Street. 


CONNECTICUT- 

Hartford —Buel Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; President. S. L. Barra- 
bee; Secretary, S. A. Lieberman, 1216 Main 
Street. 

Youths of Zion: English speaking: upper 
class high school boys; President, Henry 
N. Colins; Secretary. Milton Machamofsky. 
122 Canton Street. 

Daughters of Herzl: English speaking; 
for upper class high school girls; Presi¬ 
dent, R. Schoolnick: Secretary, Lillian 
Cohen, 35 Kennedy Street. 

Sons and Daughters of Herzl: English 
and Yiddish spenkiug; for young men and 
women; President. A. Nevelstein; Assistant 
Secretary, A. Kastinsky, 27 Wooster Street. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington —Louis D. Braudels Society; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a year; Presi¬ 
dent. Julius Peyser: Secretary, Lawrence 
Koenigsberger, Southern Bldg. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago —Kadlmob Society; English 
speaking; for men only; meets twice a 
month. Dues, $3.00 a year; President, Max 
Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4034 
Forestville Avenue. 

nadassah : English speaking, for women ; 
Secretary, Miss Mary Silverman, 055 W. 
Taylor Street. 

Zerubovel Gate; English speaking; for 
young inen and women; meets twice a 
month at the Jewish Educational Alliance 
Bldg., 1243 N. Wood Street ;dues, $3.00 per 
year: Edward H. Harris, president: Sarah 
V. Jacobson, secretary, 1410 Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville —Louisville Zion Society ; Eng¬ 
lish speaking; for men and women; Secre 
tary. Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans —Ohavei Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pallet, 1707 Baronne Street. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore —Hadassah ; English speaking: 
for women; meets monthly: dues, $3.00 
yearly; associate members. $2.00; Secretary, 
Mrs. Louis H. Levin, 2104 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hatcbiah Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1210 E. Baltimore Street, 
Room 3; President H. London; Secretary, 
H. Wolpert, 428 Asquith Street. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston —Hadassah; English speaking; for 
women; President, Miss Ida Bolonsky: 
Secretary, Rebecca Can man, 100 Harvard 
Street, Dorchester. 

Zionist Bureau for New England; 101 
Devonshire Street; Chairman, Jacob de 
Haas. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas City—Tlphereth Zion Association ; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly; dues, 25 cents per month; 
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President, Mark A Hutterer; Secretary, 
ltahhi Samuel M. Cohen. 

St. Louis—Maccabaean Society; English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
meets every other Tuesday; dues. 5 cents 
a week; President, David Bernstein: Sec¬ 
retary, Morris B. Sellgsohn, 5658 Ethzel 
Avenue. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Newark —Hadassah; English speaking; 
for women only; meets monthly; dues, 
$3.00 annually; President. Miss Sarah 
Kussy; Secretary, Miss Kay Abeles. 170 
Peshine Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp; English nnd 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
dues $1.50 quarterly; meets twdce a mouth; 
President. Louis A. Fast; Secretary, A. 
Slutzky, (5SS S. Grove Street, Irvington. 

■The Theo. Herzl Zion Society: meets at 
Fein berg’s Hall, Prince and Helney Streets, 
twice a month; dues 25c monthly; Presi¬ 
dent, Philip Mendelsohn: Secretary, Harry 
Weiss, 100 Monmouth Street. 

Jersey City—Mlzpeh Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
dues. $4.00 yearly; meets twice a month; 
President, I. Segal; Secretary, H. G. Miller. 
453 Palisade Avenue. 


NEW YORK. 

Bronx—Zion Club “Hnshnchnr;” English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
Club rooms 1258 Boston Road; open daily 
from 7 P. M. to It P. M.; President. Eze¬ 
kiel Rubinovvitz; Secretary, M. Weisgal, 280 
Brook Avenue. 

Straus Zion Society: English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only: meets every 2nd 
and 4th Saturday, at 75-70 E. 116th Street; 
President. H. Friedman; Secretary, I). Mln- 
chenburg, 061 E. 173rd Street. 

Bar-Cochba Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of the month at the Hunts Point 
Palace. 963 So. Boulevard: President, H. 
Kahn; Secretary, S. Spiro, 1145 Fox Street. 

Maccabaean Zion Association; English 
speaking: for men nnd women: meets every 
second Sunday at the Bronx House; Presi¬ 
dent. M. Kadushin; Secretary, Naomi Fisch. 
1570 Bathgate Avenue. 

Tlphereth Zion Club; English speaking: 
for men nnd women; meets 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of the month at the Bronx \\ M. 
II. A.: President, Samuel Stockier; Secre¬ 
tary. .T. Landsman, 1380 Prospect Avenue. 

Brooklyn —Don Abarbnnel Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 
meets every two weeks; dues $7.00 per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secre¬ 
tary, Herman Pnnoff, CIS Eastern Parkway. 

Literary Circle B'noth Zion Kadimah; 
English speaking; for women; meets every 
Thursday evening at 384 Eldridge Street; 
President, Dinah Harris: Secretary. F. 
Lichtman, 1580 Eastern Parkway, Brook- 
yn. N. Y. 

Degel Zion of Brownsville; English nnd 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday night at 234 Sack man 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y .: President, A. 
Spicehandler; Secretary, M. Podolsky, 683 
Snckman Street. 

Ezra Camp; English nnd Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men only: dues, $6.00 nnd Insur¬ 
ance; President, Edward Cahn; Fin. Sec., 
Max Klansner: Secretary, Philip Rosen- 
blurn, 802 Broadway. 

Manhattan —Friends of Zion Camp: Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 
meets twice a month: dues, $6.00 per year; 
President, H. B. Isaacson; Secretary. M. S. 
Banner, 1977 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-IInngarian Zionists and Ladies’ 
Circle; English and Yiddish speaking: 
President; Edward Spiegel: Secretary, N. 
Sonnonscheln, 43 East 3rd Street. 


Collegiate Zionist League; meets at 
Y. M. H. A. Building, Lexington Avenue 
and 92nd Street. Open to college and uni¬ 
versity graduates; President. Joseph I. 
Dnvidmau; Secretary, Miss Tillie Hoff- 
tadter. 

IltMliuiMili; English speaking; for women 
only; meets four times a year (public 
meetings); dues, $3.00 annually; national 
president. Miss Henrietta Szold; 2 Pine- 
liurst Avenue; locnl president, Mrs. Rich¬ 
ards Gottheil. 417 Riverside Drive; Secre¬ 
tary. Miss Flora Cohen, 76 W. 114th Street. 
Conducts a Zionist Training School under 
the leadership of Miss Jessie E. Sampter, 
31 West 110th Street. 

Harlem Zionists; English and Yiddish 
speaking: meets at 10 W. 314th Street: for 
men and women; President, Simon Fein; 
Treasurer, lsadore Baker; Secretary, Miss 
Fahule Sohecter, 70 W. 115th Street. 

Organization Camp; English nnd Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues, $1.50 quarterly; 
meets twice a month; President, Dr. George 
Jeshurnn; Secretary, S. Sobel, 62 McKlbben 
Street. Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land 
purchasing organization; open to all; Presi¬ 
dent. Benard A. Rosenblatt; Secretary, 
Sylvan Robinson, care of Zion Common¬ 
wealth, 44 E. 23rd Street. 

David Wolfson Zion Club; Yiddish speak¬ 
ing: for men and women; meets every 
Saturday evening at Public School 63, 4th 
Street. Room 306; President, Mr. Sheink- 
inaii: Secretary, Mr. Zichlinsky, 282 Broome 
Street. 

Emunath Zion Circle; Yiddish speaking: 
for men and women; meets Sunday at 4 
P. M. f at 125 W. 28th Street; President, 
A. Levlnsky; Secretary, Minnie Steuer, 509 
E. 82nd Street. 

Goldfaden National Dramatic Club; Yid¬ 
dish speaking; for meu and women; meets 
Friday evening at 08 Forsyth Street; Presi¬ 
dent. Paul Miuskoff; Secretary, N. Wein- 
gnrten, 313 E. 13th Street. 

Zion Organization Hateohiyah; Yiddish 
speaking; for men: meets 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 225 E. Broadway; 
President. J. Maltin; Secretary, N. Silver- 
man, 108 E. Houston Street. 

Federation of American Zionists; 44 East 
23rd Street: Chairman, Louis Lipsky. 

Schenectady—Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing: for women: meets twice a month; 
dues $3.00 yearly; Secretary, Miss Annette 
Llfset, 447 Hulett Street. 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati —Cincinnati Zionist Society; 
English and Yiddish speaking: for men 
and women: President, Dr. It. W. Miller; 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine. 3212 Rending 
Road. 

Cleveland —Zion Association ; English 
speaking; for men only: Secretary, Max 
E. Katz, Engineers Building. 

Hadassah: English speaking; for women; 
meets twice a month: President, Mrs. J. 
Bisklnd; Secretary, Miss Itivella Shapiro, 
2304 East 37th Street# 

Judnth Maccabaean Camp: English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men; Secretary, D. 
Carter, 5010 Sowtell Street. 

Columbus—Nordau Zion Society; Eng- 
jish speaking: for men and women; Presi¬ 
dent, Isaac Moll men; Secretary, Hyman 
Lieverman, 540 Elsinore Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown —Tikwath Zion; English 
speaking; for men; President, Mr. Nathan 
Glosser; Secretary, Mr. Albert Pallet. 227% 
Vine Street. 

Philadelphia —Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing: for women; President, Miss Sadye 
Gardrov, 223 Franklin Avenue; Secretary. 
Miss Zulena C. Slootskey, 1647 W. 8th St. 
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Friends of Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues. $2.00 yearly; 
meets weekly; President. Dr. Jacob Ber¬ 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephson. .002 
Mountain Street. 

Moses Hess Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; Secretary, J. Josephson, 
2815 S. 8th Street. 

Pittsburgh —Tipheretb Zion: English 
speaking; for professional and business 
men; dues, $0.00 per annum; President, 
(’lias. I. Cooper. Washington Bank Build¬ 
ing; Treasurer, Win. L. Avner, Esq., Ber¬ 
ger Building: Secretary, Dr. H. L. Eber, 
Center and Vallejo Streets. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis —Ahftvas Zion ; English sneak¬ 
ing; for rneij and women; President, Henry 
Berkmen, care of Starch Shoe Co.. 128 N. 
Montgomery: Secreary, Regina Goldberg- 
er, 428 N. Montgomery. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas —Texas Young Zionists: English 
speaking; for men and women; Treasurer, 
Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary. Miss Anna 
Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio —Bnui Zion ; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, B. 
Muravln, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk —Norfolk Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men only; dues. $8.00 
per year and Insurance: President. Louis 
Tabakin; Secretary, M. S. Juffe, 0332 Wood 
Street. 


WISCONSIN. 

Appleton—Sham re y Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent. I. IT. Greenberg; Sec’y, A. L. Jacobs. 

Beloit—Mazklre Zion Gate; President, S. 
Kapitanoff; Secretary, E. Bnlabon. 

Eau Claire— Chippewa Valley Zion Gate: 
President, M. M. Horn ; Secretary, P. Cooks. 

Fond du Eac—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Mauls; Secretary, H. Mauls. 

Green Bay—Ahavntk Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent. J. L. Levitas; Sec’y, Miss It. Levine. 

The Sons and Daughters of Zion ; Presi¬ 
dent. 1. A. Abrams; Secretary, Miss J. Aik. 

Hurley —Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President, 
Louis Ladin; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hur 
ley. 

Kenonha -Kenosha Zion Gate; President. 
J. D. Rosenblum: Secretary. B. Cohen. 

.Madison Zionist Society of Madison; 
President. Saul Kasdin; Secretary, Philip 
Silverstein. 

Manitowoc Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Schwartz; Secretary, Mrs. E. Harris. 

.Marshfield—R’Nc.v Zion Gate; President. 
It. Miller: Secretary, M. Wliner. 

Marinette—Ahavath Zion Gate; President, 
I. IT. Solomon; Secretary, H. Hankin. 

Milwaukee—-Jehudah Halevi Gate: Presi¬ 
dent, L. Shapiro; Secretary, IT. Soidchnan. 

Ilatikwnh Gate: President. Miss S. H. 
ManhofT; Secretary, Miss I. L. Margoles. 


Oshkosh—Had rath Zion Gate; President. 
M. Block; Secretary, Mrs. D. S. Callin. 

Sheboygan—Choveve Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. Balkansky; Secretary, S. L. Moses. 

Stevens PoLnt—Dorshei Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. Sliafton ; Secretary, S. Goldberg. 

Superior—Agudath Zion Gate; President. 
H. Aronsohn ; Secretary, Miss C. Kaner. 

Those residing in a place where no Zion¬ 
ist Society exists may become members at 
large of the Wisconsin State League of 
Zionist Societies, by paying Three ($3.00) 
Dollars per year. This will entitle them 
to either the Maccabaean tan English 
Monthly Magazine) or Dos Yiddishe Folk 
(a Jewish Weekly Newspaper), as well as 
all other literature pertaining to Zionism - 
the same as organized societies receive. 
Communicate with Ben Elman, Secretary, 
18 Hancock Street, Madison, Wis. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English 
speaking; for men and women; dues, 25 
cents per month: meets twice a month: 
President, Charles Levy: Secretary, Miss 
R. S. Baum, 100 Major Street. 

Vancouver— Vancouver Zionist and Soical 
Society; English speaking; for men; Secre¬ 
tary. Edward Miller, 81 Cordova Street. W. 

Yarmouth. N. S.—Bnei B’noth Zion: Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men and 
women: meets once a month; dues $2.20 
yearly; President, Max S. Smofsky; Secre¬ 
tary, Rev. A. Waingar, Yarmouth, N. S. 


EMERGENCY FUND DAY JULY 2nd 

In an appeal issued by the Federation, the following paragraphs appear: 

“We take off our hats to you—organized American Zionists—for your splendid Jewish and Zion¬ 
ist service during the year! You have been tireless in your activity for general Jewish relief. You 
have successfully conducted a Flag Day and a Flower Day for the National Fund. You have carried 
on an extensive campaign for the Shekel. In the Congress movement you have been influential 
factors. 

“But there has been no public demonstration for the Emergency Fund of the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee, the Fund which now represents the most important agency organized to meet the present 
Zionist crisis. Meetings have been held and collections made for the Emergency Fund. Many organ¬ 
ized Zionists have taxed themselves for the Fund, but the public at large has not been told of the im¬ 
portant work done through the Emergency Fund, nor has the larger public contributed liberally to it. 

“The Emergency Fund aims to maintain Jewish life in Palestine during the war, and so to main¬ 
tain it that when the war ends, life will be resumed without danger of an economic and industrial 
collapse due to the enervating consequences of war conditions. 

“The Provisional Committee has been able to maintain the schools and communal organizations 
in Palestine; it has aided the colonists and maintained the Palestine Bureau; it has held together the 
organized Jewish forces so that at least we know what is needed to tide over the crisis. In all its 
operations, the Provisional Committee has regarded constructive relief as its chief object. With that 
idea in mind, it opened its transfer bureau, which transferred to individuals in Palestine from in¬ 
dividuals here $490,115.30 from October 26th, 1914, to April 30th, 1916. This service has been extended 
to those parts of Russian Poland now occupied by German and Austrian forces, a service which no 
other agency or committee was ready to undertake. All this work entails large administrative ex¬ 
penses, which are borne by the Emergency Fund. 

“The Provisional Committee is embarrassed by the fact that its estimated income has not been 
collected and that it is in need of funds to meet the heavy responsibilities it has assumed. 

“In order to make these facts known to the Jewish public, and to appeal to them for contribu¬ 
tions for the Emergency Fund, the Provisional Committee through its chairman, Louis D. Brandeis, 
has called upon all organized Zionists to undertake a public demonstration for the Emergency Fund. 
It has therefore set aside Sunday, July 2nd, as Emergency Fund Day. 

“In support of the Provisional Committee’s resolution, we call upon all our constituent organiza¬ 
tions to form committees to make a street collection on July 2nd, appealing to all elements in Jewry 
for the Emergency Fund. Should it be impossible for whatever valid reason to conduct the street 
collection on that date, you are at liberty to use your own judgment as to how the collection shall 
be made. 

“Make an effort at once to re-enlist the Flower Day committees for this Day. Call special meet¬ 
ings of your societies and organize these committees. All Zionists affiiliated with our Federation or 
other Zionist parties will co-operate on Emergency Fund Day. Literature and badges will be provided. 
A spirited campaign will be carried on in the press which will aid the propaganda. Report to the 
office of the Federation. 44 E. 23rd Street, New York, when you are organized, ordering your literature, 
etc., as soon as possible.” LOUIS LIPSKY, Chairman. 
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Just Out 

Theodor Herzl 

A Biography for Young 
Judaeans 

By EMANUEL NEUMANN 

A sixteen page pamphlet, pro¬ 
fusely illustrated, written in a 
live, easy and fascinating style. 

Single Copy. 10c 

Club Orders (25 of more) 5c 


ORDER FROM 

THE YOUNG JUDAEAN 
44 East 23d St., New York City 



ONE TEN CENT BOX OF 

EX-LAX 


The Famous Chocolate Laxative 

will regulate your bowels and relieve you of the miseries of 

CONSTIPATION 

If your stomach isn’t just right, if you have abad taste in the mouth, 
coated tongue, feel distressed after eating and have frequent headaches, just 
take Ex-Lax. This will tone up your stomach, aid digestion, promote bodily 
vigor and strengthen the nervous system. You will be surprised to see how 
quickly your energy, ambition and appetite will come back to you. 

10c., 25c., and 50c. a Box, at All Drug Stores. 
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tine conditions with nine beau¬ 
tiful illustrations. 
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view of modern Jewish life in 
Palestine. 

It contains the following: 

A Word from Ambassador 

Morgenthau . 

The Spirit of the New Palestine 

Extracts from the Letters of 
Dr. Harry Friedenwald, 
Baltimore 

. . . But My Heart Is in the 
East . 

From a Letter of Dr. B. Mos- 
sinsohn, Jaffa 
(Translated from the 
Hebrew) 

The Test of Efficiency of the 
New Yishub . 

Harry Kaplan, Cleveland 

To Palestine With the U. S. S. 
“Vulcan” . 

Extracts from the Letters of 
Louis H. Levin, Balti¬ 
more 

The Judaean Colonies and the 
War Crisis. 

V . (jluskin, Rishon le-Zion 
(Tran slated from the 
Hebrew) 

The Death of the Orchard. . . . 

Hemda Ben Jehuda, Jerusa¬ 
lem 

(Translated from the 
Hebrew) 

The Indictment of Zionists in 
Palestine . 

M, Sheinkin, Jaffa 

(Translated from the 
Yiddish) 

The Shomer . 

Mordeeai Bernstein. Jaffa 
(Translated from the 
Hebrew) 

Price 25 Cents 

To be had of the Federation 
of American Zionists 

14 East 23rd Street, 
NEW YORK. 
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EDITORIALS 


What Was Accomplished at Philadelphia 


We have just emerged from the difficult task of 
successfully managing the largest convention ever held 
by the Zionists of America. It is not a simple matter 
to review the event at this time. The significance of 
a convention of such magnitude becomes apparent 
some time after the record is completed. At this 
time, the feeling is general that the Philadelphia con¬ 
vention deepened Zionist consciousness, that its busi¬ 
ness was transacted with unusual intelligence, and 
that the enthusiasm generated was held within bounds 
owing to the sober realization of the fact that with 
such large responsibilities thrust upon us caution 
must be exercised in order that the world may be im¬ 
pressed not by our capacity for enthusiasm so much 
as with our capacity for practical achievement. 

It has been charged against the convention hy our 
friends who have been accustomed to the oratory and 
discussions of the Zionist Congresses, that too little 
time was devoted to theoretical reviews and academic 
formulations of policy. No clear survey was given 
of the problems of the Zionist movement at this time. 
We are described as being too practical, too much en¬ 
grossed in organization problems, too much concerned 
with practical plans. This charge is short-sighted. 
We are now facing the critical period of Zionist his¬ 
tory. We shall be judged not by our ability to formu¬ 
late theories and accurately analyze conditions, but bv 
the decisions we make and the judgment we employ in 
meeting the practical features of the Zionist program. 

Zionism as a theory of Jewish life, Zionism as the 
formulation of the solution of the Jewish problem, is 
meeting with general endorsement. They are few in 
number who oppose Zionism as a theory. Our op¬ 
ponents controvert assertions as to the need of having 
a democracy back of Zionism, they object to a version 
of Zionism—entertained by only a few people—ac¬ 


cording to which religion is excluded from Zionism, 
but so far as the essential basis of Zionism, they have 
no serious objections to offer. In fact, such frag¬ 
ments of hostility as may be discerned in the utter¬ 
ances of the anti-Congressists are based wholly upon 
the democratic implications of Zionism that may be 
applied to Jewish life in the goluth. Outside of Jewry 
the world is favorably disposed. All indications point 
to the favorable consideration of Zionism by men high 
in station and influence. It is everywhere regarded as 
the comprehensive platform upon which the Jewish 
people can safely stand. 

What there is left for us to demonstrate is the prac¬ 
ticability of Zionism and the ability of Zionists to 
steer the ship of state through the shoals and pitfalls 
of a difficult course. Not what you think of the Jewish 
problem, but what you are going to do about it—that 
is the question. There have been volumes written 
on the Jewish problem as viewed by Jews and non- 
Jews. The hour is about to strike when the Jewish 
nationality is to be called upon to act. 

The quality of the Philadelphia convention was 
therefore in harmony with the needs of the hour. The 
movement was reviewed in action. The organization 
in all its phases had its record presented, its achieve¬ 
ments noted, and the way was charted for the next 
year's spurt of activity. The world saw a people 
seriously considering its practical problems, having 
passed its youthful period of discussion and theoriz¬ 
ing; its romantic years had receded into the back¬ 
ground. 

The leading practical issue of the Convention was 
injected into it by a group of Zionists who have not 
as yet grasped the implications of the American Jew¬ 
ish Congress; out of their lack of understanding there 
arose the necessity of driving home the lesson of prac¬ 
tical exigency which we had grasped at the Boston 
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convention and which lead to our participation in the 
Congress movement. The Congress movement is the 
expression of the inner need on the part of American 
Jewry and of the Zionist organization, for a repre¬ 
sentative organ of Jewish public policy, in the making 
of which Zionism should exert the influence which it 
must exert by reason of its merits. Without the Con¬ 
gress movement—without the opportunity to frame 
the Jewish policy—Zionism in this great crisis was 
doomed to continue its existence as a minority party 
in a nationality which had not the strength to attempt 
to organize itself. We would have been compelled to 
operate as a junta, minus the support of the large 
mass of the Jewish people. Had that large mass pos¬ 
sessed its own representatives, speaking in positive 
terms of what they wanted, we might have been com¬ 
pelled to acquiesce in the views of the seeming major¬ 
ity. But, as the large mass had not expressed itself, 
and its affairs were being held in control by a small 
group of men who were blind to the opportunities 
confronting the Jewish people, and who were de¬ 
termined not to permit the Zionist ideal and its im¬ 
plications to govern any of their actions, we were 
under the necessity of taking up the weapon of con¬ 
flict and controversy in order not to allow the cause 
of the Jewish people to be misrepresented or not to 
be represented at all. 

The Congress issue thus became the leading Zionist 
issue. It required courage to meet the old leaders of 
American Jewry and to challenge their right to speak 
for the Jews in this crisis. It was not a pleasant duty 
to undertake a controversy in which on one side was 
ranged the wealth and influence of the controllers of 
Jewish institutional life, and on the other only a few 
enthusiasts, lacking means, and lacking the social 
prestige of their opponents. The fight was fought 
out, however, with dignity and force. It was at no 
time a personal fight, except when it became necessary 
to reveal the pretentions of men who took their lead¬ 
ership for granted and refused to have their creden¬ 
tials reviewed in the light of present day intelligence 
and experience. That wc have won the fight for Jew¬ 
ish democracy and Zionism no serious student of Jew¬ 
ish events will deny. The Philadelphia Convention, 
by its almost unanimous decision, showed to what 
extent the Zionists themselves had been educated in 
Jewish statesmanship. That Convention realized that 
it is through the Congress that Zionism may be en¬ 
abled to march forward to victory. 

The adoption of a budget of a quarter of a million 
by the Convention showed the growth of the stature 
of Zionism in the life of the Jewish people. No one 
felt that a quarter of a million dollars to be devoted 
to national efforts at this time, when so much is needed 
for general relief, was too much. No one voiced the 
opinion that with general relief work facing us that 
will require the attention of the whole Jewish people 
for months to come, we should abandon our national 
work. On the contrary, it was felt that the larger the 
needs for general relief, the more money will be re¬ 
quired for the purely nationalistic work. At the be¬ 
ginning of the war, there were many Zionists who felt 
that the Zionist organization should abandon its na¬ 
tional program pending the collection of the relief 
funds. W e believe that Zionists are now unanimously 
of the opinion that the most urgent work that faces 
the Jewish people is the work undertaken by the Zion¬ 
ist organization: The maintenance of our Palestine 
possessions: the furtherance of Zionist organization; 
the capture of public opinion for Zionism; the 


strengthening of our bonds of political affiliation to 
the end that the Basle program may be realized; the 
shaping of relief measures so that they contribute to 
the proper solution of the Jewish problem. In short, 
Zionists and many non-Zionists realize now that Zion¬ 
ism is the issue of immediate Jewish concern, and 
that whatever wealth we possess should be generously 
poured into the work of Zionist constructive relief. 

The tentative proposal of Mrs. Joseph Fels is a 
further indication of the vision and broad, statesman¬ 
like sweep of imagination Jews are beginning to be 
capable of. Mrs. Fels’ offer involves an experiment of 
great value to the world at large, but it also shows 
the spirit and idealism that is going to be poured into 
the Zionist settlement of Palestine. We shall not 
lack for millions from Jews, when the Jewish problem 
is rightly conceived. 

The Philadelphia Convention strengthened every 
institution now part of the Zionist organization. It 
reassured our leaders of the devotion and feeling of 
self-sacrifice which animates the rank and file of the 
Zionist organization. The day of petty details has 
passed. Instead of devoting ourselves to criticism 
of details, we are now engaged in such large enter¬ 
prises that we take for granted that the details will be 
amply protected by efficient service 

The Boston convention revealed the unusual growth 
of Zionist sentiment evoked by the war. The senti¬ 
ment in 1915 was unorganized and lacked understand¬ 
ing of the inferences growing naturally out of the 
stirring of the dry bones of Jewish life. We felt then 
that the forces behind Zionism threatened, because of 
lack of understanding, the disruption of the organiza¬ 
tion. The first application of the principles of Zion¬ 
ism as reflected in general Jewish life was the Con¬ 
gress. Months of education brought about a feeling 
of security. Many of us remained unaffected by the 
course of instruction that followed in the wake of the 
Congress maneuvres. Then came the application of 
Zionist principles to the general relief plans. Many 
of us are still unenlightened as to the need of trans¬ 
forming the relief work in the light of nationalistic 
requirements. But there, too, education has been re¬ 
assuring. It was with misgivings that we came to 
Philadelphia, for we felt uneasy lest the large mass 
of our Zionist co-workcrs had not learned the lesson. 

The Philadelphia Convention showed us clearly that 
Zionists had profited by the experiences of the past 
two years. It was a strong, disciplined mass that con¬ 
fronted us. It was a delegation that understood the 
significance of the Congress, the drift of the general 
relief work, and that stood prepared to back up the 
leaders in all their efforts. Boston found us inflated 
with Zionist sentiment. Philadelphia found that senti¬ 
ment organized, educated, capable of being used for 
larger Zionist enterprises. 

We congratulate our fellow-Zionists upon the ex¬ 
cellence of their showing. The convention was not 
only a Convention. It was a Congress of Zionists, 
for every delegate understood the movement, and 
understanding the movement, was prepared to make 
the sacrifices that may be demanded of him. We are 
now a disciplined organization. With discipline, with 
understanding, with the spirit of self-devotion, we 
should be able to achieve results. The labors of Theo¬ 
dor Herzl and of the pioneers, and of the propagand¬ 
ists and organizers, have not been fruitless. The Jew¬ 
ish people are rising to a realization of their historic 
obligations. 
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The Philadelphia Zionist Convention 

The Nineteenth Annual Convention of 
the Federation of American Zionists and 
its Branches, including an Executive 
Session of the Provisional Zionist Com¬ 
mittee. 


The Philadelphia Zionist^ Convention is now a matter 
of history. It was the most successful Zionist conven¬ 
tion ever held in the United States. The number of dele¬ 
gates exceeded all expectations. Direction zvas given to 
Zionist policies, new projects zuere sanctioned, pledges 
of large support zuere given, and the enthusiasm created 
is bound to have a lasting effect upon the work of the 
coming year. 

The convention may be said to have started on Friday 
morning, zvith scores of delegates arriving and at once 
taking up some of the advance business of the conven¬ 
tion. On Saturday morning, several addresses were de¬ 
livered in the local synagogues, notably impressive being 
the sermon delivered by Dr. Jacob Kohn of New York, 
in the Ohel Jacob Synagogue. On Saturday evening, a 
reception was given to the delegates at the Y. M. H. A. 
club rooms, zuith Prof. Max L. Margolis as chairman, and 
addresses by Dr. Friedenwald, Mrs. Joseph Fels, Jacob 
de Haas, Louis Lipsky, Dr. Julius Greenstone and others. 

On Sunday morning, the executive session of the Pro- 
znsional Zionist Committee was held at Horticultural Hall. 
On Sunday afternoon, the opening session of the Fed¬ 


eration convention was held in the Broad Street Theatre. 
On Sunday evening, the mass meeting at the Metropoli¬ 
tan Opera House brought together the largest Jewish 
audience ever gathered under one roof. On Monday 
morning, July 3 rd, the first business session of the Fed¬ 
eration convention was held at Horticultural Hall. On 
Monday afternoon, Hadassah opened its convention, the 
Afhosos met, and a number of conferences were held 
of various state delegations. The banquet on Monday 
evening at Scottish Rites Hall was a joyful occasion. Over 
750 diners were entertained zvith songs, addresses, and 
the usual Zionistic forms of amusement. On Tuesday, 
July 4 th, the Federation Convention continued. In the 
afternoon, the Hadassah concluded its convention, a con¬ 
ference of Dos Yiddishe Folk zvas held, the Collegiates 
met, and other concusses and conferences were held. On 
Tuesday evening, the Hebrew conference was held, and 
a special meeting of the Proznsional Zionist Committee. 
All day Wednesday, the Federation convention met, con¬ 
cluding its business at eight-thirty in the evening. 

There zuere 325 delegates present, and about an equal 
number of zAsitors and guests. 


Provisional Zionist Committee’s Conference 


The executive session of the conference of the Provi¬ 
sional Zionist Committee was opened by Mr. Justice Bran- 
deis as temporary chairman on Sunday morning, July 2nd, 
in Horticultural Hall, Philadelphia. There were over 300 
delegates present, and a large number of Zionist guests. 

Mr. Jacob de Haas, secretary of the Provisional Commit¬ 
tee, presented the report of the Committee, reviewing the 
policies pursued, and touching upon a number of the more 
important features of its activities. The report follows: 

THE SECRETARY’S REPORT. 

Since the conference held last June in Boston, the Goluth 
has become even more of a chaos than it was. The chang¬ 
ing fortunes of the war carry with them more and more 
distress for our fellow Jews, living, as they do in all East¬ 
ern Europe, in the cities, towns and villages that have 
served the contending armies as battle fields, giving more 
than their quotas to all the armies, serving with courage 
and devotion on every side, individually receiving decora¬ 
tions for bravery; but it is unfortunately true that this self- 
sacrifice has not mitigated the persecution of the mass. On 
the contrary, in the vast correspondence that filters into our 
office, there is struck a deeper note, not only concerning 
the misery that now prevails, but of dire fear for what the 
future has in store for our people in Europe. 

The Movement Abroad. 

The distinct expressions of hope—whether the message 
is in the form of an appeal from Russia or a report of 
action from South America—is in the possibility of Zionist 
achievement, and in such action as is expressed in this 
country by the movement for an American Jewish Congress. 
It is, therefore, fortunate that we are able to report that, 
despite all the sufferings and privations incidental to the 
war, the movement is rapidly re-organizing itself every¬ 
where in Europe. We hear of considerable effort and 
sacrifice on the part of the Zionists in Russia. The Ac¬ 
tions Committee reports that the Jews in the Scandinavian 
countries have held their second Zionist conference. 


Throughout Germany the Central Fund is receiving liberal 
support, and the Zionists in the German trenches are con¬ 
tributing their small pay to the National Fund. In Holland 
there is considerable activity, and the scattered Zionists 
of the Belgian Federation have re-grouped themselves and 
have headquarters in Holland. 

The English Zionists have put forth considerable efforts 
by issuing a “declaration” which they are asking individual 
Jews to sign, and so literally are trying to make every Jew 
stand up and be counted. The French Federation has been 
re-organized. The Swiss Zionists are lending all their 
activity to the Congress Movement and to all war relief. 
In Austria and in Galicia, many of the Zionists called to 
the colors made their testamentary requests in favor of the 
National Fund, and in the record of that Fund it is noticed 
with interest that Austria took the leading position in the 
collections in the month of May of this year. In Rou- 
mania, where the Zionist Organization was checked at the 
beginning of the war, there is now a wholesome develop¬ 
ment. So also in Italy and Egypt. Even Salonika members 
had a shekelday. On the Western Hemisphere this report 
will allude in more detail to the co-operation given to the 
Provisional Committee by the Zionists in Canada, in Ar¬ 
gentine and in Brazil; but it is equally interesting to note 
that British Honduras, South Africa, Australia, New Zea¬ 
land and China are all, in some measure, endeavoring to 
contribute their mite in thought and in means to the great 
test, which the Basle Programme imposes upon it. 

In all the turmoil, the Provisional Committee has en¬ 
deavored to hew straight in the line, endeavoring to accom¬ 
plish by act, rather than by the presentation 1 of theory. 
Its acts have met with the lavish compliments of the 
organizations in Europe and elsewhere. Its policy, in 
support of the Congress Movement, has the unqualified 
support of the Greater Actions Committee which met in 
The Hague in March, and of the Inner Actions Committee, 
which has recently notified it of its full expression of con¬ 
fidence and willingness to support any action that may arise 
from this Congress. 
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Palestine. 

In pursuance of the policy adopted by the P. E. C. at 
the beginning of its existence, the Committee has exerted 
its efforts to the utmost to raise sufficient funds to meet 
the needs of our institutions in Palestine to support the 
schools, workshops, colonists and all those forms of action 
which could be properly regarded as constructive relief. 
In this it has been ably seconded by the officials of the 
Palestine Amt, who have not only willingly accepted the 
burden of managing our institutions through this crisis, 
but have been the agents for our transfer work, and the 
practical executives of all the relief distributed in Palestine 
from whatever sources such may have come. A fuller 
sketch of the conditions prevailing in Palestine will be 
presented by our treasurer, Mr. E. W. Lewin-Epstein, who 
is particularly familiar with everything that relates to 
Palestine. 

It may, however, be pointed out that despite the diffi¬ 
culties presented by the war, the Committee has been able 
to keep in close touch with Palestine, and has received 
accurate, if delayed, reports of all that is happening there 
in the last twenty months. The general moritorium has 
affected business; the commandeering of supplies; the 
drafting to the army; and the military preparations have, 
together with embargoes on export and blockade against 
import, affected the well-being of the country. Owing to 
the denunciation of the Zionists by the local agent of the 
Hilfsverein, some difficulties were experienced at the be¬ 
ginning of the war, and the Anglo-Palestinc Company had 
to suspend its banking operations. Individual leaders were 
exiled. The locust plague added to the difficulties, and the 
colonists, have, moreover, been short of seed supplies for 
the next harvest. But with all that it remains true that 
Palestine is the one country within the war zone where, 
so far, not a single Jew has been killed, and where, if the 
relief has not been adequate, it has at least been regular, 
and so distributed as to provide the maximum of aid and 
the minimum of pauperization. Moreover, the schools have 
all been kept going; and it is with satisfaction that we 
report, as significant of the situation of the spirit that 
prevails in Palestine, that despite the stress of war, new 
elementary books have been issued in Jaffa for the lower 
and middle trade schools. Even in colonization work 
progress has been made in Galilee, and the opening of a 
new railroad connection between Haifa and Damascus, and 
another between Jerusalem, Jaffa and Beersheba has 
strengthened the position of Merchaviah. So that what¬ 
ever has been done on this side of the Atlantic to aid has 
been well met over there in the action of all those who are 
responsible for maintaining that higher life that we natur¬ 
ally associate with the land of our forefathers. 

The Committee has to acknowledge its deep sense of 
appreciation of the great aid readily given by the Federal 
Government, both the authorities in Washington as well 
as in Palestine and Constantinople, without whose unfail¬ 
ing courtesy and personal assistance in every detail our 
work would not have been maintained. The Committee 
also records the fact that, excepting for the first drastic 
act provoked, largely by representatives of the Hilfsverein, 
the Turkish Government has been friendly towards all in¬ 
stitutions and all classes of Jews in Palestine. Moreover, 
the belligerents of both sides have, in recorded instances, 
manifested a special interest in the welfare of our people 
in Palestine, and have, in many matters, made it clear that 
they regard Palestine, as far as the circumstances permit, 
as a special province in the war, and the Jews in Palestine 
as an element to be aided, and, as far as possible, protected. 

The American Jewish Congress 

The P. E. C. Conference at Boston gave the Committee 
a mandate on the Congress question, and the Committee 
has carried that mandate out both in the spirit and the 
letter. The details of the Zionist participation in the Con¬ 
gress Movement are presented in the Federation report for 
the Federation has dealt more definitely with the Movement 
in this country. The Committee, however, made up as it 
is of all shades of opinion in Zionism, finds that the Zion¬ 
ists are practically a unit in favor of an open and demo¬ 
cratic Congress, and has, therefore, willingly supported 


every issue made to bring the Congress to a successful 
issue. 

Moreover, it is clear that throughout Europe the Zionists 
are actively participating in every local movement that 
tends to serve the same purpose; that is, to bring the 
question of the Jewish people before the public, and, de¬ 
mand Jewish rights by public action. Supported as it is 
by the vote of the official organizations that have hitherto 
guided the policy of the Movement, and petitioned by 
many non-Zionist organizations in Europe to aid in this 
work, the Provisional Executive Committee is in a position 
to say that the demand for a Congress in this country 
and in Europe not only represents the opinion of the Jews 
in the neutral countries, but it represents practically the 
opinion of all the Jews everywhere, except those who are 
avowedly supporting the policy of assimilation, or who are 
otherwise governed by wild fears, and who seek, by secre¬ 
tive methods, probably unconsciously, to prevent the world 
at large from understanding the real position of Jews— 
the cause which would prevent anything like a favorable 
future resulting from the war. 

Assimilationists 

The most remarkable act on the part of the avowed 
assimilators has been that men who are prominent officials 
of the German Hilfsverein, have proposed to the German 
Government that the policy of the Grcnz-Sperre should be 
adopted against the Jews of Poland. The Hilfsverein is 
the identical organization which attempted to make Ger¬ 
man the language of instruction in the incompleted Haifa 
Technikum, and it is, moreover, the organization by which 
the denunciation of the Zionists after the beginning of the 
war was submitted to the Sublime Porte. These reprehen¬ 
sible acts have caused a considerable division in German 
Jewry, and strong protests against its attempts to dominate 
Jewry. The policy of The American Jewish Relief Committee 
of employing the Hilfsverein as the agent for the distribution 
of American funds created an element of danger to the Jews 
of the Occupied Territories. Members of your Committee 
affiliated with the American Jewish Relief Committee made 
many representations to the A. J. R. C. and the Joint Dis¬ 
tribution Committee on this matter, and have finally suc¬ 
ceeded in convincing that organization that the best in¬ 
terests of the Jews will be served by adopting a policy 
similar to that this Committee has adopted throughout in 
all matters relating to the transfer of money to Europe— 
whether it be in the nature of relief or of transfer from 
individual to individual—and that is to use the service 
through the courtesy of the Government of American 
officials until the money actually reached the local com¬ 
mittee. 

This matter is placed on record so that there may be 
a clear understanding of the struggles that are still in 
progress in American Jewry, for the tension that exists 
has been, in no small measure, caused by the need for 
exerting the utmost pressure in order to bring about a 
condition whereby American relief money shall serve to 
relieve instead of adding to the dangers which our people 
risk even under normal circumstances in occupied terri¬ 
tories. 

Relief. 

The Zionists throughout the country have taken a most 
active part in all relief collections, giving of their means, 
aiding in the actual collections and helping in the adminis¬ 
tration of committees in every city. As the Zionist effort 
in this direction naturally effected the opportunities for rais¬ 
ing funds for purely Palestinian relief purposes, the Provi¬ 
sional Executive Committee turned to the American Jewish 
Relief Committee and urged it to make more ample allow¬ 
ances for Palestinian charity. It was pointed out to the 
A. J. R. C. that the older element had always lived on charity 
from Europe, and that this was not now forthcoming; 
moreover, Palestine had no “hinterland'’ from which to draw 
monetary support; and a severe blockade exists paralyzing 
all trade. In consequence, largely of these representations, 
the A. J. R. C. and the Joint Distribution Committee finally 
decided to allow $30,000 a month for Palestine relief. This 
allowance is supplemental to the relief contributed from 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACCABAEAN FOR JULY 


165 


Provision Executive Committee funds, and by no means 
covers the actual needs of the Jews in Palestine. According 
to the latest reports, their demands, on a minimum living 
scale, are double the total amount sent from this country, 
in the form of relief, and it should be realized that these 
needs are independent of the requirements which the Zionists 
have determined to supply in order to maintain all factors 
of the Yishub. In this connection it is gratifying to record 
that Stephen S. Wise, on his trip to the Pacific Coast, raised 
the sum of $55,000 for the relief of the Jews in Palestine. 
Most of this money has been used for the most helpful pur¬ 
poses. To meet the needs of the people in the immediate 
future, much larger sums will have to be contributed. Both 
the Poale and the Mizrachi have supported their special in¬ 
stitutions and undertakings' in Palestine during the year. 

Loans 

The treasurer’s report will show not only how we met 
the general anticipated needs for Palestine, but that we have 
been instrumental in raising considerable sums as loans for 
the almond growers and wine growers, as well as supporting 
the Bezalel Workshops. The Organization will this new 
year have to face the problem of raising at least $5,000 a 
month as a deposit loan for the Anglo-Palestine Company, 
which, until it was closed by order of the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment, was the most active Zionist financial instrument in 
Palestine, and which, it is believed, at the end of the war 
will be the chief instrument for restoring the credit and 
commercial operations of the country. The duty of render¬ 
ing this measure of help is all the more imperative, as our 
friends abroad are exerting themselves to the utmost to help 
meet the problem of making adequate provision for the Bank. 

Transfer Account 

The Committee successfully initiated the policy of en¬ 
abling people to send money from this country to Palestine 
in November, 1914. The idea was that in the absence of any 
normal government agent, the Zionist Organization would 
act as banker; money changer and post office between the 
United States and all of Palestine. From a small beginning 
this business has grown in volume until an average of $1,000 
a day is being remitted to Palestine, to individuals and in¬ 
stitutions, not only from individuals in this country, but 
from all parts of the world. Non-Jews as well as Jews have 
made use of and appreciate this service, the whole trans¬ 
action being carried out free of cost to recipient and sender. 
In all 24,000 transfers were made, and it is satisfactory to 
report that this service is maintained with great regularity, 
and that every record of every individual case is on file 
in the New York office, as well as with the various com¬ 
mittees in Palestine. 

Members of P. E. C. proposed a similar plan for the 
whole of Europe at the Organization Conference of the 
American Jewish Relief Committee, but apparently no great 
interest was taken in the plan, and, on it being dropped, the 
Provisional Executive Committee felt, in duty bound, to 
develop the same line of operation for the Jews in the war 
zones of Europe. By persistent effort, and by close co¬ 
operation with Zionists in Europe, the transfer of money, 
in the same way free of all charges, has been made regu¬ 
larly to the Occupied Territories, and to Russia and Aus¬ 
tria; and although the volume of business has not been so 
large, it is growing. We have the satisfaction of knowing 
not only that the money sent by families in this country to 
families abroad is forwarded with despatch, but we are in 
receipt of acknowledgments showing that there is not more 
than a lapse of five or six weeks now between the receipt 
of the money in New York and its delivery to the individual 
in distress over in Europe. In further extension of the idea 
of self-help, the Committee has arranged, through its Euro¬ 
pean E. W. Lewin-Epstein, to Europe, it was learned that 
the affiliations, to endeavor to discover missing relatives, to 
bring information from those in Europe to their relatives 
in America, and otherwise to render that personal service 
which is the most helpful of all things that can be done 
in the present crisis. 

Organization 

All this work and much else has only been possible by 
the closest possible attention to every detail on the part 
of those associated with the work of the Committee. During 


Digitized by CjOO^IC 


the year twenty-one meetings of the P. E. Committee were 
held, but a considerable number of these meetings were 
divided into two and three sessions covering several days. 
The deliberations were facilitated by the discussions of the 
Office Committee which meets almost daily, and by the 
work of various sub-committces, and many unofficial con¬ 
ferences between the executive officers themselves and with 
individual members and others invited to confer on special 
subjects. In this way, together with the large volume of 
correspondence, the issue of copies of the Minutes to all 
members of the Committee, reports from the bureaus and 
special reports, the Committee has been able not only to 
supervise the work in detail but has deliberated with a clear 
understanding of the wishes and special interests of its 
constituency. 

Personnel 

The personnel of the Committee has undergone some 
changes since its first establishment. 

Dr. J. Leon Magnes resigned, and his resignation was 
accepted on September 14, 1915. 

Judge Julian W. Mack, Prof. Felix M. Frankfurter and 
Rabbi Martin A. Meyer were elected members of the Ad¬ 
visory Council. Associate Membership was also conferred 
upon Mr. Julius I. Peyser, of Washington, D. C., and Mr. 
Max Shulman, of Chicago. The resignation of Mr. Perlstein, 
who had rendered excellent service as administrative secre¬ 
tary, was accepted with regret on May 15, 1916, and upon 
his retirement was elected an associate member of the Pro¬ 
visional Committee. Mr. Jacob de Hass was elected secre¬ 
tary. 

At a meeting following the appointment of Mr. Brandcis 
as Supreme Court Judge, further changes were found desir¬ 
able. Mr. Brandeis was elected Honorary President. Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, who has held the office of Vice-President, 
became Chairman, and Prof. Richard Gottheil and Mr. Jacob 
de Haas, who had previously been associate members, became 
regular members of the Committee. The following were 
added to the Associate Membership: Mrs. Joseph Fels of 
Philadelphia; Miss Alice Seligsberg; Mr. S. S. Bloom, of 
Philadelphia; Mr. Louis Kirstein, of Boston; Judge Hugo 
Pam, of Chicago; Mr. Louis Robison, and Mr. Joshua 
Sprayregen. 

Prof. Israel Friedlander, owing to the pressure of other 
work, resigned the office of Recording Secretary and arch- 
iveist, and has been replaced by Mr. Israel Goldberg; and 
Mr. Robert D. Kesselman is the Auditor. 

The Committee has further had, at all times, the co-op- 
cration and advice of Dr. Schmarya Levin. During the last 
six months it has also had the opportunity of inviting to 
its meetings and receiving information and advice from Mr. 

L. Kessler, of London, representing the Jewish National 
Fund; Mr. Leo Motzkin, formerly in charge of the Copen¬ 
hagen Zionist Bureau; Mr. Boris Goldberg, of Wilna; Dr. 
Ben Zion Mossinsohn, of Jaffo; Mr. M. Scheinkin, of Pales¬ 
tine; Mr. Joseph Cowen, Director of the Jewish Colonial 
Trust. London; Mr. Wolf Gluskin, of Palestine; and Mr. S. 

B. Rubcnstein, Treasurer of the English Zionist Federation. 

In addition, the Provisional Committee has, from time to 
time, sent invitations to Zionists visiting New York to attend 
its deliberations. 

The Auditor’s Report which is attached hereto, shows 
that from Sept. 8, 1914, to June 19, 1916, the P. E. C. in 
all its departments has handled the sum of $1,136,980.46, of 
which $453,445-79 were in the nature of contributions to the 
various funds of the Committee, $633,023.05 Transfer re¬ 
ceipts and $52,511.62 received for miscellaneous purposes. 

To this grand total of $1,136,980.46 must be added $100,000 
raised in loans for Palestine purposes, $715,000 raised by 
the Jewish National Fund in the United States and about 
$50,000 received in the form of dues by the affiliated organi¬ 
zations, bringing the grand total of money raised in the 
United States during the first twenty months of the P. E. C., 
inclusive of special funds raised for the ‘ Vulcan,” etc., in 
round numbers, to about $1,500,000 for Zionist and Pales¬ 
tinian purposes. 

However, of this capital account of One Million Five 
Hundred Thousand Dollars we have only in hand $28,948. 
practically every cent of which is ear-marked for special 
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purposes, leaving the Emergency Fund, which is the finan¬ 
cial mechanism of all the work, with only $2,060, as against 
the minimum demand of $240,006—$20,000 a month—which 
will be required during 1916-17. 

Correspondence 

During the last year the volume of correspondence re¬ 
ceived by the Committee has shown that the interest in its 
work has spread far beyond the confines of the United 
States, in spite of all the difficulties in the delivery of mails. 
The Committee has been in constant touch with the Actions 
Committee through the Copenhagen Bureau, with Constan¬ 
tinople, and, of course, with Palestine. Zionists in England, 
Austria, China, Canada, Holland, Belgium, Australia, Egypt, 
New Zealand, Brazil, Chile, South Africa, Honduras, have 
communicated, making known the status of Zionism in their 
countries, or have transmitted Shkolim, money for relief or 
transfer amounts, and have asked for assistance in 
propaganda. 

Zionism in America 

At the outset of its formation, the Committee realized 
that in order to cope with its task, it needed not only to 
raise money for Palestine but that it had, in the interest 
of the problems that the Movement has undertaken to solve 
as well as the interest of the financial operations, to put the 
Zionist Movement on such a level that it command the in¬ 
fluence of public opinion. The wide-spread sentiment in 
favor of the Zionist ideal had never been questioned, but 
that sentiment had never before, in the United States, been 
turned into an active operating factor. The Committee has 
impartially sought to develop every type of Zionism into 
a unit of Zionist force. Its practical slogan has been “More 
money, through more societies, having more members.” To 
achieve this it not only undertook the most extensive 
propaganda possible in the interest of its funds, but it under¬ 
took a very broad measure of propaganda in the interest of 
the ideal, sending speakers and distributing literature every¬ 
where it seemed possible to achieve some results. A de¬ 
tailed record of propaganda during the last year is, in a 
measure, contained in the report of the Federation of Amer¬ 
ican Zionists, which has loyally handled the details of these 
operations for itself and the affiliated organizations. But 
in furtherance of the policy, and in order to work in an 
intensive fashion and turn the sentiment into membership 
and affiliations, the Committee has added to its bureaus and 
aided in the establishment of state organization. The Or¬ 
ganization has now developed, therefore, as follows: 

PROVISIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
New York Emergency Fund Department 
Transfer Department 
New England Zionist Bureau 
The Ohio State Zionist Ass'n 
The Knights of Zion, 

(with the Wisconsin State League) 

The Virginia State Organization 
The Washington Bureau 
The Texan State Association 
The St. Louis (Missouri) Office 
New Jersey State Organization 
and there are under discussion proposals for at least two 
new bureaus this year, consideration being given to the 
claims of Michigan, California, Pennsylvania, and the tri- 
states, Louisiana, Alabama and Tennessee. A number of the 
state organizations are in the course of development. 

Were the Committee to place on record here an acknowl¬ 
edgment of service rendered, it would have to devote a 
booklet merely to the list of the names; for many hundreds 
have done their duty, and done it well. In the same way. 
it is impossible to attempt to detail all the various plans 
adopted by the Committee to raise funds or to interest 
the public in the Zionist ideal. All that can be said is 
that those who have done their duty will be asked to do 
more, and that for every plan evolved during the past year, 
two will have to be developed during the coming year in 
order to meet the growing burdens of the Zionist Organiza¬ 
tion. A word of thanks is however offered the staff, every 
member of which has worked loyally and devotedly through 
a year of strenuous effort. 


Canada 

During the year representatives of the Committee and 
Dr. Schmarya Levin attended the annual convention of the 
Canadian Zionist Federation and the conference of Canadian 
Jew's, called to consider the problems arising out of the war. 
Friendly relations resulting in considerable support of the 
Emergency Fund were established. 

Dr. Levin made a short tour of the Dominion and since 
then Mr. P. M. Raskin has made a more considerable tour 
of the cities of the Dominion, aiding in the organization of 
the Movement and adding contributions to the Emergency 
Fund. The Canadian Organization, under the leadership of 
Mr. Clarence I. de Sola, is in agreement with the policies 
of the Provisional Executive Committee, and was instru¬ 
mental in convening the conference which dealt with the 
war problems. 

Argentine 

The Zionists of the leading South American Republic 
have been most earnest in their support of the Palestine 
Relief and the Emergency Fund. 

The Committee hopes at no distant date to comply with 
their requests for propagandists. 

Conclusion 

Stress has already been laid in this report upon the crisis 
that faces our people. Equally so an endeavor has been 
made to impress the fact that for every sacrifice that has 
been brought, two must be brought in the ensuing year; 
that for every dollar, two must be given; and for every 
Zionist in the country at least another must be added, in 
order that we may not only cope with the situation, but 
that we may handle the problem which we have set out 
to solve. It is therefore but right to say that while it 
foresees the difficulties ahead, the Zionist Organization looks 
forward hopefully. The stress of war has proven its prin¬ 
ciples to be true. Trials and difficulties have found our 
comrades loyal. There is a great spread of understanding 
throughout the world as to what we want and why we want 
it. The Jewish people and the Zionists are beginning to 
be understood and out of that understanding in the fullness 
of time, will come the rich achievement for which we are 
striving. 

THE TREASURER’S REPORT 
Palestine Before the War 

I saw Palestine last, nine months before the outbreak of 
the war. What I saw there w r as enough to swell with pride 
and satisfaction the heart of every Jew, who in any way 
has helped in the development of the new Jewish life in 
the Land of our forefathers. 

The orange groves were yielding large profits, the annual 
sale of the product having reached the sum of Fes. 2,000,000. 
The wine industry was very successful. The wines were 
being sold at good prices and the wine growers were re¬ 
ceiving Fes. 28 per kantar of grapes instead of the former 
16. The net annual sales amounted to about Fes. 1,500,000. 
The almond plantations also were paying well. The en¬ 
tire production found a ready sale in Egypt at good prices, 
the total reaching about half a million francs. The olive 
industry began to develop, and the prospects were good. 
In the demain of agriculture, the co-operative settlements, 
farms and dairies, developed chiefly with the help of the 
Jewish National Fund, have made big strides forward, and 
were providing the cities with grain, vegetables and dairy 
products. 

The Jewish colonists and laborers had developed into first 
class farmers, as though they had been attached to the soil 
for generations. Not only the Arab peasants, but the old 
German settlers as well found that they could learn much 
from the Jewish colonists. 

The progress made all along the line was due in a large 
measure to a modern system of co-operation which has 
permeated the entire economic life in the Jewish colonies. 
The wine growers are united into the Societe Co-operative 
Vigneronne or Agudath Hakormim. The orange . planters 
are co-operating through the Pardees and Mercas associa¬ 
tions. A co-operative organization of the almond growers 
was in course of formation. 

The rural development of the country naturally had a 
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beneficial influence on the city life. The commerce of the 
country increased perceptibly. Signs of industrial develop¬ 
ment were in abundance, and the Jewish population was 
constantly growing. At the gateway of Zion, the new 
Jaffa suburb, Tel-Aviv, with its fine houses, modern accom¬ 
modations and well kept streets and boulevards gave strik¬ 
ing evidence of the marvelous development of city life in 
Palestine. Similar suburbs were being built in Caiffa and 
Jerusalem. Even the old Yishub, hitherto unproductive, had 
ceased to be stagnant and showed a decided tendency to 
develop and progress. 

Communal life in the colonics was well organized on a 
democratic basis. Equal suffrage for men and women direct 
elections. Disputes between colonists arbitrated by the 
Colony Council (Paad Hamoshaba). All colony councils in 
Judaea were united in one district council. A movement 
was then also on foot to unite similarly the colony councils 
in Galilee and form a union of both districts. 

Our bank, the Anglo-Palestine Co., was financing all new 
enterprises and regulating the financial interests of the 
Yishub, assisted by a number of mutual saving and loan 
associations which sprung up in the colonies and towns. 
The Palestine Bureau of the Zionist organization was study¬ 
ing the economical possibilities of the country and further¬ 
ing its agricultural, industrial and commercial development. 

The spiritual life of the Yishub presented a picture not 
less remarkable. There was a net work of schools, with 
Hebrew as the language of instruction, forming a thorough 
school system from kindergarten to high school inclusive. 
The Hcrzlia High School at Tel-Aviv even attracted hun¬ 
dreds of young men from Russia and other countries who 
Were eager for a combined Hebrew and secular education. 
Libraries, study circles, lecture courses and several local 
Hebrew periodicals contributed towards intensifying the 
intellectual life of the Yishub. Hebrew was spoken every¬ 
where. The revival of the language was a reality. This was 
the crowning achievement of young Palestine. 

Thus have things shaped themselves in Palestine before 
the war. The beginning of a Jewish commonwealth was 
clearly visible. One could not help feeling that our national 
dream of 2,000 years was in process of realization; ahead 
of as was merely a question of natural growth, of further 
development along the same lines. And when a short time 
after this the famous benefactor of the Yishub, Baron dc 
Rothschild, visited the country after an absence of 14 years, 
he was accorded a cordial reception by an economically 
independent and self-reliant population, bent no longer on 
asking for subsidies, but jubilant in its successes and full 
of unbounded faith in the triumph of its cause. 

These feelings of satisfaction and confidence were espe¬ 
cially justified in view of the thoroughly friendly attitude 
towards the Yishub in Turkish government circles, where 
the immense benefits accruing from the Jewish colonization 
to Palestine in particular and to Turkey in general have 
been fully recognized. 

The War Catastrophe and Our Work 

In the midst of this peaceful and promising development 
Palestine was overwhelmed by the war. 

The crippling of shipping facilities, followed later by the 
blockade of the Syrian ports, dealt a heavy blow to the 
economic life of the country. It cut off the foreign markets 
on which Palestine was dependent for the sale of the greater 
part of its products; it brought about a dearth in food¬ 
stuffs by stopping importations; and it also stopped the very 
considerable influx of funds from abroad, which had formed 
the chief support of the old Yishub. 

But our Provisional Committee had come into existence. 
After contributing a considerable part of the first $50,000 
cabled to Palestine for general relief, the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee first of all took over the Palestine obligations of 
the Zionist Actions Committee, namely, the maintenance of 
the Hebrew schools, the Palestine Bureau and our bureau 
in Constantinople. 

Shortly afterwards the Provisional Committee found it 
necessary to place at the disposal of the public its facilities 
and free services for the transmission of funds into Palestine. 
We thereby have enabled thousands of individuals to send 
money to their relatives and friends in Palestine and en- 
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couraged many committees all over the country to resume 
their collections and remittance for the Halukah and the 
various charitable institutions in the Holy Land. Further¬ 
more, this activity of ours caused the general war relief 
committees to follow our example, and they, too, transmitted, 
first through us and then directly, considerable sums of 
money for individuals and institutions. 

In this manner thousands upon thousands of Jews in 
Palestine were saved from starvation; the Talmud Torahs’ 
and the Yeshiboth of the old Yishub were maintained; and 
the many charitable institutions for the sick, the aged and 
the orphaned were enabled to keep their doors open. 

Then came more duties. Traitors of the Jewish persua¬ 
sion, unmindful of Jewish and Turkish interests alike, de¬ 
nounced the Zionists to the Turkish government, and by 
gross misrepresentation, aimed at the expulsion of all lead¬ 
ing Zionists and the destruction of our institutions in 
Palestine. The situation was very grave. By constant 
vigilance and timely explanations we succeeded in convinc¬ 
ing the Turkish authorities of the baselessness of the ac¬ 
cusations, thereby averting the impending calamity. Thus 
we not only saved our institutions and organizations, but 
also the soul of the Yishub—its prestige. 

And our duties still grew. Providence willed it that 
Palestine be visited by a locust plague of unusual magni¬ 
tude. The fruit on the trees and a large number of the 
trees themselves were destroyed. Thus our colonists needed 
large loans which would enable them to save their vineyards, 
orange and almond groves from utter destruction, and give 
employment to the Jewish laborer. We have succeeded in 
doing much in this direction, though there is yet more left 
to be done. 

Our financial aid, our intervention with the Turkish au¬ 
thorities in behalf of our leaders, and institutions, and the 
interest evinced in Palestine by the Jewish people in general, 
have contributed greatly towards raising the prestige of the 
new Yishub with the Turkish Government as well as with 
the non-Jewish population in Palestine. The greatest credit, 
however, for this accomplishment, is due to our splendid 
organization in Palestine itself; the Palestine Bureau and 
the Anglo-Palestine Company. 

Immediately after the outbreak of the war Dr. Ruppin, 
then the head of the Palestine Bureau, an excellent econ¬ 
omist and statesman, did what a good government was sup¬ 
posed to do. He laid hold upon all the foodstuffs in our 
colonies and distributed them for cash or on credit among 
the cities and colonies; he introduced emergency work for 
the unemployed and organized effective relief committees 
wherever necessary. The Anglo-Palestine Company met the 
scarcity of cash by bearer checks of small denominations, 
which were accepted also by the Arabs, and tried hard ter 
meet the financial crisis by making payments to needy 
depositors, the moratorium notwithstanding. 

For a time it looked as if our Jewish denunciators had 
succeeded in stopping all this good work, but our leaders 
did not lose their heads and continued most of their activi¬ 
ties under the greatest difficulties. 

We can now report with satisfaction of the changed atti¬ 
tude on the part of the highest Turkish authorities in Pales¬ 
tine. They seem to have finally recognized what the Jews 
have done and could do for the land, and now wc see the 
very Zionists, who only a year ago were slated for expulsion 
and persecution, entrusted with important government work 
and special missions. 

American Organization Work. 

As you will see from the annexed figures our Committee 
had to occupy itself with the strengthening of our 
organization and the defense of Jewish nationalism here and 
abroad. We especially had to devote a great deal of energy 
to counteract the machinations of Jewish assimilationists 
with the German authorities, affecting the destinies of about 
trvo million Jews in the Polish and Russian territory now 
occupied by the Germany army. 

As a result of this activity, and for humanitarian con¬ 
siderations, wc have found it necessary to open a department 
for the free transmission of money to individuals in the 
occupied territory. Russia and Austria. 

It must be highly gratifying to the Zionists of America, 
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and to every Jew who has assisted us, that we have been 
able to cope with these enormous duties so far. Unfor¬ 
tunately the terrible war is still raging and its deviations 
are spreading. The cry for help is becoming louder and 
louder everywhere. Palestine, having gradually exhausted 
its own resources and still cut off from the rest of the 
world, is now more than ever dependent on American aid. 
Uet us therefore be prepared to meet the increasing demands 
in a spirit as heroic as is the struggle of our unfortunate 
brethren across the seas. The estimated budget of our 
Committee for the next twelve months amounts to $240,000. 
Let us be ready to meet it. Let everyone do his full duty. 

I now have come, to the essential part of my report, the 
income and disbursements. Dry figures tell but little, but 
now that you know what these figures have accomplished, 
you will, I hope, appreciate their full meaning more readily. 


RECEIPTS 

7- 1-15 9- 8-14 

6-19-16 6-30-15 

Emergency Fund (including School 

Fund by Or. M. Heller).$110,804.39 $73,294-86 

Administration Fund . 10,422.08 

Shkolim: from U. S., Egypt, Greece, 

Algier, Tunis . 14 . 590-37 ' 78-34 

Relief for Palestine (incl. Vulcan).... 80,264.48 93,502.86 

" “ Russia . 15,524.83 

“ “ Austria 3,276.00 

■“ “ occupied territories—Poland, 

Lithuania and Courland. 11,414.00 

"School Children’s Fund. 360.04 

Nathan Straus Fund, from sale of his 

yacht, for school children. 9,835.95 

•Orange & Wine Growers’ Loan. 60,000.00 40,000.00 


For the Zionist Budget in Palestine, for Schools, Palestine 

Bureau, Hadassah, Haschomer, etc. 

For Hadassah in Alexandria. 

Zionist Bureau in Constantinople. 

International Actions Comitc. 

Subsidies to Organization in the U. S. 

Federation of Amer. Zionists including Young Judaea and the 
three publications: Maccabaean, Dos Yiddishe Folk and 

Young Judaea . 

Paid old debts of Dos Yiddishe Folk. 

Knights of Zion. 

Order Sons of Zion. 

Mizrahi Bureau . 

Poalci Zion . 

Bureau of New England. 

•Ohio State Organization. 

Jewish Bureau . 

Foreign Bureau . 


Propaganda by traveling propagandists, printing ot 

pamphlets, etc. 

Expenses: Rent, light, telephone, cables, postage, salaries, 
traveling, printing, including office for transfer dept... 


RELIEF 

7- 1-15 9- 8-14 

6-19-16 6-30-15 

In Palestine (incl. Vulcan in 1915).... $61,511.68 $58,937.28 

Feeding of school children of Nathan 

Straus Fund . 10,000.00 

For Palestinians in Egypt. 2,000.00 

In Turkey . 2.500.00 

In Russia . 15.524.83 400.00 

In Austria . 3,276.00 

In Poland, Lithuania & Courland. 11,414.00 


$101,726.51 $63,837.28 


LOANS 

"To Orange & Wine Growers. $60,000.00 $40,000.00 


TRANSFER 

Palestine for Charitable Institutions 

and individuals..•.$315,439.25 $197,992.12 
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Transfer to charitable institutions and 



individuals in Palestine and other 



parts of Turkey. 

3 ' 5 . 439-25 

197 , 992.12 

Transfer to Palestinians in Egypt ... 

' 2 , 275-57 


“ “ Russia . 

12,612.87 


“ “ Austria . 

9,100.33 


“ “ Germany . 

98.35 


“ “ Poland, Lithuania and 



Courland occupied by 



Germans, during 3V2 



months . 

85,504-56 


$771,523 07 $404,968.18 

Total since the beginning of the 

P. C....$i 

,176,491.25 

EMERGENCY FUND RECEIPTS 

ACCORDING TO 

ORGANIZATIONS 


From January 1, 1916, to June 19, 1916 


Through Federation Societies. 

$9,042.45 


Hadassah Chapters . 

9,362.09 


“ Knight of Zion Gates. 

8.048.69 


Sons of Zion Camps. 

5.790.14 


Total through Federation of American Zionists 


and affiliated organizations. 


32 , 243-37 

Through Mizrahi Bureau. 


1,011.00 

Direct through activities of Provisional 

Com.... 

33 , 213-54 



66,467.91 

From July to end of Dec., 1915 (not itemized).. 

44 , 336.48 


$r 10,804.39 

The Administration Fund of $10,422.08 is almost entirely 

raised through direct efforts of the Provisional Committee. 


7-1- 

■ 15-6-19-16 


9-8-14-6-30-16 

$64,488.00 


$31,700.00 

I ,050.00 



7,500.00 


1,000.00 

12,300.59 


12,110.92 


14,500.00 

3 , 745-00 


3.725-40 

2,600.00 

500.00 


500.00 

2,500.00 


1.500.00 

3,250.00 

1,600.00 


4 , 999-92 

105.00 


300.00 

500.00 


126.14 


$ 31,87532 


$8,576.14 

3,980.70 


274.69 

39,658.93 


14,250.81 

$160,853.54 


$67,912.56 

To Palestinians in Egypt. 

.... 12,275.57 


“ Russia . 

.... 12,612.87 


“ Austria. 

- 9,100.33 


“ Germany. 

98.35 


“ Poland, Lithuania & Courland 

.. .. 85,504.56 



$ 435 , 030.93 $ 197 , 992.12 

ACTUALLY SENT TO 

PALESTINE 



7 - i -'5 

9- 8-14 


6-19-16 

6-30-15 

For Zionist Budget. 

- $64,488.00 

$31,700.00 

’’ Relief. 

- 61.5n.68 

58,937.28 

Feeding of School Children. 

.... 10,000.00 

Loans . 

.... 60,000.00 

40.000.00 

Transferred to individuals and insti- 

tutions. 

• 315,439.25 

197,992.12 


$5",438.93 $328,629.40 
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RECEIPTS. 




10 mos. 

Year 

Sept. 8,1914 



ended 

ended 

to 

Contributions: June i-ig, 1916 

June 30, 1915 

June 19, 1916 

June 19,1916 

Emergency Fund. 

.$ 8,230.90 

$ 68,466.02 

$108,193.15 

$176,659.17 

Relief Fund . 

1,306.46 

67,502.86 

149,851.32 

217,354.18 

Joint Fund . ...». 



1,255.98 

1,255.98 

School Fund . 


4,828.84 

>,983-25 

6,812.09 

Institution Fund . 

791.71 

5.650.61 

10,305.84 

15 , 956.45 

School Children's Fund . 



360.04 

360.04 

Shkolim . 

2,671.3s 

178.34 

14 . 590.37 

14,768.71 

Central Fund . 



21.14 

21.14 

Administration Fund . 

i, 93 i. 3 o 


10,422.08 

10,422.08 

Nathan Straus F'und . 



9 , 835-95 

9,835-95 

Total Contributions . 

•$ 14 , 931.72 

$146,626.67 

$306,819.12 

$ 453 , 445-79 

Transfer Account . 

.$ 27,002.17 

$> 97 , 992 -12 

$ 435 , 030.93 

$633,023.05 

Total Transfer Account . 

.$ 27,002.17 

$197,992.12 

$ 435 , 030.93 

$633,023.05 

Other Receipts: 





Loans and Pending Items. 

$ 280.33 


$ 46.156.43 

$ 46,156.43 

Interest . 

210.38 

$ 338.27 

i, 29 i .45 

1,629.72 

Cables . 

54-63 


306.64 

306.64 

Bank Exchange . 

2.60 


43-73 

43-73 

J. N. F'und Stamps. 



> 3-30 

13-30 

Johann Kremenetsky, Vienna. 

20.00 


20.00 

20.00 

Jewish Colonial Trust. 

145-50 


> 45-50 

145.50 

Jewish Nat’l Fund Bureau, Hague 


2,107.65 

2,107.65 

Foreign Exchange . 


51-75 

36.90 

88.65 

Total Other Receipts. 

■ $ 693.44 

$ 390-02 

$ 50,121.60 

$ 50,511.62 

Total Receipts . 

• $ 42,647.33 

$345,008.81 

$791,971.65 

$1,136,980.46 

Balances at beginning of Period 

. 21.866.72 


73,37546 



$ 64,514.05 

$345,008.81 

$ 865 , 347-11 

$1,136,980.46 


DISBURSEMENTS. 





10 mos. 

Year 

Sept. 8, 1914 


June 1-19, 

ended 

ended 

to 

Administration: 

1916 

June 30, 1915 

June 19, 1916 

June 19,1916 

Emergency Fund . 

. $ 6,961.66 

$ 40.550.83 

$101,394.02 

$141,944.85 

Relief Fund . 


37,9 it.81 

133.738.90 

171,650.71 

Institution Fund . 


4,76561 

10.346.20 

15,111.81 

School Children’s Fund. 



200.00 

200.00 

Shkolim . 

3,296.93 

13,211.98 

23,318.50 

36,530.48 

Nathan Straus . 



10.000.00 

10,000.00 

Total Administration . 

• $ 10.258.59 

$ 96,440.23 

$278,997.62 

$375,437.85 

Transfer Account . 

.$ 21,020.34 

$159,080.15 

$457,115.31 

$616,195.46 

Refunds . 

345-50 

1,251.81 

2.412.33 

3,664.14 

Total Transfer Account. 

• $ 21,365.84 

$160,331.96 

$459,527.64 

$619,859.60 

Other Disbursements: 





Loans and Pending Items. 

. $ 373.69 


$ 55.271.67 

$ 35.271.67 

Office Equipment . 

33-09 

$ 762.29 

1.400.45 

2,2^2.74 

Administrative Expenses . 

4 . 347-23 

14,098.87 

39,289.64 

53,388.51 

Arthur Ciarrels. Alexandria... 

47.00 


2,198.85 

2,198.85 

Jewish Colonial Trust. 



97->3 

97.13 

Dr. Jacob Tlion, Jaffa. 

9.73800 


10,103.550 

« TO, 103 .50 

Johann Kremenetzky, Vienna. 



20.00 

20.00 

Total Other Disbursements. 

.$ i 4 . 539 .oi 

$ 14,861.16 

$108,471.24 

$123,332.40 

Total Disbursements . 

. $ 46.163.44 

$271,633.35 

$846,996.50 

$1,118.629.85 

Balances at End of Period. 

18,350.61 

73 , 375-46 

18.350.61 

18,350.61 


$ 64,514.05 

$345,008.81 

$865.347.11 

$1,136,980.46 


WE HEREBY CERTIFY that we have audited the books and records of the Provisional Executive Committee for General 
Zionist Affairs at No. 44 E. Twenty-third Street, New York. N. Y., for the period from September 8, igt4, to June 19, 1916, 
and that the above Comparative Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements correctly sets forth all receipts and dis¬ 
bursements for the period stated and that the balances in banks on hand were duly verefied by us. 

(Signed) R. D. KESSELMAN & COMPANY, 

New York, June 28, 1916. Certified Public Accountants 
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The Temporary Chairman: With your kind permission, 
I will interrupt the regular proceedings of this morning by 
introducing to you the most important ally which Zionism has 
in America outside the Jewish rank. Rev. William E. Black- 
stone: 

DR. BLACKSTONE’S ADDRESS. 

Rev. Dr. William Blackstone: I deem it a privilege to 
be with you this morning. I have acted for 25 years or more, 
to do everything that was possible for the relief of Israel 
in every part of the world. Why should I, a Gentile and a 
Christian, have this intense desire to do something if it were 
possible, to help relieve the situation? I want to say to 
you frankly that from the most careful study of history and 
of the conditions of nations for the past 25 centuries, I could 
come to no other conclusion but that there exists no possible 
relief from the fearful conditions which have prevailed in 
the world, and which seem to have come to a climax of 
madness, destruction and despair, only that Israel might 
have her proper place among the nations of the world. And 
down deep in my soul and being, promoting every effort 
that I have tried to make, has been an intense and a burn¬ 
ing love for your people, and I believe it was planted by Him 
who said to Abraham, that in him and his seed all the na¬ 
tions of the earth arc to be blessed; and I believe that there 
can be no higher honor assigned to any person of the human 
race than that which God has in store for the sons of Abra¬ 
ham, Isaac and Jacob; and I look out of this maelstrom of 
conditions which exist in the world to-day, and I believe you 
will see as an outcome of present conditions in Europe such 
a tremendous change as will astonish every one of us. 

So I say to you, that whatever time and strength I have 
left is concentrated to do whatever I can in helping to ac¬ 
complish the purpose you have in mind, the restoration of 
Israel for the deliverance of the people of all the nations of 
the earth. 

The Temporary Chairman: Those of you who have read 
with care the petition presented twenty-five years ago by 
Mr. Blackstone and others, asking that the president of the 
United States use his influence in the calling together of a 
congress of the nations of the world to consider the Jewish 
problem with a view to the giving of Palestine to the Jews, 
must have been struck with the extraordinary coincidence 
that the arguments which Mr. Blackstone used in that peti¬ 
tion were in large part the arguments which the great Herzl 
presented five years later in setting forth to the world the 
needs and the hopes of the Jewish people. That coincidence, 
the arguments presented in America, arguments later pre¬ 
sented by Herzl without knowledge of the fact of what had 
been done in America, show how clearly and strongly 
founded they are. They come to all men who will regard 
in a clear and statesmanlike way the problems of the Jewish 
people. Now, ladies and gentlemen, let me present to you 
your new chairman. Dr. Wise. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise takes the chair and says: We meet, 
men and women, under the happiest and under the unhap- 
picst auspices. The unhappiest because the great world war is 
still a fact and as long as the war is, and as long as one-half 
the Jews of the world, and more, dwell within the war zones, 
our days remain full of sorrow- and tribulation, On the other 
hand, we meet under the hrfppiest of auspices for one thing: 
The one land in which war is not, in which the people of 
Israel have been free from hurt and loss and slaughter, 
the one land in which our brothers among war lands have 
been saved, is the land of Israel. We have been warned for 
years that it is dangerous to transport the Jews of Europe 
to Palestine. I do not know of one Jew in Palestine who 
has been killed in this war, save in honorable warfare. The 
Jews of Palestine have not been killed like dogs as they 
have been killed in other lands in which they dwell. 

We meet under the happiest of auspices because we have 
been able to help, not adequately—not in the measure of 
our strength, but we have done something. But what we 
have given this year will be increased next year. And there 
is another reason for happiness, and I think, as does the 
honorary president of our Provisional Committee, as does our 
good friend -Dr,. Blackstone, I believe as you that the out¬ 
look for Zionism has never been so good in nineteen hun¬ 
dred years. Much, if not everything, depends upon the next 
year, which we pray God may be the last year of the war. 
For the next year must be one of forward work. It has been 


said that the budget of next year is to total $240,000, which 
seems a significant sum by the side of the budget of the 
Zionist Federation of 1913-1914, a considerable though not a 
very large increase, but, men and women, next year we 
must go forward and I warn you now that $240,000 is not 
going to be the budget of 1917-18, for the day must come 
and come soon when we shall be prepared to give, not in 
the thousands or ten thousands, but if needs be in the mill¬ 
ions—all that we have» and all that we are—for our people 
and our people’s cause. It seems to me one of the great and 
challenged tasks of next year must be the task of permeating 
those Jewish bodies, fraternal, social, of every character, 
which up to this time have remained as bodies, uncommitted 
to the Zionist movement. It is not enough, it is very little 
to capture the individuals of an organization. We do not 
want to capture individuals, we want to convince American 
Israel. One man, ten men, fifty men, may forsake us. 
Such things have happened before, but when the people are 
convinced, when the people are ours, no man is strong enough 
to mislead them. To pledge their further allegiance to their 
and our common cause in a spirit of possible endeavor, 
firmly and yet tolerantly, we must go out, everyone of us to 
seek to win the masses of the Jewish people, for we want 
Zionism to be a movement that grows from the roots, a 
movement that is strong because it bears within itself the 
strength of the whole people. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: I am under no illusions what¬ 
ever as to the insufficiency of my strength, such as it is, for 
the great task to which I have been called by a not-wholly 
regrettable appointment on the part of the President of the 
United States and I realize that I cannot, do not, may not 
hope to bring the strength, the wisdom, the statesmanship, 
the genius for leadership which have been of such tran¬ 
scendent service to our people during the past two years. 

My fellow Zionists, this I will say: As long as you de¬ 
sire to command my service, as long as God gives me 
strength to bear the burdens to which you have called me, 
I mean to give every atom of my strength to the Holy 
Cause, which is yours and mine. I must confess with ut¬ 
most frankness, facing as I do a tribunal before which the 
truth must always be spoken, that I would not have dreamed 
of accepting the responsibility of this office, did I not feel 
that my appointment is in some degree, in a large degree, 
wholly I devoutly hope, a nominal and technical one and 
that even though we prefix titles to his name, we have and 
whilst he lives we shall have—one Leader. It was only one 
of a piece of business which the chairman of the committee 
must perform to-day, to introduce to this meeting our unlost 
leader, Louis D. Brandeis. 

Justice Louis D. Brandeis then delivered an address on 
various phases of Zionist work, pointing to the methods that 
should be employed in making the Zionist movement an effi¬ 
cient organization. He also expressed the hope that the 
Congress movement would ultimately convince its opponents 
of the wisdom and justice of the cause. 

The Chairman: I want to ask that permission be granted, 
which I assume I may grant, for the presentation of a reso¬ 
lution, perhaps not to be presented in the terms of a resolu¬ 
tion, but a resolution which will in spirit express our purpose. 

Mr. Lipsky: According to the financial statement made 
here this morning by Mr. Lewin-Epstein and Mr. de Haas, it 
is estimated that the budget of the Provisional Committee 
will require $240,000 for the year. This $240,000 is intended 
to cover, as the chairman has just observed, the Emergency 
Fund of the Provisional Committee. In view of the fact 
that there will, in all probability, arise conditions and circum¬ 
stances that may require the raising of larger sums, it is 
deemed advisable to introduce at this conference a resolu¬ 
tion giving authority to the Provisional Committee to meet 
unforseen emergencies. I therefore move: 

“In view of the constructive relief measures the Provi¬ 
sional Zionist Committee may be required to undertake dur¬ 
ing the coming year on behalf of Zionist interests in Pales¬ 
tine, this Conference gives its sanction and authority to the 
Provisional Zionist Committee to issue stock for the raising 
of one million dollars as a loan fund for Palestine, in such 
manner and at such time as in its discretion it may deem 
necessary.” 

The motion was unanimously carried. The meeting was 
then adjourned. 
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The Federation Convention 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

The convention of the Federation of American Zionists 
was opened on Sunday afternoon, July 2d, at 3 P. M., in the 
Broad Street Theatre. The theatre was filled with delegates 
and visitors. 

The session was opened by Dr. S. Solis-Cohen, honorary 
president of the Philadelphia Convention Committee. Dr. 
Cohen was expected to deliver the greetings of the Zionists 
of Philadelphia. He reviewed the Zionist situation and made 
a strong plea for peace with the forces opposing the congress. 

Dr. Harry Friedenwald, president of the Federation, then 
took the chair. Opening the proceedings of the Convention, 
he first called upon Mr. Louis Edward Levy, to extend the 
greetings of the Philadelphia Jewish Community. Mr. Levy 
wished the convention success ,and expressed the hope that 
peace and harmony would reign. Dr. Friedenwald then de¬ 
livered the following message: 

ADDRESS OF DR. HARRY FRIEDENWALD. 

The honor devolves upon me as President of the Federa¬ 
tion of American Zionists to open this, the 19th annual Con 
vention. It is eleven years since the Federation last con¬ 
vened in this hospitable city. We look with amazement 
upon the progress that has been made, at the splendid 
growth of our organization. It is especially during the past 
two years that the greatest development has occurred. 
When the war began, the Federation was weak, but the re¬ 
sponsibility which was suddenly thrown upon the shoulders 
of American Zionists, instead of crushing the weak organiza¬ 
tion, brought about tremendous effort resulting in an in¬ 
creased strength. The Provisional Committee for General 
Zionist Affairs was formed under the leadership of that able, 
tireless, wise and devoted man, whose services we cannot 
over state and whose recent elevation to the Supreme Court 
of the United States fills us with just pride. At the call of 
this Committee, members, friends and sympathizers came to 
the rescue of the international organization whose existence 
was threatened by the war, and to the support of our in¬ 
stitutions and our settlements in Palestine. As a result of 
this activity the Federation of American Zionists has grown 
in strength, in members. Men and women of influence and 
power joined the organization and gave it the aid of their 
enthusiasm and ability. Organizations with large member¬ 
ship, which had previously shown no interest in our move¬ 
ment, joined it. New societies sprang up in all parts of the 
country and gave the support which an organization like 
ours resting upon the strong .foundation of popular senti¬ 
ment and popular will, demands. Corresponding with this 
growth, there has been a constantly increasing supply of 
the financial means which were so greatly needed. For the 
demands made upon the organization grew still more rap¬ 
idly. To those of us who remember the time, not long since, 
when the annual income of the Federation was limited to a 
few thousand dollars and when an increase of a thousand 
more was looked upon as impossible, it is a source of satis¬ 
faction to witness the enormous accomplishment during the 
past two years. In our wildest dreams we would not have 
dared to deal with such figures. These sums have been 
gotten together from every state, city and town in this coun¬ 
try: they have enabled the Federation to carry on its work 
and have furnished the Provisional Committee with the 
means to keep alive the Zionist Organization and to sup¬ 
port all our institutions and activities in Palestine in so far 
as it was at all possible during the war. 

I mention this not with a desire to boast of the work that 
has been done. I mention it because it is the evidence of 
interest which our movement has awakened, of the intense 
and broad sympathy with which our people throughout the 
country have responded to the ideal of Zionism. I mention 
it because it is a criticism of what might have been done in 
the days before the war. showing us how far wc fell short of 
our duty in those days. And I mention it for one more reason 
—the most important of all: these large sums of money have 
been contributed during a period when our people have 
been taxed as never before to aid our suffering brothers and 
sisters in the War Zone; we see in this the hope, the as¬ 
surance that when normal conditions again return with peace, 
we can look forward to large financial aid and to a’ period 
of increased activity and of greater accomplishment than 
ever hoped for in years gone by. 


But I do not wish to occupy your time with a considera¬ 
tion of financial conditions, important as they are, necessary 
as they are to the existence of our organization and the de¬ 
velopment of our work. The financial problems have indeed 
been so pressing that we have given little attention to the 
others, perhaps more important activities of our organiza¬ 
tion. We have all felt the great need of literature dealing 
with Zionism in its many aspects, historic, philosophic, re¬ 
ligious, cultural as well as literature dealing with the prac¬ 
tical accomplishments of Zionism during the last quarter of 
a century. Pamphlets and articles have been published in 
abundance. But comprehensive and authoritative works, 
books and monographs, dealing fundamentally and thoroughly 
with all the phases of Zionism, are required, especially at 
this period when the interest of the movement has become 
so widespread. The need of this literature is felt quite as- 
much among non-Jews as among Jews. There is great need 
of such literature among our Zionist ranks, for even here we 
find misconception and misinformation. Through a supply 
of proper literature and through study, these errors can be 
corrected. 

We still hear the elementary misconceptions from the 
lips of critics—even from the lips of rabbis. We still hear 
that Zionism aims at creating an independent State, whereas 
the declaration has been made and made repeatedly by those 
entitled to speak for us that we are striving to create a 
Jewish settlement in Palestine with such local self-govern¬ 
ment as is commonly implied by the term Home Rule, with 
loyal and devoted support to Turkey. It is, however, not so 
much with Zionism in its external relations as in its internal 
relations that fundamental errors and fallacies are current. 
The program of the Zionist organization has been accurately 
stated, but this is only what it is defined to be, a program 
of the Zionist organization. It is not Zionism. Zionism is 
not colonization of Palestine, not the rebirth of Hebrew. 
The splendid agricultural colonies in Palestine, the educa¬ 
tional institutions, the financial institutions have been created 
by Zionism, but they arc not Zionism. All of these are the 
instruments, the means, and the forms through which Zion¬ 
ism is realizing itself. For Zionism is an idea and an ideal. 
This idea is the will of the Jewish people to return to its 
own normal, national life on its ancestral soil, the will of the 
Jewish People to free itself from the fetters of foreign en¬ 
vironments, of physical and of spiritual slavery, and to de¬ 
velop itself according to its own character, its own peculiari¬ 
ties, its own talents. The ideal of Zionism is a great and 
noble national development through which the Jewish People 
shall once again contribute its share to the progress of 
civilization and the advance of mankind. Ideas like these, 
the heritage of ages, ideals like these born of optimism, of 
self-confidence, and of ardent love of one's people and of 
mankind, cannot be framed as an article of faith or as a 
cold statement of action. Zionism which reaches far back 
into our early history and far forward into that time when 
the present will be the ancient past, Zionism, which is based 
upon a study of our people, as well as on a study of other 
nations, great and small, and is founded equally upon na¬ 
tional desires, impulses and will, cannot be condensed into a 
formula. Zionists who are convinced of the logic of their 
position, who look with hope to future achievement, who feci 
in their very souls the eternal truth and right of Zionism, 
have a point of view on things Jewish, have an outlook on 
Jewish life and activities quite different from those whose 
only hope for Israel lies in the gradual extension of in¬ 
dividual liberty and the removal everywhere of Jewish dis¬ 
ability. quite different too from those whose only hope for 
Israel lies in its gradual disappearance among the nations. 
The Zionist attitude toward all Jewish problems differs from 
those of his brother Jews, his action derives another direc¬ 
tion. The non-Zionists and the anti-Zionists interpret the 
difference of our actions to motives far from the true ones, 
for they fail to sec the underlying all prevading Jewish out¬ 
look which fills us with hope in the future and guides with 
clear definition our life in the present. 

We are criticized even at times by those who call them¬ 
selves Zionists, for engaging in other affairs Jewish, outside 
the narrower field of Palestinian activity. How mistaken the 
criticism. As though the Zionist was concerned on'v about 
those who have settled or who will settle in Palestine, and 
not about the Tewish people, the whole Jewish People of 
which he is an integral part, to whose past and present and 
future he feels bis own life to be indissolubly bound. 
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Nowhere has this difference of attitude presented itself 
more sharply than in the problems growing out of the war 
■or accentuated by it. Let us assure those who differ from 
us that it was not a desire to oppose, nor a perverse intent 
ito disagree, that led the Zionists of this country,as well as 
those of all other countries where the questions could be 
rfreely discussed, to join in the Congress movement. The 
.Zionist view of Jewish life made any other action impossible. 
The Jewish people, not Jewish citizens of this or that land, 
but the Jewish people, represented by Jews from any or all 
lands, must make its highest effort to secure for itself the 
justice and the rights of which it has so long been deprived. 
The Jewish People do not exist according to the views of 
some. How is it possible for them and for us to view their 
problem alike, how is it possible for them and for us to ac¬ 
cept the same solution? How can those who regard it as 
treasonable to speak of the Jewish People as a nation join 
with us in the demand for national rights in those lands 
where the various other nationalities enjoy such rights? 
When the Congress idea arose before American Jewry and the 
Federation and the Provisional Committee saw that it was 
in harmony with the methods and aims of Zionism, our or¬ 
ganization joined in the movement. While this does not re¬ 
quire, that every Zionist shall share these views or partici¬ 
pate in this activity, the action of the organization binds 
the members to refrain from further opposition. I have used 
but one example to show the difference of attitude between 
Zionists and others. I might take up every phase of Jewish 
life and Jewish activity and point out to you the definite lines 
into which the Zionist attitude leads. I might point to Jew¬ 
ish education, Jewish charity, Jewish religious life. The same 
clear outlook, the same definite point of view lead us to 
action differing from that of other Jews. For in all phases 
of Jewish life, individual, communal and national, Zionism 
presents an aim distant perhaps but none the less clearly seen 
toward which we can direct our energies, a purpose worth 
striving for, an end full of hope and recompense and joy. 

I have dwelt on the Zionist outlook because I wish to 
emphasize the necessity of a better understanding of Zion¬ 
ism, for a deeper realization of its scope. We have among 
us the greatest Jewish scholars of this land, historians and 
philosophers, scholars learned in every field, of Jewish Lit¬ 
erature. It is from them that we must secure those works 
on Zionism, which, as I stated before, shall furnish all the 
material for a thorough and profound study. The Federa¬ 
tion must direct itself earnestly to this question;—I feel sure 
that we have the men who could supply us with an Ency¬ 
clopedia of Zionism. 

We have extended our numbers, we have spread Zionism 
through the great masses of our People. The time has now 
come for us to intensify it, to enable non-Zionists to under¬ 
stand, to remove the misconception and the errors, and 
what is still more important, to make it possible for Zionists 
to understand Zionism in all its phases, to fit them for the 
highest service they can render to our people, to instill into 
them that great ideal, which puts purpose and completeness 
into their life, gives joy to their service and holds out hope 
for their future. We have broadened Zionism, the time has 
come to deepen it! 

The Chairman: (Dr. Friedenwald) : I shall recognize 
Dr. Pool to read a memorial list of the Zionists who have 
passed away during the year, 

MEMORIAL LIST. 

Dr. Pool said: We make mention of Dr. Hugo Zucker- 
«nan, a lawyer and poet of Vienna, in his youth a leader of 
student Zionists through the Kadimah, later a leader of 
Zionism in Western Austria, who brought many sacrifices to 
cur cause and who all too soon fell on the battlefield. 

Dr. Moskowitz of Roumania, for a time a servant to our 
cause as a member of the Actions Comite, who gave up 
comfort and ease to become a pioneer settler in Palestine, 
where he gave loving and wise service to his people as a 
•physician and a friend in Rechoboth, and who in the end 
met his death while serving the people whom he loved and 
t>y whom he was loved in the land he loved. 

Dr. Solomon Schechter, president of the Jewish Theologi¬ 
cal Seminary of America, profound scholar and brilliant es¬ 
sayist, who contributed to the elucidation of Zionist thought, 
And who ever set in the fore-front of Zionism its spiritual 
Appeal as an expression of hallowed Jewish tradition and 
■who aided in the development of the Zionist organization in 
America, especially through the influence of his thought 


upon the rabbi-graduates of the institution of learning over 
which he presided. 

E. P. Schinsky, of New York, who during the early days 
of Zionism in America, gave unstintingly of his time and 
thought to the work of interesting the Jews of America in 
the upbuilding of the Jewish Colonial Trust, of which he 
was a faithful servant. 

Max Kolinsky of Cleveland, a zealous and loyal Zionist, 
ever ready to make sacrifices for the cause, an evcr-hclpfui 
delegate to our annual conventions, and a steady and per¬ 
sistent worker in the Jewish community of the city wliere 
he resided. 

Samuel Goldstein of California, who served the cause 
faithfully at all times, especially so during the past few years, 
spreading the seed of Zionism on his travels, a consistent, 
courageous man. 

We also mention the name of Sholom Aleichem, the man 
who wrote of the humor of Jewish life, and depicted that 
life with a loving pen; who created in his works a gallery 
of Jewish portraits that will be long remembered, and who 
indelibly recorded the whims and caprices, as well as the 
patiios of Jewish life, its idiom, its habits, its hopes and as¬ 
pirations. 

We also make solemn but proud mention of our com¬ 
rades, the young Zionists of Austria, Russia, Germany, 
France, Italy, England, Turkey and Belgium who fell on the 
battlefields in the prime of life in defence of the lands of 
their birth. 

Honor be to their memory. 

Dr. Schmarya Levin then delivered the greetings of the 
Inner Actions Comite. He spoke of the sturdy courage of 
the Zionists of Europe who, in spite of the great sacrifices 
they have been called to make for the lands of their birth, 
have managed to maintain their Zionist organizations. He 
then turned to American Zionist conditions. He said that 
the differences that have arisen in American Jewry are due 
to differences in principle between the Zionists and non- 
Zionists, and there can be no peace under such circumstances 
without one or the other of the principles being displaced. 
We cannot make peace with those who propose that Israel 
is not a nation. The fight against assimilation is not an 
American conflict, but ail international Jewish conflict. 

Dr. Louis S. Rubinsohn, grandmaster of the Independent 
Order Brith Sholom then delivered the greetings of his 
organization, saying: 

ADDRESS OF DR. LOUIS S. RUBINSOHN. 

It is indeed an honor to be here with you this afternoon 
and bid you welcome to this City of Brotherly Love on behalf 
of the Independent Order Brith Sholom. 

When I addressed your Convention in Boston last year, 
and told you that the Independent Order Brith Sholom 
had, at its Convention in Hartford, pledged its sup¬ 
port to the cause of Zionism, I was really dubious as to 
the outcome. It is, therefore, with a feeling of pride that 
I come to you now and say that the pledge of the Convention 
of 1915 has been faithfully adhered to. Only a few weeks 
ago, in the City of Scranton, my stand on Zionism was 
heartily endorsed by the delegates of our Convention there 
assembled, and it was decided that another day be appointed 
as a “ Shekel Day ” on which day members of our Order 
would make their voluntary contributions to the Zionist Fund. 

The Independent Order Brith Sholom is primarily 
a beneficial fraternal order. Our interest and sup¬ 
port of your program is but of recent origin. It is incum¬ 
bent upon you to cooperate with us if you desire us to 
increase our activities in your behalf. I have cleared the 
path for you to enter. See to it that by suitable propaganda 
you take advantage of the large field which I have opened 
for you, and within which your activities may be greatly 
increased and the road to success made easier. 

I trust that your stay within our midst will be a pleasant 
one, and that the cause for which you are here assembled 
to deliberate will be crowned with success within a very 
short time.” 
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Mr. Isaac Weiss, a representative of the Independent 
Order Brith Abraham, spoke in the name of his organiza¬ 
tion. He defended the action of his grandmaster in the Con¬ 
gress movement, and asked for tolerance and understanding 
of the good motives of his leader in adopting the policy of 
going to the American Jewish Committee conference for the 
sake of peace. 

Mr. Joseph Barondess spoke of the good work done by 
the Order Sons of Zion, of the growth of the Order, of what 
it had done for the Emergency Fund and for the National 
Fund. 

Miss Henrietta Szold, chairmann of the Central Committee 
of Hadassah, presented a report for her organization, in 
which she said: 

HADASSAH REPORT 

The representative of an organization detailed to report 
what its progress during a stated period has been, finds it 
so difficult to resist the temptation to over-statement, that 
when the duty of putting the Hadassah record since the 
Boston Convention before this assemblage was laid upon 
me, I determined to make of myself a voice, and nothing 
besides—a human phonograph. Insofar as possible, I shall 
clothe my statements in figures and leave the interpretation 
to you. 

At the Boston Convention Hadassah numbered fifteen or¬ 
ganizations, with nearly eleven hundred members. We have 
come to Philadelphia twenty-six strong, and this very day 
a charter is being issued to a new Chapter in Los Angeles, 
which we shall remember as the Philadelphia Convention 
Chapter, making the twenty-seventh link in our chain, and 
raising our membership to one thousand .eight hundred and 
seventy-five regular members, for all except thirty-two of 
whom the Shekel Tax and the Federation Tax have been 
paid in full. 

In the fiscal year 1915, our Chapters remitted to us in 
Palestine contributions, being fifty per cent, of the dues, the 
sum of $1 .743 59 . This should be compared with the re¬ 
ceipts during the Convention year, or from July, 1915, to 
July, 1916, which were $2,880.46; or still better they should 
be compared with the receipts from the same source during 
the first half of 1916, which amounts to $2,197.73. In other 
words, if our Chapters fulfill the promise made by the first 
half of the current fiscal year in the second half ,we shall 
have derived from them $2,500 more than last year, or a 
larger sum by $800 than the receipts for the whole year 1916. 

Again .during the Convention period, 1915-1916, there was 
remitted through and by Hadassah the sum of $12,471.74 to 
the Emergency Fund of the Provisional Executive Commit¬ 
tee for General Zionist Affairs, nearly two thousand dollars 
more than in the previous Convention period. This at least 
is the sum known to have been remitted through Hadassah. 
Since meeting some of the delegates from distant Chapters, 
it has appeared that sums due to the effort of Hadassah have 
not yet been credited to our organization. 

Hadassah has co-operated in raising these funds as well 
as the moneys for the National Fund with the other local 
Zionist organizations in each city. Especially in those places 
and sections in which the Provisional Committee has estab¬ 
lished Bureaus, or the Federation has brought about a city 
organization, Hadassah has taken its due place in the per¬ 
formance of Zionist duties by the side of other organizations. 

During the year there have been issued by Hadassah 
monthly Bulletins at regular intervals devoted wholly to the 
interests of the organization as such. 

Of the sum remitted to the Emergency Fund, $4,800 rep¬ 
resents the budget of Hadassah in Palestine and Alexandria. 
Though our two American representatives were for personal 
reasons compelled to return to this country, the tasks we 
undertook in Jerusalem have been neither interrupted nor 
diminished. In point of fact, our Palestinian activities have 
from certain points of view been enlarged. The trachoma 
work is now being done in twenty schools instead of eighteen, 
the new schools being the Hungarian Talmud Torah and the 
Tachkemoni School. The percentage of trachoma among 
the 3,516 children in January was 12.38% as compared with 
14.69% in January, 1915, and over 20% in January, 1914. If 


the new schools, in which the percentages are as high as 25 
and 19% are eliminated, the percentage would be only 11.78%. 
Those who are acquainted with conditions in the East will 
appreciate what the diminished percentages of trachoma 
among school children mean. No higher tribute can be paid 
to our nurses than to mention the fact that when they left 
Palestine, the work they had undertaken was so perfectly 
systematized, that it could be carried on without them. In 
Doctor Bertha Kagan, a young woman physician, they found 
a successor who emulates their example from the point of 
view of organization as well as technical skill. She super¬ 
vises the work of six mid-wives, and reported in the month 
of January thirty-two cases and in the month of February 
thirty-four cases. Since then the censor has refused to let 
us have the information which we are confident Doctor 
Kagan has forwarded to us. 

In view of the fact that the departure of our nurses de¬ 
prived the population of the comfort of their visits, Doctor 
Kagan advised us to establish a Polyclinic for women and 
children. This was done, the work was inaugurated on Jan¬ 
uary 24. During February Doctor Kagan treated three hun¬ 
dred and seventy-eight patients in the new Polyclinic. At 
the urgent advice of Mr. Louis H. Levin, the manager of 
the Vulcan expedition, Hadassah undertook to furnish a 
nurse's care to the Palestinian refugees in Alexandria. Mr. 
William C. Hornblowcr, the Director of the Refugee’s En¬ 
campments, writes in terms of highest praise of the change 
that has taken place in the health and cleanlitiess of the re¬ 
fugees since Miss Kaplan’s arrival in Alexandria, the same 
Miss Kaplan who was our chief nurse in Jerusalem and who 
could not but heed the call of the East when she was made 
to hear it. I may say parenthetically that Miss Landy, our 
second nurse, longs with equal ardor to return to her pion¬ 
eer task in Jerusalem. 

At present Hadassah is engaged in still further expanding 
its work. It was understood that no enlargement of the 
work should take place during the war period, unless specific 
funds for the purpose could be secured. Such funds have 
come to us from the Chicago Palestine Welfare Committee 
in the amount of $100 monthly. This enables us to duplicate 
the Jerusalem maternity work in Jaffa and the nearby Judean 
colonies. Nothing can better illustrate the sore stress in 
which the new Yishub finds itself in these gloomy days than 
the fact that Jaffa, the proud, the independent, the type of 
the new settlement has had to resort to outside help for its 
elementary work. 

When Miss Landy returned from Palestine she brought us 
a message from Frau Doktor Thon indicating that Hadas- 
sah’s help was needed in Jaffa, as it had been in Jerusalem, 
and through the generosity and devotion of the Chicago 
Palestine Welfare Committee, we are in a position to 
respond. 

A similar association, the Palestine Welfare Committee of 
Pittsburgh, has enabled us by a gift of $500 to enlarge our 
fund for medicines and goods which we have been remitting 
regularly to Doctor Ticho and Doctor Kagan, to use for the 
benefit of their patients. Doctor Ticho never fails to remind 
11s that nothing is more conducive to the spread of trachoma 
than the malnutrition of children, malnutrition which in these 
days has become a euphemism for starvation. 

As in all human affairs, so in Hadassah there remains a 
residue that cannot be expressed in statistics. Hadassah is 
not an abstract organization, but a living, glowing personal¬ 
ity, throbbing with the emotion and sympathy of her queenly 
namesake. Go from Chapter to Chapter in Hadassah and 
see how the number of workers has grown. But listen to 
what the workers have to say regarding Hadassah's influence 
upon their own lives. If it were proper to become personal, 
I might mention to you a dozen who have told me that 
Hadassah constitutes their happiness, has given content to 
their Jewish life, has awakened them from the apathy into 
which they have fallen. 

Dr. David de Sola Pool, president of Young Judaea, then 
reported for his organization. He said: 
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YOUNG JUDAEA REPORT. 

It is not necessary for me at this time to burden you with 
a detailed report of the work done by Young Judaea during 
the past year, since the annual report of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the Federation will tell of our growth in numbers, 
the greatest we have ever known. It will tell you of our 
strengthened organization. It will tell you how Young 
Judaea is getting the entree into Talmud Torahs, Religious 
Schools, Synagogues, and Junior Congregations, to the 
mutual advantage of these religious organizations and of 
Young Judaea. It will tell you of the far flung line of public 
celebrations of the national Jewish holidays through which 
the Young Judaea idea is brought to tens of thousands of 
Jewish boys and girls. It will tell you of steady sowing 
of the seed of Zionist thought and sympathy through the 
Young Judaean, our healthy, manly and proudly Jewish 
monthly magazine for the Jewish Youth. It will tell you 
this and more. 

All that I need to do at this moment is to tell you in these 
general terms of Young Judaea’s remarkable growth under 
the auspices of the Federation. 

In these days when all America is talking of preparedness 
Young Judaea brings to the Zionist movement of America 
the true doctrine of Jewish preparedness, the preparing of a 
Jewish army to fight for the victory of the Jewish cause. 
The work of junior Zionism done by Young Judaea takes the 
American Jewish boy or girl and bathes them in a Jewish 
atmosphere. More important than this, it takes the adoles¬ 
cent in his years of doubt and turmoil, stress and rebellion, 
conflicting loyalties and gropings after freedom, and gently 
but surely guides him through those dangerous transition 
years, leading him from the alluring path of defection to the 
high road that is hedged with Jewish interests, and leading 
him on in the end to Jewish rest, Jewish loyalty, Jewish 
freedom — to Zion. 

Young Judaea laughs to scorn that unreal bogy conjured 
up by so many — the spectre of Americanism being deflected 
by Zionism. For Young Judaea, working to a large extent 
with the native born American youth who have been trained 
in the public schools of this country and whose fervid 
Americanism is above the shadow of a suspicion, does not 
weaken that patriotism, but succeeds in strengthening that 
American loyalty by co-ordinating it with Jewish loyalty. 
Young Judaea, by its inculcation of loyalty to the traditions 
of the past, by its turning the hearts of the parents to the 
children and the hearts of the children to the parents, by its 
awakening in the young a true national feeling that is not 
narrowly limited by geographical lines, and by its opening 
up a vision of a national future that calls for present work 
and responsibility, succeeds in deepening in the youth his 
conception of what is meant by and demanded by national 
loyalty. It changes a narrow Americanism into a patriotism 
seen in the light of world problems and changes a shallow 
flag waving Americanism into a deeply founded appreciation 
of freedom through democracy, the American idea and the 
Jewish idea. 

The work of the Federation of American Zionists has 
shown extraordinary development. But however brilliant 
this development may be, however successful our work may 
be, however widely it expands, it would none the less be 
intrinsically a failure without Young Judaea. It would be 
building without an outlook bounded by the present. Young 
Judaea is the Jewish youth organized. It is the future Zion¬ 
ist army being drilled, trained and equipped to fight the 
battle that brings not death but life. Young Judaea gives to 
our cause the energy of youth, the enthusiasm of youth, the 
idealism of youth. Young Judaea pledges to us the ultimate 
success of our work. Young Judaea pledges to us the 
future. 

Mr. Lipsky: I recommend the appointment of the fol¬ 
lowing committees who are to take up their work at once: 
The Committee on Rules to report at the Monday morning 
session; the Committee on Congress to report at twelve 
on Monday, and the Credentials Committee which is to take 
up at once the validation of all credentials. 


COMMITTEE ON RULES. 

Mlaurice L. Avner, Chairman, of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Max Perlman, of New York. 

Joseph Jasin, of Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Dr. B. L. Gordon, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Edward Kahn, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rabbi Adolph Coblenz, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Miss Dora Lurie, Boston, Mass. 

Max Greenberg, Hazleton, Pa. 

Edward Harris, Chicago, Ill. 

Dr. Phillip Sher, Omaha, Neb. 

Miss Gross, Cleveland, Ohio. 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

Max G. Baron, Chairman, of St. Louis, Mo. 

S. D. Solomon, of Syracuse, N. Y. 

David Alpher, of Washington. D. C. 

Joseph Josephson, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Lester Paley, of Rochester, N. Y. 

Leo Jolles, of Boston, Mass. 

Ezekiel Rabinowitz, of New' York. 

Samuel Wiesen, of New York. 

E. E. Lisitzky, of Buffalo, N. Y. 

J. J. Jacobs, of Orange, N. J. 

Miss Annie Pailet, of New Orleans, La. 

COMMITTEE ON CONGRESS. 

Rabbi Samuel Margolis, Chairman, of Cleveland, Ohio. 

Leon Kohn, of Newark, N. J. 

Frank Schcchter, of New York. 

Charles A. Cowen of New York. 

B. G. Richards, of New York. 

Julius Meyer, Boston, Mass. 

A. H. Fromenson, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. Meyer Freed, of Worcester, Mass. 

Dr. S. Burg, of San Antonio, Tex. 

Dr. B. L. Gordon, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

The naming of these committees was approved by the 
convention upon motion. 

Mr. Lipsky was recognized and moved that all other 
reports be laid over until the following morning, and that the 
convention adjourn to meet again on Monday morning in 
Horticultural Hall. The motion was carried. The conven¬ 
tion then adjourned. 


MONDAY’S SESSION 

The first regular session of the Federation Convention 
was opened on Monday morning, July 3 r( L Horticultural 
Hall, Louis Lipsky presiding. 

Mr. B. A. Rosenblatt of New York read telegrams of 
congratulation from: The Zeirie Zion of Springfield; Gen¬ 
eral Executive Jewish National Workers Alliance, New York; 
Tikvvath Zion Society, Birmingham, Ala.; Newport Zionist 
Society, Newport, Ky.; M. J. Finkelstein, President, Zionist 
Council of Winnipeg; American Jewish Congress, per Ber¬ 
nard G. Richards, Sec., New York; Dorshe Zion, Brockton, 
Mass.; M. I. Silverman, Norwich, Conn.; J. Ginsburg, Roch¬ 
ester, N. Y.; New London, Conn. Chapter of Hadassah; Tik- 
vath Zion of North Adams, Mass., per J. H. Geller, Sec.: 
Hagudath Haivry Hazair of Philadelphia; Leo Wolfson of 
New' York; Leon Shevitz, Sec., Worcester Zionist Society, 
Worcester, Mass.; Benjamin Futernik, Grand Master, Jewish 
Progressive Order of Philadelphia; also letters of congratu¬ 
lations from: O. Warburg for the Actions Committee; Dr. 
Jacobson and Rosenbluth of the Inner Actions Committee; 
Dr. Arthur Hantke for the Actions Committee; Clarence I. 
de Sola, President, Federation of Zionist Societies of Canada. 
There was also a telegram from the Emergency Relief Com¬ 
mittee of Portsmouth, Va., stating that $75 had been raised 
on Emergency Fund Day by the Ezrath Zion, the Hadassah 
and the Daughters of Zion of Portsmouth. 

Mr. Avner of Pittsburgh reported for the Committee on 
Rules. 

A motion was made and seconded to accept the report 
of the Committee on Rules with the amendment that ten 
instead of fifteen signatures be required for a nomination. 
Discussion on the question w-as participated in by Mr. Rabol- 
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sky of Boston, Mr. E. Ish-Kishor, of New York, and others. 
A motion to accept the report of the Committee on Rules 
unamended was made, seconded and carried. 

The chairman presented the following list of convention 
committees: 

HEBREW PROPAGANDA COMMITTEE. 

Dr. Myer Waxman, Chairman, New York. 

Rev. M. Kowalsky, Springfield, Mass. 

A. E. Orlans, New York. 

E. N. Ish-Kishor, New York. 

Nathan T. Isaacs, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Jacob Farbstein, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Dr. Paul Chertoff, Rochester, N. Y. 

Nathan Glosser, Johnson, Pa. 

Rabbi J. Silver, Norwich, Conn. 

George Lubarsky, New York. 

Dr. Oscar Levins Philadelphia, Pa. 

COMMITTEE ON CO-ORDINATION OF COLLEGIATE 
ZIONIST WORK. 

Dr. H. M. Kallen, Chairman, Boston, Mass. 

Israel N. Thurman, New York. 

Elisha Friedman, New York. 

Max L. Margolies, Philadelphia. Pa. 

Miss Susan Brandeis, Boston, Mass. 

Benjamin L. Bernstein, Chicago. Ill. 

Mrs. Maude Gais, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Jacob Hoffman, Philadelphia, N. Y. 

Frank Astor, Newport News, Va. 

Miss Fannie Rosenthal, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. David Blondheim, Urbana, Ill. 

EMERGENCY FUND COMMITTEE. 

Charles A. Cowen, Chairman, New York. 

I. L. Bril, New York. 

Aleck E. Wagman, Newburyport, Mass. 

Nathan Weinstein, Portland, Ore. 

Sylvan Kohn, Newark, N. J. 

Max Krich, Vineland, N. J. 

Samuel Marcus, New York. 

Nathan Brenner, Albany, N. Y. 

I. Hassin, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

B. Jacobson, Elizabeth. N. Y. 

Rev. A. H. Kahn, St. Paul, Minn. 

W. Markowitz, Chicago, Ill. 

COMMITTEE ON GENERAL RELIEF. 

E. W. Lewin-Epstcin, Chairman, New York. 

Victor Schwarz, New York. 

Nathan Pinansky, Boston, Mass. 

Boris Kazmann, Battle Creek, Mich. 

1 . Fogel, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mrs. I. Biskind, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Moses Ades, Louisville, Ky. 

L. M. Cohen, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Emanuel Fisher, Hoboken, N. J. 

Rev. H. H. Friedlander, Worcester, Mass. 

Rev. Julius Silbcrfeld, Newark, N. J. 

ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE. 

Joshua Sprayregen, Chairman, New York. 

Morris Friedman, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Leon Zolotkoff, Chicago, Ill. 

Jacob de Haas, Boston. Mass. 

Philip Schotland, Newark, N. J. 

Rabbi Louis Goldberg, Norfolk, Va. 

Morris Rothcnbcrg, New York. 

S. Abel, New York. 

Mrs. Richard Gotthcil, New York. 

Moritz Roscman, Green Bay, Wis. 

Boris Kazmann, Battle Creek, Mich. 

COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE. 

Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Chairman, New Y'ork. 

Sylvan Robison, New York. 

S. Frankel, Providence, R. I. 

Rabbi A. M. Hershman, Detroit, Mich. 

Michael Salit, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

S. S. Bloom, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Jacob Rubinowitz, Boston, Mass. 

Mrs. Emil Crockin, Baltimore, Md. 

Harry Kaplan, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dr. Albert Kaufman, Wilkes Barrc, Pa. 
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Dr. A. M. Hilkovitz, New York. 

COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL ORDERS. 

Allan Davis, Chairman, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Harry M. Levenson, Boston, Mass. 

Jacob Herman, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Z. Kotlar, New York. 

Albert Kaufman, W'ilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Hyman Brodsky, Newark, N. J. 

Israel Wolf, New York. 

Leo Wolfson, New York. 

Meyer Fein, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Wm. Feldman. 

NATIONAL FUND COMMITTEE. 

Benjamin Perlstein, Chairman, New York. 

Louis E. Berman, New York. 

Charles Geist, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Max Skaist, Reading, Pa. 

Morris Ruslander, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Isaac Posner, Rochester, N. Y. 

Alexander Kantor, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Samuel Kaplan, Washington, Pa. 

Albert Kruger, New York. 

I. H. Rubin, New York. 

Samuel Jaffa, Norfolk, Va. 

S. Mansowitz, New York. 

BUDGET COMMITTEE. 

Louis Kirstein, Chairman, Boston, Mass. 

Louis Robison, New York. 

Peter M. Leavitt, Boston, Mass. 

J. Saks, Norfolk, Va. 

D. W. Simon, Detroit, Mich. 

Ed. Friedenwald, Baltimore, Md. 

David Sacks, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Julius Peyser, Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. J. Burstein, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Michael Jellin, New Brunswick, N. J. 

Robert D. Kesselman, New York. 

Charles P. Blum, Springfield, Mass. 

COMMITTEE OF PERIODICALS. 

Max Shulman, Chairman, Chicago, Ill. 

A. Bogen, New York. 

Alex. Berman, Greensburg, Pa. 

Max A. Mintz, Worcester, Mass. 

Annie Garfinkle, Nashville, Tcnn. 

Louis M. Cadison, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Harry Wiener, New York. 

J. Ish-Kishor, New York. 

Joseph Hoffenberg, Hartford, Conn. 

E. Louis Rosen, Philadelphia, Pa. 

COMMITTEE OF NOMINATIONS. 

Morris Neaman, Chairman, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Chas. Caplan, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Ed. Spiegel, New York. 

Meyer J. Sawyer. 

David Lourie, Chelsea, Pa. 

Dr. de Sola Pool, New York. 

Dr. A. S. Lehman, Kansas City, Mo. 

Mrs. David Blaustein, Norfolk, Va. 

Mr. Persky, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Jos. Shotz, New York. 

E. E. Lesitsky, Buffalo, N. Y. 

GENERAL RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE. 

Israel Brodic, Chairman, Baltimore, Md. 

Bernard L. Richards, New York. 

Rabbi Samuel Silver, Chicago, Ill. 

Isaac Shechtnan, New York. 

Israel Goldberg, New York. 

A. Goldberg. New York. 

Lena Ozersky, Youngstown, Ohio. 

Saul Druckcr, Baltimore, Md. 

B. Shelwin, New York. 

Z. Cotlar, New York. 

Alex. Sachs, Boston, Mass. 

The Chairman: It affords us great pleasure to welcome 
in our midst one who, though not a delegate, has been doing 
good Zionist work. Professor Gotthard Deutsch of Cincin¬ 
nati. 

Prof. Deutsch was led to the platform by a committee of 
which Joseph Barondess was chairman. 
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The Chairman: The committees appointed are to meet 
with their chairmen immediately after this session to con¬ 
sider such resolutions as they think fit and proper to bring 
in. All resolutions should be submitted at once to Mr. Israel 
Brodie of Baltimore who will see to the proper handling of 
resolutions. The chairmen of committees are requested to 
report to the committee on rules how much time they will 
ask from this convention, for discussion, etc., and when they 
want their resolutions discussed. 

The chairman introduced representatives of the Canadian 
Federation: Mr. M. Marcus, Vice-President, and Mr. Stone, 
of Toronto. 

The chairman called upon Mr. Max Shulman of Chicago 
to report for the Knights of Zion. 

KNIGHTS OF ZION 

Mr. Max Shulman, of Chicago: I have before me 
a short report of the activities of the Knights of Zion, 
the Western Federation. I am not going to read it. I just 
want to give you a few facts and figures so that you may 
have a general idea of the activities in the West. Some 
think that the K. of Z. is a Fraternal Organization. This is 
not so. We are an organization working on the same basis 
and along the same lines as the F. A. Z. except that we 
confine our activities to the ten Middle Western States and 
are subjected to and are working under the jurisdiction of 
the F. A. Z. and in harmony with the F. A. Z. It may be of 
interest for the delegates to know that at the last convention 
in Boston the K. of Z. reported 47 societies with a total 
membership of 2,250, while to-day we report 67 societies and 
have paid out per capita tax to the Federation for 3,325. Since 
the Boston Convention, we have collected and turned over to 
the Emergency Fund $24,249.69 and since the Emergency Fund 
has been organized the K. of Z. has contributed the total sum 
of $40,516.72. In the last six months we have made a special 
effort to raise money for the Emergency Fund and have 
turned in from January 1st, to June 15th, $15,194.98 and I 
want to add that before the Convention is over, from the 
campaign that has been inaugurated within the territory of 
the K. of Z„ we expect to have a total of $20,000. The K. 
of Z. has been interested in organizing State Leagues. We 
have experimented in the State of Wisconsin. Wisconsin 
has been organized into a State League and at the last semi¬ 
annual conference much progress was shown. Eighteen 
societies have been organized there, and similar State Leagues 
will be organized in the other states within the territory of 
the K. of Z. I want to emphasize that where there are 
large Jewish communities State Leagues should be organized 
and all State Leagues should be united under one central 
executive. There should be a division of responsibility, but 
unity of action. We want co-operation but also co-ordina¬ 
tion. An effort has been made to organize the inter-high 
school societies, and in a short time we expect to have the 
Inter High School Zionist League perfected. An effort has 
also been made to organize the Jewish students attending tbe 
respective colleges that are not affiliated with the Menorah 
societies, particularly students attending law schools have 
been organized into Zionist societies. In the course of time 
all these organizations will be co-ordinated under the super¬ 
vision of proper authorities. Since the last Convention, a 
Zionist Bureau has been opened in Chicago which has done 
excellent work, especially in helping along the work of indi¬ 
vidual societies. The Bureau is doing all it possibly can in 
order to help exsiting societies to further their interests and 
to have their work done in the proper manner. The K. of Z., 
as at the last convention, pledges its co-operation to the P. 
C. and to the F. A. Z. in all its further undertakings. 

Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt rendered his report on behalf 
of the Palestine Committee. 

REPORT OF PALESTINE WORK. 

Several weeks ago, a special Palestine committee was ap¬ 
pointed by the Provisional Zionist Committee for the purpose 
of investigating and considering the practical problems in 
connection with the Jewish settlement in Palestine. It is 
part of the province of that committee to report on the 
activities and status of the various Achoozas in this country, 


and to recommend to the Zionist organization such measures 
as will aid us to meet the difficult problems that will con¬ 
front us after the war. We have become so engrossed in 
the important questions of relief for our suffering brethren, 
that we are liable to forget that, after all, Zionism stands 
for the solution of the Jewish problem, in opposition to mere 
philanthropic endeavors. Zionists the world over sympathize 
with all the efforts of the agencies responsible for the relief 
f our war stricken brethren, as manifested by their promi¬ 
nence in the membership lists of relief committees and phil¬ 
anthropic organizations. Yet, Zionism itself stands for a 
broader and more fundamental program. We prefer to look 
beyond the present emergency, and we regard it as a part of 
wisdom to prepare for the duties “after the war.” 

Some of us have been overwhelmed by the European 
catastrophe, so that we cannot think in terms other than 
relief. It must be the duty of the Zionist organization to 
call back the Jewish people to a consideration of the funda¬ 
mental problem of the future of the Children of Israel. Zion¬ 
ism had ever been a living protest against mere charity and 
philanthropy and, to day, if ever, we must emphasize 
our demand for self-help on the part of the Jewish people. 
We have created in Palestine Jewish “vested interests” 
which would be destroyed unless we are prepared to take up 
the burden after the termination of the war. The Palestina 
Amt has entered into contracts for the purchase of large 
tracts of land on behalf of the various Jewish organizations, 
and unless we are prepared to carry out these contracts after 
the war, a large portion of the funds already invested will 
be lost, and the opportunity for the upbuilding of many 
Jewish colonies will be denied us. 

These recommendations are based not on theory, but on 
the facts of Zionist accomplishments in the past. The 
Achooza movement in the United States has now won its way 
to recognition as an important factor in the Zionist Organi¬ 
zation. It is no longer a mere idea, but rather an idea backed 
by a capital of nearly two hundred thousand ($200,000) dol¬ 
lars. There is one Achooza in New York which has a capital 
of over forty thousand ($40,000) dollars; another in Chicago 
with over thirty thousand ($30,000) dollars, besides the funds 
of Achoozas in Cleveland, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles 
and Winnepeg, Canada. The Achooza has issued beyond its 
experimental stage, and while there is much to be reformed, 
it is high time that the Zionist organization take an active 
part in building up a strong and co-ordinated Achooza asso¬ 
ciation in America. Let us not delude ourselves with the 
belief that if various individual Achoozas do not succeed, 
responsibility will not rest with us. This may have been 
true in the early days, when two or three isolated Achoozas 
attracted a small group of individuals, but, to-day, although 
there is no official connection between any Achooza and the 
Federation of American Zionists, they are now regarded as 
instruments of our movement, and the organization will be 
responsible for the results, whether it will or not. It, there¬ 
fore, behooves us to shape the Achooza movement to help 
formulate its general policies, so that we may derive there¬ 
from the best results and the highest good. 

In addition to the Achooza, we have developed in this 
country another Palestine Land Agency, which makes an 
appeal not only to actual prospective settlers in Palestine, but 
also to that large group of Jewish sympathizers with our 
work, those whom we may call Ohave-Zion. The Zion Com¬ 
monwealth, organized a little over a year ago, has received a 
responce which proves that, in spite of war, we can attract 
thinking people to invest in a fund which will be utilized, 
after the war, for the upbuilding of the Jewish settlement 
in Palestine. The social program of the Zion Common¬ 
wealth may ultimately win the support of that large class 
of Jewish radicals, who insist that if we are to build a Jewish 
nation in the land of our forefathers, we shall create there 
a commonwealth that may serve as a model for other nations. 

It is evident that all these activities must be encouraged, 
systematized and co-ordinated, if we are to secure any sub¬ 
stantial benefits of Palestine. With that end in view, this 
committee will recommend to your convention the establish¬ 
ment of a permanent Palestine bureau, similar in some re¬ 
spects to the Jewish National Fund Bureau, for the purpose 
of developing the Achooza movement, encouraging the 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACCABAEAN FOR JULY 


growth of the Zion Commonwealth, and disseminating in¬ 
formation in regard to Palestine, to the end that practical 
work in the Land of -Israel may go hand in hand with the 
growth of Zionist sentiment. 

We must not forget that, after all, what wc do in and for 
Palestine, will ultimately determine the success, or failure, of 
the Basle platform. A nation cannot be built from the out¬ 
side. And I often feel that all Zionists have underestimated 
the value and importance of that great Ohave Zion move¬ 
ment, which preceded the organization of the first Zionist 
Congress. Zionist societies and mass meetings and cele¬ 
brations arc of course, necessary but some of us have made 
the mistake of becoming mere local and neighborhood 
Zionists.” After all, our organization is only a means to an 
end, the upbuilding of a Jewish nation in Palestine. 

Because we are convinced that our efforts will be success¬ 
ful only in the old historic manner that we urge the estab¬ 
lishment of a special Palestine Bureau to encourage Jewish 
economic activities in Palestine, and to co-ordinate the 
practical agencies for Jewish colonization. 

Herzl himself in Altneuland has pictured the upbuilding 
of the Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. The hero of 
that vision — David Litvak — is a Jew who first became a 
Palestinian. Even as Moses placed his hands upon Joshua 
as the symbol of the transfer of Jewish leadership, so did 
Herzl put the stamp of approval upon the ideal, David 
Litvak, whom the founder of the modern Zionism had never 
seen. Will David Litvak lead us into the promised land, 
which the author of the Judenstadt and Altneuland could 
view only from foreign soil. We firmly believe that the 
ultimate triumph of Zionism depends upon the rise of a great 
Jewish Leader in Palestine, a man with brains of a Disraeli 
a.nd the heart of a Herzl. And whether he comes from the 
gilded palace of the rich, or the dismal tenement of the 
ghetto, one thing is certain; the statesman architect of the 
Jewish commonwealth will not shape his life and complete his 
task here, but there in the land of our forefathers 
and on the soil where trod prophets of Israel. 

The Chairman: The above report will be submitted to 
the committee on Palestine and will come up for action later. 

Mr. Philip Barnett of Boston reported on behalf of the 
Inter-Collegiate Zionist Association of America. 

INTERCOLLEGIATE ZIONIST ASSOCIATION. 

Mr. Barnett: The Intercollegiate Zionist Association was 
organized June 24. 1915, at Harvard University. The asso¬ 
ciation was expected to form a federation of collegiate Zion¬ 
ist societies with a view to strengthening Zionist sentiment 
in the colleges. Although the Association engaged in gen¬ 
eral Zionistic work, such as selling Shekolim and in assisting 
the various societies in their local work, it has made consider¬ 
able progress in organization. There are now Zionist socie¬ 
ties at the following universities: Brandon College (Manitoba. 
Canada), University of California, City College of New York, 
Chicago Kent Law School, Harvard University, McGill Uni¬ 
versity (Montreal, Canada), Ohio State College, University 
of Michigan, University of Pennsylvania, University of Wis¬ 
consin, and the various institutions in Baltimore, forming 
the University Zionist Society of Baltimore. 

In a number of other colleges societies are just sprouting, 
while the seeds have been sown in about a dozen more. 
Next year, consequently, should see at least fifteen 
more societies in full blossom. We expect the conference of 
Collegiate Zionist societies to outline a policy of activity 
for the coming year. 

VIRGINIA STATE ZIONIST ASSOCIATION. 

Rabbi Goldberg of Norfolk in behalf of the Virginia 
State Association: In the limited time given to me, it will 
be impossible to give you a graphic account of our activities. 
Nor do I deem it necessary to tax your patience now aid to 
burden you with figures and numbers. What is the main idea 
underlying the formation of our State Organization? What 
was the object in view that brought it into existence? The 
answer may be found in one word—organization. There is 
a great deal of energy wasted and proper results are not 
obtained because of lack of organization of the proper con¬ 
centration and effort. The main aim of the Virginia State 
Ass’n is to make proper use of Zionist sentiment in the 
State, not to permit it to evaporate but to direct it in the 
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proper channels. In a word, to organize the existing Zion¬ 
ists and to gain new recruits for the movement. This has- 
been the ideal of the Virginia State Ass’n. Our Association 
is only 11 months old and yet it can already point to a great 
deal of work accomplished in the State. A great deal de¬ 
pends upon the secretary, for the main work has to be done* 
through correspondence, and I wish to say in this connec¬ 
tion that we in Virginia are indeed very fortunate in having' 
Mrs. David Blaustein, a very devoted energetic Zionist who 
is willing to make every sacrifice for the Movement. She 
has written during the year over two hundred letters to 
affiliated organizations to keep up their interest in the 
Movement. The stronghold of. Zionism is the city of Nor¬ 
folk. We have raised in the City of Norfolk last year, a 
city composed of 3,000 Jewish souls, over $3,000 for the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. One dollar per head is our motto. We also 
raised in Norfolk last year $800 for the National Fund. In 
the other cities of the State work is progressing and our last 
State Convention, which was addressed by Mr. Lipsky, 
proved to be a great success. The Ass’n has arranged sev¬ 
eral tours for speakers. In March we had Dr. EpsteiR who 
organized special committees for collections. We had Mr. 
Co wen; also Dr. Levin, who has left a profound impression 
and collected a substantial sum for the Emergency Fund. 
The expense's were defrayed entirely by affiliated organiza¬ 
tions. It is my deep conviction that if the State organiza¬ 
tions were formed in every State of the Union, such organ¬ 
izations would facilitate the work of the Federation to which 
they would be responsible. They would strengthen the Fed¬ 
eration, widening its activity and further Zionism through¬ 
out the Land. 

PALESTINE HOSPITAL UNIT 

Miss Szold, of New York, on behalf of Hadassah: Fel¬ 
low Delegates: I wonder whether next year at this time 
you will greet me so kindly when I tell you that I am going 
to ask you to turn your applause into hard cash. I need it 
You need it as much as I do and the reason we both need 
it is because the need of Palestine is extreme. Yesterday, 
I do not know whether you all were present, therefore, I am 
going to take time this morning to repeat the request that 
has come to us from the Copenhagen Committee that w c 
raise a hospital. They tried to do it for Palestine. They 
had news from Palestine that they have no physicians. We 
have recently lost two of our best men. They are Dr. Mos- 
kowitz and Dr. Krechevsky. Many of our physicians have 
been called away to service in the European armies. Epi¬ 
demics are rampant, drugs scarce, those that can be found 
in Palestine costly. I am told that two more physician* 
have died of typhus, one of them Dr. Stein of Jaffa, and 
Jaffa, to which all colonists looked for support, is no longer 
able to help itself. Hadassah has been commissioned by 
the P. C. to take up this work, because Hadassah had been 
doing work along the same lines before. $25,000 is the cost 
of a hospital consisting of three physicians and 12 nurses. 
We made a modified proposition to the P. C. It is our be¬ 
lief that we must send more than three physicians because 
it is a question of furnishing physicians to the whole of 
Palestine. We must not only send the ordinary physician 
but we must send at least one specialist, because the few 
physicians that are there are unable to cope with the de¬ 
mands made upon them. For this we need more than the 
Red Cross usually needs. We have no right to start on 
less than $25,000. Hadassah will undertake the responsibility 
for it. Hadassah last year raised $12,000. This year Hadas¬ 
sah needs $31,000. $25,000 for a hospital unit and $6,000 for 
work already carried on in Jaffa and elsewhere. Will you 
help us? 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to suspend the 
rules to take action on this matter. 

Mr. de Haas: I move that the convention pledge its un¬ 
qualified support to this venture. 

Mr. Lewin-Epstein seconded this motion. 

Discussion 011 the question was participated in by Messrs. 
Bloom of Philadelphia, Kaplan of Cleveland, and Phillips off 
Dorchester. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

The meeting was suspended for five minutes in order that 
a collection be made. 
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be adopted. Mr. Schechter here reported for the minority. 
The minority report appears later as Mr. Schechter’s sub¬ 
stitute resolution. 

Mr. Davis of Pittsburgh: I move that the minority report 
be tabled. 

The motion to table was voted on. 128 voted in favor 
of tabling it and 81 against. 

Dr. Pool: I would like to know, in view of the fact that 
the whole situation between the leaders of the congress and 
the conference movement is still under discussion, whether 
it is timely for us to take up the matter of the Congress. 

The Chairman: The Congress Committee has decided to 
reject the invitation of the American Jewish Committee to 
attend its conference. I believe it is timely for us to take 
up the question now, to indicate, as one of the constituents 
of the Congress Committee, whether we are satisfied with its 
action. 

The Chairman: The minority report is tabled and is not 
to come up again, but at the same time we have agreed 
among ourselves for the good and welfare of the Movement 
that there should be a discussion on the issue presented by 
a number of Zionists as to the policy to be adopted by the 
Zionist organization in the Congress movement. I shall 
ask that no motion to close debate be put, until the ques¬ 
tion had been thoroughly discussed. I shall recognize Mr. 
Louis Edward Levy of Philadelphia. 

Louis Edward Levy of Philadelphia: Fellow Zionists: I 
am impelled to give expression to that sense of profound 
regret, that deep sorrow to see that large numbers of Zion¬ 
ists and also of non-Zionists throughout this land have been 
taken hold of by grievous dissension which has become mani¬ 
fest in American Israel and which is threatening the future 
not only of American Israel but the future of the Zionist 
Movement. I therefore offer as a resolution, expressing 
the sense of this organization at this convention. This reso¬ 
lution is a substitute. 

The Chairman: You have no right to introduce this reso¬ 
lution at this time. You ^re not a regularly accredited dele¬ 
gate of this convention, and further, the question is to be 
discussed on the basis of the majority and minority reports. 

Mr. Levy: This resolution that I propose is simply a 
substitute for the one before the executive committee of the 
Federation of American Zionists. That the Zionists be in¬ 
structed to adopt measures to prevent the further develop¬ 
ment of this dissension and to exert every possible effort to 
remove its cause. 

The Chairman: I believe that that pious wish is one with 
which the Federation is in full accord. 

Mr. Schechter of New York: I offer this as a substitute 
motion: “Whereas we reiterate our belief in a democratic 
Jewish Congress, but whereas any Congress of American 
Jews, in which all great groups of American Jewry arc not 
adequately represented is bound to defeat its own ends and 
present to the world a lamentable lack of unity in Israel, 
and whereas the present Congress Organization has admit¬ 
tedly not succeeded in working out a scheme of representa¬ 
tion and a basis of action saticfactory to all groups, 

“Therefore, Be it resolved that the Federation of 
American Zionists be instructed to make every effort to se¬ 
cure this desired unity of action and that we shall not con¬ 
sider ourselves bound until such further attempts at co-opera¬ 
tion be made by the Executive Committee. 

The Chairman: The majority report of the committee is 
practically a vote of confidence in the Federation executive 
committee and adds instructions to the societies to partici¬ 
pate in the congress. The resolution of Mr. Schechter asks 
that until peace is established the F. A. Z. refrain from par¬ 
ticipating in the Congress Movement. 

Dt. dc Sola Pool of New York: I hold that the inter¬ 
pretation you gave is not quite adequate. He does not say 
that the Federation may not take action until peace is re¬ 
stored. He does say that no action be taken until further 
efforts have been made. 

The Chairman: You will admit that it does not mean 
anything. Further efforts may mean whatever you please. 

Mr. Cowen: Mr. Chairman and Fellow Zionists: The 
Convention Majority Committee on the Congress aims to 


endorse the action of your representatives. We say 
it is necessary that the Zionists of America shall 
endorse the Preliminary Conference and should sup¬ 
port their representatives. As a matter of fact, a. 
committee consisting of Judge Brandeis, Judge Pam and. 
Judge Sanders are to appear before the conference of the 
American Jewish Committee for the purpose of explaining 
our position. I think the presence of two Zionists like Judge 
Brandeis and Judge Pam is an indication of the good faith 
of the Jewish Congress Committee. We do want peace, but we- 
want peace within reason. The motion made in behalf of the 
minority leaves us in the air and binds us to nothing and embar¬ 
rasses the whole Congress Movement. If we are instructed 
not to be bound, how can we vote on any resolution? What 
right have we on the Jewish Congress Committee if we in¬ 
tend to withdraw? If we serve on the Congress Committee,, 
we must abide by the action and the vote of the Jewish 
Congress Committee. The Jewish Congress Committee has 
been accused of being dominated by a Jewish national senti¬ 
ment. The Jewish Congress Committee is guilty, and that 
is sufficient guarantee that they will do nothing that is not 
in harmony with the spirit of the Zionists of America. The 
Jewish Congress Committee elected only temporary officers- 
in order to keep the door open for responsible bodies to 
affiliate themselves with it, and the officers are still tempo¬ 
rary. But this Zionist Convention has no right to undo the 
work of the rank and file of the Zionists and their represen¬ 
tatives by preventing work in the future and compelling us 
to wait until every element in Jewry is represented, because 
the assimilationists, and I do not necessarily refer to the 
American Jewish Committee, are also an element in Jewry 
and with them there can be no compromise. It must be left 
to the committee, headed by Judge Brandeis, to do every¬ 
thing they can to make peace. 

In reply to a point of information as to whether it were 
true that the Inner Actions Comite is opposed to the Con¬ 
gress Movement, the Chairman introduced Dr. S. Levin to 
speak for the Inner Actions Comite. 

Dr. Levin explained, in Yiddish, that up to this time the 
attitude of the I. A. C. towards the American Congress Move¬ 
ment was not positively known; but that there has come 
from the I. A. C. to the P. C. a resolution showing their ap¬ 
proval of the Congress Movement. 

The Resolution, as follows, was read to the delegates: 
“Das Zionistische Aktions-Komite begrusst mit grosser 
Genugtuung die Bestrcbungen der judischen Organizationcn 
der Vereinigten Staaten, eine legitime, demokratisch erwahlte 
Vcrtretung der amerikanischen Judenheit zu schaffen, um bei 
den Friedensverhandlungen den Lcbensforderungcn des 
jiidischen Volkes nach biirgcrlichcr, ebenso nationaler Gleich- 
berechtigung in alien Landern, wo sie den Juden vorenthalten 
wird, sowie nach Freiheit der Einwanderung und Ansiedlung 
in Palastina und alien Landern der jiidischen Immigration 
Gcltung zu vcrschaffen. 

“Das EAC wird ermachtigt, die zu wahlende Executive 
des amerikanischen judischen Kongresses bei ihren Bemii- 
luingen tatkraftig zu fodern, eine Verstandigung mit alien 
Partcien, und Organisationen der Juden aller Landern zu er- 
reichen, die gewillt sind, die Aktion fur die Sicherung der 
jiidischen biirgcrlichen und nationalen Rechtsgleichheit zu 
unterstiitzen.” 

English Translation. 

"The Zionist Actions Committee hails with great satis¬ 
faction the efforts of the Jewish Organizations of the United 
States to create a legitimate, democratically chosen repre¬ 
sentative body of American Jewry in order to secure at the 
Peace Conference the vital demands of the Jewish People 
for Civil and National rights in all lands where these are 
denied to the Jews, as well as for freedom, to enter and 
settle in Palestine and all lands of Jewish immigration. 

“The Inner Actions Committee is authorized to support 
vigorously the Executive Body to be elected by the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Congress in its efforts to reach an understanding 
with all parties and organizations of the Jews of all lands 
which are willing to support the movement to secure equal 
civil and national rights for the Jews.” 
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Leon Kohn, of Newark: There has been a great deal said 
in the discussion to-day by many speakers of the democracy 
of the Congress Movement. Those of us who presented the 
substitute resolution are not attacking the democracy of the 
Movement. We are not opposed to the principle of democ¬ 
racy. But we believe, to make democracy effective, you must 
preserve the instrument of democracy. Let me explain my 
position by giving you an example of American history, which 
I have already quoted to some in private conversation. At 
the time of the American Civil War, the burning question 
was the question of human liberty—the slavery question. 
When Lincoln went into office he did not begin his adminis¬ 
tration with the Emancipation Proclamation, because he was 
more anxious to preserve the Union as an instrument of lib¬ 
erty in the future, than of solving at that moment the im¬ 
mediate problem at hand. And we who bring the substitute 
resolution are more for preserving an instrument for the or¬ 
ganic unity of American Jewry, than of solving the immediate 
questions that are between us and the other groups. For, 
granted that we who propose the substitute resolution lose 
out, and granted that you call the Congress and the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee call its Conference—who will be the 
victor? Not the American Jewish Committee, and not we, 
for as long as there are two bodies, each claiming to speak 
authoritatively in the name of American Jewry, we are both 
defeated, and the Jewish People is defeated, because there is 
no one voice that does actually speak with authority for the 
Jewish people. What is it that is offered us now to remedy 
this grievous situation from which all Jewish people will 
suffer ? We send a committee of three, without power, to 
carry on negotiations which are not the basis of action when 
they are presented to our body. We do not need to explain 
our action to the American Jewish Committee, but to the 
whole American Jewish public, to the press; but we do owe 
it to the American Jewish public and to the Jewish People 
throughout the world to formulate some sort of negotia¬ 
tions. And if we do not make a further attempt to heal the 
breach, an attempt which may seem hopeless—but we have 
no right to give up hope until the last minute—we cannot 
come before the Jewry of the world with clean hands. I 
would urge upon the delegates here, not because they are 
afraid of the American Jewish Committee, not because they 
have any feelings of respect for any members of the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee, and not because they have great ad¬ 
miration for the leaders of the Congress Movement, but for 
the interest of the Jewish People of America and the world 
at large, to order a further attempt of negotiations with a 
view of attaining peace. 

Abram Goldberg, speaking Yiddish: Mr. Goldberg pointed 
■out that the Zionist organization was compelled to enter 
the Congress movement, in order to protect the Zionist 
cause. The Congress movement at first turned to the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee, asking it to call the Congress on a 
democratic basis. This the American Jewish Committee re¬ 
fused to do. When it had no other means for establishing 
the Congress, the Congress committee approached the Zion¬ 
ist organization. At this critical time, it would have been sui¬ 
cide for Zionism to have allowed the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee or any other non-representative committee to speak 
for the Jews of America. It became necessary for us to 
take action. What we have done has been right in line with 
Zionist policies. We have entered general Jewish life with 
a view to creating conditions that may lead later to the re¬ 
awakening of all Jews to their national responsibilities. The 
opposition declines to allow this re-awakening to occur. 
Their opposition is directed against a fundamental Zionist 
principle. We are therefore in duty bound to take up the 
issue and to see it fought out in Jewish life. 

Mrs. Richard Gotthcil, of New York: I feel that having 
been a delegate to the second Zionist Congress that con¬ 
vened in Basle, and having had the privilege to know our 
late leader, Dr. Herzl, I have a few words to tell you. When 
Dr. Herzl convened the Congress, he put upon our Zionists 
a duty. This duty is that whenever any meeting or any gath¬ 
ering of Jews get together to solve the future of the Jewish Peo¬ 
ple, this should be a concern of the Zionists. That is why 
I feel that it is our duty, each one of us Zionists, to be ready 
to work in behalf of this Jewish Congress, which should be 
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a democratic Congress. Dr. Herzl did not go to the mighty 
in Israel. He came to you. That is why this Congress ought 
to be our concern. The whole of Jewry is looking to us 
American Zionists. This is the time we must do our duty 
as a democratic body in a democratic land. 

Dr. Solis-Cohen: I want to applaud the action of the 
Inner Actions Committee, and I want especially to call at¬ 
tention to the last words, both in the German and in the 
English (Second Paragraph of IAC resolution re-read to 
delegates by Dr. Solis-Cohen, English Translation made by 
Dr. Solis-Cohen.) “The Inner Actions Committee urges that 
the American Jewish Congress reach an understanding with 
all parties and organizations of the Jews of all lands which 
are willing to support the movement to secure equal civil 
and national rights for the Jews.” 

We have only to consider what that phrase "National 
rights" means. The word assimilationists has been thrown 
at some of us; and assimilationist, in the days when I was a 
boy in America, and ever since, as I have grown up as an 
American citizen, assimilationist meant one who has deserted 
his religion. The attempt is being made to import into this 
country an idea which is foreign to this country. In Russia 
and other lands of persecution to assimilate means to desert 
your people. In America there can be no national rights 
except the rights of American citizens. In the other lands 
where group rights are given, the American Jewish Commit¬ 
tee has distinctly affirmed that that Committee and that Con¬ 
ference will support the movement to secure for Jews equal 
rights, including civil, political, religious and full legal rights, 
including group rights. I yield to no man in my admiration 
for those who have carried on and are carrying on the work 
of the Zionist Organization in America and elsewhere de¬ 
votedly and self-sacrificedly. But they must not—we must 
not—take advantage of that work to introduce a foreign and 
extraneous issue. There is no one among us, either those 
who oppose or those who accept the majority report, to 
whom the word traitor can be applied. No one. But if 
there had been a traitor among us, he could not have brought 
forward an issue that would more delight the heart of the. 
Czar of Russia. He could not have done better than divide 
American Israel and paralyze its councils. He could not 
have done better than to say to the world, that those who 
have secured the abrogation of the Russian treaty are not 
representatives of Israel. I do not expect the minority reso¬ 
lution to carry. We are here only to voice a protest. We 
are here to protest that the Zionist Movement to which we 
have been devoted for a generation, some of us, shall not be 
nullified by binding it up with an issue which, however great 
in itself, is not the issue of Zionism. The organization of 
Zionism must stand for unity and peace, or Zionism cannot 
stand at all. 

During Dr. Cohen’s address, which was in large part a 
repetition of his speech at the opening of the convention on 
Sunday afternoon, there were a number of interruptions. 
The chairman called upon the delegates repeatedly to desist 
from interrupting the speaker. 

Morris Rothenberg, of New York: There has been a 
question raised here to-day as to whether or not the Con¬ 
gress Movement is the Zionist Movement. I want to say for 
myself, having been connected with the Congress Move¬ 
ment, that the Zionist Movement is not the Congress Move¬ 
ment, but were it not for the Zionist Movement (and be it 
said to its everlasting credit) there would be no Congress 
Movement in America. I say that the Zionist Movement has 
every reason to be proud of the fact that it has brought 
forth a Movement which is to be an open forum for the dis¬ 
cussion of Jewish matters to people who are interested in 
Jewish matters, and I say.it is to the everlasting credit of the 
Zionist Movement of America that they were willing to come 
into this movement and throw in their question among all 
questions to be decided. The minority reports asks us that 
we shall make further efforts for peace. Those of you who 
have been associated with the Congress Movement know 
that every effort has been made for peace—but peace with 
honor and not peace with dishonor. There is a time when 
war is preferable to peace with dishonor. We could have 
had peace at the very inception of the Congress Movement. 
Yes, if we would have surrendered the very principle upon 
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which the Congress Movement was based, and that is, that 
every Jew shall have a right to voice his opinion as to the 
destiny of the Jewish People. I say that it is not worth while 
having peace unless we have a peace with honor, and we 
have fought out that question. In the very beginning there 
were people who came to us and told us the same thing. 
‘‘For God’s sake, you are breaking up Israel 1 Let us have 
peace!” And if we would have been weak-kneed and given 
in at that time and not fought out this principle of democ¬ 
racy, there would not have been a Congress Movement that 
was worth while having. We fought out this first princple, 
that a Congress must be held on a democratic basis, and 
those who were opposed to the Congress Movement re¬ 
luctantly gave into us. because they knew that we were right 
and had the courage to stand by our convictions. And 
the next question was also a fundamental one: whether 
the people who were opposed to the American Jewish Con¬ 
gress, people in the American Jewish Committee and out¬ 
side of it, did they have a right to dictate to those who 
wanted to participate in the Congress, when it should be 
held, and under what circumstances. 

I would not insult the intelligence of the Inner Actions 
Committee, to place upon it the interpretation which Dr. 
Solis-Cohen places upon their letter. He says the Inner 
Actions Committee has given a privilege to the Zionist 
Movement to participate in the American Jewish Congress, 
which shall make all parties agree. Docs Dr. Solis-Cohen 
think for a moment that the Inner Actions Committee wants 
us to have peace with those who want us to surrender our 
Zionism? The Inner Actions Committee has given us the 
privilege and God speed in the work of making all parties 
in Israel agree, and if we cannot do it with honor, let us 
have a democratic Congress that shall give a right to the 
voice of the Jewish People to be heard. 

The Chairman: I shall ask the indulgence of the conven¬ 
tion for a Zionist who has in years past been active in the 
movement in England, but who is not a delegate. 

Dr. Joseph Friedlander, of New York: I believe a good 
deal irrelavent matter has been introduced by the various 
speakers. I want to tell you that I am a strong opponent 
of the Congress idea, and I speak with some knowledge of 
European conditions and statesmanship. Why have you 
thrown this apple of discord into the middle of American 
Jewry when there was no necessity for it? Do you under¬ 
stand what the aim of the Congress is? It is evidently to 
elect representatives, to send delegates to a peace Congress 
that will never be held. I do not believe that there will be 
a peace Congress. If you wish to have a voice in the future 
destiny of the Jewish People, it is not necessary for you to 
join the ranks of any ordinary federation society. This is 
not a way of trying to bully-rag the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee into trying to take your views. The American Jewish 
Committee is established for years and represents 140 organ¬ 
izations. I do not know what you are fighting for. I read 
in this morning’s papers that Dr. Levin declared last night 
that we are to fight the American Jewish Committee to the 
bitter end. Dr. Levin is here as an Ambassador, and he 
ought to know that it is not his duty to interfere in domestic 
affairs. 

Owing to the many applications for the privilege of hav¬ 
ing the floor, the Chairman asked unanimous consent that 
the remaining time be given only to those speaking against 
the Congress Movement, which was done. 

Dr. D. de Sola Pool, of New York: Although T said that 
I was opposed to the motion, as I am, I am not opposed to 
the Congress Movement. There is, so far as I know, only 
one speaker here opposed to the Congress Movement, and 
that is the speaker who preceded me. Mr. Schechter and 
Mr. Leon Kohn who represent the amendment, are for a 
Congress. Their only question is a method of working to¬ 
wards that end. I am for a Congress, but I believe that 
this whole issue has been confused, and that it can be readily 
split in view of this resolution of the Actions Committee. 
The Actions Committee is the supreme body in Zionist life. 
We are responsible to it. We arc bound by its expressions 
of policy. That being so, there is no room for further dis¬ 
cussion. The Congress Committee is not our superior in 
the sense that the Actions Committee is, and according to 
the exact and literal wording of their resolution, we must 
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act, so long as we have a sense of discipline within the In¬ 
ternational Zionist Organization, and I would therefore ask, 
whether such a resolution as this would satisfy you, instead 
of the two others: 

‘ Whereas, the Zionist Actions Committee hails with great 
satisfaction the efforts of the Jewish Organizations of the 
United States to create a legitimate, democratically chosen 
representative body of American Jewry in order to secure 
at the peace conference the vital demands of the Jewish People 
for civil and national rights in all lands where these are de¬ 
nied to the Jews, as well as for freedom to enter and settle 
in Palestine and all lands of Jewish immigration, and whereas 
the I. A. C. (and mind you, I am reading their resolution) 
is authorized to support vigorously the executive body to be 
elected by the American Jewish Congress in its efforts to 
reach an understanding with all parties and organizations of 
the Jews of all lands which are willing to support the move¬ 
ment to secure equal civil and national rights for the Jews, 

Be it resolved, that the Federation of American 
Zionists, through its constituent societies, continue to sup¬ 
port the Movement for a democratically chosen Jewish Con¬ 
gress in the spirit of the resolution of the I. A. C.” 

The Chairman: Dr. Pool’s resolution would confuse the 
issue by offering a compromise which does not clearly de¬ 
fine the issue. The resolution as brought in by the majority 
of the committee states very clearly that we arc dealing 
with a definite proposal. There is a Jewish Congress being 
organized which has an executive committee and a program. 
The intention of the majority of the committee is to approve 
of the action of the Federation in the creation of this execu¬ 
tive committee of the American Jewish Congress and to ask 
the Zionists to agree to its establishment. If you do not 
like it, vote against it. This resolution of Dr. Pool’s prac¬ 
tically deals with a resolution of the Inner Actions Commit¬ 
tee not having a direct bearing on our issue with regard to 
the American Jewish Congress. I think the Convention is 
entitled to decide this matter clearly. Either they approve 
of the resolution of the majority of the committee or they 
approve of the resolution brought in by Mr. Schechter. 

Dr. Pool withdraws his resolution. 

Mr. Barondess: We did our best to make peace. We 
talked of nothing else. Wc sent committees. We had con¬ 
ferences with them, and every time we met with them they 
always answered that the time has not yet come for the 
American Jews to be represented in a democratic congress. 
Your answer to-day should be that the time has come; that 
the American Jews want to talk for themselves and they will 
talk for themselves, and all those who stand at a distance 
are welcome to come to us; and when they declare that they 
are for a congress and they want to unite with us, be certain 
that all doors will be open, for we want peace and they don’t 
want it. 

The previous question was called for. By motion, the 
discussion was closed. 

The Chairman: There are two motions: 

First.— Motion introduced by the Majority Committee: 

“Be it resolved: That this Convention endorse the 
program for the calling of an American Jewish Congress on 
a democratic basis, adopted by the Preliminary Conference 
held at Philadelphia on March 26 and March 27, 1916, and the 
action of the Executive Organization Committee for an 
American Jewish Congress there elected; and be it further 
resolved, That this Convention pledges the co-operation 
of all its constituent organizations and societies to the work 
of organizing such a Congress.” 

Second.— The motion introduced by Mr. Schechter: 

“Whereas, We reiterate our belief in a democratic 
Jewish Congress but whereas any Congress of American 
Jews in which all great groups of American Jewry are not 
adequately represented is bound to defeat its own ends and 
present to the world a lamentable lack of unity in Israel, and 
whereas the present Congress organization has admittedly 
not succeeded in working out a scheme of representation and 
a basis of action satisfactory to all such groups, 

Therefore: Be it resolved, That the Executive Com¬ 

mittee of the Federation of American Zionists be instructed 
to make every effort to secure this desired unity of action, 
and that it shall not consider itself bound until such further 
attempts at co-operation be made.” 
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According to the rules, the substitute motion must be 
voted on first. You are now voting on Mr. Schechter’s mo¬ 
tion. Only regularly elected delegates are entitled to vote. 
In order that we shall have a record of the vote, I suggest 
that those in favor of Mr. Schechter's motion rise. The 
rest are obviously against the motion. 

Ten votes favored the substitute resolutions. Majority 
vote favoring the majority resolution. 

Leon Kohn, of Newark: Some of the papers this 
morning reported that there was a split in the Zionist ranks 
on the question of the Congress. As one of the movers of 
the substitute resolution that has just been defeated, I wish 
to say that we who have been defeated will stand by the 
Organization, and that it was always our intention to abide 
by the majority vote of the Zionist Organization. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet again on Tues¬ 
day morning in the same place. 


TUESDAY MORNING SESSION 

The convention opened at nine-thirty, July 4th, in Hor¬ 
ticultural Hall. Mr. Lipsky in the chair. Mr. de Haas read 
a number of announcements and telegrams of greetings. 

Mr. Allan Davis, of Pittsburgh, Pa., read a letter from 
Dr. Edgar B. Friedenwald, addressed to the Convention, in¬ 
forming it that he had left to serve the Federal Government 
as physician in Mexico. Mr. Davis suggested, in view of 
the fact that there is such a large number of Jewish young 
men serving in Mexico, both Zionists and non-Zionists, the 
heartfelt greetings of the Zionists in America be sent them. 

The Chairman suggested that this be referred to the Gen¬ 
eral Resolutions Committee, which was done. 

Mr. Max Baron, of St. Louis, Mo., chairman, read the 
report of the Credentials Committee, which was taken up 
seriatim. 

A motion was carried that that part of the report which 
recommended that Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mr. Leo Motzkin, 
Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn, Dr. B. Epstein and Mr. M. Schein- 
kin, be seated as Honorary delegates to this Convention be 
approved. 

A motion was carried that the representatives present of 
the Federation of the Galician Jews, the Order Brith Sholom, 
Independent Order Brith Abraham, Independent Order Sons 
of Israel, the Federation of Roumanian Jews, Independent 
Order Western Star and other Jewish national organizations, 
who have adopted the Basle Program, be seated as Honorary 
delegates. 

A motion was carried that the members of the Provi¬ 
sional Executive Committee for General Zionist Affairs be 
accorded full delegateship. Mr. Julius Meyer voted “No.” 

A motion was carried that the members of the Executive 
Committee of the Order Sons of Zion be seated as regularly 
accredited delegates. The names of the delegates appear in 
the report of the committee which is printed in full else¬ 
where. 

A motion was carried that delegates elected by Gates of 
the Knights of Zion be seated as delegates to this Conven¬ 
tion with full privileges. A discussion followed in which 
Mr. Rothenberg, Mr. Wolf and Mr. Fischer took part. 

A motion was carried that the reading of the names of 
the delegates of the Knights of Zion be dispensed with. 

A list of delegates entitled to representation at this Con¬ 
vention, according to the Constitution of the Federation, was 
presented. 

A motion was carried that the reading of these names be 
dispensed with. 

A motion was carried that Dr. Solis-Cohen and Louis 
Edward Levy (the latter Chairman of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the Philadelphia Convention Committee) be seated 
as Honorary Delegates to this Convention. 

A recommendation was read, to the effect that Rabbi 
Jacob Kohn of New York City and Harry Chabrow of Phila¬ 
delphia, be seated as Honorary delegates. 

Mr. Rothenberg urged an amendment that instead of 
electing Rabbi Kohn and Mr. Chabrow Honorary delegates, 
they be elected as delegates without the privilege of voting. 
The amendment was carried. 

The names of the proposed delegates of the Order Bnai 
Zion, were read. The chairman explained that these dele¬ 


gates had been vouched for by the Nasi of the Order, but 
their credentials had not been regularly presented. 

Mr. Schotland of Newark, moved that these 19 delegates 
be placed in the same category as the 27 of the Order who 
were regularly elected. Mr. Rabinowitz of New York 
amended the motion that these delegates vouched for by 
the Nasi of the Order Sons of Zion be entitled to par¬ 
ticipate in the discussions of the Convention, but not to 
vote. The amendment was defeated. A motion was carried 
that these delegates, vouched for by Mr. Barondess, be en¬ 
titled to seats in this Convention. 

A motion was carried that the report of the Credentials 
Committee be accepted as a whole and the committee dis¬ 
charged with thanks. 

The Baltimore Society requested the privilege of substi¬ 
tuting for Dr. Edgar Friedenwald, who had been called to 
the army as physician, Rabbi Eugene Kohn, alternative of 
the Society. 

A motion was carried to elect to Honorary delegateship 
Dr. H. Pereira Mendes and Rabbi B. L. Leventhal. Dr. 
Mendcs was introduced by the chairman. 

DR. MENDES’ ADDRESS. 

Dr. Mendes: I want to say, first of all, how deeply I 
appreciate the honor of being elected in this way as Hono¬ 
rary Delegate to this Convention. Although I hold in my 
hand an official letter, Mr. de Haas informed me that I was 
invited here as a delegate to the Provisional Committee. 
Anyhow, no matter how I am here, I am glad that I am 
here, because my interest in Zionism is not a thing of to-day 
or yesterday. Possibly I am the only man in this room, in 
the whole of this assembly, who was a member of the orig¬ 
inal Actions Committee of Dr. HerzI. I do not know, but 
I hold in my hand letters from Dr. Herzl, signed by him, 
that I brought here out of general interest. Years ago when 
this present movement was first initiated, I was telegraphed 
for by Dr. Gaster to meet Dr. Ilerzl, and Dr. Herzl gave 
me this message to the American Zionists, that I have never 
forgotten, although he has passed away now so many years: 
“Tell the Zionists in America that we look to them and to 
them alone for success for our movement.” I am sure, fel¬ 
low Zionists, that you will understand what he meant. He 
meant that here in an American atmosphere can best grow 
and blossom those ideals that are bound up with the ful¬ 
fillment of Zionism. We are not working for our own bene¬ 
fit only. We want the welfare of the whole world and that 
is how we understand the real blossoming of Zionism, which 
means more than an assured home for us Jews in our be¬ 
loved Palestine. It means that every man and every woman 
in the wide world shall have an assured home in his or her 
own land, free from the horrors of war, the curse from 
which we are now, all of us, suffering. I shall not take your 
time at this important moment of the session. I have only 
this to say: Again I say it, with God’s hand on my shoul¬ 
der, that in all our history, when God puts an idea into the 
hearts of our leaders, the idea is to develop; all our fathers 
who came forth from Egypt could understand of the ideal 
of Moses was that God had brought them out of slavery. 
Moses showed them a higher reading of that ideal, that 
they were to be prophets of God. The prophet came with 
a higher ideal of what Moses meant, that we were to be the 
leaders of all men to universal peace. I came to this con¬ 
vention not only because I love Zionism but in order that 
I may try to affect one of the great purposes of Zionism, a 
unity of the different, shall I say a terrible word, factions in 
American Israel. There is fault in the Bnai Brith, there is 
fault in the American Jewish Committee, there is fault in 
our own section. 

I have been very glad to hear the different views ex¬ 
pressed. It seems to me that the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee has recognized the necessity for a congress. That is 
one point gained. I did not attend the meeting of the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee which has been referred to and which 
took place last November, but I did attend a special meet¬ 
ing that was called about a month or two ago, and it was 
then resolved not only that a Congress should be called 
but that if it were decided that a Congress should be called 
even before the war ended, it would be called before the 
war ended. In my own hearing, Mr. Marshall, as chairman 
of that meeting, said that the American Jewish Committee 
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would wait to take any move, in the hope that some efforts 
would be made to effect a system of co-operation. 

I ask you to be something better than Congressionists. 
I want you to be Zionists and to stand for peace. The Con¬ 
gress Committee has appointed a committee of three: Judges 
Brandeis, Pam and Sanders to see what further can be done. 
Will it not be in line not only with the true ideal of Zion¬ 
ism—peace—but with the instructions of Dr. Hcrzl that 
American Zionism must do the most to save the situation- 
will it not be in accord with peace if we appoint a com¬ 
mittee of three to co-operate with Judge Brandeis? 

The Chairman: This matter is not up for action on the 
part of this convention at this time. Mr. Richards is to be 
given the floor merely for the purpose of bringing the facts 
before the convention. Dr. Mcndes is too well-informed to 
need to be reminded that when the Jewish Congress Com¬ 
mittee elects representatives, two-thirds of whom are Zion¬ 
ists, it would be improper on our part to appoint another 
committee to assist its committee. The future of the Jew¬ 
ish Congress Movement is in the hands of the Jewish Con¬ 
gress Committee, of which we arc integral factors; a num¬ 
ber of our Zionists are officers there and they have been 
elected to present our views to the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee conference. It-would be superfluous on our part to 
appoint another committee. 

Mr. Richards: I desire mainly to state a number of facts 
relating to our efforts to secure the co-operation of all groups 
in the convening of the Congress. I believe it was the in¬ 
tention to present these facts to you yesterday, but some im¬ 
portant data was crowded out from the discussion. 

The facts which I want to present to you have to do with 
the negotiations with the American Jewish Committee and 
with the National Workmen’s Committee, which we carried 
on for many months in an effort to secure their co-operation. 
The3- are stated fully in a letter which I sent to the Presi-' 
dent of the Federation, Dr. Harry Fricdenwald, on April 
S, 1916. 

The “breach of faith” with which Mr. Marshall and Dr. 
Magnes have charged the Jewish Congress Organization 
Committee consists of the various attempts and efforts which 
this Committee made to meet the wishes of the American 
Jewish Committee: of yielding on a number of points, of 
making different concessions and of losing months and 
months of valuable time in an effort to win the support of 
the group of men associated with that committee. We had 
given every possible consideration to these men and lost so 
much time in negotiations, that if we had gone on any 
further, we would really have been guilty of bad faith and 
disloyalty, not to the American Jewish Committee, but to 
the various constituent national and central organizations and 
Jewish Congress Committees everywhere. 

I will not go so far back as the time of the last Kehillah 
Conventions in April and May of 1915, to which the advo¬ 
cates of the Jewish Congress first addressed themselves in 
an effort to win the support of the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee. It is a humiliating story of how representatives of 
various organizations of New York pleaded with the guiding 
spirits of the Kehillah and the American Jewish Committee 
to take the lead in bringing about united action on the part of 
the whole American Jewry on a democratic basis to meet the 
great crisis created by the war. The men of the American 
Jewish Committee who helped to work out and accepted the 
compromise resolution adopted at the special Convention of 
the Kehillah on May 23rd, gave every promise that a Con¬ 
ference would be called on a comprehensive and democratic 
basis to deal with the Jewish situation in Europe. The plan 
of the secret and limited conference subsequently promul¬ 
gated showed how the American Jewish Committee kept 
faith with the Jews of New York. 

Tn the interests of harmony, we accepted the program of 
the National Workmen's Committee as a basis of discussion 
at the Preliminary Conference which was then proposed, and, 
in interests of unity, we also agreed to enter into negotia¬ 
tions with the American Jewish Committee at a time when 
it was still unequivocally opposed to the holding of a Con¬ 
gress. The Congress movement having been in process of 
formation for about one year and having assumed definite 
proportions on October 12, 191S1 we decided upon the hold¬ 
ing of a Preliminary Conference. The Conference was to be 
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held on November 28th. But owing to the new negotiations, 
which had been begun, we again postponed the Conference 
for a future date with the hope of having the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee and the National Workmen's Committee co¬ 
operate with us in the calling of the same. You will please 
bear in mind that in spite of the insistance of opr constituent 
organizations upon the calling of a Conference, the Confer¬ 
ence, finally decided upon February 7th, was not actually 
called until February 27, 1916. It was, as we know, held on 
March 26th and 27th. 

The sub-committee of the Jewish Congress Organization 
Committee met in conference with the representatives of the 
American Jewish Committee and the National Workmen's 
Committee on November 12th, December 19th, 1915, and Jan¬ 
uary 10th and 23rd, 1916. At these conferences, our repre¬ 
sentatives made every effort to induce the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee and the National Workmen’s Committee to 
join in the calling of a Preliminary Conference to present 
their respective propositions as to time, place and program 
of the Congress, to a full discussion of the Preliminary Con¬ 
ference and to submit these matters to the decision of the 
Conference. 1 

In as well as outside of the conferences, representatives 
of the Jewish Congress Organization Committee pleaded with 
the American Jewish Committee to present its reasons and 
arguments fully and freely before the Preliminary Confer¬ 
ence as to why the Congress should not be held until after 
the cessation of hostilities. On various occasions, supporters 
of the Congress pleaded with members of the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee to show its confidence in the people and in 
the judgment of the elected delegates from Jewish organiza¬ 
tions by submitting the matter of the date of the Congress 
to the Preliminary Conference. We contended all along 
that to allow any one organization to decide in advance of 
a properly constituted and authorized conference on such an 
important matter as the date of the Congress, was a com¬ 
plete violation of the principle of democracy which was the 
chief justification and inspiration of the Congress movement. 

No progress was made at any of the conferences held of 
the three sub-committees and at the conference of December 
19th, Mr. Cyrus L. Sulzberger in reply to a direct question, 
admitted that the decision of the A. J. C. of November 14th 
was practically a “constitutional prohibition” and that he saw 
no way by which the Executive Committee of his organiza¬ 
tion could deviate from the position taken by the annual 
meeting. The Jewish Congress Organization Committee had 
made a number of concessions and among other propositions, 
suggested that the date of the Congress be left to the de¬ 
cision of an Executive Committee to be elected by a Pre¬ 
liminary Conference. 

This proposition was not in harmony with the under¬ 
lying democratic principle of the Congress movement. Never¬ 
theless in interests of peace, we made this proposition. The 
American Jewisft Committee did not recede in the least from 
its original proposition. The National Workmen's Commit¬ 
tee made matters more complicated by a secret decision to 
side with the American Jewish Committee. It became very 
clear to all that further negotiations were futile and the Con¬ 
gress movement was threatened with disruption by the long 
delay and inactivity occasioned by these negotiations. Yet, 
when at the time of the last conference on January 23rd, 
our sub-committee was asked to appear again before a full 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Jew¬ 
ish Committee, we consented to do so. We were, however, 
nevr informed of any meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the American Jewish Committee, at which our sub-com¬ 
mittee was to appear. We heard nothing more from the ' 
American Jewish Committee and on February 7th, we de¬ 
cided upon our Preliminary Conference. The American Jew¬ 
ish Committee was notified that we regarded further ne¬ 
gotiations as futile and that we intended to proceed with the 
calling of a Preliminary Conference, in our letter of De¬ 
cember 28, 1915. In this letter we invited the American 
Jewish Committee and the National Workmen’s Committee 
to join us in the calling of a Preliminary Conference at which 
all matters relating to the Congress should be decided by a 
vote of the delegates. I want especially to call your atten¬ 
tion to this letter because of the various charges that had 
been made to the effect that we called our Preliminary Con- 
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ference without giving any notice or warning to the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee. 

After the American Jewish Committee at its annual meet¬ 
ing of November 14th, had accepted the principle of a Jew¬ 
ish Congress and while we were negotiating with that body 
as to matters relating to the convening of a Congress, lead¬ 
ing members of the Executive Committee of the American 
Jewish Committee continued to make public statements and 
wrote letters stating their unchanged and unequivocal op¬ 
position to the Congress at any time and under any circum¬ 
stances. I have here a letter written to me by the Hon. 
Oscar S. Straus, on January 21st. I have another letter 
written by Mr. Jacob H. Schiff on January 20th. I received 
still another letter from Mr. Schiff on January 31st. In these 
letters, opposition to the Congress movement is expressed in 
the strongest terms. How were we to interpret these state¬ 
ments and how could we, considering all the circumstances, 
continue any further negotiations? We did everything that 
was possible to arrive at an understanding, but our efforts 
were frustrated by the determination of the age not to sub¬ 
mit the questions before us to a vote of the people. Not 
being able to wait any more, we proceeded with our original 
plan of convening the Preliminary Conference. The Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Committee as well as all the constituent organ¬ 
izations of the National Workmen's Committee were invited 
to attend and given representation to our Conference. And 
after the Preliminary Conference, we again made an attempt 
to secure the affiliation with the Congress movement of the 
American Jewish Committee and all other organizations re¬ 
maining outside of the movement. We wrote to the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee outlining the program of the Phila¬ 
delphia Conference, inviting its co-operation and offering it 
representation on our Executive Committee. Wc were in¬ 
formed that our proposal would be given consideration at its 
meeting of May 14th. 

At the meeting of May 14th, the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee decided to convene a conference of its own with the 
co-operation of the National Workmen's Committee and sev¬ 
eral other bodies. We received an invitation to attend this 
conference, but under the decision of the Philadelphia Con¬ 
ference, we naturally could not enter a conference which was 
to consider again the questions upon which we had already 
adopted a definite program and by which program we were 
bound. We decided, however, to send a Committee to pre¬ 
sent our views to this Conference. Our Committee consists 
of Justice Louis D. Brandeis, Judge Hugo Pam and Mr. 
Leon Sanders and they will duly apear at the conference 
which has been called for July 16th. 

The chairman introduced Mr. Rubin, secretary of the 
National Fund Bureau for America, who rendered his report 
on behalf of the Jewish National Fund. 

Mr. Rubin: As it was to be expected, the every-day work 
for the National Fund has slackened down considerably during 
the past year. The Emergency Fund, the War Relief Fund 
and the intense propaganda and organization activties have 
taxed the energy of our workers and the means of our sym¬ 
pathizers to a hitherto unknown extent. That we can after 
all report an increase in the income of our Bureau is due 
solely to Flower Day and Flag Day. 

The income for the year ending May 3 IS L 1916. was $55,- 


321.41. 

1913-16. 

Flower Day: Balance of Flower Day 

collections of the preceding year.. $1,580.55 
Received on account of Flower Day 
collections of this year (total col¬ 
lections about $17,000). 10,957.61 

Flag Day . 13.200.71 

General Donations . 10,063.82 

Boxes . 8,715.05 

Golden Book . 3.810.57 

Tree Donations . 3.181.26 

Stamps . 3.009.94 

Land Donations . 300.51 

Voluntary Tax . 281.19 

Workmen’s Housing Fund . 125.00 

Co-operative Colonization Fund . 86.30 

Telegram Blanks . 8.90 

Literature and Postcards . 


1914-15. 

$ 914.22 


8.352.80 

7,587.03 

8,123.74 

7 . 557.25 

4,883.47 

4,663.83 

3,302.07 

1,002.68 

473-85 

1,816.28 

1,279.70 

to.8o 

32.43 


Total.$55,321.41 
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$50,000.15 


Thus the increase in income over that of the preceding 
year, in actual cash received, is $5,321.26. If we add to this, 
the Flower Day funds outstanding at the closing of our 
books and deduct the Flower Day balance of 1914-15, $1,- 
580.55, we find the increase in funds collected in 1915-16 over 
the collections of 1914-15, when similarly adjusted, to be 
over $9,000. 

The Flower and Flag Day collections show the largest 
increase—$8,884.82. It is interesting to note the rapid 
growth of these collections, which indicates the growing 
popularity of these two days with the N. F. workers as well 


as with the public: 

Flower Day Income 1914. $4,062.33 

Flag Day “ 1915. 7.58703 

Flower Day “ 1915. 9,933 35 

Flag Day “ 1916. 13,200.71 

Flower Day “ 1916.about 17,000.00 


The printed propaganda matter distributed by our Bureau 
during the year in leaflets and folders, reached a total of 
over 338,000, most of which were used in connection with 
Flag Day, Flower Day, Tisha b'Ab, Herzl Memorial Day 
and N. F. Boxes. In addition, over 7,600 circular letters 
were sent out by the Bureau to Zionist and fraternal organ¬ 
izations. congregations and individuals on various phases of 
National Fund activity. 

Our Bureau is now engaged in publishing, for the Head 
Office of the National Fund, a series of books and brochures 
on the aims and activities of the National Fund. The first 
brochure on the Herzl Grove has just appeared in Yiddish. 
An English edition of the same is coming out in London. 
This will soon be followed by a comprehensive work on the 
Jewish National Fund by Adolf Boehm, in English and 
Yiddish, and by other brochures. We expect all our workers 
to assist energetically in the spreading of our literature. At 
the same time our Bureau has defrayed the cost of printing 
the Brandeis prize essay on “The Work and Problems of 
the Jewish National Fund,’’ just published by the Federation 
of American Zionists. 

Our thanks go, in conclusion, to our numerous workers 
and volunteers and the numberless donors. They should 
feel proud, one and all, of having attained for the Jewish Na¬ 
tional Fund in America a new record in this year of great 
burdens. We must, however, couple our thanks with a word 
of warning. The great work of relief will have to continue 
for a long time after the war will be over. If we continue 
to depend on Flower and Flag Days alone, neglecting all 
other established sources of income until the "war relief col¬ 
lections are out of the way, we will thereby gradually 
estrange a large number of sympathizers from the National 
Fund and thus undo to a great extent the work of years 
and years of propaganda. In a movement like ours the per¬ 
sonal touch with the donors, the spark of love for and faith 
in our ideal that we enkindle in them, in short, the mis¬ 
sionary work, counts for much. This we can achieve best 
by continually pursuing those means of N. F. collections 
which necessarily require personal man-to-man propaganda. 
No matter what the effort may cost us, we have to strive 
to uphold and even advance the income of the National 
Fund from its old sources .regardless of all obstacles. 

The Chairman: During the past year the National Fund 
Rureau has had the co-operation and valuable services of 
Dr. B. Epstein who was sent here by the Central office in 
Cologne in the interest of propaganda for the National Fund. 

Dr. Epstein (In Yiddish): On behalf of the National 
Fund he extended greetings to the 19th Convention and gave 
an account of the work of the National Fund. 

“Before this convention,” he said in part “I have visited 
about three-quarters of the United States and I have noticed 
with what energy and enthusiasm the Zionists have 
given the time which belonged to their business to 
Zionism. It is said that the Zionists do nothing 
for relief, but I have constantly watched them and have 
found that they are doing all the relief work. In spite of 
this, they have found time to give to Zionism and they have 
raised $to,ooo for the cause.” Dr. Epstein laid stress especi¬ 
ally on the good work of Zionists in the belligerent lands. 
Austria especially had done much for the cause. He urged 
that everybody give to the Emergency Fund to maintain 
work in Palestine and to the National Fund to buy land there. 
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National Fund Resolutions. 

Mr. Perlstein, chairman, reported the following on behalf 
of the Committee on National Fund Resolutions: 

The Committee on National Fund Resolutions has en¬ 
deavored to avoid presenting any resolutions for considera¬ 
tion to the Convention which are in the nature of criticism 
or which involve only details of technical operations, and has 
narrowed down the suggestions and resolutions presented to 
it to three in number, as follows: 

I. That the Federation of American Zionists in Con¬ 
vention assembled set aside two days for public and general 
collections for the National Fund, one day on Chanukah, to 
be known as Flag Day and the other day about Shebuoth, 
to be known as Flower Day, the exact dates to be subject to 
the decision of the Executive Committee of the Federation. 
(Note: These resolutions incorporate and substitute those 
presented by the New York conference of delegates and the 
Flatchiyah Society of Baltimore, Md.) 

This resolution is presented for the purpose of legally 
assigning the two days for general collections on behalf of 
the National Fund. The committee recommends its adoption. 

II. That the F. A. Z. in convention assembled urge upon 
its affiliated organizations a better observance of the in¬ 
structions issued by the Jewish National Fund Bureau of 
America to avoid the use of children under the age of six¬ 
teen for collection purposes on Flag and Flower Days. 

The committee felt the importance of calling attention to 
the fact that in some cities these instructions have not been 
observed, and unanimously recommends its adoption. 

III. That the F. A. Z. in Convention assembled recom¬ 
mends that in every city where there exists more than one 
Zionist organization directly or indirectly affiliated with the 
Federation, all National Fund work be conducted by a joint 
committee, composed of representatives of all local Zionist 
organizations. 

Resolution I. regarding the setting aside of Flag and 
Flower Days adopted. 

A motion was made and adopted that the National Fund 
do not use children under sixteen years of age for collec¬ 
tions. Discussion on the question was participated in by 
Messrs. Norwalk (New York), Cutler (New York), Allen 
(Pittsburgh), Mrs. Guggcnheimer (New York). 

The Chairman: The committee brings in a resolution 
that in every city-where there are more than one organiza¬ 
tion or camp, whether of the Federation or Hadassah or 
Mizrachi or Poale Zion, directly or indirectly affiliated with 
our organization, all work in that city should be conducted 
by a joint committee. 

Mr. Perlstein (New York) moved that in every city all 
work should be conducted by a joint committee except where 
there exists a Zionist council. 

The Chairman: I want to point out that this resolution 
having been made here affects only those organizations that 
are represented at this convention. 

An announcement was here made that on the previous 
night at the banquet the amount necessary for inscribing 
Prof. Schechter’s name in the Golden Book as a tribute 
from the delegates of the iqth Convention had been raised. 

Resolution III. of the N. F. Committee was adopted, with 
the amendment that such joint committees be formed only 
when no Zionist Council exists. 

Mr. Rosenblatt: Yesterday in a report of the Special 
Palestine Committee I had occasion to mention to you the 
fact that we are planning for large practical work in Pales¬ 
tine. I am glad that this morning, on behalf of the Palestine 
Committee, I am able to make an announcement that may 
exceed in importance anything that has occurred at the con¬ 
vention this year, not barring even the very important dis¬ 
cussion on the Congress yesterday morning. There was a 
Palestine and Achoozas conference yesterday afternoon. 
For quite some time the Zion Commonwealth with the 
Achoozas has endeavored to interest Mrs. Joseph Fels in 
the work of the Zion Commonwealth. We have just re¬ 
ceived word from Mrs. Fels that she is ready to work with 
and through the Zion Commonwealth for the establishment 
of a single tax colony in Palestine immediately after the 
war. We are not authorized to quote figures or give you 


detailed facts. A special committee has been appointed to 
work with Mrs. Fels and Mr. Brandeis during the summer 
to arrange details. The important thing for us to know is 
that in the development of Palestine we are transforming 
the economic and social theories in the land of our ancestors. 

Mr. Rosenblatt here read the following: 

Resolutions of the Palestine Conference Committee. 

That we recommend that the Provisional Zionist Com¬ 
mittee establish a Palestine Bureau under the supervision 
and control of a committee of seven Zionists. 

That this bureau collect all available material in regard to 
the possibilities for practical work in Palestine, and prepare 
the necessary data for projects which may be successfully 
undertaken, immediately upon the termination of the present 
war. 

It shall, from time to time, set forth what activities can 
be profitably carried on under the circumstances, and shall 
give information to all persons and societies that arc inter¬ 
ested in the Jewish settlement in Palestine. 

The bureau shall keep in touch with institutions and or¬ 
ganizations doing practical work in Palestine, so as to en¬ 
able us to give support to those activities which had been 
started before the war, as, for example, Achoozas, etc. 

The bureau shall strive to awaken the Jewish people in 
this country to an active participation in the practical work 
in Palestine. 

The budget for this bureau shall be provided by the Pro¬ 
visional Zionist Committee. 

The Chairman: This is a recommendation to the P. C. 
for the establishment of a Palestine Bureau. In connection 
with this resolution, I would like to have your attention for 
a gentleman who has given his life to practical work in Pales¬ 
tine, Mr. M. Sheinkin. 

Mr. Sheinkin spoke on Palestine in Yiddish. In part he 
said: 

“No matter what the results of the war are, no matter 
under what suzerainity Palestine will be at the end of the 
war,we must and will occupy the proper place there. This 
will come to pass only when we demand it, when we are 
prepared for it. This can only be done through large coloni¬ 
zation. We do not ask for an independent government. 
What we ask for is home rule, for a free, economic, cultural 
and national development under the rule of the government 
in the East. Let the predominant nations divide among 
themselves whatever they please, but they must grant us an 
honorable place in our historic home. For thousands of 
years we have not forgotten our home. During two score 
years we have demonstrated our creative power. We have- 
shown to the world that we possess the strength and ability" 
for the revival of our country. Wc must be allowed to de¬ 
velop ourselves freely, and the place we wish to develop has 
fortunately remained free. The half million Arabs can peace¬ 
fully remain there and live together with us on the most 
peaceful terms. There is no reason why the government 
ruling over Palestine should resent the settlement of the 
Jews there. No people will do so much for the development 
of the country than the Jews.” 

The Chairman: Since the above resolution relates to 
work to be undertaken by the P. C. it would be advisable to 
refer it to the P. C. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to refer the 
resolutions of Mr. Rosenblatt to the P. C. 

Mr. Charles A. Covven of New York on behalf of the 
committee on the Emergency Fund rendered the following 
report: 

Emergency Fund Resolutions. 

First Resolution: Self-Taxation—Be it resolved that this 
Convention urge upon all the members of the Zionist Organ¬ 
ization the adoption of the principle of self-taxation for the 
Zionist Emergency Fund, payments to be made in regular 
installments, all to contribute according to their means and 
to the best of their ability. 

Second Resolution: Certificates—Be it resolved that cer¬ 
tificates be issued in the amounts of annual contributions, 
which contributions may be made in installments, to be de¬ 
livered to contributors to the Emergency Fund upon the 
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payment of the full amount of the annual contribution. 

Third Resolution: Percentage of Relief Funds—Be it re¬ 
solved that this convention recommend that in all cities and 
towns where conditions make it feasible that members of 
the Zionist Organization secure a percenta • for the Zion¬ 
ist Emergency Fund out of the general relief fund which 
they are instrumental in collecting and over which they 
have control. 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the first resolu¬ 
tion of the Emergency Fund Committee be adopted. 

Mr. Louis Robison, of New YotK: May I ask for the 
need of the second resolution of the Emergency Fund Com¬ 
mittee? 

Mr. Cowen: It has been found in connection with the 
relief work that people will buy certificates. The Central 
Relief Committee issues receipts from $5 to $100. They find 
it helpful in the collection of funds. 

Mr. FYomcnson, of Philadelphia: I hope that that resolu¬ 
tion will not be carried. Zionists will be content with the 
ordinary receipt. We do not need certificates to hang on 
our walls. 

Mr. Geist, of Brooklyn: Every person gets a small re¬ 
ceipt for his money. Certificates will be an expense only and 
no income. 

Mr. Bril, of New York: At the meeting of the Emer¬ 
gency Fund I proposed this resolution. We found in con¬ 
nection with relief work that people will buy certificates. It 
is not merely intended for organized Zionists. We can go 
to any person, asking him to pledge and assuring him that 
he will receive a certificate at the end of the year and that 
he will have on the certificate the proper signatures, a photo¬ 
graph of Hcrzl and also of a colony in Palestine. The Cen¬ 
tral Relief Committee by means of certificates raised one- 
quarter of a million dollars. 

The resolution to issue certificates was carried by a vote 
of 103 in favor and 93 against it. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to table resolu¬ 
tion 3 until the report of the General Relief Committee was 
rendered. 

Mr. Davis of Pittsburgh presented the following resolu- 
iions for the committee on Fraternal Orders: 

Report of Committee on Fraternal Orders. 

The Committee respectfully reports: 

(1) That the Federation Executive continue its work 
among major officers of the Jewish Fraternal Orders of 
omerica and that a comm.ttee appointed by the 
Executive Committee of the Federation of American 
Zionists appear before them to interest them in Zionism; 
or that some other means as to the Executive Committee 
shall seem wise, shall be adopted to that end. 

(2) Every regional unit in Zionism be directed, under the 
supervision of the Executive Committee to make a survey 
of local fraternal orders, and to supply them with Zionistic 
speakers and literature 

(3) That the Executive Committee be directed to open a 
separate department on Fraternal Orders and to report 
.monthly on its work. 

(4) That special efforts be made to interest fraternal or¬ 
ders at their general conventions. 

Mr. Abram Goldberg, of New York: How to do all this 
is a detail. What we want is merely to have a committee 
on Fraternal Orders to attend to this work and to do every¬ 
thing possible to further it. 

The Chairman: We are on friendly terms with the Brith 
Sholom and the I. O. B. A. We have been able to get reso¬ 
lutions passed by them, making appropriations to the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. What we want is to establish the same friendly 
relationship with other orders. 

Mr. Fromcnson, of Philadelphia: I move that this reso¬ 
lution be tabled. 

The motion was not carried. 

Mr. Rosen, of Jersey City: My idea is to communicate 
-with the people themselves all the time and not with the 
heads. We are not a political party. Our work should be 
conducted on a democratic basis. 

Mr. Rothenberg, of New York: Instead of this motion, 
the following resolution should be put in its place: ‘This 
convention recommends to the executive committee that it 


continue to adopt w'ays and means to enlist the Fraternal 
Orders in the Zionist Movement.” 

Mr. Davis, of Pittsburgh: This convention should de¬ 
liberately go on record as laying down a hard and fast set 
of rules for the guidance of the work. One general outline 
should be laid out. Now in bringing these four or five reso¬ 
lutions before the house, I ask you to listen to the entire 
report before you bring in any additional amendments. 

All these resolutions relate to the continuance of the 
work of the Federation along previous lines. 

The Chairman: There are any number of you who are 
officers of various lodges. It is of the utmost importance 
that every member of the Zionist organization use his in¬ 
fluence to get the lodge interested in Zionism. I believe a 
substitute resolution would be in order from the floor. 

Mr. Neuman, of Brooklyn: I move that it is the sense 
of this convention that every organized Zionist use his in¬ 
fluence to further the aims of Zionism in his lodge. 

The substitute motion was unanimously adopted. 

General Resolutions. 

Mr. Brodie of Baltimore presented the following resolu¬ 
tions on behalf of the General Resolutions Committee: 

1— Resolved that this convention express its sincere 
thanks to Mr. I. H. Rubin, secretary of the National Fund 
Bureau, for his devotion and effectiveness in promoting the 
interests of the National Fund. 

2— Resolved that the lecturers, speakers, propagandists 
of the Federation of American Zionists and its constituent 
organizations be instructed to organize and get into touch 
with Young Judaea Groups in the centers that they visit. 

3— Resolved that this convention recommend to the Con¬ 
gress Organization Committee the publication of all the 
correspondence which passed between the Congress Organ¬ 
ization Committee and other organizations concerning the 
Congress question. 

4— The Federation of American Zionists in convention 
assembled on July 4th, 1916. hereby publicly records its ap¬ 
preciation and gratitude to William C. Hornblower, Director 
of Refugees and Encampments in Alexandria, Egypt, for the 
devoted and effective services which he rendered to Pales¬ 
tinian Jewish refugees. 

5— Resolved that the Zionists of the United States in 
convention assembled send greetings to the great national 
poet of the Jewish people, Chayim Nachman Bialik, on the 
occasion of the 25th anniversary of his literary production 
and further to give expression to their appreciation and pro¬ 
found affection for the services rendered by him to our 
sacred cause in giving noble expression to our national ideals 
and aspirations. 

6— Resolved that the igth annual convention of the F. 
A. Z. express its thanks to the Philadelphia Jewish Com¬ 
munity (Kehillah) for the official welcome tendered to the 
committee. 

7 — Resolved that the 19th annual convention of the F. 
A. Z. express to the Convention Arrangement Committee of 
Philadelphia its appreciation of the loyal and earnest serv¬ 
ices rendered by them in connection with the arrangements 
for the convention. 

Resolution 1 was unanimously adopted. 

Resolution 2 was adopted. 

Resolution 3 was adopted, after a lengthy discussion. 

Miss Szold of New York (in regard to resolution 4) 
recommended that letters of appreciation be also sent to 
other men who had done noble work in Palestine. Miss 
Szold was asked to take this matter up with Mr. Brodie. 
Resolution 4 was adopted. 

The convention then adjourned, to meet again on Wednes¬ 
day morning in the Hotel Walton. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION 

The session opened at 9:45 in the Hotel Walton, Louis 
Lipsky presiding. 

A telegram of greetings from the Zionist Council of 
Winnepeg, signed, N. J. Finkelstein, was read. 
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Committee on Periodicals. 

Mr. Max Shulnian, of Chicago, reported for the Com¬ 
mittee on Periodicals: 

I. That every society undertake to have its members sub¬ 
scribe to Dos Yiddishe Folk and The Maccabaean. 

Julius Meyer, of Boston: In our city this method has 
been adopted so that each member of the Association re¬ 
ceives a copy of The Maccabaean and the organization raises 
its dues accordingly. It should give each member either a 
Yiddishe Folk or Maccabaean so that we may know how 
niany subscribers we have. 

Mr. Marcus, of New York: We have adopted the above 
resolution last j'car and it brought no results. I would sug¬ 
gest that each organization raise the sums to cover sub¬ 
scriptions and distribute cither periodical among its members. 

Resolution one adopted. 

Mr. Shulman: 2. Resolved that reports of the Federation 
or affiliated societies be printed in Yiddish and in English. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to accept the 
same. 

Mr. Shulman: 3. Resolved, that our periodicals be asked 
to print biographic sketches of Zionist leaders. 

Mr. Fromenson, of Philadelphia: I think that resolution 
a reflection on the editorial management of the publications. 
The publications have not been deficient in publishing 
sketches of leaders. There is no reason for instructing them 
to perform a duty they have already been performing. 

Mr. Rabalsky, of Boston: I am against this resolution 
because we have our publications and they belong to the 
Zionist Movement in America. There is no need for us to 
instruct our periodicals. We know all about our leaders 
now. 

Mr. Alpher, of Washington: I move that this resolution 
be referred to the respective editors. The motion was 
carried. 

Mr. Shulman: 4. That Zionist matters dealing with sta¬ 
tistics be accurate and to date. You might consider this as a 
criticism but we thought it advisable to introduce one general 
resolution calling attention to the fact that any statement 
issued by the Federation ought to be up to date and accurate. 

The Chairman: I understand from the chairman of that 
committee that a memher of the committee had criticisms to 
make against the Zionist Manual on the ground that facts 
relating to the Jewish colonies were based on information 
up to 1911 and he wanted that information about the Jewish 
colonics be carried to date. That was obviously an unfair 
criticism as there was no information at hand since the 
war. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried that this matter 
be tabled. 

Mr. Shulman: 5. Resolved, that wc have a board of three 
trustees to supervise the management and policy of Dos 
Yiddishe Folk. 

Mr. Neuman, of New York: We do not want to make 
any arrangement in regard to Dos Yiddishe Folk unless 
we know how other periodicals are managed. 

The Chairman: Dos Yiddishe Folk has been without 
directors all last year. About seven or eight New York 
Zionists wished to become members of a committee. Of this 
committee two or three were interested in doing something 
for Dos Yiddishe Folk; one of them, Mr. Bogen, attended 
to the advertisements; Flarry Kahn attended to the circula¬ 
tion, and Mr. Kesselman systematized the accounts of Dos 
Yiddishe Folk. In addition the chairman of the executive 
committee acted as supervisor of the committee in relation 
to other matters connected with Dos Yiddishe Folk. But 
there was no committee actually in charge. The Maccabaean 
is now conducted by the chairman, managing editor, editor 
and clerks. But there is no committee actually in charge. The 
Young Judaean has a very competent and efficient committee 
in charge of its affairs. The proposition now is that the 
executive committe be directed to elect three men or women 
to take charge of the work of the Yiddishe Folk. 

Dr. Wolf, of St. Louis: I want a definition of the word 
policy. 

The Chairman: Policy means here the manner of run¬ 
ning the business and editorial affairs of the paper. 

Dr. Wolf: We can decide only business matters in this 
■connection. Exclude the word policy from this resolution. 
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Mr. Rosen, of Jersey City: The word policy is in place. 
The Federation has a policy. You must see that policy 
carried out. That is why the Federation is here. 

The Chairman: This committee is to be elected by the 
executive committee and to be responsible to the executive 
committee for whatever it does. Practically, we are merely 
asking the executive committee to select three persons to be 
entrusted with the business of Dos Yiddishe Folk. 

Miss Kussy, of Newark, N. J.: I object to the amendment 
because I believe the word policy is the most important word 
in the whole resolution. 1 object to having any one man a 
director or stand for what seems to be the policy of the 
Zionist Movement. Since the Yiddishe Folk is one of the 
organs of the Zionist Movement, whatever it expresses, 
the Zionists have a right to regard as the policy of the Zion¬ 
ist Movement. Its policy is of great importance to the Zionist 
Movement and its policy is too important to be left to one person. 

Mr. Barondess, of New York: I am in favor of adopting 
the resolution without the amendment, providing you will 
say that the chairman of the Federation be added to the 
committee in the capacity of an ex-officio. No matter what 
you decide to-day the editor will always have in his hands 
the shaping of the policy of the paper and he will be respon¬ 
sible to the Zionist organization for the policy of the paper. 
But it is wise that in addition to the editor that this com¬ 
mittee should act in an advisory capacity, having consulta¬ 
tions with the editor, advising him what to do. The editor 
always has the right to accept or reject their advice. If 
the committee feels that the editor does not meet with their 
approval, they can appeal to the executive committee. It is 
necessary that some committee have charge of Dos Yiddishe 
Folk. 

Motion: That a board of trustees, to be composed 

of three members to be selected by the Executive Committee 
of the Federation, together with the Chairman of thd Execu¬ 
tive Committee and the Editor of Dos Yiddishe Folk, shall 
supervise and control the policy, business management and 
editorial department of Dos Yiddish Folk. Carried. 

Miss Sarah Kussy, of Newark: Is there any com¬ 
mittee appointed to supervise or to read the editorials of 
The Maccabaean before they go into print? I would move 
that a committee of three be appointed by the executive com¬ 
mittee to read and revise in a supervisory capacity the 
editorials before they go into print in The Maccabaean. 
Personally, I have felt during the last season that some of 
the editorials in The Maccabaean were unduly aggressive, by 
which I mean to say that while I approve in substance of 
what was contained, I thought it would be a greater aid to 
our cause if that substance were expressed in language less 
aggressive and less filled with unpleasant references to in¬ 
dividuals. I felt that we could express our views without 
expressing them in the language in which they were couched. 
I feel also that it is very unfair for the Organization, realiz¬ 
ing this and having this feeling, to put the entire responsi¬ 
bility for the expression of our policy on one person, on 
the editor. This motion is not in any spirit unfriendly to the 
editor, and not in the slightest way showing lack of apprecia¬ 
tion of his work and self-sacrificing devotion to the Cause. 

Benjamin Levinson, of New Haven: I believe it 
would be first of all impractical to establish a supervisory 
board. In the second place, it would be impolitic. It is not 
the custom to use the journalistic system such as is used in 
Russia and other countries. I believe we have a board 
elected and place a certain amount of confidence in them, 
and it would be a sign of distrust and rebuke to establish a 
board of censorship for this board of editors. 

The Chairman: The responsibility for the editorials of 
The Maccabaean is upon two men: one, the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee; and the other, the Editor of The Mac¬ 
cabaean. The Editor acts as censor of all the editorials but 
he is not directly responsible for them. The Chairman of the 
Executive Committee has been responsible for them for a 
number of months. There has been disagreement as to the 
manner of attacking the opponents of the Zionist Movement. 
But in every instance there has been no majority of opinion 
in the executive committee against the policy of The Mac¬ 
cabaean. The majority opinion could have secured a new 
editor and new editorial policy, and the entire matter could 
have been revised at any time by the Executive Committee. 
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Dr. Blondheim, of Baltimore: I do not think there 
is any doubt that any of us regret the fact that sometimes 
The Maccabaean has personal references. But this resolu¬ 
tion operates as a lack of confidence in our chosen repre¬ 
sentatives, the courageous men who have been fighting our 
battle. 

It was moved and seconded that the motion of Miss 
Kussy be laid on the table. Vote: Eighty-seven voted 
that the motion be tabled. Twenty-six voted against. Carried, 
that the motion of Miss Kussy be tabled. 

Resolution on the Million Dollar Loan: 

Mr. Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Chairman, New York: 

Resolved, That the Federation of American Zionist 
recommend that the Palestine bureau or commission ap¬ 
pointed by the Provisional Committee shall undertake the 
organization of a corporation with an authorized capital stock 
of one million dollars for the purpose of conserving the 
Jewish colonies and developing the economic resources of 
Palestine on a business basis. 

The Chairman: This is practically an endorsement of the 
resolution adopted by the Provisional Committee. 

Unanimously carried. 

Hebrew Propagannda Committee Report: 

Rabbi Meyer Waxman, Chairman, New York: 

“ Whereas, It is accepted and agreed to by all true Zion¬ 
ists that there cannot be a renaissance of the Jewish nation 
without a corresponding regeneration of the Hebrew lan¬ 
guage, the historical national traditions and literary language 
of the nation. 

“ Whereas, It follows from the above principle that any 
Zionistic (individual) organization whose aim and purpose is 
to further the realization of the Zionist ideal which is the 
bringing about of a complete re-birth of the Jewish nation, 
is bound by its own principles and aspirations to devote a 
part of its energy towards the revival and spread of the 
Hebrew language. 

I. 

“ Be it therefore resolved, That the Federation of Ameri¬ 
can Zionists appoint a permant Hebrew propaganda com¬ 
mittee consisting of three active Hebraists, the functions of 
which committee is to be to ascertain the extent to which 
the Zionists throughout the country participate in educa¬ 
tional and Hebrew activities, in order to bring about co-ordi¬ 
nation and to evolve a uniform plan of action. Further, 
This committee is to act as a central body, supervising and 
directing the above specified activities. Such committee 
shall co-operate with the representatives of the Histradruth 
Haibrith. 

II. 

“ The said committee to be appointed by the incoming 
executive and be granted voting power at the executive ses¬ 
sions in all matters pertaining to Hebrew activities. 

III. 

“The said committee shall render an account of its work 
at the end of each year to the executive committee, and the 
results of their activities be embodied as an integral part of 
the report of the executive committee to the annual con¬ 
vention. 

IV. 

“ Resolved, That the Federation of American Zionists 
urge all societies affiliated with it to appoint a standing com¬ 
mittee of three, whose duty shall be to co-operate with the 
Federation committee in all Hebrew activities. 

V. 

“ Resolved, That the Federation urge its affiliated societies 
to buy shares of the Hatoren association (so as to secure the 
existence) and to procure subscribers for the literary Hebrew 
weekly Hatoren as well as for the Haibri, an organ pub¬ 
lished by the Mizrachi Organization of America. 

The Chairman: The first motion is before you: (Part I., 
carried.). 

Second motion: (Part II., carried). 

Third motion: (Part ITT. carried.). 

Fourth motion: (Part IV., carried.). 

Fifth motion: Resolved, That the Federation urge its 
affiliated societies to buy shares of the Hatoren association 
(so as to secure the existence) and to procure subscribers for 
the literary weekly Hatoren as well as for the Haibri, an 
organ published by the Mizrachi Organization of America. 
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Mr. Daniel Persky (who acted as a substitute on 
the Hebrew Propaganda Committee): This motion is not 
read in accordance with the resolution passed by the Hebrew 
Propaganda Committee, which had not given its consent to 
that portion relating to the Haibri. 

Rabbi Waxman explained that he had inserted the 
Haibri portion without the consent of his associates on the 
Hebrew Propaganda Committee; but that he had added this 
point on the grounds of common sense; that in adding this 
he is speaking on the basis of fair-mindedness. 

The Chairman: Inasmuch as the chairman of the com¬ 
mittee has admitted that that part of the resolution which 
deals with the Haibri was not passed on by his committee, 
I rule that it is not part of the recommendation of the com¬ 
mittee, but that it is an amendment of the resolution. The 
amendment made by Rabbi Waxman is that whatever the 
Zionist societies arc asked to do for the Hatoren they should 
do for the Haibri, except with reference to buying shares of 
the latter publication. The action of this committee in bring¬ 
ing before the Convention a matter that was not passed by 
their committee was not fair to this Convention. It should 
not have been brought before the house except from the floor. 

Decided, That a committee be appointed to go out and 
bring in a unanimous report on the above matter. Com¬ 
mittee consisting of: Messrs. Goldberg, Lisitzky, Orlans, 
Meyer Freed, Dr. Levin and Joshua Neumann. 

Report of Committee on General Relief. 

Mr. E. W. Lewin-Epstein, Chairman, New York: The 
committee nominated by the Convention on the general 
relief question met yesterday, and we had delegates from 
cities outside of New York who are participating in the 
actual work of collecting money for relief. After a three 
hour discussion of every possible detail, we came to draw a 
resolution as the sense of the discussion: 

“ Resolved, That this Convention direct and hereby directs 
the Executive Committee of the Federation of American 
Zionists to instruct its constituent organizations participating 
in the work in behalf of general Jewish relief to endeavor to 
secure a reasonable percentage for the Zionist Emergency 
Fund out of the general relief funds. In the event of the 
failure to secure such percentage all constituent organiza¬ 
tions and the members shall immediately so notify the 
Executive Committee of the Federation, which shall report 
thereon to the Provisional Executive Committee for Gen¬ 
eral Zionist Affairs. In all matters affecting general relief 
work, all constituent organizations and their members shall 
be bound by such instructions as they may receive from the 
Provisional Executive Committee.” 

Mr. Lewin-Epstein: While the committees appointed 
in each city of Palestine by the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee, with the consent of the Zionist on that Com¬ 
mittee, are distributing the money, the sums go to the 
Chalukah and are given just so as to enable them to buy 
bread and water. The Zionist committee in Palestine is also 
distributing relief funds, purely relief, but in an entirely 
different manner. For instance, there are one thousand 
Jewish families of the workingmen unemployed. There arc 
four or five thousand souls suffering from starvation. In¬ 
stead of giving them just bread, as a charity, the Zionist 
committee lends the money to the colonists or to industry 
with the understanding that this money goes to employ the 
unemployed Jewish laborers, giving them money in payment 
for their work. It helps in a double way. First of all, it 
helps to alleviate the suffering of the workingmen, and it 
helps to keep up the Jewish national property in Palestine; 
and besides this, it is given to them as a loan with a note 
against it. After the war they will have to pay that money 
back to the relief committees, and it will be used again as 
constructive relief work in Palestine. Instead of pauperizing 
the people we help them to sustain themselves by their 
work. 

Moved to accept report. 

Mr. Morris Rothenberg, of New York: I regret 

to say that I am opposed to the resolution offered by Mr. 
Lewin-Epstein. This is a very serious matter and I think it 
demands that we give a careful consideration of it. Unless 
we are careful in the step we take in connection with this 
question, we may bring on a fight which may injure our 
Organization in America to a serious extent. For the past 
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year and a half there is in existence the Joint Distribution 
Committee, on which there are delegates from the existing 
national relief organizations and this Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee distributes all the relief money that is collected in 
the United States. This J. D. C. has been giving money for 
Palestine. Whether it has been giving adequately or not is 
another question; but the fact is that at the present time 
they are making allowances of $30,000 per month for relief 
in Palestine. The situation is that some time ago a light 
was taken up against the Zionist Organization because they 
had made demands for 10 per cent, portion of all money 
that was collected, and I think the Zionist Organization was 
very much hurt by the step it took at that time. I hat was 
abandoned, and later the Zionist Organization made a re¬ 
quest to the Joint Distribution Committee for more funds, 
and more funds were granted. I will admit, knowing the 
facts, that the J. D. C. has not been particularly liberal in its 
distributions for Palestine, and that it has been a difficult 
matter to get proper appropriations for Palestine; but at no 
time has the Federation of American Zionists or the Provi¬ 
sional Committee taken a definite stand with respect to the 
amount necessary for Palestine. They have never come 
officially, to my knowledge, to the J. D. C. and said, this is 
how much we need, and you have to give it to us. Here we 
come, at the last day of the Convention, with a great deal 
of business to discuss, with a serious matter before us. 

I do not think that is a fair proposition. I am such a good 
Zionist, that if the Provisional Committee or the Federation 
would say, we have decided that Zionists must engage only 
in the collection of funds to support Palestine, and they must 
give their entire energy to Palestine, I would withdraw from 
other relief work. Until we have taken a secure position 
with the J. D. C. and said to them, we need, say, $ 50,000 a 
month, or $100,000. it is not fair to lay down an edict to the 
Zionists of America that they should take a part of the 
money and send it to Palestine. It is not fair for you to 
decide this question until you know the facts. I suggest 
that before we decide this question we should have a con¬ 
ference of the best minds in the Zionist Movement with 
respect to this question; and I say rather than hurry it here 
on the floor, I suggest that the Executive Committee be in¬ 
structed to take steps to call a joint meeting of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee and the Provisional Committee for the pur¬ 
pose of going through this matter, and whatever they decide 
jointly, and after considering the facts, I am sure the Zionists 
of America will obey any order that is given. 

Mr. Lewin-Epstein: I would like to relieve the mmd 
of Mr. Rothenberg, and to relieve the minds of those 
delegates who do not know what was done up to now. Mr. 
Rothenberg was made a member of the Joint Distribution 
Committee last October. 1 was a member of the J. D. C. 
since December, 1914, when it was organized. We had diffi¬ 
culties with the J. D. C. to get the first amounts of money 
for Palestine. They did not want to be unfair to us; I do not 
charge them with that. They did not know conditions in 
Palestine, and whenever money was necessary for Palestine, 
we had always to explain at length why is it and what is 
it for, etc. At last we got the j. D. C. to send $15,000 for 
relief in Palestine; but they insisted that when the Zionists 
send money to Palestine they should be notified, and they 
would deduct it from the $15,000. We also claimed that 
$15000 was not sufficient to cover the needs. What we are 
supplementing as Zionists is not sufficient either. We were 
successful at last, through Zionist members of the J. IX C., 
in persuading them to give at least $ 30 , 000 . When Ambassador 
Morgenthau came to the J. D. C. asking them to forward 
that amount, he was asked by the J. D. C. to cable to I ales- 
tine and find out from the consuls what is the real need 
of Palestine for relief only, and he came with the informa¬ 
tion that $54,000 were "needed. He said $50,000, but the cable 
has wired francs, which amount to $54,000. But the J- D. C 
could not give more than $30,000. What they are giving to 
other countries, the $30,000 is more than in proportion; but 
they understand very well that the $30,000 does not cover the 
needs of Palestine,' and they agreed that whatever the Zion¬ 
ists send for constructive relief in Palestine is only supple¬ 
menting their work. We had many conferences between 
the Provisional Committee, Federation of American Zionists 
and J. D. C., and they agreed that we collect separate money 
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for Palestine relief with which to do our constructive work, 
which is not in the real sense the Zionist work which the 
Chairman said it is. We want to keep up our national 
property. It is not against the wishes of the J. D. C. But 
shall we make these collections separately or shall we co¬ 
operate with our other war relief committees, asking them 
for a certain percentage for constructive relief in Palestine? 

Mr. Cowcn: The statement that the Joint Distribution 
Committee has never been asked for a sum sufficient to meet 
the needs of Palestine is only literally true. Several months 
ago, they were permitted to see a budget, now known to be 
grossly inadequate for" the needs of Palestine, but as we 
thought then, sufficient to meet its minimum needs. The 
one item in the budget allowed by them then was twenty 
thousand dollars a month to cover the minimum needs of 
the Chalukah Jews, those Jews who are non-productive and 
who had always been supported from without. No provision 
was made by the Joint Distribution Committee sufficient 
even to include the item in the budget for the feeding of the 
children in our schools, and the needs of the New Settlement 
may be said to have been totally disregarded by them. It 
may be admitted that at times the line of demarcation be¬ 
tween the New and Old Settlements is difficult to make. I 
do not believe that, under any circumstances, the Zionists 
should withdraw from the work of general relief, as has 
been suggested. I submit that every Zionist should do his 
utmost for the general relief work. I submit also that it is 
the duty of the Zionist to place first his responsibility 
toward Palestine. In view of this fact the Zionists should 
demand that the constructive relief work in Palestine, which 
is relief in its more dignified form, should be taken care 
of at least in part by the general relief funds, but through 
the Zionist organization. Our right to demand this is founded; 
first, on the work being done by the thousands of Zionist volun¬ 
teers in behalf of the general relief fund; second, on the 
actual needs of Palestine; and finally, on the fact that Pales¬ 
tine is held by all Jewry to be entitled to special considera¬ 
tion. 

Mr. I. Brodie, of Baltimore: I think if we familiarize 
ourselves with the facts as they exist in connection with war 
relief work in every city in this country and take into con¬ 
sideration in connection with that thought the Zionist Or¬ 
ganization, and then try to think clearly on the subject, we 
shall have no difficulty in arriving at the conclusion that Mr. 
Lewin-Epstein’s resolution should be adopted. In Baltimore, 
for example, the Zionist Organization, to a man, when the 
war relief work started, shifted himself over to the war 
relief work without regard to the Provisional Committee, and 
without regard to the needs of the Federation. All the work 
in connection with the general relief work was done by 
Zionists. We could not get a cent for the Emergency 
Fund. We need $24,000 a month more for Palestine. We 
have to get it. If we do not get it by working in conjunc¬ 
tion with the American Jewish Relief Committee, we have to 
get it otherwise. If we get it otherwise then we owe it to 
our Organization to withdraw our limit of time for giving 
from our own labors as will enable us to raise the $24,000 a 
month more. The question is one of method. In further¬ 
ance of the relief work done by the three relief committees, 
and soVly in furtherance of that work and in behalf of that 
work. 1 say do not divide up the relief work in the cities 
between Zionists and non-Zionists. Keep them together, and 
the way to keep them together is to do whatever the 
Provisional Committee’s resolution demands of you. I have 
the highest respect for Mr. Rothcnbcrg's sincerity, but 1 
believe bis sincerity has led him astray. Vote for this reso¬ 
lution unhesitatingly, because in doing so you are not cre¬ 
ating a division in the forces, but you arc solidifying it and 
rendering it more effective in the city, wherever you are. 
What we want them to do is when they find that they cannot 
get it, to submit it to the Provisional Committee, and be 
bound by the decision of the entire Committee. It may say 
that you should continue upon your work. But what we 
want is discipline and uniform action, and therefore I say, 
vote for this. 

Mr. de Haas: I object to the third part of the resolution. 
I would offer: 
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Be it resolved, That the Federation of American 
Zionists instruct the Zionists and Zionist societies through¬ 
out the United States to present the needs of Palestine to 
the local collection committees and urge them to appropriate 
a reasonable precentage of war relief funds for constructive 
Palestine relief, etc. That in all matters affecting general 
relief work of constituent organizations, their members shall 
be bound by such instructions as they may receive from the 
Provisional Zionist Committee. 

Amendment acceptable to Mr. Lewin-Epstein. 

Mr. Rothcnberg: Moved, That the Executive Committee 
of the Federation of American Zionists take immediate 
steps to confer with the Provisional Committee, with a view 
of reaching a decision as to the activity and duty of Zionists 
engaged in general relief work, and that such decision be com¬ 
municated to the Zionists throughout the country. 

Amendment acceptable to Mr. Lewin-Epstcin. 

It was moved and seconded that Mr. Rothenbcrg's 
amendment and other amendments be referred back to the 
committee with instructions to bring in a unanimous report. 

Committee on Organization. 

Mr. Joshua Sprayragen, of New York, Chairman: 

Resolved, That Section three of Article of the Con¬ 
stitution of the Federation of American Zionists be amended 
by striking out the words “ and not less than $10 on account 
of its first year’s dues” and as amended to read as follows: 
"A charter fee of $10 shall be paid by every applicant for a 
charter.” 

(Section three of the Constitution originally read: “A 
charter fee of five dollars and not less than ten dollars on 
accounts of its first year’s dues shall be paid by every appli¬ 
cant for a charter.”) 

Amendment proposed by Mr. Schnecberg: 

That Senior Young Judaea circles shall be admitted 
to the Federation as regular societies without the payment 
of the charter fee, upon recommendation of the Young 
Judaea Executive Committee. 

Original motion with amendment carried. 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee of the Federa¬ 
tion of American Zionists establish a Shekel department 
whose duties it shall be to direct and supervise the shekel 
work. Carried. 

Resolved, That the Conventions approve of the 
efforts of the Federation of American Zionists in 
establishing state and district organizations and recom¬ 
mend that the Executive Committee proceed with the or¬ 
ganization of such district and state organizations, making 
in each case such financial arrangements as it may deem 
advisable. Carried. 

Resolved, That every Camp of the Order Sons 
of Zion be entitled to representation at the Conven¬ 
tion of the Federation of American Zionists in the 
year 1916 on the following basis: one delegate for every 
100 members in good standing, and one additional delegate 
for a major portion thereof. Provided that every Camp 
shall be entitled to elect at least one delegate to such Con¬ 
vention. Carried. 

That every Gate of the Knights of Zion in good 
standing with the central organization in Chicago, 
be entitled to equal rights at this Convention as Federation 
societies. Carried. 

Resolved, That all members of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the Federation of American Zionists, dur¬ 
ing their term of office, shall be accorded the rights 
of delegates to all Conventions of the Federation. Tabled. 

Resolved, That the President of the Knights of 
Zion, the Nasi of the Order Sons of Zion, the Presi¬ 
dent of Hadassah, the President of Young Judaea, and 
the Presidents of all state organizations or organizations 
composing more than one state shall be ex-officio members 
of the Executive Committee of the Federation of American 
Zionists. Tabled. 

The Convention commends the Young Judaea for 
its efforts to spread the national idea among the 
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youth of our people and strongly recommends to every so¬ 
ciety affiliated with the Federation of American Zionists 
and every state or district organization to aid in the organi¬ 
zation of branches of Young Judaea. Carried. 

The Chairman: I call upon Mr. Maurice Neaman, chair¬ 
man of the Nominations Committee to present his report. 

I urge upon the delegates to refrain from personal demon¬ 
strations. They are not in keeping with the spirit of the 
Zionist Movement. Delegates are informed that nominations 
may be made from the floor bearing the signatures of fifteen 
delegates. 

Mr. Neaman: The nominations committee places before 
the convention by unanimous vote the nomination of Dr. 
Harry Friedenwald of Baltimore as president of the Federa¬ 
tion. 

The Chairman: Are there any nominations from the 
floor? Hearing none, a motion would be in order instructing 
the secretary to cast one ballot for Dr. Harry Friedenwald 
of Baltimore as president of the Federation. 

A motion to that effect was made and seconded and 
unanimously carried. The secretary announced the election 
of Dr. Harry Friedenwald as president. 

Mr. Neaman: The nominations committee brings in the 
name of Mr. Louis Lipsky of New York as chairman of the 
Executive Committee. 

The Chairman: Arc there any nominations from the 
floor? There being none, a motion would be in order for 
the secretary to cast one ballot for Mr. Lipsky as chairman 
of the Executive Committee. 

The motion was made and carried. The secretary an¬ 
nounced the election of Mr. Louis Lipsky as chairman of 
the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Neaman: The nominations committee unanimously 
reports the name of Louis Robison of New York as treas¬ 
urer. 

The Chairman: Are there any nominations from the 
floor? There being none, a motion would be in order that 
the secretary cast one ballot for Mr. Robison as treasurer. 

The motion was made and carried. The secretary an¬ 
nounced the election of Louis Robison as treasurer. 

Mr. Neaman: The nominations committee reports the 
name of Bernard A. Rosenblatt of New York as honorary 
secretary. 

The Chairman: Are there any nominations from the 
floor? Hearing none, a motion would be in order that the 
secretary cast one ballot for Mr. Rosenblatt as honorary 
secretary. 

The motion was made and carried. The secretary an¬ 
nounced the election of Mr. Rosenblatt as honorary secre¬ 
tary. 

Mr. Neaman: The -nominations committee reports the 
following names for membership in the Executive Committee 
of the Federation: Miss Sophia Berger and Mrs. J. C. 
Guggenheimer, for Hadassah; Joseph Barondess and Joshua 
Sprayregen, for The Order Sons of Zion; David de Sola 
Pool for Young Judaea. 

The Chairman: These nominations having been made 
with the endorsement of the respective organizations repre¬ 
sented, the same course should be followed with their elec¬ 
tion as with the other officers elected. Are there any 
nominations from the floor? Hearing none, a motion would 
be in order that the secretary cast one ballot for the above 
mentioned nominations as members of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee to represent their respective organizations. 

The motion was made and carried. The secretary an¬ 
nounced the election of the above mentioned nominees 
as members of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Neaman: In addition, the nominations committee 
presents the following names as nominations of the com¬ 
mittee for membership in the executive committee: S. Abel, 
Chas. A. Cowen, Abraham Goldberg, Benjamin Perlstcin, 
Dr. Max Raisin, Morris Rothcnberg and Lawrence Stein- 
hardt. 

The Chairman: Are there any nominations from the 
floor bearing the signatures of fifteen delegates? 

Mr. Bernard G. Richards was nominated from the floor. 
Dr. S. Melamed was nominated from the floor. 

The Chairman: I propose that we take an adjournment 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACCABAEAN FOR JULY 


191 


at this time and that a committee of three be appointed to 
receive further nominations from the floor to report at the 
convention session all names regularly nominated from the 
floor and by the nominations committee. With your con¬ 
sent I shall appoint on that committee Mr. Avner, Dr. de 
Sola Pool and Mr. Sachs. 

Unanimous consent given. 

The convention adjourned until three in the afternoon. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

The Convention re-convencd at three o’clock in the after¬ 
noon at the Hotel Walton, Louis Lipsky presiding. 

Mr. Neumann, of New York, was recognized to report for 
the special committee on Hebrew publications, which had 
been sent out in the morning to bring in recommendations 
bearing upon Hebrew periodicals. 

Mr. Neumann, of New York: Our committee reports as 
follows: ‘‘The Convention recommends to the Zionists of 
America to buy shares of, secure subscriptions for, and sup¬ 
port in every other way the Hebrew periodical ‘Hatoren,’ 
whose publication has been possible through the active work 
of the constituent members and executive members of the 
Federation of American Zionists. The Convention further 
recommends to the Zionists of America as worthy of sup¬ 
port the ‘Haibri’ a Hebrew periodical devoted to the inter¬ 
ests of the Mizrachi Movement.” 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Brodie, of Baltimore, continued his report in behalf 
of the General Resolutions Committee: 

I. Resolved, that the Federation of American Zionists 
ask the members of the constituent organizations and af¬ 
filiated societies to assume a per capita tax of ten cents per 
annum for the benefit of Young Judaea. 

Mr. Baron, of St. Louis: I am utterly opposed to a reso¬ 
lution being passed by this Convention unless it has for its 
purpose to bind the Zionists by resolution to bring about 
the result intended. It is encouraging a lack of discipline 
in the ranks of the Zionist organization to pass resolutions 
and leave them to the will of individuals or organizations to 
carry out. I want to see a resolution, whether it be for 
Young Judaea or any other purpose, express that we here 
bind the organizations to do thus and so. It is a waste of 
time to come here with a proposition “If you want to do so, 
do so.” For that reason, I believe that this resolution 
should be defeated. 

Mr. Brodie: In explanation of the attitude of the General 
Resolutions Committee, I tvant to say that when I read a 
resolution, it does not mean that the committee recommends 
it, unless the resolution expressly says that the committee 
adopted it. 

Mjr. Schneeberg, of New York: I will explain to you the 
desire of Young Judaea not to go to individual societies and 
ask them for contributions to Young Judaea work. We feel 
that it would be better to go to individual Zionists and ask 
them to make donations. We feel that Young Judaea should 
not be placed in a position to feel it needs its entire support 
of the Federation. In this manner, a system will be formed 
of putting Young Judaea on an independent financial basis. 
This resolution was passed at the last Convention, but not 
carried out, due to the request of the executive committee 
of the Federation. 

Mr. Kesselman, of New York: Mr. Schneeberg seems to 
agree with what I am about to say. Young Judaea, as any 
other organization must be made self-supporting but not by 
means of contributions, donations, etc. If it is to be self- 
supporting. it is to be so by members of Y. J. And while 
those members may not be in a position to contribute the 
entire budget of the organization, it is the duty of the F. 
A. Z. to support it from its means and not first to give it a 
subvention and then permit collections, etc. I understand 
there is a plan to make the members of Y. J. pay dues to 
the parent organization, and that will be better than a 
resolution submitted. I feel that we can table the resolution 
■without damage to the Federation, Zionism or Y. J. 
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Dr. Pool, of New York: Mr. Baron, who is opposing the 
motion took the ground that this calls for a voluntary tax 
and is therefore useless. We feel in bringing in this resolu¬ 
tion that it at least has a moral value and that this moral 
value is perhaps more valuable than the income of the tax. 
Young Judaea cannot be self-supporting and the suggestion 
that Y. J. members pay further dues is a suggestion impos¬ 
sible to carry out. Members do pay dues. We feel that by 
the adoption of this resolution the Federation will be the 
gainer financially because the F. A. Z. subsidy will not cover 
all Y. J.’s needs and anything that can be gained in money 
will aid the F. A. Z. 

A motion was made, seconded and carried to table this 
resolution. 

Mr. Brodie: Resolution II. Resolved, that lecturers, 
speakers and propagandists of the F. A. Z. and its constitu¬ 
ent organizations be instructed to organize and get into touch 
with Y. J. groups in the centers they visit. 

Motion adopted. 

Mr. Schneeberg called for a resolution submitted to the 
resolutions committee, but not reported. The resolution reads 
as follows: 

III. Resolved, that in recognition of the work and growth 
of Y. J., it be recognized as an organization subordinate to 
the F. A. Z. This, however, shall not be construed as en¬ 
titling Y. J. to greater representation to the F. A. Z. than it 
now possesses. 

This motion was not considered, on a vote of 20 for 
taking the matter up; and 45 against taking it up. 

Mr. Brodie: IV. Resolved, that this Convention recom¬ 
mend to the Congress Organization Committee the publica¬ 
tion of all the correspondence which had passed between the 
Congress Organization Committee and other organizations 
concerning the Congress question. 

Mr. Schechter, of New York: Does this mean communi¬ 
cations from officers of other organizations? For instance, 
yesterday some letters were read from Mr. Schiff, etc. Does 
this include the letter to Mr. Schiff? 

The Chairman: This refers to official correspondence 
only. 

Mr. Schechter: Is Mr. Oscar Straus’ letter official corres¬ 
pondence? 

The Chairman: No. 

Dr. Pool, of New York: I oppose the motion because 
we have not yet reached any haven in this long journey to 
the Congress. This is no particular time to publish the cor¬ 
respondence. The recommendation is therefore practically 
valueless, unless you reword it to the effect that when ne¬ 
gotiations are finished this should be done. But at this time 
it will leave no impression with anyone. 

The Chairman: This is only a recommendation to the 
Congress Committee to do so at any time it may think it 
necessary. 

“Mr. Baron, of St. Louis: I amend the motion to include, 
at the appropriate time.” 

A motion was made, seconded and carried that the debate 
on this question be closed. 

The resolution was carried with the amendment. 

Mr. Brodie: V. The F. A. Z. in convention assembled 
at Philadelphia, on July 4th, 1916, hereby publicly records 
its appreciation and gratitude to William C. Hornblower, 
Director of Refugees and Encampments in Alexandria, 
Egypt, for the devoted and effective services which he ren¬ 
dered to Palestinian Jewish refugees. 

Motion unanimously adopted. 

The business of the meeting was here interrupted to allow 
Dr. Schmarya Levin to speak to the Convention, before 
leaving on urgent personal business. 

Dr. Levin: The seed of Zionism was planted in America 
only three years ago. At first there was only the trunk, but 
there were no strong roots and no branches. The second 
years the tree looked very pretty, and we were amazed. It was 
covered with branches, but the roots were rather weak. The 
tree grew rapidly and now there is not only Zionism above, but 
also strong roots. I have spoken regarding it often. It is the 
yearning of the people toward God. I do not believe in ac¬ 
cident. The great moment has come. We have a leader who 
can lead us. At this Convention we have had no large dem- 
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onstrations because they were unnecessary. Zionism is of an 
international character. But America is bound to lead in 
Zionism. That all depends upon you. I do not want 
to appeal to you for Korbonos. How pitiful would be 
the condition of the Jewish people if we did not have the hope of 
Zionism. I do not envy the wealthy. I am richer than they, for 
I have Zionism. If we are honest, we must return to Zion¬ 
ism something of what it has given us. We must continue 
to work faithfully as we have in the last few years and we 
will take the place we deserve in history. If we had not our 
own roots and had to depend upon others, the tree would 
have fallen on account of lack of roots. I wish that you 
may grow as you have grown in the last few years. You 
h-ve made the Golus sweeter for me in the days that I 
have spent with you. I hope all our brethren will be united 
in the cause. We should live together and under our flag. 

Mr. Brodie: VI. Resolved, that the Executive Committee 
of the Federation consider the advisability of establishing a 
fund for the erection in New York City of a building which 
shall serve as headquarters for all Zionist activities in New 
York City and to report the result of its findings to the 20th 
Annual Convention. 

On motion, it was decided to refer the above to the 
Executive Committee. 

Mr. Brodie: VII. Where as the “Jewish World,’’ a daily 
of Philadelphia, is in thorough sympathy and accord with the 
Zionist Movement; whereas the "Jewish World” of Phila¬ 
delphia has from its very inception until the present time 
consistently and persistently supported the Zionist Move¬ 
ment to the utmost of its powers; and whereas the said 
“Jewish World" of Philadelphia has rendered invaluable serv¬ 
ice to this Convention by the excellent manner in which it 
reported its proceedings, therefore, be it Resolved, that the 
thanks of this Convention be extended to the said “Jewish 
World” of Philadelphia, its editors and publishers. 

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Brodie: VIII. Resolved, that hereafter the Federa¬ 
tion shall publish in the Zionist press one month prior to the 
Annual Convention, such resolutions originating with the 
Executive Committee of the F. A. Z. as may be ready for 
publication. 

Resolution adopted. 

Mr. Brodie: IX. Resolved, that it is the sense of the 
19th Annual Convention of the F. A. Z. that the Executive 
Committee of the F. A. Z. hereafter forward to all constitu¬ 
ent societies of the F. A. Z. the minutes of all the meetings 
of the Executive Committee. 

The Chairman: The F. A. Z. has been sending out every 
month to the secretaries and presidents bulletins with in¬ 
structions to the secretaries to read the same at the meet¬ 
ing. In nine cases out of ten the societies never heard of 
that bulletin and they doubt whether there is such a bul¬ 
letin in existence. When you adopt resolutions with regard 
to what the executive office is to do, when you get these 
bulletins see that you have them read. 

Dr. Pool, of New York: This resolution is entirely il¬ 
legal since the minutes are confidential. 

The Chairman: The minutes of the Executive Committee 
are not confidential. 

Dr. Pool: I quote from a parliamentary authority that 
the minutes of an executive committee may not be read be¬ 
fore another organization. 

The Chairman: If this body elects an executive commit¬ 
tee to do certain work, it is entitled to know what the execu¬ 
tive committee is doing and the minutes record the work 
of that committee. 

Mr. Kessclman, of New York: I believe that those who 
are responsible for the forming of this resolution will agree 
with me that it was decided to ask not for the minutes of 
the meeting but for an abstract of the minutes. 

Mr. Rothenberg, of New York: This resolution was sug¬ 
gested at a small conference of delegates held prior to this 
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Convention and I want to give you reasons for the adoption 
of this resolution. It has been said that if the minutes were 
received cverytime by the delegates they would be in a posi¬ 
tion at the following Convention to know which members 
had been attending regularly and which members to re-elect. 

Dr. Pool ,of New York: I move that the resolution read 
abstract of the minutes.” 

Mr. B. A. Rosenblatt, of New York: I believe a correc¬ 
tion ought to be made in regard to the statement of Mr. 
Rothenberg. As a matter of fact, the Nominations Commit¬ 
tee yesterday consulted with Mr. Rothenberg and they made 
it a point to keep off those who were not present at the 
meetings. 

Resolution adopted. 

Mr. Leavitt, of Boston: In behalf of the Zionist Associa¬ 
tion of Boston, which I am told has the largest representa¬ 
tion, namely 25 delegates, representing five hundred paid mem¬ 
bers, I am authorized to make this offer to the delegates 
here: That the Zion Association at the next convention will 
present to the organization making the largest gain in mem¬ 
bership two silk flags, one American and one Zionist, such 
flags to be kept for one year with a silver plate naming the 
winner, such plates to be transferred the following year to 
the organization then making the largest gain in member¬ 
ship. We have had no stimulus in Boston, but we have suc¬ 
ceeded in increasing our membership which is now almost 
one thousand. In September, we have arranged a day when 
we will have no less than 1,000 members. We want the 
different organizations here to see whether at the next con¬ 
vention they cannot have several delegates representing one 
thousand members. 

The Chairman: With regard to Mr. Leavitt’s proposal, 
I hope that the Zionists will make an extra effort to meet 
the conditions named. I hope that the delegates here will 
take up the challenge and will see to it that there be a 
sprightly competition among them. 

The Chairman: I ask the attention of the Convention for 
Mr. Harry Kaplan. Mr. Kaplan was associated with Capt. 
Decker of the United States Ship Tennessee, during the first 
months of 1915, in the handling of refugees from Palestine 
to Alexandria, and in the transmission of relief money from 
Alexandria to Palestine. He went to Palestine from the 
United States, his home being in the city of Cleveland, in 
1913, and established an iron foundry. His statement deals 
with industrial experiences as exemplified by his company. 

Harry Kaplan on Palestine Industrial Possibilities. 

Mr. Kaplan: The purpose of this report is to impress 
upon the delegates to this Convention, the necessity and the 
value to our work if more American Zionists would take 
a greater interest in the industrial activities in Palestine. 

I shall give to the Convention my personal experience in 
this connection as an example of what can be done. 

When I arrived in Jaffa in December, 1913, many proposi¬ 
tions were put before me. I was particularly interested in 
the taking over of the old Stein’s foundry and machine shop. 
In the investigation of this matter I was surprised to find 
that the leading Zionists and workers in Tel Aviv were 
opposed to my making use of this foundry. The advice was 
given in good faith as all who had attempted to work the 
foundry previously had made a failure of it. and they feared 
that I too would make a failure and the industries of the 
country would thereby suffer. In spite of this advice, how¬ 
ever, I decided to work the foundry and ignoring all sug¬ 
gestions, went ahead. 

The plant was in the worse shape imaginable: dirty, dark 
and unfit for work. It owed its employees 5,000 Frcs., and 
had no credit. The first thing done was to pay off the men. 

A company was organized, under the name of the Ameri¬ 
can Palestine Iron Works, with a capital stock of 70,000 
Frcs., and a new plant was built and work started immedi¬ 
ately. Before the work was fairly started the war broke out; 
in fact the plant was not quite complete when the war came 
on. It appeared for the moment that everything was lost, 
but we did not give up hope and kept right on. Our force, 
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previous to the breaking out of the war was 52 men, but 
we were forced to reduce to 25 men, the reduction due, not 
to the lack of work, but entirely to lack of raw material. 
In fact the plant has even today enough work for at least a 
year, but owing to the impossibility of getting raw material, 
it may be necessary now to shut the plant down altogether. 
From a report of the American Consul, dated December 31, 
tfJiS. is clear that not only did the company not lose 
money, but a profit of 11,614 Frcs. was made and twenty- 
five families other than the two families of the two managers, 
were kept up, paid mostly in gold and food supplies which 
were purchased at the beginning of the war. The company, 
at the beginning of the war, put all its available cash into 
food supplies and commenced a policy at that time of paying 
its employees partly in cash and partly in food. 

The stockholders have made a dividend of 10 per cent. 
The company has been the means of saving many of the 
colonies. 

The fuel for most of the engines used for the pumping 
of water throughout the country was derived from anthracite 
coal and petroleum, but as at the beginning of the war these 
two elements were not obtainable, our company developed 
the system of deriving the fuel fropi charcoal, to be ob¬ 
tained from the Arabs in the interior of Palestine. In this 
way, Tel Aviv and the other colonics had been able to run 
their engines and obtain water. 

One other fact should be called to the attention of the 
delegates. This enterprise has not received help from any 
institute whatever. It is run entirely uopn its own capital 
and I offer it as an example of what American methods, 
American ideas and American energy can do for the indus¬ 
trial development of Palestine. 

The report of the special nominations committee was 
called for. Mr. Avner reported that according to the in¬ 
structions of the Convention, he and his committee had held 
a session until 2:20 P. M., to receive nominations from the 
floor. He reported the following as the complete ticket, 
omitting the officers elected at the morning session: 

Nominees for Resident Executive 
The following represent their organizations: 

For Hadassah 

Miss Sophia Berger 
Mrs. Jay C. Guggenhcimer 
For Orders Sons of Zion 
Joseph Barondess 
Joshua Sprayregen 

For Young Judaea 
Dr. de Sola Pool 

Brought in by the Nominating Committee 

S. Abel 

Charles A. Cowen 
Abraham Goldberg 
Benjamin Perlstein 
Dr. Max Raisin 
Morris Rothenberg 
Edward Spiegel 
Lawrence Steinhardt 
Dr. Meyer Waxmati 

Nominated from the Floor 

S. Frankel 
R. D. Kesselman 
M. W. Norwalk 
B. G. Richards 
B. Shelvin 
Moc Werbclowsky 
. David Schneeberg 

E. Rabinowitz 
Dr. S. Melamed 

Mr. Geist, of Brooklyn: In the name of the New York 
delegates, I would like to be informed as to the records of 
the nominees. 

The Chairman: I believe that would not be in order. 


Mr. Neumann, of Brooklyn: I think the New York dele¬ 
gates have a right to express their views in order that out- 
of-town delegates may know of the activities of the nominees 
in Zionism, especially as all of them are New York Zionists. 

The Chairman: It does not follow that because a Zion¬ 
ist delegate lives in New York, therefore he knows what is 
going on in the movement. There are Zionists of Phila¬ 
delphia who come more frequently to the Federation office 
than many New York Zionists. 

Mr. Neumann, of Brooklyn: It is the feeling here that 
many of the out-of-town delegates should know whom the 
New York delegates are going to support. 

Mr. Wcrbelowsky, of Brooklyn: At the caucus Mr. Geist 
refers to only ten or twelve delegates were present. He 
does not speak for the New York delegation. 

Mr. Kesselman, of Bath Beach: Have we any provision 
in our constitution providing that members of the executive 
committee must be American citizens? 

The Chairman: No. 

* 

Mr. Levenson, of Boston: Most of the delegates come 
from out of town. They would like to know something 
about the nominees. 

The Chairman: Mr. Rosenblatt will inform the delegates 
who Mr. Steinhardt is. 

Mr. Rosenblatt: Mr. Steinhardt is one of the organizers 
of the University Zionist Society of New York, and is one 
of its governors. He is a new recruit, but is a young man 
of unusual ability, and has a large influence upon a group 
of men who may become valuable to Zionism. He would 
represent a new element on the committee. 

Mr. Kesselman deefined the nomination, all others ac¬ 
cepted. 

Mr. Geist, of Brooklyn: How many of the nominees are 
paid officials? 

The Chairman: I welcome this question. Every one here 
knows who the paid officials are. The question has been asked 
in order to give expression to a sentiment which ought not 
to find a place in a Zionist convention. The man who is a 
paid official is entitled to credit for having thrown his per¬ 
sonal fortunes to the winds in order to enter the Zionist 
government service. It is no discredit to the patriotism 
of a man to say that he occupies a position of trust and use¬ 
fulness in the United States government. On the contrary, 
it is regarded as an act of patriotism for a man to give up 
his personal affairs and to take his chances with a demo¬ 
cracy as to his future. So it ought to be in the Zionist move¬ 
ment. A man who gives up a legal career in order to serve 
Zionism, cutting himself off from opportunities for advance¬ 
ment, is not a paid official, but a servant of the Zionist cause, 
whose service, should be respected. It is to their credit that they 
have been willing to make the sacrifice involved, just as it 
was to the credit of members of the Inner Actions Comite 
when they decided to accept salaries from the organization 
for giving up all their private interests and making the Zion¬ 
ist interest their sole concern in life. 

A Delegate: Has Mr. .Richards been attending executive 
committee meetings? 

The Chairman: Not only has Mr. Richards attended 
meetings but he has been a valuable member of the com¬ 
mittee in many directions, contributing his advice and direct 
personal service to the solution of many of the practical 
problems of the organization. He has been constantly in 
touch with the offices and the officers. 

On motion, the list of nominations was closed. 

Dr. Alexander Wolf, of St. Louis, for the Budget Com¬ 
mittee : I have the honor to present the following report 
for the Budget Committee: 

Report of Budget Committee. 

Owing to a pressing engagement, the Chairman, Mr. 
Louis E. Kirstein, of Boston, had to leave the city on July 
3rd, and we regret very much that we could not have the 
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benefit of his advice and business experience during the 
entire session. Dr. Alexander S. Wolf has been elected 
Acting Chairman of the Committee, with Mr. Robt. D. Kes- 
selman as Secretary, and with the following as members of 
the Budget Committee: Mrs. J. Burstein, of Cleveland; 
Messrs. L. Robison (New York), Peter M. Levitt (Bos¬ 
ton), J. Saks (Norfolk), Dr. Edgar Friedenwald (Balti¬ 
more), David Sacks (Philadelphia), Michael Jellin (New 
Brunswick), Charles P. Blum (Springfield, Mass.). The 
Budget Committee held two meetings, at which the very 
important subject of the budget for the ensuing year has 
been thoroughly discussed, and after consultation with repre¬ 
sentatives of various organizations, the following suggestions 
are presented to the Convention: 

EXPENSES FOR FEDERATION OF AMERICAN 


ZIONISTS. 

Rent . $375 oo 

Light . 55 oo 

Telephone . 155 00 

Postage . 600 00 

Office Salaries . 3,500 00 

Chairman’s salary . 3,120 00 

Printing, stationery, supplies, re¬ 
pairs, etc. 600 00 

Convention expense . 300 00 

Travelling expense for propaganda, 

etc. 500 00 


Total estimated expense. 9,205 00 


Accumulated deficit up to May 31, 1916... 3,799 99 


Total Federation Expense. 13,004 99 


For Affiliated Organizations: 

Dos Yiddishe Folk. 6,000 00 

Young Judaea . 4,000 00 

Hadassah Refund . 1,000 00 

Maccabaean . 1,500 00 

Judaean Press . 600 00 

Council of Greater New York. 2,500 00 


Total Affiliated Organizations. 15,60000 


Total expenses . 28,604 99 


Total Federation Expenses... 28,604 99 


Less Estimated Income: 

Federation dues . 6,500 00 

Registration at Convention. 300 00 

Miscellaneous income . 200 00 


Total. ' 7,000 00 


BALANCE . 21,604 99 


We recommend that the Convention request the Provi¬ 
sional Executive Committee for General Zionist Affairs to 
appropriate the above mentioned amount in consideration of 
the fact that the efforts heretofore exerted by the Zionist 
organizations of this country in their own behalf are now 
entirely devoted to the work of the Provisional Executive 
Committee for General Zionist Affairs. 

A number of questions were put regarding the budget, 
as to the subventions, the income, the appropriation for 
the New York Council. 

Upon motion, the Budget was approved as read. 

The Chairman: We shall now proceed to the election. 
The secretary will call the roll and as the delegate’s name 
is called, he will deposit his ballot. 

The roll was called, the ballots cast, and upon motion, 
the ballot-box was closed. 

The Chairman: To the President: Mr. President, the 
convention having concluded its business with the exception 
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of hearing the report of the tellers, I take great pleasure in 
turning over the gavel to you as president of the organization 
to close the convention. 

Dr. Friedenwald: I shall call upon Rabbi B. L. Levin- 
thal, of Philadelphia, to address the convention. 

Rabbi Levinthal: Speaking in Yiddish, expressed the 
appreciation of the work of the convention in furthering 
Zionism. 

Mr. Scheinkin spoke on the possibilities of Palestine. He 
pointed out that everything depended on the Jews themselves. 
There is nothing that hinders our development in Palestine. 
Palestine is waiting for us to cultivate it. 

Dr. Friedenwald: I shall call upon Dr. B. Epstein, of the 
National Fund Bureau. 

Dr. B. Epstein spoke on the National Fund. He showed 
the great progress the National Fund made during the last 
year. He expressed his hope that the ensuing year will 
bring still greater results. 

Dr. Friedenwald: We will be pleased to hear from 
Abram Goldberg, editor of Dos Yiddishe Folk. 

Mr. Goldberg: This Convention in Philadelphia has been 
a great convention in many respects:—in point of delegates, 
of actual results accomplished, in point of enthusiasm and 
exhibition of loyalty and devotion to our cause. We are all 
satisfied with the results, but it would he an error to believe 
that these accomplishments are due to the European situa¬ 
tion. The war merely accelerated things, but the growth 
of our movement, I dare say right here, dates back to the 
convention held in Tannersville seven years ago. There 
occurred a change in the method of procedure in our move¬ 
ment, unnoticeable to the public at large, but of great im¬ 
portance for the development of our movement. 

Many of you here probably still remember the conven¬ 
tion at Tannersville. We were only a handful there, but who 
knows whether all of those who came there came actually 
for the purpose of Zionism, and not for the purpose of 
Tannersville. We were only a few there, and the leaders 
that were at the head of the movement then laid down their 
arms and got out from under a situation that was from every 
point of view disheartening. Zionism was then left in the 
hands of the small group who had kept till then in the back¬ 
ground of the movement, but nevertheless brought the great¬ 
est sacrifices toward its achievement. This group was given 
a free hand, and to its credit be it said, that it introduced 
the new view-point in our movement, that watered the dry 
land and brought about this fruitage which we are enjoying 
now. What was this view-point? In brief, it is to be stated 
thus: that all the work done by Zionism and Zionists should 
be done under Zionist auspices and only under the Zionist 
banner. In other words, we put a stop to the dissipation of 
our forces, and we called a halt to the effacement of our 
organization, which was a matter of practice and theory for 
so many years. The result of this change was immediately 
marked. People all around us began to realize that there is 
a Zionist Organization and a Zionist movement, and became 
interested, and so. Zionists as Zionists worked for educa¬ 
tion, Zionists as Zionists participated in every Jewish prob¬ 
lem their colors unfurled. 

Since Tannersville, our movement has grown from 
strength to strength. Our funds increasing, our activities 
widening and penetrating every department of Jewish life. 
The participation of our organization in the Congress move¬ 
ment was merely the crowning effect of a system that had 
passed through the fire and became the common property of 
the entire Zionist movement. 

We all have seen to-day how hard it was for the oppo¬ 
nents of the Congress to get together a minority of ten and 
even then, it would be unjust to say that these ten are op¬ 
posed to the Congress. They are probably opposed to cer¬ 
tain methods; but they, too, are for the Congress. We are 
all for the Congress; that is, in consonance with the new view¬ 
point of our movement since Tannersville. I would, there¬ 
fore, at the end of this grand convention urge every dele¬ 
gate to bring home with him that great slogan: Every 
Jewish business is our business, but we approach it from 
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one angle; from the Zionist angle, and we work for it under 
one banner, under the banner of the white and blue — the 
Zionist banner. 

Dr. Friedenvvald: The delegates will be glad to hear 
from Joseph Seff, of New York. 

Mr. Seff spoke of the effectiveness of the Convention and 
of the progress of Zionism. 

The following resolution was introduced: 

“At the conclusion of the Nineteenth Convention of the 
Federation of American Zionists, as we look back upon the 
work which has been done in the past four days and the 
manner in which the business of the Convention has been 
transacted, and the spirit which has animated the Conven¬ 
tion, we, the delegates assembled at this Convention, do 
hereby resolve that the important practical results accom¬ 
plished, the dignity and enlightenment which have character¬ 
ized the Convention, the strengthening of spirit with which 
we resume our work, are due in a large measure to the Chair¬ 
man of the Executive Committee of the Federation of Ameri¬ 
can Zionists, who has presided over the business sessions 
of the Convention, 

“And be it therefore resolved, That there be recorded in 
the proceedings of this Convention, the deep and lasting 
obligation of the delegates and of the Federation to Mr. 
Louis Lipsky. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. There were 
calls for Mr. Lipsky. 

Mr. Lipsky: I think the convention should not adjourn 
without hearing from Mr. Leo Motzkin, one of the ablest 
workers in the Zionist movement, its historian, its guide at 
Congresses, and one of its most level-headed men. 

Mr. Motzkin was forced to the platform and speaking 
Yiddish, said in part: I have never been accustomed 
to deliver the farewell address. I was always wont to speak 
at the beginning of conventions. I will, therefore, only 
convey my impressions of the convention to the delegates. I 
felt somewhat lonely, during the proceedings of the conven¬ 
tion. But the convention reminded me of the Zionist con¬ 
gress, for which I am longing so much. I feel a longing for 
the language. The usage of various languages at this con¬ 
vention showed the necessity of one common language. And 
my longing for the Hebrew tongue has become so intense 
during these few days! I am longing for a home land, a 
home land where I will feel at home, where I will not be 
considered a stranger, in a strange land. There, in the land 
of Israel, you are not a stranger, there you are at home. I 
do not at all envy the nations that possess all this, for we 
have the satisfaction of seeing the revival of our land and 
the revival of our language. 

Dr. Fricdcnwald, called in succession Dr. Bcnzion Mossin- 
sohn, Max Shulinan, Joseph Barondess and Jacob de Haas. 

Mr. Jacob de Haas, of Boston: This has been a most in¬ 
teresting Convention from many points of view. I recall 
Philadelphia in 1905; it was another kind of Convention. I 
remember Pittsburgh in 1903. the time when we brought into 
the movement the young Jews of America. Nothing satis¬ 
fies me more than this, that before I came here some weeks 
ago, in a discussion with the manager of Young Judaea, I 
told him that the average delegate to this Convention would 
be less than thirty-three years of age, and I was right. The 
movement is a movement of a younger generation and a 
movement such as ours must be the movement of a younger 
generation, if it is to exist. We, who are responsible for 
bringing you to Philadelphia, feel that we have succeeded in 
what we have set out to do in calling you here. We came 
here to the center of Jewish opposition, and we thought it 
necessary to make a skirmish in force so that the Jewish 
Movement of Philadelphia should feel satisfied with Zionism, 
and it is; I feel satisfied that the Jew's of Philadelphia know 
to-day what the Zionist Movement is. And because of that 
I seize upon this moment to strike a much different note to 
that which has preceded me. There is no need at this mo¬ 
ment to discuss when shall we have an American Zionist 
Convention in Hebrew', because long before we can arrive at 


that successfully, there will be, in my judgment, a Zionist 
Congress in Palestine. There is no need really to work out 
the problem of how shall we get there, for there is coming 
so fast to us that we are not ready for the obligations that 
stand in front of us. That is the point that I want to bring 
home to you. I am not worried for one moment about 
Palestinian preparedness. Over there there will be all the 
possibilities, if over here there has been a sufficiency of Zion- 
istic preparedness. We have voted a budget of a quarter of a 
million, and we are going to create a million dollar stock 
company. It is a trifle to what we are going to need in the 
near future for the Zionist Movement. I am not appealing 
for any money. It would not be wise. It does not meet the 
situation. We want something more than what the delegates 
can draw- out of their purses or out of their organizations. 
We want you to go home understanding that certain things 
are in front of you, and that certain things must be done, 
else we cannot achieve what destiny holds distinctly out in 
front of us. That note it is difficult to strike. One does not 
want to exaggerate and one does not want to be misquoted; 
and unfortunately we have within the Jewish world so many 
enemies of our own people, that it is difficult to say what it 
is in my mind to say to you; but this I do want you to con¬ 
ceive of Zionists: that in going from this Nineteenth Con¬ 
vention, you are going as near as human foresight can see 
into the labor of preparing for the realization of the idea 
which we have had in mind all these years. The dream is 
not far off. Its actual approach is a matter of years, a matter 
of a very, very short time in human life; and what puzzles 
me, and what keeps me awake in the small hours of the 
morning, is not what we are going to do over there, but 
how can we induce you individual delegates, societies and 
ourselves, how can we put forward that amount of human 
energy, that amount of human sacrifice, that we shall be 
ready to face the terrific onslaught of success. The officers 
of the Organization know with me that we have been dis¬ 
cussing this in a very small room, very seriously, because 
this is a terrific problem that faces the Zionist Movement 
at the present time. 

I would ask you to remember distinctly this thought, and 
to carry it back with you to every Jewish circle: that success 
lies distinctly ahead in the Zionist Movement. I ask you to 
do what you were asked to do by Mr. Brandeis on Sunday 
morning. The Movement must go through the revolution, 
and the revolution is this: that heretofore, we Zionists, every 
one of us, officers and members of the Organization, were 
all individuals, with our own individual ideas and actions. 
We were the least of all disciplined movements in the world. 
To face what is ahead of us, we must be an absolute dis¬ 
ciplined movement. We must recognize that our work is 
not the work merely of oratory. It is no accident that 
hitherto whenever you selected a Zionist leader you chose 
someone with the power of speech, because heretofore we 
started out with the idea that we wanted propaganda, and 
we made the propagandist do the work of an editor, or 
anything else. To-day, we have to face the new condition, 
that the Zionist movement must become an immense demo¬ 
cratic guide, controlled by an honest group of workers 
throughout the United States. We have to learn to under¬ 
stand and respect the men whose platform power is the very 
least of their ability; and we have to understand that every 
individual letter means someone’s effort has been wasted; 
that every request that is not answered means the loss of 
some precious hour; that every man we have not interested 
means a certain neglect; and that every Zionist society .must 
respond monthly, weekly and quarterly to every demand 
made by our Organization in order to carry out the opera¬ 
tions in front of us. 

Dr. Friedenwald closed the convention with brief remarks 
appropriate to the occasion. The delegates remained stand¬ 
ing, singing Hatikvah. Singing the national song, they re¬ 
mained for a long time in the hall, finally dispersing at a late 
hour. 
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Other Conventions, Conferences and 
Meeting's at Philadelphia 


FOURTH ANNUAL SUB-CONVENTNON 
OF HADASSAH 

The fourth annual Sub-convention of Hadassah was held 
Monday and Tuesday afternoons, July 3 and 4, at the Hotel 
Walton, Philadelphia, Pa., Miss Henrietta Szold, Chairman of 
the Central Committee, in the Chair, and delegates to the 
number of about seventy, representing twenty-six Chapters 
in as many cities, present. 

The Central Committee reported that since the last Con¬ 
vention held in Boston, the Hadassah organization had in¬ 
creased from fifteen to twenty-six Chapters, and a twenty- 
seventh Chapter, in Los Angeles, Cal., had applied for a 
charter on the opening day of the Convention. The total 
membership of Hadassah is now 1,937. Nearly $12,500 had 
been raised by the Chapters during the past year for the 
Emergency Fund, from which Hadassah drew only its budget 
of $4,800. 

Although for personal reasons the two nurses sent to 
Palestine were obliged to return to this country, the work 
in Jerusalem continued uninterrupted, the maternity work 
under the supervision of Doctor Bertha Kagan, and the tra¬ 
choma work in twenty schools, with 3,600 pupils, under the 
care of Doctor Albert Ticho. Through the generosity of the 
Chicago Jewish Committee for Palestinian Welfare, Hadas¬ 
sah will be enabled to extend the maternity work to Jaffa, 
which along with the rest of Palestine is suffering greatly 
from a dearth of physicians. 

The former nurse-in-charge. Miss Rose Kaplan, is at pres¬ 
ent caring for the refugees in the encampments in Alexandria, 
and reports of her work reach us from time to time from 
Mr. William C. Hornblower, the manager of the encamp¬ 
ments. 

The Central Committee also reported the receipt of a 
communication from the Inner Actions Comite, urging the 
need of physicians and nurses in Palestine. The Hadassah 
Central Committee favored the equipment of a Medical Unit, 
consisting of ten physicians and two nurses, the probable 
cost of equipment, drugs, transportation, etc., for which 
would probably require a minimum of $25,000. It was re¬ 
solved that the delegates to the Hadassah Convention go on 
record as endorsing the action of the Central Committee in 
accepting the task of equipping a Medical Unit, and that they 
pledge themselves to raise the required amount, the Unit 
to start not later than September 1, if possible. 

Hadassah is prepared to furnish its Chapters with a travel¬ 
ing library of Jewish and Zionist literature, and it has also 
undertaken the publication of the Maccabaean at Purim next 
year, for the fifth anniversary of Hadassah. 

At the second session Miss Sampter, Director of the 
School of Zionism, read a parer containing a report of the 
work done at the School of Zionism during the season 1915- 
1916, and outlined plans for the future. 

The changes in the Hadassah constitution as printed in 
the April Bulletin were next considered. It was resolved 
that the dues of associate members be raised to three dollars, 
that every Chapter of Hadassah shall be entitled to send the 
same number of delegates to the Hadassah Convention as it 
sends to the Convention of the Federation of American 
Zionists, provided it shall have paid its full Palestinian quota 
to Hadassah; that besides regular and associate members 
there shall also be members-at-largc in centers where no 
Chapters are formed, and that Hadassah shall receive three 
dollars per annum from each member-at-large, out of which 
it shall pay the Shekel and Federation dues, and of which 
50% shall be devoted to the Palestinian purpose that the 
Central Committee shall be increased to nine members, that 
its officers shall be a Chairamn and a Treasurer, and that the 
Central Committee shall initiate and administer the Pales¬ 
tinian enterprises of Hadassah. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

1. That the Central Committee of Hadassah continue to 

issue the Bulletin monthly in printed form for dis¬ 
tribution among all the members of Hadassah Chap¬ 
ters. 

2. That the Hadassah Chapters, instead of remitting their 

payments for sub-charter fees, Shekel taxes, and Fed- 
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eration dues directly to the Federation of American 
Zionists, shall forward all such sums to the Central 
Committee of Hadassah for transmission to the Fed¬ 
eration of American Zionists. 

3. That this Convention endorse the policy of the Central 

Committee in retaining a small percentage of all 
Palestine Funds for administration and propaganda 
purposes. 

4. That all collections for the Provisional Executive Com¬ 

mittee be sent to the Committee through our own 
Central Committee, except in those cases where the 
Chapters are affiliated with state organizations. 

5. Whereas, experience has shown that Zionist societies 

can be sustained, and can work intelligently for the 
advance of the movement, only if the underlying prin¬ 
ciples of Zionism are thoroughly, understood by the 
members, and the scope of Zionist institutions and 
the bearing of Zionist achievements are thoroughly 
familiar to the members, therefore 
Be it Resolved, that every Chapter of Hadassah be 
urged earnestly to organize a Zionist reading circle or 
a Zionist study circle, and that such circle or circles 
keep in touch with the Hadassah School of Zionism 
for guidance or co-operation. 

6. Resolved, that the sewing circles organized by a Chap¬ 

ter of Hadassah shall appoint a reader, either one of 
its members or an outsider, to read aloud during part 
of its sessions, and that the Central Committee be 
asked to prepare a list of literary Zionist readings to 
be used in this way by Hadassah sewing circles. 

Doctor Dora Askowith presented a statement on the aims 
of the Jewish Women’s Congress Organization, and appealed 
to the delegates to the Hadassah Convention to support the 
movement in their home towns. 

Mrs. Joseph Selick of Toronto, addressed the Convention 
and announced that on her return to Canada she would pro¬ 
ceed at once to form Chapters of Hadassah, and in particular 
would secure funds for the Hospital Unit and for the Alex¬ 
andria work of Hadassah. Through the courtesy of the 
British Government, the Zionists in Canada and in England 
are now permitted to collect funds for their suffering breth¬ 
ren in Palestine and in Egj-pt. 

The following were elected members of the Central Com¬ 
mittee: Miss Sophia Berger, Mrs. Richard Gottheil, Miss 
Rose A. Herzog. Miss Lotta Levensohn, Mrs. B. A. Rosen¬ 
blatt, Miss Jessie E. Sampter, Miss Alice L. Seligsbcrg, Miss 
Nellie Straus, and Miss Henrietta Szold. 

THE INTERCOLLEGIATE ZIONISTS’ CONFERENCE 

The conference of members interested in Zionist work 
among college students was held on Tuesday afternoon at 
the Hotel Walton. There were sixteen delegates and depu¬ 
ties present, representing eleven colleges. Reports were re¬ 
ceived from many of the colleges represented through their 
delegates. Addresses were delivered during the session by 
Judge Julian Mack, Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn and Miss Mary 
Antin. One of the important decisions arrived at was that 
a secretary be secured for the ensuing year to take charge 
of the administrative work of the organization. The con¬ 
ference pledged itself to raise $1,000 for the Emergency Fund 
from amongst the students. 

The following officers were elected: Jonas Friedenwald, 
President; Benjamin Levinson, 1st Vice-President; Martin 
Feinstein, 2nd Vice-President; P. Bcrditcheff, Treasurer. The 
Secretary, who is to be a paid official, will be elected by the 
officers and members of the Advisory Committee. The fol¬ 
lowing of the Advisory Committee were elected: Justice 
Brandeis, Judge Mack, Prof. Gottheil and Dr. Kallen. 

It was decided that the various collegiate societies inter¬ 
ested in the Zionist Organization be urged to follow the 
method employed in Baltimore of having active circles of 
selected members for intensive study and work under the 
leadership of the older men. 

There were a number of interesting discussions during the 
conference and conditions seemed favorable to the strength¬ 
ening of the movement among the students. 
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THE HEBREW CONFERENCE. 

The Hebrew Conference was held Tuesday evening, July 
4tli, at the Hotel Walton. The conference was attended by 
over a hundred specially elected delegates to the Hebrew 
Conference with about five times as many visitors and guests. 
This was perhaps one of the most important conferences 
held during the convention, for it was the first time in the 
history of American Zionism that a conference, specially 
devoted to the revival of the Hebrew language, was held 
under the official auspices of the Federation of American 
Zionists. 

The conference was opened by Mr. K. Whiteman, presi¬ 
dent of the Histadruth Haibrith. In his opening remarks, 
Mr. Whiteman spoke of the importance of the conference, 
and then introduced Mr. Menachcm Scheinkin, of Palestine, 
who acted as chairman of the evening. In a short but im¬ 
pressive address, Mr. Scheinkin related how the Hebrew 
language, which was embalmed for the last two thousand 
years in a casket of liturgy, has become the vernacular in the 
Land of Israel. 

Addresses were delivered by Dr. Schmarya Levin, Dr. 
Benzion Mossinsohn, Rabbi B. L. Lcventhal, of Philadelphia, 
Mr. Leo Motzkin, Mr. Joshua Sprayregen, Mr. D. Ben Gurien 
and Mr. K. Whiteman. 

Mr. M. Bernstein, secretary of the Histadruth, read tele¬ 
grams from a large number of organizations and persons. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, That this conference assembled on July 4th, 
recognize the Histadruth as the official Organization for Hebrew 
propaganda in this country. 

Resolved, That the Temporary Committee be authorized 
to call a Hebrew Convention of regularly elected delegates 
from existing Hebrew speaking societies. 

Resolved, That the time of the Convention be decided 
by the Temporary Committee. 

Resolved, That the Temporary Committee remain in 
power until the time of the Convention. 

THE PALESTINE CONFERENCE. 

The Palestine Conference was held at the Hotel Walton, 
on Monday afternoon, July 3rd. at 3 P. M., with Bernard A 
Rosenblatt in the chair. 

The following organizations were represented: 

New York Achooza A—Michael Salit, Leopold Kehlman and 

Benjamin Siegel. 

Chicago Achooza A—A. H. Fromenson. 

St. Louis Achooza B—N. G. Baron. 

California Achooza—J. Farbstein. 

Zion Commonwealth—Sylvan Robison, Dr. Aaron Ember, 

Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Pittsburgh Achooza—Morris Neaman. 

By invitation the following: Mr. S. Frankel, Mr. M. Schein¬ 
kin, and Miss Eva Leon. 

The chairman announced that owing to the illness of 
Mrs. Joseph Fcls, she would be unable to attend the con¬ 
ference, but that he had interviewed Mrs. Fels on Monday 
morning, and as a result of such interview an important an¬ 
nouncement would be made by Prof. Horace M. Kallen. 

Dr. Kallen then stated that as a result of the discussion 
between Mrs. Fels, Bernard A. Rosenblatt and himself, he 
was able to announce that Mrs. Fels had agreed to provide 
funds sufficient for the organization of a Single Tax colony 
in Palestine in connection with the work of the Zion Com¬ 
monwealth. The exact amount of the contribution was not 
officially stated, but it was understood that the sum would 
be large enough to secure the launching of an important 
Single Tax colony in Palestine. Prof. Kallen suggested that 
a committee of three be appointed by the conference with 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt as chairman to take up with Mrs. Fels 
the plans for such a colony, it being understood that such 
committee would be able to obtain the advice of Justice 
Louis D. Brandcis from time to time. 


This announcement was received with applause, and, on 
the motion of Michael Salit, the following committee was 
appointed by the unanimous vote of the conference: Bernard 
A. Rosenblatt, Chairman, Sylvan Robison and Michael Salit. 

The Chairman called upon Mr. M. Scheinkin, who spoke 
upon conditions in Palestine and the importance of prepar¬ 
ing at this time for active work immediately upon the ter¬ 
mination of the war. Mr. S. Frankel spoke on the necessity 
of some form of union or federation between the various 
Achoozas in this country. 

The Chairman then called for reports of the various 
Achoozas, a summary of which appears below: 

1— New York Achooza A has 95 members with aggregate 
outstanding shares of 876, each share representing a sub¬ 
scription to 10 dunams of land. The amount collected from 
members to date is $42,217.35, of which $39,840.85 is invested 
in Palestine and $1,502.90 is kept in New York City. More 
than $30,000 is now overdue from members. The Achooza 
is now negotiating with Dr. Rupin with regard to the pur¬ 
chase of one of several parcels of land. Mr. L. Kehlman 
is president, and F. Kobak financial secretary. 

2— -The Pittsburgh Achooza reported a membership of 
18, with the total amount collected to date $4,582.52, of which 
$976 is deposited with the Anglo-Palestinc Company and 
$976 with the Jewish Colonial Trust of London and $2,277.67 
on hand in Pittsburgh. The sum of $352.85 has been ex¬ 
pended for organization and propaganda. The officers of 
the Achooza arc President, Samuel Amdursky; Secretary, 
Hyman Sapeer; Treasurer, Morris Neaman. 

3— Cleveland Achooza reported a membership of 34, with 
250 shares sold. $9,000 has been collected to date, of which 
$7,000 is deposited with the Anglo-Palcstine Bank and the 
balance with a local bank in Cleveland. The members are 
in arrears in their dues for a year and a half, but have re¬ 
cently decided to continue their payments promptly in the 
future. The officers are: President, A. Garber; Treasurer, 
A. Simon; Secretary, A. Chertoff. 

4— Los Angeles Achooza (California Palestine Land and 
Development Company) reported membership of 33, with all 
the shares (33) sold, each share having the par value of 
$1,500. The Achooza has collected to date $6,500 of which 
$1,200 is on deposit with local banks, and the remainder with 
the Anglo-Palestinc Company, Jaffa, Palestine. Dr. Leo T. 
Blass is President and Morris Kaufman, Secretary of the 
organization. 

5— Sylvan Robison reported for the Zion Commonwealth, 
stating that the organization now has a membership of 64, 
grouped in five sections (2 in New York and one each in 
Baltimore, Hartford and Boston). The organization began 
its activities during the war, but, in spite of that fact, prac¬ 
tically all the members are in good standing and a fund of 
nearly $4,000 has been collected. The officers are: Presi¬ 
dent, Bernard A. Rosenblatt; Treasurer, Sylvan A. Robison; 
Secretary, Rachaviah Lewin-Epstein. 

After discussion of the advisability of some form of fed¬ 
eration among the Achoozas in this country, it was unani¬ 
mously resolved that a committee of five be appointed for 
the purpose of corresponding with the various Achoozas, 
leac'h'g towards the establishment of a union of Achoozas 
in t’'is country. The following committee was appointed: 
Leopold Kehlman, of New York; Morris Neaman, of Pitts- 
burg’-; Benjamin Siegel, of New York; N. G. Baron; of St. 
Louis, and Bernard A. Rosenblatt, of New York. 

The chairman then presented a resolution recommended 
by a special Palestine Committee which had previously been 
appointed by the Provisional Zionist Committee for the es¬ 
tablishment of a permanent Palestine Bureau under the juris¬ 
diction of the Provisional Zionist Committee. After discus¬ 
sion of the resolution, it was unanimously adopted and ap¬ 
pears in the record of the convention as one of the conven¬ 
tion resolutions. 

The meeting was adjourned with instructions that the 
committee of five be authorized to take such measures as 
they may deem necessary or advisable tow'ards the estab¬ 
lishment of a union of Achoozas. 
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YOUNG JUDAEA CONFERENCE. 

Leaders of Young Judaea attending the Zionist Conven¬ 
tion held a conference on Sunday morning at eleven o’clock 
at the Hotel Walton. Many other delegates attended and par¬ 
ticipated in the discussion bearing upon the active participa¬ 
tion of adult Zionist organizations in the work of Young 
Judaea. Among other resolutions, the following were 
adopted for presentation to the convention of the Federa¬ 
tion. 

1. Resolved, that the Federation of American Zionists 
urge its affiliated societies to organize junior branches and 
recommend that these junior societies affiliate with Young 
Judaea. 

2. Resolved, that where district councils or bureaus are 
established under the Federation of American Zionists, 
special committees or departments shall be formed to organize 
and direct junior organizations under the auspices of Young 
Judaea. 

CONFERENCE OF YIDDISHE FOLK 

A large number of the delegates met on Tuesday after¬ 
noon in the Palm Room of the Hotel Walton to discuss the 
affairs of the Yiddishe Folk. Joseph Barondess presided, and 
Philip M. Raskin acted as secretary. Reports were received 
from Abram Goldberg. A. Bogin, Louis Lipsky, on the ad¬ 
ministration of the publication. A number of the delegates 
participated in a discussion, among whom were David B. 
Tierkel, Saul Drucker, Joseph Josephson, and others. It 
was the concensus of opinion that a board of directors of 
three be appointed by the Federation to take charge of 
Dos Yiddishe Folk. No other resolutions were adopted. 

THE MASS MEETING AT THE METROPOLITAN 
OPERA HOUSE. 

The largest Jewish meeting ever held in Philadelphia was 


the Zionist mass meeting held on Sunday evening, July 2d, at 
the Metropolitan Opera House. There were over four thou¬ 
sand in the theatre, and several thousand were turned away 
for lack of space, a number of open air meetings being held 
in the vicinity of the theatre. The enthusiasm of the audi¬ 
ence was unbounded. Many of the speakers were greeted 
with tumultuous applause that lasted for several minutes, and 
as the crowning sensation of the evening over $160,000 was 
pledged for the Emergency Fund by the audience. 

Mr. Justice Brandeis did not speak, but his appearance 
on the platform was the signal for an outburst of applause 
that lasted for more than five minutes. 

Mr. Louis Edward Levy acted as chairman. The speakers 
were: Dr. Max Heller, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Mary Antin, 
Rev. William Blackstone, Dr. Schmarya Levin, Dr. Benzion 
Mossinsohn, Rev. Hirsch Masliansky, Dr. Harry Frieden- 
wald and Joseph Barondess. 

THE BANQUET ON MONDAY EVENING. 

The social feature of the convention was the banquet 
on Monday evening at the Scottish Rites Hall, arranged by 
a sub-committee of which Martin O. Levy was chairman. 
There were 750 guests, who spent the evening in an enjoy¬ 
able manner, singing songs, conversing and in social inter¬ 
course. Dr. Harry Friedenwald was the toastmaster, and 
there were a number of interesting speeches delivered, not¬ 
ably by Mr. M. Scheinkin, Dr. S. Melamed and others, but 
for the most part the evening was not devoted to serious 
matters. There was no collection, but Dr. David Blond- 
heim, in an address on the late Dr. Schechter, proposed 
that the lamented Jewish scholar's name be inscribed by the 
delegates in the Golden Book of the National Fund, which 
was done on the spot. It was a late hour when the ban¬ 
queters adjourned. 


Letters to the Convention 


FROM VICTOR JACOBSON FOR THE INNER 
ACTIONS COMITE. 

Copenhagen, June I, 1916. 

Gentlemen: We have received your letter of May 8th, 
and are glad to take the opportunity to greet you on the 
occasion of your annual convention. 

Our friend and colleague. Dr. Schmarya Levin, who has 
been staying in your midst for the last year and more, will 
represent the Actions Comite at your convention and in the 
name of the Actions Comite will communicate to you our 
greetings. 

For the present, therefore, prompted by the deepest senti¬ 
ments, we wish merely to say to you that these two years 
of your activity constitute a glorious page in the history of 
American Zionism. 

In the moment of great danger, which threatened to 
shatter the foundations of our positions in Palestine and of 
our organization, you sprang into the breech and assumed 
the most important role in the struggle for their preserva¬ 
tion, which the war had imposed on our organization as on 
the whole world. With fine political sense, you have under¬ 
taken the gigantic task, now, during the war, of organizing 
American Jewry on a democratic-national platform. 

Looking beyond, you have thus commenced the organiza¬ 
tion of all Jewry. 

For the great moment you have also found great men 
and have given to the organization the great leader, of whom 
we are all proud, in the person of Louis D. Brandeis. 

The magnificent results of your work are a reality. But 
with the untiring energy, you are striving to extend your 
work still further, and we hope for still greater things from 
you. 

The present convention will form a new milestone on this 
road, which is a road of labor, honor, and success. 

We send you our sincerest wishes. With you of one 
mind we are proud to strive together on the same road for 
the same goal. 

With high esteem and Zion’s greetings, 

DR. VICTOR JACOBSON. 


FROM PROF. OTTO WARBURG 

Fellow Zionists: 

In July you will again assemble, will again arrange a re¬ 
union of all the Zionist forces in America, in order to 
strengthen the Zionist Organization in the United States 
and to give an account of the year just past. 

To this Convention we wish to express the thanks of the 
Zionist Actions Comite for the fruitful work performed in 
the interest of the entire movement and especially in the in¬ 
terest of Palestine, and to give the assurance, that the Ac¬ 
tions Comite of the Zionist Organization is filled with strong 
confidence in the American Zionists. We know that the 
leaders and representatives of American Zionism are sharing 
our cares and hopes fot the future. We are convinced that 
the convention of the Federation of American Zionists will 
again strengthen Zionist work in America, that it will signify 
the invigoration of the national organization of American 
Jewry, and let us hope, bring the entire Zionist movement a 
step nearer to the goal. 

With the best wishes for your conference, we remain, with 
Zion’s greetings, 

O. WARBURG. 

FROM DR. ARTHUR HANTKE 

Fellow Zionists: 

To the convention to which you will assemble in July, I 
send you, in the name of the Inner Actions Comite, our best 
wishes. May this Convention bring before the eyes of the 
world how great the strength which rests in American Zion¬ 
ism, how large its importance not only for American Jewry, 
but also for the entire Jewish nation. All Zionist Organiza¬ 
tions will pursue the Convention of the American Zionists 
with the heartiest interest. The Actions Comite requests 
you to accept the assurance that all its members know the 
significant role which the work of the Federation of Amer¬ 
ican Zionists is playing just in these hard times. We are 
endeavoring, so far as in our power, to assist the Executive 
Committee of the Zionist Organization in its work for the 
entire movement. But we know that our assistance and help 
is dependent upon the hearty co-operation of all the mem¬ 
bers of the Zionist Organization, among which the Federa¬ 
tion of American Zionists has to accomplish so significant a 
task. 

We greet the American Zionists most heartily. 

DR. ARTHUR HANTKE. 
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Telegrams Received at the Convention 


CONNECTICUT. 

New Haven. —Ohavei Zion. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington. — Ahavas Zion Society. 

FLORIDA. 

Jacksonville. — Jacksonville Zionist Camp. 

GEORGIA. 

Atlanta. — Zionists of Atlanta. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago. — Ezra Gate .Knights of Zion. 

KANSAS. 

Kansas City. — Kansas City Chapter of Hadassah. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston. — Beth El Zion Association. 

Brockton. — Agudas Dorshei Zion. 

Lynn. — Tiphereth Zion. 

Newburyport. — Dcgel Machne Jehudah. 
Springfield. — Agudath Zion. 

Woods Hole. — Richard Gottheil. 

MICHIGAN. 

Battle Creek. — Boris Goldberg, of Wilna. 

MINNESOTA. 

Minneapolis. — Ohavei Zion Society. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Orange. — Zionist Society of the Oranges. 

Plainfield. — Children of Hebrew School. 

NEW YORK. 

Newburgh. — Nordau Zionist Society. 

New York. — Ben Ychudah and Ben Abi; The Austro-Hun 
garian Zionist Society; S. Sobel and S. Epstein. 

OHIO. 

Akron. — The Maccabaean Club; The Students of the Mac 
cabaean School; Young Judaea. 

Canton.— Daughters of Zion. 

Cincinnati. — B. Manischewitz Co.; Zionists of Cincinnati. 
Cleveland. — Sisters of Zion. 

Columbus. — Ohio States Zionist Convention. 

Youngstown. — Youngstown Chapter of Hadassah. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia. — Jno Hay Lodge, I. O. B. S. 

TENNESSEE. 

Nashville. — B'nai Zion Society. 

WISCONSIN. 

Green Bay. — Wisconsin State League of Zionist Societies. 
Marshfield. — Philip P. Bregstone. 

Milwaukee. — Jehudah Halevy Gate. 


Telegrams Relating 


COLORADO. 

Denver. — Denver Chapter of Hadassah, per Mrs. 

Nathan Block . $10 oo 

CONNECTICUT. 

New Haven. — Central Zionists of New Haven.. SO oo 

New London. — Central Zionist Committee of 

New London . 30 50 

Norwich. — United Zionists of Norwich. 62 00 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington. —Emergency Fund Committee (abt.) 100 00 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago. — Hatechia Knights of Zion. 75 00 

Provisional Fund of Zerubovel, per Ben Koe- 
igsberg, Chairman . 25 00 

INDIANA. 

Gary. — Ladies Auxiliary Wolfson Zion Gate.... 15 00 

Wolfson Zion Gate. 50 00 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville. — Louisville Zion Society. 16000 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lowell. — Agudath Zcirc Zion. 25 00 

Lynn. — Emergency Fund Committee, per S. 

Sharmoth . 75 00 

MISSOURI. 

St. Louis. — Dr. Alch, Chairman . 200 00 

Maccabaean Society, per Dave Bernstein, Pres... 400 00 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Portsmouth. — Degel Zion Society. 25 00 


to Emergency Fund 


NEW YORK. 

Schenectady. — Moriah Zion Association. 5000 

Utica. — S. E. Manchester. 50 00 


OHIO. 

Columbus. — Chovevei Zion, B'nai Zion, Nordau 

Zion, Poale Zion & Hadassah, per S. Rosenthal 125 oo- 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Beaver Falls. —The Tiphereth Zion, per H. Mark- 


son, Sec. 25 oo- 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis. — Ahavath Zion . 25 oo- 


TEXAS. 

Houston. — Houston Emergency Fund Commit¬ 
tee, per Louis A. Freed, Chairman and Jake 
Katz, Sec. 500 oo- 

VIRGINIA. 

Newport News. — Zionist Association of New¬ 


port News . 100 

Norfolk. — Central Zionists Committee. 50 

Richmond. — Richmond Zionist Society. 20 

WASHINGTON. 

Seattle. — Seattle Zionists.(about) 100 oo- 

CANADA. 

Toronto. — Louis D. Brandcis Girls. 4000 

Total. $2,387 50 
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Delegates to the Philadelphia Convention 

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. 


The Credentials Committee of the 19th annual convention 
of the Federation of American Zionists, reports to you as 
follows: 

In view of the fact that the various branches of the Fed¬ 
eration Organization have devoloped their own systems of 
per capita taxes, contributing, however, only part of the per 
capita taxes paid for Zionists purposes to the Federation; 

And in view of the further fact that the Constitution of 
the Federation does not provide for full representation, ex¬ 
cept upon the payment of the per capita tax, as provided in 
the Constitution; 

And in view of the fact that at this critical time, it is of 
utmost importance that Zionist policies be decided by all 
Zionists in Convention assembled, regardless of the per capita 
payments they may make to their central organization: 

We propose and recommend the following: 

First: That Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mr. Leo Motzkin, Dr. 
Benzion Mossinsohn, Dr. B. Epstein and Mr. Sheinkin, in 
view of their eminent Zionist services, be seated as Honorary 
delegates to this convention. 

Second: That the representatives present of the Fed¬ 
eration of the Galician Jews, the Order Brith Sholom, Inde¬ 
pendent Order Brith Abraham, Independent Order Sons of 
Israel, the Federation of Roumanian Jews, Independent 
Order Western Star, and other Jewish national organizations, 
who have adopted the Basle Program, be seated as honorary 
delegates. 

Third: That the members of the Provisional Executive 
Committee for General Zionist Affairs be seated as Honorary 
delegates. 

Fourth: That the members present of the Executive 
Committee of the Order Sons of Zion be accorded all the 
privileges of delegates to this convention. 

Fifth: That the members present of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of the Knights of Zion be accorded all the privileges 
of delegates to this convention. 

Sixth: That the members present of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee of Young Judaea be accorded all the privileges of 
delegates to this convention. 

Seventh: That the members present of the Executive 
Committee of the Hadassah organization be accorded all the 
privileges of delegates to this convention. 

Eighth: That the following elected delegates by the 
Camps mentioned be seated as delegates to this convention 
with full privileges, except the right to vote on amendments 
to the Constitution: 

Executive Committee—Joshua Sprayregen, J. Ish-Kishor, 
David Sobel, Rabbi J. Silver. 

Stamford, Conn.—Stamford Zion Camp—Max Speilke. 
Westfield, Mass.—Westfield Zion Camp—Isaac Bloch. 
Kansas City, Mo.—Bnei Jchuda—I. H. Rubin. 

Chicago, Ill.—N. Sokolow Camp—M. Aaronson. 

Jersey City, N. J.—Mizpah Camp—Bernard Rosen. 

Paterson, N. J.—Zion Camp—S. Sack. 

Perth Amboy, N. J.—Bnei Zion—Joseph Slobodin, Jacob 
Sosin. 

Trenton, N. J.—Trenton Zion Camp—Rev. N. Solant. 
Vineland, N. J.—Vineland Zion Camp—Max W. Krich. 
Bloomfield, N. J.—Bloomfield Zion Camp—M. Bogdansky. 
New Brunswick, N. J.—Petach Tikvah Camp—Michael Jellin. 
Somerville, N. J.—Somerville Zion Camp—C. K. Levy. 
Passaic, N. J.—Passaic Camp—H. Danielson. 

Plainfield, N. J.—Jchuda Halevi—Wm. Augenblick. 

Duluth, Minn.—Dr. Schcchter Camp—Leopold Kehlman. 
Buffalo, N. Y.—Dr. Bluestone Camp—Harry Harriton. 
Brooklyn, N. Y.—Palestine Camp—Dr. M. Waxman; Don 
Altneuland Camp—P. W. Etkes. 

Ezra Camp—Morris Rubenstein. 

Abarbanel Camp—Morris Shapiro; Judaean Camp—L. 
German. 


New York City—Bronx Zion Camp—Rabbi I. H. Levin- 
thal; David Wolffsohn Camp—Nathan Wolpert; Bar 
Kochba Camp—S. Cutler, Mrs. S. Cutler; Hatechiyah 
Camp—A. R. Bogin, M. J. Altshul; Friends of Zion—S. 
Eletz, E. Walitzky; Leon Pinsker Camp—Israel I. Wolf. 
Pittsburgh, Pa.—L. D. Brandeis Camp—A. M. Ress. 

Reading, Pa.—Reading Zion Camp—Max S. Skaist. 
Philadelphia, Pa.—Moses Hess Camp—Jacob Zuasmer. 
Cleveland, Ohio—Judah Maccabaeans—Harry Kaplan. 
Cincinnati, Ohio—Cincinnati Herzl Camp—Harry Berman. 
Columbus, Ohio—Herzl Camp—Rabbi S. Margolis. 

Newport News, Va.—Newport News Camp—Max Levinson. 
Norfolk, Va.—Norfolk Camp—S. M. Jaffe. 

Springfield, Mass.—Har Sinai Camp—Joseph Natow. 
Jacksonville, Fla.—Jacksonville Camp—Jacob B. Hoffman. 
Scranton, Pa.—Scranton Zion Camp—Dr. Max Brasch, I. 
Allen. 

Brooklyn, N. Y.—Ezra Camp—Morris Rubenstein. 

New Britain, Conn.—Geulah. 

Superior, Wis.—Superior Camp—David Werbelowsky. 
Albany, N. Y.—Albany Camp—Jacob Mormar. 

Malden, Mass.—Carmel Camp—Moe Werbelowsky. 

Hartford, Conn.—Tikvath Zion Camp—M. D. Gelman. 
Portland, Maine—Portland Zion Caanp—A. Rubashkin. 
Cambridge, Mass.—Bialik Camp—S. Mansowitz. 

Grossman. 

Ninth: That the following delegates elected by the Gates 
of Knights of Zion in good standing, be seated as delegates 
to this convention with full privileges: 

Chicago, Ill.—Zerubovel Gate, K. O. Z.—Edward H. Harris, 
Nathan Kownigsberg, Morris N. Friedland, Miss Hannah 
Shulman, Boris Kazmann. 

Terre Haute, Ind.—Jehuda Maccabees—M. P. Ginsburg, 
Morris Levin. 

Sioux City 1 , la.—Sons of Zion—Alexander Sachs (Boston). 
St. Paul, Minn.—Tikwath Zion Gate—Rev. A. H. Kahn. 
Kansas City, Mo.—Tiphereth Zion—I. L. Bril (New York). 

Omaha, Neb.—Herzl and Nordau Gate of Zion—Dr. Philip 
Sher, Isidor Blum (Baltimore). 

Milwaukee, Wis.—Jehudah Halevi—Dr. H. M. Kallen, M. 
Dresdin; Hatikwah Gate—A. H. Fremonson (Philadel¬ 
phia), M. G. Baron (St. Louis). 

Rock Island, III.—Kadimah—Rev. H. Milkovsky. 

Sioux City, la.—Sons of Zion—Louis Fischer (Philadelphia). 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Ohavei Zion—Alex Kanter. 

Iron River, Mich.—Tiffereth Zion—Dr. D. S. Blondheim (Ur- 
bana). 

Sheboygan, Wis.—Chovcvei Zion—A. Hubbard (Boston). 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Ohavei Zion—Dr. G. D. Gordon. 
Chicago, Ill.—Daughters of Zion—David Saks (Phila.). 

Tenth: We further represent the following list of dele¬ 
gates entitled to representation at this convention, according 
to the Constitution of the Federation. 

Executive Committee Members. All members of the Executive 
Committee. 

Birmingham, Ala.—Tikwath Zion—Mollie Weinstein, Gussie 
Goldstein. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—Ahavath Zion—Rev. S. Rosen; Young 
Zionists Association—Jacob Farbstein. 

Denver, Colo.—Hadassah—Mrs. A. Friedman. 

Hartford, Conn.—Bnei Zion—Joseph Hoffenberg, M. Pasker; 

Bnei u-Bnoth Herzl—F. Lieberman. 

New Haven, Conn.—Ohavei Zion—Hyman Shalman; Kadi¬ 
mah—Benjamin Levinson. 

New London, Conn.—Hadassah—Elizabeth Cherkasky. 
Norwich, Conn.—Hadassah—Mrs. Adolph Ginsberg, Fanny 
Rosenthal. 

Washington, D. C.—Ahavath Zion—D. Alpher. 

Washington, D. C.—Louis D. Brandeis Society—Dr. Benj. 
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Louisville, Ky.—Louisville Zion Society—M. W. Adcs, Sarah 
C. Hoff, Minnie D. Isaacs. 

Atlanta, Ga.—Atlanta Zionist Society—Marjory Bleich. 

New Orleans, La.—Ohavei Zion—Dr. Max Heller, Annie 
Pailet, William Feldman. 

Baltimore, Md.—Hadassah—Mrs. Emil Crockin, Mrs. Jacob 
M. Moses, Grace Blondhcim, Ada Huss, Sara Slusky; 
Hageulah—M. Taiatle; Hatechiah—Hyman London, Abra¬ 
ham Pelovitz, Adelle Yaniger; Ohave Zion—Dr. E. B. 
Friedenwald, Israel B. Brodie, Dr. S. Wolman, Mycr 
Strauss; Tifereth Zion—Mary Cohen. 

Boston, Mass—Hadassah—Mrs. H. H, Rubenowitz, Mrs. 
George Wyner, Mrs. Alexander Burman. Mrs. J. Bon, 
Dora Lourie; Zion Association—Jacob Rubinovitz, Louis 
E. Kirstein, Henry C. Levenson, Benjamin Rabalsky, Pe¬ 
ter M. Leavitt. Alexander Burman, Mrs. Jacob de Haas, 
Louis Pokat, Jacob de Haas, Meyer J. Sawyer, Louis 
Jolles. Nathan Pinansky, S. J. Citron, Julius Meyer, Susan 
Brandeis, Louis D. Brandeis. 

Chelsea, Mass.—Chelsea Zionist Society—David G. Lourie, 
Jacob Brauerman, Joseph I. Rosenberg. 

Dorchester, Mass.—Zion Association—Fred Phillips. 

Fall River, Mass.—Fall River Zion Society—Mollie Bramson. 

Haverhill, Mass.—Degel Zion—Mary Jacobowitz, Eli Rosen¬ 
thal. 

Holyoke, Mass.—Zeire Zion—L. Bernstein. 

Lowell, Mass.—Zeire Zion—Abraham Steinberg, Isaac Car¬ 
mel. 

Lynn, Mass.—Tifereth Zion—Nathan Goroditzer. 

New Bedford, Mass—New Bedford Zion Society—Julius 
Berkowitz. 

North Adams, Mass.—Tikwath Zion—Bernard Miller. 

Springfield, Mass—Agudath Zion—Tho. P. Bloome; Zeire 
Zion—Rev. M. Kawalsky. 

Worcester, Mass.—Hadassah—Mrs. Abraham Cohen, Anita 
Asher; Shaare Zion—Rev. Meyer Freed, N. Abelson; 
Zeire Zion—Max Mintz, Bessie Alpert, Meyer Mintz. 

Portland, Maine—Hadassah—Babette Reinhardt, Katharine 
H. Scherman. 

Manchester, N. H.—Light of Zion—Louis Cohen. 

Hoboken, N. J.—Hoboken Zion Ass’n—Emanuel Fischer, 
Anna E. Ginsberg. 

Jersey City, N. J.—Dr. Herzl Zion Society—David Waldman. 

Newark, N. J.—Hadassah—Sarah Kussy; Menorah Young 
Folks—Philip J. Schotland; Theodor Herzl Zion Society 
—Harry Weiss, H. Horowitz; Emma Lazarus Zion So¬ 
ciety—Julius Silberfeld. 

Orange, N. J.—Zionist Society—Jonas J. Jacobs. 

Perth Amboy, N. J.—Hadassah—Etta Isenberg, Mrs. H. 
Kottler. 

Albany, N. Y.—Sons and Daughters of Zion—Harry D. 
Naum, Nathan Brenner. 

Brooklyn, N. Y.—Degel Zion—Charles Geist; Hatikvah—S. 
Kaplan, M. W. Rosen; Bayside Zion Society—Leon Luft. 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Ohavei Zion—E. E. Lisitzky, M. L. Cohen. 

New Rochelle, N. Y.—Hadassah—Minnie Rothschild. 

New York City—Achicbcr—A. S. Orlans, Daniel Persky; 
Austro-Hungarian Zionists'—Samuel Wiesen, Edward 
Speigel, Isaac Schuster, Jacob H. Rand, Dora Spiegel, 
Rachel Rose; Bnei Am Chai—Harry Wiener; David 
Wolffsohn Zion Society—I. Shainkman; Collegiate Zion¬ 
ist League—Louis E. Berman. Anna R. Abramson; Ha¬ 
dassah—Flora Cohen, Mrs. I. S. Danzieger, Mrs. Richard 
Gottheil, Mrs. J. C. Guggenheimer, Rose Jaine, Mrs. Jacob 
Kohn, Eva Leon, Miriam Reinhardt, Jessie E. Sampter, 
Mrs. Jacob Sobel, Henrietta Szold; Emunath Zion—Sarah 
Kamrass—Harlem Zionists—Ethel Pinas, Samuel Mar¬ 
cus; Hashachar—E. Rabinowitz, Israel Sussmonowitz, 
Morris Shmolowitz; Literary Circle Bnoth Zion Kadimah 
—Emma Blank; University Zionist Society—Elisha T. 
Friedman, Frank I. Schechtcr; Nordau Zionist Society— 
Joseph Schotz; Tiphereth Zion—E. L. Polack; Zionist As¬ 
sociation—Dr. A. M. Hilkowich, Rehabiah Lewin-Epstein, 
Geo. M. Lubarsky. 

Rochester, N. Y.—Bnai Zion—Rabbi Paul Chertoff, Isaac 
Posner, Lesser Paley; Hadassah—Mrs. Bernard Rose, 
Celia Bloom. 

Schenectady, N. Y.—Hadassah—Annette Lifsct; Moriah— 
Chas. H. Caplan, Nathan Sahr. 

Syracuse, N. Y.—Hadassah—Mrs. S. B. Kline, Mrs. Mark 
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Gais; Kadimah—Adolph Coblenz; Syracuse Zion Society 
—S. D. Solomon. 

Cincinnati, Ohio—Cincinnati Zion Society—Dr. J. H. Kap¬ 
lan, Nathan T. Isaacs. 

Dayton, Ohio—Ohave Zion—Charles Tandowsky. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Hadassah—Dr. Dora Askowith, Mrs. J. 
Goldman, Mrs. I. S. Biskind, Anna R. Berman, Rena C. 
Margolin, Emma Gross; Zionist Educational League— 
Mrs. S. P. Burstein, Mrs. S. Grossman. 

Youngstown, Ohio—Hadassah—Lena Ozersky. Nellie Straus, 
Rachel Natelson. 

Portland, Ore.—Portland Zionist Society—N. Weinstein. 
Hazleton, Pa.—Hazleton Zionist Society—Max A. Greenberg. 
Greensburg, Pa.—Bnei Zion— I. Kahanowitz. 

Johnstown, Pa.—Tikwath Zion—Nathan Glosser. 

Beaver Falls, Pa.—Tiphereth Zion—Julius Hostein. 
Solis-Cohen. 

Philadelphia, Pa—Aids of Zion—Solomon Solis-Cohen; 
Friends of Zion—Dr. Benjamin Ll Gordon, Dr. Jacob 
Berman, Jos Josephson; Hadassah—Sadye Gorchov; Mac- 
cabaean—B. Markovitz, B. Schaffer; Phila. Zion Society 
—Dr. Max L. Margolis; Hatikvah—E. Louis Rosen. 
Pittsburgh—Kadimah—Eva Auerbach, Louis H. Cadison; 
Tiphereth Zion—M. L. Avner, Morris Neamaj, Allan 
Davis, Joseph Bernstein; Shaare Zion—I. J. Williams. 
Reading, Pa.—Hadassah—Mrs. T. R. Cohn, Rae Hurwitz. 
Washington, Pa.—Theodor Herzl Zion Society—Samuel Kap¬ 
lan, M. A. Berman. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—Herzl Zion Club—Dr. Albert Kaufman. 
Providence, R. I.—Abcrei Zion—S. Silverman, Harry Ballon, 
S. Frankel, J. S. Rabinowitz. 

Chattanooga, Tcnn.—Hadassah—Mrs. Edward Jacobs. 
Nashville, Tenn.—Bnei Zion—Annie M. Garfinkle, Dr. Oscar 
Levin. 

Fort Worth, Texas—Ahavath Zion—B. Shelvin. (New York) 
San Antonio, Texas—Bnei Zion—Dr. S. Burg, E. Burg. 
Newport News, Va.—Zionist Ass’n—Hannah Levinson. 
Norfolk, Va.—Hadassah—Mrs. David Blaustcin, Mrs. Jacob 
Saks, Mrs. Lizzie Steinman, Rose Rosenthal; Bnei Zion 
Alliance—Dr. Louis I. Goldberg, J. Saks. 

Portsmouth, Va.—Daughters of Zion—L. H. Karp. 
Richmond, Va.—Richmond Zionist Society—Rebecca Sonen- 
berg. 

Charleston, W. Va.—Sons and Daughters of Zion—Mildred 
Cohen. 

Elizabeth, N. J.—Dorshei Zion—M. B. Jacobson. 

New York, N. Y.—Hadassah—Miss Sophia Berger. 

Eleventh: In recognition of their active services in the 
work of arranging this convention, we recommend that Dr. 
Solomon Solis-Cohen, and Mr. Louis Edward Levy, Hono¬ 
rary President, and Chairman, respectively, of the Executive 
Committee of the Philadelphia convention committee, be 
seated as Honorary delegates to this convention. 

The committee further reports the following nineteen 
proposed delegates of the Order Bnai Zion, apointed by the 
Nasi for such action as this honorable body may see fit to 
take. 

S. Culter—Montefiore—Meriden, Conn. 

M. J. Altschul—Yehuda Hamchbi—Waterbury, Conn. 

Isaac Allen—Rabbi Mohliver—New London, Conn. 

Michael Solit and M. Rubenstein—Erie Camp, No. 12—Brook¬ 
lyn, N. Y. 

Rev. Max Raisin—Beth David—Roxbury, Mass. 

Wm. Goldsmith—Dayton Camp—Dayton, Ohio. 

Philip I. Schich—Tel Aviv—Newburyport, Mass. 

M* D. Gellman—Tickwath Zion—Hartford, Conn. 

Israel Goldberg—Leweth Zion—Chicago, III. 

Simon Berg—Degel Zion—Holyoke, Mass. 

Mr. Littman—Max Nordau—Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Gittelson—Zerubabcl—Bridgeport, Conn. 

Louis J. Grossman—Zehula—New Britain, Conn. 

Fred Goldenstyer—Schenectady, N. Y. 

Rev. H. Masliansky—Sholom Aleichem Camp—Brockton, 
Mass. 

M. Marcus—Kenereth Camp—Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Moses Bernstein—Bezalel Camp—Pittsfield, Mass. 

Sol. Druckcr—Newburg, N. Y. 

Jacob B. Hoffman—Jacksonville Zion Camp. 

Respectfully submitted, CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE, 
By Max G. Baron, Chairman. 
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FIRST SESSION 

On Sunday morning, June i8th, the eighth annual con¬ 
vention of the Order Sons of Zion was opened at the Acad¬ 
emy of Music, Baltimore, Md., by the Chairman of the local 
Convention Committee, Dr. Herman Seidel. 

The Chairman introduced the children of the Talmud 
Torah, who sang Hebrew and American National songs. 

The Chairman, in a short address, welcomed the delegates 
to the Convention, in the name of the Dr. Shamarya Levin 
Camp No. 68. Addresses were also delivered by Robert E. 
Lee, Esq., representing the Mayor of Baltimore, Dr. Harry 
Friedenwald, President of the Federation of American Zion¬ 
ists, Louis H. Levine of Baltimore, Mr. Jacob De Haas, Secre¬ 
tary of the Provisional Committee for General Zionist Affairs. 
Dr. H. Seidel then surrendered the chair to Mr. Joshua 
Sprayragen, Sgan Shainei of the Order and Chairman of the 
Convention Committee, who thanked the local Convention 
Committee and also the city of Baltimore for the warm 
welcome extended to the delegates. 

Greetings were read from Justice Louis D. Brandeis, the 
National Hebrew Folk School of New York, Immigrant Aid 
Society of New York, Herzl Zion Camp No. 19, Scranton, 
Pa. 

The Chairman then introduced the Nasi of the Order, 
Mr. Joseph Barondess, who read his message to the Con¬ 
vention. 

At the invitation of the Chair, Mrs. Joseph Fels delivered 
a short address to the delegates. Mr. Hershfield, of the 
Immigrant Aid Society, was also called upon to deliver an 
address. 

Greetings were also read from Miss Henrietta Szold in 
the name of the Hadassah. 

The Nasi then appointed the following Committees: 
CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 

Moe Werbelovsky, Chairman, Ezra Zion Camp No. 12. 
Morris Kramer, David Wolfsohn Camp No. 21. 

Nathan Malmud, Don Abrabanel Camp No. 49. 

Joseph Bernstein, Palestina Camp No. 22. 

M. A. Enteen, Palestina Camp No. 22 

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE. 

Dr. S. B. Hoffman, Chairman, Dr. S. Levin Camp No. 68. 

Dr. H. Seidel, Dr. S. Levin Camp No. 68. 

J. E. Berger, Stamford Zion Camp No. II. 

H. Sackler, Leon Pinskcr Camp No. 41. 

Dr. I. Miller, David Wolfsohn Camp No. 21. 

L. Wolfsohn, Brilo Zion Camp No. 2g. 

J. Sugarman, Hatikvah Camp No. 40. 

J. S. Cohen, Lebanon Zion Camp No. 54. 

J. Gordon, Norwich Zion Camp No. 75. 

I. Finkelstein, Herzl Zion Camp No. 19. 

H. Clotzman, Yehudah Hamachbi Camp No. 15. 

EMERGENCY FUND COMMITTEE. 

Dr. L. Goldberg, Chairman, Norfolk Zion Camp No. 65. 

L. Goldsmith, Bar Cochba Camp, No. 8. 

A. Bcckhoff, Bnei Zion Camp No. 20. 

H. Novick, Hatikvah Camp No. 40. 

M. Stamm, Norwich Zion Camp No. 75. 

Rev. I. K. Fisher, Newport News Zion Camp No. 69. 

S. M. Jaffc, Norfolk Zion Camp No. 65. 

J. Verdi, Pesach Tikvah Camp No. too. 

A. Price, Ezra Zion Camp No. 12. 

J. Abels, Louis D. Brandeis Camp No. 93. 

N. Cohen, Organization Camp No. I. 

S. Steinman, Sommcrville Zion Camp No. 83. 

H. Zable, Reading Zion Camp No. 46. 

COMMITTEE ON NASI’S MESSAGE. 
Counsellor Joseph L. Tepper, Chairman, Max Nordau Camp 
No. 27. 


Benj Wolman, Degel Zion Camp No. 16. 

S. Drucker, Dr. S. Levin Camp No. 68. 

Z. Oringel, Bronx Zion Camp No. 80. 

M. Caplan, Hatikvah Camp No. 40. 

L. Rubenstein, Hatechiyah Camp No. 10. 

H. Eiser, Bronx Zion Camp No. 80. 

D. Mandcl, Paterson Zion Camp No. 6. 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS. 

J. Siegel, Chairman, New York Bnei Zion Camp No. 18. 

Ph. Levine, Bnei Zion Camp No. 20. 

H. Zabel, Reading Zion Camp No. 46. 

J. Verdi, Pesach Tikvah Camp No. too. 

H. Borman, Paterson Zion Camp No. 6. 

Ch. Levine, Louis D. Brandeis Camp No. 93. 

Z. Oringel, Bronx Zion Camp No. 80. 

Benj. Rosenblatt, Zerubabel Camp, No. 66. 

J. Weissman, Goldfaden Zion Camp No. 9. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

Max Koppel, Chairman, New York Bnei Zion Camp No, 18. 

M. Litt, Trenton Zion Camp No. 44. 

J. Kubitsky, Hatikvah Zion Camp No. 40. 

M. N. Gordon, Beth David Camp No. 71. 

J. Stamm, Norwich Zion Camp No. 73. 

M. H. Hainy, Loraine, Ohio. 

M. Jelin, Pesach Tikvah Camp No. 100. 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 

Nathan B. Finkelstein, Chairman, Don Abarbanel Camp 
No. 49. 

Abr. Schochet, Hatikvah Camp No. 40. 

I. Wenglinsky, Altneuland Camp No. 45. 

I. Kurland, Dr. S. Levin Camp No. 68. 

P. Gladstone, Erschte Newarker Camp No. 14. 

A. E. Wagman, Teil-Aviv Camp No. 73. 

M. Kramer, David Wolfsohn Camp No. 21. 

L. Shatkin, Lebanon Camp No. 54. 

S. Chait, Dr. S. Neumann Camp No. 33. 

H. Rosenbaum, Yehudah Halevy Camp No. 57. 

The Nasi informed the Convention that a Camp has 
just been completed in Newark, New Jersey, on Thursday, 
June 15th, known as the Ahavath Achini, and that while he 
informed them that they could not be represented at this 
Convention they have, however, sent a representative. 

Mr. Louis A. Fast, of the Erschte Newarker Camp No. 
14, moved that this Convention recommend to the credential 
committee that the delegate be seated with a right to vote. 
The motion was seconded and carried. 

A motion to adjourn was regularly made and seconded, 
and carried. 


SECOND SESSION. 

Sunday afternoon. June 18th, 3:30 o'clock. The Nasi Mr. 
Joseph Barondess, presiding. 

Dr. Herman Seidel, Chairman of the Local Convention 
Committee, complained that there were misleading reports 
made by some of the delegates in the press, announcing 
speakers who were not at all present, to which 
the Chairman responded that it is the business of the local 
Convention Committee as residents of the city to correct all 
such reports and that if there be any complaint it should be 
made to the Press. 

The Maskir, Mr. Jacob Ish-Kishor, rendered his report, 
giving an account of the loss and gain in the membership 
and Camps during the year. The Maskir reviewed the work 
of Mr. Isaac Carmel, accomplished on his tour as organizer 
for the Order, stating that he has been successful in organiz¬ 
ing Camps in the states of Ohio, Massachusetts, and Penn¬ 
sylvania, and has also strengthened considerably many of 
the existing Camps. The Maskir also thanked Messrs. J. 
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Siegel and J. L. Bernstein, for their valuable assistance ren¬ 
dered the former as Chairman on Finance, and the latter as 
Chairman on Organization. 

At the suggestion of the Chairman the following telegram 
was sent to the Convention of the Order Sons of Israel 
which was convening at Boston, Mass.: 

“The Order Sons of Zion in Convention assembled ' 

sends your Order Zionist greetings, and trusts that dur¬ 
ing the ensuing year our two Orders which have so 

much in common, will be united in one organization.” 

A motion to have the telegram sent was regularly 
made, second and carried. 

The Chairman introduced Mr. E. W. Lewin-Epstein, who 
described the conditions in Palestine before the war, and the 
effect the war had on Palestine, and explained the success 
of the work accomplished by the Emergency Fund. 

The Nasi read greetings from Mr. Morris Altshul, N. Y., 
Har Sinai Camp, No. 86, Springfield, Mass.; and the Hatcchi- 
yah Society of New York. 

Dr. Goldberg, Chairman of the Emergency Fund Commit¬ 
tee, was called upon to say a few words in behalf of the 
Emergency Fund work done in Norfolk, Va. 

Mr. M. J. Finkelstcin moved that the Nomination Com¬ 
mittee be ready to report the names of the nominees to the 
Convention at the Monday Morning session. The motion 
was seconded. 

The Chairman then stated that since such a motion would 
change the program of the Convention, it could therefore be 
considered as a recommendation for the next Convention. 

Mr. M. Rothenbcrg of the Bar Cochba Camp stated that 
the Executive Committe was in charge of preparing the pro¬ 
gram for the Convention, and such program is always sub¬ 
ject to change by the body itself, and therefore Mr. Finkcl- 
stein's motion to change the order of business, according 
to the Constitution of this organization, is a privileged mo¬ 
tion and can always be taken up. If this Convention cannot 
decide itself what shall be taken up by it, then it means 
that it has no right to guide its own deliberations. 

The Nasi then stated that no vote can be taken until the 
Credential Committee reports, and we know who the dele¬ 
gates are. The motion was therefore ruled out of order until 
the rendition of the report of the Credential Committee. 

The Chair stated that in accordance with the program of 
the Convention, the Bialik Session should now be called to 
order. 

Mr. H. Abramowitz of the Braila Camp moved that the 
Credential Committee report before the Bialik Session. The 
Credential Committee not being ready to report, a mot : on 
was regularly made, seconded and carried that 20 minutes 
be devoted to a Bialik Session. 

Mr. Joshua Sprayregen, Rabbi Meyer Berlin and Abram 
Goldberg delivered short addresses in Hebrew on the life 
and writings of Bialik. 

The Credential Committee not being ready to report, 
Mr. Ed. Cahn moved that Mr. R. D. Kesselman, the auditor 
of the Order, be called upon to render a report. The motion 
was carried. 

Mr. Kesselman stated among other things, that he has 
particularly taken up the suggestion of Mr. Louis D. Bran¬ 
ded, that of the expense of the Order compared to its in¬ 
come, which showed the expenditures rather larger than 
what he has been accustomed to sec in the insurance busi¬ 
ness that was under his investigation. T''is has been investi¬ 
gated and report made to the Finance Committee and the 
Nasi. 

Mr. J. Siegel, reported for the Finance Committee. The 
Finance Committee offered the following two recommenda¬ 
tions: 

First, That an amendment be made to the Charter and 
Constitution of the Order whereby the Order be able 
to use a fixed percentage of the first year's insurance pay¬ 
ments for the expense fund of the Order. 

Second, That all expenses which do not appear in the 
Order's budget, and which may be necessary to be incurred 
by the Executive Board during the year, be approved 
by the Finance Committee, and unless its approval be given, 
such expense shall not be made. 

It was regularly moved and seconded that the report of 


the Finance Committee be adopted, and that the recom¬ 
mendations contained therein be referred to the resolution 
committee. Carried. 

Mr. Bernard G. Richards, secretary of the American Jew¬ 
ish Congress Organization Committee, spoke in behalf of 
the American Jewish Congress, at the request of the Nasi. 

Mr. J. Siegel, having been granted the floor, made the 
following statement: ‘ You heard a statement made by Mr. 
Kesselman who reported that Mr. Brandeis complained to 
him that the expenses of the Order Sons of Zion in com¬ 
parison with other Orders are too large, while we have been 
patting ourselves on our backs that wc are very economical. 
Our expenses last year amounted to $8000, of which $1,030 
was for shekolim and Federation tax which no other Order 
has. We also spent the sum of $810 for an organizer to speak 
on Zionism, which amount I do not believe any other Order 
spent either. $1,000 was paid out for debts incurred during 
the previous year. This shows that $3,000 of the $8,000 was 
spent purely for Zionist work, and that we only had $5,000 
actual expenses. In view of these facts, Mr. Siegel moved 
that Mr. Brandeis be informed of these figures. 

The Chair authorized Mr. Siegel to write a letter of ex¬ 
planation to Justice Brandeis. 

A delegate from Philadelphia extended an invitation to 
the members of the Order to attend the Convention of the 
Federation of American Zionists at Philadelphia, July 1st 
to 5th, 1916. 

The Chair permitted a recess of 10 minutes awaiting the 
Credential Committee's report. 

The Convention was again called to order ,and the Cre¬ 
dential Committee reported through its Chairman, Mr. M. 
Wcrbelovsky, as follows: 

That there arc 144 elected delegates of which 115 are 
present and 29 absent. That forty-nine Camps are repre¬ 
sented. 

That his Committee found it necessary to reject the cre¬ 
dentials of Dr. M. Dunn of the Gcoolah Zion Camp, No. 3, 
New Britain. Conn., for the reason that no notification of 
an election of delegates was sent to the Order's office. The 
Committee also did not recommend the seating of Mr. E. 
Teichncr of the Ahavath Achim Camp, No. 102. which was 
organized and installed on Thursday, June 15th, 1916, and 
therefore the Camp is not entitled to any representation. 

Mr. H. Danelson moved that Dr. Dunn be seated as a 
regularly elected delegate to this Convention, in view of the 
fact that the Geoolali Camp, No. 3 is one of the first Camps 
of the Order, and in good standing, and also in view of the 
fact that Dr. Dunn is one of the first members of the Order. 
The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

A motion to seat Mr. Teichner was carried by a majority 
vote. 

Mr. Solz of Cleveland on being given the floor, informed 
the Convention that his Camp was unaware as to the exact 
date of the Convention, and therefore did not send in the 
report of his election as a delegate on time. He further 
informed the Convention that he was elected delegate, 
and desired to be seated at the Convention. 

Mr. M. J. Finkelstcin moved that Mr. Solz be seated as a 
regular delegate. The motion was seconded and carried. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the report of the Credential Committee be accepted as cor¬ 
rected. 

Mr. M. J. Finkelstcin moved that the Nomination Com¬ 
mittee be called upon to report at the Monday Morning Ses¬ 
sion before 12 o'clock noon. The motion was carried. 

A motion to adjourn was regularly made, seconded and 
carried. 


MASS MEETING, SUNDAY EVENING 

A very large mass meeting was held at the Hippodrome. 
Mr. Israel Brodie in the Chair. Those who addressed the 
audience were Dr. H. Friedenwald, Judge J. S. Strahl, Mr. 
A. Goldberg. Dr. de Sola Pool, Dr. S. Levin, and the Nasi, 
Mr. Joseph Barondess. 

THIRD SESSION 

The Third Session of the Eighth Annual Convention of 
the Order Sons of Zion was opened by the Nasi, Mr. Joseph 
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Barondcss, on Monday morning, June 19th, at the Brith 
Sholom Hall, Baltimore, Md. 

Greetings were read from Mr. Louis Lipsky, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee of the Federation of American 
Zionists, Mr. Leo Motzkin, and the Cincinnati Chamber of 
Commerce, which invited the next Convention of the Order 
to Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. H. Kahn moved to the effect that this Convention 
recommend to the Resolution Committee to introduce a 
resolution decreasing the number on the Executive Board 
to eleven members and seven officers, making it in all 
eighteen on the Board. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
I. Wolff. Those who spoke in favor of the motion were 
Messrs. M. J. Finkclstein, N. B. Finkclstcin, and H. Rosen¬ 
baum. Mr. Chait spoke against the motion. 

The motion to decrease the number on the Executive 
Board to eleven members and seven officers was carried by 
a majority vote. 

Mr. Scheinkin addressed the Convention on the present 
condition of Palestine and urged that shares be bought in 
the Achoozas already organized, and that new Achoozas 
be organized in such places where there are none. As a re¬ 
sult of Mr. Scheinkin’s appeal, shares, amounting to $6,700 
were bought by the following: 


Harry Zable, Reading Pa.$ 500 

J. Weissman, New York City. 200 

Dr. M. S. Rubin, Boston, Mass. 300 

Z. Oringel, New York City. 200 

H. Abramowitz, New York City. 100 

L. Wilson, New York City. 100 

J. Morgcnstern, New York City. 100 

A. Lipton, Bloomfield, N. J. 100 

E. Caplan, Bloomfield, N. J. roo 

Samuel Salz, Cleveland, Ohio. too 

J. Kubitsky, Boston, Mass. 200 

J. Mormar, Brooklyn, N. Y. 300 

M. Rubinstein, New York City. 200 

S. Steinman, Sommerville, N. J. too 

N. Mulmud, Brooklyn, N. Y. 200 

M. Jelin, New Brunswick, N. J. 100 

Altneuland Camp, New York City...,. 100 

Benj. Rosenblatt, Bridgeport, Conn. too 

Palestina Camp. No. 22, Brooklyn. N. Y. 100 

Norfolk Zion Camp, No. 65, Norfolk, Va. 1,000 

Moe Werbelovsky . 2,000 

Joseph Barondess . 500 


$6,700 

The Nasi, Mr. Barondess, suggested that two chairmen 
be appointed, one for Achooza, and the other for Palestinian 
products, and these two be held responsible for the work 
done in these connections. The suggestion was well taken, 
and so recommended to the incoming administration. 

At the suggestion of the Chair, a collection was taken up 
by Mr. M. J. Finkclstein for the family of Mendel Beilis who 
arc at present residing in Palestine, and are very much in 
need of help. Private contributions resulted in a collection 
of $52.00. 

Dr. L. Goldberg, Chairman of the Committee reported 
as follows: 

First, Resolved to recommend that the Order Sons of 
Zion in Convention assembled herewith pledge itself to raise 
the sum of $20,000.00 for the Emergency Fund, and the said 
sum be collected through the Home office with the aid of the 
individual Camps. Mr. J. Roller moved the adoption. 

The Nasi urged that this resolution should be opposed 
upon the principle of self-taxation. Instead the Chair 
called for an amendment to the effect that the Order promise 
increased activity for the Emergency Fund for the coming 
year. The amendment was regularly made, and seconded. 
The amendment was taken to a vote and carried, thus dis¬ 
posing of the original motion. 

Second, Resolved that the Order request each of its 
Camps to raise for Emergency Fund a sum proportionate 


to its membership. The resolution was seconded and car¬ 
ried. 

Third, Resolved inasmuch as the members of the Order 
arc largely instrumental in collecting funds for the relief 
of war sufferers, therefore the members of every Camp should 
make every possible effort to apply not less than 25% of the 
city collections for the Palestine Relief Funds for the Pro¬ 
visional Committee. On motion the resolution was carried. 

A motion to discharge the Committee with thanks was 
regularly seconded and carried. 

The Nomination Committee not being ready to report, 
Mr. M. J. Finkclstein moved that the Committee be ready 
with its report for the first order of business in the after¬ 
noon session. This motion was seconded and carried. 

On motion the Convention adjourned at 1:30. 


FOURTH SESSION. 

The Nasi, Mr. J. Barondess, presided. 

Mr. N. B. Finkelstein, Chairman of the Nomination Com¬ 
mittee requests that the motion passed to have the nomina¬ 
tion committee report as the first order of business of the 
afternoon session, be reconsidered, as the Nomination Com¬ 
mittee wishes to have more time. A motion to that effect 
was regularly made, seconded and carried. 

Resolution Committee Report. 

The Resolution Committee reported through its Chair¬ 
man, Dr. Hoffman of Baltimore, Md. 

First: Resolved, that the Convention unqualifiedly 

endorses the Jewish Congress Movement and urges all its 
constituent organizations, its members and friends to aid, 
assist and further morally and financially and in every other 
possible way the said Jewish Congress Movement. Adop¬ 
tion recommended. 

Mr. Wolfsohn of the Brailo Camp amended that this 
Convention endorses the platform of the Philadelphia Con¬ 
ference of the Jewish Congress Organization. The amend¬ 
ment was seconded. Upon vote the resolution was carried 
as amended. 

Second: Resolved, that the Convention express its 
thanks to the City of Baltimore and to its Mayor for the 
cordial reception given to the delegates of this Convention, 
and that a letter be drafted and sent to the Mayor of the 
City, expressing the sentiment of the resolution. Adoption 
recommended. Upon motion the resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

Third: Resolved, that this Convention express its 
thanks and sincere appreciation to the Dr. S. Levin Camp, 
No. 68, of Baltimore, to Dr. Herman Seidel, Chairman of 
the Convention Committee, and to Mr. Saul Drucker, secre¬ 
tary, and also to the Zionists of the city, for the splendid ar¬ 
rangements made for the Convention and for the hospitality 
extended to the delegates. Upon motion the resolution was 
adopted. 

Fourth: Resolved, that this Convention extend to 

the Baltimore Press and to the Jewish Press its thanks for 
the valuable publicity given to the work of the Conven¬ 
tion. Carried. 

Fifth: Resolved, that we recommend to all our 
Camps to establish classes for the study of the Hebrew 
language, Jewish History and Literature. Adoption recom¬ 
mended. Upon motion the resolution was adopted. 

Sixth: Resolved, that the Order Sons of Zion re¬ 

affirms its belief in the importance and necessity to teach 
and spread the knowledge of the Hebrew language, especially 
to the young, and that this Convention urge and recommend 
to all its Camps to assist morally and financially and in every 
other possible way any and all institutions for the learning 
and teaching of Hebrew. Adoption recommended. 

The Chair informed the Convention that this resolution 
was adopted at a previous Convention, and that same was 
being carried out. The resolution was therefore withdrawn. 

Seventh: Resolved, that every member of the Order 

be urged to subscribe to the Zionist publications, Dos Yid- 
dishc Folk, Hatoren, Haibri, Maccabaean. Boston Advocate, 
and Young Judaean. Adoption recommended. Upon motion 
the resolution was adopted. 
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Eighth: Resolved, that the delegates of the Order 

to the Convention of the Federation of American Zionists 
be instructed to use their influence to the effect that 
there be two annual collections for the Jewish National 
Fund, and if the Federation shall refuse to do so, the Order 
shall take steps to have two National Fund days of its own. 

Amended: That the Delegates of the Order Sons of Zion 
to the Federation's Convention be instructed to use 
their influence to the effect that there shall be a semi-annual 
collection for the Jewish National Fund. Upon motion the 
resolution was adopted as amended. 

Ninth: Resolved, that the Executive Committee be 
requested to put into effect immediately the sick benefit fea» 
ture adopted by the previous Convention. 

Amended: That the incoming Executive Committee be 
instructed to proceed with the matter of sick benefit and 
extended insurance to be introduced by the Order as soon 
as possible. Carried as amended. 

Tenth: Resolved, that four months before the Con¬ 
vention of the Order Sons of Zion takes place, the Executive 
Committee should submit for referendum to the Camps the 
names of five cities, one of which should be selected as the 
Convention city. 

Amended: That three months before the Convention 
such a referendum be sent to the Camps. The resolution was 
carried as amended. 

Eleventh: Resolved, that within six months from 

date the policies of the Order shall be provided with paid up 
insurance, extended insurance, loan and cash and surrender 
values; and that the Executive Committee be instructed to 
take the necessary steps to that effect; that the Constitu- 
ion of the Order be amended accordingly, provided, such 
features do not conflict with any of the existing Insurance 
Laws of the States in which the Order is licensed to do 
business. 

Amended: That this Convention endorse the plan of re¬ 
turn premiums and extended insurance to be worked out 
upon a plan prepared by the Order's actuary with the ap¬ 
proval of the Executive Board. 

The Resolution was adopted as amended. 

Twelfth: Resolved, that the per capita tax now in 

force continue for the ensuing year. 

Upon motion this resolution was tabled until the Chair¬ 
man on Finance reports. 

Thirteenth: Resolved, that 50% of the first annual 

premium of each and every member be appropriated for the 
General Expense Fund. That the constitution be amended 
accordingly, and that the Executive Committee take steps 
to obtain the necessary consent thereto from the various 
Insurance Commissioners. Upon motion the resolution wa9 
carried. 

Fourteenth: Resolved, that the Executive Commit¬ 

tee appoint an Administrative Committee, who shall take 
charge of the administration of the affairs of the Order. 
Said Committee to be under the supervision of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee. Adoption recommended. 

A motion was regularly made and seconded that this reso¬ 
lution be rejected. Motion carried. 

Fifteenth: Resolved, that a copy of the minutes of 

the Executive Committee meetings be sent to each and every 
Camp of the Order monthly. Amended to read that a report 
of the minutes of the Executive meetings be sent to the 
Camps monthly. Further amended that the full minutes be 
reported to the Camps of the Order once per month. 

The last amendment was carried by a majority vote. 

Sixteenth: Resolved, that beginning with the next 

Convention, the Conventions of the Order shall take place 
every two years. That the Constitution be amended to that 
effect, provided these resolutions do not conflict with any of 
the insurance laws in the States where the Order is licensed 
to do business. 

Upon motion regularly made, seconded and carried the 
resolution was rejected. 

Seventeenth: Resolved, that the secretary elected by 

the Convention should be elected as honorary secretary, and 
that the Executive Committee engage a competent person 
to attend to office duties. Upon motion the action upon this 
resolution was postponed until after the Nomination Com¬ 
mittee reports. 


FOR JULY 

REPORT NOMINATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. N. B. Finkelstein, Chairman. 

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the 
Nomination Committee report on all nominess except that 
of Maskir. 

Nasi, Hon. J. Barondess. 

Sgan Rishon, Judge J. S. Strahl. 

Sgan Shainei, Hon. J. Sprayragen. 

Gisbor, Mr. H. B. Isaacson. 

Counsellor, Mr. Max Perlman. 

Chief Medical Examiner, Dr. S. Neumann. 

Executive Board. 

Moses Bernstein, Don Abarbanel Camp, No. 49. 

Ph. I. Schick, Dr. S. Neumann Camp, No. 33. 

Wm. Goldsmith .Altneuland Camp, No. 45. 

Sol. Brody, Bnei Zion Camp, No. 20. 

David Freiburger, Ezra Zion Camp, No. 12. 

Ed. Kahn, Ezra Zion Camp, No. 12. 

John L. Bernstein, Kinnereth Zion Camp, No. 59. 

Jacob Siegel, New York Bnei Zion, No. 18. 

Moe Werbelovsky, Ezra Zion Camp, No. 12. 

Rev. P. Gladstone, Ezra Zion Camp, No. 14. 

A. Goldberg, David Wolfsohn Camp, No. 21. 

Nominations from the floor: 

Mr.. Abraham Schomer, Nasi. 

Ed. Cahn, Counsellor to Order. 

Mr. Joseph Barondess and Mr. Abraham Schomer ac¬ 
cepted the nomination for Nasi. 

Judge Jacob S. Strahl then presided. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the Convention proceed to elect its Nasi. 

The Chair appointed the following as tellers: Mr. 
M. J. Finkelstein of Herzl Camp, No. 19; Mr. Nathan 
Chasan, of Friends of Zion Camp, No. 2; Mr. Harry Kahn, 
of Bar-Cochba Camp, No. 8; Mr. Moses Bernstein, of Don 
Abarbanel Camp, No. 49; Mr. David Freiburger, of Ezra 
Camp, No. 12; Mr. Wm. Goldsmith of Altneuland Camp, No. 
45; and Mr. Louis Y. Sossin, of Bnei Zion Camp No. 20. 

Mr. Joseph Barondess was elected to the office of Nasi 
by a vote of 91 against 31 received by Mr. Abr. Schomer. 

Mr. A. Schomer in a short address asked that the opposi¬ 
tion now unite with the elected Nasi to work hand in hand 
for the welfare of the Order Sons of Zion in particular and 
the Zionist Movement in general. He therefore moved that 
Mr. Barondess’ election be made unanimous. Mr. M. J. 
Finkelstein seconded the motion. All delegates voted aye 
with the exception of three. The motion therefore did not 
prevail. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the election 
of Judge Jacob S. Strahl as Sgan Rishon. So ordered. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the elec¬ 
tion of Mr. Joshua Sprayragen as Sgan Shainei. So ordered. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the election 
of Mr. H. B. Isaacson as Gisbor. So ordered. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the election 
of Dr. Sol. Neumann as Chief Medical Examiner of the Or¬ 
der. So ordered. 

Mr. Ed. Cahn declined the nomination. for Counsellor to 
the Order in favor of Mr. Max Perlman. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the election 
of Mr. Max Perlman as counsellor to the Order. So or¬ 
dered. 

The seventeenth resolution brought in by the Resolution 
Committee was now taken up, and amended as follows: 

Resolved, that the Maskir designated in the Constitu¬ 
tion be known as the acting Maskir, to receive such salary 
as this Convention shall determine, and that an Honorary 
Maskir be elected at this Convention for one year. Carried. 

Motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the salary of the acting Maskir be $1,600 per annum. 

The Nominating Committee nominated Mr. Jacob Ish- 
Kishor for the office of Acting Maskir. 
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A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary cast one ballot for Mr. Jacob Ish-Kishor as 
Acting Maskir of the Order. So ordered. 

The Nomination Committee nominated Mr. Victor 
Schw r arz as Honorary Maskir of the Order Sons of Zion. 

A motion was regularly made, seconded and carried that 
the secretary be instructed to cast one ballot for the election 
of Mr. Victor Schwarz as Honorary Maskir of the Order. 
So ordered. 

Mr. Morris Rathenberg, who was nominated from the 
floor as a member of the Executive Board, declined the 
nomination. 

Mr. Abr. Goldberg here nominated Mr. Abr. Schomer as 
a member of the Executive Board. The nomination was duly 
seconded. 

Mr. Joseph Barondess here stated that the election of 
Mr. Abr. Schomer on the Executive Board would compel 
him to withdraw, for he finds it impossible to serve with 
Mr. Schomer on the same committee. 


It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the 
Nasi be empowered to appoint Order deputies. 

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the 
those nominated by the Nomination Committee on the Ex¬ 
ecutive Board be elected. Carried. 

It was regularly moved .seconded and carried that the 
Order contribute $50 toward the Talmud Torah of Baltimore. 

Mr. John L. Bernstein reported the result of the member¬ 
ship contest launched January 31st, 1916. That the contest 
resulted in a tie between the Hatikvah Camp, No. 40, of Bos¬ 
ton, Mass., and the Louis D. Brandeis Camp, No. 93, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa. That each of these Camps will receive $50 
in accordance with the offer made by the Organization Com¬ 
mittee. That the prize for the individual who brought in 
the greatest number of members will be announced at a 
later date. 

Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn then installed the elected of¬ 
ficers, with appropriate remarks. 

The Convention then closed with the singing of the Ha¬ 
tikvah. 


Eighth Annual Convention of Young 
Judaea at Long Branch 


The Eighth Annual Convention of Young Judaea was 
called to order by the President, Dr. D. de Sola Pool, on 
Saturday evening, July 8th, at the Casino of the Scarboro 
Hotel, Long Branch, N. J. Dr. Phineas Israel, of Boston, 
offered the opening prayer. The audience then arose at 
the request of Dr. Pool and preceding the singing of 
“America,” repeated the following: 

“ In outward pledge of our undivided loyalty to the United 
States of America, its traditions and ideals; we, the Zionists 
here assembled at the Eighth Annual Convention of Young 
Judaea, will rise and sing ‘America.’ This was followed by 
the annual message of the President. Over five hundred 
persons attended of whom about one hundred and fifty were 
delegates. Mr. Sylvan Kohn, of Newark, welcomed the 
visitors on behalf of the Young Judaea Organization of 
New Jersey. Dr. Edward Stcrnbcrger, representing the 
Mayor of Long Branch, welcomed the delegates in the name 
of the city. Rev. Dr. Barnett A. Elzas, of the Reformed 
Synagogue, spoke on the . morality of the American Jewish 
Youth, which was followed by an address by the Rev. I. S. 
Strauss of the Orthodox Synagogue. 

The address of the evening was delivered by Dr. B. Mos¬ 
sinsohn, who spoke of the inspiring lesson to be gained by 
the American Youth from the Jewish life existing in Pales¬ 
tine. Mrs. N. Taylor Phillips followed with a short talk and 
greetings were then read from various persons of promi¬ 
nence. Mr. Joseph Barondess, Nasi of the Order Sons of 
Zion, stated that Y’oung Judaea was the strength of the Zion¬ 
ist movement. Dr. H. Pereira Mendes hoped that Young 
Judaea would choose loyal and observant Jews as their lead¬ 
ers. Miss Henrietta Szold asked that Hadassah and Young 
Judaea co-operate with each other more than heretofore. 
Prof. Richard Gottheil and Mr. Nathan Straus regretted not 
being able to attend but wished the Convention success. 
Dr. Harry Friedenwald expressed his regret at his absence 
and stated that he saw in the future work of Young Judaea 
the fulfilment of the promise of the return to Palestine. He 
wished that Young Judaea increase in strength, growth and 
numbers. The Hon. Louis D. Brandeis regretted his absence 
and claimed that the Young Judaea movement gave promise 
of becoming the most important branch of Zionist work, 
this being presaged in its development during the past year. 
Mr. Max Shulman, President of the Knights of Zion, recog¬ 
nized the fact that the hope of the Jews rests in their youth: 
that Young Judaea was engaged in the task of keeping the 
young for service to their people. Mr. Henry Hurwitz, head 
of the Intercollegiate Menorah Association sent congratula¬ 
tions. Mr. Jacob de Haas wrote that the enthusiasm of the 
Federation Convention was the best encouragement for the 


younger generation who are our future hope. Zionism has 
appeared real and Young Judaea must teach this to the 
youth. 

The session was closed with the singing of Hatikvah. 


SUNDAY MORNING. 

The business sessions opened on Sunday morning with 
Dr. Pool presiding. Greetings from Rabbi Louis J. Haas and 
Rabbi Eugene Kohn were read. Reports from states and 
district organizations were then called for. Mr. Lester 
Schwartz reported for the State Organization of Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

Mr. S. Benjamin of the Bronx reported that an extended 
program had been undertaken to bring existing Jewish clubs 
of the district into Young Judaea. The Bronx Council, to¬ 
ward the middle of the year, started a Leaders’ Association 
to bring the leaders into closer contact with the district 
work. The Centre Idea was inaugurated, one centre at the 
Zion Hebrew Institute with sixteen clubs, another at the 
Montefiore Congregation, with four clubs. A Parents’ As¬ 
sociation has already been established tvhich finances a junior 
congregation conducted by one of the clubs. Outdoor Zion¬ 
ist propaganda has been successfully carried on by one of 
the senior Young Judaea clubs. 

Mr. Robbins of Massachusetts, reported that all Young 
Judaea matters in Massachusetts are under the supervision 
of the Massachusetts Council. During this year, however, 
its activities were not conducted under Young Judaea’s aus¬ 
pices. The Council has been in existence since 1906; it has a 
membership at present of 1,500. 

Mr. L. Ehrlich, of Williamsburg, reported that the Young 
Zionist Organization of Upper Williamsburg is the Young 
Judaea Centre of that district. The clubs are all grouped 
in a club house, maintained by them. The centre has raised 
during the past year $835 for Relief Work and $700 for the 
Jewish National Fund. The centre won the Olive Grove Cer¬ 
tificate offered by Young Judaea on Flower Day. 

Mr. S. J. Borowsky reported for Kadimah, the Young 
Judaea organization of Lower Williamsburg. The organ¬ 
ization is in existence for fifteen months and has at present 
eight clubs and four circles. 

Mr. Ralph Wechslcr reported for the Connecticut Coun¬ 
cil one of the oldest district councils. It has now about five 
hundred members, some of the clubs are as yet unaffiliated 
with Young Judaea. Most of the work is done by the 
seniors. The council contributed $150 for trees in the Herzl 
Grove; over $500 was collected on Flower Day. The State 
Council has organized an associate league of older members 
who pay annual dues of twenty-five cents. 
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Mr. I. L. Bril reported for Greater New York City. He 
said in part that a plan for an organization for New York 
City was adopted at a convention of the New York clubs 
on June 25th. At a meeting of the newly organized com¬ 
mittee, it was decided to ask of the national convention 
authority for local work. 

At this point the convention was interrupted by a dele¬ 
gation of the Young Judaeans of the Long Branch Talmud 
Torah, who had marched in a body through the principal 
streets of the city and arrived at the convention hall singing 
the “Hatikvah.” Master Stoller of the delegation greeted 
the convention in Hebrew on behalf of Long Branch, and 
presented the convention with a Mogen Dovid of flowers 
on behalf of the local Young Judaeans. Mr. Emanuel Neu¬ 
mann replied to these greetings, also in Hebrew, and his re¬ 
marks were supplemented by Miss R. Perclman. Dr. Pool 
then officially thanked the children for their good wishes 
expressed in such a pleasing manner. The Rev. I. S. Strauss 
of the local Hebrew School addressed the convention in He¬ 
brew. 

The business of the convention was then resumed. Miss 
R. Perelman of Philadelphia, reported on behalf of the Lead¬ 
ers' Organization there. The organization boasts of sixteen 
affiliated clubs with prospects of adding to these next year 
others which are now auxiliaries. 

Mr. Sylvan Kohn, of New Jersey, gave the report for the 
organization of that state. He said that Newark is the ex¬ 
periment station of New Jersey. There are eighty clubs in 
the New Jersey State Organization, which like many others 
has its difficulties. Among these are their inability to finance 
their own work and secure sufficient help. A State Conven¬ 
tion recently held proved to be a great success in bringing 
the cities into closer contact. In Newark, a Zionist Training 
School has been established, a Leaders’ Association and a 
council. The organization encourages social and religious 
feeling; above all, there exists an unhyphenated devotion to 
Young Judaea, on the part of the New Jersey clubs. 

Miss Rose Lutzky reported that Baltimore has now eigh¬ 
teen clubs which is an increase of six clubs since the last 
convention. A feature of work there, is the inviting of 
parents to special meetings. They have established a merit 
plan by which Young Judaeans are made eligible for leader¬ 
ship by obtaining a certain number of points for work per¬ 
formed. A code of ethics for Young Judaeans is also being 
worked out. 

Mrs. Selick reported that Toronto has two organizations 
which are carrying on Young Judaea work in a most suc¬ 
cessful manner. They expect to form other Young Judaea 
organizations throughout the Dominion of Canada. 

Mr. L. Leon reported that one dolar and forty cents had 
just been collected by twenty-eight of the New York dele¬ 
gates who had walked to the hall, instead of riding, and of¬ 
fered it for the hospital unit to be formed by Hadassah. He 
reported for Lower Manhattan that fifteen clubs now exist 
there, all of which arc quite successful. 

Mrs. Kesselman reported that the Bath Beach organiza¬ 
tion grew from sixteen members at the beginning of this 
season, until now, one hundred and twenty-five are enrolled 
in the various clubs. The Bath Beach clubs support their 
own headquarters and have shown remarkable progress dur¬ 
ing this, their first year of existence. 

Mr. A. G. Feldstein of Brownsville, reported that they 
have four centres which are conducting Young Judaea work 
in that locality. They have established a Parents’ Organiza¬ 
tion which is helping them finance their local work. They 
have also established junior congregations. On Flower Day 
and Flag Day $500 was raised. 

Mr. Leon Spitz of New York City, read a paper on The 
Young Judaea Centre as established this year. He stated 
that the centre is the sphere of Young Judaea influence. The 
present is the period of Young Judaea development when the 
centre idea is becoming the predominating type. New York 
has three distinct types of centres. The first is the head¬ 
quarters or building which maintains its own club activities 
but in which the clubs meet at different times. The second 
type is of a similar nature except that a Hebrew school is 
utilized instead of a separate building. The third type is a 
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group of clubs meeting at the same time and place, either at 
a synagogue, settlement or public school. The object in 
mind is to secure proper supervision and control. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

The Sunday afternoon session was opened with Mr. Chas. 
Cowen presiding. A paper on ‘ Organization” was read by 
Mr. I. Rosengarten. As a result of the Boston Convention, 
it was decided to do Young Judaea work on a large scale, 
placing the responsibility on leaders instead of upon juniors, 
the chairman of such groups to act as supervisors. In New 
York a Leaders’ Association exists for study of problems as 
separate from practical work. It was found necessary to 
form a National Leaders’ Association and to print a monthly 
bulletin in order to discuss problems arising in club work. 
A Lecture Bureau was also established. 

A telegram was then read from Dr. B. Drachman, Presi¬ 
dent of the Orthodox Union, and a message was sent to the 
Convention of the Alumni Association of the Jewish Theo¬ 
logical Seminary, being held at Far Rockaway, inviting co¬ 
operation. A response accepting the invitation was received 
later. 

Miss A. Garfinkle of Nashville, Tcnn., reported that in 
two years, a strong organization of high school students had 
been developed there. 

Mr. N. Taylor Phillips, in an address, said he had come to 
find out what had been done during the past year. It was 
absolutely necessary to understand the problem of organ¬ 
ization, and time spent in discussing this was not wasted. 
He congratulated Young Judaea for their past work and 
praised the movement. He claimed that the future was safe 
if our young people were urged to be truly Jewish and truly 
American. The Young Judaea Movement was an expression 
in the hearts of young men and women w-ho want to be good 
and true American Jews. There is nothing inconsistent be¬ 
tween Young Judaea and Americanism. Before leaving, Mr. 
Phillips handed to the president a check of fifty dollars for 
Young Judaea. 

Then followed a report on the Young Judaean, given by 
Mr. S. M. Feinberg, the chairman of the Young Judaean. 
He claimed that the Young Judaean was a half way business 
publication and in the past year it had been necessary to ask 
several Young Judaeans to work gratis. He claimed that the 
best contributors were offered payment by other publica¬ 
tions, so that it was necessary to ask for a subsidy for pay¬ 
ing these collaborators. 

Mr. Joshua Neumann, the editor of the Young Judaean, 
said that they aimed to publish a small magazine for Young 
Judaeans between the ages of 11-14, which is the age of the 
majority of Young Judaeans. The question before them was 
what age the Young Judaean was to represent and how this 
was to be done. A vote of thanks was offered Messrs. Neu¬ 
mann and Feinberg for their services during the year. 

Miss Perclman of Philadelphia, chairman of the creden¬ 
tials committee gave her report. There were 130 delegates in 
attendance. She also read the list of honorary delegates. 

Mr. Schneeberg then gave the report on Publications. 
This report was to have been presented by Mr. Sundel Doni- 
ger, chairman of the Publication Committee, who sent his 
greetings and regrets for his absence. The work accom¬ 
plished by the committee was the completion of the Zion¬ 
ist Primer. The first pamphlet has already been sent out 
and the others are in press. The primer gives a brief resume 
of the Zionist Movement for those between the ages of 14-18. 
The committee prepared a revised edition of the book of 
poems, but because of lack of funds the work was not pub¬ 
lished. Future publication plans include a booklet of Zion¬ 
ist songs, biographical leaflets, and revised editions of the 
Palestine map and the syllabus. A motion was passed to 
adopt this report and thank Mr. Doniger for his services. 


HEBREW SESSION. 

Dr. Pool opened the meeting at 5:30 P. M. He explained 
to the delegates and visitors the significance of Hebrew and 
introduced Mr. Samuel J. Borowsky as chairman of the ses¬ 
sion. The latter explained that Young Judaea had always 
been interested in Hebrew work, as one of its important 
duties. Now, after nine years work, it is in a position to do 
practical work in Hebrew among its members. 
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Dr. Mossinsohn followed with a very inspiring talk con¬ 
gratulating Young Judaea upon the fact that there are among 
its members many who understand the importance of He¬ 
brew and its literature in Young Judaea work. Hebrew cul¬ 
ture, the Hebrew language, and the inculcation of same shall 
be the task of Young Judaea. 

Miss Tamer Hirshensohn, who was introduced next, spoke 
on the necessity of Hebrew work in Young Judaea. Jew¬ 
ish education must be norrtal, the study of Hebrew and its 
literature must be the greater part of it in order that it may 
be normal. 

Mr. Emanuel Neumann spoke on the progress of Hebrew 
in Young Judaea. It is necessary to unite all existing He¬ 
brew speaking circles, to create new ones and to make them 
a force in Young Judaea work in order that Young Judaea 
work may be more intensely Jewish because of them. 

Rabbi Mayer Berlin followed. What we need, he ex¬ 
plained, is not a new type of a young Jew but a full type of 
Jew. 

Mr. I. Rosengarten introduced a resolution which was 
passed that the Executive Committee of Young Judaea be 
instructed to appoint a special committee to organize all 
existing Hebrew speaking circles and to take measures to 
create new ones. In this work it should seek the co-opera¬ 
tion of the newly organized Hebrew organizations. 

Mr. Joshua Neumann introduced a resolution congratulat¬ 
ing the Hebrew poet, Bialik, upon the twenty-fifth anni¬ 
versary of his literary activity. This was accepted unani¬ 
mously. Mr. Borowsky instructed Mr. Neumann to forward 
it to Mr. Bialik in the name of Young Judaea. The meet¬ 
ing adjourned with the singing of “Hatikvah.” 

SUNDAY EVENING. 

Sunday evening the convention banquet was held at the 
Scarboro Hotel, attended by about 200 delegates and guests. 
The hall was tastefully decorated with Zionist and Amer¬ 
ican flags. Inspiring talks were given by Dr. Pool, Mr. Law¬ 
rence Steinhardt, Mr. R. D. Kcsselman, Mr. Chas. A. Cowcn, 
Dr. B. Mossinsohn and Mr. D. Schneebcrg. A special vocal 
recital of Yiddish folk songs was rendered by Mr. Civaru 
and Mr. Clark. Nine hundred dollars were pledged to the 
Emergency Fund and three hundred (dollars for Young 
Judaea. 

Emergency Young 

Fund Judaea 


Young Judaea, of Philadelphia.$ 200.00 $25.00 

Yaldai Zion, Reading, Pa. 100.00 ro.oo 

Young Zionists, of Brooklyn. 100.00 

Brandeis Club, Toronto. 50.00 

Kadimah Society, of Brooklyn. 50.00 50.00 

Perth Amboy . 50.00 

Dr. D. de Sola Pool. 50.00 50.00 

Rose Lutzky . 50.00 50.00 

Young Judaea, of Bronx. 50.00 

Flowers of Zion, New Jersey. 25.00 

Lawrence Steinhardt . 25.00 

Pennsylvania State Organization. 25.00 25.00 

Young Judaea Clubs, of Bath Beach.... 25.00 
Young Judaea, of Kadimah Society, 

Golden Rule Judaeans, Stamford, Conn. 20.00 5.00 

Williamsburg 25.00 

Jr. Huldah, of Kadimah Society, of Bkn. 15.00 

Young Judaea, of Nashville, Tenn. 15.00 

Daughters of Israel, New London, Conn. 10.00 

David Schneeberg . 5.00 5.00 

Isaac Rosengarten . 5.00 5.00 

Leon Luft, Brooklyn, N. Y. *5.00 

Daughters of Miriam, Harlem. *2.00 

Daughters of Deborah, of Kadimah, Bkn. 25.00 

E. S. Pool . *5.00 

Eliz. Cherkasky, New London, Conn.. *.51 

Lillies of the Jordan. 20.00 

Mr. N. Taylor Phillips. *50.00 

Mrs. J. Sclick. 5.00 


$932-5 > $300.00 

♦Paid. 

The evening’s program was closed with dancing in the 
Scarboro Casino. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 

Mr. Sylvan Kohn ,of Newark, presided at the Monday 
morning session. The report of the Executive Committee 
was accepted as presented. A resolution was adopted that 
the Convention recommend the renewal of the Hebrew sup¬ 
plement to the Young Judaean, because of the encourage¬ 
ment that it would give to Young Judaea clubs which have 
Hebrew speaking members. Another resolution was adopted 
that National Fund Stamps be attached to all Young Judaea 
correspondence except circulars and also that the Conven¬ 
tion urge local organizations to do the same thing. 

Mr. Schneeberg then gave a talk on Parents' Associations. 
He believed it was necessary for Young Judaea to acquaint 
parents wtih Young Judaea’s aim and work. Suggestion 
was made that circulars in the form of parents' letters be 
sent to the leaders to distribute to the members for their 
parents. Parents' meetings should be arranged at which 
the program should consist of Yiddish addresses by people 
who know the work of Young Judaea, of Yiddish plays and 
readings and finally an appeal should be made to the parents 
to help finance the work of Young Judaea. 

Greetings were then read by Dr. Pool from Dr. S. Levin, 
Rabbi Mayer Berlin and from the Zion Literary Club of 
New York. The Convention then proceeded to take up the 
report of the Constitutional Committee which was presented 
by Mr. Medinets of Perth Amboy, the chairman. The draft 
was discussed and revised section by section and then adopted 
as a whole. 

The following resolutions, after lengthy discussions, were 
adopted, bearing upon the New York City Organization. 

“It is the sense of this Convention that local New Y'ork 
City work be left as far as possible to an organization of 
New Y'ork City workers under the general supervision of the 
National Executive Committee.’ 

“Resolved, that for the next year Young Judaea work in 
New York City be in charge of a committee appointed by 
and under the supervision of the National Executive Com¬ 
mittee of Young Judaea. 

“Be it further resolved, that this committee endeavor to 
obtain the co-operation of a representative body in New Y'ork 
City with the ultimate aim of having that body placed in 
charge of the local work. 

“Be it further resolved, that the question of recognition 
of the present New York City Organization of Y'oung Judaea 
recently formed, be referred to the National Executive Com¬ 
mittee.” 

MONDAY AFTERNOON. 

The afternoon session was opened with Mr. Robert Kes- 
selman of Bath Beach, presiding. Resolutions bearing on 
the following subjects were adopted: 

Dr. T. H. Hurewitz, \?iss Rose Jaine and Mr. Chas. Cow- 
en were announced as the judges of the essay contest. 

“Resolved, that all councils and state organizations may 
retain not more than fifty per cent, of all contributions ob¬ 
tained by them for the National Organization in their re¬ 
spective districts. Carried. 

“Resolved, that councils, state organizations or in the 
absence of these, individual clubs, receive Young Judaeans 
at cost in lots of too copies. Referred to the Young Judaean 
Committee. 

“Resolved, that we urge every club affiliated with Young 
Judaea to take a copy of the Y'oung Judaean for every mem¬ 
ber every month. Carried. 

“Resolved, that Young Judaea take the initativc in or¬ 
ganizing Sabbath services for children in all places where 
it is possible. Passed. 

“Resolved, that in organizing of Young Judaean clubs we 
urge the organization of separate clubs for boys and sepa¬ 
rate clubs for girls.” 

Adopted, that this matter be referred to the Executive 
Committee for further investigation and for report at the 
next convention. 

“Resolved, that the Federation and Hadassah be invited 
to co-operate with Young Judaea in making our senior Young 
Judaea societies acquainted with the work of the Federa¬ 
tion and Hadassah by sending their bulctins and other lit¬ 
erature to all these societies with the view of preparing them 
to take their places as future Federation groups. Carried. 
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“Resolved, that the Executive Committee appoint a com¬ 
mittee of three to conduct the work of the Emergency Fund 
in Young Judaea. Carried. 

"Resolved, that the Young Judaea councils, organizations 
and clubs be instructed to direct special efforts towards tak¬ 
ing Jewish children out of the Christian missions and enroll¬ 
ing them in Young Judaea clubs and circles. It was amended 
to read that we instruct the Executive Committee to take all 
necessary steps in planning this work. Adopted as amended. 

"Whereas, Hadassah is conducting a well organized and 
generally recognized school of instruction in Zionism under 
the name of the School of Zionism, be it resolved, that to 
avoid a confusion, Young Judaea’s Zionist Training School, 
henceforth be known as the Leaders’ Training School of 
Young Judaea. Carried. 

“Resolved, that all matters of a controversil nature con¬ 
cerning in any way the work of Young Judaea shall be dis¬ 
cussed only in the Leaders’ Bulletin. Carried. 

"Resolved, that Young Judaea, in convention assembled, 
extend a vote of appreciation and thanks to the Chamber of 
Commerce of Long Branch, to the leaders, ministers, and 
appointed representatives of the local Jewish community, 
to those in charge of the Talmud Torah, the Long Branch 
Daily Record, to Mr. Rosenberg of the Broadway Theatre 
for the excellent reception and hospitality accorded the dele¬ 
gates during their stay at Long Branch. Carried. 

“Resolved, that Young Judaea undertake the formation 
of a National Young Judaea Lad’s brigade, combining physi¬ 
cal culture with Young Judaea work. Dr. Pool gave his rea¬ 
sons for advocating this league. It would strengthen the 
work of boys’ organizations, the boys’ health and such ac¬ 
tivity should be part of every national organization for young 
people. Some feared militarism and asked about the uniform and 
drill. But these matters were left to the committee. Some 
thought these groups would be of great use in anti-mission 
work. A suggestion was made to change the name and not 
use terms pertaining to militarism. The resolution was re¬ 
ferred to the Executive Committee with power to act. 

“Resolved, that every club affiiliated with Young Judaea 
shall pay one dollar as an entrance fee and a per capita tax 
of one cent for each member per month. Carried. 

The report of the nominations committee was then given, 
and the following were unanimously elected officers of Young 
Judaea: 

President, Dr. David de Sola Pool; Vice-President, Chas. 
A. Cowen; Treasurer, Isaac Alpern; Executive Secretary, 
David Schneebcrg; Chairmen: Education, Emanuel Neu¬ 
mann; Publication, Joshua Neumann; Leadership, Isaac Ros- 
engarten; Organization, Samuel Borowsky; Young Judaean, 
S. M, Feinbcrg; Finance, Lawrence Steinhardt. Members at 
large: Sundel Doniger, Sylvan Kohn, Tamer Hirschensohn. 

The names nominated for the Advisory Board were pre¬ 
sented. By request the minority report was also given, and 
nominations were made from the floor. The following were 
elected to the Advisory Board by ballot: Hon. Louis D. 
Brandeis, Hon. Joseph Barondess, Rabbi Mayer Berlin, Miss 
Sarah Kussy, Mr. Louis Lipsky, Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mrs. 
N. Taylor Phillips, Miss Jessie E. Sampter, Mir. Max Shul- 
man, Mr. Nathan Strauss. The meeting adjourned at 7:30 
P. M. 


MONDAY EVENING. 

The meeting was opened by Dr. Pool. The budget re¬ 
port was accepted as submitted by the committee, showing 
an expenditure of $5,450, of which $4,000 is a subsidy from 
the Federation. 

“Resolved, that the officers and the Executive Committee 
at this convention shall be authorized by this convention to 
incorporate Young Judaea under the laws of New York State, 
that they be further authorized to execute all documents 
pertaining thereto. Carried. 

“Resolved, that the Executive Committee of Young Ju¬ 
daea be employed to take steps to form parents’ organ¬ 
izations with a membership fee which shall be sent to the 


National Organization, a percentage of this to be devoted to 
local work. Carried. 

Miss Rose Lutzy of Baltimore, spoke on the point system 
in use in Baltimore. This system is to prepare our Young 
Judaeans for leadership. It affords competition and brings 
enthusiasm, giving the children something to aspire to. There 
are three classes: The Talmud, the Chovair, and the Man- 
haig, each class having definite privileges and work to do. 
This report was referred to the Executive Committee for 
consideration and action. 

Dr. Pool explained that there existed friction between 
Young Judaea and the Massachusetts Council and the dispute 
should be arbitrated by the New England Bureau. Mr. 
Schneeberg moved that the matter be sent back to the Ex¬ 
ecutive Committee for investigation until a report is obtained 
from the New England Bureau. Mr. Robbins of Massachu¬ 
setts, presented a report for his council, showing that the 
question had been dragging on for some time. 

The above motion was carried as well as a motion to 
have the report of Mr. Robbins referred to the Executive 
Committee for investigation as to its accuracy. 

A motion was passed that the Executive Committee work 
out a scheme for the relation of the Council to Young Judaea. 

A report of the club exhibition was given by Mr. Lewin- 
Epstein. The first prize for the greatest number of articles 
exhibited went to Brownsville. The first prize for the club 
journal went to the Daughters of Miriam of Harlem. The 
first prize for the scrap books went to the Hope of Zion, in 
Harlem. 

Dr. Pool then spoke, showing the superiority, the num¬ 
bers, spirit and work of this convention of Young Judaea. 
Although no inspiration came from without from great de¬ 
monstrations, plenty of it was found within. He rejoiced to 
see the spirit shown in fighting for the religion, in fighting 
also for the revival of Hebrew. This showed him that the 
race of the Maccabees still exists. The convention was Jew¬ 
ish from beginning to the end. Young Judaea is not narrow. 
It stands for Judaism, for Zionism. There is room for every 
Jew in Young Judaea. This convention was an inspiration 
which was felt by all. 

Dr. Mossinsohn delivered a talk in Yiddish, expressing 
the delight at discovering the existence of the Jewish spirit 
in Jewish hearts. He claimed that we must get nearer to 
Judaism and Jewish culture must be learned more deeply. 
He had entered practical Zionism at a young age. The work 
is good but we must not be one sided. We must make it 
very hard for the Jewish children to join Young Judaea. 
Young people want hard work, and would be glad 
to die once for all for the sake of their faith. But it 
is harder for them to be tortured slowly and this is required 
and is the greatest sacrifice they can give. Our youth must 
do this and when they realize that this hard task is such a 
wonderful one, it will not be felt as a load but as an honor. 
If people are willing to give up their lives for Zionism, do 
not ask if they are Jewish. Those who have left Judaism 
did so because they did not know Jewish life and Jewish 
culture. It is the task of Young Judaeans to study Judaism 
and Jewish life, to carry the life of Judaism to all their 
friends. Thus Judaism will be learned by teaching it. It 
will be found that everything in Judaism turns to Zionism. 
Those that wish to hide their Judaism are those who are 
spurned by Jews and non-Jews alike. Be not traitors to 
your people, be true to them and you will not have to assure 
America that you are true Americans. 

Mr. E. Neumann felt that this convention had accom¬ 
plished much and had received great inspiration from our 
leader, Dr. Pool, the Jew who represents our Judaism. We 
have done constructive work this year and owe great thanks 
to our inspiring leader, Dr. Pool. The convention was ad- 
to our inspiring leader, Dr. Pool. The convention adjourned 
with the singing of Hatikvah, En Kehloheinu and America. 
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Report of the National Executive Committee 

of Young Judaea 


Considerable advance has been made during the past 
year in the work of Young Judaea. An unprecedentedly 
large number of new clubs has been organized and district 
organizations formed, and particularly in New York City 
the work has been strengthened and concentrated. The 
increase in application for membership and the general con¬ 
sideration that Young Judaea received from every section 
of the country testify to the spread of the Young Judaea 
movement and its growing popularity throughout the coun¬ 
try. 

Affiliations. 

During the past year the number of our clubs has almost 
been doubled and the total membership has been nearly 
tripled. At the last convention the number of affiliated 
clubs in Young Judaea was reported as 17s, to-day there are 
341 clubs and groups of clubs. During the previous year 
109 affiliations were received, during the past year 190 
new affiliations were accepted; a total of 299 new affiliations 
during the two years that Young Judaea has been under 
the direction of the Federation ,as contrasted with the total 
for all the previous five years, which was only 122 . At the 
last convention the total membership of Young Judaea was 
3 , 298 ; at this convention we report a total affiliated mem¬ 
bership of 8,308, of which 5,217 are juniors, 2,172 are inter¬ 
mediates and 919 are seniors. 

Organization. 

Young Judaea fully realizes that it is more important to 
maintain existing clubs than to allow these to disband while 
securing new affiliations. With a total of 341 affiliated clubs 
spread throughout the country and another group of about 
125 associations in touch with Young Judaea, but as yet 
not officially affiliated with it. Young Judaea is confronted 
with the serious task of supplying these clubs with literature, 
programs and very often leaders, meeting places and rooms. 
The task before Young Judaea is therefore a difficult one. 

To meet these conditions Young Judaea has exerted it¬ 
self during the year to place the responsibility on district 
bodies under the direct control and direction of senior organi¬ 
zations. Such groups in the form of city or state councils 
existed previously in Connecticut. ,Massachusetts, Phila¬ 
delphia and Baltimore. During the year similar bodies 
were brought into being in upper New York State, Pennsyl¬ 
vania and New Jersey, and in St. Louis, St. Paul, Omaha, 
Newark, Jersey City, Rochester and in Sullivan and Ulster 
counties. Several of these city councils are in a healthy state 
of activity, but the same cannot be stated as yet of the state 
organizations that are in their infancy and arc lacking in 
means, workers, and experience. Young Judaea feels that 
adequate supervision and knitting together of its work can 
come only through the formation and strengthening of such 
district bodies, and it plans to continue and increase its 
efforts in this direction. 

New York City. 

In previous years Young Judaea work in New York City 
was unsatisfactory. Clubs Were organized and disappeared 
shortly thereafter. Supervision did not exist. But during 
the past two years, and particularly during the past year, 
these conditions have been remedied to a considerable ex¬ 
tent. In each of the five big Jewish districts of the city, 
Bronx, Upper Manhattan, Lower Manhattan, Williamsburg, 
and Brownsville, Young Judaea clubs are now united in 
councils and their needs are locally cared for. 

Hebrew Schools. 

Young Judaea is particularly gratified to report its in¬ 
creased penetration into congregations and Hebrew Schools 
throughout the city. 

Young Judaea has also secured the sympathy of Junior 
Congregations throughout the city, and there are now in 
existence in Greater New York about one dozen of these 
bodies that are ready to come under the jurisdiction and 
control of Young Judaea. Several of the congregations have 


already applied for affiliation directly. By fostering such 
group activity, Young Judaea will not only be bringing under 
its care a large number of boys with Jewish feelings deeply 
rooted, but will also secure the sympathy and co-operation 
of the congregations and adult organizations with whom 
these junior congregations are connected. 

The Young Judaean. 

Only the most encouraging report can be submitted for 
our magazine, The Young Judaean. In size, in appearance, 
in editorials, in the quality of its articles, it has shown re¬ 
markable improvement, for which credit is mainly due to its 
editor, Mr. Joshua H. Neumann. Similar satisfactory results have 
been obtained in its financial management. Under the chair¬ 
manship of Mr. S. M. Feinberg, it has increased considerably 
in circulation. This is the more gratifying since there has 
been no waste of copies as in former years. The effici¬ 
ency of the management as well as the increase in income 
has brought the Young Judaean to an almost self-supporting 
condition. 

Education. 

In the department of education Young Judaea has issued 
to its circles suggestions for programs for various festivals. 
It has also prepared a model program for one month, con¬ 
taining subjects for compositions, discussions, readings and 
recitations. This program for one month has met with such 
a favorable reception that the Education Committee has de¬ 
cided to prepare during the summer monthly programs of 
this nature for each of the ten active months of the year. 
The Education Committee has also laid down lines for a 
new program whereby Jewish history and other related 
topics are presented in a unique and unified form. This is 
being planned by Miss Jessie E. Sampter, and it is hoped 
that it may be completed during the next year. 

National Leaders’ Associations. 

Mention should further be made of the anuual Leaders’ 
Conference held in New York, December 25-26. As a result 
of this gathering, a National Leaders’ Association was organ¬ 
ized with Mr. Isaac Roscngarten as President, and the 
publication of a Leaders’ Bulletin decided upon with Dr. 
S. T. Hurwitz as its editor. Four issues of this Bulletin 
have appeared in which various problems of leadership have 
been presented and discussed. This is the only periodical 
of its kind giving special attention to the problems of club 
organization and leadership, and its usefulness should not 
be confined to Young Judaea clubs, but should be spread 
among all Jewish clubs of boys and girls and young people. 

Finance. 

In its endeavor to secure financial support, Young Judaea 
has made little progress during the year. From June 1, 1915, 
to N^ay 31, 1916, $400 has been received from contributions. 
There has also been an increase in the income from dues 
and affiliations as is shown in the accompanying financial 
statement. Though the convention of the Federation ap¬ 
proved a resolution that adult Zionists might be requested 
to pay an annual tax of ten cents, no income whatsoever 
has been received from this source. 

The attempts to organize parents meetings in order to 
secure parents membership did not succeed; but where 
parents have been appealed to, there has been a ready 
response. Young Judaea feels assured that if the parents 
are properly appealed to, they will gladly pay an annual mem¬ 
bership fee of $1.00. It is hoped that this plan will be carried 
out during the following year. 

Young Judaea’s great increase of work and its improved 
efficiency have been made possible by the splendid subven¬ 
tions received from the Federation of American Zionists. 
The executive members of the Federation have stood ready 
at all times to give valuable advice and financial support and 
Young Judaea makes grateful and appreciatory acknowl¬ 
edgment of this indispensable co-operation. 
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Where and Whom to Join 

Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, 
together with such information as may be useful to unaffiUated Zionists desiring to jom congenial organiza¬ 
tions. Organizations desiring to be listed in this directory should communicate with the Managing Editor, 
Maccabaean Magazine, 44 Bast 23rd Street, New York City. 


ALABAMA. 

Birmingham —Tikwath Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; meets every 
third Sunday. Dues $3.00 yearly for men; 
$1.50 for women. President, S. H. Grusiu; 
Secretary B. S. Gross, 007 Jett. Co. Bank 
Bldg. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles —Young Zionists’ Association; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
Secretary, Harry Fratn, 1104 East 22ud 
Street. 


CONNECTICUT- 

Hartford—Bnei Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking: for men: President, J. Sliver: 
Secretary. S. A. Lieberman, 1216 Main 
Street. 

Youths of Zion: English speaking; upper 
class high school boys; President, Henry 
N. Colins; Secretary, Milton Machamofsky. 
122 Canton Street. 

Daughters of Herzl: English speaking ; 
for upper class high school girls; Presi¬ 
dent, R. Schoolnlck; Secretary, Lillian 
Cohen, 35 Kennedy Street. 

Sons and Daughters of Herzl: English 
and Yiddish speaking; for young men and 
women; President, A. Nevelstein; Assistant 
Secretary, A. Kastinsky, 27 Wooster Street. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington—Louis D. Brandeis Society ; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a year; Presi¬ 
dent, Julius Peyser; Secretary, Lawrence 
Koeuigsberger, Southern Bldg. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago— Kadimob Society; English 
speaking: for men only; meets twice a 
month. Dues. $3.00 a year; President, Max 
Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4934 
Forestville Avenue. 

Hadassah: English speaking, for women : 
Secretary, Miss Mary Silverman, 555 W. 
Taylor Street. 

Zernbovel Gate; English speaking; for 
young men and women; meets twice a 
month at the Jewish Educational Alliance 
Bldg., 1243 N. Wood Street ;dues, $3.00 per 
vear; Edward H. Harris, president; Sarah 
V. Jacobson, secretary, 1410 Milwaukee 
Avenue. 


KENTUCKY. 

Louisville— Louisville Zion Society, Eng¬ 
lish speaking; for men and women: Secre 
tary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 


LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans—O ha vel Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pallet, 1707 Baronne Street. 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore —Hadassah; English speaking: 
for women; meets monthly; dues, $3.00 

5 early; associate members. $2.00; Secretary, 
[rs. Louis H. Levin, 2104 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hatebiah Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
meets everv Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1216 E. Baltimore Street. 
Room 3; President H. London; Secretary. 
H. wolpert, 428 Asquith Street. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston— Hadassah; English speaking: for 
women; President, Miss Ida Bolonsky: 
Secretary, Rebecca Cauman, 190 Harvard 
Street, Dorchester. 

Zionist Bureau for New England; 161 
Devonshire Street; Chairman, Jacob de 
Hans. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas City—Tiphereth Zion Association : 
English speaking; for men and women: 
meets monthly; dues, 25 cents per mouth: 


President, Mark A. Hutterer; Secretary, 
Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen. 

St. Louis —Maccabaean Society; English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every other Tuesday; dues, 5 cents 
a week; President, Duvld Bernstein; Sec- 
•retary, Morris B. Sellgsobn, 5658 Etbzel 
Avenue. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Newark— Hadassah; English speaking; 
for women only; meets monthly; dues, 
$3.00 annually; President, Miss Sarah 
Knssy; Secretary, Miss Ray Abeles, 170 
Peshine Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
dues $1.50 quarterly; meets twice a month; 
President, Louis A. Fast; Secretary, A. 
Slutzky, OSS S. Grove Street, Irvington. 

.The Tbeo. Herzl Zion Society; meets at 
Feiuberg’s Hall, Prince and Heiney Streets, 
twice a month; dues 25c monthly; Presi¬ 
dent, Philip Mendelsohn; Secretary, Harry 
Weiss, 100 Monmouth Street. 

Jersey City— Mlzpeh Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
dues. $4.00 yearly; meets twice a month; 
President, I. Segal; Secretary, H. G. Miller. 
463 Palisade Avenue. 


NEW YORK. 

Bronx —Zion Club “Hashachar;” English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
Club rooms 1258 Boston Road; open daily 
from 7 P. M. to 11 P. M.; President, Eze¬ 
kiel Rablnowdtz; Secretary, M. Weisgal, 289 
Brook Avenue. 

Straus Zion Society; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only ; meets every 2nd 
and 4th Saturday, at 75-79 E. 116th Street; 
President, H. Friedman; Secretary, D. Mln- 
chenburg, 961 E. 173rd Street. 

Bar-Cochba Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of the month at the Hunts Point 
Palace, 953 So. Boulevard: President, H. 
Kahn ; Secretary, S. Spiro, 1145 Fox Street. 

Maccabaean Zion Association; English 
speaking; for men and women: meets every 
second Sunday at the Bronx House; Presi¬ 
dent, M. Kadushin; Secretary, Naomi Fisch. 
1570 Bathgate Avenue. 

Tiphereth Zion Club: English speaking; 
for men and women; meets 1st and 3rd 
Sundav of the month at the Bronx Y. M. 
II. A.: President, Samuel Steckler; Secre¬ 
tary. J. Landsman, 1380 Prospect Avenue. 

Brooklyn— Don Abarbanel Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 
meets every two weeks; dues $7.00 per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secre¬ 
tary, Herman Panoff, 618 Eastern Parkway. 

Literarv Circle B’noth Zion Kadlmab; 
English speaking; for women; meets every 
Thursday evening at 184 Eldridge Street; 
President, Dinah Harris: Secretary, F. 
Lichtman, 15S0 Eastern Parkway, Brook- 
yn, N. Y. 

Degel Zion of Brownsville; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday night at 234 Sackman 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.; president, A 
Spicehandler; Secretary, M. Podolsky, 683 
Sackman Street. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men only; dues, $6.00 and Insur¬ 
ance: President, Edward Calm: Fin. Sec.. 
Max Klnusner; Secretary, Philip Rosen- 
blum, 892 Broadway. 

Manhattan—Friends of Zion Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only: 
meets twice a month; dues. $6.00 per year: 
President, H. B. Isaacson; Secretary. M. S. 
Banner, 1977 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists and Ladies’ 
Circle; English and Yiddish speaking: 
President. Samuel Wiesen: Secretary. Hr-r- 
nuin Pruckor, 43 East 3rd Street. 


Collegiate Zionist League; meets at 
Y. M. H. A. Building, Lexington Avenue 
and 92nd Street. Open to college and uni¬ 
versity graduates; President, Joseph I. 
Davidman; Secretary, Miss Tillle Hoff- 
tadter. 

Hadassah; English speaking; for women 
only; meets four times a year (public 
meetings); dues, $3.00 annually; national 
president, Miss Henrietta Szold; 2 Plne- 
hurst Avenue; local president, Mrs. Rich¬ 
ards Gottheil. 417 Riverside Drive; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Flora Cohen, 76 W. 114th Street. 
Conducts a Zionist Training School under 
the leadership of Miss Jessie E. Sampter, 
31 West 110th Street. 

Harlem Zionists; English and Yiddish 
speaking: meets at 10 W. 114th Street; for 
men and women; President, Simon Fein; 
Treasurer, lsadore Baker; Secretary, Miss 
Fanuie Scbecter. 79 W. 115th Street. 

Organization Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues, $1.50 quarterly; 
meets twice a month; President, Dr. George 
Jeshurun; Secretary, S. Sobel, 62 McKibben 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land 
purchasing organization; open to all; Presi¬ 
dent, Benard A. Rosenblatt; Secretary, 
Sylvan Robinson, care of Zion Common¬ 
wealth, 44 E. 23rd Street. 

David Wolfson Zion Club; Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; meets every 
Saturday evening at Public School 63, 4th 
Street. Room 306; President, Mr. Shelnk- 
inun: Secretary, Mr. Zlchlinsky, 282 Broome 
Street. 

Emunath Zion Circle; Yiddish speaking; 
for men and women; meets Sunday at 4 
P. M., at 125 W. 28th Street; President, 
A. Levinsky; Secretary, Minnie Steuer, 509 
E. * 2 nd street. 

Goldfaden National Dramatic Club; Yid¬ 
dish speaking; for men and women; meets 
Friday evening at 98 Forsyth Street; Presi¬ 
dent. Paul Mmskoff; Secretary, N. Wein- 
garten, 313 E. 13th Street. 

Zion Organization Hatecbiyab; Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 2nd and 4tb 
Tuesday of the month at 225 E. Broadway; 
President, J. Maltln; Secretary, N. Silver- 
man. IBS E. Houston Street. 

Federation of American Zionists; 44 East 
23rd Street; Chairman, Louis Lipsky. 

Schenectady—Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; meets twice a month: 
dues $3.00 yearly; Secretary, Miss Annette 
Lifset, 447 Hulett Street. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati —Cincinnati Zionist Society ; 
English and Yiddish speaking: for men 
and women; President, Dr. R. W. Miller: 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine. 3212 Reading 
Road. 

Cleveland —Zion Association ; English 
speaking; for men only; Secretary, Max 
E. Katz, Engineers Building. 

Hadassah: English speaking; for women; 
meets twice a month: President. Mrs. .1. 
Biskiud; Secretary, Miss Uivella Shapiro, 
2394 East 37th Street. 

Judnth Maccabaean Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, D. 
Carter, 5010 Sowtell Street. 

Columbus—Nordau Zion Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking: for men and women; Presi¬ 
dent, Isaac Mellmen; Secretary, Hyman 
Lievermnn. .540 Elsinore Street. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown —Tikwath Zion; English 
speaking: for men; President, Mr. Nathan 
Glosser; Secretary, Mr. Albert Pallet. 227% 
Vine Street. 

Philadelphia —Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing: for women: President, Miss Sadye 
Gnrdrov. 223 Franklin Avenue; Secretary, 
Miss Zulena C. Slootskey, 1647 W. 8th St. 
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Friends of Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; does. $2.00 yearly; 
meets weekly; President, Dr. Jacob Her¬ 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephson. 502 
Mountain Street. 

Moses Hess Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men: Secretary, J. Josephson, 

2615 S. 6th Street. 

Pittsburgh— Tiphereth Zion: English 
speaking; for professional and business 
men; dues, $5.00 per annum: President, 
Cbas. I. Cooper, Washington Bank Build¬ 
ing; Treasurer, Wm. L. Avner, Esq.. Ber¬ 
ger Building; Secretary, Dr. H. L. Eber, 
Center and Vallejo Streets. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis—Ahavas Zion; English speak¬ 
ing : for men and women; President, Henry 
Berkmen, care of Starch Shoe Co.. 426 N. 
Montgomery; Secreary, Regina Goldberg 
er. 426 N. Montgomery. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas —Texas Young Zionists; English 
speaking; for men and women; Treasurer, 
Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary, Miss Anna 
Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio— Bnal Zion; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, B. 
Mn ravin, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk— Norfolk Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men only; dues, $6.00 
Der year and Insurance; President, Louis 
Tabakln; Secretary. M. S. Jaffe, 9332 W'ood 

Street. 


WISCONSIN. 

Appleton—Shamrey Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. H. Greenberg; Sec'y, A. L. Jacobs. 

Beloit—Markin' Zion Gate; President, S. 
Kapitanoff; Secretary, E. Balabon. 

Eau Claire—Chippewa Valley Zion Gate; 
President, M. M. Horn ; Secretary, P. Cooks. 

Fond du Lac—Nos Zion Gate; President. 
S. Manls; Secretary. H. Manis. 

Green Bav—Ahavatli Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, J. L. Levltas; Sec’y. Miss R. Levine. 

The Sons and Daughters of Zion; Presi¬ 
dent. 1. A. Abrams: Secretary, Miss J. Aik. 

Hurley— Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President. 
Louis Ladln; Secretary, H. At. Mark, Hur- 

^Kenosha—Kenosha Zion Gate; President. 
J. D. Rosenblum; Secretary, B. Cohen. 

Madison—Zlontst Society of Madison; 
President, Saul Kasdin; Secretary, Philip 
Sllverstein. 

Manitowoc—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Schwartz: Secretary, Mrs. E. Harris. 

Marshfield—B'Ney Ziou Gate; President, 
R. Miller: Secretary, M. Wllner. 

Marinette—Ahavath Zion Gate: President, 
I. II. Solomon: Secretary, H. Hankln. 

Milwaukee—^Jehudah Halevi Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, L. Shapiro; Secretary, H. Setdelman. 

Hatlkwah Gate; President, Miss S. H. 
Manlioff: Secretary. Miss I. L. Margoles. 

Oshkosh—Hadrath Zion Gate; President, 
M. Block; Secretary, Mrs. D. S. Callin. 
Sheboygan—Choveve Zion Gate; Presi¬ 


dent. I Balkansky; Secretary, S. L. Moses. 

Stevens Point—Dorshel Zion Gate; presi¬ 
dent, I. Shafton; Secretary, S. Goldberg. 

Superior— Agudath Zion Gate; President. 
H. Aronsobn; Secretary, Miss C. Kaner. 

Those residing In a place wbere no Zion¬ 
ist Society exists may become members at 
large of the Wisconsin State League of 
Zionist Societies, by paying Three ($3,001 
Dollnrs per vear. This will entitle them 
to either the Mnecabaean (an English 
Monthly Magazine) or Dos Yiddlsbe Folk 
la Jewish Weekly Newspaper), as well as 
all other literature pertaining to Zionism— 
the some as organized societies receive. 
Communicate with Ben ELman, Secretary. 
16 Hancock Street. Madison, Wis. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English 
■peaking; for men nnd women: dues. 25 
cents per month; meets twice a month; 
President, Charles Levy; Secretary, Miss 
R.- S. Baum, 100 Major Street. 

Vancouver —Vancouver Zionist and Solcal 
Society: English speaking; for men; Secre¬ 
tary Edward Miller. 61 Cordova Street. W. 

Yarmouth. N. 8.—Bnel B'noth Zion; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men and 
women: meets once a month; dues $2.20 
yearly ; President, Max S. Smofsky; Secre¬ 
tary. Rev. A Walngar, Yarmouth, N. S. 

CORRECTION. 

Through a printer’s error, the third line 
in the third stanza of the poem, “To a 
Bird,” translated from the Hebrew of 
Bialik, woe misprinted. It should read: 

"Brothers far yet near.” 


TO THE ORGANIZED ZIONISTS OF AMERICA 

Fellow Zionists: 

The Philadelphia Zionist Convention was a splendid demonstration of the progress made by our 
movement during the past year. It also gave a token of what Zionists had pledged themselves to do 

during the coming year. 

We are marching toward our goal, with all forces, outside as well as inside of Jewry working 
for the^eahzatTon of our program. At no time have so many influences been working for the success 
of Zionism. At no time has so large a responsibility been placed upon American Zionists. 

Last vear we neglected the summer months, with the result that nothing substantial was done 
Lasit year. ; neg for the Emergency Fund, the mainstay of our organization. We 

So"1d Jo/ilfowS “ummL «o pass without doing out utmost to secure members, to organ,*, now 

societies, and to collect for the Emergency Fund. 

o • z- t-v,etttirl HnlH meetings frequently. Committees should be set to work at once. We 
Societies should h g Herzl Memorial Day. These days should be observed 

havo during the summer TuhbAb auddre ^ ^ eyes J the Jewish worid „ e 

wrn.d'"upon“ho™at oi them largo sacrifice, arc expected. Let not a day pas, without doing some 

thing for the cause. 

The Zionist offices are working unremittingly during the summer. Our speakers are at your 

service Literature can be distributed. Collections can be made. 

This is a historic time. While thousands of our brethren are suffering untold misery, while thou- 
This is a Historic _ . , • lives in the trenches, no Zionist can afford to take a vacation, 

sands of our con l ra ^f s , a 5f t i s g being made, and we must be on the watch to protect our national 

>* maintained a, i.s high.,, ieveb every bi, of strength 
and influence we may command must be summoned to Zionist service. 

The Philadelphia Convention gave us self-assurance. It made us feel that we represent a grow¬ 
ing soon-to-be overwhelming, Jewish power May it also inspire us with the spirit of self-sacrifice. 
Every Zionist should do his or her full duty during the summer. 

LOUIS LIPSKY, Chairman. 

BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT, Honorary Secretary. 
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THOS. REILLY, Prop. 

Household Goods Packed For Shipping 
Stored and Moving 
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will regulate your bowels and relieve you of the miseries of 

CONSTIPATION 

If your stomach isn’t just right, if you have abad taste in the mouth, 
coated tongue, feel distressed after eating and have frequent headaches, just 
take Ex-Lax. This will tone up your stomach, aid digestion, promote bodily 
vigor and strengthen the nervous system. You will be surprised to see how 
quickly your energy, ambition and appetite will come back to you. 
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Just Out! Just Out! 

A Palestine Packet 

A collection of letters on Pales¬ 
tine conditions with nine beau¬ 
tiful illustrations. 

It gives a comprehensive re¬ 
view of modern Jewish life in 
Palestine. 

It contains the following: 

A Word from Ambassador 

Morgenthau. 

The Spirit of the New Palestine 

Extracts from the Letters of 
Dr. Harry Friedenwald, 
Baltimore 

. . . But My Heart Is in the 

East. 

From a Letter of Dr. B. Mos- 
sinsohn, Jaffa 
(Translated from the 
Hebrew) 

The Test of Efficiency of the 
New Yishub . 

Harry Kaplan, Cleveland 
To Palestine With the U. S. S. 
“Vulcan” . 

Extracts from the Letters of 
Louis H. Levin, Balti¬ 
more 

The Judaean Colonies and the 
War Crisis. 

YV. Gluskin, Rishon le-Zion 
(Translated from the 
Plebrew) 

The Death of the Orchard. . . . 

Hemda Ren Jehuda, Jerusa¬ 
lem 

(Translated from the 
Hebrew) 

The Indictment of Zionists in 
Palestine . 

M. Sheinkin, Jaffa 

(Translated from the 
Yiddish) 

The Shomer . 

Mordecai Bernstein, Jaffa 
(Translated from the 
Hebrew) 

Price 25 Cents 

To be had of the Federation 
of American Zionists 

44 East 23rd Street, 

NEW YORK. 

NOTICE 

A copy of the 

Palestine Packet 
Will be given free to any one 
who will secure one paid up 
subscription to 
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The Hotel Astor Conference 

HERE had been assurances given 
that the Hotel Astor Conference, 
held on July 16th, would strike a com¬ 
pelling note of peace. The controversy 
had taxed the strength of contestants 
and the patience of spectators, and it 
was felt that a proffer of peace by the 
Hotel Astor Conference would force 
the Congressists to compromise and 
strike a truce. The delegates to the Ho¬ 
tel Astor Conference, however, did not 
know what peace meant; at least, the res¬ 
olutions adopted, while sounding the 
praises of peace, in reality did not point 
the way. They seemed to indicate a lack 
of understanding of the actual conditions 
that confronted the Conference. It could 
not be expected that the Congress execu¬ 
tive committee would ignore what had 
been done at the Philadelphia Confer¬ 
ence, especially as the Philadelphia Con¬ 
ference had, practically, laid down only 
the principles of a democratic Congress, 
and left its executive committee free to 
meet any organization or group of or¬ 
ganizations that wanted to enter the 
movement. The Hotel Astor Confer¬ 
ence, however, adopted a resolution com¬ 
mitting the Conference to a permanent 
organization, to the calling of a Con¬ 
gress, and wholly ignored the existence 
of the Congress Organization Commit¬ 
tee. When Mr. Justice Brandeis, Judge 
Pam and Mr. Sanders appeared, the res¬ 
olution was ready for presentation. It 
was clear that the peace-makers had de¬ 
cided for themselves what sort of peace 
they wanted, and were not going to be 


that indicated a genuine desire for actual 
peace, co-operation, union of forces, etc., 
until Judge Mack arose to move a recon¬ 
sideration of the resolution adopted in 
the afternoon. When he arose, it be¬ 
came clear that what had been done was 
not a peace measure, but a declaration of 
war. The attitude of Mr. Marshall also 
indicated the belligerent intentions of the 
Conference. However, I ascribe the 
acrimony displayed at the Conference, 
the bad manners, the loose talk indulged 
in, and the lack of dignity where dignity 
was expected, to the fact that the Con¬ 
ference really wanted peace but' lacked 
the grace or savior fairc to go about se¬ 
curing it. The Conference was loud and 
strident, but behind its resoluteness was 
fear of the outcome, of the numbers 
massed against them, fear that all they 
were contending for the Jews of Amer¬ 
ica had already repudiated. 

CONTENTS 

Views and Comments. 1 

Thn Hotel Astor Conference; The 
Terms of Peace; Justice Brandeis' 
Resignations ; A Secret Conference 
Needed; Protecting the Minority; 
The Appointment of Mr. Elkus ; 
Why Henry Morgenthau Resigned; 
The -Relief Commission to the Occu¬ 
pied Territories; Breaking With 
the Hilfsverein; The People’s -Re¬ 
lief Committee; Circulating The 


Maccabaean. 

Exile (a poem), by Victor Coen. 4 

Herzl, The Brilliant Jewish Leader, 
by Jacob de Haas. 5 


The Terms of Peace 

HIS was shown by the immediate 
break-down of all pretentions in the 
appointment of a peace committee. Mr. 
Marshall refused to allow the direct ap¬ 
pointment of a committee on peace, but 
as soon as the Conference adjourned, he, 
as chairman, appointed such a commit¬ 
tee. The committee appointed was com¬ 
posed of men who sincerely desired 
peace. I venture to say that the person¬ 
nel of the committee was the best evi¬ 
dence of the folly of the Conference, for 
the Conference could have appointed that 
committee in the morning, and in the 
afternoon, in all probability, could have 
brought in the treaty of peace. The Con¬ 
ference of Peace was held on Tuesday, 
July 18th. The results of that Confer¬ 
ence have not been made public. But it 
is safe to say that once having confessed 
their inability to withstand the Congress 
movement, every thing else was simple. 
They were not standing out on principle. 
They were standing out against the Con¬ 
gress on matters involving methods and 
the exercise of judgment. Once they be¬ 
gan to discuss practical question's, it was 
found that nothing in reality stood in the 
way of peace except a desire to protect 
the minority against the anticipated acts 
of the majority in the Congress. They 
had already conceded the Congress it¬ 
self; they would join in it. They had al¬ 
ready conceded the date of the Congress; 
they would abide by the decision of the 
Philadelphia Conference. The plan of 
elections had not been worked out, but 
bad to be based on democratic principles; 


deterred by anything the Congress 
Peace Committee would say or offer. To 
assert, therefore, that Mr. Justice Bran¬ 
deis was too unyielding in his remarks 
is to ignore the fact that the Hotel As¬ 
tor Conference had already decided what 
to do, and that nothing he could say 
would alter the resolution presented by 
the Conference’s Resolutions Committee 
immediately after the Congress Commit¬ 
tee had concluded its argument. I was 
present practically all day Sunday; and 
aside from abstract observations on 
peace, I did not notice one thing done 


Two Thrones (a poem), by P. M. 

Raskin . 

The Hungry Ghost, by Jacob Rich- 

man . 
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Jessie E. Sampter. 

Book Reviews . 
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they were prepared to concede the demo- 
9 cratic principle. What were they fight¬ 
ing about? First: They did not want a 

10 permanent Congress. But if a Congress 
convened once, and the second time to 

11 hear the report of its executive commit- 

17 tee, what power on earth could prevent 
the Jews of America the use of the same 

18 machinery to establish a permanent or¬ 
ganization of American Jewry? Second: 
They did not want the Congress to adopt 
resolutions endorsing certain theories, or 

22 philosophies or programs of Jewish life. 

23 That is, they objected to the right of the 
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majority to bind the minority on general 
propositions. Zionists have been con¬ 
tending all the while that it was not their 
intention to have the Congress adopt 
sentimental, theoretical or platonic reso¬ 
lutions of any kind. They had been as¬ 
serting that the Congress should give 
general directions to its executive com¬ 
mittee as to the action to be taken. If with 
regard to action, certain ideas relating 
to Palestine were feasible or practical, 
they should be considered purely as prac¬ 
tical not theoretical measures. We were 
advocates of the American method of 
legislation to meet a concrete situation. 
They were thinking of the Austrian or 
German method and general proposi¬ 
tions. We felt that nothing relating to 
action in Palestine or for Palestine or 
for the Jews in relation to Palestine need 
be expressed in a formula, but must be 
expressed in concrete, practical terms. 
That being so, the theories held by the 
majority in the Congress were bound to 
affect their consideration of every con¬ 
crete proposition, but the minority need 
not and would not be bound by any 
thing but the practical form of the action 
contemplated. In effect, our opposing 
friends, ■wearied of the fight, wanted to 
capitulate, and did so as gracefully as 
they knew how. Once having conceded 
the principle, there was nothing more left 
to fight about. This docs not mean that 
the Congress Committee makes no con¬ 
cessions. It has conceded some thing 
for the sake of peace which fundamental- 


draw from such aspects of Jewish activ¬ 
ity, where he could not with propriety 
inject his personality. The Hotel Astor 
Conference was interpreted as an indica¬ 
tion of the determination of a certain 
party in American Jewry not to endure 
the participation of Mr. Brandeis by forc¬ 
ing him to be the center of controversy 
whenever he appeared. Viewing the sit¬ 
uation from that angle, it may be inferred 
that the unseemly attack upon Mr. Bran¬ 
deis was premeditated. Mr. Brandeis had 
decided to appear as one of a committee 
to present the views of the Congress 
movement, relying upon the delegates 
there present to protect him against dis¬ 
orderly conduct. He felt that he could 
depend upon the assembly not to do any¬ 
thing that would open the way to criti¬ 
cism of himself as a member of the 
United States Supreme Court. He felt 
that since his elevation to the bench his 
usefulness to his own people had been 
enhanced, and he preferred not to jeop¬ 
ardize that usefulness by being a party to 
controversy. His opponents were deter¬ 
mined not to respect his office in Jew¬ 
ish matters. The same tactics would 
have been employed at the very next op¬ 
portunity. They were prepared to go the 
limit in their personal animosity. His 
retirement naturally followed. The Ho¬ 
tel Astor Conference could have pre¬ 
vented this retirement, at this time. It 
could have taken official notice of the 
disorder created and dissociated itself 
from it. The onus then would have 


therefore shouts when he is contradicted. 
The autocrat denounces wdien he sees 
others given the floor which of right be¬ 
longs to him. The despot therefore takes 
the floor as many times as he can snatch 
it from a friendly chairman. But in one 
respect the Hotel Astor Conference over¬ 
stepped all expectations. It was con¬ 
ceded by all, foes as well as friends, that 
the men of the Conference understood 
American conventions, that they would 
be mindful of the decencies of public life 
insofar as they might affect public offi¬ 
cials. But in this respect, too, it was a 
lamentable exhibition. The treatment 
accorded Justice Brandeis was wholly in¬ 
defensible. Mr. Brandeis appeared by- 
special invitation on a mission of peace. 
He spoke coolly, without feeling, simply- 
presenting the case of the Congress. He 
wanted to retire because he did not wish 
to be the center of a controversy, but re¬ 
mained at the express invitation of the 
chairman. It would not have been be¬ 
coming the office which he occupies to 
engage in a public argument on any ques¬ 
tion. Having remained, it was the duty 
of the Conference to protect him against 
any situation that involved the dignity 
of his position or that compelled his 
silence under insult. It was not as a Jew¬ 
ish representative only that he appeared. 
The dignity of his office—as many of the 
men present well knew—was part of his 
personality. By deliberately ignoring 
this fact, the Conference deliberately 
showed disrespect not to Mr. Brandeis, 


ly is wrong, although practically it makes 
not a particle of difference. The Con¬ 
gress Committee, if it makes the conces¬ 
sions mentioned, abandons the principle 
of the right of a majority of Jews to or¬ 
ganize themselves, without being hind¬ 
ered in their efforts by a small minority. 
The Philadelphia Conference stood for an 
open program. This did not mean, in 
reality, that every thing Jewish would 
be reviewed by the Congress. It meant 
that if a majority of the delegates present 
wished to take action, nothing stood in 
the way. By conceding the point as to 
permanence, the Congress Committee 
abandons the principle of self-govern¬ 
ment and the right of the majority to 
govern to an extent, but in all other mat¬ 
ters relating to practical work for the 
attainment of full Jewish rights, the Con¬ 
gress is to be the paramount authority, 
practically unlimited in its scope. 

Justice Brandeis’ Resignations 

USTICE BRANDEIS has found it nec¬ 
essary to tender his resignation as 
honorary president of the Jewish Con¬ 
gress Organization Committee and as a 


rested upon the disorderly elements. 
But the Conference preferred not to take 
notice of the breach of decorum and thus 
assumed full responsibility for the con¬ 
sequences. We regret that at a Jewish 
meeting so little respect was paid to the 
dignity of Jewish public life, but we have 
no doubt that insofar as Zionist inter¬ 
ests are concerned, Mr. Brandeis’ resigna¬ 
tion from the committees mentioned will 
not in the least affect his usefulness; on 
the contrary, his affiliation with the Zion¬ 
ist organization will be of even greater 
significance and value. 

A Secret Conference Needed 

HE question has been asked: Why 
was the American Jewish Committee 
so strongly against a Congress, and why 
did it so often use the argument that 
there was danger in an open Jewish as¬ 
sembly? The answer has now been 
given by the Hotel Astor Conference. 
That Conference showed clearly that the 
American Jewish Committee feared that 
some of its own members would not 
know how to behave themselves in pub¬ 
lic. Private conferences are safer, for 


but to the United States Supreme Court. 
It could have allowed him to retire, and 
discuss what he had said in his absence. 
It could have discussed what he had said 
in his presence temperately, with discre¬ 
tion, scrupulously avoiding drawing him 
into any discussion or engaging in per¬ 
sonalities. But this was not done. In¬ 
stead a number of the delegates, in tone, 
gesture, and manner of deportment, in¬ 
dicated that they wanted to provoke him 
into reply, that they wanted to have him 
forget the dignity of his position, that 
they wanted him to descend to their 
level. They knew well that he could not 
do this and would not do this, but these 
disrespectful men knew that if he did 
not do this, in the public view he would 
have to share the responsibility for their 
contemptible misbehavior. That was the. 
act of a rowdy. After such an exhibition 
these men will find it difficult to pass un¬ 
challenged in the company of gentlemen. 
It really becomes a serious question 
whether, before the Congress is con¬ 
vened, some of the elements in the Hotel 
Astor Conference should not he sent to 
school to learn how to behave in public. 


member of the executive committee of 
the American Jewish Relief Committee. 
He remains, however, honorary presi¬ 
dent of the Provisional Zionist Commit¬ 
tee. His resignation from the commit¬ 
tees mentioned was forced upon him by 
the action of the Hotel Astor Confer¬ 
ence. Not that that Conference was the 
direct and only cause of his resignations. 
It merely revealed a state of affairs in 
Jewish life which would have compelled 
Mr. Brandeis, sooner or later, to with¬ 


there are no reporters present. From 
many points of view, the Hotel Astor 
Conference was an exhibition of bad 
manners and bad management. It was 
organically anarchistic. It was funda¬ 
mentally rowdyish. Your real snob is 
an intolerant fellow, who cannot stomach 
views with which he docs not agree. 
Your real autocrat will not endure free 
discussion. Your real despot does not 
understand a situation where he has only 
an equal right to the floor. The snob 


Protecting the Minority 

R. MAGNES confessed, at the Hotel 
Astor Conference, that he feared the 
Congress would become a Zionist Con¬ 
gress, and thus commit a minority of 
American Jews to Zionism. It became 
necessary, therefore, to protect the rights 
of the minority. They wanted to enter 
the Congress, but with a constitutional 
protection which would estop the major¬ 
ity from taking action on matters they 
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oppose. This is an important admission. 
Hitherto, they have denied the claim of 
the Congress organization that it repre¬ 
sents a majority of American Jewry. 
They have laughed at our alleged pre¬ 
tense. They have credited the entire 
movement to a few demagogues, to the 
Yiddish newspapers, etc. Now, they feel 
that they must be protected, as a minor- 
ity, against any possible action by the 
Congress on nationality, on Zionism, on 
the permanent organization of American 
Jewry. What a calamity it would be if 
a majority of American Jews, assembled 
in a Congress through their democrat¬ 
ically elected representatives, endorsed 
the Zionist movement! That would cer¬ 
tainly be taking an unfair advantage of 
them. In matters of conscience, one 
with God is a majority. Here the Con- 
gressists come along and want to apply 
the secular test to Jewish questions; they 
want the majority to rule. As good 
Americans, our friends of the Socialist 
party and of the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee cannot permit it. 

Why Henry Morgenthau Resigned 

A FANTASTIC story was cabled here 
from Paris on July 21st, in which it 
was reported that a number of European 
papers had published an article accord¬ 
ing to which Henry Morgenthau resigned 
as American Ambassador to Turkey un¬ 
der pressure from Constantinople be¬ 
cause he had been actively engaged in 
the “Zionist colonization movement 
which contemplated buying land from 
Turkey in Palestine for a colony which 
was to be converted into an independent 
republic after the war.” It is a matter 
of public knowledge that Jews have been 
purchasing land in Palestine. The Turk¬ 
ish government has been friendly to such 
efforts, and has not interposed any ob¬ 
stacles in the way of a peaceful settle¬ 
ment of Palestine by Jews. With the 
outbreak of the war, however, these land 
purchases naturally ceased, owing to un¬ 
settled conditions. If any purchases 
were made, they were made upon con¬ 
tracts entered into before Turkey became 
a belligerent. The connection of Mr. 
Morgenthau with land purchases before 
the war and after was not directly im¬ 
portant, and he certainly had nothing to 
do with any fanciful idea that a republic 
could be created by extensive land pur¬ 
chases. This roundabout way of secur¬ 
ing political recognition in Palestine for 
Jews would not commend itself to the 
mind of any practical statesmen. But the 
origin of the Parisian tale, and the mo¬ 
tives inspiring it, may be inferred from 
one paragraph in the cablegram. Ac¬ 
cording to that paragraph, Turkey agreed 
to the plan under German pressure in 
order to get money by the sale of land 
to carrv on the war. This shows a con¬ 
fused state of mind on the part of the 
reporter. The report should not have 
distressed our European brethren. For 
their benefit it may be said that Mr. Mor¬ 
genthau was not recalled by the Amer¬ 
ican government, but that he voluntarily 
retired for personal business reasons and 
that if the American government could 


have persuaded him, Mr. Morgenthau 
would have remained at his post while 
the war lasted, for he was performing 
efficient service not only for Jewish in¬ 
terests, but for the Christian interests in 
the Turkish empire as well. 

The Appointment of Mr. Elkus 

M R. ABRAM I. ELKUS of New York, 
has been appointed United States 
Ambassador to Turkey, succeeding 
Henry Morgenthau, who resigned. It has 
become an American tradition to send a 
Jew to represent the American people at 
Constantinople, it being the feeling that 
a Jew would be more acceptable to the 
Moslem empire than a Christian. Cer¬ 
tainly, in spite of the non-Oriental char¬ 
acter of the Ambassadors sent to Turkey 
by the United States, the Porte looks 
with favor upon the sending of a Jew to 
represent American interests. And the 
Jewish representatives have, in almost 



ABEAM I. ELKUS 

every instance, demonstrated the practi¬ 
cal value of this method. Mr. Elkus is 
■well-known as a civic worker, and has 
been sufficiently interested in Jewish af¬ 
fairs to make it possible to say of him 
that he understands the gravity of the 
problem that confronts him. He goes to 
Constantinople at a time when large 
Jewish interests may be affected by the 
attitude Turkey may assume toward 
them. He will have the fortunate op¬ 
portunity of acting on behalf of a gov¬ 
ernment, which has, in past years, shown 
its sincere interest in the welfare of the 
Jewish people. It is entirely probable 
that Jewish history will be made by the 
Ambassador who is in charge of Ameri¬ 
can affairs when the war shall come to 
an end. Mr. Elkus' sympathy with the 
hopes and aspirations of the Jewish peo¬ 
ple relative to Palestine is therefore of 
the highest importance. Of Mr. Elkus’ 
ability little need be said. He is a man 
of temperate views, a clear mind, of good 
judgment, and open to new ideas. On 
Jewish questions, he will be found ready 
to consider with an open mind any prac¬ 


tical proposals tending to ameliorate 
Jewish conditions. His appointment 
ought to have the unqualified approval of 
all Jews. 

The Relief Commission to the 
Occupied Territories 

W HEN it became known that the 
American Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee—representing the American Jew¬ 
ish Relief Committee, the Central Relief 
Committee and the People’s Relief Com¬ 
mittee—was sending its funds for the 
Jews in the occupied territories to be dis¬ 
tributed by the Hilfsverein der Deut- 
schen Juden, a strong effort was made by 
Zionists on the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee to point out: First, by using a 
distributing agent of German subjects 
the Jews in the occupied territories were 
placed in a dangerous position, for the 
Poles and the Russians would make 
political capital out of the fact that the 
Jews were receiving unusual relief funds 
from Germans; Second, that the relief 
moneys could best be distributed by Jews 
resident in the occupied territories, who 
did not require the intervention of Ger¬ 
man Jews; Third, that the United States 
consular service could perform all the 
functions performed by the Hilfsverein. 
These arguments, substantiated by au¬ 
thentic documents, showing that the 
Hilfsverein was making political capital 
out of American relief funds by having it 
appear that these funds emanated from 
the Hilfsverein itself and by making 
propaganda for the greuzsperrung, were 
discarded by a few people on the Joint 
Distribution Committee as not being 
convincing. The money continued to be 
sent through Max Warburg, of the 
Hilfsverein, in spite of all protests. Fin¬ 
ally. the facts accumulating, the Zionists 
were joined by others, and the represen¬ 
tatives of the American Jewish Relief 
Committee were forced to abandon the 
Hilfsverein as a distributing agency. 
But, while resolutions to that effect were 
adopted, until this day the Hilfsverein 
continues as the representative of Amer¬ 
ican Jewish relief committees. What the 
advocates of local autonomy in relief 
succeeded in securing, however, was the 
appointment of a commission to be sent 
to the occupied territories, to devise a 
new method of distributing the funds. 
But, although the commission was ap¬ 
pointed at the direct insistence of Zion¬ 
ists in the People’s Relief Committee and 
the Central Relief Committee, it was ap¬ 
pointed in such a way as to preclude the 
equitable settlement of the question. Dr. 
Magnes was selected as the chairman of 
the commission, and large powers were 
given to him. The instructions to the 
commission, drawn up practically by Mr. 
Felix M. Warburg and Dr. Magnes, in¬ 
dicate that the commission is not to 
function as a committee, but as a group 
of men, all acting under orders of the 
chairman. He is to act as censor of all 
plans, all reports are to be rendered 
through him, no member of the commis¬ 
sion has the right to communicate with 
New York without his approval. Thus, 
what was expected to be a bi-partisan or 
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tri-partisan commission, has become a 
partisan commission, and little good may 
be expected from it in the way of a fair 
presentation of the problems of distribu¬ 
tion. The Zionist representative is Mr. 
Senior Abel, well-known among all Zion¬ 
ists as a capable, conscientious, fair- 
minded man, whose judgments may be 
relied upon. The socialist representative 
is Mr. Jacob Panken, who has no record 
in Jewish affairs, and is known only as 
a socialist stump-speaker and active in 
internal Jewish socialist affairs. The 
representative of the Central Committee 
is Rabbi Abramowitz, of St. Louis, an 
able man, learned in Jewish law, but 
wholly unacquainted with European 
conditions. In addition. Dr. Boris Bo- 
gen, of Cincinnati, and Jacob Billikoff, 
of Kansas City, are members of the com¬ 
mission, with a right to vote, although 
when they were selected by the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Relief Committee, and their 
naming was approved, no one knew that 
they were to be given a vote. Dr. Mag- 
ncs is the chairman, but he acts as rep¬ 
resentative of the American Jewish Re¬ 
lief Committee. His appointment does 
not inspire confidence in the fairness of 
method to be employed by the commis¬ 
sion. Whatever Dr. Magnes’ views may 
be, his conduct during the past two years 
does not warrant the hope that he will 
act as a representative of either national¬ 
istic or Zionist views. 

Breaking with the Hilfsverein 

A T ONE of the meetings of the Joint 
Distribution Committee, held sev¬ 
eral months ago, it was decided to break 
off relations with the Hilfsverein in the 
distribution of relief funds intended for 
the occupied territories. This was re¬ 
garded as a victory for the nationalist 
elements on the Committee. At the same 
time it was decided to send a commission 
to Poland to organize the distribution so 
as to eliminate German agencies entirely. 
It was expected that the status quo 
would be maintained until the commis¬ 
sion arrived in Europe. No publicity 
was given to the fact that the Hilfsverein 
had been discarded. The honor of that 
organization was well protected by its 
friends on the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee. But at that time the Hilfsverein 
had several million marks of American 


relief money unexpended. It has since 
expended all but a few hundred thou¬ 
sand marks. And not only has it ex¬ 
pended all it had 1 —contrary to the under¬ 
standing—but it applied for an additional 
appropriation, which the Joint Distribu¬ 
tion Committee has granted in spite of 
the earlier decision. Taking these facts 
into consideration, is it not in order to 
ask: Does the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee sincerely desire the breaking of 
relations with the Hilfsverein? If so, 
why does it hesitate? 

The People’s Relief Committee 

I N SPITE of the inevitable disorder 
attendant upon a convention of over 
600 delegates, representing various an¬ 
tagonistic groups, the annual conference 
of the People’s Relief Committee, held 
in New York on August 6th, resulted in 
the organization of a permanent relief 
committee, which is prepared to extend 
the relief work so as to include nation¬ 
alistic, constructive features. The con¬ 
vention decided upon a comprehensive 
reorganization, adopted resolutions that 
arc intended to create a permanent re¬ 
lief institution, and expressed views 
that are in accord with what the Zion¬ 
ists have been striving for in the relief 
work. The action of the Joint Distri¬ 
bution Committee in its relations with 
the Hilfsverein was emphatically and 
unanimously condemned. A new and 
more responsible administrative com¬ 
mittee was elected, and provision was 
made for the election of a national ex¬ 
ecutive committee, which, when se¬ 
lected, will place the People’s Relief 
Committee in the forefront of the relief 
work. Hitherto, the People’s Relief 
Committee has been the platform on 
which the anti-nationalist socialists and 
the Zionists have fought their battles. 
Had this conflict been allowed to pre¬ 
vail at the convention in New York, 
not only would there have been an un¬ 
pleasant public scandal, but the Peo¬ 
ple’s Relief Committee would have been 
disrupted. If the Zionists, having a major¬ 
ity. had insisted that the socialists be elim¬ 
inated, the People's Relief Committee 
would have been disbanded or have 
emerged as a distinct Zionist relief com¬ 
mittee, which would have been, at this 
time, an undesirable culmination. If the 


socialists, having a majority, had in¬ 
sisted upon what they had been re¬ 
ported as having in mind to do, the 
elimination of the Zionists, the Peo¬ 
ple’s Relief Committee would, in that 
case, also have been disrupted or have 
become a distinct socialist relief com¬ 
mittee. In order to maintain the Peo¬ 
ple’s Relief Committee, and have it be¬ 
come a national, permanent institution, 
the outstanding necessity of the situa¬ 
tion required that there be orderly pro¬ 
cedure, and that the convention en¬ 
hance the value of the committee, 
rather than depreciate it. This was es¬ 
sentially the object of the so-called 
"dc^l” between some Zionists and some 
socialists. The intent of the arrange¬ 
ment was the protection of the good 
name of an important branch of the 
Jewish relief work. That was, in effect, 
attained. 

Circulating The Maccabaean 

O UR readers will pardon a personal 
appeal. I presume that a subscriber 
who reads the magazine—and pays for it 
—should be exempt from being bothered 
further about The Maccabaean. But our 
readers are not only subscribers. Their 
obligation is not ended when they have 
enrolled themselves as subscribers. They 
are also Zionists—for the most part— 
and should be interested in the maga¬ 
zine from a propaganda point of view. 
The strength of Zionism is revealed in 
the strength of Zionist periodicals. By 
bringing The Maccabaean into new Jew¬ 
ish homes, you further Zionist interests; 
you contribute to the development of 
Zionist strength. Every reader should 
feel this obligation, especially if he is a 
Zionist. The more readers The Macca¬ 
baean has, the greater the power of Zion¬ 
ism. If in your town you find a Jew 
wdio says lie is not a Zionist, get him to 
read The Maccabaean; it will do him 
good; he will be thankful to you and 
eventually will become a regular reader 
of the magazine. Do not be selfish. 
Share the magazine with others. You 
will have the knowledge of being in an 
extensive company. That is a comfort¬ 
able feeling. Any thing that makes your 
Zionist faith stronger is good for Zion¬ 
ism and good for you. Make readers of 
The Maccabaean! 

The Reviewer 


Exile 


BY VICTOR COEN. 


Swing, hammock, swing!—the evening breath 
Disturbs the locks of her I love; 

Sing, children, sing!—the fields of death 
Are far away. One star above 
Looks shyly at the moon’s bright curve; 

The earth is still and woos my soul 
With peace; alas! I dare not swerve, 

I cannot change my birth or goal. 

The spot I love is desert sand. 

And still with yearning heart I roam: 

Oh, Israel-land—Oh, Israel-land, 

My only hope, my home ! 


Flow waters, flow, in joy secure, 

For soon you reach the laughing sea; 

Blow, breezes, blow!—your kisses lure 
My soul with longings to be free. 

The bright birds sing and swoop; the flowers 
Peep through the azure to the blue; 

And I with love in odorous bowers 
Am restless here, dear land, for you. 

The spot I love is desert sand, 

And still with yearning heart I roam: 

Oh, Israel-land—Oh, Israel-land, 

My only hope, my home ! 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



Herzl, The Brilliant Jewish Leader 


BY JACOB DE HAAS 



jREAT men, taken up in any way, are 
profitable company,” says Carlyle, and 
Jewry had profitable company in 
Theodor Herzl, the twelfth anniver¬ 
sary of whose death was accepted 
as a world-wide day of recollection 
and mourning. And this acclaim from 
high and low, from men scattered throughout the 
world who knew no more of him than that he lived, 
and worked, and expressed to them something as tang¬ 
ible as life itself, renders unnecessary any new attest 
as to the worthiness of his life, the nobility of his 
aims, or a record of his high achievements. 

To one who, as did the writer, knew 
him intimately, healthy and sick, vir¬ 
ile and weak, cool and passionate, 
dreaming and acting, on the platform 
and in the domestic circle, talking to 
“schnorrers,” and conferring with po¬ 
tentates, time plays but the sorry 
part of dulling the memory in some 
detail. For I see him still, as you be¬ 
hold a cinema picture, in action; the 
wondrous lustre of his eyes still flash¬ 
ing its message of thanks for some 
little act, some detail carried out as 
he would have it done. And this 
Herzl, the hero of all the accumulat¬ 
ing legends, was a man of endless de¬ 
velopments, the incarnation of that 
adaptability and resource which has 
made Jewish life possible for two 
thousand years. 

As I recall him first, I see him 
seated in a yellow silk robe de charn- 
bre, writing in his room in the Hotel 
Albermale, overlooking the bustle of 
Piccadilly, London. I had met him before, but this 
was the first time I saw him in private, and with jour¬ 
nalistic acquisitiveness was seeking to get beneath the 
skin of this proclaimer of the Jewish State. 

I was a Jewish nationalist then, and together with 
others felt that I would like to know whether the man 
was superior to his book, for curious as it may now 
appear we were not all impressed by “The Jewish 
State.” It was too vague in localization, and too 
placid in style to meet with our sympathy. 

The Herzl in the yellow silk robe, writing in his 
diary, was quite different from the writer of the book. 
He' was all for action, full of life and deeply perplexed 
because he had unintentionally offended Sir Samuel 
Montagu as he then was (first Lord Swathling), by 
writing a postal to him with a Saturday date line. I 
began to draw him out, and it was apparent that he 
knew nothing of his fore-runners, that theological or 
ritual questions were as remote to him as the South 
Pole. 

It was not clear to him why the rich Jews did not 
accept his own underlying principle, the unity of the 
Jews, as a matter of fact. This troubled him the more 
because he was planning on lines of high finance. He 
had been rebuffed by Baron de Hirsch and his views 
had been treated with contempt by Baron Edmond de 
Rothschild. 



DR. THEODOR HERZL 


We discussed politics, Judaism and Zionism, and he 
gave into my keeping the first document connected 
with his efforts, a petition from Bulgarian Jews who, 
having learnt somehow that he had interviewed the 
Grand Vizier, met Herzl at Sofia and offered him en¬ 
couragement. 

Within a few days Herzl had made his second at¬ 
tempt to come to an understanding with the rich Jews, 
via the London Maccabaeans, and failed. I sat 
through that long session, watching all the faces I 
knew, realizing, as speaker followed speaker, that 
nothing but lip praise was being offered Herzl. I saw, 
too, how this man, so eminently superior to his en¬ 
vironment, understood that Zangwill 
would go no further than a jest, and 
somehow it appealed to me that the 
Jews had a Parnell and did not know 
it. Anyway, as one by one, the audi¬ 
ence hurried homeward, I drew 
nearer to Herzl, and after a whisper¬ 
ing consultation with some of my 
friends, offered to turn that failure 
into a success. His eyes, which al¬ 
ways had that chameleon power, 
changed color as he looked into me, 
but nothing more dramatic followed 
than an engagement to meet before 
breakfast. 

At that next interview I offered to 
bring him and the Jewish masses to¬ 
gether, and it was then that he coined 
that new phrase which subsequently 
became a policy with him: “All the 
Jews have more money than Roths¬ 
child. 

The thousands massed in the Jewish 
Workingmen's Club that Sunday 
afternoon to meet the new Jewish leader, gave him 
heart for the cause, and confidence in his first English 
associate. He had never faced the masses, and he had 
been advised—for intrigue was always busy—that the 
hall would be empty. It was with a troubled face 
that he rode with me to the meeting, but never after 
did he doubt, on the contrary, he overstrained the con¬ 
fidence, and set me tasks full of difficulties, sure that 
I would overcome them. But this meeting conquered 
him. He strode on to the platform like a king, and his 
words sounded like a prophecy. It was the one speech 
that was not reported, capturing the reporters so that 
they forget their business of taking notes. 

The next day we entered upon that close relation¬ 
ship which lasted till his death. From then I began 
to know the Herzl of vigorous correspondence, and 
that which impressed me most, the Herzl of ceaseless 
activity. The idea of writing a book and permitting 
the world to do what it chose with it had already 
passed away never to return. I received at least one 
letter every week from him from July, 1896, to the 
end of the year, when we met on the continent to 
frame the call for the first Jewish congress. 

Wonders had indeed happened in the meantime. 
Without money, or a press, or any of all the usual 
machinery of agitation a world-wide movement had 
come into existence. Herzl had indeed struck at one 
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of the tap roots of Jewish existence. And yet I can 
vouch for the fact that he did not know the Jews as a 
people, in the sense that most Jews boast of such 
knowledge. He had great pity for their sufferings,' 
but no great patience with their weaknesses; yet he 
was so complete a Jew that in a few months he had 
called forth so much agitation, that the whole attitude 
of Jews towards Jewish life was changed. He ap¬ 
pealed to me as an intellectual idealist, as distinct 
from the typical Jewish emotional idealist, and at that 
he was a mystic. 

One day, very early in our friendship, he began to 
question me as to the tradition that the Spanish Jews 
were descended from the tribe of Judah. He told me 
that through his mother he was descended from Seph¬ 
ardim. From her he had also learned this tradition 
of the Judaic ancestry, and of the Messianic tradition 
of the Tribe. As he spoke of it his whole personality 
seemed to change. His features, which Nordau had 
traced on the Nippur bas-reliefs, seemed to grow still 
more distinctly Semitic. In a flash it was clear to me 
what might follow as the consequence of belief in this 
tradition and the accident which had suddenly made 
him leader of the Jews in a struggle for the recapture 
of Zion. I begged him to smother the thought, forget 
the tradition, and in the interest of his work never 
breath it to a living soul. I too kept silence on this 
phase of Herzl until it could no longer work mischief. 

Only once thereafter, to my knowledge, was he 
moved by that idea. It was in 1900 when the Con¬ 
gress was held at London. Herzl had an acute attack 
of fever. It was necessary, in the interest of the Con¬ 
gress, to keep this illness secret. But he grew worse 
and I had to call a doctor. Herzl demanded that I ob¬ 
tain the services of an Austrian Zionist preferably a 
member of the Kadimah. Luckily there was one in 
London, Dr. Leibster. He willingly gave his service 
and ordered two nurses to be in constant attendance. 
In order to maintain secrecy, I ordered the nurses from 
a nursing institution, giving only the number of the 
suite and arranging that the charge should be paid by 
the hotel. 

The day nurse attending the fever tossed patient, 
turned to Dr. Reich, the secretary of the Actions Com¬ 
ite and myself, and, discussing her unknown patient 
said: “Your friend suggests to me the Messiah on a 
sick bed.” Dr. Reich next morning repeated the re¬ 
mark to Herzl, and it acted like a tonic on him. He 
sprang from his bed and it was only positive proof 
of his physical weakness that induced him to go back 
to bed. 

This mysticism was, however, inconsequential as 
far as it affected the form of his constructive pro¬ 
gram. He was the most active of dreamers, and what 
was more important, between his profession and 
friendships and his residence in Vienna—always a hot¬ 
bed of oriental politics—had obtained an excellent in¬ 
sight into international affairs. Moreover, it was true 
that the Sultan wanted to give a Charter for Zion. 
He had the offer through a Mr. Newlinsky, and even 
the English daily press had some inkling of the diplo¬ 
matic combinations which had created that pass. 

So he started “Die Welt” and called the first Con¬ 
gress. He alone had faith in the response that would 
follow. To all of us who knew the Jews it seemed im¬ 
possible. There were ten thousand reasons why there 
would be no answer to the call. But there was. Herzl 
was right, but even so he was wrong. Right, because 
the delegates were there ; wrong, because the majority 


of them did not understand the leader they so pas¬ 
sionately acclaimed. 

Among the lasting pictures of that first Congress, 
and there were many, is one of the Russian leaders 
meeting in a long ( narrow room in the Freie Strasse, 
where the first headquarters were. Herzl, as we drove 
round the city making official calls, discussed all there 
was ahead, big and difficult tasks. When he entered 
the Russian conference we found, from the translation 
of the debate that was offered us that these men were 
still in the throes of polemical Zionism. Instead of a 
Congress it was a typical meeting of a Zionist society. 

It was my unpleasant task to tell them that we had 
not met to debate, but to endeavor to legislate a Jew¬ 
ish State into existence. Then and there we witnessed 
that distinctnon in attitudes and in ways of thought, 
that made for the breach of which Ussischkin became 
the leader. But Herzl recovered his optimism, led the 
Congress as though he had done nothing else all his 
life, and in reviewing the work of the first organization 
committee, set the new note when he exclaimed, “The 
Jewish State exists.” 

From that day his whole life changed. His wife 
complained to me that Zionism had brought every 
Jewish schnorrer to their steps. He had to take an in¬ 
terest in every detail of Jewish life. Zionism became 
a party and he had to participate and sanction com¬ 
munal struggles, political combats, and even school 
fights. He rapidly became an excellent master of de¬ 
tails, organized and arranged his work, obtained a 
thorough understanding of men and their motives and 
supplied himself with a new slogan “The opposition 
creates nothing.” 

His mind was, however, entirely devoted to results. 
Neither dialectic nor analysis, unless it had to do with 
concrete plans, interested him. He had been trained 
for the bar, but he had no legal mind, and in commit¬ 
tee always submitted that the lawyers should be su¬ 
preme in their field. 

He had, too, a horror of handling money questions. 
Several times I conveyed to millionaires his request, 
that if they would guarantee to make the loans—and 
until the Jewish Colonial Trust was founded, and even 
after he did not wholly abandon high finance—they 
could make their own terms as to profits if they 
would only co-operate in obtaining from Turkey that 
which he was interested in—a charter for secure set¬ 
tlement in Palestine. And he was able to persuade 
most men as to the righteousness of the cause, of its 
plausibility and possibility——all except the same Jew¬ 
ish millionaires. 

Since they would not help, it became our duty even 
to defeat their attempts to loan money to Turkey on 
conditions that would have militated against our in¬ 
terests. This. too. was accomplished. His intrepidity, 
his dash, and the charm of his manner was daily creat¬ 
ing new resources for him in the diplomatic world and 
he stood for a year in the position of a Jewish leader 
despised by the leading Jews, but welcomed by the 
powerful in Christendom. 

At the Great Assembly Hall, London, in the fall of 
1898, Herzl made the enigmatic statement: “The East 
is ours.” It was still the period of bitter strife and the 
meeting with its thousands, and the picturesque pres¬ 
ence of Father Ignatius could not down this opposi¬ 
tion. Therefore, every possible interpretation was put 
on the words. It was generally accepted that Herzl 
meant that he was master of the East End masses, as 
indeed he was. but the expression was really of con¬ 
fidence in his power to achieve. 
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Only that day he had received an official cable from 
Under Der Linden , arranging an interview which was 
to be preliminary to the one he and other Zionists 
were to have with the Emperor in Jerusalem. He had 
labored hard through the Grand Duke oi Baden to obtain 
this result, and with a message in his hand he felt he 
could speak with confidence in the future.- 

An amusing incident of that week was a conference 
between Herzl and the only Jewish banker of promi¬ 
nence who was, in some measure, in sympathy with 
the cause. The banker discussed diplomacy while 
Herzl wanted to talk finance with him. Herzl met the 
demand for explanations as to how he would meet dip¬ 
lomatic problems by saying that he would negotiate 
with certain Governments. The banker became timid. 
He could not see how Herzl could undertake negotia¬ 
tions with the Chancellories of Europe. Whereto 
Herzl replied, “I am not afraid of the Chancellors. We 
are Jews and they are only diplomats.” 

A new Herzl presented himself in 1899. He had 
achieved his first big public diplomatic victory, but 
instead of making for peace it had added to the bitter¬ 
ness. With four Zionists he had met the German Em¬ 
peror, the new power in Near Eastern politics, with 
his Chancellor von Beulow in official regalia, in Jeru¬ 
salem, and presented a petition to him. The Emperor 
even stopped the calvacade on the road from Jaffa to 
Jerusalem to single out Herzl from the crowd, and, 
bending over his horse, he talked to him for a few 
minutes. 

The incident set every tongue wagging in Palestine. 
He looked at the Western Wall and through tears smiled 
at the vision of the New World he would call into life 
around this relic of ancient Jewish struggle. 

He had pledged his colleagues to secrecy under the 
shadow of the Arch of Titus, in Rome, but despite 
these dramatic and remarkable things, anti-Zionist 
sentiment was so bitter that it was all denied until the 
official record of the Emperor’s tour proved the truth 
of Herzl's assertion. Moreover, because of this doubt 
and hesitation he had to turn back to his own “Jewish 
State” and proceed to organize the Jewish Colonial 
Trust. 

He knew more of the Jewish masses now, and he 
had come to feel himself in closer personal relations 
with them, but he had to come to doubt their ability 
to sacrifice. And he was giving all his time and all his 
money. He had wrecked his home life; an adoring 
wife had become a jealous discontended person, re¬ 
pelled rather than allured by the People with whom 
her husband was mingling. He was no longer like 
the photo he had given me in 1897 as a memento of 
the commencement of our labors. 

London, howeVer, w r as always a tonic for him. He 
admired England, moreover, he could always rely 
there on the devotion of a small group that alw’ays 
stood at his command, that followed him unhesitat¬ 
ingly and when possible anticipated his wishes. He 
found that whatever was lacking in Jewry he could 
find consolation in the fact that the British Govern¬ 
ment was taking him and the movement seriously. 

A Zionist convention afforded him the opportunity 
to deliver an address that answered all his critics with 
his famous analogy: “I am going to the town, my 
friends.” A courteous reply that became briefer and 
briefer and, until in despair at the unceasing question¬ 
ing, it became bitter imprecation. This address was 
delivered in English. But when he had finished he 
was asked by the enthusiastic audience to go on, and 


he delivered in German what I believe was the most 
spiritual address of his whole career. He showed how 
every pursuit of the ideal was merely a quest after the 
unattainable, for at every conquest the ideal expanded, 
thus demanding further struggle to achieve it and this 
would be his fate and the fate of the Jews when they 
lived in Zion. 

Whenever, however, I visited him in Vienna in the 
Winter of that year, I saw how the launching of the 
culture idea in the third Congress was affecting his 
work. Until that time Herzl had been striving along 
four conjoint lines—land, people, money and diplom¬ 
acy. Culture even at that early stage had provided a 
sort of strangling cloth. The Actions Comite was now 
a Jewish cabinet without the means of supplying the 
organized bureaus to simplify its work. I sat for 
seven hours at one session, and in all that time only 
one port-folio had been emptied of its contents and the 
requests, demands, ideas, suggestions, etc., it contained 
dealt with. 

But Herzl was developing. At the first Congress, 
on our way to the Synagogue, he told me he had not 
heard "Lecho Dodi” in twenty years, and he had to re¬ 
hearse the blessings recited at the reading of the Law. 
Now I found he had been attending a Seder service, 
and in his library, perched over the book shelves, was 
a Menorah with the traces of melted wax upon it. 
Pointing to it, he told me how he had lighted it the 
previous evening and explained to his son and daugh¬ 
ter what it meant to him and what it should mean to 
them. Had I played the part of Boswell to Herzl I 
might have noted down a remarkable interpretation of 
Hanukah and the Menorah as he saw and idealized it. 
But I was all for life and cared not for material for 
memoirs. 

Following the launching of the Jewish Colonial 
Trust it became necessary to call the fourth Congress 
in London. I have already related one incident of that 
congress, and there were a hundred. A most import¬ 
ant one was the meeting between Herzl and the offi¬ 
cials of the British Foreign Office, following as it did 
his reception, arranged by the late Baroness von Sutt- 
ner, by the French diplomats at the first Peace Con¬ 
gress at The Hague. Herzl could speak with more 
power. Governments were recognizing his personal¬ 
ity. The Turkish Ambassador sat through the ses¬ 
sions, and in all respects the movement was lifted on a 
higher plane of political effort by this congress. 

Memory, however, calls to mind an odd incident. 
On the Sunday after the congress a steam launch party 
was arranged, and Herzl, Wolfsohn, and about a dozen 
of the English Zionists took a trip up the Thames. As 
we approached Windsor Castle over which the Royal 
Standard was floating, Herzl suggested we greet the 
emblem of English power, by singing Hatikvah. As the 
launch floated down we rose reverently and sang the 
first verse of the national Jewish hymn. In the fast 
growing twilight, amid one of the prettiest scenes of 
the English countryside, the song as lead by the Zion¬ 
ist leader had perhaps the most exquisite setting ever 
offered it. 

That, if I mistake not, was the last peaceful moment 
of his life. A friend of mine observing Herzl’s pres¬ 
ence at a mass meeting turned and said: “He looks 
like the brilliant leader of another Balaclava.” He 
gathered all his power, used all his energy for accom¬ 
plishment. The more he heard of culture and all the 
other issues, the more he was pressed to bring about 
accomplishment. His letters became more terse, and his 
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demands more imperious. The word “impossible” was 
out of his dictionary, and he was most fortunate in 
his efforts. Prof. Leon Kellner, criticising this period, 
remarked: “When I meet Herzl in the street, and he 
is going to the left, and I intend going to the right, 
I immediately change my course and join him, for he 
is always successful. 

From Constantinople Herzl came in a blaze of 
triumph in May, 1901. He had been publicly received 
by the Sultan, and the Sultan had been impressed by 
the fact that he was dealing with no ordinary person¬ 
ality. Herzl was calm and perplexed, a paradox, but 
characteristic of the man. Calm because he had even 
grown in confidence; perplexed because of the imme¬ 
diate problem ahead. 

He began to look towards the United States as the 
solution of the financial problem, and in his own im¬ 
perious manner directed me to obtain an itinerary 
from Cook's, showing what it would cost me to spend 
three months in the United States, rousing the Amer¬ 
ican Zionists to the financial demand ahead. 

He was facing the vicious circle that remained with 
him to the end; “Give me the charter and I will raise 
the money; give me the money and I will obtain the 
charter.” Much midnight oil was burned over doing 
one or the other, but the Jewish people did not under¬ 
stand, and the only possibility ahead was to procras¬ 
tinate, and engineer such moves as would keep the 
Sultan in good humor and prove to the Turks that we 
were their friends. 

Circumstances enabled such things to be done. One 
of these came to the attention of Joseph Chamberlain, 
then British Minister for the Colonies, and afterwards 
produced the offer of East Africa. Discussing these 
problems on the porch of the Hotel Cecil, Wolfsohn 
turned to me and observed : “I wish we already saw 
Herzl dead in Jerusalem.” Herzl caught some part of 
the remark, and demanded that it should be repeated. 
The point was clear to him, and he enjoyed it, for by 
this time there was no doubt in his mind that the suc¬ 
cess of his work would mean his death at the hand of 
some fanatic. 

The next time he came back from the Yildiz Kiosk, 
the problem had become still more serious. Money, 
money, money. He felt the charter in his grasp, and 
could not take hold of it. He was nervous, excited, 
strained to the uttermost. Andrew Carnegie, Lady 
Burdett Coutts, millionaire non-Jewish philanthropists 
were thought of as possible financial saviors. But the 
idea was unthinkable. And the Jewish millionaire— 
the one we at last turned to, in despair—hastily left 
the city. 

One of the few important commissions I performed 
for him was the task of interviewing that same million¬ 
aire, and offering him whatever he chose to take, pro¬ 
vided he aided our plan. Somewhere in Herzl’s files 
there must be the collection of letters in which I told 
the detailed stories of those interviews. They would 
make a rare chapter in Jewish history, and the answer 
was a brief one: “We cannot nermit failure, we must 
have patience. Go to America, spend three years 
there, and come back with the harvest.” 

The Herzl of the Congress of 1903, the last over 
which he presided, was another man. He had grown 
older. There were grev hair in his beard, his face 
had become lined, and his health was poor. Dr. Mam- 
orek gave him medical treatment between the sessions. 
Herzl was strained, ill at ease, nervous. The mes¬ 
sages T had received from him before leaving the 
United States enabled me to anticipate what was in 


the wind. He had received the so-called Uganda offer 
from the British Government, he had been to Russia 
and had seen von Plehve, and come away with the 
famous offer of the Russian Government to meet the 
expenses of an exodus from Russia. 

In our first private talk Herzl outlined his policy. 
Kishineff had shaken him to the marrow, he felt re¬ 
sponsible for the Jewish people. He could not lead 
with words, but with acts. For two years he had 
negotiated to be received by the Czar, but even im¬ 
perial promises are not always kept. He went to Rus¬ 
sia in a storm of emotions. His passports were only 
obtained under pressure on a Sunday afternoon when 
the Foreign Office of Vienna was locked tight as a 
drum. He had telegraphed to the leading Russian 
Zionists to meet and aid him, and most of them had 
avoided the engagement. 

The mass of the Jews had, however, turned out to 
greet him as a savior, with the result that the Russian 
officials fearing his influence on the people surrounded 
him with soldiers. He had found it difficult to remain 
suave in the presence of von Plehve whom he de¬ 
scribed to me as a butcher. Even as he repeated to 
me the story of the interviews the veins on his fore¬ 
head swelled in anger. He was, however, more sus¬ 
picious of another statesman and he felt that further 
butchery would follow, as it did in 1905. 

“This,” he kept repeating, “must be the congress of 
positive achievement, who is loyal will stand firm.” 
The action of the Russian leaders had made him 
doubtful of their loyalty. He recalled again their 
theory spinning at the first congress, and demanded 
that we live up to Alexander Marmorek’s slogan, 
"Schimpfen darf man, aber loyal muss man sein.” (You 
may criticise your head off, but stick.) 

It was in this spirit that he faced the Greater Ac¬ 
tions Comite. The British offer bewildered the 
members. The von Plehve document came like a 
bomb. They wanted it suppressed. “I am not at all 
interested in the idea that a hundred years hence some 
journalist will discover this document in our archives,” 
was Herzl’s response, and he forced its publication on 
the committee. 

Never was leadership more brilliant. El Arisch, 
von Plehve. East Africa, and a personal contest with 
Trietsch. Every moment was an incident, every hour 
a chapter in life, and through it all Herzl loomed 
bigger and bigger, a very giant in strength and pur¬ 
pose. What he could not explain was that there was 
a political route, as well as a geographical road to 
Zion. Or saying it, could not so explain it that all 
these delegates could become statesmen, and play the 
great game as a Metternich would have played it. But 
what he did was to hold the congress intact. 

He could not point to the fact that Russia and Tur¬ 
key were represented by spies at this congress, that 
governments had closed the wires to private de¬ 
spatches in order to get the stirring news to their sev¬ 
eral capitals. All he could do was to trust those who 
understood his natural sincerity, and who \\-Q r e will¬ 
ing to risk their lives, if need be, as an expression of 
their confidence that he would win in the greatest 
international game that was ever played by a Jewish 
leader of the masses. • 

At that he held two-thirds of the congress and 
calmly watched one hundred and fifty delegates bolt 
after the vote on the East African commission. 

But it was quite another man who forced his way 
into the conference of the malcontents a few hours 
after. They had locked the doors against him. but he 
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thundered his demand for admission. He entered the 
scene of desolation. Delegates were weeping, others 
sitting in mourning, and others hurling imprecations 
at him. I write from my notes of the scene: 

“He neither cowed, nor threatened, nor pleaded. 
The leader unbosomed himself. He told the story of 
his Zionistic life. How he had thought of the needs 
of his children, and determined, for their sake, to re¬ 
cast the life of Jewry, since he could not separate the 
lives of his children from that of all the Jews. 

“He told then of that forcing of his individuality 
upon the current world by which the current of Jew¬ 
ish life had been changed. He did not ask them to re¬ 
turn to the congress. But he told them that he would 
go on with his work with those who remained loyal. 
If he were deserted he would still go on, if only six 
remained firm he would continue his task, if he stood 
alone he would still remain loyal to the cause. 

“He drew a picture of what he had seen in Russia, 
and asked whether he had the right to answer Kish- 
ineff with words and phrases. He spoke only of him¬ 
self, and his children, closing with these words: ‘I 
have impressed my personality on the world for the 
sake of my own people and kin, go you and do like¬ 
wise, in any manner that seems good and right to 
you.’ ” 

It was 2 A. M. He had entered at bay, he came out 
in triumph, the bolters decided to come back. 

The end of that congress, owing to the Sabbath 
eve, came quite suddenly. In the gloaming Herzl 
arose for the last time. • Across the bitterness and 
battle of that congress, with his unfailing sense of the 
dramatic, he sent a brilliant ray of light. He painted 
a brief picture of the future and then, with wonderful 
grace and gesture, repeated the old oath in Hebrew: 
“If I forget thee, or Jerusalem, let my right hand for¬ 


get its cunning.’’ It was his final public pledge of 
loyalty, that he would reach Zion through East 
Africa. 

The next forty-eight hours were the last I saw of 
Herzl. He was again serene. News had come to him 
that his diplomacy, the only coin he had to barter, was 
winning. Early on the Sunday following the congress 
sessions, he entered my bedroom and demanded the 
date of the next Passover. After I gave it to him he 
asked me to ascertain as quietly as possible whether 
the Casino, in which the congress was held, would be 
available for that purpose prior to Passover. With 
the East African offer accepted by congress he felt 
that he would have Zion in his control before Pass- 
over, and it would be in keeping with Jewish history 
that the Geulah should be announced on the festival of 
the Exodus. 

So he dreamed that day to me, as we worked stead¬ 
ily through a session of the Greater Actions Comite. 
At nightfall I walked the length of the platform with 
him, and saw him to his compartment. As we stopped 
at the car entrance he suddenly turned, embraced me 
and kissed me. And as he held me so he whispered: 
“Remember, next Passover we meet in Basle.” 

* * * 

I have told neither the history of Zionism, nor the 
life-story of Herzl as I know it, but I have set down 
that which perhaps makes the Herzl I knew in all 
his moods clear to you. Maurice Duparc, of the Lon¬ 
don “Jewish Chronicle,” said of him: “He looks as 
kings should look, but never do.” 

I still flush at the memory of that last embrace, and 
he stands before me the graceful, athletic figure, 
slightly bowed by the pressure of his burdens, the 
lambent eyes full of far-off visions, his whole frame 
strong with purpose, and on his lips the appointment 
that meant confidence and conquest. 


Two Thrones 

( To the Memory of Dr. Theodor Herzl ) 

BY P. M. RASKIN. 


“Is is true, O dearest mother, 

What in Cheder I was told: 

That there are two thrones in Heaven, 
One of tears and one of gold. 


“But the throne of tears is vacant, 
For, alas, it lacks a screw . . . 
Darling-mother, what a pity! 
Prithee, tell me, is it true?” 


“That the throne of gold by Gentiles 
Given was for God to use, 

And the throne of tears—unused yet— 
Is the humble gift of Jews. 

“But one day, when great Jehovah 
Will our throne ascend in might, 

All our tears will turn to diamonds 
And will shed a wondrous light. 

“Then Messiah, long-awaited, 

Will forsake the gates of Rome, 

And will lead his exiled People 
Back to its ancestral home. 


“True,, my child, the mother answered, 
What you were in Cheder told, 

But that screw must be, O darling, 

Nor of tears, nor yet of gold. 

“Love and Courage are its metals, 

And its foundry is a heart, 

But, alas, we find no smithy 
Where to forge the missing part. 

“Thus our gift of tears is useless, 

And throughout the endless years, 
We are adding, ever adding 

Burning, true, but hopeless tears . . .” 


Long the boy stood.deeply musing. 
While he muttered: Is it true? 

Then exclaimed, his eyes enkindled— 
“ Mother , 1 will forge the screw!” 
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The Hungry Ghost 

BY JACOB RICHMAN 


OISHE, the butcher, was yet in the 
prime of life and health. Having at 
his disposal enormous quantities of 
such nutritious food as meat he was 
probably the best-fed man in Pohost. 
One glance at his plump red cheeks 
and robust vigorous constitution, in 
contradistinction to the sallow, cadaverous looking 
town-folk, sufficed to corroborate this supposition. 

Moishe was generally acknowledged as a man pos¬ 
sessed of an enterprising, resourceful mind with 
dreams of colossal commercial conquests in his heart. 
Not content with his being the only “Kosher” butcher 
in town, he extended his trade to strange territory, 
supplying meat to all neighboring farmers and vil¬ 
lagers. 

The chief factor in his success, however, was at¬ 
tributed by close observers to his happy family life, 
which gives one courage and energy in all of one’s 
undertakings. For he was the husband of a good 
loyal wife and the father of three pretty little children, 
whom he ardently loved and admired. 

People of such character and condition, you know, 
don’t think of death and do not expect it too soon. 
That he should awake one bright morning, in the midst 
of his plans and aspirations, to find himself dead, hun¬ 
gry, and forsaken—the most wretched execrated crea¬ 
ture in God’s wide universe—was something which 
seemed to him incredible, incomprehensible, and yet, 
as he realized in the course of time, was a tangible, 
visible, and undeniable cruel matter of fact. 

It sounds strange, paradoxical, or at best, like a fairy 
tale. How can one be dead and hungry at the same 
time? But things which could never transpire in 
eventless New York, America, were not very extra¬ 
ordinary occurrences in Pohost, Russia. 

It w r as in those days when people—rich people espe¬ 
cially—were too fond of life to take death seriously. 
Securing sepulchres while alive was not in vogue. 
The “Chevra Kedishah” that had jurisdiction over 
the burial-ground, charged for burial plots according to 
the financial standing of the demised or of his rela¬ 
tives. The prices they exacted from wealthy misers, 
who were unfortunate enough to die, were most ruth¬ 
less. The heirs simply groaned under the heavy tax 
levied on them. 

Among the butcher’s out-of-town customers was an 
exceedingly rich niggard, whose name was Nachman 
Kamtzon. He was never known to have welcomed 
a stranger or offered a poor, wandering beggar some¬ 
thing to eat. In the course of the five years that 
Moishe had been dealing with him Nachman never in¬ 
vited him to a glass of “schnapps” or wine, as was the 
custom of all his other patrons. 

Nachman had a wife and an only son, whom he had 
trained and educated to follow his greedy and avari¬ 
cious ways. 

“On three things does the world exist,” was the 
favorite maxim father and son used to repeat at every 
occasion, “on money, money, and money.” And they 
did hoard money, giving nothing to the people in re¬ 
turn. 

All institutions and societies, charitable as well as 
educational, abandoned all hopes of ever inducing this 
hard-hearted tightwad to donate aught for any cause, 
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with the exception of one powerful society, whose 
services Nachman would sooner or later require. This 
was the “Sacred Association,” who nourished vindic¬ 
tive thoughts of a sweeping retaliation when the day 
of retribution would come. 

“Nachman Kamtzon is also but a mortal,” members 
of that society used to say consolingly, “and when the 
time arrives he will pay in full and plenty.” 

And his time did arrive. He was stricken one day 
with apoplexy and instantly died. 

Mother and son were much worried over the exorbi¬ 
tant sum that would in all probabilities be exacted 
from them for disposing of their dead, and holding 
counsel together, they hit upon a scheme, which they 
immediately proceeded to carry out. 

They removed the corpse to an innermost room, the 
door of which they securely locked, so as not to let 
anybody know that a death had occurred, and awaited 
the arrival of Moishe, who usually came on that day 
to leave them their portion of meat. 

Moishe that day was greeted with a most cordial 
“Sholom Aleichem,” at which he was rather surprised. 

“You are certainly tired,” said the successor of 
Nachman Kamtzon in a compassionate and tender 
tone, when the butcher turned to leave. “Take a little 
rest.” 

“But, my horse,” argued Moishe, “somebody may 
steal it.” 

“O, never mind,” assured the miser’s heir, “I’ll take 
him into the stable and give him plenty of oats and 
bran.” 

Moishe was astonished at the sudden change of that 
rigid, proud boy into such an amiable, hospitable good 
fellow. He accepted his kind invitation, however, and 
remained in the house. 

The mother served wine and brandy, to which the 
guest helped himself considerably, so that he became 
intoxicated and fell into a deep, deathlike sleep. 

Then the thrifty and ingenious administrators of 
Nachman’s estate put Moishe’s garments on Nachman, 
while the shrouds of the latter they put on the former. 

When this work was ended it was already dusk, which 
time was very appropriate for the execution of their 
plan. They put the two bodies on the wagon and 
drove to the cemetery of the Pohost community. 

It was a dark, cold autumn night. The wind blew 
fiercely and ominously through the vast forest, which 
they passed on their way to the burial-place. It tore 
down branches and uprooted trees. The voice of the 
whippoorwill sounded more portentous and querulous 
than ever. Innumerable spectres and phantoms 
appeared on the road which almost frightened their 
souls out of them, and at which the horse stopped 
and reared. Indeed, it was the most trying and dar¬ 
ing adventure mother or son ever dreamt of having 
to experience. But so intense was their terror of be¬ 
ing exploited and tortured by the heartless and san¬ 
guinary “Sacred Association,” which hankered for an 
opportunity to avenge itself on the Nachman family, that 
they preferred to undergo this gruesome experience than 
fall a prey to their avowed foes, and with grim deter¬ 
mination they proceeded on their lonely and dismal 
journey. 

Arriving on the burial-ground they carried Moishe 
into a vault and shut the door. Then they drove the 
wagon with Nachman in it to the road leading to Po- 
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host, where the horse started instinctively for his mas¬ 
ter's house. 

That evening, Leah, Moishe’s wife, became exceed¬ 
ingly anxious about her husband's safety. The time 
for his arrival had long passed. She sat up waiting for 
him, her heart filled with dire forebodings. About 
twelve o’clock she heard the beating of hoofs and the 
rattle of a wagon approaching the house. After a 
moment the horse and wagon turned into the yard. 
The cumbersome burden that depressed her spirits 
immediately disappeared. Her dear husband had 
finally come home! But after a reasonable time for un¬ 
harnessing the horse had elapsed and Moishe did not 
appear in the house, Leah grew a little impatient 
and went out to see what had happened. She found 
him stretched out on the wagon, apparently asleep. 

“Get up Moishe,” she commanded rather angrily, 
“eat and go to bed. What place for sleeping is this?” 

When a few good shakes did not bring any response 
she began to suspect that some evil had befallen him, 
and after a couple of neighbors failed to revive him, 
she summoned a physician, who, after a long and care¬ 
ful examination, pronounced him dead. 

As to the identity of the corpse,—well, the clothes 
were unmistakably recognized as Moishe’s, and 
though the face was somewhat dissimilar to that of 
the latter, the difference was ascribed to the change 
effected by death. 

Next morning the inhabitants of Pohost closed up 
their stores and suspended all business transactions. 
There was an outpouring of people, who came to pay 
Moishe his last honors. The rabbi delivered an elo¬ 
quent funeral oration eulogizing the good and gener¬ 
ous Moishe and deploring his premature and tragic 
death. Wife and children bewailed their loss and 
commenced the week’s mourning according to the cus¬ 
tom of their people, sitting barefooted on the floor. 

Now, our true and genuine Moishe slept all night 
very soundly in the tomb-house. When he awoke at 
dawn he was rather surprised to find his clothes so 
light and loose. The absence of quilt and pillow sur¬ 
prised him no less. And where was he all by himself 
anyhow? A little later, when the sun appeared on the 
horizon, forcing a few rays into the gloomy tomb- 
house, and Moishe scrutinized his suit of clothes, he 
shuddered in every fibre of his huge body. He was 
shrouded in white, like a corpse. He looked through 
the little window of the tomb-house, and saw long 
rows of gravestones. Yes, he was a resident of the 
region of death. 

“I must have died,” mused Moishe with unspeak¬ 
able horror, otherwise I wouldn’t be shrouded in white 
and reposing in a graveyard. 

“But, then,” he continued to philosophize, “why am 
I hungry? And why can I move?” 

The last thing he remembered was that he had 
stopped at Nachman’s house; that he had received a 
hearty reception; and that he had been treated to very 
good things. It seemed as though it had occurred but 
yesterday. But when he attempted to remind himself 
of what had happened thereafter his mind was a blank. 
He could not possibly recollect that he had been sick 
or that he had died. 

Being of an inventive turn of mind he hit upon a 
plan of investigation which would prove conclusively 
whether he was dead or alive. 

He would wait till dark, the customary time for 
dead people to walk. Then he’d issue forth from his 
repose, come to town, and have a furtive glance 
through the windows of his house. If his wife ob- 
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served the mourning rites he would certainly be dead. 

So when evening came he started on his life and 
death expedition; and alas, to his great anguish, he 
saw his wife sitting on the ground, without her shoes, 
weeping and sighing incessantly over her irreparable 
loss. 

Yes, he was dead, beyond the shadow of a doubt! 

“But God!” he thought, “how hungry I am! What 
shall 1 do? Where shall I get food?” 

Death is indeed the greatest calamity that mankind 
has to face. Simultaneously with the cessation of life, 
however, all troubles assigned to the lot of living mor¬ 
tals discontinue. To be conscious of o'ne’s own death 
and feel hungry, lonesome, and miserable is recorded 
neither in science nor in history. 

The uppermost question in his mind now was the 
food problem. His wife seemed to be the logical pur¬ 
veyor for supplying his want. He knocked at the 
window very timidly; and to his wife’s query who it 
was, he meekly replied, “I’m Moishe. Don’t fear. 
Just fetch me a morsel of bread and I shall depart.” 

Leah rushed back 'with wild hysterical ‘shrieks, 
which attracted the attention of all adjacent houses. 
The hungry ghost hurried away to his abode without 
having obtained any food. 

The news that Moishe, the butcher, was walking the 
streets of Pohost at night spread with lightning-like 
rapidity. 

The faithful believed and trembled, while the faith¬ 
less mocked and scoffed at the idea of a defunct per¬ 
son wandering about, and pronounced it as the mere 
imagination of disordered brains. 

Meanwhile our famished spirit suffered tremendously. 
He had stayed two days without having a crumb of 
bread or a drop of water in his mouth, and was anx¬ 
iously awaiting the fall of blessed night. The day 
seemed an eternity to him. When night at last came he 
started on his foray. 

A number of wags and bravadoes were assembled 
in the town inn uttering jeers and gibes at the de¬ 
ceased Moishe, when the latter hurried into the inn, 
helter-skelter, like a cyclone. He created a wild panic 
in the crowd, which flew breathlessly to the remotest 
corners of the house. The hobgoblin, taking advan¬ 
tage of the confusion and commotion, snatched a large 
string of doughnuts, which was hanging on the wall, 
and a bottle of whiskey from a shelf, and scampered 
away to his abode in the nether-world. 

This event convinced even the most avowed heretics 
that the rumor about wandering Moishe was a fact to 
be reckoned with, and it struck terror into every heart. 

The presence of dead visitors in Pohost was in 
reality not at all new. It was a well known fact, that 
the ‘‘old shool,” a lofty dilapidated structure, situated 
on a knoll at the end of the “long street,” was haunted 
by departed souls because of the absence of a Mesusah, 
which tile Law does not require to attach to the door¬ 
posts of a “shool.” Many who passed by that antiquated 
edifice late at night heard the invisible beings read from 
the scroll. 

The records of the community relate that a certain 
Reb Ber, a noble citizen and a great Talmudic scholar, 
met his premature death through an experience with 
these departed worshipers: After a strenuous day of 
fatiguing labor he fell asleep at the conclusion of'the 
evening prayer in the “shool,” and was awakened at 
midnight by the stentorian, awe-inspiring voice of the 
“shatnmess” of the uncouth assembly, who called him 
to read a portion from the scroll. As a consequence 
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he was stricken with paralysis from which he did not 
recover. 

In justice to my defunct co-religionists, how¬ 
ever, I must state that they strictly confined their 
activities to the “shool” never venturing to molest 
anybody on the street, (which shows their superiority 
to demons and goblins, whose mischievous and intru¬ 
sive characters I need not describe), and their noc¬ 
turnal convocations were indeed the only thing which 
slightly ruffled the placid life of the good town of 
Pohost. 

But the appearance of a departed soul on private 
premises, snatching edibles, was a phenomenon too 
difficult even for the wisest to comprehend. 

The entire population was terrorized. Nobody felt 
secure even in his own bed. People began to suffer 
from insomnia. Loss of appetite, indigestion and other 
minor ailments resulting from sleeplessness followed. 
It was indispensible to combat this dreadful enemy. 
But the question of finding ways and means to con¬ 
duct this campaign was a puzzling dilemma. You can 
fight the most formidable foe if he is visible. But how 
can you fight something that is unseen? 

Israel’s traditional panacea, that of fasting and 
prayer, was, therefore, assiduously applied. The rabbi 
issued a proclamation summoning his flock to as¬ 
semble in the synagogue, in view of the frightful ca¬ 
lamity that had befallen the town. It was posted on the 
walls of the synagogue, in the butcher store, in the 
grocery store and in all other public places. 

Early the following morning not a soul remained 
home. Rich and poor, young and old, men, women 
and children, in fact, all Pohost streamed to the syna¬ 
gogue. 

It was a grave and solemn gathering. All stood 
silent with bowed heads and throbbing hearts watch¬ 
ing minutely with breathless suspense every move and 
change of expression of the rabbi, who stood in his 
pew and arrayed himself in his Talith and Tephilin 
Every one realized the solemnity of the occasion. 

After a few moments of careful preparation, the 
rabbi ascended the pulpit, and announcing in a quaver¬ 
ing impressive voice the purpose of the convocation, 
declared the day to be a public fast. Thereupon hymns 
were sung, psalms chanted and the entire ordeal of 
" selichoth” gone through. 

After the indoor sendees the congregation was told 
to go to the cemetery. In silent and mournful proces¬ 
sion they marched toward the “pure place,” where a 
committee, consisting of the rabbi and the “seven best 
men of the city,” fell on Moishe’s grave, which, by the 
way, contained the remains of Nachman, and per¬ 
formed the ceremony of asking for his "meckilah.” 

“We, the children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and 
the inhabitants of the holy community of Pohost,” 
commenced the rabbi in a touching voice, “do beseech 
and implore thee, Moishe, the son of Rachel, to forget, 
forgive and atone for all wrongs, harms, or injuries 
that we may have committed against thyself or against 
thy family, so that our wives and little ones may not 
be frightened by thee, and peace and rest be restored 
to the community. We further beg to inform thee that 
thou, Moishe, the son of Rachel, art dead, and dost 
therefore belong to the dead and not to the living— 
Amen.” Then a “Kadish" for Moishe’s soul was re¬ 
cited by the rabbi, the public listening in reverent si¬ 
lence. These ceremonies over, the congregants went 
cheerfuly home, hoping that the past “terrors of the 


night” would never return again, and resumed their 
daily pursuits. 

A few days passed in quiet, for the string of dough¬ 
nuts and bottle of whiskey kept Moishe satisfied. Dis¬ 
believers saw the efficacy of fasting and prayer and 
made up their minds to discard all impious thoughts 
and theories. 

When his victuals were consumed and he began to 
experience the pangs of hunger Moishe decided to 
venture upon another food expedition. This time he 
would go to the rabbi. 

It was early in the evening. The rabbi was having 
a glass of tea with a few members of his congrega¬ 
tion, discussing the Moishe affair, when a rap at the 
door was heard. When it was opened by the servant 
girl a ferocious being, shrouded in white, rushed into 
the house. There were hysterical, wild screams on 
the part of the rabbi's family. The rabbi, displaying 
manly spirit, as befits a leader in Israel, armed him¬ 
self with a Bible in one hand an a ponderous tome 
of the Talmud in the other hand and, reciting the 
“Shcma Yisrocl tremblingly confronted the appari¬ 
tion. But before he could make any advance, the 
gluttonous spirit grabbed a loaf of bread and a bag of 
sugar from the table and beat a hasty retreat. 

The community was again thrown into terror and 
confusion. Neighboring towns severed all business re¬ 
lations with it. Peasants were afraid to bring their 
products on market day to Pohost for fear of being 
attacked by the spirit. The business of the unfortu¬ 
nate community fell off seventy-five per cent. Scores 
of families were on the point of starvation. There 
were rumors of a pogrom on account of it. A black 
despair settled on the minds of the townspeople. 
Everybody became gloomy, melancholy, nervous and 
frightened. The most effective remedies—fasting and 
prayer—had already been exhausted and to no avail. 
What else could be done? 

Women with babes on their arms besieged the 
rabbi’s house and clamored for protection from the 
harrassing spectre. 

But necessity is the mother of discovery as well as 
of invention; and the rabbi discovered a little passage 
in the big Talmud to the effect that “Whoever prays 
and fasts without the determination of abandoning his 
sins is like one who cleanses his body holding an 
obnoxious reptile withal.” Hence it was urgent to 
detect and expose the transgressors and evil-doers of 
the community, on whose account undoubtedly the 
calamity was brought about, and either make them re¬ 
pent, or else banish them. 

A vigorous investigation was consequently insti¬ 
tuted, which even penetrated into the mysteries of 
everyone’s private life. The investigating committee 
proved its superior skill and efficiency by bringing out 
such startling revelations as that of a supposedly pious 
young man smoking a cigarette on the Sabbath day, 
and a married woman having too intimate relations 
with a strange man, besides a number of minor of¬ 
fenses. Then began the process of purging and purify¬ 
ing the sinners from their iniquities. A permanent 
committee with the rabbi at its head was in constant 
session in the synagogue vestries to advise, direct, and 
cleanse all penitent souls. 

For the sake of precaution, however, the community 
was warned to close the stores at sundown and to 
avoid walking on the streets at night. 

All sources for his sustenance being thus cut off 
Moishe was obliged to look for other fields, and he 
thought he would now pay a visit to a Christian friend 
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of his by the name of Petruck, who lived in a neigh¬ 
boring farm house. 

One evening when all of the peasant’s family were 
asleep Moishe appeared at his house and rapped at the 
window. 

“Who the deuce is it?” roared the rustic in a gruff 
and irritated voice at being disturbed from his slumber. 

“I’m Moishe, the butcher,” answered the intruder 
meekly, just give me a piece of bread and I’ll be gone.” 

“Moshka!” gasped Petruck in horror and amaze¬ 
ment, “what are you doing here? Aren’t you dead?” 

“But still, I am hungry,” complained Moishe. "Just 
a morsel of bread. Don’t fear!” 

The generous host suggested that his spiritual guest 
remove some distance from the house, while he, the 
host, would place a loaf of bread outside, for Moishe’s 
use. 

Moishe carried out the farmer’s suggestion. 

“Further, further,” motioned the cautious farmer, 
looking through the window. 

Moishe ran off a little further. When he was at a 
safe distance, Petruck hurriedly opened the door and 
put the bread out. 

The loaf of bread being in his possession Moishe 
reappeared at the window. 

“What again?” exclaimed Petruck in astonishment. 

“Pray,” said Moishe suppliantly, “let me stay in 
your house over night. I’m so cold.” 

“Please,” exclaimed the farmer in a voice mingled 
with fear and rage, “depart from here. Go to your 
brethren, to your Jews. What do you want with me?” 

“But,”—started Moishe. 

“Don’t wake up my wife and children,” admonished 
the sturdy countryman in a threatening bellicose 
manner. 

“But I’m getting frozen,” implored Moishe pite¬ 
ously. 

After a few moments of hard thinking Petruck per¬ 
mitted him to take shelter in the dairy, where Moishe 
instantly entered. But no sooner did he shut the door 
than Petruck locked it on him and made him a prisoner. 


Early in the morning Petruck went on horse-back 
to town and told the rabbi that the dead Moishe was a 
captive in his dairy. He demanded that the Jewish 
community should immediately dispose of their ghost, 
or he, Petruck, would resort to violence. 

The news spread over the town with phenomenal 
swiftness, and all flocked to the synagogue to ascer¬ 
tain the truth. 

The rabbi attired himself in Talith and Tcpliiliii, 
took a Torah in his arms and led his undismayed bat¬ 
talion to the fierce encounter. All felt sure of a final 
victory. The “Sacred Society” was getting ready to 
perform the second inhumation. 

When the brave little army approached the door of 
the bastille, where the apparition was incarcerated, 
it halted. They were to face a mysterious and invis¬ 
ible foe who was the dread and terror of all surround¬ 
ing towns. Who would go first? After much hesitat¬ 
ing and pondering the members of the “Sacred Asso¬ 
ciation” decided that it was high time for them to act 
and show their unflinching courage, for which they 
were so famous. And with a resignation and courage 
which only heroes can command, they unlocked the 
door of the hut, grabbed the mysterious foe by the 
neck, hurled him into the wagon, which was brought 
for this purpose, and proceeded toward the necropolis, 
with the crowd following them, to perform the re¬ 
entombment. 

Moishe fought like a she-bear deprived of her 
whelps. Though dead, he felt an abhorrence to being 
interred, which is very characteristic of the living. 
But being at such overwhelming odds, he soon saw 
the futility of further resistance, and submitted him¬ 
self to the hands of his victorious opponents. And 
after all, perhaps this second interment would make 
an end to all his tortures and ceaseless peregrinations. 

When Moishe’s tomb was about to be opened, a 
young man made a violent rush through the crowd, 
and waving his hands frantically, shouted, “Halt. Do 
not disturb the grave of my father!” 

It was the son of Nachman Kamtzon. 


The Present War and Zionism 


BY DR. B. BELOVE. 
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EITHER with sword nor fire shall 
Zion be redeemed, but through justice 
and righteousness.” This is the un¬ 
derlying principle of Zionism, and 
therefore Zionism is a direct antithesis 
of war. How miserably short of the 
mark, fall the poisoned arrows of the 
anti-Zionists, when they compare Zionistic national¬ 
ism with the blood-stained nationalism of Europe! It 
is as if some one would condemn family life, because 
of witnessing a brutal beating of a Russian peasant’s 
wife by her primitive spouse. Zionism is a protest 
against w'ar, and has all to lose by war, and has all to 
gain by peace. It is in fact, the source of the founda¬ 
tion of peace, that will some day overflow the world, 
and Isaiah’s prophesy that “nations will beat their 
swords into plough shares, and spears into pruning 
forks and that nations shall not lift up sword against 
nations, either shall they learn war” will emanate from 
Zion. 

The Zionistic spirit is destined to save the W'orld. 
“Do not kill'’ was the creation of the Jewish nation 
in Zion, and the last word will come from the same 


source. The war has been to the Zionists like a ty¬ 
phoon to a peaceful sea-coast village; but the storm 
will be over, and the peaceful fishermen will resume 
their work. A people that wafted and prayed for Zion 
several thousands of years, does not get discouraged 
easily. Right and its synonym, Zion, will triumph in 
the end! 

If Turkey is still possessor of Palestine, after the 
war, we already know what to expect. A sort of home 
rule with free development of nationality has been 
practically granted the Zionistic colonies. Hebrew 
post office, Hebrew religion and Hebrew public schools 1 
Nowhere in the world has there been given such com¬ 
plete freedom on religious, national and cultural lines, 
as in Turkey. In case Palestine is to go to the Allies— 
England and France have more than hinted that an 
autonomous Jewish state will be the best political ar¬ 
rangement in the Near East. Zionism is paving the wav 
and not even war can destroy it. As long as the Jewish 
masses are singing “Hope is not lost,” there is hope for 
Israel in Zion, and with it, hope for suffering humanity! 
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The Hadassah School of Zionism* 


BY JESSIE E. SAMPTER. 


HE School of Zionism has weathered 
another year. In some respects this 
is our first year; we have launched on 
new ventures. Of our Experimental 
School it is the second year. But the 
Zionist School idea is much older than 
that, and the Hadassah School may be 
said to have begun its life three years ago with a group 
of six young girls, some of whom are now its chief 
workers and leaders. 

This year vve have felt our way in many directions, 
and wherever we have groped, we have found a wide 
path open to us, if only we had the strength and light 
wherewith to travel it. We are needed. 

Knowledge is the only safe foundation for ideals, 
and everywhere there is a demand for knowledge and 
methods of imparting knowledge. Many Zionists 
wince before an illogical antagonism which, however, 
they have not the logic to answer. Many of our 
groups, organized for some piece of practical Zionist 
work, are in danger of falling apart for lack of a 
common intellectual interest. This is especially true 
of the young, the graduating groups of Young Judaea, 
who are no longer satisfied with their former childish 
activities, but can find no firm basis of thought for an 
ideal fellowship. All these groups are clamoring for 
leadership, and often the leaders themselves are vainly 
searching for it. American Zionism needs an Ahad 
Ha-am. No, every group ought to have its Ahad-Ha-am. 

In our public school systems we train teachers—with 
what success each one of us may judge—but we also 
create a method and material, above all, books. More 
and more we come to realize that the material itself 
must do most of the teaching. This is because teach¬ 
ers, like poets and prophets, are born, not made, and 
the teacher who does not need guidance is almost a 
miracle. Therefore a School of Zionism must offer ma¬ 
terial and a method if it is justly to bear that name. 
The organization of groups is only secondary, and 
where groups are already organized and waiting for 
guidance, it may be unnecessary, unwise, and even 
impossible to organize another Zionist group for pur¬ 
poses of study. 

The correspondence school is not an original ven¬ 
ture, and correspondence schools as such have not 
enjoyed a high reputation for efficiency. Nevertheless, 
we undertook to act as correspondents, to groups 
rather than to individuals. The response has 
been such as to prove that in principle we are right, 
and that we have discovered an actual need. We have 
had to adjust ourselves to a variety of demands. We 
are in no haste to grow, because we must learn as we 
teach. And yet, with a limited propaganda, the 
School has grown, during less than a year, from its 
small experimental group in New York City, to one 
hundred and fifty students in all parts of the country. 

The Experimental School of the New York Chapter 
has carried thirty students through this second term, 
thirteen of whom entered the School in the first year. 
This shows how large a falling-off is to be expected, 
since there were twenty-eight students last year. 

*This report was read at the sub-convention of Hadassah 
at Philadelphia. We are here publishing the entire report 
because of the interesting and suggestive ideas to which it 
gives expression. 
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The falling off, however, is not wholly to be re¬ 
gretted, as such an intensive course of study must 
prove a weeding process. It is hoped that even those 
who dropped out gained something. And there was a 
striking change for the better in the quality of the 
second year’s students. The majority of them were 
college students or teachers, and the intellectual grade 
was very high. 

In accordance with the principle that the School 
must develop its own workers, and also in order to 
free the director for the national work, the manage¬ 
ment of this School group was in the hands of a stu¬ 
dent from the previous year. The success of this 
year's work in the group is due entirely to her efficient 
management and the co-operation of the other stu¬ 
dents. 

The Course in Zionism, which was evolved last year 
and which has been crystalized in the text-book, was 
repeated this year. The Director gave the first third 
of the Course, and the remainder was given by other 
Zionists. These speakers were invited and the unity 
of the course was maintained by the School manager, 
who also took charge of distribution of literature and 
assignments of Zionist work. On two occasions, when 
speakers disappointed, the class by its own initiative 
filled the gap with interesting and instructive material, 
continuing with the Course from the book itself. No 
session was lost. The book itself was the basis of the 
work, and the whole ground was covered in thirty 
sessions. 

In Jewish history, efficient teaching by an expert 
teacher who is also a good Zionist, carried the class 
from earliest times to the modern Jewish movements 
in twenty-seven sessions. The latter part of the course 
had to be somewhat crowded, but it was decided that 
it would be better to finish the work in one year and 
let those who desired do more intensive study later. 
The students took notes, and the class work was sup¬ 
plemented by reading. No text book was used, and 
in this case the class was dependent entirely upon the 
teacher. So far, the School has not yet developed its 
own Course in Jewish History. 

Besides these two evening classes open to beginners, 
there were somewhat informal meetings on Saturday 
afternoons of twelve of the advanced students with the 
director of the School. These meetings were devoted 
to Bible interpretation. Based on a reading of the first 
chapters of Genesis, they resolved themselves into dis¬ 
cussions of the place of the Bible in Jewish life, insti¬ 
tutions and national ideals. After the meeting the 
members sang Hebrew melodies. 

During the first half of the term, that is, until Feb¬ 
ruary, a public speaking class was held from five to six 
o’clock on Saturdays. There were six students. The 
teacher was forced to discontinue the class, and as 
three of the students also had to leave, the others dis¬ 
banded. Although the class had been of great value 
to all who participated in it, yet the conviction had 
grown that the School ought to develop a course in 
propaganda, organization and public speaking which 
could be offered to other groups and which would have 
the same definite character as the Course in Zionism. 
Such a class is therefore to be formed in the fall, one 
of whose meetings each month is to be an open propa¬ 
ganda meeting organized by one and led by another of 
the advanced students. Although the director will in- 
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ent general rule—the result of necessity—that our cor¬ 
respondence course is to be confined to Zionism. We 
have so far evolved our material only for this one 
course, but we hope presently to develop all related 
subjects in the same way. 

The Kadimah Circle in Bath Beach, Brooklyn, a club 
of old standing and achievement, has affiliated with 
the School. In this group there are twelve young 
women and three young men. The group has had a 
most successful year of work. The members are all 
active Zionists. 

Perhaps it is for such groups of workers that the 
Course has most value, since it gives the form and 
content necessary for leadership. In Newark, N. J., 
a group of young people, most of them active in Young 
Judaea work, affiliated with the School at the begin¬ 
ning of April. There is a group of three young women 
and seventeen young men, who have been meeting for 
some years, and have now undertaken the School work 
as one of their activities. 

In Pittsburgh, Pa., one of our correspondence stu¬ 
dents has organized a group of six young women, with 
the hope of adding others, who are to meet weekly at 
her home, throughout the summer. No Hadassah 
Chapter exists in this city. Experience in other cities 
leads us to hope that this little group of students of 
Zionism may be more effective for Hadassah propa¬ 
ganda than the direct and momentary appeal of no 
matter how effective an organizer. 

Primarily the School was intended for Hadassah’s 
own Chapters, but so far only a few Chapters besides 
the New York Chapter have successfully organized 
groups and affiliated them with the School, and one 
of these Chapters was the effect and not the cause of 
the School group. 

The New Rochelle Chapter was organized only re¬ 
cently, as the result of the efforts of seven women 
whose training in Zionism began two years ago. As 
early as the organization of the New York Experi¬ 
mental School, the director formed this small group in 
New Rochelle, all but one of whom were new Zionists, 
unfamiliar not only with Zionism but with Jewish 
life. The fire that was constantly tended became a 
perpetual lamp, and their enthusiasm expressed itself 
in the formation of a small but efficient Chapter. This 
in a community of about five hundred Jewish families, 
where there is no other Zionist society, and where the 
opposition to Zionism is varied only by a more deadly 
indifference! 


augurate and plan the work, the class is to be man¬ 
aged and run by the students themselves. At a pre¬ 
liminary meeting this spring subjects for special study 
were assigned to a number of the students. 

The Experimental School next year will probably 
consist only of the classes in Zionism and Jewish his¬ 
tory and of this propaganda class. If a group concen¬ 
trates on the fundamental subjects, the students will 
find or make opportunities for themselves to take up 
other studies. If these are offered by the school, they 
interfere with the essentials. This has been our ex¬ 
perience, especially with the attempt to organize a 
singing class. A chorus should be one of the general 
activities of the Zionist Organization or Hadassah 
Chapter. It does not belong in the School. 

All the students have volunteered in general Zionist 
work, shekel collections, Flower Day, meetings and 
sales, and several of the advanced students are active 
in committee work and junior club leading. Two of 
the students have become members of the New York 
Chapter of Hadassah Board of Directors, and several 
others are working on its committees. Two are lead¬ 
ing other groups of the School in New York City; and 
all the organization and executive work of the School 
itself, both in New York and throughout the country, 
has been done by students working with the Director. 

Another class, which was distinct from the Experi¬ 
mental School both in membership and method, was 
composed of eight Hadassah members of old standing, 
chiefly Board members, who met with the Director on 
a week-day morning and discussed the Course in Zion¬ 
ism from the pedagogic point of view. Their purpose 
was to understand or to be prepared to enter into the 
School work as teachers. Three of them substituted 
on occasion in the class in Zionism of the Hunter Col¬ 
lege Mcnorah Society, one of them was the leader of 
an adolescent girls’ club and through the Course solved 
certain of her difficulties, and a fifth taught a Zionist 
Training Group for Young Judaea. 

Of the nine other groups which are affiliated with 
the School by correspondence only, three are in New 
York City. These three are long established clubs of 
young women who adopted the Course in Zionism as a 
club program. The first to undertake this work was 
the B’noth Zion Kadimah, under the efficient leader¬ 
ship of one of the first students of the Hadassah 
School, a girl no older than themselves. Speakers 
were invited to give some of the lessons. 

The Independent Altneuland Girls, a club that has 
an unusually fine record, also took up the work of the 
School, under its own leader, and invited speakers for 
some of the subjects. 

The B’noth Jerusalem, a club of young women af¬ 
filiated with the Mizrachi organization, expressed a de¬ 
sire to take up the School work. They had done much 
practical Zionist work, but had few cultural opportuni¬ 
ties, and spent their whole meetings in the discussion 
of business. Of the forty members, twelve have af¬ 
filiated with the School, under the capable leadership 
of a Hadassah member who, however, is not giving 
them the Course in Zionism, but a course in Jewish 
History, beginning with the Bible. All members share 
in the discussions, but only the affiliated members re¬ 
ceive literature. Thus their practical work is receiv¬ 
ing its spiritual content, and also a strong bond is be¬ 
ing created with Hadassah. Indeed, all these three 
groups, who have become Chapter auxiliaries of Ha¬ 
dassah, are through the School being bound to Hadas¬ 
sah by a deep unity of purpose and thought. 

This latter group has been an exception to our pres¬ 


The Worcester Chapter has also organized a group 
of twelve women, under the leadership of one of the 
Hadassah members. The leader and organizer had 
first joined us as a correspondence student. 

The Youngstown Chapter has recently affiliated a 
group of four women. The leader also began to work 
with us as a correspondence student. Unfortunately, 
through unforeseen circumstances, this group has not 
been able to begin its regular meetings. 

The demand for a correspondence course for indi¬ 
viduals was felt by us during our first year. We de¬ 
cided therefore to meet whatever demand there might 
be, especially as those individuals interested in this 
way might become the nuclei of new groups. The 
group is the unit in Zionism. No Zionist can be effec¬ 
tive until he joins a group. But the individual might 
be the means of reaching a group. Our hope has been 
justified. Of our nineteen correspondence students, 
three have already organized groups,- as indicated pre¬ 
viously. We cannot afford to encourage correspon¬ 
dence students, and ought to make each one feel a 
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very definite obligation towards us—more so than in 
the case of groups, where the obligation is to the leader 
—for each correspondence student requires as much 
time, trouble and expense as a whole group. Many of 
these correspondence students have not fulfilled their 
obligations. In fact, some seem to hold the opinion 
that the School is simply a cheap way of acquiring 
Zionist literature. They have never responded since 
sending their dues and application. On the other hand, 
some of the individuals have proved of inestimable 
value. One of them is translating “Das Lebcn Theodor 
Herds” from the German. Others are active workers 
who cannot help using whatever they gain. 

The Menorah Society of Hunter College formed a 
class for the study of Zionism, which used the Course 
in Zionism as its subject matter. Four of the young 
women affiliated as individuals with the Hadassah 
School, and received the literature, and will no doubt 
continue their connection with the School in the fu¬ 
ture. The Course was easily adapted to this purpose 
of teaching not a class of Zionists but of girls inter¬ 
ested to learn something of Zionism. 

Our aim is no less than to educate in the ideals and 
history of Zionism all those Jews who seek this Jew¬ 
ish knowledge. Therefore pliability must be the chief 
characteristic of our method. No one desirous of at¬ 
taining this insight should turn from us because we 
cannot teach him in the only way he can learn. Many 
of our groups are not ready for the somewhat inten¬ 
sive method of the Course in Zionism, and have no 
leader to use our material. These we encourage to 
form reading circles, and we are prepared to guide 
them in the choice of books and pamphlets. Several 
of Hadassah’s Chapters have formed or are forming 
such circles. It is imperative for good organization 
that a group which accepts our guidance and takes our 
advice should send us reports and continue to co¬ 
operate with us. Yet that has not happened in all 
cases. Our text book, the Course in Zionism, has been 
used by groups who saw no advantage in affiliating or 
co-operating with us in any way. Hence it is prac¬ 
tically impossible even to give a comprehensive report 
of our work. But we need the co-operation, the ex¬ 
periences, the suggestions of these groups as much as 
they can need us. 

We have adopted a definite form of affiliation—pli¬ 
able in the extreme—which serves the double purpose 
of supplying our groups with material and of binding 
them to us. Each student who affiliates with us, 
whether as individual or with a group, pays us 50c. 
for literature to cover the Course in Zionism. The 
course divides naturally into two parts, and in the case 
of groups the dues can be paid in installments. The 
literature includes, besides the Course in Zionism, 
which is our text book, eight pamphlets on various 
phases of Zionist work and theory, among them Miss 
Szold’s Recent Jewish Progress in Palestine. Through 
the courtesy of the Federation of American Zionists, 
we are enabled to procure all the literature at reduced 
rates. Also, Hadassah and the Federation have given 
us their monthly bulletins, and the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee some of its reports. Thus all students have re¬ 
ceived Zionist literature at least once a month. Dur¬ 
ing the year there were sent out about 3,800 pieces of 
literature. The whole administrative expense was 
borne by Hadassah. Yet, since most of the literature 
was sent in bulk to groups, and since the labor was 
all of volunteers, the cost was comparatively small. 
It is easy to see the advantage of thus supplying our 
students with literature. We standardize our work 


by regulating the material, and we strengthen our or¬ 
ganization by requiring dues and reports. 

From our students we require the filling out of a 
detailed card which acquaints us at least with their 
education and interests. From our groups we require 
a monthly report of progress and attendance. For this 
we also have a form. We correspond as freely as pos¬ 
sible with all individuals and groups, advising where 
it seems necessary, but allowing complete freedom 
where it is possible. Unfortunately we have not yet a 
Course in Jewish History. But for those who wish 
to prepare for or pass a test, we have arranged a series 
of questions. When the Experimental School has de¬ 
veloped a course in history, and when the reading 
circles have developed more definitely, we hope to 
have several different sets of literature, each suitable 
for another sort of class, and to bind all groups to us 
by these means. Our pliability must be infinite. A 
group that cannot afford to pay the dues for each mem¬ 
ber may affiliate only its leader, and receive one set 
of literature. Only, we must let no group escape us. 

When we begin to realize the tremendous import¬ 
ance of our task, we will do the one most effective 
thing, namely, engage in each city one paid teacher 
and organizer to supervise the work. Then will Zion¬ 
ism begin to have the kind of strength that grows with 
use. 

And what do we expect of our students? With such 
varied methods and so wide a field we cannot have 
uniform expectations. With some we must be satis¬ 
fied if we know we are holding them to a serious con¬ 
sideration of Zionist problems. The least we expect 
is answers to letters and the sending of reports. But 
to all our students we offer the possibility of an in¬ 
tensive course, of preparing themselves to be Zionist 
workers. Those who wish to receive this title or de¬ 
gree are required to write certain papers, to have stud¬ 
ied Zionism and Jewish history, to have read the Bible 
completely in any language, and to have proved their 
capacity for some specific form of Zionist work. Of our 
one hundred and fifty students so far only fifteen have 
written the required papers. One of these is a woman 
of over seventy years. She is a recent Zionist whose 
propaganda and co-operation have already been of 
great value. Our youngest student with the same pur¬ 
pose is just sixteen years old. After two years in the 
Experimental School, eight students are now ready 
for their certificates. 

The certificate will mean that these young women 
are registered with Hadassah and with the Federation 
of American Zionists as Zionist workers, that their 
special qualification is noted and that they can be 
called upon for work. 

These few will be dependable. Our alumni should 
become our standing army, or. at least, our reserve 
force. But these are too few. Our sense of obligation 
and discipline is pitifully weak. Therefore we should 
like to develop, in connection with the School of Zion¬ 
ism, a firmer organization for at least short terms of 
Jewish national service. Let a certain number of 
Zionists, who undertake to enter the School or who 
already have its equivalent, pledge themselves for so 
many hours in so many months—a specified term—to 
do Zionist work, as directed by the officers of Hadas¬ 
sah or of the Federation, as the case may be. Let 
their first task be to attain the requirements of the 
School of Zionism. In other words, they shall enlist, 
for a short term, for small service if need be, but abso¬ 
lutely and honorably. To desert or disobey should 

(Continued on page 24 ) 
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“With the Zionists in Gallipoli” * 

the pacificists recognize that 
2 are martial virtues as well as 
:ial vices. And it is not necessary 
e a Bernhardi in order to admit 
the war-test is one of the proofs 
nation’s vitality, moral as well as 
ical. So far as the Jews are con¬ 
cerned, the present war offers abundant evidence on 
all fields of their moral and physical vitality. 

On all fields, however, the Jews are lost, in spite of 
their large numbers, in the midst of their non-Jewish 
comrades. Nowhere do they fight as a distinct group. 
Their services and exploits are not placed to the credit 
of the Jewish People as such. If the Jews in the vari¬ 
ous camps fought and distinguished themselves, as 
they do, not merely as individuals, or as Englishmen 
and Germans, but as Jews in separate groups, is it not 
reasonable to suppose that the claims of the Jewish 
People on the day of reckoning would command 
greater recognition? 

“With the Zionists in Gallipoli’’ is a record of the 
only distinctly Jewish fighting unit in the war, the 
Zion Mule Corps, written by its commander Lieut. 
Col. J. II. Patterson. The author gives also an ac¬ 
count and criticism of the ill-fated Gallipoli expedi¬ 
tion; but what concerns us here is the story of the 
Jewish corps which rendered highly valuable service 
and earned the praise of the commander-in-chief of the 
expedition, Sir Ian Hamilton. One could wish that 
the author had given more space to the make-up and 
work of his corps; but the account he gives us is ample 
to prove the splendid courage of the men and 
the high value of the services they rendered. 

The “Zion Mule Corps” was recruited from the Rus- 
sian-Jewish young men whom the 1 uricish Govern¬ 
ment had expelled from Palestine and who found ref¬ 
uge in Egypt. It cannot be doubted that those men 
believed that by offering their lives to England they 
were advancing the best interests of their own people. 
Time, of course, will tell whether they were right or 
wrong in this belief. The outcome, however, cannot 
detract from their self-sacrifice and heroism. 

After only three weeks of training the corps was 
ordered to embark for Gallipoli via Lemnos. Its spe¬ 
cial mission was to convey food and ammunition to 
the soldiers in the trenches. It must not be supposed, 
however, that this work was fraught with any less 
danger than that to which the men in the trenches 
were themselves subjected. From the first moment 
of landing, the corps was exposed to the Turkish fire. 
Indeed, it seems that no part of the ground won by the 
English and French was sheltered from the bombard¬ 
ment of the Turkish guns on the heights of Achi Baba 
and Kuthia and the Asiatic side. While the corps 
was engaged in the work of landing “the guns from 
Asia were making very good shooting, shells striking 
the water within a few yards of us, just going over 
our heads, a little to the right or a little to the left, 
but always just missing. I watched my men carefully 
to see how they would stand their baptism of fire, and 
I am happy to be able to say that, with one solitary 
exception, all appeared quite unconcerned and took 


not the> slightest heed of the dangerous position they 
were in.” The work of keeping the men in the trenches 
supplied with ammunition and food began immediately 
and continued until the evacuation. 

At one time when a general attack was contem¬ 
plated, the men petitioned to be allowed to participate 
in the fighting. The petition was refused because the 
General considered the corps too valuable to take the 
risk of losing it in the attack. There were occasions, 
however, when the “Zion men,” finding themselves in 
the trenches on their special business when a Turkish 
attack was in progress, lined the trenches and helped 
to repel it. On one such occasion “Private Groush- 
kowsky distinguished himself greatly, for when the 
hailed of shrapnel descended on the convoy and stam- 
peeded many of the mules, this plucky boy—for he was 
a mere youth—although shot through both arms, held 
on to his plunging animals, and safely delivered his 
loads of ammunition to the men in the firing line. I 
promoted him to the rank of corporal, and, in addition 
recommended him for the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal which I am glad to say he obtained.” 

Here is another incident that is worthy of repeti¬ 
tion here: 

“It happened that the Turks made a determined on¬ 
slaught on the Inniskilling Fusiliers on one occasion, 
when a party of the Zion Mule Corps was close by, 
unloading a convoy; and these Zionists, having the 
lust of battle strong in them, and seeing how weak the 
Inniskillings were, left their mules to take care of 
themselves, and under the leadership of Corporal 
Hildersheim, leaped into the trenches and materially 
assisted in repelling the Turks.” 

Towards the end of July, after a period of only four 
months, the corps,' owing to the numbers killed, 
wounded and in hospital was reduced to less than half 
its strength. Its commander then went to Egypt for 
new' recruits. In the course of a few weeks he ob¬ 
tained some one hundred and fifty Jewish recruits from 
Cairo alone. He returned with his new forces and 
the work went on. “Small detachments of men and 
mules were attached to various batalions for trans¬ 
port work, and all over the Peninsula Zion men could 
be met cantering along on their mules—for they w r ere 
good horsemen—and they invariably rode when they 
had a chance. They looked very comical as they gal¬ 
loped along, uttering, exulting yells, their faces grimy, 
caps crammed over on the backs of their heads, jacket¬ 
less and w ith torn shirts, perched up on the pack sad¬ 
dles, the chains of which clattered loudly at each stride 
of the mule. Our soldiers christened then the “Allies 
Cavalry.” After the evacuation, the men of the corps 
returned to Egypt. 

“With the Zionists in Gallipoli” is a book for which 
the Jews will be grateful. It is, of course, a record of 
only a very small fraction of the half million Jews 
or more who are shedding their blood for both sides in 
the great conflict, and the acts of the vast majority 
will probably remain unrecorded. We lack the agency, 
possessed by all other nations, for treasuring up the 
noble deeds of our sons. Some day, we hope, this 
agency will be created. For the present we can only 
treasure up the rare and, as it were, accidental records 
which are furnished us. I. G. 



’Published by George Doran and Company, 38 W. 32nd Street, New York. Price, $2.00. 
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The Zionist Movement 

A MONTHLY REVIEW OF ZIONIST ACTIVITY 

Readers of The Maccabaean are asked to send news of Zionist activities for publication in this department. All 
communications should be addressed: Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York. 


NEWS FROM PALESTINE 

Students Protest Against Hilfsverein 
Teacher. 

The Hebrew journal “Hacheruth,” 
published in Jerusalem, recently printed 
a notice to the following effect: A 
teacher of the Teachers' Seminary of 
the Hilfsverein, in Jerusalem, recently 
spoke during the school hours at a ses¬ 
sion of one of the higher classes most 
disparagingly of the Jews and the Jew¬ 
ish colonies in Palestine. The students 
became highly insulted and left the 
school in a body. The school remained 
unattended for two days, until the di¬ 
rectors promised to dismiss the teacher 
at the end of the present school year. 
* * * 

Death of Dr. Moskowitz. 

Palestine Jewry is mourning the death 
of Dr. Herman Moskowitz, the head 
physician of the colony Rechoboth and 
a former member of the Greater Ac¬ 
tions Comite. Dr. Moskowitz was 
one of the leaders of the Roumanian 
Zionists and, when in Palestine, was 
one of the most popular physicians. 
The sudden death of Dr. Moskowitz 
■was due to an accident he met while 
on his way to a patient in a nearby col¬ 
ony. 

GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

Minutes of Federation Executive. 

I. 

The first meeting of the Federation 
Executive Committee was held on Thurs¬ 
day evening, July 13, Mr. Lipsky in the 
chair, and the following present: Messrs. 
Barondess, Cowen, Friedewald, Gold¬ 
berg, Perlman, Raisin, Rosenblatt, Roth- 
enberg, Richards, Sprayregen, Steinhardt, 
and Dr. Levin by invitation. Excuses for 
absence were received from Miss Berger, 
Dr. Pool and Mr. Abel. 

The chairman suggested the advisabil¬ 
ity of publishing an up-to-date revision 
of the constitution of the Federation so 
as to incorporate all the amendments 
made since 1910. It was decided that a 
committee of three be appointed to re¬ 
vise the constitution and incorporate all 
amendments. 

The chairman suggested the issuance 
of a Zionist Pocket Manual for 1916-1917, 
following, in a general way, the Zionist 
Pocket Manual of last year. The chair¬ 
man was authorized to issue such a 
manual. 

Mr. Cowen moved for the establish¬ 
ment of a Shekel Bureau similar to the 
Jewish National Fund Bureau. On mo¬ 
tion, a committee of three was appointed 
to take the matter up for consideration 
and to report at the next meeting. 

Mr. Barondess moved that in accord¬ 
ance with the resolution adopted at the 


convention a board of directors be se¬ 
lected for the management of Dos Yid- 
dishe Folk. It was decided that Messrs. 
Bogin, Schwartz and Werbolofsky con¬ 
stitute the board of directors. 

At the suggestion of the chairman it 
was decided to appoint the following 
committees: 

Shekel Committee; Finance Commit¬ 
tee; Committee on English Publications; 
Committee on Fraternal Organizations; 
Committee on Hebrew Education and 
Publication. 

The chairman suggested that the Fra¬ 
ternal Committee should not restrict 
itself only to obtain shekels among Fra¬ 
ternal Orders, but to act largely as a 
committee on good relations with the 
officers and influential men of the va¬ 
rious orders. After discussion, it was 
decided that a Committee on Relations 
be appointed by the chairman. 

The chairman suggested that a Fi¬ 
nance Committee be appointed at once 
so that the responsibility does not fall 
upon him for the appropriation of 
moneys. The chairman was authorized 
to do so and he appointed the follow¬ 
ing: Messrs. L. Robison, Rosenblatt 

and Kesselman, as co-opting member. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Friedenwald 
it was decided to authorize the Finance 
Committee to conduct an investigation 
of the various offices established by the 
Provisional Committee, with a view of 
ascertaining their value to the Zionist 
movement. 

The chairman stated that it would be 
advisable to adopt a binding rule for all 
societies whereby they would be re¬ 
quired to pay their full per capita tax. 
He pointed out that it was the practice 
of societies to pay only for as many 
members as was necessary to secure 
seats for one or two delegates at the 
convention. It was the concensus of 
opinion that the most feasible way for 
the observance of this rule would be to 
compile a complete list of the member¬ 
ship of all societies. 

The question of extending the propa¬ 
ganda among the rabbis was brought up 
by Dr. Friedenwald. It was decided to 
appoint Dr. Raisin as a committee of 
one to ascertain methods of extending 
Zionist propaganda among rabbis and 
congregations. 

The chairman brought to the atten¬ 
tion of the meeting that Dr. Kallcn, at 
a meeting of the Intercollegiate Zion¬ 
ists in Philadelphia, stated that it was 
not necessary for them to affiliate with 
the Federation directly, but that they 
could affiliate with the P. C. It was 
unanimously decided that the Provis¬ 
ional Committee be requested to deter¬ 
mine the status of the Intercollegiate 
Zionists. 


Mr. Perlstein suggested that at future 
conventions the report of the Nomina¬ 
tion Committee be submitted at the first 
or the second session and that ballot¬ 
ing be conducted the whole of the last 
day of the convention. The chairman 
thought it was a valuable suggestion 
and would be taken up in the near fu¬ 
ture. 

Dr. Melamed and Dr. Friedenwald 
urged that at future conventions more 
attention be given to the press. They 
criticised the arrangements of the Phila¬ 
delphia convention in this regard. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

II. 

A regular meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Federation was held 
on Thursday evening, July 27, at the 
Federation office, with Mr. Lipsky in 
the chair, and the following present: 

Miss Berger, Messrs. Abel, Baron- 
dess, Cowen, Melamed. Robison, Roth- 
enberg, Rosenblatt, Steinhardt, and Mr. 
Jacob de Haas by invitation. Excuses 
for absence were received from Mrs. 
Guggenheimer, Mr. Goldberg, Dr. 
Raisin, Dr. Pool and Mr. Richards. 

The chairman read a communication 
from the Office Committee of the Pro¬ 
visional Committee, proposing that 
hereafter, in place of a subvention, the 
Federation receive from the Provis¬ 
ional Committee a stipulated percentage 
of all contributions to the Emergency 
Fund received from Federation so¬ 
cieties, or earmarked as coming from 
Zionists wdio are members of Federa¬ 
tion organizations. The proposal was 
accepted with the understanding that 
under no circumstances should the Fed¬ 
eration receive more than 25 per cent 
of the funds so contributed. 

Messrs. Cowen and Rosenblatt, as a 
special committee on constitution, re¬ 
ported that they had compiled all 
amendments to the constitution, and 
would have it completed for submission 
to the Executive Committee at its next 
meeting. 

The committee on Personnel of Com¬ 
mittees, consisting of Abel, Lipsky and 
Robison, reported the following per¬ 
manent committees, with a recommen¬ 
dation that they be appointed: 

Finance Committee—Robison, Stein¬ 
hardt and Robert D. Kesselman as co¬ 
opted member. 

Shekel Committee—Joshua Sprayre¬ 
gen, Perlstein and Rothenbcrg. 

National Fund Committee—Abel and 
Robison. 

Publication Committee—Pool, Abel 
and Miss Sampter as co-opted member. 

The recommendations were approved. 

The Personnel Committee announced 
that it would suggest the rest of the 
committees at the next meeting. 
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It was decided that permanent com¬ 
mittees may co-opt members not on the 
Executive Committee with the approval 
of the Executive Committee. 

The chairman presented a list of con¬ 
ditions proposed by the committee ap¬ 
pointed to have charge of Dos Yiddishe 
Folk. The Board of Directors (Wer- 
belowsky, Schwarz and Bogin) made it 
a condition of their acceptance that they 
be given full power in certain depart¬ 
ments of Dos Yiddishe Folk. It was 
decided to appoint a committee with 
full power to settle these conditions with 
the Board. The committee consists of 
Abel. Barondess and Lipsky. 

The question of the activities of the 
Mizrachi among organizations affiliated 
with the Federation was brought up by 
Mr. Barondess. Mr. Barondess reported 
that Rabbi Meyer Berlin of the Mizrachi 
organization wanted to have from him 
a statement to the effect that new camps 
formed by the Mizrachi should have the 
right to remit their shekels to the Miz¬ 
rachi office. In view of the importance 
of this question, involving the founda¬ 
tions of the Federation organization, Mr. 
Barondess was advised to defer action. 
In the meantime, all members of the 
Executive Committee arc to be asked to 
submit in writing their views as to re¬ 
lations with the Mizrachi. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

* * * 

Members of the Federation Executive 
Committee. 

The new administration of the Fed¬ 
eration elected at the Philadelphia con¬ 
vention is composed of the following: 

President, Dr. Harry Friedenwald of 
Baltimore; chairman of the executive 
committee, Louis Lipsky; treasurer, 
Louis Robison; honorary secretary, 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
Executive committee: Miss Sophia 
Berger, Mrs. Guggenheimcr, Senior Abel, 
Joseph Barondess, Charles A. Cowen, 
Abram Goldberg. Dr. Samuel Melamed, 
Dr. David de Sola Pool, Benjamin Perl- 
stein, Dr. Max Raisin, Bernard G. Rich¬ 
ards, Morris Rothenberg. Joshua Spray- 
regen and Lawrence Steinhardt. 

* * * 

Letter From Jewish Soldier in Mexico. 

In answer to an appeal from the Pro¬ 
visional Committee a Zionist from Co¬ 
lumbus, New Mexico, writes as follows, 
under date of July 2: 

“Excuse my delay in answering 
your four letters about the ‘$10 a 
Day Campaign’ for the Emergency 
Fund. I do not know when they 
all came in. I know that I have 
found all the four of them awaiting 
me, because at the time of their ar¬ 
rival I was in Mexico. I am not 
sure, but I think you know that I 
am a soldier and our regiment is 
now in Mexico. I am supposed to 
watch the motor trucks which carry 
provisions for the soldiers, who are 
in Mexico for about four months. 
That is why I have an opportunity 
to spend a few days, from time to 
time, in the States. Two days ago 
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I came to my town and received 
your letters. 

“But I am sorry to say that I 
would not be able to do anything 
for your noble Cause. I can't do a 
thing in my home town on account 
of my absence, and can't do a thing 
among my fellow soldiers, because 
it is not the proper time to collect 
money now among soldiers who arc 
in the field and await war. Their 
material condition does not permit 
them to do it, and besides funds are 
being collected among the soldiers 
for their own purposes. 

“I am a man who gave all his 
time away for our Ideal. I remem¬ 
ber, it was one and a half years ago, 
when I was in Chicago and a mem¬ 
ber of one of the Zion societies, we 
received a telegram from you: ‘We 
need bread for our people in Pales¬ 
tine.’ And we members of the so¬ 
ciety went out and collected money. 

I remember very well that day, and 
I do not think I’ll ever forget it. 

I helped my own people as much 
as I could. Now I help another 
people, and give for them all my 
time and strength, and for my own 
people now remains the inability to 
help them in time of their distress. 

"The first time in my life I must 
refuse an urgent call of my fellow 
Zionists. Believe me, I do it very 
reluctantly. I thought I will always 
be able to help my people in their 
work. It is not my fault that I 
can’t do it now. 

“I suppose you are now in Philadel¬ 
phia. All my thoughts are with you 
now. I wish that your noble work 
brings you good results. 

“I am going back to Mexico now.” 

* * * 

‘‘A Palestine Packet.” 

A little volume entitled “A Palestine 
Packet” has been issued by the Federa¬ 
tion. The "packet” contains a collection 
of letters on Palestinian conditions, and 
opens with a foreword by the former 
Ambassador to Turkey. Henry Morgen- 
thau. 

There are extracts from the diary of 
Dr. Harry Friedenwald, written while 
in Palestine; letters from Dr. Ben Zion 
Mossinsohn, the director of the gym¬ 
nasium at Jaffa; from Mr. Wolf Glus- 
kin, founder of one of the earliest and 
most prosperous colonies. Richon lc 
Zion; from Mr. M. Sheinkin. distin¬ 
guished Palestinian; from Mine. Hemda 
Ben Jehuda, wife of the distinguished 
Hebrew scholar: from Mr. Louis H. 
Levin of Baltimore, who was in charge 
of the distribution of the’ food sent on 
the U. S. S. "Vulcan”; from Mr. Harry 
Kaplan of Cleveland, who was Captain 
Decker’s right-hand man in the trans¬ 
ferring of refugees from Jaffa to Alex¬ 
andria during the early days of the war; 
and also an interesting article by a Pal¬ 
estinian, Mordechai Bernstein, on “The 
Shomcr,” or guard of the colony, per¬ 
haps the most picturesque figure in 
modern Palestine. 


The volume is well illustrated and is 
issued for the benefit of the Zionist 
Emergency Fund. The price is twenty- 
five cents. 

* * * 

Emergency Fund. 

The Zionists of the country are awak¬ 
ening to the necessity of not permitting 
the hot weather to interfere with their 
activities. The budget has been dou¬ 
bled, and the needs of the Settlement 
in Palestine are too great to permit any 
cessation of work. The opportunities 
to make propaganda are unprecedented, 
and a repetition of the usual summer 
inactivity at this crucial time would be 
detrimental to the interests of the move¬ 
ment. 

In many cities throughout the country 
one Sunday and in other cities two Sun¬ 
days have been set aside for house-to- 
house and street collections, and desig¬ 
nated as "Herzl Day” or “Emergency 
Fund Day.” Reports have been re¬ 
ceived from the following cities: 

Denver, Colo.; New Haven, New Lon¬ 
don, Norwich and Stamford, Conn.; 
Washington. D. C.; Chicago and South 
Chicago, Ill.; Gary, Ind.; Louisville, 
Ky.; Baltimore, Md.; Lowell, Lynn and 
Springfield, Mass.; Detroit, Mich.; St. 
Louis, Mo.; Portsmouth, N. H.; New 
Brunswick, N. J.; Schenectady and 
Utica, N. Y.; Columbus, Ohio; Beaver 
Falls, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
Memphis, Tenn.; Houston, Texas; New¬ 
port News, Norfolk, Portsmouth and 
Richmond, Va.; Seattle, Wash., and 
Hurley, Wisconsin. 

There has been an extraordinary de¬ 
mand for literature in both English and 
Yiddish and our people are showing an 
eager interest in the details of the build¬ 
ing up of Palestine. 

Other cities arc arranging Emergency 
Fund Day and it is hoped that these 
summer activities will net excellent re¬ 
sults. When the full returns arc in they 
will be collated and made public. 

Young Judea, which has pledged itself 
to the raising of $;,ooo, is doing excel¬ 
lent work. Small pocket safes, opened 
only at the Zionist office, have been dis- 
ttibuted among the members. 

It is believed that this activity and 
propaganda will be of the greatest edu¬ 
cational value. 

* * * 

Non-Jew Contributes to Emergency 
. Fund. 

The following is an extract of a letter 
received by the Provisional Committee 
from Mr. W. L. Rutherford of Santa 
Barbara, California, in connection with 
the “Ten Dollars a Day for Ten Days” 
campaign: 

“While I am not a Jew after the flesh, 
I entertain a great respect for the race 
and am fully persuaded that the day- is 
not far distant when they will occupy 
a very important position in this world, 
even becoming the first dominion. So 
I am enclosing money order for $20, as 
a little help in your labors of love.” 
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American Zionist Medical Unit for Pal¬ 
estine. 

The Zionist Provisional Committee 
reports that some progress has been 
made towards the sending of a medical 
unit composed of ten doctors and two 
trained nurses to Palestine. Mr. de 
Haas, secretary, and Mr. Julius I. Pey¬ 
ser, of the Washington Bureau, inter¬ 
viewed Acting Secretary of State Polk 
and discussed the details of the sending 
of the unit and were assured that the 
Federal Government would use its ut¬ 
most endeavors in order to obtain the 
necessary permits from the various 
belligerent governments so that the ex¬ 
pedition may go forward as speedily as 
possible. The chief difficulty ahead, it is 
believed, will be in obtaining permission 
to import drugs and other medical neces¬ 
sities with the personnel of the unit, 
the personnel of the unit. 

In the meantime the Hadassah Cen¬ 
tral Committee, under whose auspices 
the unit is being organized, is perfect¬ 
ing the necessary organization details 
incidental to such an important under¬ 
taking. 

* * * 

Ten Dollars a Day for Ten Days. 

The Provisional Committee reports 
that the “Ten Dollars a Day for Ten 
Days” campaign has, up to date, realized 
$6,150.82. 

* * * 

Jewish Colonial Trust. 

The Jewish Colonial Trust announces 
that coupon number 4 of their share 
certificates for the year 1907, value 12 
cents per share, will become forfeited 
on and after September 15, 1916. Un¬ 
less coupon number 4 is submitted be¬ 
fore that date no payment will be made. 
* * * 

Jewish National Fund Income. 

The Jewish National Fund (The 
Hague) received in the month of June 
93,122 francs, the following countries 
having contributed: Argentine, Aus¬ 
tralia, Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, Ger¬ 
many, England, Salonica, Volo, Holland, 
North America, Austria, South Slavonic 
Lands, Roumania, Russia, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

* * * 

Mrs. Sophia Szold Dead. 

Miss Henrietta Szold, president of 
Hadassah, suffered a severe loss this 
month by the death of her mother, Mrs. 
Spohie Szold. Three years ago, Mrs. 
Szold accompanied her daughter to 
Palestine and since her return to this 
country she was ill. Mrs. Szold's illness 
compelled her daughter to withdraw 
from public activities and resign as presi¬ 
dent of the New York Chapter of Hadas¬ 
sah. Mrs. Szold was seventy-six. Her 
body was taken to Baltimore, where she 
will be buried next to her husband, the 
late Dr. Benjamin Szold. Mrs. Szold was 
a devoted mother. Her children revered 
her for her good sense, her unselfishness, 
her sturdy Jewish piety, and her youthful 
spirits. The sympathy of all Zionists goes 
out to Miss Szold and her sisters. 
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REPORTS FROM ZIONIST 
CENTERS 

ALABAMA. 

Tikwath Zion Elects New Officers. 

Birmingham—At a recent meeting of 
the Tikwath Zion Society of this city 
the following were elected officers for 
the ensuing year: President, I. A. Abel- 
son; vice-president, Ben Gross; secre¬ 
tary, Mrs. Charles A. Lass; financial 
secretary, Miss Mollie Weinstein; treas¬ 
urer, Julius Goldstein. 


CANAL ZONE. 

Balboa Heights—In connection with 
the “Ten Dollars a Day for Ten Days” 
campaign, Mr. Louis Cantor writes to 
the Provisional Committee as follows: 

“Sirs: Enclosed find money or¬ 

der for one hundred and four dollars 
($104.00), the amount collected in 
connection with the recent ‘Ten 
Dollar a Day’ campaign; also the 
complete list of donors to the fund. 

“The delay in collecting and for¬ 
warding the collection was due to 
the extent of territory that had to 
be covered. The entire Canal Zone 
from Colon and Christobal on the 
Atlantic, to Ancon, Balboa and Pan¬ 
ama City on the Pacific Ocean, was 
visited. Interior towns, as Culebra 
and Gatun, were also reached. The 
money was obtained with difficul¬ 
ties, as many of the American em¬ 
ployees have left for the States and 
but little interest is taken in Zion¬ 
ism. The fact that enabled the col¬ 
lection to be made was that the 
European war sufferers were to 
benefit. 

“Panama City has no Jewish com¬ 
munity life, with the exception of 
the services held in a lodge hall on 
holidays; there is also a Jewish 
cemetery. No Jewish center, as a 
synagogue or temple exists in Pan¬ 
ama. This, in a measure, explains 
the delay in obtaining the Fund. 

“Panama City contributed $19, 
Colon $20, balance from the Canal 
Zone.” 


CONNECTICUT. 

Herzl Memorial Meeting in Hartford. 

Hartford—On Sunday evening, July 
23, Mr. P. M. Raskin addressed a Herzl 
memorial meeting in this city, under the 
auspices of the local Zionist society. 
The meeting was well attended and as 
a result $40 was collected for the Jew¬ 
ish National Fund. Mr. A. Nevelstein 
presided. 

* * * 

Emergency Fund Day in New London. 

New London.—The Emergency Fund 
Day in this city was not as successful 
as it was thought it would be, in spite 
of the fact that five Zionist organiza¬ 
tions participated in the collection. The 
result of the day’s labor was not com¬ 
mensurate with the amount of energy 
expended, the income being $30.50. The 
local Zionist societies are now endeav¬ 
oring to make up, and it is hoped that 
the income to the Emergency Fund will 
increase with each month. 


ILLINOIS. 

Max Shulman Reports on Philadelphia. 
Convention. 

Chicago—The Herzl Zion Gate held 
a large meeting on Tuesday evening, 
July 25, at the Douglas Park Audi¬ 
torium. Mr. Max Shulman rendered a 
report of the Philadelphia convention. 


GEORGIA. 

Atlanta Holds Herzl Memorial Meeting. 

Atlanta—On Sunday, July 23, a Herzl 
memorial meeting was held in the Jew¬ 
ish Educational Alliance, 90 Capital Ave¬ 
nue, under the auspices of the Progres¬ 
sive Ahavath Zion Society. The meet¬ 
ing was addressed by J. Dorfman, L. 
Pfeffer, Dr. A. Bryan and Dr. A. Rosen- 
son. Rev. Dr. Sola H. Goldstein read the 
“Memorial Prayer.” Mr. H. Lichten¬ 
stein presided. 


MARYLAND. 

Birthday of Judge Mack. 

Baltimore—To begin the fulfillment of 
the five-thousand-dollar ($5,000) pledge 
of Baltimore towards the Zionist Emer¬ 
gency Fund made at the Philadelphia 
Convention, the P. C. received a check 
for $50 from Mrs. Harry Friedenwald 
in commemoration of the fiftieth birth¬ 
day celebration of Judge Julian W. 
Mack. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Poale Zionists to Convene in Boston. 

Boston—The announcement that the 
tenth annual convention of the Poale 
Zionists will be held in this city is in¬ 
teresting the members of the organiza¬ 
tions all over the State. Arrangements 
are already being made for this conven 
tion to surpass in importance all Poale 
Zion conventions held in previous years. 

The local branches of Massachusetts 
have raised a convention fund of $400 
and the two Boston branches have al¬ 
ready appointed a convention committee 
consisting of thirty-five members. The 
following are the officers of the con¬ 
vention committee: I. Hamlin, chair¬ 
man; S. Goldman, financial secretary; S. 
Cooper, recording secretary; R. David¬ 
son, treasurer, and S. Kendall, corre¬ 
sponding secretary, 21 Lowell Street, 
Boston. 

* * * 

Zion Association Holds Herzl Memorial 
Meeting. 

A Herzl memorial meeting was held 
here on Thursday evening,; July 20, at 
Brunswick Hall. The meeting was un¬ 
der the auspices of the Zion Association 
and addressed by Rabbi P. Israeli and 
Rabbi J. Jurnan. Mr. Julius Meyer pre¬ 
sided. 

* * * 

Joseph Barondess Addresses Herzl 
Memorial Meeting. 

Cambridge—The Hon. Joseph Baron¬ 
dess addressed a Herzl memorial meet¬ 
ing in this city on Sunday, July 30, un¬ 
der the auspices of the Bialck Camp. 
The meeting was attended by a large 
audience. 
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Tiphereth Zion to Raise $i,ooo for 
Emergency Fund. 

Lynn—The Tiphereth Zion Society of 
this city, at its last meeting, held July 
24, decided to raise $1,000 for the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. At a meeting of the Emer¬ 
gency Fund Committee, held the follow¬ 
ing day, plans were made to have Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise and Dr. Bcnzion Mos- 
sinsohn of Palestine address a large 
mass meeting on October 1, where the 
$1,000 campaign will be inaugurated. 
The following arc on the Emergency 
Fund Committee: Simon Shamroth, 
William Pruss, Nathan Gorodetser. Sam¬ 
uel Galler, Morris Freedman, Jacob Lit- 
vack, Abraham Jacobson, Barney Levy, 
Morris Baril and Morris Hurwitch. 


MISSOURI. 

Herzl Memorial Meeting in St. Louis. 

St. Louis—A Herzl memorial meet¬ 
ing was held in this city under the 
auspices of the local Zionist Council, 
The meeting was addressed by Mr. Max 
Shulman of Chicago. Mr. Max G. Baron, 
president of the council, presided. 


NEW YORK. 

Activities of the Zionist Council. 

On Saturday evening, July 22, a large 
Herzl memorial meeting was held in 
Cooper Union arranged by the Zionist 
Council. This was the largest memorial 
meeting held. Several hundred were 
turned away for lack of space and a 
number of open-air meetings were held 
outside of Cooper Union, addressed by 
Joseph Seff, P. M. Raskin, Isidor Furst 
and Isaac Carmel. 

The addresses at Cooper Union were 
of great interest. Mr. Morris Kothen- 
berg, chairman of the council, presided. 
He spoke of the great achievements of 
Dr. Herzl. Dr. Leon Motzkin gave per¬ 
sonal reminiscences of the late leader. 
Mary Antin, author of ‘‘The Promised 
Land,” spoke of the great opportunities 
of the Zionist movement in this coun¬ 
try. Dr. Levin opened his address with 
appropriate remarks to the occasion and 
then he scored the opponents of Zion¬ 
ism, showing that their uneasiness at 
this time was the surest demonstration 
of our growth. Cantor Meisel with his 
choir made the Haskarah. One hundred 
dollars was collected for the National 
Fund. 

Mr. Isaac Carmel, secretary of the 
Council reports that sixteen open- 
ir meetings were held in this city 
during the month of July. The so¬ 
cieties most active in the arrange¬ 
ments of these meetings were Austro- 
Hungarian Zionists, Hashachar, David 
Wolfsohn Zion Club, Bnei Am Chai, 
Hatikwah Club and Tikwath Yeliudah 
Zion Club. Several hundred shekolim 
were sold and a large number of new 
members enrolled. Other meetings ar¬ 
ranged through the Zionist Council were 
addressed by Morris Rothenbcrg, Joshua 
Sprayregen, Leo Motzkin, P. M. Raskin, 
S. Frankel, Isidor Furst and Isaac Car¬ 
mel. 
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The Zionist Council, at its executive 
meeting held July 18, upon hearing of 
the death of Miss Helen Weisgal, sent 
the following letter of consolation to 
the Weisgal family: 

“We were completely stunned by 
the terrible news we learned tonight 
of the death of your daughter and 
sister Helen. We have not words 
enough to express our sorrow and 
do not know how to begin to 
console you upon this awful 
tragedy. We can hardly realize 
that this fiery, restless, devoted 
spirit, inspired with the love of her 
people, alw’ays in the forefront of 
Jewish work and endeavor, has 
passed away. The loss is not yours 
only. Israel has lost one of its 
truest daughters. Honored be her 
memory. 

“With Zion’s greetings, sincerely 
yours, 

“MORRIS ROTHENBERG, 
“Chairman. 

“ISAAC CARMEL, 

“Secretary.” 

* * * 

Zion Club Hashachar Mourns Death of 
Helen Weisgal. 

The Zion Club Hashachar recently 
suffered a severe loss by the death of 
Miss Helen Weisgal (twenty-two years 
old), one of its most active members. 
Miss Weisgal was associated with the 
Hashachar since its inception, two years 
ago. Since her entry into the Zionist 
fold she devoted her whole time in the 
interest of the movement. Most of her 
time, however, was devoted to the Has¬ 
hachar. At a special meeting of the 
Hashachar, held July 18, three days after 
her death, it was decided to commem¬ 
orate the name of the deceased by in¬ 
scribing it in the Golden Book of the 
Jewish National Fund. 

At the semi-annual meeting of 
the Hashachar, held July 29th, the 
following were elected for the en¬ 
suing year: President. Sigmund Man- 
sowitz; vice-president, Oscar Cohen; 
secretary, M. Weisgal; treasurer, Mor¬ 
ris Shmolowitz; financial secretary, 
Daniel Shmolowitz; recording secretary, 
Morris Orlian, and the following in the 
Executive Committee: Israel Halkin.A. 
Susskowitz and Israel Zussmanowitz. 
The incoming Executive Committee is 
making arrangements for the celebra¬ 
tion of the second anniversary of the 
Hashachar, which will take place in Oc¬ 
tober. Simultaneously with the celebra¬ 
tion of the second anniversary, the 
Chanukas Habayis of the Hashachar 
clubrooms will take place. It is ex¬ 
pected that prominent New York Zion¬ 
ists will be present at the celebration. 

* * * 

Agudath Erez Yisroel. 

A new Hebrew-speaking Zionist so¬ 
ciety, composed of Palestinian young 
men and women, who left the country 
at the outbreak of the war, was recently 
organized in this city. The society, 
during its short existence, has done ex¬ 
cellent Zionist work and has aroused 


great interest in the revival of the He¬ 
brew language in this city. At its last 
meeting, held July 23, the following 
were elected on the Executive Commit¬ 
tee: Yekutaili, Goldenstcin and Rivkin. 
The society meets at Public School 62. 
Hester and Clinton Streets, every Satur¬ 
day evening. 

* * * 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists Raise Fund 
for New Home. 

The Austro-Hungarian Zionists are 
now making extensive arrangements for 
their annual theatre performance to take 
place in October. In view of the ex¬ 
tensive preparations, it is anticipated 
that the income this year will exceed 
that of all previous years. The proceeds 
of this performance will go toward 
the establishment of a Zionist centre 
on the East Side. The Austro-Hungar¬ 
ian Zionists recently launched a cam¬ 
paign to raise ten thousand dollars for 
this purpose. Two thousand dollars have 
already been raised at a banquet held in 
the Broadway Central. It is estimated 
that the proceeds of the theatre benefit 
will be beyond the two thousand dollar 
mark. The arrangement committee, con¬ 
sisting of Samuel Goldstein and Edward 
Spiegel, is working very vigorously to 
make this entertainment a great success. 
The performance will be held in the 
Tomashefsky Theatre. Dr. Hcrzl’s “Die 
Neue Ghetto” will be produced. 

* * * 

New Zionist Society Organized. 

Brownsville—Through the efforts of 
Mr. Isaac Carmel, a new Zionist society 
with twenty-five members was organ¬ 
ized here. The society has already ap¬ 
plied for affiliation to the Federation. 


TENNESSEE. 

Miss Annie Garfinkle Reports on Phila¬ 
delphia Convention. 

Nashville—On July 25, Miss Annig 
Garfinkle rendered a report of the Phila¬ 
delphia Convention before the Ahavath 
Zion Society of this city. Miss Gar¬ 
finkle spoke with great enthusiasm of 
the convention and said that the Phila¬ 
delphia Convention, more than anything 
else, revealed the unusual strength of 
the Zionist organization. In conclusion 
she urged the members of the Ahavath 
Zion, in view of the great needs, to de¬ 
vote themselves more to the Cause. 


CANADA. 

Flag Day in Brandon. 

Brandon—Tag Day on behalf of the 
Jewish National Fund was held in this 
city on Wednesday, July 19. A score 
of girls in blue and white sold Jewish 
flags, and the whole city was ablaze 
with the Zionist emblem. Four hun¬ 
dred and three dollars and seven¬ 
ty-eight cents was the result of the day's 
collection. Credit is particularly due to 
Mr. Moses Lerner, chairman of the Na¬ 
tional Fund Committee, for his enter¬ 
prise and energy. 
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Young Judaea Activities 


Young Judaea Lads* Brigade. New Affiliations. the district during the fall, one at the 

At the first meeting of the newly elect- During July the following list of ap- Zitomer Hebrew School, another at the 
ed Executive Committee of Young Ju- plications for affiliation were received by Rabbi Jacob Joseph School on Henry 
daea, held on Thursday evening, July Young Judaea: Miriam Zion Society, of Street, a third at the Hebrew Technical 
20th, steps were taken for the formation Syracuse; The Bluebird Zionist Club of Institute, Ninth Street and Stuyvesant 
of a Young Judaea Lads' Brigade. A Lower West Side; the Hope of Zion, Place; a fourth at the Maziekei Talmud 
special committee was appointed under Perth Amboy, N. J.; Young Judaea Club Torah on East Seventh Street. 


the chairmanship of Mr. S. M. Feinberg 
and with Messrs. Sundel Doniger, 
Emanuel Neumann, Samuel J. Borow- 
sky, and David Schneeberg as members. 
This committee will confer with those 
familiar with the Boy Scout movement 
of this country, the Jewish Lads' Brig¬ 
ade of England, and the Maccabaean Or¬ 
ganization of Palestine. In evolving a 
plan for a uniformed brigade in Young 
Judaea, the services of those interested 
in this endeavor will be secured. The an¬ 
nouncement of the detailed plan will be 
presented at the August meeting of the 
Executive Committee. It is hoped to or¬ 
ganize the first brigade in New York 
City in the fall. 

Emergency Fund. 

Steps have already been taken to re¬ 
deem the pledge of $5,000 on behalf of 
Young Judaea, made at the Philadelphia 
Convention. At the banquet of the 
Young Judaea Convention, held at Long 
Branch, N. J.. July 8th to 10th, over $900 
was pledged for this fund. In New York 
City a campaign has been begun for the 
Emergency Fund and will be continued 
through the summer among members of 
Young Judaea clubs. Collections are 
made through dime saving banks. In the 
fall it is hoped to inaugurate this plan 
among Young Judaeans through the 
country. 

Zionist Primer. 

Young Judaea has in press and will is- 
ftie within a fortnight a new Zionist pub¬ 
lication with seventy-five pages, under 
the title of the Zionist Primer. The 
Primer has been edited by Mr. Sundel 
Doniger and is intended primarily for 
senior Young Judaeans as well as young 
people at large. It contains a series of 
articles on various topics connected with 
the movement and is intended as a gen¬ 
eral survey or introduction for a more 
intensive study of Zionism. The first ar¬ 
ticle, “What Our History Means,” by 
Miss Jessie E. Sampter, has already been 
issued. The other chapters of the pub¬ 
lication are: “The Jewish Problem,” 
written by Dr. D. de Sola Pool; ‘ Fore¬ 
runners of Herzl,” by Miss Lotta Leven- 
sohn; “The Life of Theodor Herzl,” by 
Israel Goldberg; “The Zionist Organiza¬ 
tion,” by B. A. Rosenblatt; “Parties in 
Zionism,” by Louis Lipsky; “What Our 
Pioneers have Created,” by Margaret 
Gluck; and “No, You Do Not Know the 
Land,” by Ittamir Bcn-Avi. This inter¬ 
esting collection of papers will not only 
prove an interesting scries for Jewish 
young people but it is anticipated will be 
useful as a brief study of the movement 
by Zionists at large. 


of Scranton, Pa.; Yehudaea, Harlem; The 
Followers of Herzl, of New London, 
Conn.; and the Shcarith Israel Club of 
Atlanta, Ga. 

St. Louis Council. 

At the annual meeting of the Young 
Judaea Council of St. Louis, Mo., it was 
decided to raise $125 for purposes of 
Young Judaea work in the city. This 
will be used to strengthen existing or¬ 
ganizations and form new ones; for the 
celebrations of Jewish festivals, for 
monthly propaganda meetings, for the 
organization of a choral society and for 
the formation of a state organization. 

The various entertainments will be as¬ 
signed to different clubs; Succoth will be 
celebrated by the Young Zionists; Chan¬ 
ukah by the Yaldai Zion; Passover by 
the Junior Young Judaean clubs and Pur- 
im by the Council. 

New Jersey Field and Track Meet 

Elaborate preparation has been made 
by the Young Judaea Organization of 
New Jersey for a state track and field 
meet. Judging from the enthusiasm and 
keen competition that has been aroused, 
the affair will be a rousing demonstra¬ 
tion. Many prominent men of the city 
and the vicinity have already accepted in¬ 
vitations to attend. Following the meet 
an informal reception will be held on the 
field. 

The meet will be held at Weequahic 
Park, Newark, on Monday afternoon, 
August 14th. The meet is opened to all 
members of Young Judaea clubs of New 
Jersey. There will be two classes: 
senior, those of 16 years and above; and 
juniors, those of fifteen and under. The 
events, for girls as well as boys, will in¬ 
clude races, broad jump, baseball throw¬ 
ing, etc. There will be medals awarded 
to individuals winning, and banners for 
the clubs. 

The meet has been included in the 
program of Newark’s 250th anniversary. 
Admission to field will be free to the 
public and the Council assures visiting 
Young Judaeans of their hearty welcome. 
Entry blanks and further information re¬ 
garding the meet may be secured from 
Mr. E. Eisenberg, 328 So. 7th Street, 
Newark, New Jersey. 

Lower Manhattan. 

The Council of Young Judaea Clubs of 
Lower Manhattan held their monthly 
literary meeting on Tuesday, August 1, 
at the Zitomcr Hebrew School, 341 East 
4th Street. As a result of the evening’s 
meeting it was decided upon to secure a 
paid supervisor for the district and to 
establish four Young Judaea centres in 


Philadelphia Organization. 

Young Judaea held a Herzl Memorial 
Meeting on Saturday evening, July 22, 
at the Atcreth Israel Synagogue, 6th and 
Morris Streets. A very large number 
of Young Judaeans of all clubs as well as 
their parents and friends attended. 
Rabbi Samuel Frcdman presided. The 
program included recitations and essays 
about Herzl by the members of the De¬ 
borah Zion Club, addresses by Rabbi S. 
Frcdman, Rabbi B. Swiren, and “Haz- 
karoh” by Rev. H. Kleiner. An appeal 
made by Miss Rose Perelman for sub¬ 
scriptions for trees in the Herzl P'orest 
met with a ready response, about thirty 
trees were pledged by the clubs present. 
The regular Young Judaea monthly 
meeting for July was held at the Zion 
Institute, Saturday evening, July 29th. 
The Stars of Zion were the hosts and an 
unusually large audience was in attend¬ 
ance. Mr. David Schneeberg and Rabbi 
Fredman were the speakers. A debate 
in which the following participated. Miss 
Lillian Rosenberg, Messrs. Miller, Kauff¬ 
man, and Weiss, elicited much interest. 

The Young Judaean Council of Phila¬ 
delphia, an organization composed of 
delegates of all Philadelphia Young Ju¬ 
daea clubs, met on Sunday afternoon, 
July 30th. The delegates to the Young 
Judaea Convention at Long Branch, 
Miss Rose Shapiro and Mr. Benjamin 
Grossman, presented reports of the con¬ 
vention. The Council is planning anti¬ 
mission work and Children's Sabbath 
Services. Committees have been ap¬ 
pointed and definite plans will be worked 
out by these committees. 

The Young Judaea Leaders Associa¬ 
tion met on Monday evening, July 31, at 
the Y. M. H. A. Mr. David Schneeberg 
addressed the meeting on “Young Ju¬ 
daea Centres.” It was decided to open 
three centres in Philadelphia in charge 
of Miss Kate Goldstein, Miss Edith 
Grossman and Miss Mollie Grossman as 
Supervisors. The Outing Fund Commit¬ 
tee reported that they had received about 
fifty dollars, to be used for picnics. It 
was decided to continue this fund for 
picnics next summer. Miss Anna Bresk- 
tnan's resignation as secretary was ac¬ 
cepted with regret. Miss Sarah M. 
Grossman was appointed secretary. 

The Leaders’ Association is planning 
many new features in Young Judaea 
work for the coming year. The clubs 
are beginning to feel the strength of the 
Organization and the Leaders arc show¬ 
ing a keen interest in their w'ork. The 
Philadelphia Young Judaeans are optim¬ 
istic. 
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TEXAS. 

Dallas —Texas Young Zionists; English 
speaking; for men and women; Treasurer, 
Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary, Miss Anna 
Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio —Bnai Zion; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, B. 
Muravln, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk —Norfolk Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men only; dues, $0.00 
per year and insurance; President. Louis 
Tabakln; Secretary, M. S. Jaffe, 9332 Wood 
Street. 

WISCONSIN. 

Appleton—Shamrey Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. II. Greenberg; Sec’y, A. L. Jacobs. 

Beloit—Muzkire Zion Gate; President, S. 
Kapitanoff; Secretary, E. Balabon. 

Eau Claire—Chippewa Valley Zion Gate; 
President, M. M. Horn ; Secretary, P. Cooks. 

Fond du Lac—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Manis; Secretary, H. Manis. 

Green Bay—Ahavath Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, J. L. Levitas; Sec’y, Miss R. Levine. 

The Sons and Daughters of Zion; Presi¬ 


dent, I. A. Abrams; Secretary, Miss J. Aik. 

Hurley —Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President, 
Louis Ladln; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hur¬ 
ley. 

Kenosha—Kenosha Zion Gate; President, 
J. D. Rosenblum ; Secretary, B. Cohen. 

Madison—Zionist Society of Madison; 
President,’ Saul Kasdin; Secretary, Philip 
Silversteln. 

Manitowoc—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Schwartz; Secretary, Mrs. E. Harris. 

Marahfield—B’Ncy Zion Gate; President, 
R. Miller; Secretary, M. Wilner. 

Marinette—Aliavath Zion Gate; President, 
I. H. Solomon; Secretary, H. Hankln. 

Milwaukee—Jehudah Halevi Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, L. Shapiro; Secretary, H. Seldelinan. 

Hat.lkwah Gate; President, Miss S. H. 
Manhoff; Secretary, Miss I. L. Margoles. 

Oshkosh—Had rath Zion Gate; President, 
M. Block; Secretary, Mrs. D. S. Callin. 

Sheboygan—Choveve Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. Balkansky; Secretary, S. L. Moses. 

Stevens Point—Dorshei Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. Shafton; Secretary, S. Goldberg. 


Superior—Agudath Zion Gate; President. 
H. Aronsohn; Secretary, Miss C. Kaner. 

Those residing In a place where no Zion¬ 
ist Society exists may become members at 
large of the Wisconsin State League of 
Zionist Societies, by fraying Three ($3.00) 
Dollars per year. This will entitle them 
to either the Maecnbaean (an English 
Monthly Magazine) or Dos Ylddlshe Folk 
(a Jewish weekly Newspaper), as well as 
all other literature pertaining to Zionism— 
the same as organized societies receive. 
Communicate with Ben Elman, Secretary, 
16 Hancock Street, Madison, Wis. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English 
speaking; for men and women; dues. 25 
cents per month; meets twice a month; 
President, Charles Levy; Secretary, Miss 
R. S. Baum, 163 Huron Street. 

Vancouver —Vancouver Zionist and Soic&l 
Society; English speaking; for men; Secre¬ 
tary, Edward Miller, 61 Cordova Street. W. 

Yarmouth, N. S.—Bnel B’noth Zion; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men and 
women; meets once a month; dues $2.20 
yearly; President, Max S. Smofsky; Secre¬ 
tary, Rev. A. Waingar, Yarmouth, N. S. 
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THE HADASSAH SCHOOL 
OF ZIONISM 
By Jessie E. Sampter 

(Continued from page 16 .) 
mean disgrace. Shall we not set 
ourselves the task of developing 
a form for this enlistment and 
service? 

We mean to do no less than 
transform American Zionism, to 
make definite and articulate the 
ideal that has often been too 
vague and effervescent. We want 
to encourage no Zionist dilletant- 
ism. Zionism is a passion and a 
vision of life. To study Zionism 
is to study Jewish life and history 
from the right end, from the pres¬ 
ent. And no one can be an effec¬ 
tive force in . -ionist cause, 
the Tewish cause, who has not the 
patience and depth . study 

‘and understand the ideal he 
serves. 

Just Out — 

Theodor Herzl 

A Biography for Young 
Judaeans 

By EMANUEL NEUMANN 

A sixteen page pamphlet, pro¬ 
fusely illustrated, written in a 
live, easy and fascinating style. 

Single Copy, . 10c 

Club Orders (25 or more) 5c 
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1 THE FIRST TIME ON THE YIDDISH STAGE 

DR. THEODOR HERZL’S MASTERPIECE 

DAS NEUE GHETTO 

(In Four Acts) 

Presented by BORIS THOMASHEFSKY and his company 

at the 

Thomashefsky Theatre, 2nd Avenue and Houston Street 
on the occasion of the 
AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN ZIONISTS' 

Theatre benefit, October 25th, 1916. 


* 

: 


Tickets to be obtained at the Club Rooms of the Austro- 
Hungarian Zionists, -hi East 3rd Street, and at the Federation 
office, 41 E.ast 23rd Street. 
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Annual Ball 

of the 

Zionist 

Council 

of Greater New York 
will be held 

November 19, 1916 

at the 

Central Opera House 

67th Street and 3rd Avenue. 

No New York Zionist 
should fail to be present at 
this great Zionist gathering. 

Tickets to be had at the 
office of the Zionist Council, 
44 East 23rd Street; the 
Austro-Hungarian Zionists, 
43 East 3rd Street; the 
Hashachar, 1258 Boston 
Road, Bronx; the Zionist 
Headquarters, 234 Sackman 
Street, Brownsville, N. Y. 
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I VIEWS AND COMMENTS I 




David Wolffsohn 

AVID WOLFFSOHN passed away 
just as the great world war broke 
out. His departure did not receive 
the attention it merited. A few words 
of eulogy were expressed; a few tributes 
were paid to the remarkable personality, 
who had built up the Zionist organiza¬ 
tion. But no permanent record or im¬ 
pression was made in Jewish history to 
indicate the love and affection and ap¬ 
preciation felt by all Zionists for the 
great self-sacrifices of David Wolffsohn, 
who in the midst of physical suffering 
and with indomitable courage played his 
part unfalteringly and against tremend¬ 
ous odds. His first anniversary passed, 
and now we come to the second anni¬ 
versary of his death. We give in this 
issue a number of appreciations written 
by friends who knew what he had to 
contend with. We hope that all Zionist 
societies will utilize the occasion to take 
note in a public manner of the anniver¬ 
sary of the death of the man who main¬ 
tained unflinchingly all that Herzl 
brought into Jewish life, and not only 
left his trust unimpaired, but with added 
wealth and prestige. 

Peace Agreement Accepted 
in Part Only 

The Jewish Congress Committee rec¬ 
ommended that the peace agreement 
with the Conference of National Jewish 
Organizations be accepted, but the dele¬ 
gates to the Philadelphia Preliminary 
Conference accepted only part of the 
agreement, rejecting all changes relative 
to the program and declining to sanc¬ 
tion the right of national organizations 
to be represented in the Congress. There 
were many split ballots, and the vote 
was close. In effect, the Congress com¬ 
mittee now stands bound to the Phila¬ 
delphia program. It cannot agree to a 
Congress limited by constitutional pro- 
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hibition as to the subjects that may be 
discussed. It is an open question 
whether the committee may in negotia¬ 
tions with the Hotel Astor Conference 
concede its point that the Congress be 
limited in duration. It certainly cannot 
concede the exclusion of national rights. 
The referendum returns show conclusive¬ 
ly that the delegates to the Philadelphia 
conference stand pat on a free and sov¬ 
ereign Congress. They have not altered 
their position and peace does not con¬ 
fuse them. The Congress Committee 
will now' present the results of the ref¬ 
erendum to Hotel Astor Conference and 
await its reply. The next move belongs 
to Mr. Marshall. 
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The Zionist Referendum 

The executive committee of the Fed¬ 
eration of American Zionists declined to 
influence its constituents on the peace 
agreement. The official delegates of the 
Zionist organization to the Philadelphia 
Conference were asked to abide by in¬ 
structions to be formulated by the Zion¬ 
ist societies affiliated with the Federation 
and its branches. A referendum was or¬ 
dered. The returns show that a major¬ 
ity of Zionist societies voted against the 
peace agreement, and our delegates so 
voted as delegates to the Philadelphia 
Conference. The Federation executive 
committee felt that any stand it would 
take on the agreement might be misin¬ 
terpreted; it might have been said that 
the Zionist leaders were for or against 
peace, and the critics of this or that 
party would have charged the Zionists 
with responsibility for the acceptance or 
rejection of the peace. Whether that was 
the best policy remains to be seen. Un¬ 
der the circumstances there was nothing 
else to do. 

The Value of the Votes 

Whether you are pleased with the re¬ 
turns on the vote in the Jewish Con¬ 
gress, or not, every one interested in the 
development of a healthy Jewish public 
opinion will be gratified with the educa¬ 
tional results. Never before in the his¬ 
tory of American Jewry have so many 
Jews been called upon to express their 
opinions on a Jewish question by voting 
in person. The Congress referendum 
was participated in by over 240 dele¬ 
gates. Over one-third of these delegates 
were sent to the Philadelphia Prelimi¬ 
nary Conference by local Congress com¬ 
mittees. These committees held meet¬ 
ings and by a majority vote instructed 
their delegates. Mass meetings were 
held, at which the audiences voted how 
their local delegates were to vote on 
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tlie peace agreement. The Zionist or¬ 
ganization sent out a referendum to all 
affiliated societies. It may be said that 
not less than 100,000 Jews participated, 
directly or indirectly, in the formation 
of the opinion expressed on the peace 
agreement. Involved in this vote were 
a number of issues: National or group 
rights, a free or limited Congress, dem¬ 
ocracy, direct representation, the per¬ 
manence of the Congress, constructive 
relief and immigration. For the first 
time in our history Jews were asked to 
declare themselves publicly on questions 
that involve the future of Jewish life. 
Certainly the discussion, the propaganda 
in the press, the mass meetings, clarified 
the ideas of thousands of Jews. The 
Congress movement has been the most 
effective educational undertaking in our 
generation. 

The ''Terrible Infant” 

A word is due the part played by the 
Poale Zion in the Congress movement, 
and especially in connection with the re¬ 
jection of the peace agreement. Our 
friends in that party, the “infants ter- 
ribles,” have been the stalwart guardians 
of all things radical in the Congress 
movement. They have declared for prin¬ 
ciples time and again, and just at the 
moment of victory they weaken on their 
principles and become the advocates of 
'ompromise. They lack the power of 
sensing a victory. For example: They 
were in favor of an open program, free 
and unlimited. But when it seemed that 
a large body of Jewish opinion could he 
secured for an open program they in¬ 
sisted that the Congress must, specifical¬ 
ly, include a clause about the Jewish 
homeland in Palestine. That was their 
constitutional prohibition. They favored 
an open program, but unless they were 
guaranteed that Palestine as a homeland 
would be unconditionally brought up, 
they would raise a rumpus. Then, when 
they encountered the radical working¬ 
men, they compromised on the homeland 
proposition, and accepted instead an in¬ 
coherent statement about national insti¬ 
tutions and were satisfied with it, for¬ 
getting that at the same time they had 
agreed to a Congress exclusively for Jew¬ 
ish rights. With that compromise they 
came to the Congress Committee and, 
aided by Pincus Rutenberg. insisted that 
it be accepted verbatim. When the Con¬ 
gress Committee accepted the com¬ 
promise, not in its entirety, but in prin¬ 
ciple. and they saw that the National 
Workmen’s Committee, in spite of that, 
refused to amalgamate with the Congress 
Committee, there were many Poale Zion¬ 
ists who were of the erpinion that there 
could be two co-ordinate Congress Com¬ 
mittees co-operating: there were others, 
however, who insisted that the National 
Workmen’s Committee had broken faith. 
The latter seceded from the Workmen’s 
Committee and began a terrifving cam¬ 
paign to force the Congress Committee 
to call the preliminary conference. 
Rutenberg went West and persuaded the 
Middle Western Committee to issue an 
ultimatum that unless the preliminary 
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conference was called at once they them¬ 
selves would call such a conference. 
When the Congress Committee called the 
preliminary conference these same men 
urged that something be done to bring 
in the opposing elements, and on the day 
when the Philadelphia conference was 
convened Rutenberg came with a com¬ 
promise, not with the National Work¬ 
men’s Committee, but with the Ameri¬ 
can Jewish Committee! This compromise 
of Rutenberg’s was rejected by the Poale 
Zion, but after the Philadelphia confer¬ 
ence many of them insisted that negotia¬ 
tions with the American Jewish Com¬ 
mittee must be continued. When an in¬ 
vitation was received from the Hotel 
Astor Conference to send a committee 
there, they favored it. although it was 
a foregone conclusion that if such a com¬ 
mittee were sent some peace compromise 
was inevitable. When the Hotel Astor 
Conference invited the Congress Com¬ 
mittee to appoint peace commissioners 
the Poale Zion did not object. When 
the peace commissioners reported the 
Poale Zion did not raise any of the 
points they raised later on; they had 
nothing to say about group rights, they 
wanted constructive relief; they had 
nothing to say about the permanence 
of the Congress, they did not want na¬ 
tional organizations represented by more 
than one-fourth of the delegates. They 
did not appear when the peace agree¬ 
ment was accepted by the Congress Com¬ 
mittee. But when the Congress Com¬ 
mittee referred the peace agreement to 
the delegates to the Philadlphia Con¬ 
ference they at once decided, through 
their CK, that the peace agreement must 
be rejected. Now that the peace agree¬ 
ment is rejected, we expect to find the 
Poale Zion agitating that further nego¬ 
tiations be begun, in order that some¬ 
thing may be set up which they may 
again attack. 

They Forgot a Trifle 

Their trunks are parked, but they have 
no passports. That is. they have pass¬ 
ports, but Mr. Felix M. Warburg forgot 
to get them vised by the German Gov¬ 
ernment. And thus it is that Messrs. 
Abel, Abramowitz, Billikopf, Bogin and 
Panken are cooling their heels in the 
vicinity of Hoboken; they do not know 
whether they are here—in the Land of 
the Free—or there, on the broad ocean 
looking toward the occunied territories. 
These passports were a trivial matter. It 
did not enter Mr. Warburg's mind to in¬ 
quire about them until a few days before 
the commission was to have sailed. Dur¬ 
ing all this time the commissioners were 
going through the horrible experiences 
of the banqueted. Rabbi Abramowitz 
was banqueted by his orthodox friends, 
who said farewell to him with feeling. 
Mr. Panken was given a series of ban¬ 
quets that impaired his otherwise good 
digestion, by trades unions, by the “honor¬ 
able” Forwards Associations and others. 
Mr. Ahel, a modest man, modestly and 
quietly was given a farewell in a restau¬ 
rant by his closest friends. They were 
ready to go, but Mr. Warburg forgot 


that you must have a passport vised be¬ 
fore it is really a valid and useful docu¬ 
ment. Mr. Warburg s earnest desire that 
the commission proceed to Berlin to as¬ 
sist Dr. Magnes in his arduous labors is 
indicated by his efficient handling of the 
passport incident. 

The Emergency Fund 

The budget of the Provisional Zionist 
Committee for this year has been com¬ 
piled. It shows that not less than $240,- 
000 will be required to meet all its obliga¬ 
tions; what it has undertaken to con¬ 
tribute to Palestine, what it will give for 
the maintenance of the international or¬ 
ganization and what it will require to 
carry on Zionist work in this country 
and to make possible the collection of the 
sum needed. This is a large undertaking, 
practically a doubling of last year's bud¬ 
get. It means that the Zionists will have 
to increase their efficiency, enlarge their 
organization. It is surprising how few 
Zionists, active on behalf of the Emer¬ 
gency Fund, understand w-hat that Fund 
is designed to do. They think that the 
Emergency Fund aims merely to send 
money to Palestine. They forget that 
the Emergency Fund has been used not 
only to maintain life, but also to make 
that life self-supporting, or, at least, 
make it contributory to its own support. 
The term constructive relief has been 
brought into Jewish life by the Pro¬ 
visional Committee. And not only is it 
necessary that money for relief be sent 
to Palestine; the committee has, by act¬ 
ing as transmitting agent, sent into Pal¬ 
estine during the past year about half a 
million dollars, sent by individuals to 
friends and relatives, thus in a natural 
way bringing new life into Palestine. All 
this work has been done at the expense 
of the Emergency Fund. Furthermore, 
in order that these large sums may get 
into Palestine safely it has been neces¬ 
sary to keep the channel clear of ob¬ 
structions; this involved the maintenance 
of an agency in Constantinople and other 
expenses in belligerent countries. And 
if the Zionist organization is to main¬ 
tain its position and exercise its in¬ 
fluence in Jewish life, which reacts upon 
the collections, the organization must 
also be maintained without any diminu¬ 
tion of its powers. This means that 
wherever necessary our influence must 
be strengthened, our organs of public 
agitation must be supported and every¬ 
thing that tends to make Zionism a 
power must, for the sake of the immedi¬ 
ate results as well as for the permanent 
effect, receive some attention from the 
Provisional Committee. All this means 
a complicated, and not simple operation. 
By disseminating correct information 
Ziomsts will be doing a great service to 
the Emergency Fund. Knowledge of 
what we are doing is bound to bring sup¬ 
port. We hope that Zionists will at once 
begin their work for the year, and that 
as the first step they acquaint themselves 
with the things done by the Emergency 
Fund for the maintenance of the Zionist 
position. 

The Reviewer 
September, ipi6 
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David Wolffsohn 


By DR. MAX NORDAU 





]HILST I, a fugitive from hearth and 
home, separated from all that are dear 
to me, was listening with an anxious 
heart to the thunder that resounded 
across the Continent, a friend who 
received the “Jewish Chronicle” 
_ brought me, early in October, 1914, 
the news tnat David Wolffsohn had died fourteen 
days previously. The news overwhelmed me. It even 
made me forget for a moment the tremendous events 
of which we are the astounded witnesses. I know 
that my poor friend had been ailing severely. He had 
been suffering for some years, but the news had been 
more favorable just before the outbreak of the war. 
Since then I had not been able to hear anything from 
him, as there was no further postal communication 
between Germany and France. He had been dead 
fourteen days, and I had no knowledge of it. Letters 
and telegrams from friends in Holland, England, 
Switzerland, Austria and Germany, who wished to 
inform me of Wolffsohn’s decease, reached me in 
some cases after five weeks, and in other cases not at 
all. And in the daily newspapers which are accessible 
to me here I found not a word about the sad event. 
They mention every lieutenant of six or seven foreign 
armies who has fallen on the battlefield; but for a 
great Jew whom the world lost too soon, they cannot 
spare a line. We alone bewail our dead. It is there¬ 
fore all the more our sacred duty to mourn for them 
and to honor them as they deserve. 

I shall write only a few words about Wolffsohn, 
over whose coffin the grave has closed without my 
being able to throw even a handful of earth; a few 
words, but honestly felt. I shall refrain from hyper¬ 
bole : it would have seriously displeased the friend 
who was taken from us, for he was simple and mod¬ 
est, and the consciousness of his own worth never 
degenerated into an overestimation of himself. 

It is not my intention to sum up the place that 
David Wolffsohn occupied in Zionism, or to describe 
the ideas and actions that characterized his seven 
years’ direction of the affairs of our organization. 1 
could not do it without exercising some criticism, 
without tempering praise with reserve, without refer¬ 
ring to questions of the day and ruffling the suscepti¬ 
bilities of the living—all of which I want to avoid. 
No strange note shall be heard in my lamentation for 
the dead; my grief shall be restrained and shall not be 
diverted by a discussion of the objects of Zionism and 
of the various methods of its solution. 

The great creative spirits, like Moses, who cement 
a multitude of human beings into a people, determine 
its fortunes right into an invisible future and endow 
it with life’s ideals, the courage of existence and the 
strength of self-support occupy a peculiar place in 
history. They remain solitary, dominating, free from 
all possible comparison. Still they must have suc¬ 
cessors, for the people cannot dispense with leader¬ 
ship, and the legacy of the great departed must be 
fostered and administered. Herzl had a nature like 
that of Moses. Wolffsohn would have regarded it as 
blasphemy had anybody wished to place him beside 
the creator of the Zionist congresses and organiza¬ 


tion. But he was the Joshua of this Moses, and that 
certainly constitutes sufficient fame for him. 

Wolffsohn had one of the finest qualities of a com¬ 
plete man; he was capable of unreserved admiration 
and self-forgetful submission. He looked up to Herzl 
with a veneration bordering on devotion and fervor; 
he willingly made himself a servant of his plans and 
intentions, and found his complete moral and spiritual 
satisfaction in placing at the disposal of the beloved 
leader, in indefatigable self-sacrifice, everything that 
he possessed in respect of strength and wealth, energy 
in the execution of carefully conceived plans, experi¬ 
ence and dexterity in the practical work of organiza¬ 
tion, cleverness, astuteness and knowledge of the 
world and of mankind. He was the embodiment of 
that Nibelungen loyalty, which the Teuton claims as 
the heroic virtue of his race and which he certainly 
would not admire so highly and praise so loudly if it 
were not so rare among his people. Among us Jews, 
it is comparably more frequent, and Wolffsohn has 
given us a splendid example of it. 

Herzl appreciated the unconditional devotion of his 
follower, and favored him in return with his complete 
confidence. He initiated him into his most secret and 
final plans. He disclosed to him without reluctance 
even the veiled chimeras, which he would never have 
liked to show to others, even near friends, lest he 
should appear an incomprehensible dreamer in their 
eyes. He made him his executor, guardian of his chil¬ 
dren, and receiver and keeper of his diaries, to which 
the public cannot yet lay any claim. And when he 
passed away Wolffsohn suddenly found himself the 
cynosure of all eyes. For many years he had been in 
the shadow. Now he stood in the glaring sunlight, 
which had hitherto shone exclusively on his leader, 
and this brightness, this glamor terrified him. For 
all ostentation was alien and repulsive to him; he 
recognized his limitations and his modesty was noble 
and touching. At the death of Herzl he was forced to 
direct the affairs of the Zionist Organization, whether 
he wished it or not, as they could not be left in the 
lurch; but he could not grasp the idea of undertaking 
the leadership with all due form and ceremony, and 
of becoming the proper successor of Herzl. When, 
in May, 1905, he came with Dr. Katzenelsohn, Dr. 
Bodenheimer and other friends to me at Carlsbad, 
where, owing to severe illness, I was undergoing a 
cure, and urged me with a vehemence which I was 
then almost too weak to resist, to take upon myself 
the leadership of the movement, he literally, lost all 
self-control when I exclaimed: “What a mistake you 
are making, my dear friend! Don’t you see that you, 
and you alone, are the chosen one, the predestined 
guardian, the natural testamentary heir, and even the 
intestate heir of Herzl?” It needed long persuasion 
before he could make up his mind to yield to my argu¬ 
ments. Even when the subsequent Congress thor¬ 
oughly shared my opinion and elected him constitu¬ 
tionally as President of the Inner Actions Committee 
(Central Executive), he had not yet risen to a proper 
sense of the legitimateness of his leadership, and he 
wanted to regard himself merely as a sort of regent 
for the temporary discharge of the leadership. 
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By PROF. OTTO WARBURG 

(Translated by Lotta Levensohn.) 


AVID WOLFFSOHN, intimate of 
Herzl and his loyal comrade-in-arms, 
bound up with the fortunes of the 
political Zionist movement from its 
very beginnings as few ever were, 
survived him by a single decade. 

Far asunder were the paths by 
which these valiant champions reached the common 
goal. A modern of the moderns, Herzl had been 
reared in an un-Jewish milieu, and spent his early 
manhood in the strongholds of scepticism and agnosti¬ 
cism. His return to Judaism was the outcome of his 
vital experience, of almost intuitive mental processes 
plus an aesthetic concept. Herzl became a Zionist 
because, as a dignified Jew, he needed a reasoned 
Jewish philosophy to counteract the unmanly attitude 
and the mongrelized ideas of the assimilationist Jews 
of his period. As an artist he craved harmony as well 
as spiritual satisfaction. And it was the beauty and 
the harmony of the Zionist idea that most attracted 
him. Penetrating to the farthest reaches of Zionism, 
he strove to fashion a structure of classic perfection. 

Wolffsohn’s case was quite different. His relation 
to Zionist ideas was much more elementary and nat¬ 
ural. Herzl’s 
Zionism was 
a synthesis 
of his per¬ 
sonal tem¬ 
perament, 
logical intel¬ 
lectual pro¬ 
cesses and an 
aesthetic im¬ 
perative. The 
Z i o n i s m 
of Wolffsohn 
was an un¬ 
conscious, or¬ 
ganic growth. 

It slumbered within him from his childhood and 
needed only to be roused, full-grown, to become the 
primary motive of his life. One might almost say 
that Wolffsohn was a born Zionist. He never needed 
to ask hisclf whv he was a Zionist. At most he would 
have replied with a counter-question: How can a 
Jew be anything hut a Zionist? He might have said 
with Catullus: I hate and I love. Why, do you ask? 

I feel the urge, and I must yield. Wolffsohn was not. in 
the narrow sense of the word, a propagandist. Uncon¬ 
sciously, he impressed even non-Zionists with his dig¬ 
nified personality, his steadfastness and the strength 
of his Zionist conviction. He was a brilliant, living 
example of the creative and evolutionary force of 
Zionism. But he was far from adducing reasons for 
the rightness or the logical imperativeness of the 
Zionist idea, simply because it was a matter of course 
to him. 

Wolffsohn was the son of a Lithuanian teacher and 
Talmudist, .steeped in the Jewish spirit from his earl¬ 
iest youth. His environment was saturated with Jew¬ 
ish tradition. His upbringing in the C'heder and the 
Beth Hamedrash made him take “Judischkeit,” with 
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its implications of Zion, for granted. Hardly more 
than a child when he entered a business firm in 
Memel, beyond the Russian border, his bond with 
Jewish thought remained unbroken. Dr. Riilf, the 
well-known scholar and rabbi, became his adviser, and 
exercised much influence upon his intellectual devel¬ 
opment. He kept up his close contact with things 
Jewish when he removed to Cologne, in Western Ger¬ 
many, where, as a successful lumber merchant, he 
soon obtained considerable recognition. This is not 
the place to discuss the qualities which brought him 
commercial success—his perspicacity, his energy, his 
integrity. It is characteristic that with all his extra¬ 
commercial pursuits he was essentially a merchant, 
who loved his calling. He often said that he would 
not bequeath large sums to his relatives so as not to 
deprive them of the joys of achieving success through 
their own initiative and energy. 

It was natural for such a man to join the Choveve 
Zion movement as soon as it undertook practical 
work. In 1894 he co-operated with Dr. Bodenheimer 
in organizing a Palestine colonization society in 
Cologne as a branch of the Choveve Zion, which, as 
long as he was actively connected with it, raised con¬ 
siderable sums every year. 

When Herzl’s “ J udenstaat’’ appeared Wolffsohn 
was among the first to place himself at the disposal of 
Herzl for the translation of his ideas into action. He 
offered his services to Herzl in the most modest, self- 
obliterating way. Although in Jewish learning and 
in practical excprience he far outranged Herzl, he 
subordinated himself unreservedly to the leader’s cre¬ 
ative genius. During the early Congresses he never 
appeared in the public eye. A certain timidity re¬ 
strained him, so that his name is rarely to be found in 
the minutes of those Congresses. He used to boast 
later, rather humorously, that in those days when it 
happened to be necessary he had acted as doorkeeper. 
Very few are aware that Herzl entrusted the organi¬ 
zation of the first Congress (1897), which went off so 
admirably, to Wolffsohn. Herzl always expressed 
supreme confidence in Wolffsohn’s character and abil¬ 
ities. And rightly so. For, with his rapid grasp and 
wise counsel, Wolffsohn usually succeeded in recon¬ 
ciling the most divergent views and in adjusting even 
the most serious personal differences. A keen psy¬ 
chologist, he penetrated quickly to the core of a mat¬ 
ter and had the power of clear presentation. His mild 
manner and the weight of his experience almost 
always mollified passions, lie always knew how to 
strike the right chord in each contestant. 

Wolffsohn was the mediator in the party conflicts 
that arose within the movement. In the dangerous 
Uganda crisis he exerted himself to the utmost—and 
not without results—to bridge the serious differences 
of opinion. 

His abilities were most valuable in the solution of 
organization problems. For instance, when the plans 
for the founding of the Jewish Colonial Trust were 
at a precarious stage, it was Wolffsohn who gave 
tangible form to the undertaking. He did not content 
himself with that, however, but became the very soul 
of the institution. He was generally recognized as 
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the guardian of the bank; and although himself not a 
banker, assumed the laborious task of receiving sub¬ 
scriptions. But he found his reward at the Second 
Congress, in 1898, when he was able to announce that 
4,000,000 francs had been subscribed before the 
statutes were published. It was not only natural, but 
fortunate, that Hcrzl chose him to head the adminis¬ 
tration of the bank, which was his pet institution to 
the day of his death. The bank was almost sacred in 
Wolffsohn’s sight, and nothing exasperated him more 
than the least suspicion that someone wanted to use 
its funds for irrelevant purposes, or to invest in un¬ 
businesslike undertakings. Personally he was gen¬ 
erous, even lavish, in meeting what he considered the 
justified claims of the various administrative branches 
of the movement, but he was adamant when the use 
of the bank funds was suggested for such purposes. 
One might almost say that the value of his services 
to the bank w'as impaired by his seeing enemies 
where there were none, and scenting imaginary 
designs upon the treasure in his charge. 

Herzl consulted with Wolffsohn not only on prob¬ 
lems of organization and finance, but made him his 
confident and constant adviser in political affairs. 
Herzl took him along on trips to London, Constanti¬ 
nople and Palestine. Wolffsohn was present at the 
meeting with the German Emperor. He was the 
silent partner in many an important enterprise con¬ 
ceived by Herzl’s creative spirit. Until Herzl’s death 
Wolffsohn regarded himself as the Palladin of the 
great man, without other ambition than to serve him 
—and through him the Zionist cause—selflessly and 
with all his might. 

Wolffsohn w r as, of course, strongly influenced by 
his constant intercourse with Herzl's unusual person¬ 
ality. His youthful aptness at learning never left 
him, and to the end he had a remarkable pow r er of 
assimilating new knowledge. And so Wolffsohn out¬ 
grew himself with amazing rapidity; that is to say, 
his latent talents unfolded to a degree unimaginable 
had he limited himself to commercial pursuits. 
Thanks to the Zionist movement and the long asso¬ 
ciation with Herzl, Wolffsohn became what we know 
him—a man of wide horizon, of perspective, with an 
all-absorbing ideal. 

Nor did Herzl remain uninfluenced by his contact 
with Wolffsohn. His return to Judaism, his penetra¬ 
tion into its essence must be ascribed to Wolffsohn’s 
influence in large degree. How high Wolffsohn stood 
in Herzl’s esteem is proved by his personification as 
“David Littwak” in the novel “Altneuland.” Above 
all, Herzl appointed him guardian of his children. 

That Wolffsohn kept faith with Herzl beyond the 
grave we all know. He was like a father to Herzl’s 
children. Indeed, after they had lost their mother 
Wolffsohn’s house became as a second parents’ home 
to them. 

That he administered Herzl’s estate painstakingly 
hardly needs to be mentioned. He arranged for a 
suitable edition of Herzl’s Zionist writings and sought 
to keep the memory of the noble departed alive in his 
children. 

Not only in the fulfillment of these duties did Wolff¬ 
sohn prove his loyalty to the great leader, but he 
guided his rule of life by the other’s ideas. It could 
not have been easy for him at the Seventh Congress 
to jump into the breach and take over the leadership 
of the Zionist movement. Though his self-confidence 
had increased in the course of eight years of Zionist 
activity, he could not know whether he would be able 
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to master the numerous lifficulties involved In tie 
leadership of the movement, be had learned only too 
well during those years to know the strength of the 
obstacles to be overcome if the machinery of the 
movement was to be kept even partially in action. 
Besides, it was impossible for him to leave Cologne. 
His means did not permit him to retire from business, 
and he always refused on principle to accept compen¬ 
sation from the movement. This was not only be¬ 
cause the finances of the movement could not then 
have stood the strain, but because he regarded his 
services as a free-will offering to the movement. His 
chief motive in accepting the onerous task of leader¬ 
ship was to ensure the guiding of the movement in 
the spirit of Herzl. 

Whatever be one’s opinion of the six years’ admin¬ 
istration at Cologne no one can say that the move¬ 
ment was diverted into strange bypaths. It might 
perhaps be said that new ideas were not acceptable 
there—which is only partly true, and not necessarily 
a reproach; but no one can deny that the lines of the 
Herzlian movement were strictly adhered to. Wolff¬ 
sohn administered Herzl’s political bequest faithfully. 
Everyone who stood close to him knows that that 
was not easy. Attacks were not lacking, but he was 
not conquered. Rather, his powers were steeled and 
his spiritual growth during those years was marvel¬ 
ous. He even became a good Zionist agitator, and his 
trip to South Africa took on the character of a tri¬ 
umphal tour. The institutions established in Herzl’s 
time—the Jewish Colonial Trust and the Jewish 
National Fund—grew mightily in Wolffsohn’s admin¬ 
istration. We can only hope that the bank and the 
national fund, as well as the institutions established 
under Wolffsohn’s aegis is for practical Palestinian 
work, will weather the storms of our time. 

At the Congresses Wolffsohn was unflinching. He 
appeared there as a powerful personality, iron-willed, 
fearlessly meeting numerous opponents single-handed, 
fighting them as a brilliant debater—and usually win¬ 
ning out. His audiences were always with him, be¬ 
cause instinctively they recognized his manliness and 
power and honored him as the actual leader of the 
movement. There, too, he showed himself a worthy 
successor of Herzl. It was characteristic of Herzl 
that he always gladly forgot and forgave after the 
heat of the strife. Wolffsohn, too, quickly forgot all 
differences, and at the evening gatherings—often in 
his own very hospitable home—delighted everyone 
with his sunny disposition and genial chat. 

He had something else in common with Herzl: 
Greatness in sorrows When he lost his brave helpmate 
we silently asked ourselves how r this strong spirit, at 
whose own body a grave disease already gnawed, 
would bear the severest blow" of his life. It w r as a 
happy surprise for us when he undertook to preside at 
the Vienna Congress, and all were astounded at the 
endurance and power he brought to the trying task. 

At that time we hoped that he would overcome dis¬ 
ease as he had overcome sorrow, that he would long 
remain our leader. Though everyday routine might 
no longer be expected of him, we hoped to have him 
as the President of the Congresses and as our true and 
wise counsellor. But that w r as not to be. He met 
Plerzl’s fate, lie, too, was taken from us almost in 
the fullness of his strength, at an age when he still 
had much to give. Yet wrn may not lament too much. 
Let us rather rejoice for the time he was ours. May 
the memory of Wolffsohn, even as the memory of 
Herzl, stir us to do him honor with true Zionist 
service. 
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A Tribute to David Wolffsohn 

By JACOBUS N. &ANN 


was the most efficient of us all. Owing 
o his immense intelligence he grasped 
t once the substance of everything that 
ras put before him. Apart from that 
ie was exceedingly kind-hearted. His 
latural goodness gave him no rest when- 
ver he heard of the suffering of others. 
And he was brave. He gave himself wholly to the Jewish 
people, and never spared himself. 

When, in Scheveningen, in the summer of 1904 . 
he learned of the death of Herzl he utterly broke down. 
He came to me and wept like a child. He could not be 
pacified. He wept over his dear friend and over the 
great man the Jewish people had lost. A few days 
later, when we entered the house of the great deceased, 


devotion to the cause entitled him. The congresses in 
The Haag, Hamburg, Basel and Vienna were the land¬ 
marks of his thorny path, hut also of his victory. For 
he was great and strong. He was the master of the con¬ 
gresses. His personality grew in the congress-arena. He 
made an almost superhuman effort to preserve the 
organization of the Jewish People, instituted by the 
Zionist movement. And thanks to his authority, recog¬ 
nized alike by friend and adversary, he succeeded in his 
object. 

He intended to write his memoirs. None of us passed 
through so many experiences as he. He did not realize 
his wish. Death took him by surprise. But his corre¬ 
spondence is preserved, and his faithful secretary, Dr. 




WOLFFSOHN PRESIDING OVER THE ZIONIST CONGRESS. 


his strength failed him. He found it physically impos¬ 
sible to go up the stairs of the house where he lived 
through so many great and noble moments. At that 
moment he changed. What followed I might call “the 
ten years of sufferings of David Wolffsohn.” Pie was 
never again as happy as in the time of Plerzl. Indeed 
not from ambition, rather as a duty deposed on him, 
he took over Hcrzl’s heritage. 

Our old defects were again revealed. We were no 
longer united. Zangwill, the great writer, left the Zionist 
movement, and in his own camp Wolffsohn did not find 
the support to which his efficiency and his whole-hearted 
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Robinsohn, made copious notes of Wolffsohn's dis¬ 
closures in occasional conversations. 

I was privileged to spend with him three days in 
Hertenstein, near Lucern. He splendidly recuperated 
and began making plans for the future. He was going 
to build a house in Jaffa and live in Palestine. There 
were, however, moments of intense depression, particu¬ 
larly after the death of his wife. How tragic was his 
death! He died two years after his wife, and at a time 
when the entire world seemed to smash to pieces. To 
us Zionists he was the central point of gravitation. He 
was the head of a family- that is now orphaned. 
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A Page in Memoriam 

By DR. M. J. BODENHEIMER 


STATELY, powerful, manly figure, this 
is how I saw Wolffsohn when 1 first met 
him, and so he continues to live in my 
memory. This was twenty-seven years 
ago, when the Berlin, and later, the 
Cologne Society for Jewish History and 
Literature, awakened the German Jews 
to new epoch-making life. I saw him for the first time 
at one of our most brilliant evenings, when the whole 
Jewish community of Cologne thronged into the Wolken- 
burff to listen to the fine little talks of Gustav Karpeles on 
the Jewish past. Later, at one of the evening discussions 
in tlie Literary Society, when I was sharply attacked for 
my Jewish national views, he placed himself at my 
side. From that time dates Cologne Zionism and David 
Wolffsohn’s life's work. 

Vigorous and manly he still was when I parted from 
him for life. It was in Homburg on a rather cool day in 
May. Everything bloomed and blossomed around us as 
we strolled for hours along the beautiful promenade. 
Nevertheless, I realized only too well that his vital power 
was broken. But he well managed to delude his sur¬ 
roundings with his sunny wit and cheerful jokes, so that 
there was renewed hope in my breast. How bitter was 
our farew r ell then as he sat in his chair before me pale 
and collapsing, totally exhausted from the hours of ani¬ 
mated conversation. Then I knew that I would never 
again clasp him in my arms. 

It was a short space of time in history this quarter of a 
century of a human life. But what a mighty rise it 
means! When Wolffsohn stepped into the Jewish 
national movement those carrying the banner were a small 
band of enthusiastic youths, one hardly knowing about 
the other. There was one group of friends of Palestine 
in Russia, another in London, a third in Paris. Political 
work, joint endeavors were strange to them. No pro¬ 
gram, no centre existed. There was no leading person¬ 
ality and no united followers. 

When Herzl appeared meteorlike it was allotted to 
Wolffsohn to become his best friend and loyal mentor. 
His heart called himi to this, and the tried safety of his 
cool, well-balanced mind. Wolffsohn clung to Herzl 
more than to his own life, willing to sacrifice himself for 
him if need be; thus, in a moment of supposed danger he 
bared his breast to the hostile weapon. 

And Wolffsohn loved life itself. No one in our circle 
was so filled with the joy of life. The humor with 
which he enlivened his talks was delightful; his wit, 
irony, creative power made it a special pleasure to listen 
to him. In this way it often happened that party-friends, 
calling on him on business, nearly forgot the purpose of 
their visit as they sat for hours listening to his interesting 
conversation and witty description of persons and events. 
Through his strong will power he hoped to overcome his 


weak heart, so that he might be able to devote many more 
years of his life to the leadership of the Jewish people. 
He never considered his activities in public for the 
Zionist movement as concluded. New and brighter times 
were to arise through his energy. One of the most beau¬ 
tiful epochs of my life were those ten years during which, 
as chairman of the Zionist organization in Germany, I 
had the privilege of counting Wolffsohn among my faith¬ 
ful comrades in the administration. He was always 
ready to help me with counsel and deeds. He w r as inde- 
fatigably concerned in the dissemination of the Zionist 
idea in Germany. How hard those first days of our 
work were only a few remember. The experiences of 
those toilsome days formed Wolffsohn’s favorite topic 
of conversation when he sat together with his Zionist 
friends. 

He was often attacked as a political Zionist in contrast 
to the so-called practical Zionists. How- short-sighted 
were his opponents! He was the one who projected prac¬ 
tical work for Palestine, and his entire, often fierce oppo¬ 
sition against the wishes and views of Herzl rested in the 
necessity of creating a positive basis for our work in 
Palestine. Step by step he led Herzl on this course. On 
this point Wolffsohn was the stronger and of an unbend¬ 
ing will, as he understood more about it than did Herzl. 
But he also recognized the towering preponderance of 
his master in the province of diplomacy and politics. 
When he was forced to take over the political leadership 
of the Zionists this was his greatest concern. He dreaded 
the responsibility, and this very fear caused him to sur¬ 
round himself with a circle of co-workers who formerly 
stood in the camp of Herzl’s opponents. Hesitatingly 
and with the greatest caution he followed Herzl’s way. 
Everything that he could not oversee on this way seemed 
to him adventurous and he refused it emphatically. When 
Wolffsohn staked his person he wanted to know whether 
the game was worth the risk. When he was not sure 
of it he closed his heart and hand. He saw his way 
clearly that he had to go when he stepped into Zionism. 
Modest, sagacious and steady, he was as a pupil until he 
comprehended all; energetic, conscious of his aim and of 
a resolute character, he was filled with the responsi¬ 
bility of his leadership; devoted and loyal he was as a 
friend. But also always calculating whether this 
friendship would serve the Cause. The task with 
which he was imbued was fused with his own person. 
Thus the friends of the Cause became his own friends, 
and the Cause of Zionism his own cause. The great, 
as well as the only weakness of his leadership, are due 
to this. 

When Wolffsohn died Zionism was already able to 
stand on its own feet. Mighty was the growth of the 
movement. Tt had its organs and its leaders. May these 
always have before their eyes the great example set by 
Herzl and by his faithful servant and successor. 





T hirty-two 


September , /p/<5 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



By PROF. GOTTHARD DEUTSCH 


HERE is a certain satisfaction in unde¬ 
served failure, perhaps sentimentally 
more than in deserved success; surely 
more than in undeserved success. 
The only true historian whom Juda¬ 
ism produced up to the nineteenth 
century—if we except the great bib¬ 
lical models—was Josephus Flavius. He was a de¬ 
feated general, but he had a right to be proud of his 
past. So had Napoleon, who was also a defeated 
general. 

The opponents of the congress idea warned us from 
the beginning that we, who advise our people to stiffen 
their spinal column, should think of the grave risk we 
are taking. Yet we 
learned our lesson from 
Mordeeai, the pioneer 
lobbyist. 

Honestly speaking, I 
■do not see the red lan¬ 
tern of danger. When 
M. Bark, the late Rus¬ 
sian minister of finance 
was in London, the rep¬ 
resentatives of old-fash¬ 
ioned Anglo-Israel, as¬ 
sociated with Sir Moses 
Montefiore, sought an 
interview. It was denied 
them. M. Bark was too 
busy. He had N. M. 

Rothschild Sons in tow, 
and the Jewish Chron¬ 
icle mildly rebuked Mr. 

ScliifF for his unwise 
-policy in refusing to fol¬ 
low the Rothschild lead. 

In 1846, in the goodness of his heart, Sir Moses 
Montefiore had counselled the Russian Jews to meet 
Nicholas I. half way. Moses Montefiore was an ortho¬ 
dox Jew of the old Leghorn type, as H. J. D. Aguilar 
describes them, a little cold, but sincere in his attach¬ 
ment to his people. Another generation and again 
-another, and we have Sir Francis Montefiore, the 
baronet of the funny paper type, to whom every Ger¬ 
man is a “boche,” be he a Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg 
•or the grandson of Reb Srulze of Sadagora. 

Moses Montefiore meant well. We should honor his 
memory. He might have followed the example of the 
Abudientes, the Ricardos, the D’Aguilars, the Dis¬ 
raelis, etc., but he remained a devout Jew, who testified 
before kings and was not ashamed, who not only gave 
liberally of his possessions, but travelled in Palestine, 
-even in times of plague and in his old age, making 
great sacrifices of comfort. But what was accom¬ 
plished by his visit to Russia, his correspondence with 
“king—then prince—Charles of Rumania, and even his 
famous forman, obtained from Abdul Megid? Shall 
history’s lessons always be wasted? 

In 1894, M. Witte, then Russian minister of finance, 
visited London and negotiated a loan with Messrs. N. 
M. Rothschild Sons. The Jewish Chronicle assured 
-us that the millennium for the Russian Jews had 


dawned. For how could the head of the firm, who 
was also the head of the United Synagogue, have as¬ 
sisted Russia in her troubles, had he not received bind¬ 
ing pledges that the condition of the Czar’s Jewish 
subjects would be improved? What pledges he re¬ 
ceived, we know not; but the expected improvement 
occurred at Kishineff, Homel, Odessa, Bialystok and 
a hundred other places. 

Because we deny that any good can come of the 
old court-Jew methods, can we be accused of aggravat¬ 
ing instead of improving the Russian situation? 

The lessons of history do not bear testimony to the 
efficiency of the court-Jew methods. During the 
Napoleonic ascendancy the Jews of Frankfort on the 

Main, for centuries the 
victims of narrow, bour¬ 
geois politics, received 
their complete emanci¬ 
pation. They even paid 
for it. In lieu of their 
‘‘Schutzgeld” they paid 
the compromise sum of 
40,000 florins. Their 
happiness lasted three 
years. Then the Con¬ 
gress of Vienna assem¬ 
bled. The city authori¬ 
ties protested against the 
legality of a measure 
proclaimed by an 
usurper, and demanded 
that the Jews again be 
placed on the status of 
the “Judenstattigkeit” of 
16 iff. The Jews tried to 
protect their rights. They 
h i r e d the old-fash¬ 
ioned “Shtadlan,” Jacob Baruch, Ludwig Boerne’s 
father, as lobbyist; and he was successful. The Con¬ 
gress passed a resolution, article 16 of the “Congress 
Akte,” July 8 , 1815, which declared that the rights of 
the Jews, acquired up to that time, should remain in 
force. Hardenberg and Metternich gave assurances of 
their determination to enforce this resolution. And 
the final result? The Jews of Frankfort were deprived 
of all political rights, were restricted in their commer¬ 
cial activity, and their marriages were limited to twelve 
per annum, with the proviso that of these twelve only 
two were to marry outsiders. 

The Congress of Berlin in 1878 had to settle the 
Rumanian question. For more than twenty years the 
barbarities perpetrated against the Rumanian Jews had 
filled the columns of the press, and had been the topic 
of interpellations in the parliaments of Europe. Cre- 
niieux, the veteran statesman, took charge of the lobby. 
The result of his effort was an article, passed July 1 , 
1878, declaring that in the new Balkan states no dis¬ 
criminations against any class of citizens should be 
maintained on the ground of their religion. And the 
result was that the resolution was eluded by a simple 
trick. 

These experiences lead to the conclusion that the 
only way left is to try the weight of public opinion. 
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Zionism and The Jewish Law 


By BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 


UDAISM cannot be confined within 
the narrow bounds of a religion as 
ordinarily defined. It differs from 
Catholicism and Protestantism, and is 
unlike any other religious creed, for 
Judaism is far more than a mere faith 
supplemented by rules and regulations 
for the observance of prayers and holidays. Indeed, 
in its genesis and history, Judaism is a peculiar re¬ 
ligion even as the Jews are peculiar people. In our 
own day, religion has become such a necessary con¬ 
venience for easing the conscience and “uplifting” the 
soul, that Judaism cannot be classified as a religion 
at all, without doing violence to its full significance. 
Judaism is a whole system of law —The Jewish Law 
of Life —in which the attempt is made to regulate the 
whole life—conduct of the individual with the avowed 
purpose of building his character, shaping his activities 
and promoting the community life of the people who 
follow its precepts. In modern life, religion is as¬ 
signed to an honored but restricted sphere of influence 
with the injunction not to wander into secular fields. 
But in Jewish history there is no sharp line of dis¬ 
tinction between the religious and the secular, for the 
very simple reason that the whole life of the Jew is 
viewed as religious. 

The Orthodox Jew is commanded by his religion to 
wash before each meal, to prepare his food in accord¬ 
ance with the rules and regulations prescribed by the 
Rabbis, and, in his prayers, to repeat that, in the 
future, “from Zion shall go forth the Law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” These and many 
other Jewish rites cannot be construed as religious 
precepts unless we include in the word “religion,” the 
whole “conduct” of man—his habits, his relation to his 
fellowmen and the aspirations for community life in 
the future. The major part of the intricate pages of 
the Talmud is devoted to discussions and debates, not 
over metaphysical concepts of the Godhead and “faith” 
and “creed,” but to an explanation and elucidation of 
the relationship between man and man—the laws of 
marriage and divorce, contractual rights, tort, criminal 
law and the rights of property. Judaism may be com¬ 
pared to Catholicism and Protestantism only if we 
add to these religious institutions all the codes of civil 
and criminal law of the states in which Catholics and 
Protestants reside, and supplement such statutes by 
all the decisions of the appelate courts in such coun¬ 
tries. If the Catholic Church of Mediaval Europe, in 
its struggle with the Holy Roman Empire, had suc¬ 
ceeded in abolishing all political lines in Europe, so 
that all Christians would have become the citizens of 
a Catholic Empire, with the Pope as the temporal as 
well as the spiritual head, we might then have had a 
religion comparable to Judaism. As a matter of fact, 
Judaism, in the olden days, was inextricably bound up 
with a government and territorial interests—-in the 
Holy Land. Despite the loss of statehood and the 
destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem, Judaism has 
succeeded in surviving as a whole system of law, with¬ 
out, however, the coercive power of the state. 

In a very real sense, Judaism is the “Common 
Law” of the Jews. Students of English and American 
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legal history appreciate the full significance of such a 
“Common Law”-—developed slowly, through many 
ages, by the decisions of Judges, each judgment rest¬ 
ing upon the precedents of earlier opinions and deriv¬ 
ing its binding force mainly from the sanction of the 
community in support of its own recognized customs 
and the accepted “rules of right” of the common peo¬ 
ple. The Common Law of the Anglo-Saxons repre¬ 
sents a gradual growth of precedents upon precedents, 
showing the constant harmonization between law and 
the customs, practices and conditions of each age. In 
this respect, Jewish Law or Judaism bears a close 
analogy to the Common Law, and when we review the 
efforts of famous judges to ascertain the opinions of 
Coke, of Mansfield and of Marshall we are constantly 
reminded of the great Rabbis who seek for their sanc¬ 
tion in the views of Hillel, Jochanan Ben Zacai and 
Akiba. 

In this larger sense, Judaism is not a religion, or not 
merely a religion, but a legal system. And yet, for 
centuries, because of unfavorable external conditions, 
the Jewish people has been unable to continue the nor¬ 
mal development of the Jewish Common Law known 
as Judaism. Picture to yourself the condition of Eng¬ 
lish Law if its development had ceased with the legal 
opinions of Lord Mansfield! And yet, there has been 
no appreciable development in Jewish Law for cen¬ 
turies—its normal course having been interrupted 
since the compilation of the Talmud. 

The vast majority of Jews, mindful of the traditions 
that are part and parcel of Judaism, and responsive to 
the whole trend of Jewish history, see in Judaism a 
whole theory of life and a complementary system of 
laws to regulate such life. Such a religion cannot be 
contrasted with “secular,” for both the religious and 
secular activities of Jews constitute part of the wide 
domain of Judaism. 

Matthew Arnold correctly interpreted the Hebraic 
spirit by insisting that “conduct” represents the He¬ 
brew concept of life—and the apostle of culture was 
constrained to admit that “conduct” comprises three- 
quarters of all life-activity. It is just this “conduct” 
that is the keynote to a proper understanding of the 
Hebrew spirit and Jewish life throughout the Ages. 
Not “what dees a man believe, not what is his creed, 
but what does he do, what are his habits and conduct 
in everyday life”—this is the supreme question which 
prompts the answering words of the prophets of Israel, 
invokes the reasoning power of the Talmudists of the 
olden days, and arrests the attention of the Rabbis 
of our own time. 

Because Judaism is largely a system of laws of con¬ 
duct, intended to regulate the life activity of its mem¬ 
bers, it is necessary that some authoritative bodv 
should exist, at all times, to interpret these laws and 
to modify these living rules in accordance with the ever 
changing conditions of a world in evolution. In earlv 
Hebrew history, the prophets, speaking in the name of 
the Lord, proclaimed the “rule of right” in a Hebrew 
Commonwealth, and through that means afforded an 
opportunity for harmonizing the Jewish Law with the 
proper demands of each generation. At a later 
period, the Talmudists—partly through the Sanhedrin 
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—met, discussed, and analyzed Jewish rules of life- 
conduct, adopting new regulations and modifying old 
rules, in conformity with the just needs of the age, 
and “in the light of reason.” 

During many centuries, however, Judaism has been 
deprived of such a law-making and law-interpreting 
body, and, as an inevitable result, there has been a 
stagnation of certain Jewish rules of life-conduct, 
against which both Reform Judaism ami modern 
Conservative Judaism is a protest. Unless a 
Jewish law-making and law-interpreting institu¬ 
tion is re-established, we shall be forced, in order 
to escape from the bounds of a stagnant religion, to 
accept a milk and water Judaic creed which restricts 
its activity within the narrow spheres of Sabbath ser¬ 
mons and Sunday speeches, bolstered up by an arro¬ 
gant theory of a Jewish mission—a mission which 
serves to relieve the responsibilities of many Jews of 
our day, since the Bible of our ancestors has so effec¬ 
tively conveyed, to all races, the lofty message of 
Monotheism. 

Zionism accepts the principle that no Jew is justified 
in abrogating Jewish Law to suit his individual con¬ 
venience, and that Judaism must be modified and in¬ 
terpreted by the Kehillah (the Community) of Israel, 
through a recognized institution, similar to the ancient 
law-making and law-interpreting body known as the 
Sanhedrin. Some of the best thinkers among Reform 
Jews are Zionists, largely because they recognize the 
importance of the creation of a Hebrew Common¬ 


wealth, for harmonizing Jewish Law and regulating 
Jewish life-conduct. 

Unfortunately, some Jewish ministers have con¬ 
founded themselves by a high sounding, but meaning¬ 
less phrase, “Berlin is our Jerusalem,” or “Washing¬ 
ton is our Zion.” Politically, of course, Washington is 
the capital of all Jews, who owe allegiance to the stars 
and stripes, even as Catholics, Presbyterians, Chris- 
tian-Scientists, etc. In short, a Jewish nationality in the 
land of Israel—the establishment of a Jewish people on 
the soil of the Holy Land—is an essential part of Juda¬ 
ism. It is proclaimed by the prophets, accepted by the 
Rabbis throughout the Ages, and has become a funda¬ 
mental law in Jewish life. 

The Jews of America, as of all other countries out¬ 
side of the Land of Israel, cannot, of course, in any 
true sense of the term, be regarded as a part of this 
Jewish-Palestinian and Hebrew speaking nation (and 
the failure to recognize this fact is a fundamental fal¬ 
lacy of those who delude themselves with the ghosts 
of “hyphenism,” double nationality,” and “under two 
flags.”) But all the Jews throughout the world will 
be bound to Hebrew speaking Israel in Zion by the 
potent factors of religion and a common race history. 
Palestine may never hold within its boundaries more 
than a few million Jews—perhaps only a small mi¬ 
nority of the Jewish people; but that minority will 
speak the Hebrew tongue, will live in a Jewish environ¬ 
ment, and will be engaged in the holy task of rebuild¬ 
ing the Motherland of Judaism, from whence “shall 
go forth the Law.” 


On Jewish Patriotism 

Imprinted from tlie London Nation 


N a railway carriage on a wearisome 
mid-winter journey, we had for travel¬ 
ling companions a pleasant French- 
speaking foreigner. He knew no F.ng- 
lish, and the small service of interpret¬ 
ing for him soon set a conversation 
going. We talked of the course of the 
war, but though he spoke at first of the French as “we” 
and "us,” he obviously was no native Frenchman. A 
patriotic citizen he certainly was, with rather pro¬ 
nouncedly Radical views, some hopes, but no illusions, 
and an ardent horror of war itself. When our talk 
turned to the Eastern front, his nationality seemed to 
grow confused. He pronounced Russian names with 
an almost contemptuous case. He showed a noticeable 
familiarity with the geography of the Pale, and his 
comments on the politics of the war, which had been 
conventionally French when we spoke of the West, 
were now unexpected, original, and by no means cor¬ 
rect. On a tolerant view they might have been called 
impartial, but there was a fierce glint in the eyes and 
a twitching of the mouth which suggested an effort of 
restraint. This French citizen appeared to contem¬ 
plate the interlaced fortunes of the Allies with a 
strangely divided allegiance. With a mention of Tur¬ 
key, his talk became more personal and reminiscent, 
and he pronounced place names with the unmistakable 
Arab gutturals. We had begun to guess that he might 
be a Syrian, brought up in one of those admirable 
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French schools of the Levant, when at length the reve¬ 
lation came. 

He was by birth and race a Russian Jew. His family 
had emigrated to Palestine after the “pogroms” of the 
‘eighties, and he had been educated as an agricultural 
expert in the Zionist schools and plantations of Pales¬ 
tine. His constraint disappeared as he opened out this 
theme. Fie grew confident and genial. He was no 
longer the correct French citizen or the embittered 
critic of Russia, but an enthusiast, proud of his home, 
his race, and the work to which he hoped one day to 
return. From Crewe to Preston he poured out praises 
of the wonderful climate, with accurate and ever ex¬ 
pert rhapsodies on the fertility of the soil; he grew 
eloquent as he described the enthusiasm of the 
young people of his generation for the Hebrew 
language, which their zeal has restored as the 
common language of daily life, the familiar language 
of games and courtships, no less than the sacred 
tongue of the synagogue and the school. The 
thought struck us, as we parted from an in¬ 
teresting travelling-companion, that in all the coun¬ 
tries of a distracted continent, millions of the younger 
generation of Jews must have been talking at that 
moment with a similarly divided allegiance—all of 
them loyal to the land, be it Britain, France, or Ger¬ 
many, which has shown them tolerance, all of them 
mingling a love of that Russian Pale, the home of the 
great mass of their race, with another feeling to its 
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rulers, and all of them turning, as they dream, their 
faces to the East, with the question whether from 
Armageddon will come the restoration of Zion. 

This chance companion of a journey came back to 
our memory as we read Mr. Zangwill’s "The War for 
the World” (Heinemann). There is the same piquancy 
that comes from divided sympathies, the same ming¬ 
ling of an ardent English patriotism with a much less 
correct attitude towards the Eastern Ally, and all the 
while the wistful, restless glance goes roving across 
the horrors of the conflict to a Land of Promise. 1 he 
patriotism of the Jew of the last generation towards 
the land of his adoption was as conventional as it was 
sincere, and it tended towards an artistic emphasis and 
exaggeration of the national traits. In London it 
roared in the persons of the young lions of the "Daily 
Telegram,” while in Cologne it growled with the ultra- 
Bismarckian roughness of the “Gazette.” It gave us 
the splendors of Disraelian Imperialism, while in 
France it posed in the royalism of the ‘‘Gaulois, ’ and 
postured in Hungary as the extravagant Magyarism 
of the "Pester Lloyd.” Always a little more royalist 
than the king, it wore the protective coloring that fitted 
its environment. It assimilated without criticism, ahd 
with all its service it gave nothing of its own. That 
average clever Jew is with us still, and he has written 
on both sides in this world-war a big fraction of its 
polemical literature. It is only the Jew of genius who 
dares to select and to love his adopted land for her 
better self. He will turn his remorseless wit upon her. 
He will idealize her to-day and satirize her to-morrow, 
but he alone brings an acceptable gift to the altar, for 
he alone, through all the follies and infidelities of the 
day, has seen and embraced the spirit of his foster- 
mother. To whom do we owe the lurking fondness 
which most of us would admit for the Germany of the 
pre-Bismarckian period? It is proper to talk of Kant 
and Goethe and Beethoven. But we suspect that it 
was really from the quips and jests, the sentiment and 
the home-sickness, of the exile Heine that most of us 
formed our mental picture of romantic Germany. The 
first Jew in European literature who dared to be him¬ 
self, he discovered the idea of Germany where others 
had only tried to be Germans. 

Mr. Zangwill in this provoking and stimulating book 
has performed in his own more serious way a like 
service to England. “Serious” may seem an odd word, 
for his pages glitter with jests and epigrams, with in¬ 
versions and parodies, with puns good, bad, and in¬ 
different, but with it all, he feels where Heine only 
sentimentalized. He is a decided partisan of the En¬ 
tente, an excellent patriot, and an almost conventional 
critic of the German State-idea. But his peculiar func¬ 
tion is to hold up to the England of war-time, the Eng¬ 
land of compulsory service and the Defence of the 
Realm Act, the ideal England of the ancient liberties. 
It is done with a sharpness of perception which no 
prophet of English race could quite achieve, for it is 
done with cosmopolitan insight and hereditary experi¬ 
ence. The Pale lies behind it, and there rings in it 
the penetration of a people which cannot take its 
liberties for granted. There is more in this attitude, 
however, than a patriot’s distress. Amid a civilization 
rent by the extravagance of its national passions, this 
spokesman of a race to which fate has denied nation¬ 
ality, returns passionately to his cosmopolitan and 


pacifist ideal. The first Pacifist was a Jew, and to Mr. 
Zangwill it never even occurs that Christianity may 
be the dogma of the Trinity or the mystery of the 
Eucharist. For him it is simply love, and, as Tolstoy 
saw it, non-resistance. 

The Jewish race, if it dared to be itself, was made 
to understand and preach the nullity of force. Like 
women, it has this instinctive perception, for, like 
women, it cannot exercise force. But it requires 
genius to be oneself, and it is the exceptional Jew, as 
it is the exceptional woman, who has the intellectual 
courage to pieach to an unbelieving world the vanity 
of force. Lessing thought that the mission of the Jew 
was to teach tolerance to the World. Mr. Zangwill 
hints at an even loftier task—its conversion from its 
destructive nationalism. But the average Jew is proud 
to command himself by his prowess in either army, 
and woman, to borrow his jest, seems likely to step 
from the munition factory to the vote, like "Venus 
rising from her shell." The hardest of all tasks is to 
be oneself. 

The truth is that the world is so complex that even 
the Jew of genius cannot be consistently himself. Mr. 
Zangwill, though his "spiritual home” is England, has 
written in “The Melting Pot” the statement of a purely 
cosmopolitan ideal. It meant, if we understand it, the 
denial of any narrow racial or national ambition, and 
the adoption of a merely human democracy as a suffi¬ 
cient and wholly inspiring ideal. But the dramatist 
who has given to this conception a great and passion¬ 
ate expression (and it recurs in these essays) is also 
the Moses who sought a promised land for his perse¬ 
cuted race, not in the States where its identity is lost, 
but somewhere (under the British Hag for choice) with 
a guaranteed autonomy in Africa. His vision in this 
book sweeps back to Palestine, like that of more ortho¬ 
dox Zionists, whose position is stated in Mr. Sacher’s 
instructive “Zionism and the Jewish Future.” (See 
Book Review, page 38. Editor.) He also suggests—-a 
suggestion which might well turn out to be practical—a 
return to Babylonia. 

But the Jewish problem, though it may be eased by 
migration, cannot be solved by it. There are some 
grim chapters in this book on the sufferings during 
this war of the Jews in Poland and Russia. It is folly 
for the Censor to conceal in England what is pro¬ 
claimed by every priming press in neutral and enemy 
countries. The normal sufferings of the Jews in Rus¬ 
sia have been heightened by the war, and by the “po¬ 
groms” and persecutions that have flourished in war, 
and the Alliance has done nothing to relieve them. 
If Germany has ruined such case as she had by her 
barbarities at sea, the moral standing of the Entente 
has been jeopardized by these anti-Jewish excesses. 
We have saved Russian financial credit: we should 
have done even better if. by frank unofficial speech and 
official remonstrance, we had helped her Liberals to 
save her moral repute. For our part, we hope that 
this war may realize the Zionist dream, and that Pales¬ 
tine may become the cultural centre of Judaism, a 
free State which will focus the aspirations of a dis¬ 
persed race. But the doctrine of nationalities must 
mean more to us than a rule to be imposed upon the 
other side. If our own credit demands that we com¬ 
plete the liberation of Ireland before the war is ended, 
the credit of the Entente exacts an equality of rights 
for the Russian Jew. 
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ophie Szold 

A Tribute 


In Jewish life it is customary, when¬ 
ever we are grateful for any blessing, in 
some way to express our gratitude before 
the whole congregation, to thank the 
Lord "in the presence of all his people.’’ 
Yet is it not true that the causes for our 
deepest thankfulness can never be told? 
Too often our only tribute is tears, our 
only offering is lamentations. We arc 
like spoilt children weeping after the 
feast. And sometimes our most precious 
possession is a loss, as in the case of the 
Jewish People whose greatest treasure is 
their love for a lost land. 

As I think of Mrs. Sophie Szold, and 
remember that death has robbed me for 
all days to come of the comfortableness 
of her presence, yet, with all my wistful¬ 
ness, my strongest feeling is that of grati¬ 
tude—gratitude for having known her, for 
having shared in the welcome of that 
Jewish home—that Jewish homeliness— 
which always settled around her like a 
halo. 

It was once my privilege to eat at her 
table for all the days of a Passover week. 
Then, for the first time, I fully under¬ 
stood the grace of a true Jewish home. 
And when that week was over, and I re¬ 
turned to the cold and ordinary ways of 
living, I was homesick; for weeks I was 
homesick for a Jewish home. So can 
a Jew in goluth be homesick for Pales¬ 
tine ! 

For to spend a Passover week in her 
home was to come already info that 
spiritual Zion of the Zionist living her 
faith. 

Mrs. Sophie Szold was a Zionist who 


served our cause not only from the plat¬ 
form—where she but seldom appeared— 
not only when in conversation she testi¬ 
fied to her Zionist faith, not only when, 
as a woman of seventy years, she made 
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her pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
returned to us with her message of hope; 
no, but every day of her life, in her sim¬ 
plest action, in her lightest word, she 
was serving our cause. The unity of 
Jewish life found in her its embodiment. 
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She was simple and profound; and in the 
homeliest matters of kitchen and house, 
or in questions of largest meaning, of 
social justice, of spiritual insight, she 
used equally her Jewish common sense 
and her Jewish sensitiveness. The ar¬ 
rangements of her household and of her 
soul were all subservient to the beauty 
and discipline of the Jewish ideal. This 
was the setting for her humanity, her em¬ 
bracing motherlincss. Those who know 
best the full extent of Henrietta Szold's 
service to our cause, realize how large 
a share her mother had in the fulfilment 
of that service. We always go sur¬ 
rounded, more even by the dead than by 
the living, and in the Szold household 
the presence of Rabbi Szold was felt even 
by those who had never known him. 
But, more than that, there was in Mrs. 
Szold's house a spirit of service, of min¬ 
istration. When Henrietta Szold was at 
her desk all day, and Mrs. Szold returned 
from her marketing, or wrote her let¬ 
ters, or sat down to the weekly mending, 
the dignity of her motions, the quietness, 
the efficiency of all her actions raised 
them to a consecrated service, distinct 
from and yet closely related with the 
directly Jewish service of her daughter. 

At least, so it has been stamped and 
shall remain in my memory, a vision 
worthy of the mothers in Israel, a micro¬ 
cosm full of hope for the normal, sweet, 
sane Jewish life that is to be. And in 
thankfulness for this, I would bring my 
tribute “in the presence of all his peo¬ 
ple.” 

J. E. S. 



Condemns Reviewer’s "Tactics”* 


To The Maccabacan: 

Some months ago the editorial board of 
The Maccabaean had to be called to task 
for publishing a rather objectionable car¬ 
toon. Dr. David Sola Pool, Rabbi Eugene 
Kohn and Miss Jessie Sampter, all three 
sterling Zionists, were among those who 
voiced the general abhorrence that Zion¬ 
ists have for such methods. Now, again, 
we are put to blush for the unsavory 
tactics, of “our” representative organ. 

In reporting the Hotel Astor Confer¬ 
ence, “the reviewer” adopts the most of¬ 
fensive tone towards the American Jewish 


*Thc Editor of The Maccabaean asked 
Mr. Horowitz not to ask ns to publish 
his letter. It is an indefensible criticism 
of The Maccabaean couched in language 
not befitting the theme or the occasion, 
li e submit it to our renders for them to 
pass judgment on it .— The Editor. 
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Committeemen. Now these methods that 
smack of the most blatant yellow journal¬ 
ism where the opposition is always termed 
a “clique,” their leaders, ‘'demagogues” or 
“oligarchs,” their meetings "bacchanalian 
orgies of riot,” their speeches "wild har- 
rangues” and so on ad nauseam, are most 
unworthy of our great Cause. In extenua¬ 
tion of your course you explained last time 
that this was “playing the game,” that al¬ 
though it was not exactly true to the 
Hcrzlian tradition of big, broad statesman¬ 
ship, it was politics and as a means to 
our end it was quite justified. But permit 
me to point out to you that it is very 
doubtful whether anybody was ever made a 
Zionist by such means. The actual results 
are quite different. The people directly at¬ 
tacked feel a justifiable resentment and 
consequently are more convinced than ever 
of the error of our Zionist "heresy,” while 
o'hers not yet Zionists, are quite unfavor¬ 
ably impressed, nay, even repelled by a 


movement which would otherwise attract 
them. I have actually known of Jewish 
young men at first rather inclined toward 
Zionism, but who later, when they met 
with these questionable methods that have 
now' come into vogue, became quite dis¬ 
trustful and even suspicious. It looked too 
much like the mud-raking and mud-sling¬ 
ing of American “politics.” We cannot 
afford this now, especially when American 
Zionism is presented with its great oppor¬ 
tunity, w'hen it is winning new adherents 
on all sides we can and must be generous, 
fair and honest toward those who, unfortu¬ 
nately. disagree with us. Let us keep our 
movement on the high plane that Theodore 
Herzl put it, for only on such a plane can 
Zionism hope to win the world. 

With Zion’s greetings, 

Yours very truly, 

George J. Horowitz, 
Collegiate Zionist League. 
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Zionism anil tlie Jewish future 
Edited by Harry Sacher 

A friend unconsciously spared me the bother of 
casting about for the opening sentence of this review 
by sending me this request: “Kindly advise me how 
I can become thoroughly proficient in my knowledge 
of Zionism. I am taking an active part in local Zion¬ 
ist affairs and it is essential that I become very fa¬ 
miliar with the subject.” He was promptly told to 
read Harry Sacher’s stimulating compilation, "Zion¬ 
ism and the Jewish Future. * Jo this volume a 
dozen thinkers and essayists in Zionism ha\ c con¬ 
tributed articles upon sonic of the most important 
aspects of the Jewish problem and its Zionist solution 

_doorways, and inviting ones, to lead the beginner 

and the unacquainted (who include many veterans in 
the movement) into fundamental fields of study. A 
bibliography, divided into subjects closely following 
the order of the essays, so that it actually fits the 
needs of the book, will take the reader, once he is 
past the doorway, to authoritative sources of informa¬ 
tion and opinion. Accordingly, it is a book for the 
novice and for the man who wishes to organize his 
own scattered information, but it is not a book for 
the advanced student seeking exhaustive treatment 
of any of its many subjects. The book presents 
massed, not detailed, fact. Because its essays are 
mainly expository rather than argumentative, “Zion¬ 
ism and the Jewish Future should appeal to the 
non-Zionist—it is the kind of propaganda suited to 
people who do not succumb to oratory or to the 
bludgeonings of a special advocate, but who scek 
enlightenment from a calm display of things as they 
are, by men who know. 

That the majority of the ills and the problems be¬ 
setting our people come from their homelessness and 
that Zionism through its endeavors to reestablish a 
homeland strikes to the root of our miseries are the 
themes of a brief interlocutory note by Dr. Ch. Weiz- 
mann. This note is elaborated into one of the most 
brilliant essays of the book by II. Sacher, leader- 
writer on the Manchester Guardian, who sketches 
with a clear pen a history of the Jew in the past cen¬ 
tury. Almost to the moment of the French Revolu¬ 
tion, the Jew of Europe lived an isolated, communal, 
and, in the phrase of Weizmann, “sub-national life: 
then 18th century science and 18th century political 
ideals of the rights of the individual broke the intel¬ 
lectual and physical ghettos of the West. The lib¬ 
erated Jews sought individual and collective happi¬ 
ness by abandoning their Jewish life for a French, 
German or English life. Happiness, however, did not 
come. ~18th century emphasis upon individual rights 
rapidly changed into 19th century emphasis upon 
national rights. Consequently, the Jewish nation, 

"Zionism and the Jewish Future, by Tarlous writers, edited by 
H. Sacher (with two maps). Macmillan & Co. 1916. 


without a home, found itself without a guarantee of 
rights. Anti-semitism attacked the well-meaning 
Jew, who happened to be a century behind the times 
without a national status or center, as an undesirable 
alien. This attack in all its political phases forms the 
matter of the next essay, written by Albert M. Hyam- 
son. Jewish historian, and editor of the English-Jewish 
year book. Meanwhile, the nationalism of the Jew 
was not only accentuated by these blows from with¬ 
out. Within Jewry itself, the renaissance of Hebrew 
language and learning, as indicated in the next sketch 
by Leon Simon, further revived the national con¬ 
sciousness. This consciousness, Prof. Gottheil now 
shows, expresses itself in Zionism. The history of 
Zionism is the history of the efforts of the Jewish 
nation to secure the primary right of any nation—a 
homeland of its own. The practical results of these 
efforts are told with a glow of pride by the remaining 
contributors to the volume. 

S. Tokolowsky, agricultural engineer of Jaffa, un¬ 
folds in plain words and pictures the economic de¬ 
velopment of Palestine to the outbreak of the war— 
particularly instructive is his exposition of the possi¬ 
bilities of the land for supporting millions of settlers. 
The cultural achievements in education, language, 
and art are outlined by Dr. Selig Brodetsky, one time 
“senior-wrangler” at Cambridge and now professor 
of astronomy in Bristol University. Pursuing the 
same general subject, Bertram B. Benas (barrister- 
at-law, Liverpool), discusses the proposed “Hebrew 
University” and its meaning for all Jewry. The sum 
of Zionism’s practical aspect is concluded with a sur¬ 
vey of the future of Palestine by one who should 
know—Norman Bentwich, of the Anglo-Egyptian ser¬ 
vice and professor of law in the University of Cairo. 
The Jew there shall not be the hunted creature of the 
ghetto, or the discontented mimic of the West, but a 
“new Jew.” Nahum Sokolow has painted his portrait 
with prophetic fervor: “I live, I breathe, I speak 
once more. Here, I feel pure, I am lighthearted as a 
child, I walk in bright sunshine. I cry aloud, I resume 
my right to be what I really am. Here, I am no longer 
a doctrine, a piece of archaeology, a political figure, a 
quotation, a vain phantom of the brain. Here, in joy¬ 
ous industry, in struggle for life, I affirm myself among 
the sons of the earth.” The Goluth is over. 

The book suffers from the inevitable faults of a 
compilation—repetitions, contradictions and some dis¬ 
continuity. In this last respect, Dr. M. Gaster, Chief 
Rabbi of the Spanish-Portugese congregations of Eng¬ 
land, is the particular victim. His essay on “Judaism 
—a National Religion”—nowhere fits snugly into the 
general argument. Nevertheless, he deals with an 
important phase—Judaism’s need of Zionism and 
Zionism’s debt to Judaism. All in all, the contribu¬ 
tors who have done best are Sacher, if discount is 
made for his exotic style, and Tokolowsky, who en¬ 
joys his statistics and makes the reader enjoy them 
too. M. L. 
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NEWS FROM PALESTINE 


New Railroad Facilities in Palestine. 

Aside from the many evils that this 
war has brought in its wake it has also 
resulted in sonic good for the people 
here. The improvement in the railroad 
system and the extension of a number 
of lines, which is a direct result of the 
war, is of inestimable value to the coun¬ 
try. During the two years of war a rail¬ 
road has been completed, which com¬ 
bines a number of cities in Palestine with 
Syria. As a result of this extension the 
industry and commerce gained consider¬ 
ably. Damascus and Beer Sheba are now 
very closely connected and trains are 
constantly running to and from Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Djemal Pasha, a military Governor of 
Palestine and Syria, has now undertaken 
to cultivate large tracts of land in both 
provinces and has taken the initiative 
to improve general colonization condi¬ 
tions in Palestine. He has also engaged 
the famous German engineer, Herr Von 
Vaid. who will investigate the condition 
of large tracts of land not suitable for 
colonization purposes. When the investi¬ 
gation is completed plans will he de¬ 
vised whereby to turn this land into use¬ 
ful property. 

It is interesting to note that just at 
this time when the country is at war, 
Djemal Pasha has undertaken to improve 
the appearance of the streets in Pales¬ 


tine and Syria. The streets arc being 
paved and new wide sidewalks laid. 


Palestinians Devote Great Energy to the 
Cultivation of Vegetables. 

The present crisis has become worse 
owing to the further depreciation of 
paper money. The price of bread con¬ 
tinues to be very high, due to the lack 
of facilities for transporting meat. Steps 
to overcome this difficulty arc being 
taken. From the report of the National 
Fund (The Hague) for July wc learn 
that Palestinians have devoted them¬ 
selves with great energy to the cultiva¬ 
tion of vegetables during the war, rec¬ 
ognizing their great importance to the 
food supply of the inhabitants. Seeds 
which were known to grow well were 
forwarded there in abundance. 


Flour Famine in Palestine. 

Under date of August 1st, the Zionist 
Bureau in Copenhagen writes that, al¬ 
though there are large quantities of 
wheat in the country, the cities are com¬ 
pelled to suffer from a flour famine, the 
price of which is higher even than before 
the harvest (too k.g. 120-130 francs in 
gold. 180 francs in paper). Barley also 
has risen to three or four times the nor¬ 
mal price. 


Typhus and Cholera Rage in Palestine. 

According to latest authentic informa¬ 
tion the decrease of typhus has been fol¬ 
lowed by the appearance of cholera. 
Among the Jewish population of Jaffa 
there have been five cases up to June 
30th, three of them fatal. The cases are 
much more numerous among the Arabs. 
In the village of Tel Adas, near Mer- 
chaviah. out of 140 Arabs 50 have been 
stricken, while the Jews living in this 
place have so far been immune. The 
condition of the Jews in Damascus, 
where epidemic diseases always find 
favorable ground, is especially bad. This 
city has received nothing from the Amer¬ 
ican relief moneys for Palestine because 
it is not in Palestine. 

Students of Gymnasium Need Support. 

One hundred and twenty pupils of the 
Jaffa Gymnasium and of the Teachers' 
Seminary in Jerusalem, who were called 
to the colors, are now in Constantinople. 
About 30 of them receive regular assist¬ 
ance through the Gymnasium. The re¬ 
maining 70 are without support and have 
no means of their own to pay for their 
board in the Turkish Officers’ School 
where they are being trained. Although 
a number of students were called to the 
colors, the Gymnasium has not at all in¬ 
terrupted its work. The institution now 
contains twenty-seven teachers and a large 
number of pupils. 
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m ZIONIST NEWS FROM [ABROAD 


AUSTRIA. 

Austrian Zionists for Jewish Rights in 
Poland. 

The executive committee of Austrian 
Zionists has adopted several resolutions 
with reference to the education questions 
in German occupied Poland. They re¬ 
cite the promises of the supreme com¬ 
manders of Austria-Hungary and G°r- 
mattv, which assured the population in 
the occupied territories, in the name of 
their governments, rational and cultural 
rights without exception. The Austrian 
Government is at present taking up the 
question of this cultural life in this coun¬ 
try. The Zionist Executive Committee 
considers it necessary to draw the gov¬ 
ernment's attention to Jewish rights, be¬ 
cause they are a separate national entity 
and a people who speak a different 
language and live their own life. 
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“Civic political rights,” continue the 
Zionists, “are not complete when the na¬ 
tional and cultural life is forced. No 
spiritual and peaceful development of 
conditions in the country can come un¬ 
less the Jews and Poles are separately 
recognized by the Austrian Government 
and unless the Jews should retain the 
right to educate their children and to 
have business intercourse in their own 
language.” 

The resolutions contain the following 
demands: (1) That the Jews of Russian 
Poland have autonomy in educational 
matters with the rights to regidate their 
own schools. 

(2) That Hebrew and Jewish, the lan¬ 
guages of 00 per cent, of the Jews in Rus¬ 
sian Poland, should receive such considera¬ 
tion as they are entitled to by force of their 
prevalence. 


Zionism Recognized in Austria. 

A case of great interest to Zionists, 
which has been in the courts of Austria 
for several years, has now been decided 
in favor of the Zionists. Some time ago 
the community of Komotau decided to 
contribute of its funds the sum of 50 
crowns to the Jewish National Fund. A 
member of the community protested 
against this action, declaring that Zion¬ 
ism was a foreign political movement, for 
which the community is not allowed to 
spend any money. The case was carried 
to court and the decision was only re¬ 
cently rendered. In the opinion of the 
court the Zionist ideal aims at helping 
Jews everywhere, including also that par¬ 
ticular community, and hence every Jew¬ 
ish community may assist the movement 
financially. 
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BRITISH EMPIRE. 

British Relief Committee Sends Money 
to Palestine. 

A draft for £180 ($854.10) has been re¬ 
ceived by the Provisional Committee 
from Mr. Percy Cowen, General Secre¬ 
tary of the Relief Fund for Jewish War 
Victims of British and Allied Nations and 
Palestinian Jews, to be used for dis¬ 
tribution among the Jewish War Vic¬ 
tims in Palestine. This £180 represents 
30 per cent, of contributions received by 
the above Fund. 


Prisoners of War Celebrate Herzl 
Anniversary. 

Mr. Moses Frostig, a well-known 
Austrian Zionist and once editor of the 
“Lemberg Tageblatt," a Zionist Yiddish 
daily, who on his way to this country 
had been interned by the British Gov¬ 
ernment, writes from his detention camp 
to the Austro-Hungarian Zionists of New 
York under date of July 23 rd, as follows: 
“Yesterday we celebrated Dr. Herzl’s 
twelfth anniversary. The memorial meet¬ 
ing was attended by over three hundred 
Jews interned here. Rabbi Dr. Silver- 
man opened the meeting with appropri¬ 
ate remarks to the occasion and intro¬ 
duced the writer, who gave personal 
reminiscences of the late leader. A col¬ 
lection for the National Fund was made, 
which resulted in a considerable income. 
The meeting was arranged with the kind 
permission of the British Government.” 


FRANCE. 

Federation of French Zionists. 

The Actions Committee reports that 
it has effected more intimate relations 
with the French Federation. The latter 
is able to exert considerable influence in 
France in favor of the movement. 


Minutes of the Executive Committee of 
the Federation. 

A meeting of the executive committee 
of the Federation was held on Thursday 
evening, August 24th, Mr. Louis Lipsky 
presiding and the following present: 
Messrs. Abel, Cowen, Melamed, Perl- 
stein, Richards, and Messrs, de Haas and 
Kesselman by invitation. Excuses for 
absence were received from Messrs. 
Steinhardt, Sprayregen, Barondess, Gold¬ 
berg, Rosenblatt, Dr. Pool and Dr. 
Raisin. 

The chairman reported that communi¬ 
cations had been received in reply to the 
request for views on the situation with 
regard to the Mizrachi from Miss Ber¬ 
ger, Mrs. Guggenheimer, Messrs. Perl- 
stein, Rosenblatt, Dr. Raisin and Dr. 
Pool. It was decided to postpone further 
discussion on this matter until com¬ 
munications were received from the other 
members of the committee. 

A report was read from Dr. Max 

Forty 
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GERMANY. 

Discussion on Zionism. 

The general press in Germany has re¬ 
cently published several articles on the 
question of the feasibility of a large col¬ 
onization of Jews in Palestine. Professor 
Alfred Philippson, of Bonn, a well- 
known assimilationist, who recently car¬ 
ried on an active propaganda against the 
settling of Polish Jews in Germany, 
urging the German Government to estab¬ 
lish a sort of pale for them, published 
an article in the “Berliner Tageblatt" 
about the geography of Palestine, in 
which he endeavors to prove that no 
large number of people could be settled 
in Palestine at present, and, therefore, 
characterizes the Zionist hope as a 
Utopia. To this, Professor Otto War¬ 
burg, the president of the German Fed¬ 
eration of Zionists, replied in the same 
paper, showing the errors in Philippson’s 
reasoning, and establishing the fact that 
Palestine is capable of a very large Jew¬ 
ish immigration. One of the most noted 
authorities in Germany, Professor Ballad, 
came out with a strictly scientific article 
on the same subject in the “Europaische 
Staats und Wirthschafts Zeitung,” in 
which he proves that there is ample room 
in Palestine now for an additional popu 
lation of six million people and that such 
an undertaking as transporting the six 
million people there could be carried out 
at the expense of about thirty-five mil¬ 
lion dollars. 


GREECE. 

.Salonica Societies Adopt Basle Program. 

In Salonica the Hebrew society. Kadi- 
mah, with ifio members, and the Associa¬ 
tion of Jewish Gymnasts, Makkabi (400 
active members), have adopted the Basle 
program. 


HOLLAND. 

Zionist Active in Holland. 

Considerable Zionist activities are re- 
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GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 

Raisin, acting as a committee of one on 
propaganda in the reform synagogues. 
Dr. Raisin submitted a draft of the letter 
to be sent to reform rabbis, inviting 
their assistance to Zionist activities. 
Dr. Raisin recommended that Dr. Max 
Heller of New Orleans and Dr. Martin 
A. Meyer join with him in the form let¬ 
ter to be sent. After discussion, it was 
decided that Dr. Raisin's attention be 
called to the correspondence of Dr. Max 
Heller with a number of reform rabbis 
on file with the Provisional Committee. 

A report of the committee on Dos 
Yiddishe Folk was read. The commit¬ 
tee reported on its activities and an¬ 
nounced that it had under consideration 
and investigation to secure the publica¬ 
tion of Dos Yiddishe Folk twice weekly 
beginning with the first week of October; 
that no announcement would be made 
until the matter had been thoroughly in¬ 
vestigated, in no event until Rosh 
Hashonah. It was decided that the re¬ 


ported from Holland. A large number of 
Belgian Zionists who find themselves in 
Holland are assisting in their work. 


POLAND. 

Herzl Anniversary Celebrated in Poland 

The last anniversary of Herzl's death 
was observed in Poland more extensively 
than any previous year. Meetings were 
held in all the principal centres, and a 
special publication was issued for the 
occasion. 


RUSSIA. 

Poale Zionists Ask for an International 
Conress. 

A conference of representatives of all 
Russian Poale Zionists was recently held in 
Russia. This was the first conference of 
Poale Zionists held since the outbreak of 
the war. The following resolutions were 
adopted: 

1— To agitate among the Jewish masses 
that the only solution for the Jewish 
problem is the creation of a Jewish Home 
in Palestine. 

2— To do every thing possible to in¬ 
crease the income of the Palestine Fund. 

3 — To propagate the idea of an inter¬ 
national Jewish Congress. 

4— That the representatives of the Jew 
ish workingmen's organizations partici¬ 
pate in every movement that has for its 
purpose to ameliorate the economic con¬ 
dition of the Jews in Russia and help 
them to develop culturally. 

5 — That this conference endorse the 
resolutions of the Vienna Conference, 
held in 1909, that the languages of in¬ 
struction in the Jewish National schools 
be Hebrew and Yiddish. 

This conference must have been held 
in secret, as there is a lack of detail as 
to the place, the number of delegates 
represented and the duration of the con¬ 
ference. 


port be received and the board of di¬ 
rectors be asked to submit a budget on 
the basis of the publication of Dos Yid¬ 
dishe Folk twice a week. 

It was decided to communicate in writ¬ 
ing with the chairman of the shekel 
committee, instructing him to have a re¬ 
port ready at the next meeting of the ex¬ 
ecutive committee. 

The chairman reported on the present 
situation and on the agreement between 
the Jewish Congress Committee and the 
National Conference of Jewish Organiza¬ 
tions which was to be submitted bv ref¬ 
erendum to the delegates of the Philadel¬ 
phia Preliminary Conference. The chair¬ 
man pointed out that a number of dele¬ 
gates to act upon this referendum were 
chosen by the Federation of American 
Zionists and its constituent organizations. 
It was discussed whether the delegates 
representing the Zionist organization 
should be instructed on such referendum. 

It was unanimously carried that a ref- 
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erenduni be held of all constituent Zion¬ 
ist societies for instructions to all dele¬ 
gates which represented the Federation, 
the Order Sons of Zion, the Hadassah 
and the Knights of Zion at the Philadel¬ 
phia Preliminary Conference, that such 
referendum be returnable not later than 
September 6th; that the chairman com¬ 
municate with the officers of the Knights 
of Zion, Order Sons of Zion and Hadas¬ 
sah with regard to said referendum; and 
further, that the referendum held by the 
Zionist organization be binding upon all 
its delegates. 

Mr. de Haas urged that the Zionist 
organization and its official organs main¬ 
tain strict neutrality on the congress ref¬ 
erendum until action has been taken by 
its societies. Unanimously decided. The 
meeting then adjourned. 


Speakers’ Tours. 

The following program has been 
worked out for the tours of the regular 
speakers of the Federation, which has 
been submitted to the societies with 
a request that they select their dates 
and inform the Federation office so 
that all necessary arrangements may 
be made for the success of the speakers, 
who will devote themselves chiefly to the 
emergency fund, to the strengthening of 
societies and the organization of new 
societies. 

Dr. Schmarya Levin—Dr. Levin's tour 
will not begin until December I. He 
will, however, accept engagements in 
connection with his lecture tour which 
he will make during the months of Sep¬ 
tember, October and November. Fur¬ 
ther announcements of his lecture tour 
will be made shortly. 

Dr. Bcnzion Mossinsohn—Dr. Mossin- 
sohn will spend the month of September 
in Ohio. He will then visit Canada, go¬ 
ing as far as Vancouver, and from there 
he will go to Washington, Oregon and 
California. He will also make a tour of 
Utah, Nebraska, ending his tour with a 
visit to the Knights of Zion Convention, 
which will be held in Minneapolis, De¬ 
cember 31. During the month of Jan¬ 
uary Dr. Mossinsohn will visit the States 
of Minnesota, Wisconsin and North 
Dakota. 

Mr. P. M. Raskin—Mr. Raskin will 
spend the month of September in New 
Jersey and in Eastern Pennsylvania. 
During the month of October he will 
visit Maryland, Delaware and Virginia. 
He will then make a tour of South and 
North Carolina, Georgia and Florida, vis¬ 
iting chiefly the smaller cities in those 
States. 

Mr. Solomon Frankel—Mr. Frankel 
will make a tour of New York State, be¬ 
ginning the second week in September. 
He will visit the following cities: Ken¬ 
sington, Poughkeepsie, Hudson. Glovers- 
ville, Amsterdam, Albany, Utica, Troy, 
Syracuse and Rochester. For Rosh 
Hashonah Mr. Frankel will be in Pitts¬ 
burgh. He will then go to West Vir¬ 
ginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
Mississippi. New Orleans and Texas. 

Mr. M. Scheinkin-—Mr. Scheinkin will 
spend the month of September in Michi- 
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gan. Then he will visit States in the 
Knights of Zion territory. 

Mr. Abram Goldberg—Mr. Goldberg 
will make week-end tours in Connecticut, 
Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire. 

Also the following speaxers may be 
procured through the Federation office: 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. Harry Fried- 
enwald, Jacob de Haas, Louis Lipsky, 
Charles Cowen, Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
Joseph Self, Joshua Sprayregen, Dr. De 
Sola Pool, Dr. Max Raisin, Rabbi Meyer 
Waxman, Morris Rothenbcrg, Israel 
Thurman, Alvin Schapinsky, Joseph L. 
Cohen, David Schneeberg, Judge Milton 
Strasburger, Alexander Sacks, Edward 
Cohen and Dr. Meyer I.eff. 

Engagements for Max Shulman. Judge 
Julian W. Mack, Judge Hugo Pam, Na¬ 
than D. Kaplan, Dr. Philip M. Brcgstonc. 
Dr. H. M. Kaplan, Leon Zolotkoff and 
Rabbi Saul Silber should be made 
through the Knights ot Zion Bureau. 

Rabbi Samuel Margolis, Morris Fried¬ 
man and Dr. J. FI. Kaplan may be pro¬ 
cured through the Cleveland office. 

Other speakers who may be procured 
through the Federation office are: Rabbi 
A. M. Hershman, of Detroit: Rabbi 
I.ouis Goldberg, of Norfolk; Dr. Max 
Klein, of Philadelphia; Rabbi Israel 
Leventhal, of Brooklyn; Dr. Jacob Kohn, 
of New York; Rabbi Eugene Kohn, of 
Baltimore; Rabbi Herman H. Rubino- 
witz, of Boston, and Max Baron, of St. 
Louis. 

Societies desirous of having speakers 
on special occasions arc requested to 
make arrangements with the Federation 
office several weeks in advance, so as not 
to have any difficulty in getting the 
speakers. 


Provisional Committee Opens Transfer 
Department in Brownsville. 

The work of the Provisional Commit¬ 
tee in transferring funds from relatives 
in America to relatives in Europe, Asia 
and Africa has been extended now by the 
opening of a new branch in Brownsville. 
This branch will be opened shortly at 
the Exchange Building, Pitkin and Stone 
Avenues, Brooklyn, under the direction of 
Mr. Victor Schwarz. His business ex¬ 
perience and the location of the office in 
Brownsville will greatly facilitate the 
work of this bureau. At the same time 
it will save a good deal of time and ex¬ 
pense to the prospective senders of 
moneys, a great number of whom have 
been found to be in Brownsville. 

The constructive relief work performed 
by the transfer bureau of the Provisional 
Committee and the expedient, safe and 
accurate methods used in handling and 
transferring moneys, and the fact that 
this work is all done free of charge to 
both the senders and to the recipients, 
have appealed to Mr. Victor Schwarz, so 
that he has offered his services in the 
matter of supervising a branch in 
Brownsville free of charge. 


Palestine Information Bureau Estab¬ 
lished. 

The Provisional Committee reports 
that the Palestine Bureau has already 


been established and that it is gathering 
information in regard to Palestine. If 
Zionists have any information regarding 
the industrial, agricultural or economic 
activity in Palestine they should forward 
same to the Palestine Bureau. Also, any 
one desirous of obtaining information 
about Palestine can do so by applying to 
the Bureau. 


Provisional Committee Sends Medicines 
to Palestine. 

The Provisional Committee has suc¬ 
ceeded in obtaining a special permit from 
the British and F'rench governments for 
the passing of drugs and medicines 
needed in Palestine through the Allied 
blockade. This is the first concession of 
its kind since the beginning of the war. 
While it does not assure, it is making 
more practical the sending of the Hadas¬ 
sah Zionist Medical Unit to Palestine to 
fight typhus and cholera. 


Ten Dollars a Day for Ten Days. 

The Provisional Committee reports 
that up to and including September 6th 
the ten dollars a day for ten days cam¬ 
paign has realized the sum of $7,102.51; 
Emergency Fund Day. to August 2gth. 
$5,122.86. Responses to the Tisha B’ab 
Appeal arc still coming in, $577.93 being 
the proceeds through August 30th. 


Order of the Western Star Adopts Zion¬ 
ist Program. 

The Order of the Western Star, which 
has a membership of about 20,000, has 
adopted a resolution endorsing the Zion¬ 
ist program, and has voted $50 for the 
Zionist Emergency Fund. 


National Fund Bureau Appeals to 
Synagogues. 

The Jewish National Fund Bureau for 
America sent out the following circular 
to the various synagogues in the country: 
Dear Sirs and Brethren:— 

It has become the custom with 
many congregations the world over 
to remember the Jewish National 
Fund on the occasion of Yomim 
Noraim by affixing National Fund 
stamps on the tickets of admission to 
the divine services, and by placing a 
Kaarah onthe eve of Yom Kippur 
for the benefit of the Fund. 

Every congregation should follow 
this practice and thereby manifest its 
loyalty to our National ideal, to the 
dearest hope of all Jewish genera¬ 
tions. 

On the days when we pray more 
fervently than ever for the restora¬ 
tion of Zion, it would be inconceiv¬ 
able to refuse our aid for the re¬ 
demption of Zion. 

The Jewish National Fund is con¬ 
tinually promoting agricultural col¬ 
onization, rural and urban settle¬ 
ments and institutions of public 
utility in Palestine. 

This year its activities are of ex¬ 
ceptional importance. They provide 
work and employment for hundreds 
of Jewish families in Palestine. On 
the farms and in the colonies of the 
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Jewish National Fund is also pro¬ 
duced a large portion of the neces¬ 
saries for all Jews of Palestine. 

Every dollar now given to the Na¬ 
tional Fund thus helps to alleviate 
Jewish suffering in Palestine and is 
also of everlasting benefit to the Jew¬ 
ish people. 

You can order the stamps, at the 
cost of $i per too. from our Bu¬ 
reau. Printed cards for the Kaaroth 
will be sent to you free on request. 

With cordial greetings for the New 
Year, 

Most respectfully yours, 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
BUREAU FOR AMERICA. 
Zionist societies are expected to send 
committees to the synagogues in their 
respective localities and urge the officers 
to affix National Fund stamps on the 
tickets and place Kaaroth on Yom Kip- 
pur eve in the synagogues. 


National Fund Receipts. 

The following moneys were received 
by the Jewish National Fund Bureau for 
America during the period of June I to 
September r, 1916: For National Fund 
collections, $8,205.89; for National Fund 
boxes, $1,959.92; for olive trees, $1,026.17; 
for Golden Book, $438.40: for National 
Fund stamps, $416.39; for Dunam Land, 
$394.46; for Voluntary Tax, $21; for 
Yemenite Fund. $13,24; for National 
Fund telegrams, $1.10; total, $12,476.57. 


Total National Fund Receipts in July. 

The total sum of contributions for the 
Jewish National Fund during the month 
of July was 104,201 francs. The follow¬ 
ing countries participated: North 

America, 59,141 francs: Austria, 14,893 
francs; Germany (including the occupied 
districts'), 10,928 francs; Russia, 8,248 
francs; South Africa, 3.918 francs; Can¬ 
ada, 2.623 francs: England, 1,713 francs; 


Greece (Salonica), 1,025 francs; Switzer¬ 
land, 743 francs; Belgium, 447 francs; 
Holland, 303 francs, and Egypt, 219 
francs. 

Both National Fund and private farms 
in Palestine have devoted themselves 
a great deal to the cultivation of vege¬ 
tables during the war, for they have rec¬ 
ognized the great importance of this cul¬ 
tivation for the food supply of the in¬ 
habitants. A short time ago the National 
Fund gave 6,300 francs to further efforts 
in this direction, a part of the sum to be 
employed as premiums for especially well 
tended vegetable gardens. Care was 
taken to forward various kinds of seeds 
to Palestine which were known to grow 
excellently. 

During the two past years the Jewish 
National Fund has remitted more than 
700,000 francs to Palestine for the mainte¬ 
nance of its farms and other institutions, 
also for various relief objects. 
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NEWS FROM ZIONIST CENTERS 


ALABAMA. 

Tikvath Zion Outlines Work for the 
Winter. 

Birmingham!—Mrs. Charles A. Lass re¬ 
ports that at the last meeting of the 
Tikvath Zion Society the various stand¬ 
ing committees rendered reports of their 
work. The reports showed that progress 
was made in every field of Zionist ac¬ 
tivity. Plans were outlined for the win¬ 
ter season. The chairman appealed to 
the members to devote more of their 
time to Zionist work than they have done 
hitherto, in view of the great demands 
made upon American Zionists. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Maccabaean Concert a Success. 

Hartford—The Maccabacans of this 
city held their eighth annual concert and 
dance at Riverview on August 9th. The 
affair was a success, and considerable 
more money was taken in than was ex¬ 
pected. Part of the proceeds will go to 
the various Zionist funds. The commit¬ 
tee in charge of the concert and dance 
consisted of Simon M. Rosenthal, George 
Cutler, Henry Spitz, Abraham Hoffen- 
berg and Morris Zimmerman. 

Central Zionist Committee Elects New 
Officers. 

The Central Zionist Committee of 
Hartford recently elected the following 
officers: Chairman, Joseph A. Hoffcn- 
berg; vice-chairman, J. Silver; secretary. 
George Cutler; treasurer, M. Paskar. This 
committee is composed of delegates from 
the various Zionist organizations of Hart¬ 
ford and has for its purpose Zionist work 
of a general character. The committee is 
now drawing plans for an extensive sea¬ 
son's work, and has in view many ob¬ 
jects, in particular the formation of more 
Zionist clubs and the spreading of Zion¬ 
ism in general throughout the city. 

Connecticut Camps Hold Conference. 

New Britain—A conference of repre- 
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sentatives of all Camps of the Order Sons 
of Zion in Connecticut State was held 
here Sunday, September 2nd. The pur¬ 
pose of the gathering was the organiza¬ 
tion of a State executive and the estab¬ 
lishment of a closer relationship among 
all the Connecticut camps. Mr. Joseph 
Barondess, Nasi of the Order, and Ed¬ 
ward Calm addressed the conference. 

Hadassah Activities in New London. 

New London—Miss Bessie Blaskin, of 
the Hadassah chapter, reports that the 
Hadassah Sewing Circle is making 
marked progress in its work. The Sew¬ 
ing Circle meets every third Wednesday, 
but owing to the increased activity it has 
become necessary, quite often, to call 
special meetings. The Cultural Circle of 
Hadassah did not inert during the sum¬ 
mer months, but it intends to resume its 
activity earlj- in the fall. 

Mr. David Cohen in Connecticut. 

Mr. David Cohen, of Stamford. Conn., is 
making a tour of Connecticut State in the 
interest of The Maccabaean, Dos Yid- 
dishe Folk and Young Judaean. Mr. 
Cohen, since he has offered his services 
in behalf of our periodicals, has done 
splendid work. In a number of cities he 
succeeded in tripling the number of sub¬ 
scribers. We ask our Zionist friends to 
assist Mr. Cohen in his work. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington Council Will Plant Trees in 
Honor of Mr. Justice Brandeis. 

Washington—A Dr. Herzl Memorial 
meeting took place July 25th under the 
auspices of the Washington National 
Fund Council at the 6th Street Syna¬ 
gogue. The principal speaker of the eve¬ 
ning was Dr. Harry Fricdenwald. Ad¬ 
dresses were also delivered by Dr. L. 
Glushak. chairman of the evening, and 
Rabbi G. Silverstone. Money was col¬ 
lected for 32 trees. These trees are to 
be a part of the 1,000 trees to be planted 


in honor of our leader, Louis D. Brandeis. 
On Tisha B’ab collections were made in 
all synagogues. The sum collected for the 
National Fund was $ 12 . 75 . The Council 
is also arranging that the synagogues 
affix National Fund stamps on their 
tickets for the High Holidays. 


ILLINOIS. 

Illinois State League of Zionist Societies. 

A conference of representatives of all 
Knights of Zion Gates in the State of 
Illinois will take place Sunday, Septem¬ 
ber 17th, at the Chicago Hebrew Insti¬ 
tute. The object of the conference is to 
form a State League of all Zionist socie¬ 
ties for the purpose of propaganda and 
concentration of Zionist work. 

KENTUCKY. 

Newport Zionist Society Elects New 
Officers. 

At a recent meeting of the Newport 
Zionist Society the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing six months: 
President, B. M. Siegel; vice-president, 
Harry Siegel; secretary, Miss Eva Fried¬ 
man : financial secretary. Miss Sarah 
Rohrberger; treasurer. Dr. S. Okrent. 
Well attended and spirited meetings are 
now being held weekly at the recently 
opened Y. M. H. A. Building. The 
Library Committee, under the chairman¬ 
ship of Mr. Henry L. Rosin, is arranging 
splendid programs and is encouraging 
thereby the study and discussions of 
Zionist topics. A systematic course of 
lectures on Zionism will be given begin¬ 
ning with the fall. 


MARYLAND. 

New Year’s Greetings from Dr. and Mrs. 
Friedenwald. 

Baltimore—Dr. and Mrs. Harry Fricd¬ 
enwald, 1029 Madison Ave., have donated 
$5 to the National Fund, in lieu of New 
Year’s cards, and take this means of 
wishing their relatives' and friends a 
Happy New Year! 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Zion Association Gives Banquet to 
Mr. Justice Brandeis. 

Boston—The Zion Association of 
Greater Boston will tender a banquet to 
Mr. Justice Louis D. Brandeis, who is 
honorary president of the organization, 
on September 21st. The dinner will be 
limited to members only. Some time ago 
Justice Brandeis said: “When your 
membership is 1.000 I will accept your in¬ 
vitation to be your guest, for you will 
then be the largest Zionist organization 
in the country.” 

At a meeting of the Zion Association, 
held August 25th at the City Club and 
presided over by Peter M. Leavitt, it was 
announced that the membership to date 
was 900. Pledges were made by those 
present to increase the number to 1,000 
within the next 10 days. At the request 
of Justice Brandeis the committee has 
promised to present him with a certified 
list containing the names of the 1,000 
members enrolled. 

Young Friends Hebrew Association 

Raises Money for Emergency Fund. 

Cambridge—At a recent collection held 
in this city by the Young Friends 
Hebrew Association of Cambridge and 
Sommervillc the sum of $36.02 was raised 
for the Zionist Emergency Fund. The 
following participated in the collection: 
Messrs. B. Dratch, I. Goverman, C. 
Greenstein. M. Silverman, H. Gesserman, 
A. Granoff, L. Swartz. M. Rodman, W. 
Rechtcr, J. Madoff, Meyer Swartz, S. 
Shctzer and Jacob Sterin. 


MISSOURI. 

Mr Joseph Rechtman Works for “The 
Maccabaean.” 

St. Louis—Mr. Joseph Rechtman, of 
the Maccabaean Society, has started an 
active campaign in behalf of our journal. 
As a result of his activity, a number of 
new subscribers were secured and fifty 
members of the Maccabaean Society sub¬ 
scribed to The Maccabaean in block. It 
is expected that the members of the Mac- 
cabacan Society will assist Mr. Rechtman 
in his work. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Zionist Association of New Jersey. 

The Executive Committee of the New 
Jersey Zionist Association, at its last 
meeting, worked out general plans of 
Zionist activities for the winter season. 
It sent out an appeal to all its affiliated 
societies, giving them general instruc¬ 
tions as to what should be their activities 
for the coming six months. The societies 
are asked to devote themselves chiefly to 
the Emergency Fund, and have business 
and propaganda meetings as often as only 
possible, so as to be able to carry out 
the work successfully. 


NEW YORK. 

The Zionist Council of Greater New 
York. 

On Thursday night. September 7th. the 
Zionist Council of Greater New York 
held its quarterly conference at Stuy- 
vesant Casino. The chairman. Mr. Rotii- 
enberg. rendered a report of the past 
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three months’ activity. The report the Kardo Theatre anounced the produc- 
showed marked progress in every field tion of the play. But no amount of 
of Zionist activity. During the past gnashing of teeth on the part of the 


three months sixty-mne Zionist meetings 
were held under the auspices of the 
Council. The reports of the chairman 
was accepted with great enthusiasm. The 
Council had made arrangements for a 
speakers’ conference to be held Septem¬ 
ber 18th. Hitherto the Council had 
great difficulty to cope with the large 
demand for Zionist speakers. It is ex¬ 
pected that at this conference a number 
of speakers of national repute will be 
present and devise plans to increase the 
staff of Zionist speakers. It is probable 
that this conference will take initial steps 
to open a speakers’ training school. 

Nordau Zionist Society Resumes 
Its Activities. 

New York—Next month the Nordau 
Zionist Society will celebrate its four¬ 
teenth anniversary. During the period 
of its existence the Nordau Zionist So¬ 
ciety carried on large activities and es¬ 
tablished precedents worthy of emula¬ 
tion. When the Jewish nationalist idea 
was hardly known among the American 
Jewish youth, the Nordau Zionist So¬ 
ciety conducted a campaign for Zionists 
among the students of the East Side 
Evening High School, where for a time 
its meetings were held. 

During the last two and a half years 
the Nordau Zionist Society was not 
among the active organizations in the 
Zionist fold. This was due to the transi¬ 
tional stage the members were under¬ 
going, when they were emerging from 
youth into manhood. However, about a 
half a year ago the organization once 
more plunged into Zionist work, and 
ever since has been giving a good ac¬ 
count of itself. In the short period of 
its rejuvenated existence the Nordau 
Zionist Society has participated in many 
activities of a national and local char¬ 
acter. 

Acting on an old established precedent 
of the Nordau Zionist Society to enter 
each year in the Golden Book of the 
Jewish National Fund the name of the 
American Zionist who, in the opinion of 
the society, had rendered during that 
year signal service to the movement, 
the Executive Committee, at its meet¬ 
ing of August 22d, decided to inscribe 
in the Golden Book the name of Mr. 
Louis Lipsky. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists’ Theatre 
Performance. 

On the occasion of the theatre benefit 
of the Austro-Hungarian Zionists, Oc¬ 
tober 25 th, Mr. Boris Thomashefsky will 
present Dr. Herzl’s masterpiece, “Das 
Neue Ghetto.” in his theatre on Second 
avenue and Houston street. It is the 
first time “Das Neue Ghetto” is being 
produced on the Yiddish stage. The play 
was written by Dr. Herzl long before 
he was known to be a Zionist. It was 
not staged, however, until after he had 
made himself famous as the leader of 
the Zionist movement. The indignation 
of the Jewish assimilationists was 
greatly aroused, when the management of 


Jewish assimilationists could prevent pro¬ 
ducing this play, which was considered 
by them as a piece of heresy. It is in¬ 
teresting to note that in spite of their 
clamoring and threats to “excommuni¬ 
cate” the theatre. “Das Neue Ghetto’ was 
the greatest success of the season. It is 
expected that every Zionist in this city 
will avail himself of the opportunity to 
sec the play. 

Degel Zion Elects New Officers. 

Brownsville—At a recent meeting of 
the Degel Zion of Brownsville the fol¬ 
lowing were elected officers for the en¬ 
suing year: President, Charles Geist; 
vice-president, N. Persky; recording sec¬ 
retary, M. Podolsky; I. Harrin, corre¬ 
sponding secretary, and M. Finkelstein, 
financial secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

New Societies Being Organized in 
Pennsylvania. 

The Federation reports that Mr. G. 
Agronsky has been spending two weeks 
of his vacation in the cities of middle 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Agronsky has visited 
Allentown, Pottstowm, Lancaster, South 
Bethlehem and Easton, and in all of these 
cities new societies are being organized. 


TENNESSEE. 

Ahavath Zion Elects Miss Garfinkle 
Honorary Member. 

Memphis—The Ahavath Zion of this 
city had as its guest Miss Annie Gar¬ 
finkle of Nashville, Tenn. During her 
stay Miss Garfinkle delivered two lectures. 
In recognition of the services rendered 
by her to the Ahavath Zion Society, Miss 
Garfinkle was unanimously elected honor¬ 
ary member of the society. 


..VIRGINIA. 

The Virginia Zionist Association. 

The Virginia Zionist Association be¬ 
gan its activities for the year on Sunday, 
August 20th, when its Executive Board 
held a meeting in Petersburg, Va. 

Representatives were present from 
Norfolk, Portsmouth, Newport News, 

The Executive Board decided to pre¬ 
pare for tours for speakers throughout 
the State during the months of October 
and November. It was decided to co¬ 
operate in spreading The Maccabaean and 
Dos Yiddishe Folk wherever possible. It 
was decided that in those cities where 
two or more Zionist societies existed a 
Central Committee lie formed in accord¬ 
ance with a resolution adopted at the 
Philadelphia convention. 

Miss Rebecca Sonnenberg of Rich¬ 
mond resigned from the State executive 
committee and Mr. S. Sharove was 
elected to fill the vacancy. 

The secretary, Mrs. Blaustein, re¬ 
ported that she had secured a number 
of members-at-large in Pocohontas and 
tftat she was interested in forming in¬ 
tercollegiate groups in the University of 
Virginia and in the Washington and Lee 
University. 
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Young Judaea 



New Affiliations 

The following clubs have applied for 
affiliation with Young Judaea during the 
month of August: Buds of Judaea, Nor¬ 
wich, Conn.; Buds of Zion, Newburgh, 
N. Y.; Sons of Zion, Providence, R. I.; 
Abraham's Children, Louisville, Ky.; 
Young Children of Israel, Norma, N. J.; 
Young Judaea, Portsmouth, Va., and 
Young Maccabees, Louisville, Ky. 


Track and Field Meet 

Permits have been issued to Young 
Judaea to hold its annual track and field 
meet at the Betsy Head Memorial Park 
in Brooklyn, and at the Van Cortlanut 
Park in New York, Sunday morning and 
afternoon, October 29th. The program 
will include events for girls as well as 
boys and for juniors as well as older 
members. There will be four classes ac¬ 
cording to weight for both the girls and 
the boys. The events include short 
dashes, relay races, high and broad 
jumps, shot-puts, three-legged and potato 
races and a pentatilon for girls and an¬ 
other for boys. 


Leaders’ Bulletin 

The October issue of the Leaders’ Bul¬ 
letin will contain a unique plan of a 
Merit System in Young Judaea devised 
by the Baltimore Council under the di¬ 
rection of Rabbi Eugene Kohn. Ac¬ 
cording to the plan three orders in 
Young Judaea are provided for, ad¬ 
vancement from one order to the next 
higher being achieved by securing fifty 
points. The points are secured for liter¬ 
ary work or service either to the club or 
to the local council. A member of the 
first order is known as "The Talinid" 
(disciple), the second order as “Chavor" 
(Fellow), the third order is "the Manhig" 
(Master). The plan also includes vari¬ 
ous honors and privileges that each de¬ 
gree secures. It also includes cere¬ 
monials and the ritual of initiation into a 
Young Judaea club. 

Together with the plan as originally 
outlined, there will appear in the Lead¬ 
ers' Bulletin a series of comments upon 
the plan submitted by leaders of the 
movement. These suggestions and the 
original plan will be later submitted to 
the Executive Committee of Young 
Judaea for ratification. Tt is hoped to 
place the plan in operation during the 
fall. 


Membership Cards 

A Young Judaea Membership Card is 
being prepared to be issued to each and 
every member of an affiliated club of 
Young Judaea, immediately after the 
holidays. The membership cards will 
only be issued to clubs in good standing 
upon the presentation by the club of a 
record for each member. Registration 
blanks will be sent to each club upon 
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which is to appear a brief statement of 
last year's activity, statistics of the club, 
a description of the plans for the coming 
year, and the record of all members in 
good standing. Upon the receipt of these 
blanks, the club will be registered for the 
year, and cards will be issued to their 
members. 


Y. M. H. A. Convention 

At the Seventh Annual Convention of 
the United Young Men's Hebrew and 
Ladies’ Auxiliary Associations of Penn¬ 
sylvania, held at Easton, Sunday and 
Monday. August 27th and 28th, a short 
address on the subject of Y. M. IT. A. 
and Young Judaea was delivered by- 
David Schnccberg. As a result, a reso¬ 
lution was passed by- the convention en¬ 
dorsing the Young Judaea movement, in¬ 
viting cooperation and authorizing their 
Executive Committee to take action in 
introducing the Young Judaea movement 
in the various associations throughout 
the state. 


Visit to Chicago 

The Executive Secretary, Mr. David 
Sclinecberg, will visit Chicago for a stay 
of two weeks beginning September 15th 
for the purpose of introducing the move¬ 
ment on an extensive scale in that city'. 
While Young Judaea has local councils 
in charge of Young Judaea activity in 
such cities as Philadelphia. Baltimore, 
Boston and St. Louis, at Chicago, with 
the second largest Jewish population in 
the country. Young Judaea is almost un¬ 
known. No leaders' committee has been 
formed and only- two clubs exist. \ T oung 
Judaea has decided upon the proper and 
extensive organization of Young Judaea 
in Chicago as one of its principal activi¬ 
ties for the year and the present visit of 
the secretary will be to survey the field, 
organize a committee and assist in for¬ 
mally inaugurating the work. College 
students and other young people inter¬ 
ested in the work of Young Judaea and 
willing to volunteer their services either 
in leading clubs or other participation 
are requested to communicate with the 
office of Young Judaea, 44 East 23rd 
street, New York City, or to Young 
Judaea, care of the Knights of Zion. 1613 
Ashland Block, Chicago, Ill. 


Emergency Fund 

Young Judaea during the coming year 
will make a strong endeavor to redeem 
its pledge of $3,000 for the Emergency 
Fund made at the last Zionist Conven¬ 
tion. In New York City collections are 
being made by means of dime-savings 
banks, and this plan is being spread in 
other Young Judaea centres, such as 
Providence, R. I.. and Bridgeport, Conn. 
It is expected after the holidays other 
cities will join in the lead now being 
taken by Young Judaea of New York. 


The Young Zionists of St. Louis, the 
leading western club of Young Judaea, 
has forwarded $150 to the Emergency 
Fund, the proceeds of a collection made 
by its members on the second anniver¬ 
sary of the War. 

The Juniors of the Congregation Tiph- 
ereth Israel of Glen Cove, L. I., have 
sent in $26.25 to the Emergency Fund, 
proceeds of their Tisha B'ab collection. 

The Children's Emergency Fund Com¬ 
mittee of Newburyport, Mass., have add¬ 
ed another ten dollars to their account, 
bringing the total to $60. Other clubs 
arc requested to lend a helping hand. 
Circulars, certificates, boxes and details 
will be sent upon request to the office. 
All funds for the Emergency Fund 
should be sent direct to Young Judaea. 


Young Judaea Annual 

A special circular has been sent to 
clubs giving final notice that the Young 
Judaea Annual goes to press October 1st. 
Clubs that have not received this circular 
or are not informed of the scope and 
purpose of this publication should com¬ 
municate immediately with the office and 
secure the several circulars that have 
been issued on the subject. The annual 
offers each district organization and 
council, as well as individual clubs and 
groups of clubs, the opportunity of hav¬ 
ing a history and description of their or¬ 
ganization of club inserted in this book¬ 
let, together with illustrations. There is 
still time to send in this material; it will 
be too late after the publication has been 
sent to press. We trust every club and 
district organization will immediately 
take steps in order to insure a statement 
of their activity in the first issue of the 
annual, which will be the permanent and 
only record of the national organization 
for the entire year. 


Sioux City, Iowa. 

The Young Judaean Club of Sioux 
City. Iowa, under the direction of Dr. 
M. A. Helfgott, presented a monologue 
rntitled “The Shofar,” written by Louis 
Lipsky, at the Hebrew Institute on 
Sunday evening, August 13th, before 
an audience of about three hundred. 
In addition to this there was a musi¬ 
cal program and recitations, which 
was very pleasing. This entertainment 
was the club’s initial one, but it is ex¬ 
pected that such affairs will be given 
quite often. The cast consisted of the 
following six members: Joe Rice. Louis 
Pickus, Abe Daskovsky. Morris Picktis. 
William Horwich and Joe Osheroff. A 
delightful program was rendered by the 
following participants: Miss Rose David¬ 
son, Dr. M. A. Helfgott, Mr. Morris 
Pickus, Rose Baron. Miss Sarah Brods¬ 
ky and Miss Tillic Brodsky. 
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S Where and Whom to Join | 

H Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, i| 
= together with such information as may be useful to unaffiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organiza- = 

= tions. The rate is $3.00 a year. Organizations desirin g to be listed in this directory should communicate with = 
S the Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. S 
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ALABAMA. 

Birmingham —Tikwath Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; meets every 
third Sunday. Dues $3.00 yearly for men; 
$1.50 for women. President, I Abelson; 
Secretary, Mrs. Chas. A. Lass, 1623 13th 
Street, South. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Los Angeles— Young Zionists’ Association ; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
Secretary, Harry Fram, 1104 East 22nd 
Street. 

CONNECTICUT* 

Hartford—Bnel Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; President, J. Silver; 
Secretary, S. A. Lieberman, 1216 Main 
Street. 

Youths of Zion: English speaking; upper 
class high school boys; President, Henry 
N. Colins; Secretary. Milton Machamofsky, 
122 Canton Street. 

Daughters of Herzl: English speaking; 
for upper class high school girls; Presi¬ 
dent, K. Seboolnick; Secretary, Lillian 
Cohen, 35 Kennedy Street. 

Sons and Daughters of Herzl: English 
and Yiddish speaking; for young men and 
women; President, A. Nevelsteln; Assistant 
Secretary, A. Kastinsky, 27 Wooster Street. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington —Louis D. Brandeis Society; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a year; Presi¬ 
dent, Julius Peyser; Secretary, Lawrenee 
Koenigsberger, Southern Bldg. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago—Kadimob Society; English 
speaking: for men only; meets twice a 
month. Dues, $3.00 a year; President, Max 
Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4034 
Forestvllle Avenue. 

Hadnssah: English speaking, for women; 
Secretary, Miss Mary Silverman, 555 W. 
Taylor Street. 

Zerubovel Gate; English speaking; for 
young men and women; meets twice a 
month at the Jewish Educational Alliance 
Bldg., 1243 N. Wood Street ;dues, $3.00 per 
year; Edward H. Harris, president; Sarah 
V. Jacobson, secretary, 1410 Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville —Louisville Zion Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking; for men and women; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans —Ohavei Zion; English 
spenking; for men and women; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pallet, 1707 Baronne Street. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore —Iladassah ; English speaking; 
for women; meets monthly; dues, $3.00 
yearly; associate members, $2.00; Secretary, 
Mrs. Louis H. Levin, 2104 CHielsea Terrace. 

Hatchiah Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1216 E. Baltimore Street, 
Room 3; President H. London; Secretary, 
H. Wolpert, 428 Asquith Street. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston —Hadassah; English speaking; for 
women; President, Miss Ida Bolonsky; 
Secretary, Rebecca Cauman, 100 Harvard 
Street, Dorchester. 

Zionist Bureau for New England; 161 
Devonshire Street; Chairman, Jacob de 
IJaas. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas City —Tiphereth Zion Association; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly: dues. 25 cents per month: 
President, Mark A. Hutterer; Secretary, 
Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen. 

8t. Louis —Maccabaean Society; English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every other Tuesday; dues, 5 cents 
a week; President, A. Levine; Secretary, 
Morris B. Seligsohn, 5658 Etzel Avenue. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Newark—Hadassah; English speaking; 
for women only; meets monthly; dues, 
$3.00 annually; President, Miss Suruu 
Kussy; Secretary, Miss Kay Abeles, 176 
Peshlue Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
dues $1.50 quarterly; meets twice a month; 
President, Louis A. Fast; Secretary, A. 
Slutzky, OSS S. Grove Street, Irvington. 

,The Tbeo. Herzl Zion Society; meets at 
Fein berg's Hall, Prince and Heiney Streets, 
twice a month; dues 25c monthly; Presi¬ 
dent, Philip Mendelsohn; Secretary, Harry 
Weiss, 100 Monmouth Street. 

Jersey City—Mizpeh Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
dues. $4.00 yearly; meets twice a month; 
President, I. Segal; Secretary, H. G. Miller. 
453 Palisade Avenue. 

NEW YORK. 

Bronx—Zion Club “Hashachar;” English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
Club rooms 1258 Boston lioad; open dally 
from 7 P. M. to 11 P. M.; President, Sig¬ 
mund Mausowitz; Secretary, M. Weisgal, 
289 Brook Avenue. 

Straus Zion Society; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men only; meets every 2nd 
and 4th Saturday, at 75-79 E. 116th Street; 
President, H. Friedman; Secretary, D. Mln- 
chenburg, 961 E. 173rd Street. 

Bar-Cochba Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of the month at the Hunts Point 
Palace. 953 So. Boulevard; President, H. 
Kahn ; Secretary, S. Spiro, 1145 Fox Street. 

Maccabaean Zion Association; English 
speaking; for men and women; meets every 
second Sunday at the Bronx House; Presi¬ 
dent, M. Kadushin; Secretary, Naomi Fisch, 
1570 Bathgate Avenue. 

Tiphereth Zion Club; English speaking; 
for men; meets 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 
month at the Bronx. Y. M. H. A.; Presi¬ 
dent, Samuel Stickle; Secretary, Max Fox, 
951 Aldus Street. 

Brooklyn—Don Abarbanel Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 
meets every two weeks; dues $7.00 per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secre¬ 
tary, Herman PanofT. 618 Eastern Parkway. 

Literary Circle B’noth Zion Kadimah; 
English speaking; for women; meets every 
Thursday evening at 184 Eldridge Street; 
President, Dinah Harris; Secretary, F. 
LIchtman, 15S0 Eastern Parkway, Brook- 
yn. N. Y. 

Degel Zion of Brownsville; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday night at 234 Sackman 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.; President, A. 
Street. Brooklyn, N. Y r .; President, Charles 
Geist: Secretary, M. Podolsky, 418 Alabama 
Avenue. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men only: dues, $6.00 and insur¬ 
ance; President, Edward Cabn; Fin. Sec., 
Max Ivlausner; Secretary, Philip Rosen- 
blum, 892 Broadway. 

Manhattan—Friends of Zion Camp; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men only; 
meets twice a month; dues, $6.00 per year; 
President, H. B. Isaacson; Secretary, M. S. 
Banner, 1977 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists and Ladies' 
Circle; English and Yiddish speaking; 
President, Samuel Wiesen; Secretary, Her¬ 
man Drucker, 43 East 3rd Street. 

Collegiate Zionist League; meets at 
Y. M. H. A. Building, Lexington Avenue 
and 92nd Street. Open to college and uni¬ 
versity graduates: President, Joseph I. 
Davidman; Secretary, Miss Tillie Hoff- 

tadter. 

Hadassah; English speaking; for women 
only; meets four times a year (public 
meetings); dues, $3.00 annually; national 
president. Miss Henrietta Szold; 2 Pine- 
hurst Avenue; local president. Mrs. Rich¬ 
ards Gottheil, 417 Riverside Drive; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Flora Cohen, 86 W. 119th Street. 
Conducts a School of Zionism under the 
leadership of Miss Jessie E. Sampter. 


Harlem Zionists; English and Yiddish 
speaking; meets at 10 VV. 114th Street; for 
men and women; President, Simon Fein; 
Treasurer, Isudore Baker; Secretary, Miss 
Fannie Schecter, 79 W. 110th Street. 

Organization Camp; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues, $1.50 quarterly; 
meets twice u month; President, Dr. George 
Jeshuruu; Secretary, S. Sobel, 62 McKibben 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land 
purchasing organization; open to all; Presi¬ 
dent, Benard A. Rosenblatt; Secretary, 
Sylvan Robinson, care of Zion Common¬ 
wealth, 44 E. 23rd Street. 

David Wolfsou Zion Club; Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; meets every 
Saturday evening at Public School 63, 4th 
Street, Room 3U6; President, Mr. Sbeink- 
mun ; Secretary, Mr. Zichlinsky, 282 Broome 
Street. 

Einuuath Zion Circle; Yiddish speaking; 
for men and women; meets Sunday at 4 
P. M. f at 125 W. 28 th Street; President, 
A. Leviusky ; Secretary, Minnie Steuer, 509 
E. * 2 ini SLreei. 

Goldfadeu Nutional Dramatic Club; Yid¬ 
dish speaking; for men and women; meets 
Friday evening at 98 Forsyth Street; Presi¬ 
dent, Paul Minskoff: Secretary, N. Wein- 
garten, 313 E. 13th Street. 

Zion Organization Hateehiyah; Yiddish 
speaking; for men; meets 2 nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month at 225 E. Broadway; 
President, J. Maltin; Secretary, N. Silver- 
man. 108 E. Houston Street. 

Federation of American Zionists; 44 East 
23rd Street: Chairman, Louis Lipsky. 

Albany—Sons and Daughters of Zion, English 
and Yiddish speaking; meets twice a 
month; dues, $3.00 annually; President, 
Samuel Caplan, 69 Herkimer St.; Secre¬ 
tary, Harry Naum, 290 So. Pearl St. 

Schenectady—Hadassuh; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; meets twice a month: 
dues $3.00 yearly; Secretary, Miss Annette 
Lifset, 447 Hulett Street. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati—Cincinnati Zionist Society; 
English and Yiddish speaking; for men 
and women; President, Dr. It. W. Miller; 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine, 3212 Reading 
Road. 

Cleveland—Zion Association; English 
speaking; for men only; Secretary, Max 
E. Katz, Engineers Building. 

Hadassah: English speaking; for women; 
meets twice a month; President, Mrs. J. 
Biskind; Secretary, Miss RIvella Shapiro, 
2394 East 37th Street. 

Jndath Maccabaean Camp: English aod 
Yiddish speaking; for meu; Secretary, D. 
Carter, 5010 Sowtell Street. 

Columbus—Nordau Zion Society; Eng- 
«ish speaking; for men and women; Presi¬ 
dent, Isaac Mellmen; Secretary, Hyman 
Lieverinan, 540 Elsmore Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown—Tikwath Zion; English 
speaking; for men; President, Mr. Natliun 
Glosser; Secretary, Mr. Albert Pullet. 227% 
Vine Street. 

Philadelphia —Hadassah; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; President, Miss Sadye 
Gardrov, 223 Franklin Avenue; Secretary, 
Miss Zulena C. Slootskey, 1647 W. 8th St. 

Friends of Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; for men; dues. $2.00 yearly; 
meets weekly; President, Dr. Jacob Ber¬ 
man: Secretary, Joseph Josephson 502 
Mountain Street. 

Moses Hess Camp; English and Y'iddlsh 
speaking; for men; Secretary, J. Josephson, 
2615 S. 6th Street. 

Pittsburgh—Tiphereth Zion; English 
speaking; for professional and business 
men; dues, $5.00 per annum; President, 
Chas. I. Cooper, Washington Bank Build¬ 
ing; Treasurer, Wm. L. Avner, Esq., Ber¬ 
ger Building; Secretary, Dr. H. L. Eber, 
Center and Vallejo Streets. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis —Ahavas Zion; English speak¬ 
ing; for men and women; President, Henry 
Birkner, 136 North Main Street; Secretary, 
Regina Goldberger, 420 N. Montgomery. 
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TEXAS. 

Dallas—Texas Young Zionists: English 
speaking; for men and women; Treasurer, 
Miss Sarah Goldberg; Secretary, Miss Anna 
Richter, 703 Elm Street. 

San Antonio— Bnai Zion; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, R. 
Muravln, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk —Norfolk Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men only; dues, $0.00 
per year and insurance; President, Louis 
Tabakin; Secretary. M. S. Jaffe, 9332 Wood 
Street. 

WISCONSIN. 

Appleton—Sham re y Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent. I. H. Greenberg; Sec’y, A. L. Jacobs. 

Beloit—Mnzkire Zion Gate: President, S. 
KnpitanolT; Secretary, E. Balabon. 

Eau Claire—Chippewa Valley Zion Gate; 
President, M. M. Horn: Secretary, P. Cooks. 

Fond du Lac—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Mauls: Secretary, H. Manis. 

Green Bay—Ahnvath Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, J. L. Levltas; Sec’y, Miss R. Levine. 

The Sons and Daughters of Zion; Presi¬ 


dent, I. A. Abrams; Secretary, Miss J. Aik. 

Hnrley—Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men ; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President, 
Louis Ladin; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hur¬ 
ley. 

Kenosha—Kenosha Zion Gate; President. 
J. D. Roseublum; Secretary, B. Cohen. 

Madison—Zionist Society of Madison; 
President, Saul Kasdin; Secretary, Philip 
Silverstein. 

Manitowoc—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Schwartz; Secretary, Mrs. E. Harris. 

Marshfield—BNcy Zion Gate; President, 
R. Miller; Secretary, M. Wilner. 

Marinette—Abavath Zion Gate; President, 
I. H. Solomon; Secretary, H. Hankin. 

Milwaukee—Jeandan Halevi Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, L. Shapiro; Secretary, H. Seldelman. 

Hatikwah Gate; President, Miss S. H. 
Manhoff; Secretary, Miss I. L. Margoles. 

Oshkosh—Hadrath Zion Gate; President, 
M. Block : Secretary, Mrs. D. S. Callln. 

Sheboygan—Cboveve Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. Balkansky; Secretary, S. L. Moses. 

Stevens Point—Dorshei Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, I. Sliafton; Secretary, S Goldberg. 


Superior—Agudath Zion Gate; President. 
H. Aronsohn; Secretary, Miss C. Kaner. 

Those residing in a place where no Zion¬ 
ist Society exists may become members at 
large of the Wisconsin State League of 
Zionist Societies, by paying Three ($3.00) 
Dollars per year. This will entitle them 
to either the Maccabaean (an English 
Monthly Magazine) or Dos Ylddlshe Folk 
(a Jewish Weekly Newspaper), as well as 
all other literature pertaining to Zionism— 
the same as organized societies receive. 
Communicate with Ben Elman. Secretary. 
10 Hancock Street, Madison, Wis. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English 
speaking; for men and women; dues. 25 
cents per month; meets twice a month; 
President, Charles Levy; Secretary, Miss 
R. S. Baum, 103 Huron Street. 

Vancouver—Vancouver Zionist and Soieal 
Society; English speaking; for men; Secre¬ 
tary. Edward Miller. 01 Cordova Street. W. 

Yarmouth, N. S.—Bnei B’nctn Zion; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men and 
women; meets once a month; dues $2.20 
yearly; President, Max S. Smofsky; Secre¬ 
tary, Rev. A. Waingar, Yarmouth, N. S. 



IIIUIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIUItllllllMIIIIIUII 

The wish has been expressed in many quarters that we should manifest in a worthy form our profound 
gratitude to the man who helped the Zionist movement through the grave period after the death of Herd 
and led it on to further successes. We responded to the first demand for a souvenir of Wolffsohn by issuing 
the Wolff sohn stamp , which reproduces the features of the departed with great fidelity and has found uni¬ 
versal approval. But there is a desire to honor Wolff sohn in a much more enduring manner, in connection 
with a colonisation enterprise in Palestine. 

David Wolff sohn was heartily devoted to the Jewish National Fund from the first moment of its exist¬ 
ence up to his dying breath. As Governor of many years standing and Vice-President of our Board of 
Directors, he co-operated in all the undertakings of the National Fund in Palestine upon which he brought 
to bear his wise counsel and his great experience. He also interested himself constantly in all the propaganda 
measures adopted for increasing the wealth of our national treasury. When the question of the building of 
houses for the workmen and families in Palestine became acute, Wolff sohn handed over the David and 
Fanny Wolff sohn Foundation, established by the Zionists on the occasion of his silver wedding, to the perma¬ 
nent administration of the Jewish National Fund. 

During Wolffsohns lifetime the Head Office refrained from any extensive propaganda for the Wolff- 
sokn Fund out of regard for the near relations of the departed head of the Jewish National Fund. Hence 
its income up to Wolffsohn’s death only reached the comparatively small sum of about £.1,600. With 
this amount a great deal of beneficial work has already been done in Palestine; fifteen workmen’s family 
houses have been built in the colonies of Petach Tikvah, Rechoboth, Rishon le Zion and Ness-Zionah, and 
in the last fezv years a small artisans’ settlement has been founded in the colony of Merchaviah. 

David Wolff sohn expected a great deal of benefit to result from the activity and the future develop¬ 
ment of this fund. He also expressed this hope in his last will and testament, the terms of which have not 
been published, but of which we can state that the W olffsohn Fund has been doubled by a legacy. 

The Head Office of the Jesvish National Fund now addresses an appeal to all our fellow-Zionists and 
friends to co-operate in enlarging the David and Fanny IVolffsohn Fund, in order that it may be able suc¬ 
cessfully to cary out its task of furthering the connection of the Jewish laborers with the soil of Palestine. A 
Wolff sohn Fund equipped with sufficient funds to surround the towns and colonics of Palestine with laborers' 
villages, would be a symbol of gratitude and a living monument worthy of the memory of the great departed. 

THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND. 
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NOTICE TO ZIONIST SPEAKERS 

Zionist speakers are urged to speak of the merits of our publica¬ 
tions—The Maccabaean, Dos Yiddishe Folk and The Young Judaean— 
at meetings which they address. 

If it is impossible to speak of publications in the address, then 
when the speakers meet with committees an effort should be made to 
have them understand the important obligation they owe to our 
periodicals. 

Speakers should also make an effort to secure the names and ad¬ 
dresses of persons who are likely to become subscribers to the 
periodicals. 

Our permanent hold on any community depends upon how many 
readers there are of our publications. 

When going into a new city the speaker can secure all the neces¬ 
sary information as to the extent of the circulation of any one of our 
periodicals in that particular city, by applying to the Federation office 

^' reCt ' Louis Lipsky, Chairman 


ESTABLISHED 1873 

S. JARMULOWSKY’S 
BANK 

CONSERVATIVE 

BANKING 

Interest Paid on Deposits 

54 Canal Street 

NEW YORK 


HADASSAH NUMBER OF THE MACCABAEAN 

Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization, has undertaken on 
the occasion of its Fifth Anniversary, Purim, 1917, to edit a number 
of The Maccabaean. All Zionist women are invited to submit material, 
which will be passed upon by a committee. Send manuscripts to 

Jessie E. Sampter, 230 West 107th Street, New York. 
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Fireproof 
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Safe Deposit Boxes 
$4 Per Year and Up 



ONE TEN CENT BOX OF 

EX-LAX 


The Famous Chocolate Laxative 

will regulate your bowels and relieve you of the miseries of 

CONSTIPATION 

If your stomach isn’t just righ 1 , if you have abad taste in the mouth, 
coated tongue, feel distressed after eating and have frequent headaches, juBt 
take Ex-Lax. This will tone up your stomach, aid digestion, promote bodily 
vigor and strengthen the nervous system. You will be surprised to see how 
quickly your energy, ambition and appetite will come back to you. 

10c., 25c., and 50c. a Box, at All Drug Stores. 


Annual Ball 


Zionist 

Council 


of Greater New York 


will be held 


November 19, 1916 


Central Opera House 

67th Street and 3rd Avenue. 

No New York Zionist 
should fail to be present at 
this great Zionist gathering. 

Tickets to be had at the 
office of the Zionist Council, 
44 East 23rd Street; the 
Austro-Hungarian Zionists, 
43 East 3rd Street: the 
Hashachar, 1258 Boston 
Road, Bronx; the Zionist 
Headquarters, 234 Sackman 
Street, Brownsville, N. Y. 
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AN AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
IN SIGHT 

IT IS fair to assume that the new peace 
* agreement will be accepted by the 
delegates to the Philadelphia Confer¬ 
ence. Strengthened by the returns on 
the first vote which rejected the peace 
agreement, the sub-committee of the 
Congress organization committee went 
into conference, determined not to ac¬ 
cede the principles involved. They 
stood for placing a limitation upon the 
representation to be accorded the na¬ 
tional organizations, and for such a 
phrasing of the clause regarding group 
or national rights as would not stultify 
the national elements participating in 
the Congress. They also insisted that 
constructive relief should not be excluded 
from the purview of the Congress. All 
three propositions the sub-committee of 
the Conference of National Organiza¬ 
tions conceded. The national organiza¬ 
tions will be given only twenty-five per 
cent, of the delegates to the Congress. 
The clause relating to national rights is 
so worded as to enable the Congress to 
take up all rights that may be asked for 
by the Jews in the lands affected; the 
obnoxious term, “group dights,” is elim¬ 
inated. The committee of J 40 , which is 
to organize and call the Congress may, 
in its discretion, place the question of 
constructive relief on the agenda of the 
Congress. These three important points 
were conceded by Mr. Marshall’s com¬ 
mittee. On the other hand, the perma¬ 
nence of the Congress, immigration, and 
the consideration of theoretical resolu¬ 
tions remain on the excluded list, and 
it will not be possible to bring them up 
except by unanimous consent. It is clear 
that the Congress committee has achiev¬ 
ed a victory, which gives ground for the 
hope that the Congress may eventually 
become that for which all nationalists 
and Zionists have been striving for many 
years. In the meantime, however, the 
Congress to be held is a Congress for 
Jewish rights, full rights, plus construc- 
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tivc relief, and all other questions are 
excluded. But as the education of our 
people continues, unanimity of sentiment 
will grow on the urgency of considering 
at the Congress a number of other ques¬ 
tions that are now regarded as divisive. 
What has been achieved is all that could 
have been achieved, under the circum¬ 
stances, without dividing American 
Jewry on the leading issues. It is hoped 
that the second referendum will be 
adopted as speedily as possible in order 
that the actual calling of the Congress 
may proceed at once. 
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THE POALE ZION CONVENTION 

HE Poale Zion convention is being 
held in Boston as we go to press. 
During the past year, this party in Zion¬ 
ism made gratifying progress in Amer¬ 
ica, thanks to the energetic participation 
of its leaders in all Jewish movements 
arising out of the war, and thanks to the 
compactness of its organization. It has 
not yet succeeded in reaching the Eng¬ 
lish-speaking Jews, and it will take a long 
time for it to do so, for the propor¬ 
tion of radicals among the English- 
speaking Jews is lower than among the 
Yiddish-speaking Jews, and the number 
of the former is much less. The Poale 
Zion make a great deal of capital out o! 
their opposition to the anti-nationalisl 
socialists, but it is a question whethei 
they could not accomplish more by en. 
tering into the socialist ranks and fight¬ 
ing these forces from the inside, instead 
of from the outside. T11 the Congress move¬ 
ment the Poale Zion has been strong in 
their opposition to compromise, in 
theory, but in fact were the originators 
of most of the compromise ideas in the 
movement. They have altered their 
point of view a number of times, but 
while changing their methods they have 
held to their principles with zeal. In 
the relief work they have been working 
consistently with the People's Relief 
Committee, in which they play an im¬ 
portant part. They have not been as ac¬ 
tive for the Emergency Fund as was ex¬ 
pected, but they proffer the excuse that 
they have been compelled to substan¬ 
tially aid all Poale Zion institutions as 
a result of the war, many of them lo¬ 
cated in Palestine. It is to be hoped 
that during the coming year they will be 
recalled to the duty which they owe to 
the Emergency Fund, and divert the at¬ 
tention of their workers to the direct 
Zionist work, which needs the co-opera¬ 
tion of all Zionists capable of sacrifices. 
The Poale Zion have a great capacity 
for sacrifices, which should now be 
placed in immediate Zionist service. 
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SIMON FRUG 

T HE Jewish world will have a long 
list of losses to review when this 
black war ends. Already the list in¬ 
cludes Pcretz and Sholoni Aleichcm, 
among the leading notables, and now the 
report comes of the death of Frug, the 
poet, who of all Yiddish poets strikes 
most clearly the simple note of the 
olden day, before Jews congregated in 
the Russian cities and created their eco¬ 
nomic parties, and began to ape the 
methods of foreign and often decadent 
literatures. Frug speaks for the town 
Jew, who is close to nature, to whom 
Succoth was not a jest, but a reality. 
He knows a great deal about the farm, 
about trees and birds, and docs not hesi¬ 
tate to sing, although in forlorn tones, 
of the day when the Jew pressed the 
plow unto the yielding soil and felt him¬ 
self part of God's plan of life. Frug 
deals without reserve with the old 
symbols of Jewish poetry, calling upon 
the store of Jewish learning to give pic- 
turesqueness to his figures of speech. His 
success in Russian literature, which was 
considerable, aided him in his attempt 
to place Yiddish poetry upon a basis of 
originality and innate power, rather than 
as a dependent upon the torms and 
thought of other literatures. In the final 
summary of Jewish literature, the sim¬ 
plicity and clearness of Frug will place 
him high on the list of Jewish poets. 

THE EASY CRITICS 

W ITH the growth of the American 
Zionist organization, large problems 
have arisen, which the officers have en¬ 
gaged with a devotion few people outside 
the inner circle appreciate. Intricate prob¬ 
lems of finance, relief, organization, 
propaganda, come up dailv for action, 
and decisions must be made with judg¬ 
ment of conditions that are constantly 
changing. Under the circumstances, 
mistakes arc unavoidable, but no one 
who knows will charge responsible Zion¬ 
ist officers with neglecting to give to 
their task the best that is in them, sac¬ 
rificing their time and strength to cope 
with the situation. Under the circum¬ 
stances, also, there must be criticism; 
the movement is democratic and thrives 
on an intelligent discussion of all its 
problems. Some of the criticism is un¬ 
worthy of the name because it is not 
open and above-board, being conducted 
anonymously, as if the critics were un¬ 
willing to take the full responsibility for 
what they arc saying. Some of the criti¬ 
cism is clear and frank, and it is wel¬ 
come. Such a criticism is that of the 
Rev. Joseph Friedlandcr, whose open 
letter to the Provisional Committee ap¬ 
peared in the “Jewish Exponent." It is 
to be regretted that the letter appeared 
without at the same time giving an op¬ 
portunity to answer the questions asked. 
It is also to be regreted that Dr. 
F riedlander did not inform himself 
in advance from the Zionist records 
on many of the points raised. Had 
he done so, more than half of his letter 
would have been unnecessary. As it is. 
Mr. dc Haas’ letter gives in a clear form 
categorical replies to all the questions 
asked, justifying the policies of the Pro¬ 
visional Committee. These policies, once 
understood, will meet, we have no doubt, 
with the approval of all Zionists who ap¬ 
preciate the large responsibility assumed 


by the American Zionist organization 
since the outbreak of war. We ask all 
our readers to study Mr. de Haas' letter, 
in order that they may the better under¬ 
stand the work the Provisional Commit¬ 
tee is doing. 

THE DISCARDED COMMISSION 

HTHE commission that was to have gone 
* to the occupied territories on behalf 
of the Joint Distribution Commitee did 
not succeed in having its passports vised. 
Word was received from Germany that 
inasmuch as Dr. Magnes was there, the 
commission was unnecessary, and ac¬ 
tion should be postponed until Dr. Mag¬ 
nes returned to New York. This was a 
practical refusal to allow the other mem¬ 
bers of the commission to enter Ger¬ 
many. It was said that this action was 
taken because all the members of the 
commission are natives of Russia, Dr. 
Magnes being the only American by 
birth. But the matter now seems to be 
clear. All the circumstances point to the 
miraculous agreement of events with the 
intentions of the American Jewish Re¬ 
lief Committee, against whose wishes the 
commission was appointed, and which 
has been opposed to severing relations 
with the German llilfs-comitc. Tt 
seemed strange that Dr. Magnes should 
go alone in advance of the commission 
to Russia. It was also peculiar that 
when he reached Germany, he should 
have placed himself at once in touch 
with the officials of the Hilfsvercin, and 
contrary to instructions, visit Warsaw 
and make recommendations to the Joint 
Distribution Committee. It seems also 
strange that together with his report 
there should come an urgent request for 
money from Max Warburg, which has 
been granted, when it was distinctly un¬ 
derstood and agreed that under no cir¬ 
cumstances should the German Hilfs- 
comite receive additional moneys for the 
occupied territories. Wc are not inclined 
to attribute Machievellian talents to the 
Joint Distribution Committee, but noth¬ 
ing could have been more effectively ar¬ 
ranged to suit its purposes than what 
has actually occurred in the European 
commission affair. The discarded com¬ 
missioners and the organizations they 
represent arc entitled to sympathy. 

WHAT IS THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION 
COMMITTEE? 

I T is through the Joint Distribution 
Committee that the American Jewish 
Relief Committee—in other words, the 
American Jewish Committee—hopes to 
obtain control over the relief activities 
of American Jewry by indirect methods, 
a control it could not obtain directly. 
First, the Central Relief Committee was 
invited to distribute its collections joint¬ 
ly with the American Jewish Relief Com¬ 
mittee. But the Central Relief Commit¬ 
tee was invited as a special partner. It 
was not given an equal voice on the 
Joint Distribution Committee. Later, 
when the People’s Relief Committee was 
formed, it was also invited to send three 
representatives. In this way the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Relief Committee obtained a 
deciding voice in the distribution of 
funds. At meetings of the Joint Dis¬ 
tribution Committee, it was represented 
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by from six to nine members; the other 
committees combined had no more than 
six. Then the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee, which did not collect money at 
all, began to engage in the work of col¬ 
lecting funds. Joint appeals were issued. 
It was proposed to issue joint common 
receipts. A bulletin was published, and 
an executive secretary was engaged. 
Felix M. Warburg being treasurer of the 
American Jewish Relief Committee and 
chairman of the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee became, in effect, the head of the 
relief work, although Mr. Warburg’s 
views on matters of distribution were 
diametrically opposed to the views of the 
People’s Relief Committee and the Cen¬ 
tral Relief Committee. The People’s Re¬ 
lief Committee and the Central Relief 
Committee are representative organiza¬ 
tions; they have had conferences and 
conventions. The American Jewish Re¬ 
lief Committee was formed in the usual 
rvay at a conference, which, since Sep¬ 
tember, 1914, has not been called to¬ 
gether to review what has been done. 
It is far away from being representative 
of the organizations that participated in 
the Temple Emanu-EI meeting. But 
through its control of the Joint Distribu¬ 
tion Committee and by neglecting to re¬ 
port back to its constituents, it is now 
able to say that it is master of the relief 
situation. But that mastery cannot con¬ 
tinue for long. When Dr. Magnes re¬ 
turns to New York, and reports—as it is 
predicted he will report—that monies to 
the occupied territories should go 
through the German Hilfs-comite, there 
will be a readjustment which is bound to 
bring about a more responsible adminis¬ 
tration of the relief funds. 

THE VOICE OF DR. NORDAU 

D R. NORDAU speaks with feeling, and 
yet there is a reassuring serenity in 
the latest article he has written on the 
Jewish situation. A great deal of what is 
being written nowadays is hysterical ex¬ 
aggeration and confused thinking. If 
one were to take it at its face value, one 
would have to conclude that the world 
—the Jewish world—has gone insane. It 
is comforting to know that somewhere 
in the world Jews are thinking with 
ante-bellum clearness and equanimity. 
The world has treated the Jews with un¬ 
merited brutality especially since the 
war-cloud burst, but that is no excuse for 
11s to lose our heads, and to indulge in 
exaggeration and hopeless wailing. Dr. 
Nordau does not whine, and while 
he protests, he thinks of the day after 
peace, and what we must at least appear 
to be in the eyes of the world when an 
inventory is taken of the consequences 
of the conflict. Are we to weep for the 
fallen? Are we to shriek about the thou¬ 
sands wl o have given their lives for the 
various nations, serving in all armies, 
and dying for all flags? Or are we to 
use the facts t'-at so many have fallen, 
so many have been loyal and faithful, so 
many have been destroyed, to obtain 
recognition for the remnant left, and on 
the basis of service rendered demand 
rights due? There is a point when ex¬ 
cess of grief raises the inference of un¬ 
manliness. 

The Reviewer 


October, 1916 


Digitized by 


Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



Ahad Ha=Am—'The Mam amd His Boctrimes 

On His Sixtieth Birthday 
By AAEON SCHAFFEK 


HE nineteenth century will go down 
in history as one of the most 
significant centuries in the develop¬ 
ment of Judaism. Fresh from the 
ghettos, physical and cultural, in 
which they had been for years con¬ 
fined, the Jews, at the beginning of 
century, stood blinking in the dazzling 
light of culture into which they had been introduced 
by the efforts of men like Mendelssohn and the Rus¬ 
sian Maskilim. They had stepped into the light out 
of sheer darkness, and remained, for a time, com¬ 
pletely dazed. In some instances, they withdrew 
again into their shell and refused to have anything 
to do with the light. In other instances, they left 
their shell entirely, and threw themselves directly 
into the face of the light. Mediae¬ 
val darkness or total assimilation— 
which was it to be? 

This question, propounded by the 
eighteenth century, it was the task 
of the nineteenth to attempt, at 
least, to answer. And the Jew of 
the nineteenth century made, we can 
proudly assert, a valiant attempt to 
answer it. Samson Raphael Hirsch, 
the brilliant founder of the neo-or¬ 
thodox school, Zacharias Frankel, 
the head of the newly-created con¬ 
servative historical school, so-called, 
and Abraham Geiger, the inaugura- 
tor of the modern Jewish Reform 
movement—these three men, among 
many others, offered solutions of a 
widely divergent nature to the per¬ 
plexing problem. But as the cen¬ 
tury advanced, it became evident 
that none of the three had framed an effectual answer. 
Hirsch, in his zeal, had allowed the religious aspect 
to overshadow all the other phases of Judaism—na¬ 
tional, cultural, and social; Frankel’s method was, at 
best, only a compromise; while Geiger and his fol¬ 
lowers sowed the seeds, innocently enough, it must 
be said in extenuation, of that contemporary Reform 
Judaism which is in large part reform and in small 
part Judaism. Judaism could be preserved only by 
asserting among the other nations of the world its 
own peculiar individuality as a national entity marked 
by lofty religious and moral development. 

And this is what modern Zionism attempted to do. 
Taking root simultaneously in the minds of such 
radically opposite Jewish thinkers as the ultra-ortho¬ 
dox rabbi, Hirsch Kalischer of Thorn, the socialist 
Moses Hess, and the medical practitioner who had for 
many years been totally estranged from the rest of 
his co-religionists, Leo Pinsker, the idea of a central 
home for the dispersed Jews of the world soon struck 
out in all directions, particularly among the poorly- 
situated Jews of Eastern Europe. The “Lovers of 
Zion” attempted to put this idea into practical shape 
by the planting of numerous agricultural colonies in 
the Holy Land. Theodore Herzl and Max Nordau 
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looked forward hopefully toward the construction of a 
politically independent Jewish state. But all these 
pioneers in the field of Zionism had made one grave 
mistake—they had attempted to rejuvenate the body 
of Judaism while neglecting its soul. 

This fact was painfully evident, even before the 
time of Herzl, to at least one man—to the 
man who is to form the subject of this article. 
Asher Ginsberg, more widely known since his 
entry into the realm of letters, by his pseudonym 
of “Ahad Fla-Am” (One of the People), was 
born on August 5 , 1856 , in the town of Skvira, 
government of Kiev, Russia. His parents were of 
good Hassidic stock, and enjoyed a comparatively 
fair measure of worldly prosperity. Brought up as 
a Hassid, Ginsberg received the Fleder training com¬ 
mon among Jewish youths of his 
day. His assiduous study of He¬ 
brew soon made him an adept in 
Biblical and Talmudical lore. But 
this was not sufficient for him. 
Fired by an ambition to master the 
more important secular branches of 
knowledge and yet unwilling to in¬ 
cur the wrath of those dear to him, 
he studied Russian in a clandestine 
manner, which enabled him, never¬ 
theless, to ground himself thor¬ 
oughly in that language. In 1873, 
at the age of only seventeen, he was 
married to a young lady who was 
descended from a well-known Rab¬ 
binical family. Five years later, 
with the obpect of making what 
might to called his “grand tour,” 
lie visited Odessa. So impressed 
was he by the incidents of his trip 
that he determined to spend several years in travel 
and study. The year 1882 saw him in Vienna, 1883 
and 1884 in Berlin and Breslau; all this time, he oc¬ 
cupied himself with German, French, English, and 
Russian philosophy, by no means neglecting, in the 
meantime, the systems of the great thinkers of his 
own people. Fully equipped with natural talents and 
with the treasures of learning he had acquired during 
these formative years, he revisited Odessa in 1884. 

His ability was at once recognized, and he was made 
a member of the central committee of the “Hovevei 
Zion,” of which Dr. Pinsker was then president. 

Plaving taken up a permanent residence in Odessa, 
he became deeply interested in the method of solving 
the Jewish problem which the Lovers of Zion were 
at that time exploiting. He came, as it were, under 
the eye of the publicist, Alexander Zederbaum, the 
editor of a Hebrew periodical, Ha-Melitz, and himself 
and ardent champion in the cause of his stricken 
brethren. In search of men endowed with literary 
gifts to present adequately the needs of Jewry and 
to assist in the resuscitation of Hebrew literature, he 
urged Ginsberg to write for his periodical. The latter 
did so, and the very first article contributed by him 
to Ha-Melitz showed clearly the trend of his thoughts. 
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duty, not because he wishes to tell the truth, but be¬ 
cause he needs must, because truth-telling is a special 
characteristic of his genius—a characteristic of which 
he cannot rid himself, even if he would.” He is, in the 
second place, an extremist. He is filled with the con¬ 
viction that the world, his own ideal world, must be 
governed by certain definite principles, and he makes 
it his life-long task to preach these principles with all 
the Strength at his command, be his hearers as heed¬ 
less as they may. The chief norm by which his ideal 
world must be governed is that of perfect justice and 
righteousness which can be interpreted only as a carry¬ 
ing out of the spirit of truth in all one’s daily actions. 
Ahad Ha-Am’s concepts of justice and righteousness 
are clearly set forth in his brilliant essay (1891) : 
“Justice and Mercy,” the very last paragraph of which 
reads; “There are in every generation a few righteous 
men who arrive at this middle position (between un¬ 
compromising justice and super-lenient mercy) after 
a hard struggle with that whisper of the self; who by 
dint of habit come to make Justice a need of the in¬ 
dividual Ego. These are the men who bear the ban¬ 
ner of moral progress, the end of which is to make 
peace between the individual needs and the social, 
and to impose on both one single law—the law 
of Righteousness.” Not only does the prophet set 
this up as his own standard; he sets it up as the stand¬ 
ard of society at large. With the Hebrew Prophets, 
the working out of the will of God on earth was laid 
down as the great national task of Israel throughout 
the history of mankind. Ahad Ha-Am tells us, in his 
essay, “Priest and Prophet,” that “these prophets of 
righteousness transcended in spirit political and na¬ 
tional boundaries, and preached the gospel of justice 
and charity for the whole human race. Yet they re¬ 
mained true to their people Israel; they, too, saw in it 
the chosen people; and from their words it might ap¬ 
pear that Israel is their whole world. But their de¬ 
votion to the universal ideal had its effect on their 
national feeling. Their nationalism became a kind of 
corollary to their fundamental Idea.” Their national 
ideal was not “a kingdom of priests” but “would that 
all the people of the Lord were Prophets.” “They 
wished the whole people to be a primal force, a force 
making for Righteousness, in the general life of hu¬ 
manity, just as they (the Prophets) were themselves 
in its own particular national life.” 

Such an ideal, however, was far too exalted for the 
masses of the people. Either they had to be raised to 
the height of the ideal, or the ideal had to be lowered 
to their level. And, as the prophets were never able to 
accomplish, in the fullest sense of the word, the task 
they had set themselves, there had to be a certain 
body of men upon whose shoulders would rest the re¬ 
sponsibility of lowering the ideal in such a way that it 
would not suffer overmuch in the process. This body 
was made up of the priests, men of the hour, men of 
compromise. When the Jews became impatient for 
the revelation of the incorporeal, incomprehensible 
Deity preached and promised to them by the greatest 
of all prophets, Moses, it was only natural that the 
first and foremost of high priests, Aaron, should step 
into the breach with his golden calf. Nor did the 
domination of the priests always make for the best 
results. During the centuries between Ezra and the 
Maccabees, centuries of priestly rule and government, 
the Jewish nation almost fell a prey to the wave of 
Hellenism which was then sweeping the world. 

The successes of the Maccabees gave rise to a three- 
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fold division in the people of Israel. One of these sec¬ 
tions, the Sadducees, desired a rigid adherence to the 
letter of the law, but overlooked the tradition, “Torah 
She-b’al-pe,” and, therefore, tended towards a ma¬ 
terialistic view of life; as Simon very aptly puts it, 
“they wished to preserve the body of Hebraism at the 
expense of its soul.” At the opposite extreme were the 
Essenes, the second of the three sections, who wished 
“to preserve the soul of Judaism at the expense of its 
body.” “But Judaism,” we read in the essay on “Flesh 
and Spirit,” (1904) “in its original form held equally 
aloof from either extreme, and solved the problem of 
life and its aim in quite a different way.” Judaism, 
thinks Ahad Ha-Am, solved this problem by leaving 
out of account the question as to the salvation of the 
individual man, as to whether the spiritual, other¬ 
worldly life is or is not to be preferred to the material¬ 
istic and sensualistic. Judaism considered the nation 
as a whole. “The centre of gravity of the Ego,” he 
continues in this essay, “is shifted not from the flesh 
to the spirit, but from the individual to the commun¬ 
ity.” “Judaism,” we read further on, “had to find in 
its communal life some aim of sufficient grandeur and 
importance to uplift the individual, and to give him 
satisfaction at a time when his own particular life was 
unpleasant.” And this was the ideal of the third of 
the sections referred to above, of “the true heirs of 
the Prophetic spirit”—the Pharisees. This body made 
the law a living tradition, whereby they practiced, in 
action, the preachings of the Prophets. Men like 
Rabbi Jochanan ben Zakkai preferred that the nation 
should lose its political independence rather than its 
spiritual “raison d’etre,” and it was the clearsighted¬ 
ness of such men that foresaw the inevitable end of the 
chauvinistic and materialistic tendencies of the Sad¬ 
ducees, and rescued a Jabneh from the ruins of a 
Jerusalem. 

Thus, the nationalism of the Pharisees, the direct de¬ 
scendants of the Prophets, was something far different 
from the chauvinism of the Sadducees. To the for¬ 
mer, the Jewish spirit, in its widest connotation, must 
be preserved as the backbone of the Jewish nation, and 
not military power or commercial prosperity. And 
as the Jews began to be scattered over the face of the 
globe and pushed farther and farther from the cradle 
of their infancy, the Holy Land, their desire for a re¬ 
establishment of the Jewish nation on this spiritual 
basis became apparently more and more hopeless. As 
a consequence, they clothed these hopes in a new garb, 
a religious, mystic garb. The Jews themselves were 
too weak in numbers and too scattered ever to be able 
to return to Palestine and regain their independence 
of their own accord; the only way this might be 
brought about, they thought, was through the agency 
of the Creator himself. God’s ambassador, the Mes¬ 
siah, would one day make his appearance in a miracu¬ 
lous fashion, and the kingdom of righteousness would 
be set up all over the world, with the Holy Land as its 
particular dwelling-seat. Through the ages of dis¬ 
persion and persecution, the Hebrew ideal, in an im¬ 
perfect form, thinks Ahad Ha-Am, was guarded by 
the Torah and tradition. "The Hebraism of the 
Prophets was narrowed down to the Judaism of the 
Rabbis,” says Ahad Ha-Am. Yet he will not admit 
that the ideal of Hebraism was destroyed by Judaism. 
As a matter of fact, the latter is uncompromising in 
its effort to carry out the Hebrew ideal of truth in 
action. It knows, therefore, of no antagonism be¬ 
tween the “religious” and the “secular”; religion is 
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co-extensive with life. It accepts the facts of life, 
but strives, by human means, to attain to perfection. 
This, in brief, is the explanation of the opposition of 
Judaism both to asceticism and to sensualism. And 
“Lo Zc Ha-Derech" (This is not the Way), written 
in 1889, laid down Ahad Ha-Am’s theories on the ques¬ 
tion of the improvement of Jewish conditions. The 
aspiring young writer pointed out the fact that the 
‘‘Hovevei Zion" had been hasty and unscientific in their 
schemes of colonization. The great defect in their 
system, according to him, had been the absence of 
that communistic spirit on which so much stress is 
laid in the Bible, and the consequent dominance of in¬ 
dividualism. The only way to bring about a renais¬ 
sance of Jewish nationalism (and this was written, we 
must not forget, in Ahad Ha-Am’s first printed article, 
proving that he had thought out the matter while he 
was still a very young man), was to create a renais¬ 
sance of the Jewish heart, of die spirit of Judaism. 
Palestine, he asserted, must not solve the Jewish prob¬ 
lem ; it must solve the problem of Judaism. This could 
be brought about only by creating in the Jewish people 
a rich and peculiar culture. These theories Ahad Ha- 
Am embodied in practical form in the constitution of 
a Zionist league organized by him at about this time, 
the “B'nei Moshe” (Sons of Moses). This league re¬ 
mained in existence during the eight years from 1889 
to 1897, disbanding, as we see, in the very year in 
which was held the first Basel Congress. The pur¬ 
poses of the “B’nei Moshe’’ were threefold: first, the 
betterment and broadening of Hebrew education; sec¬ 
ond, the fostering of a love for Hebrew literature; and 
last, the furthering of agricultural settlement in Pales¬ 
tine. The league accomplished much, and was of im¬ 
portance in bringing to the forefront in the ranks of 
Jewry its leader, Asher Ginsberg, who had now def¬ 
initely assumed the pen-name by which he was to be¬ 
come celebrated, Ahad Ha-Am. 

It is at about this period in Ahad Ha-Am's life that 
his literary activity really begins. In 1890, he became 
the editor of a Zionist Hebrew periodical, the “Kew- 
ereth.” Here was published the series of article known 
by their general caption, “Emeth me-Eretz Yisrael” 
(Truth from the land of Israel). These articles were 
exhaustive reports on education and colonization in 
Palestine, and were the direct results of visits paid to 
the Holy Land by Ahad Ha-Am in 1893 and 1894, as 
the representative of numerous Palestinian commit¬ 
tees. Despite, or, perhaps, because of, his fervent love 
for his people and for the home of their ancestors, he 
saw, and did not fear to assert boldly, that the plan 
of the “Hovevei Zion” for the colonization of Pales¬ 
tine from a merely materialistic point of view and no 
other was a failure and could never be otherwise. And 
there took shape in his mind that doctrine which was 
to play so large a part in Zionist thought and activity, 
and which he preached, and is still preaching, so 
whole-heartedly—the doctrine of a cultural as well as a 
materialistic rebirth of a nation at once rich in the 
treasures of learning and in the goods of this world, a 
rebirth that must be attended by infinite patience and 
rational activity. 

This doctrine he translated into words and deeds. 
It is the very life’s breath of the articles he contributed 
to the Hebrew periodical, “Pardeth.” many of them the 
very best of his writings, during the years from 1891 
to 1894. It was, too, the mainspring of such an act 
of his as the foundation, with the help of others who 
had been converted to his view of the situation, of a 
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school at Jaffa, or of his ambition to compile an im¬ 
mense Hebrew encyclopedia, which was to be known 
as the “Ozar Ha-Yahaduth” (Treasure of Judaism), 
and was to be for Judaism of to-day what the Ency¬ 
clopedia of Diderot was to eighteenth century France. 
It is the principal current running through his col¬ 
lection of essays published in 1895, and revised for a 
second edition in 1902 , under the title of “Al Para- 
shath Derachim” (At the Parting of the Ways), a 
collection many of the essays of which have since been 
translated into Russian, German, and English. 

Ahad Ha-Am’s literary activity earned for him, in 
1896, a post of great significance for the development 
of modern Hebrew literature, that of head of the great 
Hebrew publishing establishment, the Achiasaf. In this 
capacity he modified and enlarged the program of the 
institution under his direction, always with the wel¬ 
fare of his cherished language, Hebrew', at heart. At 
about this time, too, he became the editor of “Ha- 
schiloach,” a Hebrew monthly which, until its discon¬ 
tinuance at the outbreak of the present European war, 
enjoyed the reputation of being the best among con¬ 
temporaneous Hebrew periodicals. In the early years 
of the present century, Ahad Ha-Am accepted a re¬ 
sponsible position in the great Russian tea firm of the 
Wissotzkys, but this did not take him away completely 
from the field of letters. In recent years, as the rep¬ 
resentative of the Wissotzky Tea Company, he has 
been living in London, England, wBere he is idolized 
by English Jewry. 

Ahani Ha-Am, often referred to as the “Jewish Tol¬ 
stoi,” is far and away the greatest Hebrew' writer liv¬ 
ing to-day. He is a genius of the first water, fired by 
an ideal so lofty as to be incomprehensible to the 
man of the streets. Ahad Ha-Am’s moral or cultural 
Zionism has been steadily gaining more recognition 
among leaders of the Zionist movement, so that to-day 
this aspect of the question is receiving, for the time 
at least, far more consideration than is the political 
point of view. The outcome of the present European 
conflict will affect materially, I believe, the political 
side of Zionism; but cultural Zionism will, by then, 
have become so integral a part of the general move¬ 
ment that it will no longer be mentioned as something 
distinct and apart. It is necessary, therefore, that we 
know exactly what Ahad Ha-Am stands for. What 
does “cultural Zionism” mean? What is Ahad Ha- 
Am’s philosophy of Jewish history and his solution 
of the Jewish problem? 

Ahad Ha-Am’s solution of the Jewish problem is 
based on his philosophy of Jewish history (for the ex¬ 
pose of which I am indebted chiefly to Leon Simon’s 
introduction to his edition of “Ahad Ha-Am’s Selected 
Essays”). For Ahad Ha-Am, Judaism is a living and 
functional organism which asserted itself centuries 
ago in the creation of a specific type of life—a life 
which embodies a specifically Hebrew spirit. The 
early history of the Hebrews is nothing more nor less 
than the history of the development and formulation 
of this Hebrew spirit. This Hebrew genius was at alt 
times essentially religious and moral, never material¬ 
istic. Thus, the typical products of this spirit are the 
Old Testament Prophets, men who fearlessly enun¬ 
ciated mighty truths leading towards general morality 
and social justice. For Ahad Ha-Am, Moses, the most 
imposing figure in Jewish history, if not in the history 
of mankind, was neither, primarily, a military hero, 
nor a statesman, nor even a lawgiver. Moses was, to 
use Ahad Ha-Am’s own words, “the lord of the Proph- 
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ets,” and, as such, “the ideal archetype of Hebrew 
prophecy in the purest and most exalted sense of 
the word.” 

The prophet, according to Ahad Ha-Am, is en¬ 
dowed with two fundamental qualities. He is, in the 
first place, a man of truth. “He tells the truth,” we 
read in the essay on “Moses,” (1904) “not because he 
has convinced himself, after inquiry, that such is his 
yet, though, as we have seen, the individual good is 
merged in that of the community, individualism is by 
no means debarred. Indeed, Judaism, as Ahad Ha-Am 
points out in what is perhaps one of the most inspired 
of all his essays, “Transvaluation of Values,” (1898), 
demands that each Jew be a moral Superman, so that 
the Jewish nation might thereby fulfill the Prophetic 
visions of a moral Supernation. As the Prophet is, in 
our author’s estimation, the Hebrew Superman, par 
excellence, the Jewish nation must in time become, not 
a “kingdom of Priests,” but a “nation of Prophets.” 

If we examine superficially the Jew of all centuries 
since the dispersion, we fail to recognize in him the 
incarnation of this prophetic ideal. Is the whining, 
wheedling money-changer, subject to and cringing un¬ 
der the whims of brow-beating nobles, our conception 
of the preacher who thunders forth to an unheeding 
world the eternal truths for which Israel stands? Most 
emphatically, no. Then, if such is the case, and if, 
as no one will deny, though the Jews as a nation still 
stand for their time-honored principles, the average 
Jew of to-day bears little resemblance to Hosea, Amos, 
or Isaiah, what is the use of perpetuating such a na¬ 
tion? Why not let it assimilate with the great body 
of Christian humanity, and thus free both the Jews 
and mankind in general of a grave problem? 

What Judaism needs to-day, in the opinion of 
Ahad Ha-Am, is the “possibility of combining the 
unadulterated Jewishness of the Ghetto with the 
breadth and freedom of modern life.” The breadth 
and freedom of modern life, be that life as broad and 
free as it may, is, without this unadulterated Ghetto 
Jewishness, of no account whatsoever for the Jew. In 
his essay, “Slavery in Freedom,” (1891), Ahad Ha-Am 
holds up to ridicule the mixture of chauvinism and cos¬ 
mopolitanism which dominates the Jews of France, 
and the ethical slavery in which they live. 

The “combination of the unadulterated Jewishness 
of the Ghetto with the breadth and freedom of modern 
life” is possible only in a land where large numbers 
of Jews will occupy contiguous stretches of territory 
which are under Jewish dominion. Such a territory, 
moreover, must be one which is hallowed by the as¬ 
sociations of centuries. This land, of course, can be 
none other than Palestine. In his essay, “Doctor Pin- 
sker and his Brochure,” written shortly after the death 
of the author of “Auto-Emancipation.” after giving 
an interesting and valuable resume of the practical 
work accomplished by Dr. Pinsker and the ideas set 
forth in his book, Ahad Ha-Am proceeds to tell us 
his view' of the solution of the Jewish problem. We 
read: “What w r e lack above all is a fixed spot to 
serve as a national and spiritual centre, a safe retreat, 
not for the Jews, but for Judaism, for the spirit of 
our people. Only in the land of Israel can such a 
centre be established.” The practical working out of his 
plan, as he dreams it, is approximately this: At first, 
there is agricultural settlement in Palestine on a small 
scale. Simultaneously, schools are erected, in which 
those who desire may make themselves familiar with 
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their own literature and that of other nations. To 
foster the spirit aroused by this work, some of these 
students will later go out into the world to demon¬ 
strate practical results. This will give rise to an in¬ 
crease in settlement, which, in turn, will enable the 
establishment of a larger number of schools and the 
development of a stronger and healthier spirit in Pales¬ 
tine as well as in the Diaspora. Thus the two, the 
growth of the Jewish spirit throughout the world and 
the gradual infiltration of settlers into Palestine, will 
work hand in hand. 

How is such a Jewish spirit to be cultivated among 
those who do not at present possess it? Chiefly, says 
Ahad Ha-Am, through a renaissance of the Hebrew 
language. Himself the greatest Hebrew writer of the 
present day and using Hebrew always and alone as his 
literary medium, he advocates a thorough study of 
Hebrew literature and a revival of the Hebrew lan¬ 
guage. Not an antiquarian study of literature and 
history is his aim; the study must be living, quicken¬ 
ing. In his essay, “Need and Ability,” he enunciates 
the doctrine that modern Hebrew literature should 
concern itself with the general problems of mankind 
only so far as they affect Judaism and its culture. 
Just what should be the range of Hebrew literature 
and how the Jewish spirit should be spread gradually 
through the Jewries of the entire world, he explained 
in detail in his stirring address, “The Spiritual Re¬ 
vival,” (1902), delivered before the general meeting 
of Russian Zionists at Minsk, in the summer of 1902. 
“It is not a mere accident,” thus he begins his ad¬ 
dress, “that the question of Jewish culture has come 
to the front with the rise of ‘political Zionism.’ Zion¬ 
ism—unqualified by any epithet—existed before, but 
it knew nothing of any problem of culture” (and when 
Ahad Ha-Am mentions “culture,” he means, distinctly, 
“Jewish culture”). He then proceeds, first, to discuss 
the inadequacy of political Zionism alone, and, second, 
to set forth the necessity of cultural Zionism. The na¬ 
tional revival, he maintains, cannot be confined to mate¬ 
rial settlement alone. In the introduction to the first edi¬ 
tion of his collected essays, "Al Parashath Derachim,” 
he substantiates this idea in these words: “All that 
is done at any time in the name of love for Zion, in 
Palestine or in other lands, must be directed not at 
the centralization of the people, but upon the central¬ 
ization of the popular spirit.” And in his essay, “The 
Priests and the People,” he holds that it is incumbent 
upon the prominent men in Israel to level the way 
upon which the masses are to follow. 

It is only natural, in view of the doctrines just men¬ 
tioned, that Ahad Ha-Am should not have found him¬ 
self in accord with Herzl’s platform of “political Zion¬ 
ism.” Though he attended the first Basel Congress, 
in 1897, he seems to have been somewhat disappointed. 
Since that time, he has been constantly preaching his 
creed of “cultural” or “moral” Zionism, as it is some¬ 
times called. In recent years he has advocated the 
establishment in Palestine of a university and of more 
institutions like the Bezalel. And the beautiful op¬ 
timism and the lofty ideal of Ahad Ha-Am must al¬ 
ways prove a source of encouragement to modern 
Judaism. The Jewish spirit cannot die; it will once 
again flourish, as it did in the days of David and 
Solomon; it will flourish in the garb of the language 
of the Psalms and the Proverbs. 

“In our days may Judah be delivered, and Israel 
dwell in security.” 
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T happened while I was a shomer in 
Merchaviah. One dark summer night I 
was keeping guard on the hill which 
slopes down gradually east of the settle¬ 
ment. It was hot and sultry, and there 
was not a breath stirring. Along the. 
road to my right a number of bonfires, 
kindled by the Arab shepherds who were out with their 
flocks, glowed through the mist. We were alone on the 
wide plain, I and my brown mare. I had left her to 
graze in the nearby pasture, and stretching myself out at 
full length on the grass, which was wet with the dew of 
night, I hearkened to the vast silence around me. The 
soft, cool blades of grass brushed against the nape of my 
neck. And gradually I sank into a reverie. 

Distant memories came over me; my childhood in 
Russia, my boyhood, my subjection to an alien tongue, an 
alien culture, and an alien race; my “going to the people,” 
as they say, with dreams of uplifting them; my cruel 
awakening from these dreams; my trip to Eretz Israel, 
my first nights as a shomer. . . . 

How terrible they were, those first nights! It seems, 
on the face of it, an easy task to roam idly about on a 
beautiful horse, to rest comfortably for hours on the soft 
grass. This should be a delightful occupation for a sturdy 
lad. But if one has lived in a town all one’s life, if one is 
unused to solitude, then a night in the open is filled with 
untold terrors. It seemed to me at first, despite the fact 
that 1 had not been assigned to a dangerous post, that I 
was continually standing face to face with death. Every 
tree, every bush, hid an Arab lying in wait to rush out 
and attack me. Any instant I expected to hear a shot 
ring out and to fall to the ground dead. Then the Arab 
would take my horse, and all would be over! 

I smiled a little at this image of my former self. Soon, 
I recalled, I had become accustomed to my task, and the 
dark nights and the shadows had ceased to inspire me with 
terror. I had become strong of heart and of limb, an 
agile rider and a sure marksman. . . . And so I lay 

there in the cool grass, inhaling the breath of night, re¬ 
laxing after the tiring heat of the day, and listening to 
the silence. 

Suddenly my horse neighed and sprang aside. I jumped 
up and tried to pierce the intense darkness with my 
glance. 

“Who is there?” I cried in Arabic. 

No answer. 

I drew my revolver and repeated the question. No 
answer. I was about to fire into the air when I heard a 
girl’s voice behind me : 

“Shalom, Simeon! 

I recognized the voice and wheeled about in surprise 
For I had known Shoshannah ever since my arrival in 
Palestine. She had come from Russia a few months be¬ 
fore me. There she had graduated from the Gymnasium, 
and had planned, together with others of her school¬ 
mates, to devote her life to the emancipation of the people. 
But suddenly she had come to another way of thinking, 
why and for what reason nobody knew. When questioned 
she would smile shamefacedly, and a faint flush would 
illumine her pale face. And so we never learned how 
this transformation had taken place. 

She had done the cooking for the workmen in several 
colonies. Everywhere she was loved and honored for her 
upright dealings and her seriousness of purpose. She had 
been among the first to come to Merchaviah. 
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She was called “Shoshannah the white.” Even the ar¬ 
dent Palestinian sun had failed to burn her. Her flaxen 
hair hung in two simple braids down her back. Her face 
was slightly olive-tinted and always colorless. Her 
dreamy gray eyes seemed to behold glorious visions. And 
she was always dressed in white. 

Shoshannah was tall and slender and graceful of move¬ 
ment, and dwelt in our midst like an angel of peace. Her 
manner was always gentle and winning, and her voice so 
clear and musical that we all used to go to her for the 
sheer pleasure of listening to her soothing and caressing 
tones. 
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But now she was swathed in black from head to foot. 
A voluminous abaiah enveloped her body and her head, 
and nothing was visible but two eyes, shining from be¬ 
neath the dusky folds. 

She began to speak, at first hesitatingly and with many 
pauses, then with ever-increasing firmness and rapidity. 

“I was not able to sleep, so I came out here. ... I 
was afraid to walk so far at night in my white dress, so 
I hid myself in this blackness. . . . And do you 

know, Simeon, my soul also is dressed in black to-night. 
When supper was over I sat down near the Iiushah of 
the Poltavians. I was tired and worn out by my work and 
by the heat. And somehow I began to think of the past, 
and I was overcome by such a terrible longing for that 
ether life, for study, and parties, and dances. Here I 
cannot dance. Your dances are too wild and boisterous 
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for me, too red for me. They make the blood rush 
through my veins. I lose my power of self-expression. 
But at home I loved to dance. I used to prance about like 
a young goat until daybreak without getting tired. . . . 
Why has that yearning come over me? I cannot tell. 
There must be something wrong. . . . 

“And yet it is I who have always comforted others and 
urged them to be patient. You all say that I have in¬ 
spired you with courage. I have tried to make you adapt 
yourselves to life and its exigencies. Yes, that is what I 
have done. But sometimes it is very, very hard for me. 
In comforting and consoling others I have become more 
and more unhappy. I seem to be forever giving away a 
bit of my white soul and getting part of some black- 
soul in exchange. And now it is all gone and my whole 
soul is black. ... 

“I have nothing to complain of. I have achieved every¬ 
thing I wished for. I wanted to go to our land, and so I 
came. I wanted to work with my brothers on this ancient 
soil, to help them weave a new existence for our people. 
And I am helping them. No, I do not know what is the 
matter with me. Everything is wrong to-day. And 
whenever I am depressed I begin to long for Russia. 

“It is six years that I have been here, and I have not 
yet seen any real snow. I went to the summit of Hermon. 
There I waded in the deep snow up to my knees. But it 
is not real snow. Nobody knows when it fell, or how 
long it has been lying there. I want to see new-born 
snow. I used to love the heavy snow-flakes so much, 
flying through the air, and settling slowly on the trees 
and the roofs, and covering me with a soft, gleaming 
robe. I loved the trees sleeping their cold slumber 
and dreaming their white dreams. I loved our little 
house so much—but I gave it all up, and I left it all behind 
me forever. I never complain. Do I not always say: 
‘Happy is he whose lot has been cast among the creators 
of life, happy is he whose soul is sound within him?’ 
And I believe it with all my heart! . . . But at 

times, when I am depressed, I begin to long for 
Russia. ... 

“Sometimes I dream that ships, many, many ships, bring 
a host of young people to Jaffa. The young men and the 
young women spread all over the land, and come to help 
us in our hard task. And after them, come more, and 
more, and more! When I awake I am so happy! I am 
beside myself with joy. I put two overflowing measures 
of corn into the trough, so that the cows may be happy, 
too. - • • But little by little the mist passes from my 

eyes, and the dream vanishes. I remember that we are a 
poor little handful of people, so weary and lonesome! 
And when we are dancing and singing, I know in my 
heart that we are trying to intoxicate ourselves. At such 
times we appear strong and proud from bravado, because 
we do not dare to look at the truth and see lunv weak and 
uncertain of the future we are. I cannot bear to see 
that black revelry. I want to see a joyous dance, a white 
dance! . . . 

“And sometimes I feel as if we were criminals who 
were banished to a desert island so that those who re¬ 
mained behind might have an easier and more comfortable 
life. I am glad and proud, of course, that I have been 
enabled to lighten their heavy burden. And yet I feel a 
bitter resentment. Why do they not come here, too? Why 
do they stay at home? Perhaps we shall not be able to 
stand the terrible lonesomeness, the hopeless sadness of 
abandonment. This land is the charge of Col Yisrael. It 
draws the strength out of our bones—and why should it 
be only of ours ? 

“Do you know, it seems to me that our land is an old, 


sick mother, and that there is only one remedy that can 
cure her. Blood must be drawn from her young children 
—healthy, ardent blood—and poured into her veins. She 
is parched with thirst. She sucks the blood so quickly, so 
quickly! But so far we have given her only a little, only 
a few drops. She requires more and more. But in our 
veins there is no more. Why do they not give their blood 
too, why?” 

Her voice resounded with an unwonted strain of anger. 
She was silent for a moment, and passed her hand wearily 
over her forehead. 

Then she continued: “Ever since I came here and 
began to work, I seem to have grown stronger. I lift 
the heavy kettles and put them on the stove. I milk the 
cows and bring the milk from the barn. But I have only 
flesh and muscles—not a drop of blood. I do not care 
about myself. Even if I die it makes no difference. But 
I see that the blood of the few of us here is not sufficient 
to satisfy the thirsty land. It can do no more than pro¬ 
long her agony. Her great age weighs on her as before. 
And I would want so much to see her young and strong! 
If they only knew, if we could only tell them that what¬ 
ever we give the land she will return to us later on, will 
return a thousandfold! . . . 

“What do I want of you? I do not know. I could not 
sleep to-night and came here. You will understand me. 
You are good. You love your mare so much. . . . 

“Dreams are so strange! Only once in my life I was 
in a synagogue. It was on Y oni Kip pur, when I was a 
little girl. And see, in my dream I was in the synagogue 
of our little town, standing near the ark, dressed all in 
red, with the Sefer Torah in my hand. And I cried, from 
the bottom of my heart, in a shrill, piercing voice : ‘Jews, 
give your blood, give your blood!’ I burst into tears, my 
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“Sometimes I Dream that Ships, Many, Many Ships, bring 
Hosts of Young People to Jaffa.” 

heart seemed to break, everything became black before my 
eyes. 1 saw neither the house, nor the people in front of 
me. But I repeated these words over and over, until I 
fell senseless to the ground. 

“I awoke in a cold perspiration. The cows were waiting 
for me. 1 heard them lowing in the barn. I fed them. I 
kneaded the bread. I did the cooking, I served the meals, I 
ran to and fro without stopping. But all the while it 
seemed to me that someone else was running and work 
(Continued on page 58 ) 


Fifty-six 


Digitized b) 


Google 


October, 1916 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



By LORD CROMER 

Lord Cromer, whose review on the book, Zionism and the Jewish Future, we are printing below, is one of England’s lead¬ 
ing statesmen, who has been particularly responsible for the policy of the English government in Egypt. His activity in Egypt 
dates as far back as 1878 . He did not, however, remain very long in Egypt at that time, as he was called to India in 1879 , 
where .he. stayed, until 1883 as financial member of the council, leaving an unmistakable mark on the Indian financial system. It 
is said that had he remained in Egypt, the whole course of Egyptian history might have been altered. In 1883 , however, he was 
appointed British agent and Consul-General in Egypt and a minister plenipotentiary in the diplomatic service. When he arrived 
in Cairo in 1883 he found the administration of that country almost non-existent. Through his many accomplishments in Egypt 
Lord Cromer occupies a very high place among the greatest administrators and statesmen of the British Empire. In 1907 , in con¬ 
sequence of his state of health, he resigned office, having held his post in Egypt for twenty-four years. Lord Cromer has made a 
deep study of the Oriental question and has written a number of books and essays on the subject. Among his more important 
works are Modern Egypt, Ancient and Modern Imperialism and Political and Literary Essays. Lord Cromer is seventy-five, years 
of age, but still takes an active interest in the political controversies at home, joining himself to the free-trade wing of the Union¬ 
ist party. His review on Zionism and the Jewish Future, published in one of the prominent English newspapers , made a deep im¬ 
pression and called forth a great deal of comment .— The Editor. 


It is believed that on the eve of the 
French Revolution there were less than 
three million Jews in Europe. There are 
now some nine million, besides about two 
million in North America and smaller 
communities in other parts of the world. 

From the earliest days of the Dis¬ 
persion the Jews have, for different rea¬ 
sons, been viewed with dislike and sus¬ 
picion by the rest of the world. Juvenal, 
who regarded the Jews as magicians, in¬ 
veighed against them, and attributed their 
faults to the fact that they set aside every 
seventh day as a day, not of rest, but of 
'sloth.’ The fifth-century poet Rutilius 
(Itiner. V. 386), regretted the Dispersion, 
as he feared that the subjagated nation 
would conquer their conquerors. ‘Vic- 
toresque sues natio victa permit.’ The 
prejudices of the pagan world were in¬ 
herited in an intensified form by Chris¬ 
tians and Moslems alike. Those of the 
Christians led to the comprehensible but 
wholly irrational conclusion that future 
generations of Jews for all time would he 
persecuted because some of the predeces¬ 
sors had crucified Christ. Those of the 
Moslems were based on the personal his¬ 
tory of Mohammed. They still survive. 
Among the most civilized nations of the 
world, dislike based on religious preju¬ 
dices, if it has not wholly disappeared, 
has been greatly mitigated, but other 
causes have supervened which have kept 
anti-Semitic sentiments alive. 

In England there has never been any 
"Jewish question” properly so called. This 
is due partly to the fact that religious 
toleration, both in the letter and the 
spirit, has established a firm hold on 
English public opinion, and partly to the 
further fact that the relatively small 
number of Jews in the United Kingdom 
—there are at present only some two 
hundred and forty-five thousand—has 
prevented them from exercising so com¬ 
manding an influence over national life 
as has been the case in some other coun¬ 
tries. There is not, as in Austria, a Jew 
moneylender in almost every village in 
the country, who often holds the future 
welfare of the noble in his castle and of 
the villager in his cottage in the hollow 
of his hand. An incident such as that 
which came within my personal knowl¬ 
edge whilst residing in Syria would be 
impossible in this country. I was asked 
by an Austrian friend to make inquiries 
as to whether he could rent a country 
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house in the neighborhood of Gratz. 
After visiting one house, the proprietor 
asked me whether my friend was a Jew. 
I replied in the negative. He then ex¬ 
plained to me that he was an ardent 
anti-Semite, and that he would not. for 
any pecuniary consideration whatsoever, 
let his house to a Jew. 

In no country has the Jew fewer 
causes for complaint than in England. 
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He is under no civil disabilities. After 
a struggle, which never excited more 
than a somewhat languid interest, he was 
given full rights of citizenship. Jews 
r.ow sit in both Houses of Parliament. 
They occupy important public positions. 
A distinguished man of Jewish origin 
1 uled for some years the destinies of 
England. The faith of his ancestors and 
his hereditary proclivities have not pie- 
vented him from being regarded to this 
day by a large section of the community 
as a typical British patriot. When, there¬ 
fore, Dr. Weizmann says that what the 
Jew wants is “to find a place in the so¬ 
cial structure of the world which shall 
enable him to live as a human being 
without demanding that he cease to be 
a Jew,” the average Englishman will 
reply with murh reason, and perhaps 


with some slight indignation and amaze¬ 
ment, that he has given the Jew all that 
he asks; that Judaism is a cult like any 
other, which he is free to exercise in 
this country; that the British conscience 
is clear; and that the Jewish question 
may be dismissed from the minds of 
British politicians and the British public. 
And yet this answer, plausible though it 
may appear, is far from disposing of the 
whole question. 

Whatever sentiment may be enter¬ 
tained towards the Jews, and whatever 
opinions may be held as to the wisdom 
of affording encouragement to their 
present aspirations, it is surely desirable 
that those aspirations should be under¬ 
stood. It may well be doubted whether 
they are generally understood in this 
country. The very useful series of es¬ 
says now published under the title of 
‘Zionism and the Jewish Future’ enables 
us to gain some insight into the views 
current in Jewish circles, and the aims 
which the leading members of the Jew¬ 
ish community seek to attain. The pub¬ 
lication is all the more timely because 
one of the consequences of the war will 
almost certainly be that the whole Jew¬ 
ish question will in the future have to be 
approached under auspices which differ 
widely from those which have hitherto 
obtained. 

The first point to be grasped in order 
to arrive at a true comprehension of the 
meaning of the movement known as 
Zionism is to recognize the fact that for 
many years past there have been two 
main currents of Jewish thought which 
have been moving in divergent direc¬ 
tions. It is natural that it should be so. 
To use an expressive phrase employed 
by that talented novelist, George Eliot, 
Judaea—and, consequently, the Jews—is 
‘poised between East and West.’ The 
tendency of the Western Jews has been 
to Westernize Judaism. Moses Mendel¬ 
sohn 11729-86). who may be said to be 
almost the founder of this school of 
thought, held that the best solution of 
the Jewish question was that ‘the Jews 
should become as like as possible to the 
Gentile.’ The predominating note of 
Western Jewry has, therefore, been a 
movement from the Jewish to the non- 
Jewish. This movement received a great 
stimulus from the French Revolution, 
which broke down the walls of the 
Ghetto and thus emancipated the Jews, 
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but which, at the same time, went far to 
denationalize Judaism. Toleration has 
produced its natural and inevitable re¬ 
sult. It has tended to break up the 
solidarity of the Western Jews, and to 
facilitate assimilation with the non-Jew- 
ish communities to which they belong. 

The thought of Eastern Jewry has de¬ 
veloped on precisely opposite lines. The 
inefficacy of persecution, unless it be 
conducted on a scale and after a fashion 
which have now become practically im¬ 
possible, has been clearly demonstrated. 
It has served to foster the movement 
which it was intended to stifle. The most 
passionately ardent Jews prefer persecu¬ 
tion, which keeps alive the flame of na¬ 
tionalism, to emancipation, which tends 
to quench it. The following extract 
from the works of Asher Ginzberg who 
adopted the synonym of Achad ha-'Am 
(One of the People), is characteristic of 
their views. Speaking of the Western 
Jews, he said: 

"Do I envy these fellow-Jews of 
mine their emancipation? I answer 
in all truth and sincerity. No! A 
thousand times No! The privileges 
are not worth the price! I may not 
be emancipated; but at least I have 
not sold my soul for emancipation. 

I, at least, can proclaim from the 
housetops that my kith and kin are 
dear to me wherever they are, with¬ 
out being constrained to find forced 
and unsatisfactory excuses. I, at 
least, can remember Jerusalem, 
mourn for its loss in public or in 
private, without being asked what 
Zion is to me or I to Zion. . 

And this spiritual freedom—scoff 
who will!—I -would not exchange or 
barter for all the emancipation in the 
world.” 

Zionism, which in its present form 
may be said to have been born in 1896. 
is the outcome of Eastern Jewish 
thought and action. Its headquarters 
until recently have been in Poland. 


Whether the center of gravity of Jew¬ 
ish activity will now be shifted remains 
to be seen. Dr. Weizmann says: "It is 
too early as yet to estimate even ap¬ 
proximately the effect of the war on the 
great Jewish centres in which a part of 
it is being waged, but it is already obvi¬ 
ous that it will deal a shattering blow at 
what has been for centuries the great 
reservoir of Jewish strength.” 

What is it that the Zionists want? 
The idea that they wish the Jews of all 
races to be congregated together in Pal¬ 
estine may at once be dismissed as ab¬ 
surd. Nothing of the sort is proposed. 
Neither do they want to establish a mere 
colony in the sense in which that term 
is usually employed. Zionism stands for 
a national revival. Its aim and goal, the 
Very Rev. Dr. Gaster says, “is to create 
for the Jew a new home, not so much 
for physical as for spiritual life. This 
must be borne in mind and never lost 
sight of—that the Holy Land is to be¬ 
come the spiritual centre of the Jews. 
This stands far above any political or 
economic consideration.” Tt should be 
added that Dr. Gaster's idealism soars 
very high. He holds that the re-estab¬ 
lishment of Jewish national life in the 
ancient home of Judaism will help to 
solve many of the burning questions of 
the day. 

Such are “the problems of tenure of 
property, the problem of commercial 
dealing, the protection of the laborer, the 
purity of food, simplified procedure in 
the Courts of Justice, protection against 
usury, against rings and monopolies, 
democratic organization, and the prin¬ 
ciples of equitable taxation. . . The 

Jewish regathering is to be of great mo¬ 
ment in the history of the emancipation 
and progress of mankind. Only from 
this point of view has Zionism a mean¬ 
ing and Judaism a justification.” 

Mr. Nahum Sokolow quotes the pa¬ 
thetic question propounded to him by 
an enthusiastic youth, who may be re¬ 
garded as a typical “New Jew,” to the 


following effect: “Are we still a people 
to whom youth and health may return, 
or a bleached and scattered heap of 
bones? Are these bones never again to 
live and move?” 

It would be both premature and pre¬ 
sumptuous to attempt to forecast the fu¬ 
ture of the Zionist movement. All that 
can at present be done is to state the na¬ 
ture of the problem, and to note that 
some slight practical progress has beer 
made towards the realization of the Jew¬ 
ish ideals. For some years past a steady 
stream of Jewish immigration to Pales¬ 
tine has set in. There are now forty-five 
Jewish colonies, having a population of 
about fifteen thousand souls and cover¬ 
ing an area of about one hundred and 
ten thousand acres. Good roads have 
been made. Numerous elementary 
schools in which Hebrew is taught have 
been established. “That Hebrew as a 
living language has come to stay,” Dr. 
Selig Brodetsky says, “that, in fact, He¬ 
brew is well on the way to becoming the 
mother-tongue of Palestinian Jewry, is 
obvious.” 

From a material point of view, the 
Jewish colonies thrive. The very com¬ 
mon idea that the Jews can never be suc¬ 
cessful agriculturists has been completely 
disproved. They export fruit and wine 
in large quantities. In one colony the 
value of the irrigable land has risen from 
£3 12s. per acre in 1890 to £36 an acre. 
The trade of Jaffa, which in 1904 was 
valued at £760,000. had in 1912 reached 
the figure of £2,080.000. Liberal en¬ 
couragement has been given to arts and 
industries. 

Enough, however, has been said to 
show that, although possibly the Jewish 
question will not mature quite so quickly 
as some of the more enthusiastic Zion¬ 
ists consider probable, it is rapidly be¬ 
coming a practical issue, and that before 
long politicians will be unable to brush 
it aside as the fantastic dream of a few 
idealists. 
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The White Lily 

(Continued from page 56 ) 


ing in the kitchen. I was not there. Far away, in the 
synagogue of our town in Russia, I was standing near the 
ark with the Sefer Torah in my hand!” . . . 

She came nearer, and in the darkness of the night I 
could see her eyes rolling wildly, with a terrible vacant 
look in them. I drew her toward me and tried to soothe 
her. It seemed to me that I had succeeded. 

Suddenly she raised herself to her full height, her 
abaiah fell lo the ground, and all in white, her arms out¬ 
stretched before her, she ran up the hill, toward the settle¬ 
ment, quickly, with uneven steps, until her gleaming image 
became blurred and indistinct in the distance. Fearing 
that some harm might befall her, I whistled to my horse 
and started in pursuit. In a moment I had overtaken her. 
But when I touched her she stopped, drew herself up, and 
cried, with a shriek that seemed to come from her very 
heart: 
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“Jews, give your blood-blood-blood !” 

Her voice cut through the black night, beat against the 
distant hills of Nazareth, and re-echoed far and wide. 
She dropped senseless to the ground. I lifted her on my 
horse which was rearing in terror, and brought her to the 
settlement. 

For the rest of the night I stood guard on the lonely 
slope. When I returned to Merchaviah in the morning I 
found the settlers standing huddled together in solemn 
groups near the sick-room. From their aspect I could see 
that a misfortune had occurred. 

A day later Shoshannah was taken to the insane asylum 
in Jerusalem. The poor demented girl moaned incessantly 
in a weak and broken voice: 

“Jews-blood ! Jews-blood !” 

* * * 

They believed the Beilis trial had deranged her. 
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Two Years of its Activity 


By JACOB de HAAS 


The Rev. Joseph Friedlander, a Zionist whose activities date back to the beginnings of the movement in England, recently sent a 
letter to the American Jewish press, in which he severely criticised the Provisional Zionist Committee. In this letter there ap¬ 
peared a series of questions hinging on the financial statement of the Committee, which appeared in the July Maccabaean. These 
questions were put together not by Mr. Friedlander, but by some person who assumed expert knowledge. All these questions, if 
unanswered, raised a presumption of inaccuracies in the report, and were intended to discredit the methods of the Committee. The 
gist of the letter, aside from these questions, related to the policy of the Provisional Committee toward the various Zionist organi¬ 
sations in that it subventioned the Federation, the Mizrachi, the Poale Zion, our periodicals, etc. 

The secretary of the Provisional Committee, Mr. de Haas, replied to the letter in order that the misinformation of Mr. Fried¬ 
lander might be corrected, and in order, once for all, to dissipate a great deal of underground criticism which is being levelled 
against the Zionist organization on a misunderstanding of the facts. This letter follows: 


We welcome the open letter addressed 
to the Provisional Executive Committee 
for General Zionist Affairs by the Rev. 
Joseph Friedlander; for despite its pecu¬ 
liar form and its more obvious intent, it 
affords us what we have longed for, 
namely, an opportunity to present a clear 
and detailed explanation of our opera¬ 
tions, and the policy underlying the same, 
to which the press could not be expeetbd 
to give publicity owing to its necessary 
length, except under the provocation of 
an open letter. 

By dealing with the problems involved 
in their chronological order, we can most 
easily clear up the questions of policy, on 
the correctness or error of which the 
claims of the open letter must stand or 
fall. In June, 1914, the Federation of 
American Zionists, at its Convention in 
Rochester, assumed a budget of $14,000 
for the ensuing year. There were then 
105 societies in the organization; and this 
budget was regarded as a considerable 
advance over the undertakings of the pre¬ 
vious year, because, from the year 1905, 
the Organization had been forced into the 
East Side and, whether by accident or 
design, had been depressed from its posi¬ 
tion as a national body to that of an 
obscure appenage to various other move¬ 
ments then in the public eye. However, 
the active spirits in the movement had 
done some good work, but the published 
records show a weakening instead of 
strengthening of the Organization up to 
1912, when the reaction set in. On Au¬ 
gust 31st, 1914, the emergency conference 
was called at the Hotel Marseilles, and 
the Zionists there assembled organized 
the Provisional Zionist Committee, and 
took, with great courage but in complete 
ignorance, to replace the Zionist Organ¬ 
ization of the world, both as to financial 
operations and in the man-power of the 
Movement. On the three following days, 
therefore, a complete inventory was taken 
of the resources of the Movement, and 
it was realized, that while the needs of 
Palestine ought to be met, and that these 
needs would prove to be larger than had 
been contemplated in the public discus¬ 
sion—there were no records available and 
the European headquarters had been en¬ 
tirely cut off for over a month from all 
communication on this side of the water 
—the task of raising the necessary means 
could only be successfully accomplished 
by a rapid but careful development of 
the organizations. 


There arose then imediately a very 
distinct and clear subsidiary issue: either 
the existing organizations must continue 
the work they had hitherto done, and 
finance themselves over and above their 
income from dues, etc., by the usual 
public appeals, and so confuse and be¬ 
wilder the public with various demands 
or, placing their entire service at the 
disposal of the newly created Provisional 
Committee, they must be supported out 
of the Provisional Committee funds. The 
latter policy was decided upon, neither 
secretly nor mysteriously, but after the 
fullest and most careful discussion as to 
the merits and demerits of the proposi¬ 
tion; and not a little of the support in 
favor of this policy resulted from the 
fact that under the new pressure men 
came forward who were willing to con¬ 
tribute largely, and very specificially, for 
organization work. 

Subsequently, when communication 
was established with the European head¬ 
quarters, this policy was entirely ap¬ 
proved, because in part the subsidies sup¬ 
plied from the Provisional Committee 
covered obligations that the Actions 
Committee had either entered into, or 
was proposing to enter into in order to 
create an American movement that was 
worth while. It is in line, therefore, 
with these policies that the larger portion 
of these subsidies have been paid over. 
As to whether or not Dos Yiddishc Folk 
is a “parasitic” organ, is a matter upon 
which the Rev. Joseph Friedlander can 
form no judgment, nor need we. Suffice 
it that at every Convention the mainte¬ 
nance and support of Dos Yiddishe Folk 
has been discussed; and in every case the 
desire to maintain it has been carried by 
overwhelming majorities. 

At the time of the holding of the emer¬ 
gency conference in 1914, the Mizrachi 
had practically not been heard of in this 
country, the Poale Zion was little known, 
and the New England Bureau did not 
come into existence until January 1st, 
1915 (and parenthetically we may observe 
that if it had accomplished nothing more 
than the Boston Convention, it would 
have justified its existence). The Ohio 
State Organization dates from June, 1916. 
We have since added the San Francisco 
Bureau, which is now open and 
in all probability, in due course of 
events, Pensylvania, Michigan, Louisi¬ 
ana, Texas and Virginia will all have 
their subordinate establishments. The 


justification of each policy lies in 
achievement. The real question that 
should have been put to us is not, “Why 
do you spend so much money,” suggest¬ 
ing that the money is being improperly 
spent, but “What have you produced for 
the money?” This product can be seen in 
the directions: The number of Zionist 
organizations in June, 1914, were 105; the 
number in 1915 were 129; the number in 
1916, 172; in addition there has been the 
growth of Zionist sympathy in the fra¬ 
ternal orders. This growth, together 
with the development of the Mizrachi, 
now a force in the country, and the Poale 
Zion, a very vigorous organization, as- 
many know, would justify our having ex¬ 
pended our money; for all this means 
that we have, not wholly, but in some 
part, replaced the necessary broken man¬ 
power in Europe by a new and vigorous 
Zionistic man-power in the United 
States. The figures do not include 
Young Judaea nor the Order Bnai Zion, 
nor the Order Knights of Zion, all of 
which have progressed proportionately 
out of the same general support. 

But let us go further. On August 31st, 
1914, with great trepidation, the Zionists 
of the United States undertook to raise 
the sum of $50,000.00 for one year, and 
began with guarantees of $11,000. Com¬ 
pare this undertaking with the fact that 
during the three months June, July and 
August, 1916—summer months, when or¬ 
ganizations generally go backward— 
there was paid into the treasury of the 
Provisional Committee the sum of $47,- 
526.08, that is, within $3,000.00 of the 
total we undertook to raise in the first 
year (the total was not equal to our 
needs). 

As against the $50,000 we undertook to- 
raise in the first year for all purposes, 
on the 1st of July of this year we under¬ 
took to add to our budget a single item 
of $60,000 in order to support the opera¬ 
tions of the Anglo-Palcstine Company— 
the Zionist bank in Palestine—and we 
have already paid three installments of 
that account, amounting to $15,000, with¬ 
out issuing any appeal for that purpose. 

The bureaus have thoroughly justified 
themselves. The New England Bureau, 
supervising the work for New England, 
apart from the remarkable increase of 
societies effected, has controlled the rais¬ 
ing of an income in two years equal to 
five times or more the total income of 
the Zionist Organization five years ago. 
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The Ohio Bureau has raised within two 
months as much as the State of Ohio 
raised for Zionist purposes in the pre¬ 
vious year. We anticipate at least as 
good results from San Francisco; and 
the Order Knights of Zion, the Order 
Sons of Zion, have each, through our 
method of operation, raised five and six 
times the amount of the subsidies in¬ 
volved; so that from the point of view 
of economy, and of results, this policy 
has effected just what it should effect. 

The next question that can properly 
arise is, is this expenditure on American 
organization and administration success¬ 
ful? though it be disproportionate to 
the amounts provided for Palestine and 
other Zionist obligations. We have spent 
in the United States, briefly, $85,534.41, 
as against the total receipts, exclusive of 
transfer items, $356,94072, so that the 
cost of operation is not over 25 per cent., 
but the same expense bill includes the 
cost of our Transfer Department, which 
raised for Palestine and for Europe 
$600,000.00 so that the working cost of our 
operation for the Transfer Department 
and the Emergency Fund, and all that 
which in the opinion of your correspond¬ 
ent cries to heaven tor redress, is roughly 
equal to about 8 per cent., a sum which 
anyone who has knowledge of the work¬ 
ings of any institution, or one who mere¬ 
ly takes into account the work and com¬ 
plicated character of the operation which 
we are carrying out efficiently, would 
not regard as extravagant. 

We are very proud of the Transfer 
Department. It has provided $600,000 
worth of self-help and has enabled 60,000 
people to locate each other; and instead 
of doing $600,000 worth of charity, which 
in all probability compared with the ex¬ 
penditure account of relief campaigns, 
would be more costly. It is perfectly 
true that we are proud that the Transfer 
Department does not represent charity. 
We cnactle anyone in this country, at our 
cost, to help their kindred abroad; and 
whereas we would have been over¬ 
whelmed with the task of supplying 
Palestine with immense relief funds out 
of the Zionist resources, we have ac¬ 
tually, throughout this war, managed 
through this medium and independent of 
■what our Organization is giving the 
schools and other organizations we sup¬ 
port, and the actual relief funds that we 
have helped to provide, and which 
through our pressure have provided: and 
independent of large loans that we have 
been creating for the advantage of Pal¬ 
estine, we have managed, as a measure 
■of self-help, to transmit to Palestine 
$1,000 a day for every working day for 
two years. We have made no charge for 
this, as we have made no charge for the 
European Transfer Account, because we 
feel that this is exactly the kind of thing 
that the Zionist Movement, as a Move¬ 
ment embodying the principle of self- 
help, should do when it engages upon 
benevolence. 

The Transfer Department, both in Pal¬ 
estine and in Europe (we have now ex¬ 
tended it to Roumania and we operate in 
Galicia. Egypt, Russia, and Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories. etc.), has hcen successful be- 
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cause of the enormous care and patience 
and attention we exercise in carrying on 
the operation. We roughly estimated on 
June 30th that during the past year we 
have used one million sheets of paper, 
letter size, in connection with our vari¬ 
ous departments, independent of cir¬ 
culars and printed matter. Our Transfer 
Department makes fifteen entries for each 
item received, recording the receipt, for¬ 
warding the confirmation, the advice to 
the sender, and the surrender of the re¬ 
ceipt originally signed by the payee to 
the sender. In addition to the corre¬ 
spondence involved in each item, we have 
in this way been warranted in the con¬ 
fidence placed in us not only by Jews, 
but by non-Jews, Arabs and Syrians, by 
large corporations having probably as 
good a service as the United States Gov¬ 
ernment itself; and individual remitters 
have been referred to us by the United 
States Post Office because we found 
means of regular communication with the 
Orient, when all regular postal facilities 
had broken down. The result is that for 
each item transmitted we eventually give 
the remitter the receipt of the individual 
to whom he has sent the money; and this 
is no simple task. Take into considera¬ 
tion the fact that money is sent to per¬ 
sons in Jerusalem who are eventually 
found and paid in Egypt, or sent to per¬ 
sons presumed to be in some town in the 
Occupied Territories or in Galicia, and 
the receipt, when it reaches us, comes 
from some obscure town in Siberia, coun¬ 
tersigned by the local official. All this 
means labor, and in order to do this and 
all our other work (and we have a very 
high regard for economy in every detail) 
we have found it necessary to occupy 
five thousand feet of floor space, paying 
$-1,500 a year rent, and to employ about 
fifty persons in our offices. 

We are not parading the fact because 
we regard it all as part of the day’s 
work that we have helped to discover 
sixty thousand families in this country, 
relatives of those abroad; and that we 
are now moved by the same motive of 
self-help, and, without blare of trumpet, 
to locate, through specially appointed 
committees, relatives in Europe for those 
here seeking their whereabouts. Our 
operations extend practically all over the 
globe. We are acting for Jews in 
Australia. New Zealand, Argentine, 
Brazil, Canada, England, Chile, South 
Africa, China, Panama, Russia. We are 
the means of corresponding, via New 
York, between one part of Palestine and 
the other. We are the connecting link 
between Russia and Egypt, and we are 
performing all these tasks as agents, as 
propagandists, as organizers, as develop¬ 
ers building the Zionist Movement at one 
end, in America, and stabilizing the posi¬ 
tion of the Tews in Palestine at the other, 
at a cost of 8 per cent, of the amount of 
moneys we are handling. Or, to give 
your correspondent all that he wishes, 
we are doing all this at the cost of, say, 
25 per cent, of the moneys deliberately 
raised for relief and organization. 

Now, as to the nature of our appeal. 
Your correspondent infers that we have 


misled the public, and that we have asked 
the public to give for one purpose and 
are using the money for another. This 
is categorically untrue. As Zionists we 
have nowhere appealed to the spirit of 
pity. We have always appealed to the 
sense of duty. During the first year we 
raised a good deal 01 money by verbal 
propaganda and our messages to the 
public were messages of hope. The 
question of feeding the hungry did not 
even arise during the first few months of 
the war. It was a question of maintain¬ 
ing the Zionist institutions and organiza¬ 
tion, and every one of our receipts has 
at all times made it clear that w r e are not 
asking tor charity, but that we are ask¬ 
ing for the Zionist institutions and the 
Zionist Organization, and that through 
these we are doing real constructive work 
in Palestine while we help to maintain 
the people whose sufferings are so real as 
not to stand in need of the rhetorical 
flourishes indulged in by your corre¬ 
spondent as a means of assault upon our 
organization. 

This is a very brief account of our 
work and the underlying policy v'Tiich 
was developed by the Provisional Com¬ 
mittee and which has been carried out in 
its details by office committees ■which 
meet two or three times a week, and 
which has been sanctioned by the Boston 
and Philadelphia Conventions, and which 
has met with the most unqualified praise 
from the Inner Actions Committee, the 
Greater Actions Committee and from 
even,'- Zionist Organization in the world. 
We now' proceed to discuss in detail the 
various questions which the Reverend Mr. 
Friedlander has put to our Accountant De¬ 
partment. He queries the system of the 
record published in the July Maccabaean. 
ignorant, probably, of the fact that even 
in the system of accounting we attempt to 
attain the highest efficiency, and that the 
record published is in character similar 
to that used by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission in its reports. 

1) 0-—“What were the total receipts of the 
Provisional Committee for that period 
(June 30, 1015, to June 19, 1916), ex¬ 
cluding ’Transfer’ items? I wish to 
exclude ‘Transfer’ items In order to 
get at the operations of the Committee 
itself, exclusive of its activities on be¬ 
half of individuals. This is n separate 
matter and should have a separate ac¬ 
counting. I will speak of it later." 

A.—A simple calculation of the figures ap¬ 
pearing on page 169 of The Maccabaean 
for July, 1916, will answer this ques¬ 
tion readily: 

Total receipts .$791,971.65 

Deduct receipts of the Trans¬ 
fer Account . 435.930.93 


Answer to Q. No. 1: 

Total receipts of the Pro¬ 
visional Committee for the 
period from June 30. 1915. 
to .Tune 19, 1916. excluding 

Transfer items .$356.9-10.72 

This item includes $46,156.43. represent¬ 
ing loans and pending items. These 
pending items are received for various 
purposes which at the time of receipt 
by us are not clearly earmarked by tile 
transmitter. We therefore carry such 
items In our pending account until we 
have ascertained exactly to what pur¬ 
pose ttie money Is to be applied. We 
have had as much as a single Item of 
$10,000 received by us from four to six 
weeks abend of the notification of the 
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purpose to which we are to apply the 
money. Reference to Page ICO of The 
Maccobaean of July will show that, 
during the year, we received $46,150.43 
and disbursed on the same account 
$55,271.07. The only loan included in 
this is that made to workshops in 
Palestine. This loan is secured by col¬ 
lateral in the shape of the finished 
product which will be ultimately as¬ 
signed to the Zionist Organization for 
sale, as soon as permission has been 
obtained to export these products from 
Palestine. 

2) Q.—“What were the total disbursements of 

the Provisional Committee for that 
period, excluding “Transfer” items? 

A.—A simple calculation of the figures ap¬ 
pearing on page 100 of The Maccabaean 
for July, 1016, will also answer this 
question reudlly: 

From the total disbursements 
for the year ended June 

10. 1016 .$S46,906.50 

Deduct disbursements for the 
Transfer Account . 459,527.64 

Answer to Q. No. 2: 

The total disbursements of 
the Provisional Commit¬ 
tee for the period from 
June 30, 1915, to June 19, 

1916. is .$387,46S.S0 

This includes the operating cost of the 
Transfer Department. 

3 ) Q.—“What was the balance on hand June 

30. 1915, excluding ‘Transfer’ items?” 

A.—To arrive at the balance on hand on 
June 30. 1015. excluding Transfer 

Items, it is necessary to deduct from 
the balance on hand on June 30, 1915, 
the balance of the Transfer Account 
(from the figures shown on page 169 of 
The Maccabaean). viz: 

Receipts for the Transfer Ac¬ 
count up to June 30, 1915. .$197,992.12 
Disbursements for the same 


period on the Transfer 
Account . 160,331.96 

Balance therefore for the 
Transfer Account on June 
30, 1915 . $37,660.16 


The total balance on June 30, 1915. is 
$73,375.46. 

Answer to Q. No. 3: 

Balance on hand June 30, 

1915, excluding Transfer 

items . $73,375.46 

Less . 37,660.10 

$35,715.30 

4) Q.—“What was the balance on hand June 
19, 1916, excluding ‘Transfer’ items?” 

A.—In a similar way the balance 
on hand on June 19. 1916, ex¬ 


cluding Transfer items is_$18,350.61 

Less Transfer Account bal¬ 
ance . 13,163.45 

Answer to Q. No. 4: 

Balance on hand June 19, 

1916, exclusive of Trans¬ 
fer items . $5.1.87.16 


5) Q.—“Of the disbursements, excluding trans¬ 
fer Items?” 


inittee . 535.59 

Bezalel Workshops 
(Loans secured by 
Collateral) . 15,545.29 

Total sent to Palestine $212.SC3.17 

(b) —“What amounts went elsewhere 

abroad ?” 

A.—A total of $50,419.90. 

1. “To whom?” 

2. “For what purpose?” 

A. —As follows : 

EG Y PT - ALE X A N I) RIA 
Hadassah Committee $1,050.00 
Alexandria Commit¬ 
tee—Pending In¬ 
struction . 2.198.S5 $3,248.85 

ENGLAND 
Jewish Colonial 

Trust — Pending 
Instruction . $97.13 $97.13 

RUSSIA 

Moscow Committee— 

Relief . $7,930.00 

Central Relief Com¬ 
mittee—Relief _ 1,323.49 

American Jewish Re¬ 
lief Committee— 

Relief . 5.556.14 $14,S09.63 

AUSTRIA 

Vienna Committee— 

Relief . $3,276.00 

Vienna Committee— 

Pending Instruc¬ 
tion . 20.00 $3,296.00 

EASTERN TERRITORIES 

OCCUPIED BY GERMANY 

Warsaw Committee— 

Relief . $9,398.00 

Actions Committee.. 2.01G.00 $11,414.00 

SWITZERLAND 

Jewish Students ... $653.70 $653.70 

TURKEY 

Constantinople Office $7,500.00 $7,500.00 

GERMANY 

Actions Committee— 

Zionist Activities.. $9,400.50 $9,400.59 

$50,419.90 

6 ) (c)—“What amounts were expended in the 
United States?’ 

A.—A total of $124,1S5.79. 

1. “To whom were payments made?” 

2. “For what purpose?” 


A.—As follows: 

Ohio Zionist Organi¬ 
zation . $300.00 

Knights of Zion. 2,000.00 

Federation of Amer¬ 
ican Zionists . 14,500.00 

Order Sons of Zion 500.00 

Dos Yiddische Folk. 3,725.40 

Zionist Bureau for 

New England _ 6,803.93 

Poale Zion . 4.125.00 

Mlzrachl . 1,825.00 

Jewish Bureau . 500.00 


Collection Expenses: 

Refunds of expenses 
incurred at source 
of collections . 2,314.77 2,314.77 

Publication Committee: 

Literature, etc.$2,464.96 

Foreign Bureaus ... 47.00 

Secretary’s Salary... 1,800.00 
Travelling expenses. 5,106.05 

Kent . 1.395.97 

Telephone . 221.76 

Telegrams . 111.96 

Salaries, Office Help. 

General Office, New 
YorK Emergency 
Committee Office, 

transfer, etc.11,361.37 

Stationery & Print- 

Tl In S . 2,232.74 

Postage . 1,784.30 

Bank Collections ... 196.01 

Carfares . 23.66 

Auditing . 1,905.04 

Cables . 1,188,25 

Jewish National 

Fund Stamps . 271.51 

Hall Rental . 368.55 

Advertising . 458.47 

Miscellaneous ex¬ 
pense . 534.06 

Insurance . 263.60 

Congress Expenses.. 153.47 

Office Equipment- 1.490.45 

Emergency Fund 

Day . 248.36 

Special Appeal Ex¬ 
pense . 426.90 

Conventions . 2,065.29 

Hotel Marseilles 

Conference . 92.01 

Shortages refunded. 2.326.91 $38,538.65 

Distribution of un¬ 
classified contribu¬ 
tions included in 
Loans and Pend¬ 
ing Account . 38,151.38 38,151.38 

$124,185.79 

All these expenditures, just as all the 
receipts, involve thousands of subsidiary 
items, each one being properly author¬ 
ized, audited and accounted for in every 
particular. No voucher leaves this office 
without four signatures; no item of ex¬ 
penditure is incurred without the author¬ 
ity of the Office Committee; no single 
detail is undertaken without the most 
careful scrutiny, and what this involves 
clearly explains itself when we state that 
during the month of August—a slack 
month—the Provisional Committee re¬ 
ceived 2.700 pieces of mail; and of this 
mail that from Palestine alone has 
needed the service of an indexer, so volu¬ 
minous and complicated are the records 


(a) “What amounts went to Palestine?” 
A.—A total of $212,863.17. 

1. “To whom?’’ 

2. “For what purpose?” 

A.—As follows: 

THROUGH THE PALESTINA AMT. 
Pending Instruction8$10,103.50 

Budget . 61,000.00 

Gymnasium . 21,230.51 

Hadassah . 2.950.49 

Wine Growers . 40.000.00 

Relief . 45,095.10 

Palestine Workmen’s 

Fund . 51.25 

Kulture Fund . 798.24 

Total Palestina Amt. $181,229.09 

Specific Institutions 

(Relief) . 10.553.20 

Palestine Joint Com¬ 
mittee (Relief) ... 5.000.00 

Central Relief Com- 


Hadassah Refunds . 505.81 

Texas Zionist Asso¬ 
ciation . 75.00 

Pittsburgh Zionist 

Association . 100.00 

Intercollegiate Zion¬ 
ist Society . 50.00 

Chicago Bureau _ 42.94 $35,653.08 

Propagandists . 5,510.00 5,510.00 

M. Werthhelm—Ben 

Yehuda—Relief ... 500.00 500.00 

Shekel Collections 

Expenses . $S70.97 

Shekel Collections 

Rebates . 2,509.67 

Shekel Collections 
Printing . 131.27 3,517.91 


we receive. 

We are, as stated at the outset, very 
glad to have had this opportunity for 
publishing all these details; although it 
was known that our books are at all 
times open for inspection to any good¬ 
standing Zionist. If any good-standing 
Zionist seeks still more detailed informa¬ 
tion, we shall only be too happy to afford 
him an opportunity, as we have done in 
the past; because we have, in each case, 
noticed that a close scrutiny of our 
methods and our work add, from the in¬ 
quirer, always to our very much needed 
funds. 
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Over the Grave ©f a Poet 


By P. M. RASKIN 



IMON SAMUEL FRUG, the great 
lyrical Jewish poet, is dead. Within 
the last few years very little was heard 
of Frug. Now and again, when the cup 
of Jewish misery was overflowing, he 
occasionally emitted a sigh—a faint and 
pitiful sigh—and again relansed into 
silence. After the Kishineff pogrom he sang 
Brothers, sisters, pray, have mercy 
On the living, on the dead. 

Give us shrouds to clothe the slaughtered, 

For the Irving give ns bread! 

But this is not poetry. " This is begging for alms. This 
is the voice of a man who can no longer protest, who 
cannot even claim—who merely begs. True, Frug never 
protested, never uttered strong words; still there was a 
time when he could waken the dormant powers of the 
old invalid—the grey ancient warrior” and spur him on 
to a new vigorous life. There was a time when his lyrics 
inspired a whole intellectual Jewish generation in Russia. 
In some strange way, however, this 
generation has now half-forgotten 
him—and he went to his grave al¬ 
most unwept and unappreciated. Is 
it ingratitude? I am inclined to be¬ 
lieve—it is not. It is rather be¬ 
cause his message—the message of 
awakening a Jewish national senti¬ 
ment in our youth, when time de¬ 
manded it—was accomplished in the 
early years of his poetical career. 

Then the Jewish youth went far, 
far ahead and left its poet behind, 
so that in the tumult and noise of 
new events his sweet voice could 
only be faintly heard as from a 
distance. 

Simon Samuel Frug was born in 
i860 in Bobrovi-Kut—a Jewish 
agricultural colony in the Govern¬ 
ment of Cherson. His childhood 
was spent in the gardens and fields 
of his native village, and all 
throughout life he remained a child 
of nature with the soul of a Jew. This contrast gives the 
tone de douleur, the melancholy and plaintiveness to all 
his songs. His nature-poems are as bright, as sweet, as 
simple and pure as the smile of a child. How he loved 
The Helds and the gardens, 

The valleys around, 

Where songs of the reapers 
In gladness resound. 

Yes, we can sympathize with him, when he exclaims in 
one of his most pathetic songs: 

‘‘Oh, why have you poisoned my song?” 

Too early was his song poisoned by the realities of Jewish 
life; too early “the child of the field” became aware of 
“the child of exile,” the child for whom 
From his cradle to his grave 
By the road of life 
Grows a wood of pain and woe, 

And eternal strife. 

In vain he occasionally tried to lure the Jewish child into 
the field— 


The dovelet is cooing: 

“The morning is fair: 

Awake, little children, 

For fresh is the air.” 

The gay bee is humming, 

And sucking in shade. 

The juice of the rose-bud. 

The dew of the blade . . . 

How could the Jewish child hear him, when his entire 
world was the cheder, and of fields, of gardens, and of 
doves he only knew from the “Chumesh"? And thus the 
poet bom into the world to carry a message of light and 
love, who brought with him the fragrance of the valley 
and the purity of the rivulet became the weeper and be- 
moaner of life. Whenever he was ready to sing his voice 
was choked in his throat, and whenever he looked around 
his smile involuntarily changed into a tear. A Jew'ish 
poet cannot sing of nature. Who will listen to him? 

A summer-night, a tree, a rose. 

And rest, and peace, and gladness 
too —- 

What has it all, oh foolish child, 

In common with a Jew? 

Frug felt it deeply. This feeling is 
common to all Jewish poets. Bialik 
expresses it very forcibly in his fine 
poem, “In the Field.” This feeling 
is sometimes mistaken for pessi¬ 
mism, but it is not. It is not a feel¬ 
ing of despair—only of regret, of 
dissatisfaction, with the bitter fate 
of a homeless people. 

Frug was no pessimist. He be¬ 
lieved in the future of mankind and 
in the future of his own people. In 
his “Songs of Life” he tells us how 
his grandmother told him in his 
childhood a story of 

Evil lighting Goodness — 

The struggle lasted long; 

Long has Right been moaning 

SIMON SAMUEL FRUG Beneath the Yoke of Wrong. 

But it was Goodness and Right that finally triumphed. 
And as to his own people he knew that 

A nezv generation zvill arise 
Both mighty, great and zt’ise, 

who will throw off the yoke of exile and build a new 
home in the old land. Only that generation is too slow 
in its arrival. This the poet could not understand, and 
he asked in amazement: 

Your staff is strong, your step is sure, 

And firm the soil you tread; 

Why should the stranger’s soil allure, 

Why hang your grey old head? 

Frug, however, was never too strong or too effective 
in his appeals to strength. He was much more in his ele¬ 
ment when he sang of our great and glorious past. His 
brightest poems were of our past and his saddest of our 
present. It is to the past that he ran whenever he sought 
comfort and rest from the dismal realities of present 
Jewish life. 
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And often in my sweetest dream, 

When shades of evening fall, 

I see a far , a beauteous land, 

With oaks and cedars tall. 

That land is dear to him mainly in connection with its past 
associations. He even does not seem to realize that his 
dream is already being accomplished by the return of the 
best of our sons to that beauteous land. 

Frag loved the Bible. His Bible poems belong to the 
best that can be found in the world’s literature. Our 
kings, heroes and prophets are still alive to him. Some¬ 
times, when he awakens to the realities of life, to the 
dark and dismal Jewish present, he seeks to drown his 
grief in the glories of our past. And then, suddenly, the 
mighty, grey figure of Moses, “our teacher,” arises be¬ 
fore his eyes. On his grave countenance an expression of 
sadness, of deep gloom, and with a prayer on his lips he 
turns to God, bemoaning the fate of his exiled children. 
From Pisgah’s height I see arising, 

The grey old Prophet, tall and strong, 

And in his voice I hear a sobbing, 

“How long, 0 Mighty God, hoiv long?’’ 

The poet’s soul was always soaring over the cedar-robed 
mountains of Judaea. Like every Jewish genius of all 
ages, he lived spiritually in the ancient home of our 
fathers. It is only w'hen he awakens from his enchanted 
vision and beholds around him not the free and strong 
Judaean, but the bent and footsore Ghetto Jew, that the 
painful contrast turns his sonnet into an elegy, and in¬ 
stead of singing, he weeps. But Frug really only weeps 
—never protests. Occasionally he argues, and asks ques¬ 
tions. 

The silver moon shines, and the diamond stars twinkle. 
The night soars o'er land and o’er main; 

The Book of Creation before me is open 
I read it again and again. 


I read and repeat the old, marvelous stories 
A voice calls in answer to me: 

“Thy People shall be as the stars of the heaven, 

As sand on the shore of the sea!” 

And then the poet asks how it is that only half of God’s 
promise has been realized. The people have become as 
sand—humble, down-trodden, and scattered. But what 
about the lofty, the beauteous, the shining, heavenly stars ? 

None of our Jewish poets ever found so much inspira¬ 
tion frorn the living spring of our ancient legends than 
Frug. His Talmudic and Midrashic legends, his “Rabbi 
Amnon,” his “Beadle’s Daughter,” his “Golden Key,” the 
“Legend of the Cup,” and others are, and will ever re¬ 
main, the finest gems of our literature. 

Ancient pages of the Talmud — 

Sagas, tales and legends old, 

In my night all dark and disnuil, 

You are stars of gold! 

Frug is pre-eminently the poet of the past, but the luciditj- 
of his soul, the truth of his inspiration, the beauty of his 
words, the sweetness of his melody, and the fine romantic 
veil, which is drawn over everything he has written,, 
coupled with his deep, true, nationalistic spirit, will assign 
to him a place of its own in Jewish literature. 

Frug wrote chiefly in Russian, and partly in Yiddish. 
The famous Russian critic, Skabichewsky, devoted to him- 
a chapter of his book, “The History of the Newest Rus¬ 
sian Literature.” Frug is said to be the finest stylist in 
the Russian language next to Pushkin. If so, the Rus¬ 
sian people will be able to claim his style only—his soul is. 
ours. “Holy” Russia was not so magnanimous as to al¬ 
low one of its greatest poets to reside within the precincts 
of its capital—because he belonged to the race which gave 
to the world music and poetry. The Jewish people will’ 
find a place for the exiled poet together with the best and r 
sweetest singers in Israel—in every true Jewish heart. 


Letters to the 



To The Maccabaean: 

Rarely, if ever, in the history of our peo¬ 
ple have we had more cause to try and 
win the good opinion of the nations of the 
world than we have to-day. Our future 
for many years to come may be directly 
and gravely affected by any decision ar¬ 
rived at with respect to the Jews at the 
close of this war. It is a matter of extreme 
importance, therefore, for us to know what 
is the attitude of the different countries to¬ 
wards Jewish problems and to collect as 
far as may be possible the views of the 
different groups in each of them. The fol¬ 
lowing news item is therefore a matter of 
extreme importance to us. 

The Trade Union Congress of Great 
Britain representing a membership of four 
million persons which met at Birmingham 
from the 4 th to the 9 th of September 
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passed unanimously and without discussion 
the following resolution: 

“That this Congress expresses its em¬ 
phatic condemnation of the continued op¬ 
pression and discrimination of the Jewish 
people and regrets that in some countries 
the Jewish people are still deprived of 
elementary, political and civil rights. This 
Congress, therefore, requests the British 
Government to urge upon our Allies and 
the Governments of neutral nations to 
cease all such discriminations wherever 
they exist and now practiced against the 
Jewish people. And, further, requests that 
the British representatives shall endeavor 
to include in the Peace Treaty, whenever 
the terms and peace conditions for the con¬ 
clusion of the present war will be discussed, 
a guarantee for Political and Civil rights 
to the Jews and other nationalities who 
are subjected to such disabilities.” 


The resolution was submitted by the- 
United Garment Workers’ Trade Union- 
on behalf of the Jewish Branches. It was 
moved by Mr. M. Sclare, the Leeds Jewish 
Labor leader and seconded by Mr. James 
McDonald (London). 

Organized Labor is a great force in Eng¬ 
land and its public declaration in favor of 
“the guarantee for Political and Civil rights 
to the Jews” will help to strengthen the 
hands of those Jews and non-Jews who are 
working for a lasting improvement in the 
status of Jewry. 

Would it not be a gain, sir, to our Cause 
if Organized Labor in this country made a 
similar declaration? Is not this an activity 
wdiich the Poale Zionists can best carry 
through ? 

I am, sir, faithfully yours, 

JOSEPH L. COHEN. 
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By ISRAEL BELKIND 

Mr. Israel Belkind is one of the pioneer settlers of the New Y is huh. After the persecution of the Jews in Russia, in 1881, 
when colonisation committees were founded in large Jewish centers in Russia, some of which favored the establishments of agri¬ 
cultural colonics in this country and some in Palestine, Belkind became an ardent follower of the Palestinians, and founded at 
Kharkov, where he was then a student at the University, the 'Bilu" ( 1 V 2 ). With the aid of some of its members he estab¬ 

lished the colony Gcderalt; he was also intimately connected with the establishment of the colony Rishon L’ Zion. Mr. Belkind, 
as the other members of the "Bilu,” suffered many privations and was often compelled to abandon agricultural pursuits and take 
up literary activity. Mr. Belkind is a noted Hebrew scholar and author of a number of text books for the Hebrew schools in 
Palestine. He is now in this country in the interests of his agricultural school in Palestine. The article below gives an interest¬ 
ing account of the work of the school .— The Editor. 


I. 

UR Settlement in Palestine has become 
a factor of the utmost importance in the 
House of Israel. Until recently, the 
people who lived in Zion were regarded 
as the step-children of the Jewish na¬ 
tion. They were held in contempt by 
those who were assumed to have the 
deepest sympathy with their aims and purposes. Jeru¬ 
salem and the other cities of the Holy Land were looked 
upon as the bulwarks of fanaticism, 
and the inhabitants of the cities 
were regarded as parasites. 

These charges were false. It is 
beyond question that in the old 
days, when the voyage to Palestine 
was difficult and even dangerous at 
times, only men of strong heart and 
true religious spirit would under¬ 
take the journey. Life in the Holy 
City on the ruins of our great past 
necessarily strengthened the fibre of 
its inhabitants. Nevertheless, 
neither Jerusalem nor the other 
cities of Palestine, without com¬ 
merce or industry could provide the 
Jewish settlers with economic op¬ 
portunity. This condition of moral 
elevation and economic helplessness 
led to the establishment of the 
Halukah. The Halukah became re¬ 
sponsible for the odium cast upon 
the earlier settlers and caused them 
to be called “Shnorers and Bat- 
lonim.” 

The fact is that the Halukah never did and never could 
have supplied the people with the barest necessities. A 
large number of the people of Palestine, for example, the 
Spanish and Arabian Jews, never received any portion 
of the Halukah. These Jews were not only self-support¬ 
ing but devoted part of their income to public purposes 
and supported their own rabbis or Hahamim. The Halu¬ 
kah was not a charitable institution, but may be said 
rather to have been the fund out of which were paid 
salaries to such as devoted themselves to prayer and 
study, exactly as salaries are paid to rabbis outside of 
Palestine. The difference was only in that the Pales¬ 
tinian’s livelihood was meagre. The greater part of the 
population were wage-earners, living by the sweat of 
their brows as laborers, shop-keepers, etc. 

The Halukah existed only among the Ashkenazim 
(Yiddish speaking Jews). But even in their case, the 
income of the Halukah was so meagre that it could hardly 
satisfy their barest needs, and in most cases, the recip¬ 
ients were forced to add to their income by such labor 
as they could secure, working as mukarim or mule drivers 
in the mountains, or serving in other employment as 


competition in the extremely limited labor market could 
afford. Only a few were able to secure a livelihood out 
of the Halukah itself and these “meyuchossim” (aristo¬ 
crats) were extremely few. They were the religious 
fanatics and abscUrantists who presumed to act as 
spokesmen for the majority of the people, but who were 
never so recognized by the people themselves. The peo¬ 
ple were occupied with their own affairs and were help¬ 
less in the hands of such men. None dared declare aloud 
their grievances. 

The great national revival in 
Eastern Europe and the establish¬ 
ment of the first colonies in Pales¬ 
tine brought a new stream of set¬ 
tlers and with them a new spirit. 
Many of the new settlers came pri¬ 
marily because they believed in the 
revival of the nation through col¬ 
onization. They were, however, 
without means and unable to ac¬ 
quire land. Temporarily they 
made their homes in the cities and 
engaged in urban occupations. The 
new ideas introduced by these men 
forced even the obscurantists and 
fanatics to depart somewhat from 
their old position. The schools 
were filled with children of all 
sects, the libraries used by the en¬ 
tire population. In proportion to 
the increase of the new pooulation 
did the number of those who lived 
on the Halukah decrease. The 
Zionists began to exert a strong 
influence on the people of the cities. Young men from 
Jerusalem and Safed left the cities for the colonies to 
seek employment. Daily, new organizations were formed 
for the purpose of colonization and providing employ¬ 
ment for such who deserved to labor on the land. 
Through these organizations the new generation of Pal¬ 
estine hopes to firmly establish itself on the soil and to 
enjoy the fruit of its labor. 

To do full justice to the old Yishub, it should be re¬ 
membered that it supplied the true pioneers of coloniza¬ 
tion. The first steps toward the founding of Petach 
Tikwah were made in 1876, four years before the found¬ 
ing of Rishon le’Zion and Zichron Jacob and the corner¬ 
stone of Rosh Pinah was laid long before. The term 
“schnorer" which the prosperous of our people abroad 
have fixed upon their less fortunate brethren of Pales¬ 
tine as a term of reproach is unjust and baseless. 

II. 

The Jewih population of Palestine approximates the 
round number of one hundred thousand, half of which 
is in Jerusalem. The fifty thousand Jews of Jerusalem 
comprise two-thirds of the total population of that city. 
Where the Jews form so considerate a portion of the 
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population they should be expected to exert their 
proper influence in political and social life, particularly 
as the government confers upon them equal rights and 
privileges. In reality, Jewish influence in Jerusalem is 
non-existent. The cause is simple. It is the same cause 
which deprives the twelve million Jews of the world of 
their standing as a nation. It is lack of union and or¬ 
ganization. The Jewish population of Jerusalem may be 
considered a minature of the entire Jewish nation. Here 
come together the Jews of Europe, Asia, Africa and 
America. In just this position is found the poor Yemin- 
ite Jew, intelligent but in rags; the rich Bokhara Jew, 
prosperous, working, dressed in his wide, many-colored, 
silk garment, resembling the Asiatic Tartar; the Amer¬ 
ican Jew, with his upright carriage bearing upon him 
the stamp of freedom, who comes to Palestine to rest 
and to live on his savings; the Persian Jew, down-trod¬ 
den, starving; Russian Jews of all classes, Roumanian, 
Galician, Hungarian, German, Spanish, Caucasian, Meso¬ 
potamian and North African Jews, and Sabbatarins who 
have embraced the Jewish faith, all meeting together in 
Palestine, particularly in Jerusalem. There is a wide 
difference in education, language, customs and views on 
life and religion. Each adheres strictly to his own pe¬ 
culiar life and speech. 

Another reason for the demoralization of the people is 
the terrible poverty. Insufficient food, homes without 
air or sunlight, filthy streets, lack of water, cannot pro¬ 
duce strong physiques and healthy bodies. There are 
exceptions particularly among the Galicians and among 
the Jews of Safed. But these exceptions only afford 
proof of what the Jew's of the old Yishub could be if the 
material conditions and their environment were changed; 
if they could be allowed to settle on the land, to breathe 
the air of the open country. 

In the days of Zerubabel and Nehemiah, the number 
of that small body of Babylonian Jews who returned on 
foot to Palestine did not exceed fifty thousand men, 
women and children; but they were a united army bound 
together heart and soul by a single ideal. They spqke 
one language. All w'ere colonists or farmers. Farming 
knows little competition and it is an employment which 
develops ‘‘mens sano in corpore sano.” Two hundred 
years of development converted a mob into a nation able 
to brave the entire Hellenic world and to conquer the 
superior armies of Syria and Greece. It gave us also 
that splendid and romantic period of the Maccabaeans. 

The number of Jew's in Palestine already exceeds that 
of the time of Zerubabel, and if we add to them the 
number of Syrian Jews of Damascus, Beyrouth and 
Syria, we reach the number of 150,000 souls. This num¬ 
ber is increased annually by the influx of Yemenites, 
Mugrabis, and Jews from European Turkey and other 
parts of the Mediterranean littoral. 

When we shall come to reconstruct the House of Israel 
in the land of Israel, it will not be possible to overlook 
the human material at hand. Men already living there 
who have long adapted themselves to the conditions and 
climate of the country should make the best material for 
the basis of our future settlement. 

But just as there is no city on earth w'ithout a Jewish 
community so is there scarcely a Jewish community with¬ 
out its number of Palestinian Jews. Here is revealed 
the source of the difficulty. The strongest and most fit 
of the people of Palestine are those who refuse to live 
on the Halukah, yet, decline to starve. Therefore, they 
have no recourse but to leave the country. It is impos¬ 
sible to look on with indifference w'hile the best of our 
youth wander away in search of work and bread. We 
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must not permit Palestine to become a running pool 
w'hich empties as fast as it receives. 

There is only one true remedy. The remedy is—Re¬ 
vival. The two phases upon which our national revival 
must rest are: the return of Israel to the Land of Israel 
and the restoration of the soil itself. All living nations 
must have a “farmer class” to supply the needs of the 
people from the mother earth. The possessor of the land 
possesses the country. Agriculture must be the founda¬ 
tion of life. This the first settlers understood, turned to 
the soil and founded colonies. Only in the open air 
and under the blue sky can we resuscitate our people. 
Only by tilling the ground can the Jew find a healthy 
body and make himself whole again. The past tw'o years 
of war and destruction proved how sound and strong 
and permanent is the work of the farmer. The colon¬ 
ists overcame and faced the storm notwithstanding war 
and the locust plague. The tilling of the-soil is the one 
solution of our national ills. 

At first we thought all we needed was to buy land and 
implements. But as we progressed, we found we needed 
more than that. Agriculture, as in the case of any other 
occupation, even more so, requires study and prepara¬ 
tion. In agriculture there is no distribution of labor. 
The farmer must be strong and hardy and he must know 
everything; to till, to sow, to harvest, to thrash, to raise 
truck, to tend his fruit orchard, to raise cattle, poultry, 
bees and the silk worm. He must be able to repair his 
own implements, to use the tools of the carpenter, etc. 
Unlike the urban worker, the farmer must adapt himself 
to nature, the changes of climate, to the wind and rain, 
he is at work day and night caring for his cattle and 
other animals. When the life of a nation is normal and 
the farmer class already exists, the new generation in¬ 
herits from the old all the knowledge required—nat¬ 
urally and gradually. 

The first farmers of Paestine substituted for the lack 
of training and knowledge, their great enthusiasm. They 
approached their new life with tremendous enthusiasm 
and determination. After a bitter struggle with their 
own inner selves and with nature, they became success¬ 
ful colonists, but after paying the cost with terrible sac¬ 
rifices which could have been avoided had they been 
possessed of sufficient training and preparation. En¬ 
thusiasm alone cannot be relied upon. The Maccabaeans 
conquered with determination and enthusiasm, but Bar 
Kochba and Bar Giora found it unavailing. Enthusiasm 
is only an initial force, but permanent success must rest 
upon training and upon spiritual and physical adaptability. 

The Agricultural School, Kiryath Sefer, represents an 
attempt to meet this problem to develop the new and 
genuine Jewish Palestinian farmer. This school admits 
boys of the age of 13 or 14 who know how to read and 
write and have acquired the elementary knowledge of 
science given in the public schools of Palestine; also 
knowledge of the Bible, Jewish History, arithmetic, etc. 
The pupils of this school receive their theoretical knowl¬ 
edge at night and sometimes for one or two hours by 
day. Practically all of the day is occupied in field work, 
on the farm, in the vineyard, orchard, truck garden, in 
the care of the cattle, poultry, bees, etc. Tire boys are 
expected to approach their task with love and devotion. 
The school in its internal life resembles one big family, 
the teachers and educators being the big brothers to the 
younger pupils. The school is imbued with the true 
Hebrew spirit. The Hebrew language is the language 
of instruction, and the spirit and love of Nation, Land 
and Language,—in other words true Judaism is incul¬ 
cated. The school endeavors to create a Jewish farmer 
and a farmer Jew. 
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SHEWS FROM P^MaESTIM! 


THE BUDGET OF THE PALESTINE SCHOOLS FOR 5677. 

In a report dated July 20th, 1916, Dr. Francs 

Thon, head of the Zionist Bureau of Pal- “Our” Schools .196,062^17 


cstine, submits a complete budget cover- Subventioned School . 45,985 00 

ing the schools that are to be supported Hebrew Gymnasium, Jaffa... 87,00000 

by the Zionist organization during the Bczalel School . 2249800 

coming year. According to this report, City School for Girls, Jaffa. 46068 33 

501,610.67 francs will be required for the Teachers School . 1883500 

year 5677, as against 230,189.74 francs for Damascus Schools . 6,000.00 

the year 5676^ an increase of 271,420.93 Preparatory Work and School 
francs. Dr. Thon submits that the fall Books . io f ooo.oo 


Dr. Thon submits that the fall 


In Turkish currency and the increase in Inspection of our Schools.!..! s!ooo!oo 
the price of foodstuffs demand an in- Increase of 157® for Teachers' 


crease in the subventions in order that 
the IVaad Hachinuch, the Board of Edu- 


Salaries . 53.162.17 

Bureau disbursements . 6,000.00 


cation of Palestine, may pay the teachers Unforeseen expenses . 5,000.00 

such increases as will give them living _ 


"Our” Schools 


wages. Total.501,610.67 

The schools included in the budget are: 271,420.93 

“Our” Schools The schools classified as “Our” Schools 

rusalAm are those founded after the language 

. struggle in the Haifa Technikum and 

teachers Seminary, and the School of which were maintained by the Actions 
Commerce. Comite before the war. The subven- 

School for Boys. tioned schools are those founded before 

School for Chris. the language struggle and maintained by 


Jerusalem— 


Commerce. 
School for Boys. 
School for Girls. 


School for Course in Kindergarten- special organizations, which since the out¬ 


ing. 

Kindergarten A. 

Jaffa— 

School for Boys. 

Corresponding Classes of the Girls' 
School. 

Tel-Awiw Kindergarten. 

Haifa- 

Preparatory Technical School. 
Kindergarten. 

Safed— 

School for Girls. 

Kindergarten. 

Tiberias— 

Kindergarten. 

Damascus— 

School for Boys. 

The Subventioned Schools 
Jerusalem— 

Kindergarten B. 

Gymnasium. 

Cheder Torah. 

Sefardic Talmud Torah. 

Sewing School. 

Lace School. 

Hebron— 

Kindergarten. 

Jaffa— 

Hebrew Gymnasium. 

Hebrew Seminary (Tachkemoni). 
School for Music. 

Sefardic Talmud Torah. 

Safed— 

Lace School. 

Colony Schools— 

Pctach Tikwah Agricultural School. 
Rechoboth Colony School. 

Gcdera Colony School. 

Merchawiah Colony School. 


break of the war have been unable to 
meet the demands made upon them. 

In explanation of the item Hebrew 
Gymnasium, Jaffa, and the amount 87,- 
000 francs, Dr. Thon claims that the 
Gymnasium is the basis of the entire 
educational system of Palestine. He 
points out that whereas three-fourths of 
the budget was covered, before the war, 
from the school fees, now from too to 
150 children must be fed and clothed, 
ten teachers have had to purchase their 
freedom from military service, and spe¬ 
cial expenses were incurred for 70 pupils 
who w'ere called to military service. 

In the budget, ten thousand francs is 
asked for to meet the shortage in books 
and educational material. Both teachers 
and pupils lose much time in preparation 
and memorizing because of the lack of 
books. The demand is particularly for 
textbooks on physics, chemistry, mathe¬ 
matics and geology. The budget also 
contains an item for inspectors, who arc 
to unify the schools system. 

There are now 992 pupils in the six 
Jerusalem colonies, 65 in the kindergar¬ 
ten in Hebron, 237 in the boys school 
and kindergarten in Jaffa, 222 in the two 
schools of Haifa, 180 in the two schools 
of Safed, 89 in the kindergarten at Ti¬ 
berias, and 402 in the Jaffa Gymnasium. 


Mineral Baths in Palestine. 

Dr. A. Friedman wrote in a recent 
number of ‘‘Naturwissenschaftlichcn 
Wochenschrift” that the mineral baths 
situated in the beautiful Jordon district 
have on account of their healing power 
helped to make them the most famous 
health resort in the Old World. 


Jewish Literature in Palestine. 

It is gratifying news that in the midst 
of war Palestinian Jewry has not lost its 
interest in literature. A number of books 
of literary value have just been published 
in Jaffa by the Publication Society "Hoa- 
woda.” The second volume of “B’schaa- 
zu" (At this Time) is dedicated to Bia¬ 
lik and contains articles by A. M. Boro- 
chow, J. Ch. Brenner, Jacob Rabinowitz, 
Jacob Steinberg A. M. Lipschitz, Ch. L. 
Suta, Israel Etan and K. L. Sillman, all 
masters of Hebrew poetry. 

“Lamoed,” a collection of essays has 
been published under the Editorship of 
the well known Palestinian writer, J. 
Feldman (Rabbi Benjamin) with con¬ 
tributions by O. Barrasch, Koplowitz, 
Dr. Waldstein (On Shakespeare). J. D. 
Freier (On Henrik Sienkiewicz) and S. 
Benzion (On Bialik). “Ohel Moed” is a 
supplement to the book, dealing with 
political questions in Palestine and in 
the Diaspora. 

“Haadam” is the title of a pamphlet, 
published by Dr. Metman-Cohen, Direc¬ 
tor of the Hebrew grammar school in 
Jaffa and intended for the instruction in 
psychology in the lower classes of that 
school. 

The famous work by Professor Wil¬ 
helm Bacher, "The Histoiy of Palestin¬ 
ian Amoraim” has been translated by A. 
S. Rabinowitz. the well-known Palestin¬ 
ian author and pedagogue. 

A periodical under the title “Daphin,” 
on “Criticism and Art” will soon make 
its appearance in Jerusalem. The He¬ 
brew Daily, "Hacherutli.” in Jerusalem, 
announces the appearance of its calen¬ 
dar for the year 5677. 


Honor for Palestine Colonists. 

Messrs. Etan Belkind and Jacob Bach¬ 
er, of the Rishon Lc Zion Colony, have 
had the Turkish Distinguished Service 
Medal, first class, conferred on them for 
their great help in stamping out the 
plague of locusts. Both have also re¬ 
ceived appointments as agricultural ex¬ 
perts, the first at Chama, the other at 
Charar. 


Palestinians Exempt from Fasting on 
Yom Kippur. 

On acocunt of the prevalence of typhus 
in Palestine, the Rabbis issued a call to 
all Jews, forbidding them to fast on the 
Day of Atonement. The weakened state 
of most of the people there, they as¬ 
serted, would make fasting dangerous for 
many of them. According to the Jewish 
Law, the Rabbis declared, fasting at a 
time when life may be endangered, is 
forbidden. 
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^lOXIST NEWS FROM A.3SIROA.BD 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 

The Federation of English Zionists. 

The Federation of English Zionists has 
recently been subject to severe criticism 
on the part of the general Jewish press 
in America for its alleged official stand, 
favoring the enlistment of foreign born 
citizens. Nothing, however, was heard 
from the Federation, which gave rise to 
many false rumors, involving a member 
of the Actions Comite. One Yiddish 
newspaper in New York, hostile to Zion¬ 
ism, in a correspondence, purporting to 
come from England, accused Nahum 
Sokolow as being an agent for the Rus¬ 
sian government. 

Mr. S. B. Rubenstein, treasurer of the 
Federation of English Zionists, who is 
now on a visit in America, in answer to 
a question as to what he has to say about 
the attacks made upon the Federation of 
English Zionists and Nahum Sokolow, 
said as follows: 

“I noticed in one of the newspapers 
the scare-head story, purported to he a 
despatch from I.ondon, reporting the ac¬ 
tivities of Ziomsts in England in con¬ 
nection with the proposal that Russian 
Jews, resident in England, serve in the 
British army. This story, as published, is 
entirely untrue. 

“It is untrue that Mr. Nahum Soko¬ 
low, a member of the Inner Actions 
Committee, resident in London, has in 
any way participated in this agitation. 
Mr. Sokolow is not a British subject, and 
could in no way be a party to an agita¬ 
tion affecting English domestic politics. 
In the second place, there is so such per¬ 
son known to me as ‘H. Bonison.’—bank¬ 
er or Zionist. Dr. Ch. Weizmann is a 
British subject, and would, of course, be 
free to express any opinion he might 
have on the merits of this question, al¬ 
though, as far as I know—and I left Eng¬ 
land only a very short time ago—he had 
neither by word or deed participated in 
the agitation for recruiting. 

“It is equally untrue that the British 
Government has threatened to deport 
those Russian Jews, non-subjects of Eng¬ 
land, who will not serve in the British 
army. This denial has been formally 
made on several occasions by Mr. Her¬ 
bert Samuel, the Home Secretary, in 
Parliament. 

“The British Government has invited 
Russian Jewish aliens to serve in the 
British army. The English Zionist Federa¬ 
tion, which, being composed of British 
subjects, naturally has a right and ex¬ 


ercises it, as have other groups—Jewish 
and non-Jewish, radical and conservative 
—to support the English people, issued 
a circular, advising Russian Jews in Eng¬ 
land to volunteer their services, in order 
to avoid the introduction of compulsory 
service for this particular class of aliens, 
who, owing to their unique position, have 
hitherto been free, both from voluntary 
and compulsory recruiting. 

“To the understanding of the situation 
it should be borne in mind that all other 
aliens resident in England, not subjects 
of hostile countries, have been drafted 
into the armies of their respective na¬ 
tions.” 


GERMANY. 

The Koelnische Volkszeitung on Zionism 

The Koelnische Volkszeitung of July 
16th, devoted an editorial to Germany, 
Turke- and the question of the Jews in 
the East. After praising the Zionist de¬ 
velopment in Palestine and discussing the 
possible relations of the Jews to German- 
Oriental policy, the editorial continues: 

“Turkey is not a homogeneous national 
state. Its empire includes many peoples 
and many races. A considerable portion 
of its population would at the present 
time withstand all state organization, an¬ 
other element, particularly the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Levant, are subject to all 
manner of strange influence. The Jew 
comes to Palestine as a Jew only. He 
docs not work for foreign interests but 
works for himself. He wishes to regain 
Palestine as a homeland. He sees that 
he can onlv accomplish this under Turk¬ 
ish protection. He brings from Europe 
a greater comprehension of the opera¬ 
tions and mechanism of the state than 
does, for instance, the primitive Arab 
population. If Turkey permits the Jews 
to colonize freely, the Jew will take deep 
root in Palestine and in Turkey. Jews 
have, in the course of history, never been 
spoiled by favors from any state. If 
Turkey could persuade itself to treat 
them well and even enable them to 
achieve their ideals then thankfulness and 
loyalty would be the reward. It is in 
Palestine, particularly, that the Jews 
would lose their easily excited interest in 
internationalism. It is this international¬ 
ism and homelessness which has played 
an immense part in Jewish history and 
its reaction produces a desire to create 
Jewish colonies. The colonization of 
Palestine has resulted from the Jewish 
National and Hebrew Movement. This 


movement must be respected. Palestine 
will become a blossoming province and 
play a notable rule in the strengthening 
of the Turkish Empire if the Jews are en¬ 
abled to create of it a homeland.” 

The First Doctors Degree to a Jaffa 
Gymnasium Student. 

Mr. Nahum Beerman, one of the early 
graduates of the Jaffa Gymnasium, is the 
first to receive a Doctors Degree from 
the Heidelberger University. Mr. Beer- 
man’s dissentation appeared under the 
title of “War Methods of the Ancient 
Jews.” Mr. Beerman intends to settle 
in Palestine after the war to teach. 


GREECE. 

Zionists Active in Salonika. 

In spite of the unsettled conditions in 
the city on account of the imminence of 
war, the Jews in Salonika are working 
unceasingly to spread the national idea 
among the masses. The two Zionist so¬ 
cieties, the Bnei Zion and the Max Nor- 
dau, have united under the name of Me- 
vassereth Zion, in order to enter into a 
wider field of activity. 


RUSSIA. 

Founder of the Jerusalem Library Still 
Active. 

Sometime ago the American Jewish 
press announced the death of the dis¬ 
tinguished founder of the famous Jeru¬ 
salem Library, Dr. Joseph Chazanowich, 
of Bialostock. Dr. Chazanowich himself, 
however, ignored the report and the long 
obituaries published in the American 
Jewish papers. It is true, he was no 
longer in Bialistock, for, before the en¬ 
try of the Germans, he collected all valu¬ 
able Tewish books in the city and went 
to Ekatcrinoslav. The latest reports 
from there show that, though weak and 
advanced in years, Dr. Chazanowich is 
still very active in helping the refugees 
and the poor and, above all, he continues, 
with wonderful persistence, to collect 
books for the Jerusalem Library. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Johannesburg Relief Fund for 
Jewish War Victims of British and Al¬ 
lied Nations and Palestinian Jews re¬ 
mitted to the Provisional Committee, 
during the last two months, the sum of 
$2,133.00 for the distribution among the 
Jewish War Victims in Palestine. 
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Minutes of the Executive Committee of 
the Federation. 

A meeting of the executive committee 
of the Federation was held on Thursday 
evening, September the 14th. Mr. Louis 
Lipsky presiding and the following pres¬ 
ent: Messrs. Abel. Cowcn. Melamed. 
Pool, Goldberg, Raisin, Rothenbcrg, 
Richards, Robison, Sprayregen and Mr. 
T. Brodie of Baltimore by invitation. Ex¬ 
cuses for absence were received from 
Messrs. Rosenblatt, Perlstein, Stcinhardt 
and Misses Seligsberg and Berger. 

Maccabaean—The chair read a letter of 
resignation from Mr. Hyman R. Segal as 
editor of the Maccabaean. The resig- 
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nation was accepted with regret, and a 
vote of thanks was extended to Mr. Se¬ 
gal for the services rendered by him. 
Mr. Lipsky was asked to act temporarily 
as editor until a new editor is chosen. 
A committee of three was appointed to 
recommend a new editor, and such other 
plans as thev may find necessary after 
investigation. The chair appointed 
Messrs. Abel. Richards and Melamed. 

Young Judaean—Mr. Richards called 
attention to a number of errors of fact 
that had occurred in the current issue of 
the "Young Judaean.” Mr. Cowen re¬ 
ported that Young Judaea was taking 
steps for a more careful editing of the 


organ, through the formation of an edi¬ 
torial board of three. Mr. Cowen was 
appointed a committee of one to take 
up the matter with Young Judaea. 

Dos Yiddishe Folk—Mr. Abel asked 
for information in regard to the com¬ 
mittee of three appointed to meet with 
the directors of “Dos Yiddishe Folk,’ to 
confer in regard to. the demands made 
by them in connection with the admin¬ 
istration of the paper, its publication 
semi-weekly, etc. The chair reported on 
the withdrawal of the original demand 
made bv the Board and on the excel¬ 
lence of its work. Mr. Abel moved that 
in view of the explanation, the commit- 
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tee be discharged, which was done. The 
chair reported further that under the 
new arrangement, the editor of “Dos 
Yiddishe Folk” was to meet with the of¬ 
fice committee every Sunday morning 
for the purpose of formulating its offi¬ 
cial policy. , 

Pennsylvania State Convention—The 
chair reported that Mr. H. G. Agronsky 
of Philadelphia has visited a number of 
towns in Pennsylvania for propaganda 
purposes, particularly with a view to the 
formation of a State organization in 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Agronsky reports a 
consensus of opinion in favor of holding 
a State convention of the Zionist socie¬ 
ties and that he has secured the co-op¬ 
eration of a committee in Harrisbury 
for that purpose. The sentiment in 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and elsewhere 
is favorable to the holding of a conven¬ 
tion. The chief questions to be consid¬ 
ered are whether the call should be is¬ 
sued by the Federation; and whether the 
Mizrachi and Poale Zion to be asked to 
participate, and what the system of rep¬ 
resentation should be. 

After general discussion, it was de¬ 
cided that an endeavor be made to or¬ 
ganize the State organization in Penn¬ 
sylvania, provided it meets with the ap¬ 
proval of the Zionists of the State; that 
only societies affiliated with the Federa¬ 
tion or the branches thereof be invited 
to participate in the first convention; 
and that all details in connection with 
the calling of such a convention be re¬ 
ferred to the Chair. 

Virginia State Organization—The 
chair read a number of communications 
iT tlle Vir e inia State organization, in¬ 
cluding a complaint against Dr. Lazarus 
Karp for undisciplined action and inter- 
ference with the work of the organiza- 
tion. It was reported that the Herzi 
Zion Club of Richmond and the Young 
Judaean Club of the same city had with- 
drawn from the State organization 
through the influence of Dr. Karp. 

Attention was called to section 6 of 
articles 3 of the constitution under the 
terms of which such organizations could 
be directed to affiliate themselves with 
the State organization. On motion of 
Mr. Abel, it was decided that a letter be 
forwarded to Dr. Karp, demanding that 
the above organization reaffiliate with 
the State organization; also that he de¬ 
sist from issuing circulars attacking the 
officers thereof and further requiring 
that all complaints be forwarded to the 
Federation for consideration by the 
Executive Committee. 

Dr. Bettleheim—A letter was read 
from Dr. Bettleheim, asking that a fund 
be set aside for the purpose of special 
propaganda among German speaking 
Jews in New York. On motion of Mr. 
Rothenberg, the letter was referred to 
the Zionist Council of Greater New York. 

Shekel Committee—Messrs. Sprayre- 
gen and Rothenberg reported that plans 
for the organization of a shekel cam¬ 
paign were under consideration, and that 
they would be ready to report in full at 
the next meeting. 

Zionist Council—Mr. Rothenberg re¬ 
ported on behalf of the Zionist Council 
asking that the monthly installment un¬ 
der the annual appropriation of $2,500 
be paid on the basis of $208.33 monthly. 
On motion of Mr. Cowen, it was de¬ 
cided that the installment for the month 
of August be directed paid at onee, and 
that hereafter all monthly installments 
be paid without further action of the 
Executive Committee; the Zionist Coun- 
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cil, however, to be required to file a 
monthly report of its expenditures. 

The Congress—The chair read letters 
from Air. Abel and Rabbi Berlin recom¬ 
mending the consideration of the Con¬ 
gress matter with a view to co-operation 
of the central organizations in the form¬ 
ulation of a refinite policy. Mr. Abel 
moved that all affiliated Zionists and 
members of the Executive Committee 
for the Jewish Congress be directed to 
consult with the Executive Committee of 
the Federation before taking action. 
The motion was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Cov.cn moved that a committee 
of three be appointed to confer with the 
Mizrachi and Poale Zion who shall be 
asked to appoint like committees with 
a view to united action. The motion 
was unanimously carried. 

The chair recommended that action by 
the Executive Committee should serve 
as a guide to the members of the Zion¬ 
ist organization in the policy to be pur¬ 
sued in the future. After considerable 
discussion in which all present partici¬ 
pated, it was decided to call a special 
meeting for the purpose of further con¬ 
sideration of Congress questions.* 

On motion, the meeting was ad¬ 
journed. 

Activities of the Intercollegiate Zionist 
Association. 

The following is a report of the activi¬ 
ties of the Intercollegiate Zionist Asso¬ 
ciation, reviewing its work since its con¬ 
ference at the Philadelphia Zionist Con¬ 
vention. 

In considering the work of our con¬ 
stituent societies an important resolution 
was introduced at our Philadelphia con¬ 
ference. It was pointed out that at the 
University of Wisconsin and at Balti¬ 
more there exists a small group within 
the general society which engages in in¬ 
tensive work. These groups are under 
the leadership of older men, Dr. Kallen 
at Wisconsin, and Dr. Harry Fricden- 
wald at Baltimore. The members have 
done research work on such subjects as. 
“The Early Zionist Leaders,” “Economic 
Possibilities of Palestine,” etc.; they 
have established Speakers’ Bureaus and 
through them have organized societies 
in small cities of the state, in high 
schools, and they are taking active part 
in the leadership of Young Judaea clubs. 

It was resolved to recommend this 
form of organization to our constituent 
societies. 

The officers of the Intcrcollegiates 
have met three times since the Confer¬ 
ence and report the result of their meet¬ 
ings as follows: 

1. Affiliation—A referendum has been 
taken regarding affiliation and it has 
been decided to affiliate with the Fed¬ 
eration of American Zionists. This 
means that every member will be re- 
cniired to pay $1.00 to the Intercollegiate 
Zionist Association, which is the regular 
per capita and shekel tax of the Federa¬ 
tion. The Association recognizes, how¬ 
ever. that this is placing a rather heavy 
burden upon some of our societies and 
is prepared to grant a subsidy of up to 
fifty cents per member to constituent 
societies that need it for local adminis¬ 
tration. 

2. Bulletin—The Bulletin of the As¬ 
sociation will be issued monthly to every 
member. 

* 0 n account of lack of space the minutes 
of the special meeting could not be pub¬ 
lished in this issue. 


3. Reports—A monthly report will be 
required from each society. 

4. Papers—The Association desires, for 
filing purposes, a copy of every paper 
written by one of our members for one 
of our societies. 

5. Bureau of Information and Litera¬ 
ture—The Association announces the es¬ 
tablishment of a Bureau of Information 
and Literature. The purpose of this Bu¬ 
reau is to answer all questions directed 
to it by college men and others on Zion¬ 
ist subjects, and to lend any available 
literature on Zionism to applicants ful¬ 
filling one of the following conditions: 

(a) Membership in a Collegiate Zion¬ 
ist Society. 

(b) Individual membership in our As¬ 
sociation ($2 per year). 

(c) Deposit of $5.00 until literature is 
returned to the Bureau. 


Report of the Emergency Fund Com¬ 
mittee. 

The Emergency Fund Committee re¬ 
ports as follows: The Poale Zion re¬ 
mitted to us on September 2ist, on ac¬ 
count of moneys collected by its 
branches on Emergency Fund Day all 
over the country, the sum of $399.06. 
We have also received $107.17 from the 
Poale Zion offices direct on account of 
Emergency Fund Day. 

The city of Hartford recently held 
an Emergency Fund Day from which 
the sum of $129.16 was realized. 

The Hatechyia of Baltimore held a col¬ 
lection on September 24th, netting the 
sum of $30. 

The Tikvath Zion Society of Johns¬ 
town, Pa., held a picnic recently, the pro¬ 
ceeds of which ($50) were turned over 
to the Zionist Emergency Fund. 

The city of Syracuse held an Emer¬ 
gency F'und Day resulting in a collec¬ 
tion of $25. 

Transfer Department. 

New lists have arrived from Warsaw, 
giving the names of those in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories, seeking their relatives 
and friends in America. The Transfer 
Department is communicating with the 
names given, informing at the same time 
that we will undertake to transmit 
moneys to Europe for them free of 
charge. 

Upon the entry of Roumama into the 
war, the Provisional Committee made 
arrangements for the organization of a 
committee in Roumania to have in charge 
the distribution of moneys sent by Amer¬ 
ican Jews to their relatives in that coun¬ 
try. This Roumanian Committee is un¬ 
der the supervision of the prominent 
Zionist and communal worker, M. H- 
Schein of Galatz. 

New Shekel Books Ready. 

The Shekel Books for the New Year 
5677 (1916-17) are ready for distribution. 
According to the rule, every Zionist 
must pay his or her Shekel every year, 
receiving a new receipt with every pay¬ 
ment. The Shekel is not a contribution 
to Zionist funds; it is a per capita tax 
imposed upon every organized Zionist 
and every Jew who subscribes to the 
Basle program. 

Before the Federation can send Shekel 
Books to individual Zionists or societies, 
an accounting must be made for the 
Shekel Books received last year, and not 
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turned in. There are a number of socie¬ 
ties and a number of individuals who 
have not accounted for their books. 
They will have to do so at once, if they 
want the Shekel Books for 5677. 

Jewish National Fund. 

The donations towards the Jewish Na¬ 
tional Fund during the month of Aug¬ 
ust were frs. 103.g30.86. The lands 
names below contributed: 

North America frs. 32001.23. Austria 
(including the occupied districts) frs. 29,- 
222.22, Germany (including occupied dis¬ 
tricts) frs. T1 170.37, Argentine frs. 0313.58, 
Hungary frs. 3562.96. Holland frs. 3225.93, 
England frs. 2980.25, Bulgaria frs. 2891.36, 
Roumania frs. 2414.81. South Africa frs. 
TOT9.75. Singapore frs. 1007.41, south 
Slavonic lands frs. 935.80, Portugal frs. 
925.93, China frs. 891.36, New Zealand 
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frs. 517.28, Egypt frs. 471.6r. Belgium 
frs. 451.85, Russia frs. 400, and Italy frs. 
327-16. 

Tn the sum attributed to Holland is 
included the first instalment of receipts 
from the “Campaign” of the Netherlands 
Zionist League. From the 20th to the 
25th August, groups of Zionists, especi¬ 
ally students and young business men, 
traveled through the various provinces 
of the Netherlands and held Zionist meet¬ 
ings in almost all towns with a Jewish 
population. The campaigners visited 
first of all the houses of Jew's and then 
invited them to attend the meeting. 20,- 
000 copies of the Campaign Number of 
the “Joodschcn Wachter,” published for 
this event, were distributed in all Jewish 
circles. The results, material and other¬ 
wise of the campaign, are right satisfy¬ 
ing. Some new members were won and 
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the contributions collected amounted to 
almost frs. 6000, the greater part of 
which is intended for the Co-operative 
Fund. 

Mary Antin’s Engagements. 

The Federation office announces that 
Miss Mary Antin will not be able to fill 
any Zionist engagements until after the 
political campaign. A number of cities 
acting upon an itinerary that was issued 
by Mary Antin’s agent made arrange¬ 
ments with the Federation to have her 
deliver lectures under Zionist auspices. 
This entire itinerary has been broken up 
by Mary Antin’s determination to be of 
service in the political campaign. The 
Federation office therefore lias decided 
to abandon the idea of utilizing Mary An¬ 
tin’s services for Zionist purposes at 
this time. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Zionist Bureau in San Francisco. 

San Francisco—A Zionist Bureau has 
been opened in this city by the Provi¬ 
sional Committee. Marvin W. Lowen- 
thal is in charge of the Bureau as Direc¬ 
tor, with the co-operation of a commit¬ 
tee, of which Dr. Martin A. Meyer, Otto 
Irving Wise and others are members. 
All Zionist societies west of the Rockies 
are asked to communicate with Mr. 
Lowenthal, rare of Dr. Martin A. Meyer, 
2109 Baker Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Activities of the New London Zionist 
Organizations. 

New London—Miss Bessie Blaskin re¬ 
ports that a general meeting of all Zion¬ 
ist societies of New London was recent¬ 
ly held at which it was decided that all 
members of the Zionist societies pledge 
a minimum monthly sum to the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. The Chapter of Hadassah 
has already begun the work and several 
dollars have already been collected. An 
entertainment will be given on Novem¬ 
ber first, the proceeds of which will go 
to the Emergency Fund. 


MAINE. 

Meeting for the Emergency Fund. 

Old Orchard—At a recent meeting 
held in this city, addressed by Dr. Max 
Heller of New Orleans, Dr. Elias Cap- 
lan of Portland, Maine, and Julius Meyer 
of Boston, the sum of $733.00 was raised 
for the Emergency Fund. The money 
was forwarded to the New England Zion¬ 
ist Bureau. 


MISSOURI. 

St. Louis Zionist Bureau. 

St. Louis—With the co-operation of 
fourteen Zionist societies of this city, a 
Zionist Bureau has been established at 
322 Victoria Building. Locust and 9th 
Streets. The Zionist Bureau will be the 
executive clearing house for all Zionist 
activities in St. Louis. 

Dr. Schmarya Levin in St. Louis. 

On November 5th, Dr. Schmarya Levin 
will lecture in this city on the following 
subject: “Judaism as a Philosophy of 
Life,” at the Odeon, Grand and Finney 
Avenues. All societies are requested not 
to arrange any affairs or have any meet¬ 
ings on that date. 
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The Dorshei Zion Reorganizes. 

Thanks to a few Zionists of this city, 
a revival meeting of the Dorshei Zion 
took place September 25th. Every mem¬ 
ber realized the necessity of such an or¬ 
ganization and pledged his full support 
and co-operation to make it one of the 
strongest organizations. 

Open Membership Campaign. 

The Daughters of Zion and the Zion¬ 
ist Literary Circle of this city arc mak¬ 
ing elaborate arrangements for their Fall 
Zionist activities; both are contemplat¬ 
ing opening a membership campaign. 


Dance for the Benefit of the Emergency 
Fund. 

The Zionist societies have undertaken 
the work on the Associated Zionist In¬ 
formal Dance to he given Thanksgiving 
Eve, November 29th, at Trimp’s Acad¬ 
emy. The affair has been arranged on 
a large scale. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Emergency Fund Campaign. 

Jersey City—An active campaign is be¬ 
ing undertaken in this city in behalf of 
the Emergency Fund. Letters have 
been sent to the Jewish residents of the 
city and it is hoped that, in view of the 
increasing needs of Palestine, good re¬ 
sults will be forthcoming. On October 
22nd a meeting will be held in behalf of 
the Emergency Fund at the Tcphereth 
Israel Synagogue. The speakers will be 
Rev. Dr. Hirsch Masliansky, and Mr. 
Charles A. Cowcn. 

Emergency Fund Day in Newark. 

Newark—An Emergency Fund Day 
was held here on September 24th from 
which the sum of $112.89 was netted. 
Owing to the inability to cover all the 
streets on the same day, another collec¬ 
tion was held on October 1st, the result 
of which has not vet been reported. 


Newark Young Men’s Zionist Association 

A new Zionist society was organized 
in tliis city, under the name of the New¬ 
ark Young Men’s Zionist Association. 
The first regular meeting of the asso¬ 


ciation was held on October 8th, at 
which the following were elected offi¬ 
cers: President, Menasi Mendelsohn; 

Vice-President, Louis Levin; Treasurer, 
Morris Iserman; Secretary, Benjamin 
Siegle and the following on the executive 
committee: Julius Fink, Irving Gchl and 
Otto Ostrowc The association meets 
every second and fourth Sunday of the 
month, at the Talmud Torah, 64 Lorimcr 
Street. Young men from twenty to 
twenty-six years of age are eligible to 
membership. 


NEW YORK. 

Zionist Society to be Organized in 
Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam'—On September 20th, Mr. 
Solomon Frankel addressed a meeting in 
this city. As a result, a committee was 
organized to work out plans for the or¬ 
ganization of a Zionist society. 

Activities in Brooklyn. 

Brooklyn—With the beginning of this 
month the various Zionist societies, 
Young Judaea clubs and Zionist training 
schools in the West End Zion Centre 
have renewed their activities. The class 
in Zionism, which is under the leader¬ 
ship of Mr. R. D. Kcsselman, has in spite 
of the many difficulties owing to the 
Paralysis Epidemic, continued its course 
during the summer months. The class 
has now a regular attendance of about 
fifty. F'or the purpose of maintaining the 
West End Zion Centre, services were 
held on the high holidays which resulted 
in an income of $175. Preparations arc 
now being made for the opening of a 
Hebrew School under the leadership of 
a graduate of the Jaffa Gymnasium. The 
Bay Side Zion Council has inaugurated 
a campaign to raise four hundred dollars 
for the Emergency Fund, a considerable 
amount of which has already been raised 
during the summer months through the 
efforts of Miss T. Steinberg. Mr. Bel- 
kind, of Palestine, addressed several 
Young Judaea clubs and succeeded in or¬ 
ganizing a group for the purpose of aid¬ 
ing his agricultural school in Palestine, 
Kiryath Scfcr. 

The following arc the organizations 
located at the West End Zion Centre: 
The Young Judaea, Ladies' Welfare 
League; Roses of Sharon; Zionah; Boys 
of Judah; School in Zionism and the Bay 
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Side Zionist Council. The latter is the 
parent body of the above organizations, 
with which they are affiliated. The lead¬ 
ers of the Young Judaea clubs are Miss 
Jaffa, Miss Belle Segerinan, Miss Re¬ 
becca RaDinowitz and Miss Sophie Luft. 
Much credit for the success of these or¬ 
ganizations is undoubtedly due to Mrs. 
R. D. Kesselman, under whose supervi¬ 
sion all Zionist activities in the West 
End Zion Centre are being carried on. 
The West End Zion Centre, aside from 
being a centre for Zionist activities, is 
also the rallying point for Jewish activi¬ 
ties of a general character. 

The Tiphereth Zion Society to Affiliate. 

The Tiphereth Zion Society, a society 
recently organized, through the efforts 
of Mr. Carmel, will affiliate this month 
with the Federation of American Zion¬ 
ists. At the last meeting, held on Satur¬ 
day evening, October 7th, at the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Avenue Talmud Torah, the follow¬ 
ing were elected perminent officers of 
the society: President, Mr. Jacob Dunn; 
Vice-President, Mr. J. Roller; Treasurer, 
Mr. H. Godeff; Secretary, Mr. Isaac Car¬ 
mel and Chairman of National Fund 
Committee, Mr. H. Dorfman. , 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists Elect New 
Officers. 

New York—At the semi-annual meet¬ 
ing of the Austro-Hungarian Zionists, 
held on Sunday, October 8th, the follow¬ 
ing were elected officers for the ensuing 
six months: Mr. Samuel Ashkenazy, 
President; Mr. S. Goldstein, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent; Mr. A. Manschel, Financial Secre¬ 
tary; Mr. S. Mehler, Recording Secretary; 
Mr. I. Liptshcr, Treasurer; and the fol¬ 
lowing Executive Committee: Mr. I. 
Margoshes, Mr. P. Fcigeles, Mr. I. Schus¬ 
ter, Mr. Marcus Kramer, Mr. I. Furst, 
Mr. E. Spiegel. 

Mr. Samuel Ashkenazy, the newly 
elected president, has been a member of 
the Austro-Hungarian Zionists practi¬ 
cally since its inception. He has, how¬ 
ever, not been active, for he devoted 
most of his time to the building up of 
the Galician Verband. Mr. Ashkenazy 
will now devote his whole time to Zion¬ 
ist affairs, and the Austro-Hungarian 
Zionists should be congratulated for their 
choice. 

With the beginning of next month the 
Austro-Hungarian Zionists will reopen 
its course of lectures for the winter. 

Bnei Am Chai to Open Class in Hebrew. 

The Bnei-Am-Chai, a Hebrew speak¬ 
ing society, contemplates the opening of 
classes in Hebrew for adults. 

Annual Ball of the Council. 

At the last meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Zionist Council, it was 
decided that onc-half of the proceeds of 
the annual ball, which will be held on 
Sunday evening, November 19th, at the 
Central Opera House, should go for the 
benefit of the two national Hebrew 
schools in this city. It is expected that 
all organized Zionists will participate in 
this annual Zionist affair. 

Zionist Work for the Winter. 

The Zionist Council is stimulating an 
active Zionist campaign for the winter 
among its affiliated organizations. In 
Brownsville, the Zionist General Exccu- 
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tive will inaugurate the winter campaign 
with a mass-meeting on Saturday even¬ 
ing, October 21st, at the Stone Avenue 
Talmud Torah, at which Dr. Mossin- 
solin, Abram Goldberg, Charles Cowen 
and Isaac Carmel will speak. The Presi¬ 
dent and Secretary of the Council will 
visit, within the next few weeks, all Zion¬ 
ist societies and camps in the city with a 
view to helping organize Zionist work 
for the winter. 

Speakers’ Conference. 

On Monday evening, September 18th, 
a speakers' conference, convened by the 
Zionist Council, was held at Aoelian 
Hall. The conference was attended by 
a large number of prominent Zionists. 
A general discussion, as to the advisabil¬ 
ity of opening a Speakers’ Training 
School, took place and was participated 
by Dr. Levin, Dr. Motzkin, Jacob de 
Haas, M. Schcinkin, Charles A. Cowen, 
Rabbi Meyer Berlin and others. As a 
result of this meeting, a committee of 
seven was appointed to work out a def¬ 
inite plan for the organization of such a 
school. Mr. Rothcnberg, chairman of 
the council, presided. , 

Zionist Meetings in New York. 

During the last month, the Council re¬ 
ports, forty Zionist meetings were held 
in this city, which were addressed by 
speakers, supplied by the Council. A 
considerable number of these meetings 
were Wolffsohn Memorial meetings. 

David Wolffsohn Club Opens Club 
Rooms. 

The David Wolffsohn Club has opened 
club rooms at 239 East Rroadway. Hith- 
rcto there were no Zionist club rooms 
in that part of the city. It is expected 
that with a centre of their own the David 
Wolffsohn Club will be able to increase 
its activity. 

A Tribute to Mrs. Sophie Szold. 

The Board of Directors of the New 
York Chapter of Hadassah desire to ex¬ 
press their deep sense of loss at the 
death of their revered fellow member, 
Mrs. Sophie Szold. Their profound 
sympathy with her daughter, Miss Hen¬ 
rietta Szold, leader and organizer of Ha¬ 
dassah, but deepens their own sorrow. 
In giving expression to their grief, how¬ 
ever, they feel it an honor and privilege 
to pay their tribute to a life beautifully 
lived and destined to be held in loving 
remembrance. The worthy and valorous 
spouse of one who was a Rabbi and lead¬ 
er in American Israel, a man and a 
scholar of distinction, she shared his 
life’s trials and triumphs. Endowed with 
wisdom, graced by the spirit of Jewish 
faith and piety, radiating kindliness and 
cheer, she not only inspired and 
strengthened her children, but gathered 
about her a large circle of friends both 
young and old. 

As a Zionist who had made her pil¬ 
grimage to the land of our fathers, she 
proved a stimulus and an inspiration to 
all her co-workers in Hadassah. May the 
Lord of Consolation grant healing to her 
sorrowing family. 

It was decided that the foregoing reso¬ 
lution be embodied in the minutes, and 
that a copy thereof be sent to Miss Szold. 

It was also decided that a copy of the 
resolution be sent to The Maccabaean. 


Model School of the Hadassah School 
of Zionism. 

The New York Chapter of Hadassah 
is about to open the classes of the Model 
School of the Hadassah School of Zion¬ 
ism. The classes are to meet this year 
in the vestry rooms of the Shearith 
Israel Synagogue, 2 West 70th Street. 
There will be two evening classes, a class 
in Jewish History on Tuesday evenings 
at eight o’clock, teacher Mr. Leo Honor; 
and a class in Zionism on Thursday 
evenings at eight o’clock,, teacher 
Miss Lotta Levensohn. On Sunday 
mornings at 10:15 Dr. David de Sola 
I’ool will conduct a class in elementary 
Biblical Hebrew. These classes arc free, 
except for the price of text books, and 
are open to all Zionist men and women. 
There arc also to be paid classes in Con¬ 
versational Hebrew, taught by Mr. Ittz- 
mar Benavi. and a scries of lectures by 
him on Hebrew literature. Further in¬ 
formation can be secured from Miss 
Jessie E. Samptcr, Director of the Ha¬ 
dassah School of Zionism, 230 West 
170th Street, New York. 


Hashachar to Call Conference of Zion¬ 
ists in Bronx. 

The Zionist Club Hashachar decided 
to issue a call for a conference of all 
Zionist organizations in the Bronx for 
the purpose of planning Zionist work 
for the winter. 


Ladies’ Nordau Zionist Society 

Is the name of the women’s Zionist 
society, recently organized through the 
efforts of the Nordau Zionist Society. 
The first meeting of the society was held 
on September 14th. at F. S. 63, at which 
nominations for officers were made. At 
the second meeting, held September 2lst, 
the following were elected officers: 
President, Miss Pauline Weinstein; Vice- 
President, Mary Levy; Recording Sec¬ 
retary, Sarah Rothcnberg; Financial 
Secretary, Hannah Levin; Treasurer. 
Mrs. Esther Friedman and the following 
on the executive committee: Miss Sari 
Abrahams, Ray Berman, Mrs. Amelia 
Blitz, Mrs. Fannie Passman, Evelyn 
Smith and Mrs. Sadye Yukalis. 

It was decided that the society meet 
on the first and third Tuesday of each 
month, at the Uptown Talmud Torah, 132 
East ruth Street. At the last meeting, 
held October 3rd, it was decided to in 
vite several speakers to address their 
meetings, in order to acquaint the mem¬ 
bers with the objects of Zionism. The 
question of affiliation with the Federa¬ 
tion will be taken up shortlv. The so¬ 
ciety has already a membership of about 
twentv-fivc, and it is expected, in view of 
the enthusiasm prevalent among the 
members, that in the very near future 
the membership will be doubled. 


Concert for the Emergency Fund. 

The Nordau Zionist Society is plan¬ 
ning a concert of Jewish music to take 
place in the Washington Irving High 
School, 17th Street and Irving Place, for 
Saturday evening, December 23rd. The 
proceeds of the concert will go toward 
the Emergency Fund. 
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The “Staff of Zion” 

New York—Through the initiative of 
Miss Ethel Levin, the employees of the 
Zionist offices, 44 East 23rd Street, organ¬ 
ized in a Zionist society. 

The first meeting of the “Staff of 
Zion” was held on Thursday evening, 
September 21st, which was addressed by 
Mr. de Haas. Mr. Kesselman and Miss 
Levin, who presided. The following are 
the officers: Miss Ethel Levin, Presi¬ 
dent; Miss Florence Warner, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent; Miss Blanche Jacobson, Secretary; 
Miss Frieda Nagelberg, Financial Secre¬ 
tary; Miss Eigc Shapiro, Treasurer and 
the following executive committee: Mrs. 
Lcff, Miss Sadyc Cohen, Miss Mary 
Bossowitz, Miss Betty Kornman, Miss 
Anna Weingart, Miss Sylvia Bailin and 
Mr. M. Weisgal as advisory member. 

The installation of officers took place 
on Sunday, October 8th. The meeting 
was addressed by Mr. M. Scheinkin of 
Palestine, Mr. R. D. Kesselman, Mr. B. 
G. Richards, Mr. Abram Goldberg, Mr. 
Furst and Mr. Cowen, who acted as Mas¬ 
ter of Ceremony. Mr. Cowen, in in¬ 
stalling the officers, said, in part: 

You, I am sure, liave already been impressed 
with tlie greatness of your collective task, its 
many-sidedness and various aspects. There is 
poetry even in size mid the broad scope of 
your work adds, I am sure, to the interest you 
take in it. But there is something more 
beautiful and finer than mere size and varia¬ 
tion in our work. The poetry comes from 
doing something for our own people, engag¬ 
ing in a task of greater significance and 
beauty than anything that is being done in 
the world today. 

Tile best of it all is that you me able to 
make it your real work. Ton are not mere 
amateurs. It ts your profession. The differ¬ 
ence between the amateur and the professional 
is usually a difference between a mere dauber 
and an artist who truly creates, giving the 
best of himself, devoting all his time, his 
whole soul and his full spirit to the task he 
or she has In mind. 

No matter what work you do, it all Is a 
part in the work as a whole, and it is upon us 
that the Zionist movement truly leans as on a 
staff. It is we who moke It our business in 
life to soo that the necessary work is done, who 
cannot shirk it nor evade the responsibility. 

I rejoice pnrtleulurly in the formation of 
your society because we must recognize that 
the charm and significance that our work has 
for all of us cannot always dominate us. 
Human nature cannot be expected at alt times 
to he keyed up to Its highest and finest point. 
There are times w'hen we are weary, impatient, 
cross with each other. Your society will bring 
you the necessary inspiration and remind you 
of the high Ideals for which we are striving. 

Miss Levin, after being installed as 
president of the “Staff of Zion,” delivered 
an interesting address, in which she re¬ 
vealed the fact that she, as well as others 
in the office, had been impressed with the 
great urgency of there being knowledge 
of Zionism in order that Zionist work 
may be done. 

Letters of regret for inability to at¬ 
tend were read from Dr. Harry Frieden- 
wald, Miss Henrietta Szold, Judge 
Strahl,, Mr. Israel Bclkind of Palestine, 
Mr. Isaac Carmel and others. Mr. Lip- 
sky, who was to address the meeting was 
unexpectedly called away to Pittsburgh 
on Zionist business, which prevented 
him from being present. 

Yomim Nuroyim Committee. 

During the recent Holy Days, Rosh 
Hashona and Yom Kippur, a committee 
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was organized in this city known as the 
Yomim Nuroyim Committee, which car¬ 
ried on an intensive campaign for gen¬ 
eral relief and the Zionist Emergency 
Fund jointly. The Rev. Dr. Hirsch Mas- 
liansky spoke in several places, making 
a deep impression. Judge Aaron J. 
Levy on the Day of Atonement ad¬ 
dressed several synagogues. The Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Seff, Messrs. M. Scheinkin, 
Morris Rothcnbcrg, Joel Entin, Philip 
M. Raskin, Isaac Carmel, Israel I. Wolf, 
Maurice Samuel, Joseph L. Cohen, Dr. 
Bloom, Dr. Joel Kling, Assemblyman 
Furtig, Register Poliak of the Bronx and 
others went from synagogue to syna¬ 
gogue and delivered stirring addresses 
on the need of relieving the distress in 
the war zones and encouraging the 
carrying on of constructive work by the 
Zionist organization in Palestine. 

The members of the Yomim Nuroyim 
Committee arc the following: Simon 
Hirsdansky, chairman, Dr. Kling, Dr. 
Bloom, Dr. H. J. Epstein, Messrs. 
Charles A. Cowen, Isaac Carmel, Israel 
I. Wolf, Herman Ilcrzberg, Philip Wat- 
tenberg, A. Dolowilz, L. Wilson, Louis 
Fife, Rabbi Elias A. Solomon, Aaron 
Bartclstone and Mr. A. Greenberg. 

In Brownsville, through the Mcrkaz 
Hazionim, a like campaign was carried 
on. Addresses were delivered by 
Messrs. Abram Goldberg, T. Hassen, A. 
Hirsch and Maurice Zeldin. The re¬ 
sponses in pledges arc considerable but 
it is impossible at this time to estimate 
the amount raised. All those who have 
made pledges in the Rronx are earnestly 
urged to send in their checks or money 
orders, or call for the payment of the 
same at once at the office of the Peo¬ 
ple’s Relief Committee, 1258 Boston 
Roard, Bronx, N. Y. 

Mr. Frankel in Schenectady. 

Schenectady—On September 19th, Mr. 
Solomon Frankel addressed an enthusi¬ 
astic audience at the Oliav Sholom Syna¬ 
gogue. Mr. Frankel pleaded that the or¬ 
ganized Zionist become more active and 
urged those not affiliated with the Zion¬ 
ist Organization to do so. As a result, 
six new members enrolled. Mr. A. D. 
Dworsky, president of the synagogue, 
presided. 


OHIO. 

Herzl Literary Society. 
Cleveland—On Sunday, October 8th. a 
new Zionist club was organized, under 
the name of Herzl Literary Society. 
The society is under the direction of Mr. 
Morris Friedman. The following offi¬ 
cers were elected: President, Julius 
Makman; Vice-President. Saul Heller; 
Secretary, Meyer August; Treasurer, 
Alex Scgcl; Sergeant-at-Arms, Morris 
Gcrson. 


For the Emergency Fund in Toledo. 

Toledo—On Sunday evening. October 
8th, Dr. Mossinsohn and Rabbi Margolis 
addressed a large mass meeting here, at 
the Bnci Israel Synagogue. Over $300 
was raised for the Emergency Fund. 


Dr. Mossinsohn in Youngstown. 

Youngstown—A large mass meeting 
was addressed here on September 24th, 
by Dr. Bcnzion Mossinsohn. As a re¬ 
sult. $330.00 was raised for the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pennsylvania State Convention. 

Harrisburg—Elaborate arrangements 
arc being made here for the Pennsyl¬ 
vania State Convention, to be held in this 
city on November 12th. Mr. H. J. Ag- 
ronsky visited this city and succeeded in 
organizing a committee to do the local 
work for the arrangement of the conven¬ 
tion, the correspondence and other nec¬ 
essary work for the preparation of the 
convention being done in the office of 
the Federation of American Zionists. 

Philadelphia Zionists Arrange Novel 
Affair. 

Philadelphia—The Hatikvoh Zion So¬ 
ciety of this city is making elaborate 
preparations for a Symposium on Zion¬ 
ism, to he held at the Lu Lu Temple, on 
Thursday evening, November 23rd. 

Ten speakers, representing various 
phases of the Zionist movement, will ad¬ 
dress the meeting, among those who 
have already accepted the invitation to 
speak are, Dr. C. W. Outen, a Gentile, 
Professor llayim Fcinman of the Poalc 
Zion, Rabbi B. L. Lcvinthal of the Miz- 
rachi. Mr. M. Katz, editor of the “Jew¬ 
ish World,” Dr. J. Greenstone, and Dr. 
Benjamin L. Singer. 

Special efforts are being made to reach 
influential classes of Jews in the city to 
whom the deeper significance of Zionism 
is stiff unknown. 

The proceeds of the affair will go to 
the Emergency Fund. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

Zionist Speakers Address all Synagogues 
in Providence. 

Providence—Mr. Harry Ballon, secre¬ 
tary of the Abirai and Abirais Zion, re¬ 
ports that Zionist speakers addressed all 
the synagogues in the city on the high 
holidays. The speakers appealed for 
funds for the Jews of Europe and Pal¬ 
estine to which the audiences warmly 
responded. All donations have not as 
yet been turned in, hut so far the results 
arc gratifying. Through the initiative of 
the Abirai and Abirais Zion, $95.00 was 
raised for the pavillion to be erected at 
the Denver Sanitarium, in commemora¬ 
tion of the late Sholom Aleichcm. 


TENNESSEE. 

Miss Garfinkle Heads B’nai Zion Society 

Nashville—September 24th, Miss Gar¬ 
finkle gave a report of the Zionist Con¬ 
vention, at the Y. M. H. A., in the pres¬ 
ence of about three hundred. 

October 1st, election of officers was 
held, resulting as follows: Miss Annie 
M. Garfinkle, President; Julius Rubin, 
first Vice-President; M. Pilsk, second 
Vice-President; Miss Annie Yergin. Re¬ 
cording Secretary; Louis Diamond, finan¬ 
cial secretary; Harris Rubin, treasurer. 

Miss Garfinkle is the first woman to 
be chosen as the head of this society. 
Her election comes as a recognition of 
her services to the society and the 
movement and her splendid execu¬ 
tive ability. Miss Garfinkle was recently 
made Supervisor of Young Judaea for 
the South. 

Miss Garfinkle holds important local 
positions, being secretary of the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, secretary-treasurer of the 
Conference of Jewish Organizations and 
a member of the Press Committee of the 
Council of Jewish Women. 
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PEACE IN THE CONGRESS 

T HE second Congress referendum has 
brought peace, and the work of or¬ 
ganizing the Congress can now proceed. 
This does not mean that all party differ¬ 
ences have been killed off. Within the 
limitations of the Congress, all elements 
in American Jewry are now, for the first 
time, compelled to abide by a majority 
vote on all questions that may come up. 
Neither the American Jewish Commit¬ 
tee, the Congress committee nor the Na¬ 
tional Workmen's Committee is now in 
a position to break the circle of peace 
forged through so many months of con¬ 
flict and struggle. To wrest this victory 
from the opponents of a democratically 
organized Jewry was a herculean task 
that tried the patience and the patriot¬ 
ism of many of the men in the Congress 
Movement. But a Congress organized 
on a democratic basis to devise ways 
and means to obtain full rights for the 
Jews in all lands is now a certainty. Let 
the amalgamated committee set to work 
at once. We arc confident that in the 
Congress itself, the forward-looking 
Jews of this country will have such a 
majority as to preclude any backsliding 
from the principle of Jewish organiza¬ 
tion established by the Congress com¬ 
mittee. 


A RE-BORN POLAND 

HE Teutonic allies have issued a 
proclamation giving the Poles na¬ 
tional autonomy. The boundaries of 
Poland Revived will be fixed after the 
war No provisions seem to have been 
made for the recognition of Jewish 
rights. Speculation is rife as to the rea¬ 
sons prompting the Teutonic nations to 
take this step. What seems clear is that 
not so much is it due to political 
as to military reasons. With the 
organization of a Polish army, the 
Germans will be able to turn over to the 
new army the defense of the eastern 


frontier. Into this army will go not 
only Poles, but Jews. This means that 
thousands of Jews starving in the streets 
will be mustered into the new Polish 
army and will be compelled to fight. If 
they were to fight with assurances that 
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their national interests are being pro¬ 
tected, it would be a worth-while strug¬ 
gle. But it is known in advance that 
unrestricted national autonomy for the 
Poles means the suppression of the na¬ 
tional ambitions of all other nationali¬ 
ties in the land. In this crisis, who is 
going to speak up for the Jews in Po¬ 
land? Certainly, nothing can be ex¬ 
pected of the German Hilfsverein, which 
is hand in glove with the German gov¬ 
ernment, and is not reputed to be free in 
the expression of its opinions, when the 
government directs otherwise. So far 
as Jews in neutral lands are concerned, 
the liberation of Poland is at the pres¬ 
ent time an internal German affair, in 
which no neutral has the right to inter¬ 
fere. The Jews of Poland will have to 
fight their own battles. Had they been 
strengthened in their own position, and 
not been treated by others as political 
satraps of German-Jewish organizations, 
had the German-Jewish organizations 
treated them like men and not launched 
polemics against them as being unworthy 
of recognition, their position to-day 
would be much stronger than it is. and 
they might have been able to fight for 
their own rights with some prospect of 
success. 


RELIEF IN POLAND 

D R. MAGNES has returned to New 
York. As was predicted in our last 
issue, he took the first opportunity to 
declare that monies for the Jews in the 
occupied territories could be sent only 
through the German Hilfscomite, in 
which James Simon, Paul Nathan and 
Bernard Kahn are the leading factors. 
Within four or five days after he arrived, 
a meeting was hastily called by the 
chairman of the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee to hear Dr. Magnes’ report. The 
Joint Distribution Committee held a per¬ 
functory meeting a few minutes before. 
At the general meeting, questions were 
asked, but no effective action could be 
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taken. Nevertheless, Mr. Schiff fore¬ 
stalled criticism by pronouncing in ad¬ 
vance a curse upon all interferers with 
the orderly administration of the relief, 
orderliness meaning unanimous accord 
with the views of Dr. Magnes and Mr. 
Felix M. Warburg. Coming direct from 
Warsaw, Dr. Magnes is presumed to 
know the conditions in Poland. But his 
assertion that the German Hilfscomite 
is the only agency for the distribution of 
relief in Poland is contradicted by the 
facts are these: The Provisional Zion¬ 
ist Committee through its transfer de¬ 
partment is sending money to individual 
Jews in all parts of Poland. This money 
is sent through the U. S. State Depart¬ 
ment to the American Consul at War¬ 
saw and by him delivered to a special 
committee of Jews in Warsaw, who see 
to the delivery of the money to the per¬ 
sons for whom it is intended. No Ger¬ 
man committee intervenes. The money 
is clearly American money until it 
reaches its destination. The Warsaw 
committee has sent us receipts direct 
from the persons to whom the money 
was sent. In this way, not only was 
Warsaw reached—and Dr. Magnes con¬ 
cedes that funds could be sent to War¬ 
saw for distribution in its province with¬ 
out the intermediation of a German Com¬ 
mittee—but other cities are reached, like 
Grodno, Wilna, Bialystock, Kobrin, Lida, 
Makow, Pinsk, Prushany, Brest-Litovsk, 
Antopol, Slonim. Suwalk, Wilkewisk, 
Narevvka, Novogrudek, and Tarogen. 
Now, from the report of the Joint Dis¬ 
tribution Committee it appears that the 
money sent to the German Hilfscomite 
is actually distributed by local commit¬ 
tees in the various cities. The names of 
the committees are given. They are all 
the names of Polish Jews. It is the duty 
of Dr. Magnes to answer this question: 
Why cannot a Warsaw committee be 
established representing all elements of 
Polish Jewry, to whom the relief monies 
might be sent through our State Depart¬ 
ment. this Warsaw committee recogniz¬ 
ing the local committees already in ex¬ 
istence, and deciding upon the principles 
of distribution after consultation with as 
many of these committees as could be 
reached. Are they not as competent as 
a committee resident in Berlin? Why is 
it necessary, in view of the existence of 
the Warsaw committee, of the Lodz 
committee, of the Bialystock, the Grod¬ 
no committees, for us to send American 
Jewish relief money to the German Hilfs¬ 
comite? The argument is not one based 
upon efficiency, but upon policy. The 
dignity and self-respect of the Jews of 
Poland demand that they be treated with 
respect, without intermediaries. They 
should not be compelled to accept Amer¬ 
ican Jewish relief money from German 
Jews, who are, under the circumstances, 
compelled to adjust their policy to the 
policies of the German government. 
This is an important issue in Jewish life, 
and it cannot be disposed of by an ex 
parte statement. It affects the neutrality 
of American Jewry. 
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THE TRANSFER DEPARTMENT 

■VV7E ASK our readers to peruse with 
” care the statement on the Zionist 
transfer department, which appears in 
this issue of The Maccabaean. This 
unique institution is the original con¬ 
tribution of the Zionist organization. It 
aims to bring out the natural relief of 
individuals by their relatives residing 
here. At a time when it was impossible 
to send money to the belligerent lands, 
the free service rendered by the transfer 
department resulted in throwing into the 
broken Jewish communities the relief 
contributions of kinsmen. This was not 
charity. When the plan was first pro¬ 
posed, in September, 1914 , to the Amer¬ 
ican Jewish Relief Committee, it was 
treated as a fantastic idea, and men like 
Mr. Oscar S. Straus ridiculed it. Then 
when the Provisional Zionist Committee 
undertook to do this work for Palestine, 
and it was seen that the plan was a prac¬ 
tical one, the American Jewish Relief 
Committee, in a perfunctory manner, 
adopted it for Europe. After a few 
months trial, it gave the work up. The 
Provisional Zionist Committee then ex¬ 
tended its transfer operations to Europe, 
and succeeded in raising quite a large 
sum in this way. Recently, observing 
the success of the Provisional Zionist 
Committee in its European transfer 
work, the Joint Distribution Committee 
again opened a transfer bureau. Under the 
circumstances, it would have been a 
gracious act for the Joint Distribution 
Committee to have approached the Pro¬ 
visional Committee and attempted to 
co-ordinate the work, or to turn over all 
its transfer work to the latter. There 
would have been a saving of expense. 
The results would have been more satis¬ 
factory. The transfer department of the 
Provisional Committee costs about $ 15 ,- 
000 , which is charged up, in large part, 
against the Emergency Fund. What the 
expense of the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee is in this respect, we have not 
been informed, for the Joint Distribution 
Committee does not make known its ex¬ 
penses. But it preferred to ignore the 
transfer department of the Provisional 
Committee, and now here and there com¬ 
plaints are heard against the Committee 
for duplicating the work of the Joint Dis¬ 
tribution Committee. This is unfair. 
With great difficulty, the Provisional 
Committee has introduced a system of 
administration in its transfer department, 
which is now as near perfection as it can 
possibly become under the fluctuating 
conditions of war. Absolute neutrality 
is observed in the sending of remittances 
to the belligerent lands. The money is 
sent through our State Department. It 
reaches United States representatives, 
and is by them handed over to commit¬ 
tees or individuals. Individual receipts 
are being received by the Provisional 
Committee, which are sent to the remit¬ 
ters. A classified index of remitters and 
recipients is kept, and all inquiries are 
thus easily replied to. The financial con- 
facts, which he should also know. The 
trol provides for a supervision which an¬ 


swers all the requirements of a banking 
office. The efficiency of the department 
has so impressed our government at 
Washington, that it now recommends its 
non-citizens in America who desire to for¬ 
ward money to relatives in the war-zone to 
use the Zionist transfer department. Under 
the circumstances, the transfer department 
becomes a powerful influence tending to 
create, in general, good-will and friend¬ 
ship toward the Zionist organization. 
The expense to the Emergency Fund is 
warranted by the direct and indirect re¬ 
sults. 


ZIONISTS NEUTRAL 

HE Zionist organization has not taken 
part in the national elections, but 
maintained a position of neutrality on all 
the issues involved, although certain as¬ 
pects of the campaign touched upon 
fundamental Zionist principles. We ex¬ 
pressed our opinion in The Maccabaean 
four years ago, that the party that advo¬ 
cates protection is the logical advocate 
of restriction of immigration. During 
the campaign now closed, the protection 
theory was strongly advocated by one 
of the candidates. The problem of how 
the German-Americans would vote was 
also one of the outstanding incidents of 
the campaign. We are glad to note that 
on this issue, the Jewish vote was not 
regarded as a hyphenate vote by any of 
the parties. The returns showed that 
a large number of Jews cast their votes 
for President Wilson, while in those dis¬ 
tricts where protection is a local inter¬ 
est, the Jews were found to be favoring 
Mr. Hughes. But the Zionist flag did 
not appear in the campaign, except in¬ 
sofar as the Poale Zionists participated 
on the socialist side of the struggle. Pint 
in this respect, the Poale Zionists, being 
exclusively composed of socialists, were 
merely exercising their rights as citizens, 
and did not involve Jewish issues in the 
fight. Of course, in districts where sev¬ 
eral Jews ran for office, especially in 
those districts where the socialists had 
placed Jews in the field against Jewish 
candidates of the other parties, the ques¬ 
tion as to whether these socialist candi¬ 
dates, or, for that matter, the candidates 
of the other parties, were truly represen¬ 
tative of the citizens inhabiting their dis¬ 
tricts, was taken up for discussion. For 
instance, Mr. Hilquit was severely criti¬ 
cised by his opponents for his lack of 
interest in Jewish matters. Had he run 
in an Irish district, appealing to Irish 
voters, it would have been in order to 
ask whether he had been interested in 
the questions his constituents were in¬ 
terested in. Mr. Hilquit’s record in this 
particular, it is generally admitted, could 
have been better. It was a permissible 
argument to use against him that appeal¬ 
ing to Jews for their suffrages, he should 
show some Jewish work to his credit. In 
the down-town district, the Jewish so¬ 
cialist candidate, Mr. London, used with 
telling effect arguments against his op¬ 
ponent, Mr. Sanders, based directly upon 
his record of service in the Jewish 
causes. The Reviewer. 
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The Problem of Eastern Jewry 

Its Solution Through Zionism 
By Professor Carl Ballod 

Professor Carl Ballod, the author of this article, is one of the greatest authorities in Germany on international statistics- 
The article was published in the sixteenth number of the “Europaeische-Staats-und Wirtschafts-Zeitung," the recently founded 
magazine for the collection of facts and ideas on the Political and Economic Reconstruction of Europe after the war. 

In this closely reasoned and scientifically figured article, Professor Ballod calculates the facilities which Palestine pos¬ 
sesses to shelter and feed a population of approximately 6 , 000.000 people, that is, the entire Jewish population of Eastern Europe. 
11is calculation, as the reader will see, is based on an estimate of the hectareage of cultivable land, and of the crops obtain¬ 
able in different regions of the plains and valleys of Palestine. — Editor. 


gESTERN Russia, the entire territory 
of the one-time kingdom of Poland, 
has a fairly dense Jewish population 
of hardly less than six millions—one- 
sixth to one-seventh of the whole 
population. In the cities this percent¬ 
age of Jews amounts to 33 - 35 %, in 
Warsaw and Lodz to over 50 %; in Wilna and Kovno 
and many small towns it rises to eighty and ninety 
per cent. 



The total number of Russian Jews in 1807 amounted 
to not quite five millions: 87-88 per cent, of them were 
squeezed into the Kingdom of Poland and the so- 
called inner Pales. Two-fifths of the Russian Jews 
are engaged in commerce, three-fifths are artisans and 
factory workers. Among the small business men and 
minor artisans, who make up more than 90-95 per 
cent, of the Jewish population, fearful destitution pre¬ 
vails, and a remarkably low standard of living, joined, 
however, to deep religious sentiment and the strong¬ 
est hope in a coming liberation from this misery in 
unfriendly exile, and in a reunion in the fatherland, 
. . . the Holy land. . . 

The Social Democratic movement, namely, the Jew¬ 
ish (Workers’) Bund, won great influence over the 
factory and home workers. It is easily understood 
that Zionism should have found numerous adherents 
. . . But even the Russo-Jewish “Bundisten,” who 
were not Zionists, have, for instance during the Rus¬ 
sian Revolution, been much occupied with the prob¬ 
lem of the territorial limitation of Russian Jewry. 
The wish arose that the Russian people, upon gaining 
the mastery, should grant the Jews a separate terri¬ 
tory, or should cut out from its former pales a region 
sufficing for the maintenance of Russian Jewry. It 
was expected that the territorial limitation of the 
Jewish population would destroy the mainspring of 
anti-semitism. The wish that the Jews again grow 
into a nation, wherein all callings should be har¬ 
moniously distributed, was expressed. This ten¬ 
dency has gained significance since the Russian 
revolution. The Jewish situation has become 
even more deplorable, especially because of the co¬ 
operative movement among the Poles. This move¬ 
ment generally went hand in hand with a boycott 
against Jewish traders. The boycott movement will 
undoubtedly increase in strength, arid further hamper 
the living possibilities of the Jews in Poland and 
Western Russia. Of course, the affluent Jews and 
academicians easily assimilate with the Russians and 
Poles, and become converts to Christianity in great 
numbers. The mass of the Jews, however, remains 
in utmost misery. Even if a future Poland were to 


grant Jews the privilege of sending representatives to 
Parliament according to the population and of form¬ 
ing a separate over-territorial curia, the plight of the 
Jews would not be improved. As long as non-Jews 
form the majority of Poland, there will be no inclina¬ 
tion to grant Jews greater privileges. Rather, the 
Jews will be zealously watched, as in Roumania, lest 
they buy out some peasants and land owners and gain 
the mastery over the non-Jewish population. Whatso¬ 
ever the political development of Poland be, it is 
hardly to be expected that the situation of the Jew¬ 
ish masses will improve, and the continuation of Rus¬ 
sian absolutism in the Russian territories will only ag¬ 
gravate the misery of the Jews. 

As is known, a strong current of Russo-Polish-Jew- 
ish emigration has for the last few decades, been di¬ 
rected mainly towards America. But this emigration 
has not solved the problem of East-Jewry, as there is 
much destitution even in America. Only a constantly 
decreasing part of the Jewish emigration has been 
turned to Palestine. Yet there, agricultural colonies, 
comprising about 50 ha. of land, and numbering a 
population of over 10,000, have grown up. 

Can Palestine receive a dense Jewish popula¬ 
tion? If this were possible, the main mass of Russo- 
Jewish Poles, a population of about 5-6 million, could 
be colonized in Palestine. This would be the best and 
most ideal solution of the East-Jewry problem. The 
longing of the Jewish masses for the “Promised 
Land” would be satisfied. And there would start the 
ethical rebirth of an entire nation, the like of which 
the world has never seen. 

It is clear that before the settlement of East-Jewry 
in Palestine is further discussed, the question whether 
natural conditions make such a settlement possible, 
must be solved. If Prof. Philipson is right in his state¬ 
ment that the country is a waste, rocky land, incapable of 
sustaining more than 1,200,000 people, the question of 
Palestine and incidentally that of Zionism, would be set¬ 
tled. In that case Daniel’s statement, that Zionism is only 
a falling star, would also be correct. The cause of the 
disagreements in the estimation of Palestine’s agricul¬ 
tural values lies in the fact that there is no register of 
the landed estates and there are no building surface 
statistics in Palestine. The rainfall, as is generally 
known, suffices for the bringing forth of at least one 
harvest. The strips poorest in rain, the coast plains in 
the south and the East Jordan land, nevertheless, have 
always 400 mm. of yearly rain fall, that is, as much as 
the drier parts of Germany. Palestine’s advantage" 
lies in that the entire rainfall during the winter is 
utilized in agricultural cultivation, and does not, as in 
Germany, mainly flow into the sea. The central and 
northern West Jordan land, Samaria, Galilee, has 
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more than 600-700 mm. of rainfall, which is not less 
than that of the best strips of Sicily, and more than 
Germany receives to procure a second harvest, (after 
the storing of the winter crops) by means oi irriga¬ 
tion, in the coast-lands of Baza and Haifa, and also 
in the Jesrael Plain, near the Hule sea, and above all 
in the Jordan Valley. The Jordan carries off an aver¬ 
age of about 91 cbm. of water per second, which evapo¬ 
rates uselessly in the Dead Sea. Even in summer, the 
water-carrying capacity of the Jordan amounts to 30 
cbm. per second, an amount which is more than 
enough for the watering of the surrounding Jordan 
Valley. Everywhere in Palestine, and especially in 
the drier parts of the East Jordan land, are remnants 
of old water basins and water works, awaiting recon¬ 
struction. But, says Philipson, the fertile valleys and 
plains have far too small joint surface to be able to 
support a fairly considerable population. The greater 
part of the land is an arid, hard mountainous district, 
from which nothing can be gotten. 

By this, Philipson’s assumption of Palestine’s agri¬ 
cultural inferiority seems to be proved. However, that 
which was obtained under deficient administration is 
not authoritative for the future. Let us count the ser¬ 
viceable plain and valley surface according to Philip¬ 
son. There is the large coast land which stretches 
from Gaza to Haifa, a length of 165 km. and an aver¬ 
age width of 95 km.; altogether it would amount to 
250,000 ha. Part of it is sandy, and part hilly. Yet 
there is everywhere the possibility of irrigation, as 
soon as the water flowing down the mountains from 
the brooks and streams is caught by dams. The 
Nahar-el-Auscha alone, whose mouth is north of Jaffa, 
has 10 cbm. of water per second. From this alone 
(with a water consumption of 500 mm. in summer) is 
obtained an amount sufficing to water even 66,000 ha. 
of cotton. The prerequisite for cultivating the coast 
land is an installation of dams, so arranged as not to 
permit one drop of mountain water to flow unused 
into the sea. The 30,000 ha. plain of Jesrael and 
the other 20,000 ha. valleys and the coast land of 
Galilea are known as very fruitful. The plain near the 
Hule Lake, may be estimated as 150,Obb na. It in ad-, 
dition, we take the 120,000 ha. of the Jordan valley, 
we arrive at the entire surface of smooth, twice-har- 
vestable land in Palestine, namely about 430,000 ha. 
Still, this necessitates such a system of irrigation as did 
not exist in antiquity, but which may be easily insti¬ 
tuted through the means of modern technique. The 
Jordan valley, for instance, was for the greater part 
an arid steppe, as there was no government possessing 
sufficient knowledge, interest and enterprise to con¬ 
struct side-canals for the main stream, as in Egypt. 
The Jordan is fairly deep and embedded over 20-30 
m. in the valley. To construct dams, for the raising 
of the ground-water and for irrigation, would be a 
practical and wholly feasible enterprise. Even if each 
dam should cost million marks, even if the entire 
dam and water installation should amount to 100-200 
million marks, such a work would be beneficial and 
profitable. The Jordan valley, being diluvian, contains 
considerable boulder-ground, and even more of fruit¬ 
ful lime and clay soil, which under irrigation may pro¬ 
duce very large harvests. Finally must be considered 
the Hauran Plain (En Nukra), the old Basan, situated 
in the East-Jordan territory. Here the rainfall is 
lighter—averaging about 400 mm.—and consequently 
irrigation is difficult because of the impossibility of 
getting water from the large rivers. To bridge this 
difficulty a large number of reservoirs should be con- 
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stucted. The quality of the soil is particularly adapted 
for this purpose. The soil is volcanic, composed of 
lava and tuft. 

The Hauran is known as the granary of Syria. It 
produces highly valued wheat—the albuminous “glass- 
wheat,” which is especially sought by maccaroni 
manufacturers. The stretches of smooth or gently un¬ 
dulating ground in the Hauran, as far as they are 
found on volcanic soil, cannot be rated with accuracy; 
in any case the estimate would fall too low by 400,000 
hectares rather than too high. We would thus be 
able to secure some 830,000 hectares of highly valuable 
arable plain and valley surface in Palestine. 

Now what agricultural produce should this bring 
forth? 

This is primarily a question of the intensiveness of 
cultivation. With the old-fashioned methods of hus¬ 
bandry, in which the plough does not turn over, but 
merely separates the soil, the average harvests of 
grain—exclusive of the amount needed for seed—may 
be estimated at hardly higher than 500-600 kilograms 
—that is about one-third of an average German har¬ 
vest. On the other hand the German harvests 
do not by a long stretch represent the maxi¬ 
mum yield possible through good cultivation. 
It is generally known that in Germany, with efficient 
agricultural management, with careful ploughing and 
selection of grain, and with thorough manuring, grain 
harvests of 3,500 to 4,000 kilogrammes per hectare can 
be brought forth, and sustained at this average for ten 
years. And in Palestine even with less careful cultiva¬ 
tion, that is, merely with the application of artificial 
manures, grain harvests of more than 2,000 kilogrames 
per hectare were obtainable. By the application of 
all the aids of modern technical agriculture, by deep 
ploughing, by the selection of grain, by thorough man¬ 
uring, and by irrigation, grain harvests of 3,000 kilo¬ 
grammes per hectare (exclusive of seed) may be ex¬ 
pected, or 10,000 kilogrammes Lucerne. Let us sup¬ 
pose that in the Hauran, where irrigation can only be 
considered an addition to the winter rains, only one 
harvest per year is possible; let us suppose that in 
the other 430,000 hectares of plain land complete sum¬ 
mer irrigation is possible, and that consequently two 
harvests may be produced; we would then arrive at 
the following. In the Hauran 200,000 hectares of 
wheat land could be regularly cultivated; 200,000 
would have to be reserved for Lucerne raising; this is 
necessary firstly to carry out the rotation of crops, 
then to enrich the soil with nitrogen, and to produce 
hay for strong cattle. In that case 200,000 x 3 = 
600,000 tons of “glass-wheat;” 200,000 x 10 = 2 , 000 ,- 
000 tons of Lucerne hay, sufficient for some 400,000 
milk cows, could be brought forth (reckoning 
5,000 kilogrammes Lucerne hay yearly per cow 
= 14 kilogrammes daily, corresponding to 56 

kilogrammes = 112 pounds of green fodder). Of 
the remaining 430,000 hectares of valley and plain 
land 150,000 hectares could be sown with wheat in the 
Spring, and as many again with barley, making 300,- 
000 hectares altogether. The harvest may then be 
estimated at 150,000 x3 = about 450,000 tons of wheat 
and barley. In summer, by means of artificial irriga¬ 
tion, 200,000 hectares could be sowed with soy plant, 
rich in nitrogen and fat, 10,000 with cotton, and 50,- 
000 with rice. Taking the harvests of soy plant and 
rice at 3,000 kilogrammes per hectare, and those of 
cotton at 600 kilogrammes of fibre per hectare, we 
arrive at 200,000 x 3 = 600,000 tons of soy plant, 50,- 
000 x .6 = 30,000 tons of cotton fibre, 50,000 x 1 = 
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50,000 tons of cotton seed, 50,000 x 3 = 150,000 tons 
of rice. The entire wheat harvest, together with the 
harvests of Hauran, would then total 1,050,000 tons. 
Such a harvest can produce bread grain for a popula¬ 
tion of 6,000,000. In England, as in America, the 
wheat consumption may be rated at 160-165 kilo¬ 
grammes per head. 

The peace consumption of the German population was 
rated too high by the Imperial Health commission of 
1912-13, at 52 kilograms of meat and 5-6 kilograms 
of eggs. If 60.000 to 80.000 cows, with a meat weight 
of 300 kilograms, and 300,000 calves with a meat 
weight of 40 kilograms, are slaughtered, meat is pro¬ 
duced to the extent of 30,000,000 kilograms or 5 kilo¬ 
grams per head for a population of 6,000,000. We ar¬ 
rive thus at the estimate of 53.1 kilograms as the point 
reached by the factual German peace consumption. 
Counting the milk yield of 400,000 milk cows fed on 
accepted good fodder at some 3,000 litres, the total 
will yield 200 litres per head for a population of 6,000,- 
000. The average of milk consumption in the Ger¬ 
man states does not usually exceed 120 litres annually 
per head = 1/3 litres daily. There still remains 80 
litres for the preparation of butter, yielding 3 to 3.2 
kilogrammes. This may seem a small quantity, but it 
may be supplemented by oils—cotton oil especially. 

It may be objected that no allowance has been made 
for the grain consumed by beasts of burden—a con¬ 
sideration which accounts for one-quarter to one- 
third of the entire harvest in Germany, but in highly 
developed technical agriculture the entire process of 
tilling, (ploughing as well as sowing) and the trans¬ 
portation and threshing may be effected by motors, in 
order that the valuable foodstuffs may be saved for 
the population and for animals reared for consumption. 
A high standard of technical scientific management is 
necessary for a rational saving of human effort and for 
a complete exploitation of the productivity of the sur¬ 
face. 

It should not be supposed that a particularly large 
supply of labor is needed for the management of the 
400,000 hectares (Hauran) and the additional 300,000 
hectares. In Germany the census of occupations of 
1907 showed but 8 male and 4 female steady workers 
for each 100 hectares used agriculturally. For 700,000 
hectares we should need 56,000 male and 28,000 female 
laborers. With motor cultivation the number of la¬ 
borers needed would be further decreased, despite the 
granted high intensity of soil cultivation. Now, surely 
a population of 6,000,000 can yield 84,000 agricultural 
laborers, even if a maximum of one year of agricultural 
service be demanded from each boy between the ages 
of 18 and 20, and from each girl between the ages of 
16 and 18. 

We therefore see that with scientific management 
we do not even need the entire 830,000 hectares of 
valley and plain land to supply a population of 6,000,- 
000 with bread, grain, rice (25 kilogrammes per head) 
meat, milk, and cotton fibre, (5 kilogrammes per head) 
if we are willing to accept the German standard of liv¬ 
ing before the war as normal. The sugar-demand of 
the given population can be raised on some 20 to 30 
thousand hectares of land in the Jordan valley, which 
is tropical in climate, and where the sugar plant would 
surely ripen within 16-18 months. In Java sugar har¬ 
vest average 10 to 15 thousand kilogrammes per hec¬ 
tare: in Hawaii, they average 20 to 30 thousand. 15,- 
000 hectares of surface harvested yearly would yield 
15,000 x 15 = 225,000 tons. This divided among 6,- 
000,000 gives 37.5 kilogrammes per head, which ex- 
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ceeds the English sugar consumption. 15,000 hec¬ 
tares would require 10-15 thousand workers in the 
fields and factories. 

The bare means of subsistance are, of course, insuffi¬ 
cient. The man of culture has cultured needs; but the 
colonized population need not cease to be energetic 
with the satisfaction of the most pressing necessaries 
of life. Before all else the protection of shelter and 
clothing must be considered. Precisely in this respect 
Palestine affords exceptional opportunities. The 
mountainous districts are not all arid slopes and rocks, 
but arc particularly adapted for gardening and affores¬ 
tation. We learn from land experts that even the 
mountainous districts are mainly covered with the so- 
called “nari” crust, which renders the soil highly 
adaptable to the plantation of trees. From ancient 
times onward the olive, the vine, the fig and the al¬ 
mond tree have grown on the hardest and driest soil 
of the Judah Mountains; the calcareous formation 
seems to provide the most suitable soil for all fossil- 
fruit. All these fruit trees may be immediately raised, 
without irrigation, especially in fertile Samaria and in 
Galilca, although irrigation is everywhere advantage¬ 
ous. 

A population of 6,000,000 constitutes about 1 to 1.5 
million families, who would have at their disposal 2,- 
000,000 hectares of mountainous and hilly surface (ex¬ 
clusive of the 830,000 hectares of plain land) for houses 
and gardens. 

So that is even half of the mountainous district is 
so rocky as to make impossible the growing of trees, 
there will yet be one million hectares—almost one hec¬ 
tare per family,—of more or less serviceable soil for 
houses and gardens. 

Of course the problem of drinking water presents 
certain difficulties. As in ancient times walled cis¬ 
terns, in which rain water may be kept, will have to 
suffice. Spring water conduits will be luxuries in the 
lime-country poor in springs. The undertaking of tree 
plantation will involve no small expense. It will hard¬ 
ly be possible to prepare and plant one hectare of 
mountain land under 1,000 marks. The advantage of 
a colony in a tropical climate lies in the small cost of 
buildings. According to the well-known student of 
Palestine, Dr. David Trietsch, a primitive clay or 
stone building lasting about 20 years may be built for 
500 or at most 1,000 marks. 

The settling of one family, including the preparing 
of garden land would cost hardly 2,000 marks. To 
this would be added 600-800 marks for the support of 
the first year, in case the entire pioneer work would 
be done by hired laborers, for the colonial immigrants. 
If the immigrant works from the very beginning the 
expenses are further diminished and only the outlay 
for his support and clothing need be considered. 

These two conditions then—rational, technical cul¬ 
tivation of a high standard in the fertile fields and 
plains, and garden grounds and the plantation of fruit 
trees in one-half of the mountainous district—will 
make possible a dense population in Palestine. 

Extensive cultivation would certainly not yield an 
excess of produce for exportation, but would insure 
the most essential food and fibre material for the pop¬ 
ulation. 

On the other hand, with one hectare of fruit tree 
plantation per family, fairly considerable surpluses of 
wine, oil, figs and almonds could be obtained for the 
market, which would cover the cost of further needs. 

The low cost of the journey to Palestine in com- 
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parison with that to North America should be con¬ 
sidered. The journey to Odessa on Russian railroads 
is on the average 5 rubles. Emigrants are conceded 
special benefits by the Russian railroads. From 
Odessa to Jaffa travellers are mulcted 5 to 10 rubles 
on deck. Trietsch is right in saying that a primi¬ 
tive dwelling could be constructed on the difference 
in the fares to America and Palestine. 

Now there comes the question of organizing such a 
large colonization. It is of course impossible simply 
to send Eastern Jewry to Palestine and leave it to its 
fate. Careful preparations, the organization of the 
land and the solution of its problems are pre-essentials. 
It must be admitted that in the face of the complicated 
Turkish legal code this is not at all easy. Colonization 
is possible only on the conditions that to a large Jew¬ 
ish colonial company (1) the entire state land would be 
ceded in return for definite payments; (2) that church 
lands be leased out (they need not be sold); (3) that 
private land-owners be expropriated under the condi¬ 
tions of compensation customary in the country. The 
demands seem to be too great. The question as to 
what would happen to the population now settled in 
Palestine, the fellaheen, in case they are expropriated, 
now confronts us. This problem sounds more diffi¬ 
cult than it is in reality. The expropriation of the 
Fellaheen has already been looked after by the Arabian 
city usurers. It is said that in the better parts of 
Palestine—in Galilea and East Jordan—only 20% and 
15% respectively of the land is in the hands of the 
peasants. For the greater part it would be possible 
to buy land from the owners of large estates, without 
compulsory expropriation, as soon as good prices could 
be offered which the Fellahs, because of their back¬ 
ward methods of cultivation, would never be able to 
equal. It would hardly be necessary to pay more than 
200 to 250 marks per hectare for soil used for tilling 
and grazing. In other words, the entire land of 700 to 
750 thousand hectares needed for extensive cultivation 
could be purchased for 140-180 million marks. The 
average price of the mountainous land used until now 
for grazing would be even lower. Even if it were nec¬ 
essary to pay even 150 marks per hectare there, the 
total cost of all the land needed by the settlers would 
amount to 300-350 million marks. The acquirement of 
the wine and tree gardens, and especially of the costly 
orange plantations must, of course, not be considered, 
for the new East-Jewish settlement should create new 
cultivations ,and not engage in current speculations. 
At first the fellah could give valuable assistance to 
colonial activities; later, as soon as the recultivation of 
old Babylonia is begun he could find highly profitable 
labor and land outside of Palestine. For the recultiva¬ 
tion of Babylonia conditions could be offered to the Fel¬ 
lahs which would be more profitable than those of their 
present position, in which not only the tenants but 
even the owners have to suffer because of the intoler¬ 
able methods of Turkish taxation. A reform of the 
Turkish tax rates is inevitable. At the same time the 
Turkish Government could receive double or treble 
its former tax revenues. Next must be considered the 
cost of making the plains suitable for agricultural 
work. The irrigation installation could be set up for 
250 marks per hectare, to which would have to be 
added a row of dams and of artificial basins. Water 
installations for 800,000 hectares would cost 400,000,- 
000 marks. Cement for the dams would have to be 
produced in Palestine itself. A number of cement 
works would have to be established. 
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Altogether the expense would be represented by the 
following table. 

Irrigation.400,000,000 marks 

Establishment of electrical works, 

electrical ploughs, canals.120,000,000 marks 

Buildings and accessories.160,000,000 marks 

Artificial manures, repeated yearly. 40,000,000 marks 

Sowing. 30,000,000 marks 


Total.750,000,000 marks 

The expenses for the various installations will 
amount to 1,000 marks per hectare; together with the 
actual cost of land it will amount to about 1,250 marks 
per hectare. 

Taking the expense of the acquisition of the land 
at 350 million marks the entire outlay for the colony, 
would be 3,500 million marks. An immense sum! 
How can we raise three and a half billions? How can 
the interest be realized? How shall we raise the taxes, 
the manuring expenses, the defraying of the wear and 
tear of the accessories and of the electrical installa¬ 
tions? 

Things are not so bad when we remember that we 
are dealing with 6 million people who will not be in¬ 
dolent but who will work without further inducement. 
It must be noted that 3,500 million Would not even 
represent 600 marks per capita whereas the national 
wealth in Germany, England and France amounts at 
the very least to 3,000-5,000 marks per capita. 

The question of raising the means would neverthe¬ 
less play no great part. Capital does not concern it¬ 
self with investigations, but asks sardonically: What 
palpable guarantee have you that I should invest in 
this enterprise. Well, we must remember that the 
Jews of Eastern Europe are not entirely destitute, but 
are at least possessors of small houses, stores, etc. On 
emigration these must be disposed of at their full 
value. We can assume that the governments con¬ 
cerned will agree to extend credit to the emigrants on 
their abandoned possessions. The question now re¬ 
solves itself into the establishment of a great Jewish 
society or co-operation and the gaining of concessions 
from the Turkish government. As after the war there 
will he a great demand for money it will be in the 
very interests of Turkey to grant such concessions, to 
modernize the whole of the tax legislature, to extend 
to the new Jewish communities a broad autonomy, 
and to afford them protection from the selfishness of 
the officials. 

The colonization of the Jews of Eastern Europe in 
Palestine must not be treated as Utopian, but the most 
serious deliberation should be dedicated to it. When 
a great number of Jews shall have been settled in 
Palestine we will no longer need to worry over their 
future on account of the steadily increase of their popula¬ 
tion. The increase could be settled in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Palestine, in Mesopotainia and Babylonia as 
these would be successively cultivated. There is a 
very great possibility that the descendants of the Jewish 
immigrants would adapt themselves to the climate of the 
moderately hot tropics, where there are unlimited pos¬ 
sibilities of settlement.— (Translated from the German 
by Marie Syrkin). 
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Mr. Justice Braudels 

To His Sixtieth Birthday 


HERE are quite a number of well-mean¬ 
ing people who resent the appreciations 
of Mr, Justice Brandeis’ services to the 
Jewish cause, evoked since his eleva¬ 
tion to the Supreme Court, and espec¬ 
ially do they resent the attribution of 
_ leadership which the Zionists accord 
him. Mr. Brandeis gave to America the best that was 
in him, serving unselfishly, efficiently, building up a repu¬ 
tation which extends to all corners of the United States, 
where his name signifies unusual ability coupled with 
exceptional disinterestedness. But to the Jews he gave 
nothing of his talents, until, within four or five years 
of reaching his sixtieth birthday, he turned his attention 
to the Jewish problem. Why should leaders who have 
spent their lives with the Jewish people be set aside in 
favor of this man? 

It is a Jewish maxim, developed 
out of experience in life, to wel¬ 
come the convert, the repentent 
with open arms. For this reason, 
the Jewish world has been keenly 
sensitive to services rendered the 
Tewish people by men like Beacons- 
field, who only incidentally con¬ 
cerned himself with Jewish inter¬ 
ests. Whenever a great man, in¬ 
different to Jewish life, turns aside 
from some great universal labor to 
sacrifice some of his time and 
thought and influence for his own 
people, Jews have always felt pecul¬ 
iarly grateful. It showed that the 
tie of blood was irresistible. A man 
may immerse himself in politics or 
art or science all his life, but the 
moment comes when he must re¬ 
turn to his brethren. In a crisis, 
the racial or national consciousness 
is awakened, and there is no escape 
for the true man. So it was with 
Theodor Herzl, who, as he sat and 
listened to the testimony in the 
Dreyfus case, felt stirring within 
him a feeling of kinship for the peo¬ 
ple that was on trial with the unfor¬ 
tunate French officer. So it was 
with other men in the Zionist movement, scientists, 
writers, orators, politicians. Max Nordau came back to 
his people. Israel Zangwill found a place in Jewish Life 
through the Zionist movement. 

When these men returned to their people, they gave 
themselves generously to the cause they expoused. They 
seem to give themselves with feverishness, as if afraid 
that there was no time for play or vacation. Herzl could 
not rest from the moment he wrote his Jewish State. 
His whole life was transformed; the course of his life 
was changed; he became another man. 

In a large measure this is also true of Mr. Justice 
Brandeis. From the moment he accepted the leadership 
of the Provisional Zionist Committee, he threw himself 
into the work without reservation. The members of the 
Provisional Committee recall the zest of his interest in 
the work, when four full days were given over to the 
organization of the Committee, and how he spent days 
at a time organizing the work, leading it with ideas and 
sacrifices of himself. 


It was no perfunctory affiliation. He informed him¬ 
self on all matters of fact, on all theories, on the history 
and practices of the movement. He came to have an 
encyclopedic knowledge of Palestine, and all his facts 
were stored in his memory classified, ready for instant 
use. He studied Jewish history, reading every thing he 
could know of in German and in English. He became 
saturated with Jewish information, and understood what 
it meant in the light of Zionist thought. 

For the first time in his life he encountered Jews active 
in Jewish affairs. He met men who came with bizarre 
ideas; he tested their facts' and weighed their opinions. 
He met the products of Palestinian soil, and sought to 
find the truth from their conversation, from their enthu¬ 
siasm. 

He became the leader not anly because of his great re¬ 
putation as an American statesman. He stood in 
front because his advice was the 
best advice, because his understand¬ 
ing of facts was keener, because 
his foresight was better than that 
of any other man in the Zionist 
organization. Had he come into 
the movement an unknown figure, 
by his thoroughness, his insight, 
his caution, he would soon have 
been pushed to the front. In all 
affairs of life requiring organiza¬ 
tion, statesmanship, a sense of re¬ 
sponsibility, he naturally would 
take a leading place. 

He felt the weight of the re¬ 
sponsibility he had assumed in the 
Zionist movement. He sought to 
raise the movement out of its pa¬ 
rochial limitations. From a minor¬ 
ity movement, he wanted it to be¬ 
come a majority movement, resting 
its authority not only upon the truth 
of its position but also upon the 
will of the Jewish people. With his 
advent, the Zionist movement began 
extending its power. New points 
of contract were established. New 
forces were drawn into the organi¬ 
zation. A new vision came, and 
a new hope. 

Mr. Brandeis has given us all that he had to give, 
more than we gave him, and in the acceptance of the 
lofty position he now occupies thought at the same time 
of the distinction conferred not only upon the American 
Jewish people, but also of the effect it would have upon 
the Zionist position. 

We greet Mr. Justice Brandeis on his sixtieth birth¬ 
day. We know that he hates exhibitions of sentiment 
and feeling. In the tribute the Zionists intend paying 
him 1 on his birthday, we know he will understand that 
much is held in reserve because it is he who is the object 
of the tribute. We feel that he has given us new stand¬ 
ards in our labors; that he has served us nobly and un¬ 
selfishly; we feel that his capacities could have accomp¬ 
lished much more for our cause than we without him can 
ever hope to realize. But we also feel that his high office 
will not stand as a barrier to future service should 
the occasion arise demanding further sacrifices from 
him. 

L. L. 




MR. JUSTICE BRANDEIS IN 1884 
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The Fiddler in the Airshaft 

By MAURICE SAMUEL 


Circling seasons half a hundred 
Were the lightfoot thieves that plundered 
Cheek and forehead of their brightness, 
Foot and elbow of their lightness: 

And I guess no less than fifty 
Are the years that owners thrifty 
Took before they patched and wrinkled 
To such toneless, grey degree 
All the velvet sheen than twinkled 
Once upon his yarmelkie. 

But a roguish featness sparkles 
In the half-veiled eye’s recess, 

Like a pool that gleams and darkles 
When the elfish winds a-scuttle 
Let the shafting sunlight shuttle 
Through a leafy tenderness; 

And his fingers, deft and limber, 

Are like his who made the timber 
Loose it roots from clay and stone, 
Dance a saraband, then take the 
Downward highway and forsake the 
Sunny slopes of Cithaeron. 

Save Amphion never won him, 

Maugre all his vaunted skill, 

From his lute such quaint nigunim, 
Tattered shreds of Litvak chorus, 

Minor patches of Haftoras, 

Beautified with twirl and trill. 

Not for him the peace that hallows 
Those that, hearing Shir Hamalos, 

Dream the shabbos kuggel top, 

Nor would trees of Greece consider a 
Burst of wailing from Kol Nidre 
Worth a broche off zein kopp. 

1 

In the windy sunlight dancing, 

Ghostly white and wildly free, 

Empty' limbs and trunks are glancing, 

Gay, as if the music scatters 
Through the host of rags and tatters 
Spirits of a passing glee; 

And a joyous shade possesses 
Each of those vacated dresses, 

Robes of wool or linen fine, 

Waves the hands and legs fantastic, 

Or distorts and twists the plastic 
Body dangling from the line: 

And the winds that set these waggling 
Takes the withered wisps a-straggling 
From beneath his yarmelkie, 

Sets them jigging in elated, 

But belated, simulated, 

Thinly wistful gaiety. 
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Up and down the sunny airshaft 
Tribute to his fiddling herrschaft, 

Windows flung wide open show; 

As bewitched, the listening faces 
Follow with unchecked grimaces 
In the light and changing traces 
Of the wizard’s magic bow. 

And the ghosts of memories glisten 
In the eyes of those who listen, 

For the scenes have re-arisen 

With these trills for ever blent: 

By the rims of oceans seven, 

Where there’s earth and air and heaven 
Wheresoe’er a day is given 

For the Jew to pitch his tent. 

That grey-bearded face—two flights up— 

Which an inward vision lights up 

Till a joy chassidish twinkles 

From the netted seams and wrinkles,— 

With the fiddle’s fitful weeping 
He, I know, awakes from sleeping 
Sounds and sights he holds in keeping 

Till the grave shall take them all,— 

Hears the Mishna’s sing-song mutter, 

While the candles dip and gutter 
And the shadows flap and flutter 
Like tachrichim on the wall. 

And the buxom mother yonder— 

Lips in breathless trance asunder, 

Dark of pupil, tress and forehead— 

Kindles with the loud and hurried 
Change of music to a frantic 
Transatlantic Corybantic, 

Till the glowing of her fancy 
Like a witch’s necromancy 

Tells again an ancient tale— 

Of the days when blood was bolder 
And they danced it, hand on shoulder, 
d ill the world was one night older 
And the morning star grew pale. 

Now a soft and subtle turning 
Changes merriment to mourning, 

Like the helpless after-yearning 

Rising when the dance is done; 

And in me, too, far regretting* 

Fail like twilight’s pale begettings — 

Ancient dawns and old sunsettings— 

Sands and seas of long agone— 

Starlight on Kinereth waning, 

Vines in gusty sunlight straining— 

And a sound of winds complaining 
Through the glooms of Lebanon. 
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By A. BOOKSTEIN 


2(jT WAS a dark night; the darkness 
almost palpable. We were huddled 
together like cattle on a long, narrow 
Polish wagon, and we were ordered 
to proceed. Our driver swished the 
air with his whip, let out a lusty 
“Giddyup,” and the horses started on 
a wild dash towards the black border between 
Russia and Germany, some eighty odd versts away. 



The danger of the venture before us—the crossing 
of the frontier—brought the occupants of the wagon 
in immediate sympathy with each other. Men, women 
and children, Jews and Gentiles, representatives of 
all the nationalities inhabiting vast Russia, one hun¬ 
dred souls in all, hitherto absolute strangers, were 
just like one big family having one interest, one goal, 
the same fears, hopes, expectations. And all these 
men and women loomed before my eyes like so many 
apparitions, so many ghastly forms from a world be¬ 
yond. 


Now and then, as we neared a roadhouse, or a rail¬ 
road crossing, we were halted by mysterious persons 
who scrutinized our driver, asked him several ques¬ 
tions in a subdued voice, then ordered him, “on your 
way.” 

Thus we were driven for twenty-four hours through 
strange country, through Polish hamlets and villages 
quaint and queer. Everywhere on the highroad and in 
the little towns the people eyed us asquint with lurk¬ 
ing smiles, as if to say; “We have seen your like be¬ 
fore.” But we never looked them straight in the face; 
we lowered our heads in shame as if guilty of an un¬ 
pardonable offense. When the police saw our over¬ 
crowded vehicles approach they invariably found some¬ 
thing more important to attract their attention. They 
had been paid to look the other way. 

Occasionally we put up for a couple of hours at 
some filthy, out of the way inn, where refreshments 
were served us and where we could snatch a brief 
sleep. Suspicious characters looked after our com¬ 
forts, gave us instructions, took care of our baggage 
and procured new teams for our further conveyance. 

Finally we came to the last stop. It was the little 

Polish town of M-, situated very near the German 

frontier. There we were concealed under straw, in a 
garret, until the hour to cross the frontier arrived. 

Our proximity in the garret tended to further 
strengthen our sympathies for one another. And as 
the weary hours dragged on, now one, now another 
of the group unfolded the secrets that had driven him 
from his native land. 


My neighbor, a tall, slim Russian, dressed in peasant 
garb, recounted to me during the sleepless night a 
hideous tale of how he had killed his brother with a 
heavy club. And for what? On account of a guinea 
pig! And most remarkable! The murderer who lay 
so near me that I could feel his hot breath on mv face, 
that Cain who had clubbed his brother to death, was 
at the moment not so terribly repulsive to me as he 
undoubtedly would have been under ordinary cir¬ 
cumstances. 


Perhaps his flight from justice, from home, from his 
Fatherland, was in itself adequate punishment for his 
crime. That is why perhaps the terrible offender ap¬ 
peared to me so helpless, so forlorn, and called forth 
my pity instead of my condemnation. 

The hour to steal across the border finally came. 
It was again a black night, One by one, with cautious 
steps we emerged from our concealment, climbed again 
into the long vehicle, and started on our last lap. The 
road was sandy, very much so; we advanced slowly 
and noislessly. It seemed that the sand had been pur¬ 
posely strewn there to drown the clatter of the horses 
hoofs and the rattle of the wheels. 

Our wagon was brought to a standstill at the edge 
of a narrow ravine with a brook at its bottom. We 
alighted, and by means of a few heavy planks we 
spanned the gully and entered a scanty forest. Then, 
suddenly, as if by magic wand, a mysterious figure 
sprang out of the inscrutable darkness and stood be¬ 
fore us. 

“Remain perfectly quiet,” he warned us in a whisper. 
“A soldier in a gray uniform will be here soon to take 
you across the border.” And in the twinkling of an 
eye the figure vanished as mysteriosuly as he had 
come. 

Still and motionless we remain standing. Even the 
suckling babes in their mother’s arms hush as if con¬ 
scious of the crucial moment. And in the oppressive 
silence of the night, one can only hear the rapid beat¬ 
ing of hearts, the noise of the swift rushing waters of 
the brook hard by, the faint cooing of a dove some¬ 
where in the forest. 

Half an hour passes, the minutes are interminable. 
We grow restless, apprehensive. We wait impatiently 
with straining eyes and ears for a sign of our deliverer, 
but he is not in sight. The faintest noise from the 
trembling leaves sends a chill down our spines, makes 
us shudder. 

A tardy, pale moon, lingeringly ascends the dull 
skies. Its light filters through the foliage and illumines 
the features of the immovable figures among the trees. 
I scan the faces about me. What a world of suffering 
they reflect! A nervous twitching of muscles is visible 
in all. Now and then an involuntary groan tears itself 
from some breast. I see one clasping his hands over 
his head in despair; I see another ringing his hands in 
a paroxysm of grief; I hear the convulsive sobs of 
still another. 

A light breeze runs through the forest. The trees 
overhead shake and tremble—shake and tremble as if 
imbued with our great fear. But the soldier in gray 
is not yet to be seen. 

Our knees begin to give way under us: a few sit 
down on the cold, damp grass. The subdued quietude 
of the forest, the people in their various poses, the 
pale, contemplating moon climbing upward, the falling 
waters in the gully, all in all is inspiring, all in all is 
a scene meriting the brush of the master-painter. But 
who among us sees or feels the poetic beauty of it? 
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One thought crowds into every mind: where is the 
soldier in gray, our longed for Messiah who is to lead 
us across the Red Sea and into the Promised Land? 

And he comes not. 

One hundred burning, feverish glances search for 
him; see him in every shadow, hear him at every 
sound. But he is not here. I am seized with fright, I 
shudder. We have been brought here to be betrayed! 
My tantalized, overwrought fancy works fast, paints 
before my vision scenes one more gruesome than the 
other. 

Again and again I have heard stories about the 
cruelty of the soldiers guarding the frontier, how they 
mercilessly beat those they catch stealing across the 
border. I conjure up pictures as I am driven on foot 
in chains to Siberia. Shackled in heavy chains 1 fancy 
myself being led through my native town with all my 
enemies looking on and rejoicing. A terrible dread 
possesses me, my limbs tremble, my teeth chatter, a 
cold perspiration covers my body. I endeavor to con¬ 
trol myself, to calm my tingling nerves. Methinks 
perhaps my condition is due to the cold, damp air of 
the night. Certainly it must be so. 

I look about me, and behold! The same anixety, 
the same anguish is discernable in the faces that sur¬ 
round me. I read in their eyes consternation, fear, 
terror! They are still sitting or standing, motionless 
like lifeless, clay figures, tense with perplexity, sus¬ 
pense, uncertainty. 

Suddenly a child begins to cry in its mother’s arms. 

“Hoo-hoo,” responds the forest echo. 

“Ssh! ssh!” comes from a hundred tongues. All 
spring to their feet, shake their fists, gnash their teeth 
at the offending infant. 

But the little one is not at all concerned about our 
vexation. He is seemingly indifferent to our critical 
position, he is least troubled by the fact that his cries 
may betray us and bring the border sentinels on our 
heels. 

“Hoo-hoo!” the child cries louder. 

His cries echo and re-echo through the forest, roll 
on, reverberate and fall upon our ears like a huge wail¬ 
ing of a thousand weeping voices. 

“Lost! Lost!” repeats the mocking bird in the 
distance. 

“Caught! Arrested!” responds the running brook. 

The mother violently shakes the child in her arms. 
She nestles him closer to her bosom, pets him, fondles 
him, but of no avail. We are lost! There seems to be 
no way out! No remedy! 

In the pale moonlight I catch a glimpse of the 
mother’s countenance. I spring back in terror. Her 
black eyes are lit up by a mad, wild, muderous flame. 
Frantically, with trembling hands, she draws the child 
closer and closer to her breast as if trying to choke the 
little life out of it. 

The tall, Russian peasant, who killed his brother 
in an altercation over a guinea pig, runs up to the 
mother, reaches out his hands for the crying child. He 
tells her he will pacify it, he has a way, he possesses 
an amulet which charms babies. 

“Don’t give him the child! Don’t,” I cry out sav¬ 
agely, and with one leap find myself between the child 
and the murderer. 

My voice reverberates like a peal of thunder and 


throws into a quandry the terror-stricken people. They 
scatter, falling to the ground as if carried off their 
feet by an earthquake. 

Suddenly, from among the trees a soldier appears. 
It is the soldier in gray who is to take us across the 
black border! He gnashes his teeth and waves his 
gun threateningly at the woman with the crying child. 

“Make it shut up or we are lost!” he mumbles in- 
corherently. 

We turn to the mother and gaze at her helplessly, 
beseechingly, with tearful eyes. To our amazement, the 
child ceases crying, apparently hypnotized by the 
looks of a hundred tormented souls. 

“Thank Heaven 1” we breathe freely. 

The soldier signals to us, starts running and we 
follow like dumb driven cattle. Burdened with our 
luggage, we run on, our teapots slung over our should¬ 
ers rattling like cow-bells. Presently he orders us to 
stop. We obey like trained soldiers. He takes a few 
steps forward, a few steps to the right, a few to the 
left, stops, looks and listens. We crane our necks try¬ 
ing to ascertain the cause for our delay. 

“Back!” he suddenly exclaims in a muffled voice. 

We turn about, retrace our hasty steps to the forest 
and fall in a heap on the wet grass, panting for breath. 

“Forward!” we hear the soldier cry again. 

We are exhausted, but we spring up and follow him 
once more. We run across a plowed field, we run, 
we fall, we rise and run again. On and on we 
speed, faster and faster, steadily increasing our pace, 
seeing and heeding nothing but the form in gray be¬ 
fore us. 

Finally we reach another narrow ravine like the one 
we crossed. We stop. This gully, we are told, is the 
dividing line between Germany and Russia. One 
jump and we are out of danger. 

Several of our men are divested of their coats. The 
soldier spreads the coats on the grass at the edge of 
the ravine so as to leave no imprint of our footsteps. 
We are directed to jump. We do so, summoning all 
our reserve strength in the endeavor. 

We arc across the Black Border! A few hundred 
yards away stands a house, a German inn, we are in¬ 
formed. We run toward it with an impetus that is 
astounding. Our short but eventful journey comes to 
an end. 

The dawn creeps in slowly like a laggard. The first 
gray light of the day greets us as we near the inn. We 
wipe away the perspiration dropping from our fore¬ 
heads. We look at one another mutely benign, with 
smilling faces. 

I <- r o over to the soldier, embrace him and try to force 
my purse into his hand. Others follow my example 
and he is surrounded bv agitated men, weeping women. 
They bless him, they kiss him, they give him money. 

“Oh, not at all! Not at all!” the soldier protests, 
good-naturedly hiding his hands. “I’ve been paid for 
my work. Good luck to you all.” 

A heart-rending cry suddenly fills the air. I tremble 
from head to foot and look apprehensively about me. 
Hard by stands the mother, staring wildly at the chilcT 
that lies dead—choked to death in her arms. In the 
gray morning light his little face looks bluish, but it 
is peaceful, calm, as if in deep slumber. 

In the distance the dew-bathed forest scintillates in 
the first rays of the rising sun. 
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A Symposium on Zionism by Leading Reform Rabbis of the country 

A circular letter addressed to a large number of reform rabbis by the Zionist organization through a special committee 
composed of Dr. Max Raisin, Dr. Max Heller and Dr. Martin A. Meyer, has elicited a batch of interesting replies, given here¬ 
with as a contribution to an understanding of the position of reform rabbis on the Zionist question. Dr. Philipson's view, that 
one of the dogmas of reform Judaism is a denial of the nationalistic aspirations of the Jewish people is not shared by many of 
his colleagues. There is no doubt that a great deal of the dogmatic opposition to Zionism has disappeared during the past few 
years. These letters are published with the consent of the writers.—-Editor. 


"Zioniam is Antithesis of Reform." 

Cincinnati, O., October 16, 1916. 
Dear Colleagues: 

Your appeal to the “Reform Rabbinate 
in America” in behalf of Zionism, a copy 
of which has reached me is, in all truth, a 
surprising performance, to say the least. 
It is to be admired more for its zeal than 
for its discretion. In your zeal for the 
Zionist cause you assume an attitude to¬ 
wards those of us who are non-Zionists 
which I, for one, cannot permit to pass un¬ 
noticed and unchallenged. 

I do not know whence you draw your 
information that the “best Reform elements 
are willing to admit that it (Zionism) has 
accomplished wonders in bringing about a 
spiritual and religious renaissance, etc.” 
You may have sources of information that 
are closed to me, but, as far as I know, it 
is claimed generally by reformers that the 
renaissance which the Zionists are attribut¬ 
ing constantly to Zionism is neither spirit¬ 
ual nor religious but nationalistic and cul¬ 
tural. This constitutes one of our main 
points of criticism and dissent. Zionism 
qua Zionism, as conceived by Herzl and as 
interpreted by its most acclaimed leaders, 
Nordau in Europe and Brandeis in Amer¬ 
ica, neither of whom has taken any active 
part in the religious side of Jewish life, 
spells secular nationalism and not spiritual 
religionism. Zionism is the Jewish coun¬ 
terpart of that latter day preachment of na¬ 
tionalism which is finding its logical and 
frightful expression in the murderous war 
across the sea. Zionism interprets the term 
“the Jewish people” to mean a small poli¬ 
tico-national unit such as is Serbia or Mon¬ 
tenegro (as in fact one. of its leading 
spokesmen has declared) while we non- 
Zionists conceive the Jewish people to be 
an international religious people united by 
spiritual and not politico-national bonds. 
That famous Biblical phrase that speaks of 
Israel as “a unique people in the earth” 
makes the matter very clear. A unique 
people! How unique? In that it is dif¬ 
ferent from every other people. Without a 
country or a political organization of its 
own, this people, living in all lands and 
part of all nations, was to become unique 
through its spiritual message and its in¬ 
ternational character. Thus has it hap¬ 
pened and so is it to-day. The solution of 
the so called “Jewish problem” lies in the 
complete realization of this ideal through 
the obtaining of freedom and equal rights 
for Jews in all lands. 

I can not but resent the implication of 
unfairness on the part of us who are non- 
Zionists when you write “we appeal to your 
sense of fair play to judge the movement, 
etc.” Because we do not see as you would 
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have us see, are we therefore unfair? It 
were easy to respond with a tu quoque- 
But that would be calling names and not 
argument. You also say “we are confident 
that an unbiased study of what Zionism 
has accomplished, will induce you to greater 
consideration of its claims, etc.” Would 
you imply that those of your colleagues 
who are not sympathetic with Zionism have 
taken snap judgment? that we have not 
given unbiased study to the movement? 
This is a very serious charge. We non- 
Zionists, too, have given and are giving 
constant attention and thought to Judaism 
and Jewish interests. If we have reached 
certain conclusions antagonistic to Zionis- 
tic contentions, you will grant, I hope, that 
these conclusions are based upon study and 
reflection as sincere as you claim for your¬ 
selves in your espousal of Zionism. 

You are making an especial plea to Re¬ 
form Rabbis in the interest of Zionism. As 
one who has given some study to the his¬ 
tory and significance of the Reform move¬ 
ment, I can only say that, to my mind. 
Zionism is the antithesis to the very funda¬ 
mentals of the reform movement in whose 
name you address us. What your under¬ 
standing of the reform movement may be 
I know not. But if it be in a line with the 
interpretation of Judaism as set forth by 
the founders of our reform movement, 
Geiger and IToldheim, Wise and Einhorn 
and the others, then it passes my compre¬ 
hension how you can square your Zionism 
with the prophetic universalism which is 
the very essence of our Reform movement. 
May I suggest, as you suggest to us, mere¬ 
ly changing your words to suit the case that 
“I am confident that an unbiased study of 
what the Reform movement stands for may 
convince you of the incompatibility of poli¬ 
tico-nationalistic Zionism with the funda¬ 
mental teachings of the Reform movement.” 
I would not presume to make this sugges¬ 
tion had you not shown me the way by 
implying that we non-Zionists had jumped 
to our conclusions without sufficient un¬ 
biased study of the subject in hand. 

I can not but marvel as to what has led 
you to conduct this propaganda for Zion¬ 
ism among your colleagues. Is this a form 
of missionary activity? Are you looking 
upon us non-Zionists as needing conversion 
to Zionism to insure our salvation much as 
Christian missionaries look upon Jews? 
Your letter smacks somewhat of this. Can 
you not grant that we non-Zionists have as 
good ground for our interpretation of Ju¬ 
daism as you have for yours? Far would 
it have been from me to have addressed to 
Zionistic colleagues a letter similar in tone, 
appealing to their “sense of fair play” and 
bidding them devote “unbiased study” to 


the antagonistic attitude of Reform Judai- 
ism to the theory of Zionism. I should have 
considered this entirely too presumptuous. 

With best wishes for your welfare, I am, 
in the spirit of devotion to Judaism, 
Sincerely yours, 

DAVID PHI UPSON. 

* * * 

Not Hostile. 

New York, N. Y., October 20, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

At present, I am not a member of any 
Zionist organization; although I have at 
various times, in the past, belonged and 
contributed to Zionist organizations both 
in South Bend and five years ago at Cam¬ 
bridge, England, during a short stay at the 
University. 

I am not hostile to Zionism. Indeed I 
admire it. I look upon Dr. Herzl as one 
of the rare souls of Jewish History. The 
enthusiasm and idealism of my numerous 
Zionist friends is captivating. 

My reason for not being actively en¬ 
gaged in the Zionist cause is the feeling 
that other fields of Judaism stand in great¬ 
er need of cultivation. It is the behest of 
Religion, in the loftiest sense of the term, 
that the inner life of men be duly stressed. 
The extent of the human soul’s indepen¬ 
dence of outward things and the paramount 
importance of inward qualifications are 
truths which we, Jewish people, are, even 
in our religious work, prone to overlook. 
Zionism, with all of its charm and even 
promise is yet a species of faith in the ex¬ 
ternal. There is no need to contest that 
particular kind of faith; there is however 
need to call attention to the deeper verities. 

Sympathetic though I am toward Zion¬ 
ism, I am therefore avoiding active and 
open affiliation with its propaganda. 

In the person of our great leader, Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, the Free Synagogue is 
obviously contributing a significant quota 
to the Zionist cause. 

Trusting that this complies with the re¬ 
quest in your letter, 

I am 

Most cordially, 

ABRAHAM CRONBACHf. 

* * * 

To the Contrary. 

Houston, Texas, October 15, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

As long as Judaism is not an integral' 
plank in the Zionist platform, and its lead¬ 
ers—-as in this city'—are mainly “religion¬ 
less” I cannot take any interest in it. 

H. BARN STEIN. 
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Has National Pride. 

Cincinnati. O., October 22, 1916. 
Gentlemen : 

Your committee of conversionists has 
an easy task in my case. I am not a Zion¬ 
ist in the sense of the Basel platform, for 1 
do not believe in the feasibility of the au¬ 
tonomous commonwealth, and do not be¬ 
lieve that even if all obstacles were over¬ 
come, such a “Judenstaat” would be a rem¬ 
edy for the evil from which we are suffer¬ 
ing. I am, however, in hearty sympathy 
with anything tending to improve the con¬ 
ditions of Palestine, not merely from a so¬ 
ciological point of view', but from what you 
might call, national pride. In other words, 
if it becomes possible to convert all 
Schnorrers of Palestine into carpet weav¬ 
ers, and wine growers, I shall not merely 
rejoice at this fact because poor devils have 
been raised to a decent standard of life, but 
because it would do me good to hear of 
Jerusalem rugs being spoken of in the same 
way as Smyrna rugs, and Rislion L’Zion 
wine being the equal of Bordeaux, or Nir- 
ensteiner. Such attempts will always have 
my heartiest support. 

Sincerely yours, 

G. DEUTSCH. 

! * * * 

“I am not a Zionist.” 

Baltimore, Md., October 11, 1916. 
Dear Sirs: 

Your circular letter of October 10th is 
before me. In reply to the same I beg to 
state: 

1. That I am not a Zionist. 

2. There exists no hope of my becoming 
a Zionist. My reasons are the following: 

(a) I do not believe that Zionism, as a 
distinct movement in any one of its vari¬ 
ous phases, is compatible with the philos¬ 
ophy of Jewish history. 

(b) I am opposed to splitting up Israel 
at any time into opposing parties, which an 
organized Zionism differentiating itself 
from people not affiliating with it, is cal¬ 
culated to bring about. 

(c) I do not care to ally myself with 
any party in Israel having a distinct label 
and thus aid in abetting that division of 
Israel to which I just referred. 

Yours sincerely, 

WILLIAM ROSENAU. 

[ * ♦ * 

A “Choveve” Zionist. 

Hasleton, Pa., October 24, 1916. 
Dear Colleagues: 

I have the communication of the 10th 
from your committee before me, and in re¬ 
sponding thereto at this time pray excuse 
me for not doing so before owing to holi¬ 
day rush and stress of labor. I shall be 
jbrief. 

I am not affiliated with the Zionist move¬ 
ment, not because I am a Reformed Jew, 
but because I am a Jew. I recognize the 
great awakening in Jewry produced by Zion¬ 
ists, who are to-day in sectionalism as many 
as varied as are Jew's in relation to Juda¬ 
ism. Years ago I was a worker in the 
ranks of the Choveve Zion, in fact a secre¬ 
tary of one of the London tents (Eng.). 
T do not favor the establishment of a Jew¬ 
ish State in Palestine, yet. I am a religious 
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Zionist. I would w'ork for the erection of 
a Jewish University and a Jewish religious 
centre in Jerusalem. I would do all I can, 
from pulpit and in press, to promote Jew¬ 
ish Colonies in Palestine. Politically, how¬ 
ever, I am not a Zionist. 

I have found in my wanderings and ob¬ 
servations that a large number of the mem¬ 
bership of local Zionist societies are social¬ 
istic, and know nothing or very little of 
Zionism. I must admit that there is room 
for much work in this direction. 

With hearty greetings, 

Yours fraternally and sincerely, 

MONTAGUE N. A. COHEN. 

* * * 

Is with Us. 

Avondale, Cincinnati, O., October 16, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

You know, and I want to assure you 
again, that I am profoundly interested in 
Zionism and shall be glad to speak and 
w'rite in its behalf. 

With kind regards, believe me. 

Most sincerely, 

JACOB H. KAPLAN. 

* * * 

A Jew of the Zionist Variety. 

255 West 97th Street, October 11, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

I must be entirely frank in my answer 
to your circular as to where I stand with 
regard to Zionism. Your circular is ad¬ 
dressed by Reform Rabbis to Reform Rab¬ 
bis. I naturally refuse to consider myself 
a Reform rabbi—and my Zionism is back 
of this refusal. However, you did not in¬ 
quire if I am a rabbi of the Reform variety, 
you asked to know if I am a Jew of the 
Zionist variety. I am saying nothing new 
to you in declaring that I was, am, and 
always will be a Zionist. My activity along 
Zionist lines is not very extended, com¬ 
prising as it does one or two addresses a 
year at Zionist gatherings. None regrets 
this more than myself. I should be willing 
to associate myself with Zionist propa¬ 
ganda more closely; although—I must be 
candid—there is the barely surmountable 
temperamental difficulty in the way, namely, 
that it is well-nigh impossible for a Hun¬ 
garian Jew to adjust himself to the angles 
of the Russo-Jewish character. However, 
in the interest of the cause, one would be 
willing to make a great many concessions. 
The chief difficulty, I believe, lies in the 
fact that the Federation has never tried to 
attract, with all possible seriousness and 
energy, all the available Zionistic forces. 
Possibly—and this is my impression—the 
official construction of the Federation as to 
what constitutes a Zionist is too narrow. It 
needs to be widened and made less techni¬ 
cal, in order to include such as are not 
Shekel-sellers, or cannot for other reasons 
be made into more parts of a machine. 

I ask, with all candor, and with no per¬ 
sonal bias, whether an organization that 
neglects its own assets can ever effectively 
promote the cause it stands for? 

Yours truly, 

JOEL BLAU. 


Yes, and Appeciative. 

New York, N. Y., October 11, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

I have received your circular letter, sent 
on behalf of the Federation of American 
Zionists. In reply I beg to say that I have 
been a Zionist for many years. 

I fear, however, that I cannot do much 
to further the cause, as my work lies in 
other directions, my active hours being 
spent with prisoners and hospital patients. 

I entirely agree that the Zionist move¬ 
ment has already done much to vitalize 
present-day Judaism. Its past achievements 
are but a harvest of greater things to come. 
Yours sincerely, 

HARRY L. LEWIS. 

* * * 

Willing to do Propaganda. 

Charleston, S. C., October 16, 1916. 
Dear Sirs: 

In reply to your kind favor of the 10th 
inst., I wish to state that I have always 
been in thorough sympathy with the Zion¬ 
ist cause, and that I shall be very glad to 
do propaganda work in its behalf as far 
as my time and circumstances will permit. 
Any literature on the subject which you 
may send me will be appreciated by, 

Faithfully yours, 

JACOB S. RAISIN. 

* * * 

In Sympathy, 

Paducah, Kentucky, October 17, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

In reply to yours of the 10th inst., I 
must answer that I am not a Zionist, but 
that you can certainly count me in hearty 
sympathy with the philanthropic and hu¬ 
manitarian aspects of your work, and can 
call upon me for aid in any effort of that 
nature. As to the strictly cultural aspects 
of your activities, it can be taken for 
granted that any rabbi, or any person who 
is devoting his life to Jewish education and 
Jewish religion, is enlisted in the same 
w r ork, though often from a different angle, 
and that anything partaking of the nature 
of Jewish education, whether in America, 
Palestine, or any other country, has my 
support. This excludes me only from your 
political ideal and your party organization, 
as I see it, but makes us co-workers in 
many great tasks both here and abroad. 

Sincerely' yours, 

LEE J. LEVINGER. 

* * * 

Will Give Service. 

New York, N. Y., October 11, 1916. 
Dear Sirs: 

Replying to your circular letter of the 
10th, I beg to say that I shall be very glad 
to co-operate with you in extending your 
propaganda on behalf of Zionism, in any 
way within my power. If you care to in¬ 
dicate what direction my activity should 
take. I should be glad to receive your sug¬ 
gestion. 

Very truly yours, 

GEORGE E. KOHUT. 
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Ito-Zionist. 

Huntington Park, Cal., October 17, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

I am in receipt of your communication. 
In reply shall state to you that I am a 
Zionist to the extent that I should like to 
see a refuge (Palestine preferred) for our 
persecuted brethren; a home where they 
can enjoy full freedom. There are no 
Jews living here in this city. Kindly send 
me some literature and oblige 
Yours fraternally, 

SIGMUND FREY. 

* * * 

Will Study Question. 

Allentown, Pa., October 16, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

I am not a Zionist in that I do not be¬ 
lieve in the establishment of a state in Pal¬ 
estine or anywhere else for the purpose of 
advancing or effecting the political or cul¬ 
tural status of the Jew. I am a national¬ 
ist in the sense of believing in the establish¬ 
ment of a religious, social, and psychologi¬ 
cal unity among all the Jews of the world. 
But I do not feel that the latter can be 
accomplished or should be accomplished, 
except by the concerted efforts of the Jew¬ 
ish communities in their respective coun¬ 
tries. I have never agitated strongly 
against Zionism, although I have never 
failed to express my disapproval of it 
wherever the occasion demanded it. I can¬ 
not say that I have made a thorough study 
of the subject, although I intend, during 
the coming year to give it complete con¬ 
sideration, and then take a most definite 
and aggressive stand on the question. I 
fully realize, I believe, its growing power 
and influence, but I am inclined to think 
that this new enthusiasm is only a passing 
phase of Jewish life, arisen out the unpre¬ 
cedented war conditions. I shall be happy 
to receive any literature on the subject that 
you may see fit to send me, and I assure 
you that such literature will be given the 
deepest consideration. I hope at all times 
to be fair and equitable to the cause of 
Zionism. 

Trusting that my reply has been definite 
enough for your purpose, and emphasizing 
that the above has only been a statement 
of my beliefs on the subject, and not a 
brief of argument against it, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

JACOB TARSH1SH. 

* * * 

“A Hurtful Influence.” 

Waco, Texas, October 14, 1916. 
Dear Colleagues: 

In answer to your circular letter of Octo¬ 
ber 10th, permit me to say that I cannot 
join the Zionist movement because I 
consider it impractical. To sympathize 
with the movement because it has stirred 
up some few among those who heretofore 
had been entirely indifferent to Jewish in¬ 
terests, does not sound to me to be good 
logic. At best, such a stimulus is arti¬ 
ficial and accomplishes nothing. You are 
aware of the fact that I am always ready 
to co-operate with intense earnestness in 
all activities that promises to help the Jew¬ 
ish cause; but I am of firm conviction 
that political Zionism, instead of helping, is 
a hurtful influence. 

With kindest regards, and wishing you 
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every possible success in your field of ac¬ 
tivity, 

Yours very faithfully, 

I. WARSAW. 

* * * 

Is with Us. 

Cincinnati, O., October 13, 1916. 
Dear Colleagues: 

I suppose you know my position on the 
question from many articles I have pub¬ 
lished in the course of the last twenty years 
or so, some of them quite recently. 

Very cordially vours, 

D. NEWMARK. 

* * * 

Will Render Service. 

Williamsport, Pa., October 24, 1916. 
Dear Colleagues: 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your es¬ 
teemed favor of the 10th inst., and in reply 
will say that I am not a Zionist, but have 
never been antagonistic toward the move¬ 
ment, on the contrary, have always looked 
upon it favorably. I shall be pleased, 
whenever opportunity offers itself to speak 
on the subject in the Temple and other pub¬ 
lic occasions and shad be glad if I can 
render any service to the cause. 

With fraternal greetings, I am, 

Yours very sincerely, 

E. ELLINGER. 

* * * 

Impartial. 

Dayton, Ohio, October 25, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

In response to the circular letter sent out 
by a committee under the chairmanship of 
Dr. Max Raisin, I beg to say that while I 
cannot see my way to champion the cause 
of Zionism, I have always tried in the past 
and shall continue in the future to present 
the cause fairly and honestly and I believe 
sympathetically to my congregation. 

Very sincerely vours, 

DAVID LEFKOWITZ. 

* * * 

Is Interested. 

Lincoln, Neb., October 25, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

I’m in receipt of the favor of 10th inst. 
of your committee and desire to assure you 
of my interest in the Zionist movement. 
While not affiliated with your Federation, 
I’m willing to study its claims and litera¬ 
ture in order to be fair to its position. Any 
literature you may desire to send which is 
not accessible I shall gladly receive. 

Sincerely yours, 

JACOB SINGER. 

* * * 

Strictly Neutral. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., October 14, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

In reply to your letter of October 10th, 
I beg to assure you of my sincere apprecia¬ 
tion of your very cordial letter. It was 
very good of you to draw my attention to 
this matter, and I am grateful to you for 
the friendly spirit you manifest. 

Yours very sincerelv, 

I. LEONARD LEVY. 

* * * 

Keeps the Peace. 

Jackson, Term., October 13, 1916. 
Gent'emen: 

I am not a Zionist, but I am not an anti- 
Zionist. I have never abused nor spoken 


an ill word against your association. If I 
disagree with you I claim the right to my 
own opinion. The cause of Judaism is dear 
to my heart, and I devoted in America 
forty odd years to that cause. But I do 
not believe in political Zionism as it pre¬ 
vailed a few years ago and is, perhaps, yet 
rampant among many; therefore I have 
kept my peace. 

I am a man very far advanced in life, 
and my health is rapidly failing, hence I 
can no more take an active part in any en¬ 
terprise, and only attend to my routine 
work. I gladly admit that you have done 
good work, and wish you further success. 

Most cordially yours, 

JOSEPH BOGEN. 

* * * 

Four “Ifs.” 

Baltimore, Md., October 13, 1916. 
Gentlemen: 

Your communication has been received. 

I am not a Zionist because I am not a 
politico-nationalist Jew. 

If the Zionists would come out with a 
four square statement defining exactly what 
their hopes and claims are, if the Zionists 
would repudiate the establishment of a 
political entity in Palestine, if the Zionists 
would repudiate a politico-nationalistic in¬ 
terpretation of Jewish history, and if, on 
the other hand, they would declare that 
their sole intention is to encourage settle¬ 
ment in Palestine and further Jewish life 
there, they would probably have the co¬ 
operation of great numbers of American 
Jews wdio are at present their opponents. 

Sincerely yours, 

MORRIS S. LAZARON. 

* * * 

“Zionism Firm.” 

Los Angeles, Cal., October 17, 1916. 
Dear Colleagues: 

After a careful perusal of your circular 
letter, I beg leave to reply that my attitude 
toward Zionism has been and is the same 
as yours in every stated particular, and 
so I do not in the least hesitate to give an 
affirmative answer to every one of your 
questions. In fact, I have found Zionism 
firm in its very inception, whenever and 
wherever opportunity offered I have in¬ 
variably championed its cause. I have 
always believed, and frankly avowed, that 
it is the duty of every loyal and faithful 
Jew to labor with all his might and main 
towards one and the same ideal, aim and 
end : "Building up Palestine as a refuge of 
safety and the center of a many-sided 
Jewish renaissance,” but under the suz¬ 
erainty of some safe occidented power, 
under strong international guarantees. 

Indeed from the very start of the move¬ 
ment I have been and still am of the same 
opinion, that for the final success of Zion¬ 
ism a Jewish cultural basis is absolutely 
necessary. Needless to add that you may 
address me again on the subject if oc¬ 
casion demands, and that I shall be only 
too glad to serve the Palestine interests 
in the future as I have done in the past. 

With fraternal greetings, I am trustfully 
vours, 

MICHAEL G. SOLOMON. 
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The Story of the Transfer Department 
By JACOB de HAAS 


Among the war achievements of the Zionist organization the 
transfer department established by the Provisional Zionist Com¬ 
mittee will distinctly rank as an accomplishment and perhaps 
because it is an accomplishment those who habitually find fault 
with every Zionist effort may find fault with it. 

When in October, 1914, it became apparent that the develop¬ 
ment of the war would involve tens of thousands of Jews in 
misery and the first steps were taken to organize a general re¬ 
lief committee, there was presented to the Provisional Zionist 
Committee the following suggestions: The adequate relief of 
the Jews in Russia and Galicia would cost about $15,000,000 a 
y ear —even $30,000,000 was spoken of—but according to the 
general information available about $13,000,00 a year was being 
forwarded by Jews in this country to Jews in Europe. If safe 
methods were found for the transmission of monies to the war 
zones, it could be assumed that those supplying these $13,000,000 
would at least supply that amount for their relatives and in all 
probability they could be induced to send much more. If this 
money were transmitted, a great deal of relief money would still 
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The Transfer Department—Receiving Applications 

be necessary, but if this transmission was not arranged for, then 
the stoppage of normal supplies would seriously aggravate the 
evil conditions that the war would produce. 

The members of the Provisional Zionist Committee saw the 
point and submitted it to the organization conference of the 
American Jewish Relief Committee. The suggestion was brushed 
aside, insistence merely obtaining consent to mention this kind 
of work in the general appeal. There the matter rested for a 
few weeks. Then the Provisional Zionist Committee found itself 
face to face with an intimate problem. Money was needed for 
Palestine. The PZC had to send money to Palestine. There 
were other individuals clamoring to send money to Palestine. 
The PZC thereupon opened the Transfer Department. Subse¬ 
quently other agencies undertook a certain amount of this work 
for Europe. Then again they dropped it for Europe. The PZC 
took it up for Europe as well. Now the PZC acts as transfer 
agent with the approval of the United States Government for 
all creeds, races and nationalities in this country to all manners 
of peoples in the war zones. The Palestinian account was 
opened Oct. 26, 1914, the European on June 2, 1915. 

The Transfer Department has never solicited business be¬ 
cause it had no desire to interfere with banks that make a busi¬ 
ness of foreign exchange. Also it has avoided the possibility of 
coming into competition with other organizations. Nevertheless, 
it has been a remarkably successful undertaking. The mpre so 
as it has not courted publicity, the more so in that the transfer 
department does not call in all the newspaper men when it re¬ 


ceives lists of from five to ten thousand names of people in 
Europe, who seek relief from their relatives in this country. 
Such incidents are part of the routine that the transfer depart¬ 
ment has undertaken. 

Since the department has opened it has practically trans¬ 
mitted $1,000 a day for every working day to Palestine during 
the last two years. The European account is equal to about a 
third of that sum. 

Let us look at this operation from several points of view. 
First, as to policy. The Zionist Movement is not a philanthropic 
agency. Its nationalistic doctrine teaches self-help, yet the war 
has slightly deflected Zionist operations. In Germay the Zionist 
organization has devoted itself mainly to acting as an agency 
for gifts to the Jewish soldiers in the trenches: in England 
the Zionists aided at least for a time in doing similar relief; 
in Russia and Poland the Zionists have been very much inter¬ 
ested in the work of maintaining the Hebrew Schools in their 
localities so that the deflection is more or less on the same line 
everywhere. In the Llnited States the local Zionist groups have 
thrown themselves whole heartedly into the task of raising gen¬ 
eral relief funds. 

As an operation the transfer department has kept the Zionists 
of the world busy. The Copenhagen Bureau, the Constantinople 
office, the Actions Comite of Berlin, the Palestina Amt, the 
Austrian Zionist Organization and the Roumanian Zionist Or¬ 
ganization—all have been kept active during the war by the 
transfer department of the PZC. The Zionist Movement is an 
international movement. Most international movements are such 
on paper. In our case, the transfer work has riveted all the 
links into a common chain. The internationalism is not a theory, 
it is an operating fact. 

If a Syrian brings money to one of our offices for a relative 
in Aleppo, a dozen Zionists scattered throughout the world 
handle that particular account from sender to receiver without 
demur or discussion. From that point of view the Zionist or¬ 
ganization is a reality, not a theoretical union. In the Orient 
the operations of the department have become so automatic and 
responsible that it is to the Zionist agency that everybody turns, 
even the responsible officers of Governments. If the Zionist 
organization had sought a way of creating prestige for itself 
throughout Asia Minor, advertising its existence, trying to make 
clear the fact of its existence to everybody, Jew, Armenian, 
Greek and Syrian, it would have devised no better plan. In the 
interests of political development organizations often find it 
necessary to establish their own press in order to influence the 
opinion of the people of the country. Such campaigns of pub¬ 
licity are extremely expensive. The records of the Inner Actions 
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Comite would show more than one liberal expenditure in Europe 
on that account. The transfer department has done this work 
at no extra cost. A man in Smyrna or Baalbek, in Jerusalem, 
Haifa or Safed receives at the hand of a Jew ( a Zionist) money 
that more often than not, he does not know has been sent to 
him. He gets the full value of the original remittance at the 
rate of exchange on the day he receives his money. He signs 
a receipt. That receipt travels back until at the end of the 
chain it comes into the hand of the original sender. That which 
has been done elaborately in Palestine up to now is being done 
with the same great care and devotion to detail in Europe. The 
non-Jew, Russian or Lithuanian, comes into the Transfer Depart¬ 
ment in New York or elsewhere, experiences a new sensation; 
trusting himself to unknown Jews, who as a matter of routine, 
promise through other unknown Jews to deliver his father or 
mother his gift in some obscure town, or to hunt up the man 


then stepping aside as though if he expected some trick of 
legerdemain to be performed and the money to fly straight to 
Syria. The strange silence invited the question why he came, 
and who had sent him. Then he produced a letter in beautiful 
Arabic caligraphv and read from it slowly. Written away up in 
the Lebanon, he was told to go to the Zionist office, deposit the 
money, "ask no questions”—the Zionists w r ould deliver the cash— 
and having been admonished to ask no questions, he asked none. 

And that story has repeated itself a hundred times in differ¬ 
ent ways and places. So that these populations in Smyrna or 
Bucharest, or Bialostok with whom the Zionists will have to act 
in one way or another in the future, are in this crisis understand¬ 
ing, that the Zionist is willing to be a messenger of good tidings, 
a friend and a brother. Beyond this non-Jewish prestige so 
valuable, there is the Jewish prestige. The Zionist vouchers 
spread throughout the occupied territories, making clear 
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Reduced facsimiles of receipts 
given in different places by the 
recipients of moneys sent through 
the Transfer Department. Six 
emanate from the Warsaw Of¬ 
fice, but represent accounts in 
widely scattered towns, the 
names of which can be clearly 
read in the facsimiles. The re¬ 
ceipt marked 10947 comes from 
the Russian side of the war 
zone- The long receipt, entirely 
in Hebrew, No. 6714, is an order 
made payable on the Provisional 
Committee, in Palestine, and is 
typical of the "checks" issued 
by the Palestina Amt on account 
of the Transfer Department. 


or woman in some still more remote village. To find that a 
neighbor experimented safely in the same way may have brought 
him to the office, or being a non-citizen he may have received 
advice from the Bureau of Accounts, of the State Department 
at Washington, advising him that he can safely entrust his 
money to the Zionists. 

The Greeks, whom the Zionist organization suggests should 
trust their own Greek patriarchs, and the Roumanians and so 
many others,—are they not getting a new view of the Jew and 
are they not spreading this new view amongst their fellows and 
is not this new view, that of the Jew rendering world service, 
exactly the view that we would like them to have of us. The 
transfer department was not started to achieve political prestige, 
but the significance became apparent when one day a Syrian 
walked into the office and silently put down $200 and painfully 
read out an address in Syria to which he wished this money sent, 

November, igi6 


to the Jews there who is doing the day’s labor irk 
this country and who is doing the day’s labor in their coun¬ 
try, and the attests of government officials as witnesses to the 
receipts of money, all these facts have the eloquence of facts. 

We must lay stress on this without elaborating too much 
on the machinery through which the operation is carried on, 
because, unfortunately, we live in a world in which there are anti- 
Zionists as well as Zionists, very bitter anti-Zionists, men who 
would very willingly and very gladly rob the Zionist organization 
of every manner of prestige—deny its honesty and sincerity and 
usefulness and whatever else they could succeed in denying. 
Their business in America is to oppose the Zionist organization; 
their business in Europe is to oppose the Zionist organization; 
their business everywhere is to oppose the Zionist idea in what 
ever form it may manifest itself anywhere. In the past their 
success has been due in no small measure to the prestige of the 
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purse. They strictly believe that he who pays the Jewish piper 
has the right to call the non-Jewish tune. We ought not to be 
shocked at this. If one could be sufficiently objective about 
Jewish life one might say this is the logic of the game. You are 
either very much for or very much against. Experience shows 
us that those who are very much for us are nearly always very- 
much against us. 

The Zionist organization has therefore won through this agency 
not only the prestige that comes of expressed and active goodwill, 
but some of the prestige that comes to the successful banker 
because he is a good banker. If we presumed that it cost the 
PZC $20,000 a year for each year of the war to bring into the 
war zones among the embittered peoples a new sentiment that 
the Jew, himself a sufferer, is still the servant of humanity, it 
would be very difficult for anybody to argue against this expendi¬ 
ture. Instead, this result is the profit of the transfer department, 
day by day. Now look at it from the practical point of view. 
First, no other agency is doing the work in the same way, that is, 
with the same measure of success. In Palestine no other agency- 
can do it at all for there we are on our own ground. Because 
we have a really well-drilled mechanism composed of self-sacri¬ 
ficing human beings, Jew r s who do the work because they- want to 
do that work, we have been able for the sake of a woman in 
Salem to discover a missing mother who, herded amongst 15,000 
refugees from Palestine, was discovered within forty-eight 
hours of the dispatch of the cable from this end, amongst the 
poor and the lowly of Alexandria. Fifty percent of all the 
money sent to Europe and sixty-six per cent of the money sent 
to Palestine has been properly acknowledged. If anyone 
takes into account that the round trip for the mail to Palestine 
takes more than three months, one must realize that that per¬ 
centage is close to perfection. It is therefore no matter of 
wonder that the PZC receives testimonials such as the following: 

"1 am sending you a dollar and am very thankful for the 
good work you are doing. I have sent money three times 
through a bank and the remittances were returned because my 
relatives could not be located. It is only through your office 

that they were found and given the money I sent them ’ -. 

“This Yom Kip fur was Simchath Torah for me, because, after 
receiving my wife’s signatures (on receipts) I see that my dear¬ 
est friend is living.” 

The transfer adventures are thrilling. A Syrian leaves Amer¬ 
ica intending to go to Lebanon and finds himself in Australia 
and from away up country sends an English banknote to an 
American friend which through the Zionist transfer department 
naturally reaches its destination—a hamlet on the slopes of the 
Lebanon to which he set out for its safe defence. Beirut 
mails to the N. Y. Zionist office in order to reach Jaffa and there 


are other far more odd criss-crossings made by- checks and drafts 
which can only be related when the war is over and all the world 
is neutral again. And with the aid of the U. S. Government 
all the money passes on its long journies through the safe and 
neutral hands. The transfer department has compromised no 
individual anywhere by making him the recipient of money from 
the hands of an opposing belligerent even though that belligerent 
merely acts as an agent; for the Polish Jews, a Polish Com¬ 
mittee; for the Palestine Jews, a Palestine Committee; for the 
Roumanian Jews, a Roumanian Committee. It is a hard thing to 
maintain neutrality. It is the duty of a Jewish organization, 
particularly of the Zionist organization to do so. The transfer 
department, its officers studying the map with every change in 
the tide of battle, keeping in close touch with everyone of its 
agencies and bureaus, has maintained neutrality in letter and 
spirit. 

Now let us look at the transfer department as a self-help 
agency. Of course it costs more than would the receiving of 
large sums in bulk and their disbursement in bulk. The money 
comes in in small sums. Each item involves the making of 
nineteen records besides the number of entries that have to be 
made in the countries where the money is received and dis¬ 
tributed and besides the work involved in the final discharge 
of each individual account. Yet if we assume that we wanted 
to collect half a million dollars for any public purpose in small 
sums one would gladly set aside ten per cent, for the raising of 
the money-, besides local expense and besides the expense of the 
distribution, then one would not be sure of the regularity of the 
income. It needed a lot of conviction and pressure to get $30,- 
000 a month for Palestine relief. The Provisional Zionist Com¬ 
mittee sends $30,000 a month to Palestine without any kind of 
pressure; without any argument, without any committee votes. 
And this money is going much further than the relief funds 
because it is helpful to individuals and not the dole and pittance 
which relief can at most afford and which at best keeps the 
recipients in a dependent position from day to day. As far as 
Palestine is concerned we know that the transfer department is 
the stable element in the public income. Incidentally it has 
thrown a great deal of light on the position of all the institu¬ 
tions in Palestine. A few years ago a great deal of interest 
was manifested in the whole charity problem of Palestine and 
it was suggested that some thousands of dollars could be use¬ 
fully spent in obtaining information about the charities in Pales¬ 
tine. By its normal operations the transfer department has ob¬ 
tained an insight into most of these questions. 

The transfer department is therefore justifying its existence 
from every point of view. It is a distinct Zionist idea; a clear 
Zionist achievement. 


THIRD ANNUAL ZIONIST FLAG DAY OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 

Dear Comrades: 

The Third Annual Flag Day will take place on Chanttkah-Sunday. December 24th (Kislev 2gth). 

It is necessary that you take up at once the work of organising the Flag Day. The National Fund income 
from regular sources is constantly diminishing through the unavoidable competition of the various war relief 
funds. It is therefore absolutely necessary that the net income from Flag Day this year should reach at least 
the amount of $25,000. This can be accomplished if each city will make it its duty to double its Flag Day in¬ 
come of last year. 

This can be achieved everywhere by enrolling more volunteers, especially adults, and by systematic organ¬ 
isation. 

It is highly desirable that meetings should be arranged, wherever possible, for Sunday night, December 
24 th, with an appropriate National Fund program. This will help greatly to give the Flag Day the character of 
a popular holiday and to popularise the National Fund for all occasions. 

Comrades, organise your committee at once, start your campaign for volunteers and lay out your plans 
for the Flag Day propaganda. Preparedness results in system and system makes the work easier and assures 
success. 

Inform us immediately of the organisation of your Flag Day Committee. Do not wait for us to remind 
you again. We have to publish the first list of cities participating in Flag Day at an early date. Let us also have 
your order for flags, literature and badges as soon as possible. 

The slogan for the Third Annual Zion Flag Day should be: DOUBLED INCOME. 

With Zion’s greetings, 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND BUREAU FOR AMERICA. 
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NEWS FROM PALESTINE 


The Maintenance of the Palestinian 
Schools. 

The Provisional Committee after hav¬ 
ing examined the school budget for Pal¬ 
estine for the year 5677 submitted by the 
Palcstina Amt, published in the last is¬ 
sue of The Maccabaean, and amounting 
to 600,000 francs, has decided to meet 
that budget to the extent of $ 50 , 700.00 
and so informed the Palestina Amt by 
cable. In replying to this, a very urgent 
plea has been received, that unless that 


budget is met by $ 120,000 and not by 
$ 50 , 700 , the entire school system in Pal¬ 
estine is in danger of destruction. "The 
depreciation of Turkish currency in Pal¬ 
estine,” says Dr. Thon, “is so enormous 
—so much so—that every dollar sent 
from America has a purchasing value of 
only about 50 c.” In view of this, Dr. 
Thon makes an urgent plea upon the 
Zionists of this country to double, if not 
triple their activities in behalf of the 
Palestinian Schools. 


Hadassah Work in Jerusalem. 

After an interval of four months Ha¬ 
dassah has at last received letters from 
Dr. Bertha Kagan, who is in charge of 
the Hadassah Policlinic in Jerusalem. It 
seems that owing to the cholera and ty¬ 
phus epidemics there has been a large 
increase in the number of applicants to 
the Policlinic. It is now the only insti¬ 
tution in Jerusalem to treat gynecologi¬ 
cal cases, as the Shaarei Zedek Hospital 
has been crowded to overflowing with 
patients suffering from infectious dis¬ 
eases. 


IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIttlllltlllMI' 

ZIONIST NEWS FROM ABROAD 


The recent Zionst Conference in War¬ 
saw is proof of the vitalizing force of 
Zionism. After all the horrors of two 
years war that they had undergone, and 
in the midst of terrible suffering they 
are at present undergoing, the Polish 
Jews met for the purpose of strengthen¬ 
ing and preserving the movement, upon 
whose progress rests their future. Zion¬ 
ists, as well as non-Zionists filled the 
large hall "Merchaz” where the Con¬ 
ference was held, to witness the pro¬ 
ceedings. It is significant that there are 
practically no anti-Zionists at oresent in 
Warsaw and the privince. The youth 
of the community is almost entirely 
within the Zionist ranks, while the older 
element, although they stand on the out¬ 
side, do not manifest their antagonism 
as in previous days. The Zionists in 
Poland are no longer subject to derision 
because of their Zionism. 

Dr. Rosenblatt, the chairman, opened 
the Conference. From the report that 
Mr. Farbstein gave, it was seen that not 
only did the Zionists do the routine work 
for the National Fund, Shkolim, etc., 
but also did a great deal of cul¬ 
tural work, the organizing of schools, 
kindergartens and evening courses. 
Active participation was also taken in 
the city elections and in the relief of 
the war sufferers. A number of the pro¬ 
vincial delegates reported on the con- 


THE WARSAW ZIONIST CONFERENCE. 

tinual growth of the movement, and they 
assured the Conference that if the ad¬ 
ministration in Warsaw will keep a 
steady communication with the Zionist 
societies of the provinces, Zionism will 
become a most powerful factor in the 
Polish communities. 

A most encouraging and satisfactory 
report was rendered by M. J. Nissen- 
baum on the conditions in Palestine after 
two years of war. He pointed out the 
hardships the Yishub in Palestine, 
and yet, even in such critical times, 
the development of Hebrew culture 
did not cease. It is necessary, he 
said, that after the war there be an 
extensive Jewish emigration to Pal¬ 
estine, and he asked the Con¬ 
ference to provide the necessary means 
for the successful operation of such a 
movement. 

"Hebrew Education” was a subject of 
much interest and debate. Herr S. L. 
Gordon, in his report on that subject, 
dwelt on the great importance of He¬ 
brew as a factor in the development of 
the nationalistic idea. He advocated the 
organization of Zionist Schools where 
Hebrew should be not only the language 
of instruction, but also the conversa¬ 
tional language. He said “It is true that 
p Zionist School is not a factory where 
Zionists are made, but it must give the 


pupils a nationalistic education. A 
School is not only a pedagogic institu¬ 
tion, but also a National institution for 
the making of a nation.” , 

"The relation of Zionists to Yiddish,” 
he continued, “is clear. Zionists recog¬ 
nize the fact that the majority of the 
people speak this language, but they can¬ 
not ascribe to it the significance of the 
National language.” 

Earnest consideration was given to the 
condition of the Zionist press. Dr. 
Klumel made an appeal in behalf of the 
“Hazefira,” the only Zionist Hebrew 
paper and also to make it possible for 
the re-appearance of the “Yiddishe 
Folk,” a Yiddish weekly. 

After a series of resolutions were 
adopted, Herr Nissenbaum delivered a 
short address in Hebrew on the achieve¬ 
ments of the Hebrew poet. H. N. Bialik, 
and of the philosopher, “Achad-Ha-am,” 
whose jubilees were celebrated this year. 

Election of officers took place at the 
last session. On the Central Committee 
the following were elected: from War¬ 
saw. Farbstein, Olschwangcr. Dr. Klum- 
cl. Seidschik, Lewin, Dzialoschinsky, and 
Nissenbaum; from Lodz. Dr. Brande 
and Hurwitz; also Sandstein of Czens- 
tochau; Perlmutter of Mlawa; Hartglas 
of Schcdlitz, and Silensky of Tamas- 
chow. 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiitiniiii 

CiENEMAL NEWS 


Zionist Unit to Go to Palestine. 

The Provisional Zionist Committee an¬ 
nounces that it has secured the consent 
of the State Department to the sending 
of a consignment of drugs to Palestine 
on the Syrian relief ship that is to leave 
New York under the joint auspices of the 
Syrian Committee and the Red Cross. 
The consent of the State Department is 
conditioned on the Provisional Commit¬ 
tee securing the consent of the French 
and British, as well as of the Turkish 
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Government. Under the same con¬ 
ditions, which, in part, have already been 
met, a medical unit consisting of ten 
doctors, five nurses and a representative 
of the Committee will be sent by the 
Provisional Zionist Committee to Pales¬ 
tine. This medical unit, which is being 
organized by Hadassah, will be taken 
from some Mediterranean port to Pales¬ 
tine on a United States navy vessel, and 
will proceed at once to combat the 
typhus, cholera and other epidemics that 


arc now prevalent in Palestine amongst 
the Jews as well as amongst the Arabs. 
Owing to the demands for doctors in 
the Turkish service, there is at present 
a scarcitv of physicians in Palestine. 
The United States Government ship 
that will be sent with the drugs to Pales¬ 
tine will have to pass through the French 
and Turkish blockades off the Syrian 
roast. This makes it necessary to secure 
t’’e consent of all the governments con¬ 
cerned, in order to enable the relief ship 
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to pass through without molestation. 
At least $ 25,000 will be needed for the 
purpose of the medical unit, and the 
funds are now being collected. The 
treasurer of the Medical Unit Fund is 
Miss Sophia Berger, who is also treas¬ 
urer of the Hadassah. A number of lib¬ 
eral contributions have already been re¬ 
ceived. 

The Central Committee of Hadassah 
has sent out an appeal to all its chapters 
throughout the country in which it points 
out the magnitude of the task and calls 
upon each chapter to shoulder the re¬ 
sponsibility undertaken by the Hadassah 
at its Sub-convention in Philadelphia. 
The following are extracts of the appeal: 

Our brethren in Palestine are in dire need 
of doctors, nurses, and medicines. Their be¬ 
loved homeland lias been turned into a vast 
concentration camp, cooped up in which they 
are afflicted with dread diseases, which they 
have no means of combating. To Hadassah 
has been assigned the honorable, if difficult, 
task of sending them a medical service similar 
in character to a Red Cross Unit. 

Since the outbreak of the war the hospitals 
in Palestine have been crippled. The revenues 
that usually came to them from the countries 
now at war were cut down to an inadequate 
minimum. The situation thus created was 
deplorable enough and fraught with dan¬ 
ger. It was made still more serious when 
a large number of the physicians attached to 
institutions or engaged in private practice 
were summoned to their homes for service at 
the front. The work they had been doing 
devolved on the comparatively limited number 
of physicians who, being Ottoman citizens, 
were permitted to remain In Palestine. Here 
and there their thinned ranks were augmented 
by a German or an Austrian physician who 
had secured permission to stay on. Heroic 
service was demanded of this small band of 
professional men and women, and it was 
given with heroic self-forgetfulness. They 
worked day and night to conteract the ravages 
of malnutrition and epidemics, and worst of 
all they were handicapped by lack of drugs 
and appliances. The quinine needed to com¬ 
bat the prevalent malaria was to be had only 
in small quantities, and Its price was for¬ 
bidding. Absorbent cotton was unobtainable. 
Disinfectants could not be secured. 

But the highest degree of suffering was 
reached latterly when the small band of phy¬ 
sicians was decimated bv the verv epidemic 
they were fighting. Typhus has robbed some 
of the largest colonies of their last medical 


man. In the cities the few physicians left 
cannot cope with the situation. The latest 
news is that cholera made its appearance. The 
Palestinian population—our pioneers—is ex¬ 
posed to an awful peril. 

Hemember that our undertaking is 
of supreme practical and of supreme 
ideal importance. Our brethren are suffering; 
unless they are strengthened in body, they 
will perish; unless they are fortified in soul, 
the work of a generation will perish. 

And remember that the success of the under¬ 
taking depends upon you, a member of Ha¬ 
dassah. 

Hadassah has secured the co-operation 
of eminent men and women who will 
assist it as a Medical Advisory Board. 
Doctor Harry Friedenwald, President 
of the Federation of American Zionists, 
will act as Chairman of the Board.. The 
other members are Doctor Isaac A. Abt, 
of Chicago; Doctor Isaac Adler, of New 
York; Doctor Emanuel Libman, of New 
York; Doctor Milton J. Rosenau, of the 
Harvard Medical School, and Miss Lil¬ 
lian D. Wald, of the Nurses’ Settlement, 
New York. 


The Emergency Fund. 

At the convention of the Provisional 
Zionist Committee, held in Philadelphia, 
Justice Brandcis called attention to the 
fact that there had been a cessation of 
activity in the Zionist organization during 
the preceding summer. He pointed out 
that it was incumbent upon us to meet 
the increased obligations placed upon us 
in the way of crystallizing Zionist senti¬ 
ment throughout the country and rais¬ 
ing the additional sum demanded by our 
budget for the maintenance of our Settle¬ 
ment in Palestine, and that it was neces¬ 
sary that we put off our full energies and 
efforts in behalf of the Emergency Fund, 
without the usual summer interruption. 

Accordingly, the Zionist organization 
called on Zionists throughout the coun¬ 
try to maintain their activities during the 
summer season, with the result that there 
was a response from most of the cities 
of the country. 


In most important centers, the local 
Zionist organizations were requested to 
hold a Zionist Emergency Fund Day 
and, notwithstanding the fact that this 
was the first time that such an attempt 
had been made during warm weather, 
the Emergency Fund Days held through¬ 
out the country approximated $ 9 , 000 . 

The propaganda value of both these 
campaigns is regarded as extremely valu¬ 
able. Many thousands of pieces of litera¬ 
ture were distributed. Thousands of 
letters were sent to individual Jews; 
meetings were held all over the country; 
and an intensive campaign carried on to 
acquaint the Jews of the country with 
the aims and purposes of the Zionist 
movement and the needs and signifi¬ 
cance of our Settlement in Palestine. 

The results of this work of education 
have shown themselves in the increses 
of contributions and pledges. The in¬ 
creasing response is most gratifying, but 
unless we are able to more than double 
our income of last year to meet the 
heavier burdens thrown upon the organi¬ 
zation due to the increased needs of 
Palestine and the broadening of the or¬ 
ganization, we shall fail in the task we 
have undertaken. 


Transfer Department. 

Since the middle of October, the 
Bureau of Accounts of the State Depart¬ 
ment has been advising non-citizens who 
desire to send monies to any of the 
war zones to forward their monies to 
the Provisional Committee Transfer De¬ 
partment, it being understood that it 
operates without reference to race, creed 
or color, both in receiving and disburs¬ 
ing funds. The Transfer Department of 
the Provisional Committee is the only 
agency that lias been so designated by 
the United States Government. The 
Transfer remittances for Palestine con¬ 
tinue at the rate of $ 1,000 a day. , 
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NEWS FROM XJOXIST CENTERS 


ALABAMA. 

Tikwath Zion Society. 

Birmingham—Mrs. Charles A. Lass, 
secretary of the Tikwath Zion Society 
reports that on October 15 th, a propa¬ 
ganda meeting was held in Birmingham, 
under the auspices of the Tikwath Zion 
Society. The participants in the pro¬ 
gram of the evening were: Dr. I. Mich- 
lin, I. Abelson, B. Gross, D. Weinstein, 
Miss A. Shapiro and Miss D. Herman. 
The Tikwath Zion has already begun its 
work for the winter. In course 
of the winter the Tikwath Zion will hold 
a series of propaganda meetings. As 
a result of these meetings, it is expected, 
the membership of the society will in¬ 
crease. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Bnei Zion Elects New Officers. 

Hartford—At the semi-annual meeting 
of the Bnei Zion of this city, held Oc¬ 
tober 15 th, the following were elected 
officers for the ensuing six months: 
President, A. Lieberman; Vice-president, 
Jacob Silver; Recording Secretary, Mr. 
Flachman; Treasurer, Counsellor Hoffen- 
berg; Chairman of the House Commit¬ 
tee, Mr. Paskcr. The Bnei Zion has 
undertaken to raise, during the winter, 


$ 2,000 for the Emergency Fund. A cam¬ 
paign was inaugurated at this meeting 
to increase the circulation of the Mac- 
cabaean and Dos Yiddishe Folk. 

Zionist Press Day in New Haven. 

New Haven —On Sunday, October 
29 th, a mass-meeting to secure subscrib¬ 
ers for Zionist Periodicals and to get 
the Zionists interested in extending the 
circulation of Zionist Periodicals, was 
held here. The speakers were Messrs. 
Lipsky and Goldberg. There was a 
large attendance, and in spite of the 
crowded condition of the hall, 67 persons 
subscribed for The Maccabaean and Dos 
Yiddishe Folk. A committee was formed 
to make a thorough canvas throughout 
the city for the purpose of securing sub¬ 
scriptions to The Maccabaean and Dos 
Yiddishe Folk. , „ 

New London Hadassah. 

New London —The New London 
Chapter of Hadassah reports through 
Miss Bessie Baskin of the splendid work 
it is doing. The Chapter gave an en¬ 
tertainment in honor of the 60 th anni¬ 
versary of Justice Louis D. Brandeis. 
A large stun was realized at a dance 
given Wednesday, November 1 st. The 


Sewing Circle will soon send to the 
Central Committee infants’ garments 
that they have made for the needy in 
Palestine. 


ILLINOIS. 

Knights of Zion Preparing for Annual 
Convention. 

At the last executive meeting of the 
Knights of Zion, held on Sunday, Oct. 
29 th, a plan has been formulated to reach 
the smaller communities in Illinois, where 
Zionist Organizations may be estab¬ 
lished. The Knights of Zion are making 
elaborate arrangements for their annual 
convention, to be held on December 29 th 
at the Twin-cities, Minneapolis and St. 
Paul. Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Judge Julian 
W. Mack and Dr. Schmarya Levin will 
be present at the convention. The Illi¬ 
nois State Zionist League was asked to 
urge its constituent Societies to send 
their full quota of delegates to the con¬ 
vention. 

New Gate in Champaign. 

Champaign —The Champaign, Illinois, 
Gate of the Knights of Zion, organized 
on October 8 tli by Mr. Leon Zolotkoff, 
of Chicago, has already a membership 
of twenty-eight. The officers of the so- 
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ciety are: D. S. Blondheim, president; 
A. L. Selicovitz, Jr., vice-president; Miss 
Naomi Steinberg, secretary; and D. Z. 
Hamburg, treasurer. 

Zionist Study Circle Organized. 
Chicago —Through the aid of Dr. A. 
I.evinson, of this city a Zionist Study 
circle has been organized in the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois. The Circle is affiliated 
with the Intercollegiate Zionist associa¬ 
tion, and holds meetings twice a month. 
Two papers are read at each meeting 
prepared by the students, and a general 
discussion follows. The officers of the 
Circle are: Hyman Zolotkoff, president; 
Samuel Chapman, secretary; and Aaron 
E. Singer, librarian. 


MARYLAND. 

Concert of Jewish Music. 

Baltimore—A committee representing 
the Ohave Zion and the Hadassah is 
making arrangements for a concert of 
Jewish music to be given on December 
20 th. Kantor Joseph Rosenblatt, of New 
York, will be one of the participants of 
the concert. The proceeds of this affair 
will go towards the Emergency Fund. 
Mr. George Castell is the chairman of 
the arrangements committee. 


School of Zionism. 

Baltimore will this winter have a 
school of Zionism conducted on the 
lines mapped out by Miss Jessie Samp- 
ter, of New York. There will be two 
courses offered by the School: A one- 
year course in Zionism, and a one-year 
course in Jewish History. Every effort 
will be made by the Chapter here to 
make the work as thorough as possible. 
Rabbi Eugene Kohn will conduct the 
course in Zionism. Application for 
admission to the classes should be 
made to Mrs. I. B. Brodie, 2005 Cheston 
Avenue. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

New England Bureau. 

The report of the Zionist Bureau for 
New England for the month of October 
shows that there is a marked increase 
in Zionist activities in the New England 
States. Thirty-three Zionist meetings in 
as many cities were held during the 
month. The meetings were addressed by 
Dr. Benzion Mossinsohn, M. Schcinkin, 
Jacob de Haas, Mrs. Joseph Fels, Prof. 
Frankfurter, A. Sacks and others. The 
income to the Emergency Fund, National 
Fund and other Zionist funds, for the 
month of October, amounted to $ 2 , 419.91 
as against $ 1 , 269.88 for the month of 
September. The report reveals the fact 
that the enthusiastic convention of Poale 
Zion, held in Boston, served as a stimu¬ 
lus to Zionist activity, and that a great 
deal of Zionist sentiment was evoked in 
Massachusetts by this convention. Mr. 
Scheinkin’s tour of New England was 
also helpful in creating a better under¬ 
standing of existing conditions in Pales¬ 
tine. Mr. Scheinkin was also instru¬ 
mental in raising money for the Emer¬ 
gency Fund. The New England Bureau 
sent out a circular letter to all so¬ 
cieties under its jurisdiction, asking them 
to arrange meetings on dates marking 
important events in the history of the 
Zionist Movement. The following are 
a few of the significant dates mentioned 
in the circular: November 6 -n, Choveve 
Zion Conference at Kattowitz, Russia, 
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1884 ; November 24 th, Herzl’s first ad¬ 
dress to the Maccabaeas, London, 1895 ; 
December 21 st, Death of Leon Pinsker, 
1891 ; December 26 - 30 , Fifth Zionist Con¬ 
gress at Basle, 1901 ; Ninth Zionist Con¬ 
gress at Hamburg, 1909 . 

Annual Meeting of the Zionist Associa¬ 
tion of Greater Boston. 

Boston—The third annual meeting of 
the Zionist Association of Greater Boston 
was held on Sunday afternoon, October 
15 th, at the Schawmut Theatre, Blue Hill 
Avenue, Roxbury. The annual reports 
of the various committee showed that 
great progress was made by the Asso¬ 
ciation during the past year. The re¬ 
port of Dr. Chas. Askowith, chairman of 
the Membership Committee, was of par¬ 
ticular interest. It showed that remark¬ 
able results were achieved by the mem¬ 
bership campaign initiated last spring. 
The Zionist Association, at present, has 
a membershin of nearly 1 , 000 . 

After the reports of the various com¬ 
mittees were rendered, Dr. Benzion Mos¬ 
sinsohn addressed the meeting. The di¬ 
rectors elected for the ensuing year are: 
Rabbi H. H. Rubenovitz, James D. 
Gluntz, Dr. Chas, Askowith, Jacob Ra- 
binowitz, Peter M. Leavitt, Isidore 
Niditch, Edward J. Bromberg, Benj. 
Rabalsky, Joseph Navison, Alex W. Bur- 
mon, Albert Hurwitz, Dr. H. Morrison, 
Leo S. Jolles, Nathan Pinanski, Meyer J. 
Sawyer, Alex E. Rose, Samuel Edelman, 
Louis Rosenthal, Leo J. Lyons, Harry 
Cooper, Joseph Rabinowitz, Harry G. 
Isenstadt, I. Weiner and F. Stern. Mr. 
Justice Brandcis was re-elected Honorary 
President. At this meeting $ 10,000 was 
subscribed to the Emergency Fund. 

Boston Chapter Raises Money for 
Medical Unit. 

The Boston Chapter of Hadassah 
held its first open meeting of the 
year on Monday afternoon, October 16 th, 
at the Metaphysical Hall. The meeting 
was addressed by Mrs. H. Rubenovitz, 
president of the chapter, Mrs. Jacob dc 
Haas, Mrs. Alexander Burmon, Miss 
Dora Lourie and Mr. Alexander Sachs, 
of the New England Bureau. The Bos¬ 
ton Chapter has up to date raised $ 364.00 
for the Medical Unit. The class in Zion¬ 
ism has begun its sessions at the begin¬ 
ning of this month. 


NEW JERSEY. 

Louis D. Brandeis Zion Society. 

Newark —A new society was organized 
here on the occasion of the 60th anniver¬ 
sary of Justice Louis D. Brandeis. The so¬ 
ciety meets every 2 nd and 4 th Sunday 
evenings at Feinberg's Hall, 234 McKin¬ 
ney Street. 


NEW YORK. 

Annual Meeting of the Zionist Associa¬ 
tion of Greater New York. 

New York—The annual meeting of the 
Zionist Association of Greater New York 
was held on October 31 st, at the Aeolian 
Building. The secretary read the annual 
report, which showed a marked increase 
in the activity of the Association during 
the past year. The membership of the 
Association has been doubled. The As¬ 
sociation has now launched a campaign 
to raise its membership during the com¬ 
ing year to one thousand. The Zionist 
Council of Greater New York, with which 
the Zionist Association has recently af¬ 


filiated, is aiding the Association in its 
campaign. The treasurer’s report had 
a number of interesting figures. $ 1 ,- 
414.75 was contributed by the Associa¬ 
tion to the Emergency Fund. Through 
the efforts of the Association $ 223.80 
more was collected for the Emergency 
Fund. The Zionist Association decided 
to adopt a system of parlor meetings. 
Such meetings, according to the plan, 
are occasionally held in the homes of 
members of the Association at which 
non-Zionists are invited. An informal 
discussion on Zionism ensues and one, 
more or less versed in Zionism, leads the 
discussion. It was also decided to hold 
an informal social dinner, similar to that 
held in March. The following were 
elected on the Board of Directors: Ph. 
Barish, N. Eibschutz, Rabbi Elias Solo¬ 
mon, Max Kiss, Dr. W. Frcudenthal, B. 
Bloch, B. A. Rosenblatt, Victor 
Schwartz, Chas. A. Cowen, S. Abel, 
Geo. Lubarsky, R. Lcwin-Epstein, Dr. 
A. Hilkowich, E. W. Lewin-Epstein, 
Elias Silverstein, Rabbi Jacob Kohn, B. 
Antin, B. Cassel, I. Carmel, H. Wiver, 
Dr. H. Guelman, Levi Hirshfield. 

Annual Ball of the Council. 

The annual Reception and Ball of the 
Zionist Council of Greater New York 
will take place on Sunday evening, Nov¬ 
ember 19 th, at the Central Opear House, 
Sixty-seventh Street and Third Avenue. 
The noted musical conductor, Nahan 
Franko, with his orchestra will furnish 
the music of the evening. There will 
also be a Grand March of all organized 
Zionists in New York. Tickets are sold 
at twenty-five and fifty cents. The pro¬ 
ceeds will go to the National Hebrew 
Schools and to local Zionist activities. 
Those invited to act on the Honoary 
Reception Committee are: Hon. and Mrs. 
Joseph Barondess, Prof, and Mrs. Israel 
Friedlaender, Hon. and Mrs. Henry Mor- 
genthau, Hon. and Mrs. Otto Rosalsky, 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Rothenberg. Hon. 
and Mrs. Nathan Straus and Rabbi and 
Mrs. Stephen S. Wise. 

David Wolffsohn Celebrates the Dedica¬ 
tion of Its Club Rooms. 

The David Wolffsohn Zion Club has 
celebrated the dedication of its Club 
Rooms at 239 East Broadway on Satur¬ 
day night, November nth. Messrs. 
Brainin, Cowen, de Haas, Ben-Avi, Gold¬ 
berg and Rev. Masliansky were the 
speakers of the evening. The David 
Wolffsohn Zion Club has. during the 
last six months, arranged 21 Zionist 
open-air meetings on the East Side and 
gave its members a series of lectures on 
Zionism and Zionist institutions. The 
club collected about ? 1,000 for relief 
work. $ 1,000 for the Jewish National 
Fund, $ 2 so for the Zionist Emergency 
Fund, and sold a number of shares of 
the Tewish Colonial Trust. On the T 4 th 
of December the club will give, under 
its auspices, a performance at Thoma- 
shefsky’s National Theatre, the proceeds 
of which will go towards the mainten¬ 
ance of its club rooms. At the last meet¬ 
ing the following were elected: J. Zach- 
linsky, chairman: Mr. Trachtman, vice- 
chairman; Mr. Shapiro, financial secre¬ 
tary; Mr. Hourvich. recording secretary; 
and Dr. Goldberg, treasurer. 

Staff of Zion Opens Course in Hebrew. 

The Staff of Zion, the newly organized 
society, consisting of fifty employees at 
the Zionist Headquarters, 44 East 23 rd 
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Street, has opened a class in Hebrew for 
its members. The course in Hebrew is 
given three times a week. It is con¬ 
ducted by Mr. M. Bernstein, a graduate 
of the Jaffa Gymnasium. A complete 
course of lectures on Zionism and Jew¬ 
ish History is now under consideration. 

A detailed announcement of the course 
of lectures will be made in the next is¬ 
sue of The Maccabaean. On the occa¬ 
sion of the sixtieth birthday of Mr. Jus¬ 
tice Brandeis, November 13th, the Staff 
of Zion sent him the folownig telegram: 
BEST WISHES TO OUR GREAT 
LEADER MR. JUSTICE LOUIS D. 
BRANDEIS, ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS SIXTIETH BIRTHDAY 
FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE 
STAFF OF ZION. 

Ladies’ Nordau Zionist Society to Study 
Hebrew. 

Miss Hannah Levin, secretary of the 
Ladies’ Nordau Zionist Society, the new¬ 
ly organized women's organization, re¬ 
ports that at the last meeting it was de¬ 
cided to open a class in Hebrew for the 
members. Future meetings of the Ladies’ 
Nordau Zionist Society will be held at 
the Young Women’s Hebrew Associa¬ 
tion, 31 West noth Street, instead of 
the Uptown Talmud Torah, as it was an¬ 
nounced in the last issue of The Mac- 
cabacan. 

Hashachar Elects New Officers. 

The quarterly meeting of the Zion 
Club Hashachar was held last month, at 
which the following new officers were 
elected: G. Indenbaum, President; B. 
Antilop. Vice-President; M. Orlian, Sec¬ 
retary; O. Cohen, Financial Secretary; 
M. Shmolovitz. Treasurer, and the fol¬ 
lowing on the Executive Committee: I. 
Zussmanowitz, A. Susskowitz and T. 
Machlin. Installation of officers took 
place on Saturday evening, November 
nth. The new executive has already 
outlined the work for the winter. Lec¬ 
tures will be given every Fridav evening 
at the Club Rooms of the Hashachar. 
1258 Boston Road. The new officers are 
making strong efforts to secure new 
members and also regain the old mem¬ 
bers who dropned out of the club during 
the summer months. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists Open Mem¬ 
bership Campaign. 

The Austro - Hungarian Zionists 
launched a campaign for an increase in 
membership. A circular letter, in which 
there is cited an address of Mr. Justice 
Brandeis, urging American Jews to affili¬ 
ate with the Zionist Organization, was 
sent out to a number of prominent Jews 
in the city, who arc Zionistically inclined, 
but are not affiliated with the Zionist 
Organization. In answer to the first 
twenty-five letters sent out, ten applied 
for affiliation. It is anticipated that if 
the applications come in at this rate, the 
membership of the Austro-Hungarian 
Zionists will soon be tripled. Among 
those who applied for affiliation are. A. 
D. Katcher. President of the Galician 
Verband and Gerson Bader of the Jew¬ 
ish Daily News.—The Theatre benefit 
of the Austro-Hungarian Zionists netted 
a profit of $435.00, and $150.00 was col¬ 
lected in the theatre for the Emergency 
Fund. 

Activities of the New York Chapter of 
Hadassah. 

New York Chapter of Hadassah an¬ 
nounces the following program of ac- 
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tivities for the season of 1916-17. Pub¬ 
lic Meetings, Sunday Evenings, monthly, 
addressed by men and women, promi¬ 
nent in the movement. Neighborhood 
Meetings, first Wednesday, monthly, at 
3:30 P. M., at the University Zionist 
Rooms, 7 W. 45th Street. Informal 
meetings, at homes, weekly, Wednesday 
afternoon, except the first. 

The Model School of the Hadassah 
School of Zionism will hold its classes 
for men and women during the season 
1916-1917, at Shearith Israel Synagogue, 
70th Street and Central Park West. 
The following program has been ar¬ 
ranged: Zionism, teacher, Miss Lotta 
Levensohn, Thursday evenings. Jewish 
History, teacher, Mr. Leo Honor, Tues¬ 
day evenings. Hebrew, Biblical, teacher. 
Dr. D. de Sola Pool, Sunday mornings 
or Monday evenings (at convenience of 
class). These classes are free except 
for text books. A Class in Advanced 
Hebrew Conversation will be held on 
Monday at 5 P. M., teacher, Mr. Ittamar 
Ben Avi, tuition fee according to num¬ 
ber of students. Other classes, elemen¬ 
tary or advanced, can be arranged on 
application. Mr. Ben Avi will also give 
a course of seven monthly lectures in 
English on Hebrew literature. Tickets, 
admitting two, $2.00 for the series. 
Time and place to be announced later. 
For further information address. Jessie 
E. Sampter, Director, School of Zion¬ 
ism, 2.30 West 107th Street, New York 
Chorai Union. Wednesday evenings. 
This is a new feature of Iladassah’s ac¬ 
tivities and promises to attract wide¬ 
spread interest. The evenings will be 
devoted to Jewish song under the di¬ 
rection of Mr. A. W. Binder, holder of 
the Mosenthal fellowship in Columbia 
University and Instructor in the Music 
Settlement. More than forty applica¬ 
tions for membership have been received. 
Further particulars may be secured 
from Mrs. Jacob Sobel, 140 West 122nd 
Street. 

Mrs. Joseph Fcls will address the 
Open Meeting of the Hadassah, Sunday 
evening, November 19th, at the vestry 
rooms of West End Synagogue. 82nd 
Street and Amsterdam Avenue. Subject 
“Why I am a Zionist.” 

Dr. Joel Blau will address the Neigh¬ 
borhood meeting on Wednesday after¬ 
noon. December 6th, at 3:30 o’clock, at 
the University Zion Rooms. 

Young Zionists of Brooklyn. 

Brooklyn —A musical and literary even¬ 
ing was carried through bv the Young 
Zionists of Brooklyn, Sunday, Nov. 12. 
Mr. Charles A. Co wen was chairman of 
the evening and Dr. Max Raisin delivered 
the invocation. Musical selections were 
rendered by M. B. Heymann’s orchestra. 
Brooklvn Hebrew Orphan Asylum Rand, 
Girls Preparatory School of Browns¬ 
ville, Mr. S. R. Henry, and Mr. Isidore 
Sauer. Tableaux, recitations, and danc¬ 
ing made up the rest of the program. 

Zionist Mass-Meeting in Brownsville. 

A Zionist Mass-meeting addressed by 
Dr. S. Levin, Rev. Dr. B. Levinthal. Mr. 
Ah. Goldberg and Mr. Isaac Carmel, was 
held at the Stone Avenue Talmud Torah 
on Saturday Evening. Oct. 21st. As a 
result, two hundred dollars was raised 
for the Emergency Fund. 

OHIO. 

The Ohio State Zionist Association. 

The Ohio State Zionist Association re¬ 
ports that since the Philadalphia Zionist 


Convention it has raised $5,060.76 for the 
Emergency Fund. The Association at 
the Philadelphia Convention pledged 
$20,000 for the Emergency Fund. In 
order to make good the pledge made at 
the Philadelphia Convention, the Ohio 
Association is conducting a persistent 
campaign for the Emergency Fund. 

Cincinnati Zionist Society Installs 
Officers. 

Cincinnati —At a meeting of the Cin¬ 
cinnati Zionist Society, held November 
5th, the following new officers were in¬ 
stalled: President, Robert J. Glass; 

First Vice-President, Abraham Fried¬ 
man; Second Vice-President, Clara E. 
Ravine; Recording Secretary, Jennie Sil¬ 
verman; Financial Secretary and Treas¬ 
urer, Ben. Simon. The Cincinnati Zion¬ 
ist Society is making elaborate arrange¬ 
ments for a Chanukah Ball. 

Activities of the Cleveland Chapter of 
Hadassah. 

Cleveland! —The Cleveland Chapter of 
Hadassah has arranged for a series of 
public meetings to be held during 
the winter. The first of these meetings 
was addressed by Dr. Mossinsohn. The 
sewing circles have begun their activities. 
The sum of $241.00 was raised for the 
Emergency Fund. , 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pennsylvania State Convention. 
Harrisburg —The first convention of 
Pennsylvania Zionist societies was held 
in Harrisburg on Sunday, November 12 th. 
Seventy delegates and about twice as many 
guests were present. Opening addresses 
were delivered by Rabbi Silver, Dr. Rubin- 
sohn. representing the Independent Order 
Brith Sholom, Louis Lipsky, Menachem 
Scheinkin and Dr. Epstein, of the Jew¬ 
ish National Fund Bureau. 

A series of resolutions were adopted 
on the Emergency Fund, American Jew¬ 
ish Congress, and also a resolution to 
congratulate Mr. Justice Brandeis on the 
occasion of his sixtieth birthday. There 
was a lengthy discussion on the question of 
the selection of headquarters, owing to the 
fact that the tw r o cities in question, Pitts¬ 
burgh and Philadelphia, are not in the cen¬ 
ter of the State. It was finally decided that 
Philadelphia be selected as the seat of 
the State Organization. The following 
were elected officers: Mr. S. S. Bloom, 
President; Dr. Neuman and Dr. Snitzer, 
Vice-Presidents; G. Agronsky, Secretary 
and Mr. A. B. Cohen, of Scranton, Treas¬ 
urer. 

Uuiversity Society Organized Speakers’ 
Bureau. 

Philadelphia —The University Zion So¬ 
ciety of this citv has planned a series 
of activities for the winter. At a meeting 
of the executive committee it was decided 
to establish a speaker’s bureau for the 
purpose of propagating Zionism. The 
society also decided to establish a prize 
of $50’ to be known as the University of 
Pennsylvania Zionist Prize, for the best 
original essay on Zionist activities and 
problems in Palestine. Subjects for the 
contests are: “Water Supply in Palestine.” 
“Climatic Conditions of Palestine,” 
“Zionist Financial Institutions,” “Educa¬ 
tional Institutions in Palestine.” The 
contest will be open to all students of 
the University. 

November, 1916 


Digitized by GOO^lC 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACGABAEAN 


The Central Zionist Committee Or¬ 
ganized. 

At a meeting of delegates, represent¬ 
ing all Zionist organizations of the city, 
held at the Zion Institute, 1514 So. 6th 
Street, the Central Zionist committee 
was re-organized. The following officers 
were elected: Dr. A. Neumann, of Drop- 
sie College, president; Mr. S. S. Bloom, 
treasurer; Miss Annie Kaiser, secretary; 
Miss Sadye Gorchov, financial secretary. 
It was decided that the Central Zionist 
committee participate in the Pennsyl¬ 
vania State Convention. 


Activities of the Philadelphia Hadassah. 

The Philadelphia Chapter of Hadassah 
has begun to extend its work throughout 
the city by organizing Hadassah Circles 
in the various districts of the city. Two 
circles have already been formed, one 
in Strawberry Mansion district and one 
in West Philadelphia. The Chapter also 
plans to hold monthly open meetings. 


VIRGINIA. 

Virginia Zionist Association Gains in 
Membership. 

Mrs. David Blaustein, Secretary of the 
Virginia Zionist Association, reports 
that over three hundred new members 
were added to the Association during 
the period of October 22nd and Novem¬ 
ber 3rd as a result of Mr. Raskin's and 
Miss Leon’s tours in Virgina. Mr. Ras¬ 
kin visited Norfolk, Portsmouth, New¬ 
port News, Hampton, Lynchberg, Peters¬ 
burg, Richmond, Roanoke and Bristol, in 
all of which lie addressed large meetings. 

Besides adding new members to the 
existing societies, Mr. Raskin succeeded 
in the reviving of a few of the old so¬ 
cieties and initial steps were taken by 
him for the organization of the new so¬ 
cieties. In Newport News, Miss Leon 


organized a New Chapter with a mem¬ 
bership of forty. 

PERSONAL ITK’IM. 

Rabbi Leventhal’s Twenty-Fifth Anni¬ 
versary. 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
arrival of Rabbi Levcnthal to this coun¬ 
try was celeDrated last month in the city 
of Philadelohia, his residence. Rabbi 
Leventhal has, for the past twenty-five 
years, identified himself with the Zionist 
Movement and has been the spiritual 
leader of the Mizrachi movement in 
this country. The anniversary was cele¬ 
brated with a huge mass-meeting, held on 
Sunday afternoon, October 29tu, at the 
Metropolitan Opera House. Among the 
speakers who came to honor Rabbi 
Leventhal were: Dr. Stephen S. Wise, 
Mr. Joseph Barondess, Rabbi Meyer Ber¬ 
lin, Mr. A. Masliansky, as well as a num¬ 
ber of other prominent Jews. Dr. Louis 
S. Rubinsohn, chairman of the committee 
and grand master of the Independent Or¬ 
der of the Brith Sholom, presided. 

fl 


President of the Ohio Zionist Associa¬ 
tion Resigns from His Rabbinate. 

Rabbi Samuel Margolis, President of 
the Ohio Zionist State Association, who 
for tnc past 12 years has been tne spirit¬ 
ual leader of the Anshei Emcth Congre¬ 
gation of Cleveland, Ohio, resigned from 
his rabbinate to enter a business career. 
During the 12 years Rabbi Margolis held 
the position, the Congregation Anshei 
Eineth made remarkable progress. Rabbi 
Margolis was foremost in Zionist propa¬ 
ganda and liis pulpit at present is the 
center of Zionist activities. Rabbi Mar¬ 
golis is the son of Rabbi S. Margolis, of 
New York, president of the United Or¬ 
thodox Rabbis Association of the United 
State and Canada. Rabbi Margolis has 
been an active Zionist since his boyhood, 
iiiiimiiuiuiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiimir 


Jacob Fishman Managing Editor of the 
Morning Journal. 

Mr. Jacob Fishman, for a number of 
years City Editor of the Jewish Daily 
News and for the past few years con¬ 
nected in a similar capacitv with The 
Wahrheit, has become the Managing 
Editor of the Jewish Morning Journal. 
His connection with the Morning Journal 
will be gratifying to many Zionists who 
know of his loyalty to the cause and his 
journalistic ability. 


Abel Pann Arrives. 

The famous Jewish nainter, Abel Pann 
accompanied by his wife, also a painter, 
recently arrived from Paris. Mr. Pann 
was formerly connected with the Bczalel 
School in Jerusalem. He brought with 
him 400 pictures on Jewish historical 
and present themes. Many of these 
paintings were denied exhibition in Paris 
by the military censors because they 
portrav the Jew : sh sufferings in Russia. 
Their artistic value was, nevertheless, 
appreciated and the French Government 
bought a number of them fer the Na¬ 
tional Museum. The Zionists and Poale 
Zion of Paris gave the artist a grand 
farewell banquet in which representa¬ 
tives from various social circles partici¬ 
pated. 

Degel Zion Mourns Death of Active 
Member. 

Death has claimed one of the most ac¬ 
tive workers of the Degel Zion Society 
of Brownsville, in the person of Mrs. 
Tillie Roscnzwcig, wife of Mr. A. Ros- 
enzweig and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mcsnikiff. Mrs. Rosenzweig was asso¬ 
ciated with the Degel Zion since its in¬ 
ception, ten years ago. 

The name of the deceased was in¬ 
scribed in the Golden Book of the Na¬ 
tional Fund, by the Degel Zion Society. 


ACTIVITIES OF YOUNG JUDAEA 


Leaders’ Conference. 

The Third Annual Leaders’ Confer¬ 
ence promises to be one of unusual in¬ 
terest. Preparations are being made for 
a succession of literary and social events 
that will make the occasion a most mem¬ 
orable one for those interested in Young 
Judaea work. 

The conference will be held at the 
Hotel McAlpin, 33rd Street and Broad¬ 
way, New York, beginning Saturday 
evening, December 23rd and continuing 
on Sunday and Monday December 24th 
and 25th. Leaders intending to avail 
themselves of the opportunities of the 
occasion, kindly communicate with the 
Secretary of the National Leaders’ Asso¬ 
ciation of Young Judaea, Mr. Leon Spitz. 
44 East 23rd Street, New York. Reserve 
the date now. 

The literary features include round 
table discussions on many topics of in¬ 
terest to the Jewish club leader, papers 
on the weighty problems of the Young 
Judaea program, and methods of club 
leadership, as well as special studies in 
social aspects of the Young Judaea move¬ 
ment. 

The social features include a luncheon, 
a reception to leaders and teachers, a 
ball, an auto sight-seeing tour and visita¬ 
tion. 
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New York Leaders’ Association. 

On November 26th, the New York 
Leaders’ Association will hold a literary 
meeting at the Central Jewish Institute, 
125 East 85th Street. A paper on ‘ The 
Jewish Short Story’ will be read by Mr. 
David Mosesson Discussion will follow. 

Among the other subjects in the se¬ 
ries of papers to be presented arc: ‘‘Jew¬ 
ish Nationalism in the Bible, with Spe¬ 
cial Emphasis on the Nationalism of the 
Prophets,’’ by Miss Frieda A. Goldin, at 
the December meeting, and “The Tal¬ 
mud and Nationalism,” by Mr. Max 
Kadushin, at the January meeting. 

The Association also arranges for so¬ 
ciables for members and Young Judaea 
leaders and workers. 


Lower Manhattan Leaders Meet 

A meeting of the Young Judaea Lead¬ 
ers of Lower Manhattan was held on 
Sunday evening, October 29th, at the 
Downtown Talmud Torah. Mr. David 
Schneeberg addressed the leaders on the 
subject of “The Aim of a Young Judaea 
Club and the Function of the Leader.” 
He impressed the leaders with the nec¬ 
essity of extending Young Judaea work, 
and with the possibilities of work in the 
district. Mr. Arzt reported that the cen¬ 
tre at the Rabbi Joseph Jacob School will 
be opened shortly and that work in the 


other centres was making slow but sure 
progress. A committee was appointed 
consisting of Messrs. Arzt, Forschleiser, 
Deutsch, and Miss Rand to consider the 
advisability of holding paid entertain¬ 
ments for Chanukah. 


Williamsburg Leaders Organize. 

A gathering of the Young Judaea 
Leaders was held on Sunday evening, 
October 29th, at the Brooklyn Jewish 
Institute. Mr. Emanuel Neumann pre¬ 
sided at the meeting. Mr. Samuel J. 
Borowsky speaking on behalf of_the 
Young Judaea Executive Board, brictly 
outlined the plans for the reorganization 
of Young Judaea work in the city. Fol¬ 
lowing Mr. Borowsky's talk a resolution 
was adopted stating that the leaders shall 
organize themselves into a Leaders’ As¬ 
sociation and also affiliate with the Na¬ 
tional Leaders’ Association of Young Ju¬ 
daea. 

In order to spread the work, the lead¬ 
ers decided that it is necessary to form 
a leaders training group to develop lead¬ 
ers and workers. A committee, consist¬ 
ing of Mr. Myers and Miss Neselfuch 
was appointed to organize such a group. 
Another committee was appointed con¬ 
sisting of Messrs. Gribitz and Ehrjich, 
to plan for large Chanukah gatherings 
to be held in Williamsburg, Greenpoint 
and Ridgewood. 

Ninety-three 

Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



THE MACCABAEAN 


I Where and Whom to Join 

g Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial d irectory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, | 
S together with such information as may be useful to unafiiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organuca- 1 

g tions. The rate is $3.00 a year. Organizations desiring to be listed in this directory should communicate with | 
a the Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 1 

P.iiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiu.. 


ALABAMA. 

Birmingham— luvtmu Zion; English 
speaking; lor men uud wooieu; meets every 
third buuduy. Duett $3.U0 yearly tor men; 
$1.50 lor women. President, i Abelsou; 
Secretary, Mrs. Chus. A. Lass, 1623 13th 
Street, South. 

CALHOUN I A. 

Loi Angeles—Young Zionists’ Association; 
English speaking; tor men and women; 
Secretary, Harry Frarn, 1104 East 22nd 
Street. 

CONNECTICUT- 

Hartford—Bnei Zion; English and Yiddish 
■peaking; for men; President, J. Silver; 
Secretary, S. A. Llebermuu, 1Mitt Alain 
Street. 

Youths of Zion: English speaking; upper 
class high school boys; President, iieury 
N. Colins; Secretary, Milton Aiacbainolsky, 
122 Canton Street. 

Daughters ot iierzl: English speaklug; 
for upper class high school girls; Presi¬ 
dent, it. School nick; Secretary, Lillian 
Cohen, 33 Kennedy Street. 

Sous and Daughters of Herzl: English 
and Yiddish speaking; for young weu and 
women; President, A. Nevelsleiu; Assistant 
Secretary, A. Kasliusky, 27 Wooster Street. 
district or Columbia. 
Washington—Zionist Circle of Washing¬ 
ton; English speaking; for men uud 
women; meets monthly. Dues, $3.00 a 

L ear; Presldeut, Hubert Szold; Secretary, 
t. L. Glushak. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago—KadlmoU Society; English 
■peaking: fur men only; meets twice a 
moulh. Dues, $3.U0 a year; President, Max 
Shulman; Secretary, Louis Levinson, 4034 
Forestvilie Avenue. 

Dadassah : English speaking, for women ; 
Secretary, Miss Alary Silverman, 60& W. 
Taylor Street. 

KENTUCKY. 

Louisville—Louisville Zion Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking; for men and women; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans—ubavel Zion; English 
■peaking; for men and womeu; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pallet. 1107 Barunne Street. 
MARYLAND. 

Baltimore—ElauMasun ; English speaking; 
for women; meets monthly; dues, $3.00 
yearly; associate members. $2.00; Secretary, 
Airs. Louis H. Levin, 2101 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hstchlah Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa¬ 
tional Alliance, 1210 E. Baltimore Street, 
Koom 3; Presldeut H. Loudon; Secretary, 
H. Wolpert, 42S Ami tilth Street. 

MASSAC H U SETTS. 

Hasten —Hadassan; English speaking; for 
women; President, Mrs. H. H. Kubenovitz; 
Secretary, Rebecca Cauman, lbO Harvard 
Street, Dorchester. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas City—Tipnereth Zion Association ; 
English speaking; for men and women; 
meets monthly; dues. 25 cents per month; 
President, Mark A. Eiutterer; Secretary, 
ltabbl Samuel M. Cohen. 

St. Louis—Maccabaean Society; English 
and Yiddish speaklug; for men and women; 
meets every other Tuesday; dues, 5 cents 
a week; President, A. Levine; Secretary, 
Morris B. Selitrwohn. 5H58 Etzel Avenue. 
NEW JERSEY. 

Newark —Haduasab; English speaking; 
for women only; meets monthly; dues, 
$3.00 annually; President, Mias Sarah 
Kussy; Secretary. Rebecca Levin, 44 South 
Orange Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
dues $1.50 quarterly; meets twice a month; 
President, L<»uia A. Fast; Secretary, A. 
Slutzky, (183 S. Grove Street, Irvington. 
.The Theo. Herzl Zion Society; meets at 
Feluberg's Hall, Prince and Helney Streets, 
twice ■ month; dues 25c monthly; Preal* 
dent, Philip Mendelsohn; Secretary, Harry 
Weiss, 100 Monmouth 8treet. 

Jersey City—Aflspeh Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men and women; 
due*. $4.00 yearly; meets twice a month; 
President, 1. Segal; Secretary, H. G. Miller. 
463 Palisade Avenue. 


NEW YORK. 

Bronx —Zion Uuu ’iiuouachar;” English 
ana Yiddish speuking; lur men and women; 
Club loom* Lrumcuu Load; open dally 

from 7 P. Al. to 11 P. M.; President, G. 
luuenbuum; Secretary, M. Orllun. 

krwkb»—Dou Aourbuuei ump; Eng 
Usn ana lidaisu speaking; for men ouiy; 
meets every two weeks; dues $«.UO per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; secre¬ 
tary, Louis .Miller, 450 Hopkiusou Ave. 

DiLerary Circle B hoik /aou ivadimah; 
English speaking; lor women, meets every 
Tnuibuay evening at 1M Eiunuge Street; 
President, Dinun Harris; becietary, F. 
Llciitmuu, 1560 EasLeru Parkway, Brook- 
yn, N. 1. 

Degel Zion of Brownsville; English and 
Yiuuisb speaklug; ior men and women; 
meets every Suuuuy night at 234 Sackuiau 
Street, Brooklyn, N. 1.; Presidehl, A. 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.; President, Cnurles 
Ueisi; Secretary, M. Podolsky, 416 Alabama 
Avenue. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing; ior uieu only; dues, $ 0.00 and insur¬ 
ance; President, ndwaid uuu; Fin. Sec., 
Mux ivluusner; Secretary, Philip Kosen- 
bium, 6 U 2 Bruudway. 

Manhattan—friends of Zion Camp; Kng- 
Usn and Yiddish speaking; lor men ouiy; 
meets twice a mourn; dues, $0.00 per year; 
President, H. B. Isuacsou; Secretary, M. S. 
Banner, 1077 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Huuguiiuu Zionists and Ladies’ 
Circle; English and Yiddish speaking; 
President, Samuel Ashkenazy; Secretary, 
Alfred Meuscbei, 43 East 3rd Street. 

Hadassuh; iirngiisii speaking; Ior women 
only; meets lour limes u year (public 
meetings;; dues, $3 00 auuualiy; uutional 
president. Miss Henrietta Szold; 2 Pine- 
burst Avenue; local president, Mrs. Rich¬ 
ards Gotlheil, 417 Riverside Drive; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Flora Cohen, stf VV. 110th Street 
Conducts a School of Zionism under the 
leadership of Miss Jessie E. Sumpter. 

Harlem Zionists; English ana Yiddish 
speuking; meets at 10 W. 114th Street; for 
men and women; President, Simon Fein; 
Treasurer, isadore Baker; Secretary, Miss 
Fanuie Schecier, 70 W. 110th Street. 

Organization Camp; English and Yiddish 
■peaking; lor men; dues, $1.00 quarterly; 
ineels twice a mouth; President, Dr. George 
Jeshuruu; Secretary, S. Sobei, 02 McKlbben 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth, Inc.; Palestine land 
purchasing organization; open to all; Presi¬ 
dent, Benurd A. Rosenblatt; Secretary, 
Sylvan Robinson, care of Zion Common¬ 
wealth, 44 E. 23rd Street. 

Albany—Sons and Daughters of Zion, English 
and Yiddish speaking; meets twice a 
mouth; dues, $3.00 auuualiy; President, 
Samuel Cupiun, 6U Herkimer St.; Secre¬ 
tary, Harry Naum, 200 So. Pearl St. 

Schenectady—Hadussab; English speak¬ 
ing; for women; meets twice a mouth; 
dues $3.00 yearly; Secretary, Miss Annette 
Llfset, 447 Hulett Street. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati —Cincinnati Zionist Society; 
English and Yiddish speuking; for men 
and women; President, Robert J. Gensg, 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine, 3212 Reading 
Bead. 

Cleveland —Zion Association ; English 
sneaking; for men ouiy; Secretary, Max 
K. Katz, Engineers Building. 

Uudassah: English speaking; for women; 
meets twice a month; President, Mrs. J. 
Bisklnd; Secretary, Miss Klveila Shapiro, 
2304 East 37th Street. 

Judath Maccabaean Camp: English and 
Yiddish speaking; for men; Secretary, D. 
Carter. 5010 Sow tell Street. 

Columbus—Norduu Zion 8ociety; Eng- 
asb speaklug; for men and women; Presi¬ 
dent, Isaac Mellmen; Secretary, Hyman 
Lieverman, 540 Elsmore Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown —Tlkwatb Zion; English 
■peaking; for men and women; President, 
Mr. Nathan Glosser; Secretury, Abe Ool- 
fond, 217 McCunaughy Street. 

Philadelphia—Hadussah ; English speak¬ 
ing; lor women; President, Miss Sad ye 
Gorchov, 6123 Jefferson Street, Secretary, 


Miss Ida Bloom, 1015 N. 33rd Street. 

f rleuus oi Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking; lor ineu; dues, $ 2 .Ud yearly; 
meets w eekiy; Presldeut, Dr. J ucub Ber¬ 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephsou, 114 
South 5 th Street. 

Moses Hess ump; English and Yiddish 
speaking; lur men; Secretary, J. Josephsou, 
lii4 bouth 5th Street. 

Pittsburgh—Tipnereth Zion ; English 
speaking; ior pruiesaioual and business 
Uieu; dues, $5.UU per annum; President, 
thus. 1. Cooper, \\ ashingtou Bank Bund 
lug; Treasurer, Win. L. Avuer, Esq., Ber 
ger Builuiug; Secretary, Dr. 11. 1». Eher, 
Center and Vallejo Streets. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Providence—Ablrai and Ablraig Zion; 
English and Yiddish speuking; for men 
ana women; Secretary, Harry Ballon, 241 
Prairie Avenue. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis—Abuvus /.ion; English speak¬ 
ing, ior men and women; President, Henry 
Bukner, 130 North Main Street; Secretary, 
Regina Goldberger, 420 N. Montgomery. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas—Texas Young Zionists; English 
speuking; lor men uuu women; Treasurer, 
Miss buiub Goldberg; Secretary, Miss Anna 
Richter, <03 Elm Street. 

bmu Antonio—Bnui Zion; English and 
Yiddish speuking; tor men; Secretary, B. 
Muraviu, 1U7 N. Centre btreet. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk— Norfolk Lamp; English and 
Yiduian speaking; for men only; dues, $o.00 
per year and insurance; President, Louis 
Tabakiu; Secretary. M. 8. Jade, P332 Wood 
Street. 

WISCONSIN. 

Appleton—Shamrey Zion Gats; Presi¬ 
dent, 1. H. Greenberg; bee y, A. L. J scobs. 

Beloit—Muzklre Zion Gale; President, 8. 
Kupitauoa; Secretary, E. Balabou. 

Eau Claire—Chippewa Valley Zlou Gate; 
President, M. M. Horn; Secretary, P. Cooks. 

Fond du Lao—Nos Zion Gate; Presldeut, 
S. Mauls; Secretary, H. Munis. 

Green Bay—ALuvath Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, J. L. Levitas; Sec’y, Miss R. Levine. 

The Sons and Daughters of Zlou; Presi¬ 
dent, 1. A. Abrams; becretary, Miss J. Aik. 

Hurley—Sharey Zion Gute No. 0; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speuking; for men; dues, 
$3.00 yearly; meets monthly; President, 
Louis Ladin; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hur- 
1*7. 

iveuoelia—Kenosha Zion Gate; President, 
J. D. itoseublum; Secretary, B. Cohen. 

Madiaon—Zionist Society of Madison; 
President, Saul Kuadiu; secretary, Philip 
811 vers tein. 

Manitowoc—Nos Zion Gate; President, 
S. Schwartz; Secretury, Mrs. E. Harris. 

Marshfield—B Ncy Zlou Gate; President, 
R. Miller; Secretury, M. Wliner. 

Marinette—Ahuvaih Zion Gate; President, 
1. H. Solomon; Secretary, H. H&nkiu. 

Milwaukee—Jeudduk Halevi Gale; Presi¬ 
dent, L. Shapiro; Secretary, H. Seideiiuan. 

Hatikwah Gate; President, Miss S. tL 
Monhoff; Secretary Alisa 1. L. Alargoies. 

Oshkosh—Hadralh Zion Gate; President, 
M. Block; Secretary, Mrs. D. 8. C&lilu. 

Sheboygan—Choveve Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, 1 Baikansky; Secretary, 8. L. Moses. 

stevena Point —Dorshel Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, i. SbatTon; Secretary, 8. Goldberg. 

Superior—Aguduth Zlou Gate; President, 
H. Aronsobu; Secretary, Miss C. Kauer. 

Those residing in a place where no Zion¬ 
ist Society exists may become members at 
large of the Wlacouslu State League of 
Zionist Societies, by paying Three ($3.00) 
Dollars per year. This will entitle them 
to either the Maccabaean (an English 
Monthly Magazine) or Doa Yiddlshe Folk 
(a Jewish Weekly Newspaper), as well ai 
all other literature pertaining to Zionism— 
the same as organized societies receive. 
Communicate with Ben Elman, Secretary, 
16 Hancock Street, Madison, WU. 

CANADA. 

Toronto—Nordau Zion Club; English 
■peaking; for men mud women; dues, 26 
ceuia per mouth: meets twice a mouth; 
President, Percy Sbalman; Secretary, Wil¬ 
liam Levy, 40 College Street. 
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THE WAR FOR THE WORLD 

By Israel Zangwill. 

The War for the World is the most remarkable book writ¬ 
ten during the present war. It is fearless. He goes at his sub¬ 
ject resolved to be frank and honest with himself and his read¬ 
ers. His pages glitter with jests and epigrams, with inversions 
and parodies. Among the topics which he discusses without 
mincing words are: The War and the Drama, The War and the 
Women, The War and the Jews, Russia and the Jews, The 
Jewish Factor in the War and the Settlement, and the Gods of 
Germany. There are also a number of articles and poems that 
are of Zionist interest. 

Price, $1.50 

Published by The Macmillan Company, New York. 

Also to be had of the 
Federation of American Zionists, 

44 East 23rd Street. New York 


Jewish Life in Modern Times 

By Israel Cohen. 

This book represents the first attempt in English to give a 
comprehensive account of the life and labor of the Jewish 
people all over the world at the present day. It contains a full 
and graphic description of the social conditions of the Jews in 
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THE NATIONAL FUND 

T O THE credit of the Zionist movement 
must be ascribed the introduction into 
Jewish life of a number of invigorating 
ideas and institutions. Before the advent 
of modern Zionism, self-emancipation 
sounded like the outpouring of dreamers. 
How could one expect the Jewish people, 
scattered in every land, to bring about their 
own emancipation. The prevailing idea w as 
that an outside force would liberate the 
Jewish people. They were dependent upon 
miracles, upon the goodwill of the enlight¬ 
ened statesmen, upon the sense of justice 
of those who were their persecutors and 
helittlers. Zionists struck the clear note of 
self-help, and immediately out of the op¬ 
pressed and scattered people there emerged 
ways and means wherewith the emancipa¬ 
tion was to be effected. The Congress 
brought corporate form to the inchoate de¬ 
sires of our people. It offered a platform 
whence the Jewish voice issued. It intro¬ 
duced methods of organization which were 
to unite the Jews of all lands. Then came 
the National Fund and the Jewish Colonial 
Trust; the one spoke of the redemption of 
the land, the other spoke of the revivifica¬ 
tion of the commercial and industrial springs 
of life in Palestine, and the employment of 
large means to affect the larger purpose. 
The National Fund was to be like the fund 
left by the Wandering Jew, an everlasting 
fund, continuously augmented, into which 
the Jew s were to pour their wealth in order 
that the national soil might he redeemed. 
The fund was to have everlasting life, and 
its operations were to be conducted in an 
impersonal way. so that no matter who 
passed away, the Fund remained as the 
everlasting possession of the people. And 
with proper spirit, the Jewish people re¬ 
sponded to the appeal of the National Fund. 
It has become the institution best beloved 
by non-Zionists as well as Zionists. In 
spite of its prosaic daily operations, the 
F'und contains within its meaning a bit of 
the romantic spirit which has been lacking 
in Jewish endeavors hitherto. There is 
something fascinating in the gradual in¬ 
crease of the F'und, how it has entered Jew¬ 


ish homes and captured the enthusiasm of 
thousands who have given daily of their 
interest and of their means. In the celebra¬ 
tion of the. fifteenth anniversary of the 
Fund, emphasis should be placed upon the 
far-reaching features of the institution, and 
less upon the means employed in augment¬ 
ing it. We recommend to our readers a 
careful reading of the interesting articles 
on the National Fund appearing in this 
issue, anti we hope that every Zionist will 
participate in the Mag Day of the Fund 
which occurs on Sunday, December 21 th. 

RELIOIOUS AUTONOMY IN POLAND 

HE recognition of Jewish religious au¬ 
tonomy in Poland by the German gov¬ 
ernment—following the re-organization of 
Poland and its recognition—will not satisfy 
the nationalist demands of the Jews, unless 
it is clearly intended to grant an extensive 
nationalist autonomy under the designation 
of religious organization. Some of the re¬ 
ports coming here indicate a broad appli¬ 
cation of the term, for the program includes 
the maintenance and supervision of schools, 
institutions, etc. But there is no suggestion 
of political recognition of Jewish National 
rights. It is to be regretted that Germany 
has taken this step at a time when the in¬ 
ference can be made that it was influenced 
by military or political considerations. The 
internal affairs of Poland should be dis¬ 
cussed solely from the point of view of the 
interests of the various nationalities in it. 
Any program now promulgated will neces¬ 
sarily he subject to revision when peace 
is negotiated. A judicial revision will lie 
produced by administrative reforms intro¬ 
duced in the heat of the conflict by one of 
the parties to the struggle. 


there is a revaluation of the terms employed 
in the polemics of the past thirty years. 
The assumption of the emancipationists 
was not false. They believed that emanci¬ 
pation would bring full liberty to the Jew¬ 
ish spirit. But emancipation proved to be 
an impracticable panacea. It did not lead 
to liberty but to confusion and deteriora¬ 
tion. Jt freed the Jewish body, but 
brought anemia to the Jewish spirit. Find¬ 
ing that emancipation did not work, that it 
could not work, the policy of reintegration 
w as adopted by a large body of Jew s under 
the influence of the Zionist ideal. Neces¬ 
sarily, the new policy discards not only 
the assumptions of the emancipation, but 
gives new meaning to the pre-emancipation 
aspirations of the Jewish people. It realizes 
that the Jewish problem must be dealt with 
in the modern spirit. It feels that religion 
alone—given an alien environment—is 
bound to suffer iu vigor, clearness and car¬ 
rying power: it is hound to become the 
sort of thing it is in France, in Italy. The 
question of double patriotism does not en 
ter into the problem, even if it were based 
on well-grounded fears. The problem of 
the liberation of a peop'e. to set free all its 
faculties, cannot be made dependent upon 
an exaggerated fear. It must act from its 
own axis, for its own interests, and forge 
ahead regardless of what phrases are de¬ 
stroyed in the operation. The writer in 
the Fortnightly Review will probably get 
his bearings when once he begins to under¬ 
stand the aims of the Zionist movement. 
As it is. his article sounds like the utter¬ 
ances of a Rip Van Winkle when his be¬ 
wildered mind began to deal with the reali¬ 
ties of the day. 

DR. MAONES’ REPORT 


AN ENQLISHMAN OF THE JEWISH 
FAITH 

HE trouble with the Englishman of the 
Jewish Faith who writes in the Fort¬ 
nightly Review on Zionism is that he is 
beset with explanations of terms that have 
lost their old meaning. He is bothered by 
emancipation, by religion, by assimilation, 
and cannot conceive of Jewish life iu which 


A GREAT deal will have to be said 
about the report of Dr. Magnes on 
conditions in the occupied territories. In 
a sense, it is not an official report, but 
merely the impressions of a hurried trip 
through Germany and Poland. These im¬ 
pressions may be correct, but it is clear 
that official action based upon such im¬ 
pressions would not he judicious. Natur- 
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ally, a great deal of what Dr. Magiies re¬ 
ports must be regarded as confidential. It 
remains with the Joint Distribution Com¬ 
mittee to act for the best interests of the 
Jews in Poland after it has given due 
consideration to Dr. Magnes’ impressions. 
In the meantime, Dr. Magnes has seen fit 
to correct various comments that have been 
made upon his reports, one delivered in the 
Manhattan Y. M. H. A., the other before 
the People’s Relief Committee. He thinks 
that the article in The Maccabaean of last 
month on “Relief in Poland” revealed 
a lack of information. I do not 
want to be technical. Nor should Dr. Mag¬ 
nes be technical. When I used the words 
"moneys for the Jews in the occupied ter¬ 
ritories” I meant, as my readers could 
readily see, relief moneys. Dr. Magnes ad¬ 
mits that public relief moneys for the Jews 
in the general government of Warsaw 
could be sent through the American Consul 
at Warsaw, but he does not think it ad¬ 
visable to do so. Even the sending of 
money to individual Jews by the Provis¬ 
ional Zionist Committee through the Amer¬ 
ican Consul and Polish Jewish Committees 
he disapproves of. His report is intended 
to strengthen the position of those who be¬ 
lieve that the German Hilfscomite should 


Jews after the war are being created by us 
during the war. If the leaders of the re¬ 
lief in Germany are assimilators, they are 
strengthened in their position by the fact 
that Jews of America entrust them with 
relief funds, and no matter what we may 
do after the war, they will have impressed 
high political circles with their views of 
Jewish policy, which it will be almost im¬ 
possible for us to eradicate. Dr. Magnes 
says that it is only through the men in the 
Hilfsverein that the German government 
may successfully be approached. It is evi¬ 
dent, therefore, that when these men do ap¬ 
proach the German government it will not 
be possible for them to suppress their poli¬ 
tical ideas. By adding one Jewish Socialist 
and one Zionist to the Hilfscomite nothing 
is accomplished. The control remains with 
the men who are represented by Kahn, 
Nathan and Simon. They arc the virtual 
administrators. They have the office, thev 
conduct the correspondence, they represent 
the Hilfscomite before the government. It 
was to have been expected that when Dr. 
Magnes returned from Europe, he would 
report that a German committee must be 
employed, but if a German committee why 
one headed by men like Simon, Kalin and 
Nathan? Are there no other German Jews, 


men who are not such outspoken assimila¬ 
tors who could become the leaders in the 
relief? Especially so when Dr. Magnes 
himself admits that the necessity that com¬ 
pels the employment of a German commit¬ 
tee is deplorable. But instead of doing this. 
Dr. Magnes comes back with but one con¬ 
clusion : Give the control of the relief mon¬ 
eys for Jews in Poland, the gifts of Amer¬ 
ican Jews, to assimilation. This could have 
been expected from an assimilator, but not 
from a man who at one time worked hand 
in hand with Zionists. 

THE PEOPLE’S RELIEF COMMITTEE 

HE People’s Relief Convention at Bos¬ 
ton was wholly under the influence of 
nationalistic ideals in relief. The declara 
tion adopted by a unanimous vote should 
please every Zionist, for it contains in brief 
form a statement of policy which ought 
to guide the relief work in the United 
States. The relief of the victims of the war 
should not be regarded as charity. It must 
be considered as a national obligation. Not 
only elementary relief, but relief so organ¬ 
ized on a constructive basis that it will not 
be necessary for long to continue the send¬ 
ing of relief from this country. The Bos¬ 
ton convention revealed a healthy state of 


be the medium through which all American 
Jewish relief funds are to be sent. What 
difference does it make, therefure. whether 
I used the word "could” instead of ‘‘should" 
and "moneys” instead of "public relief mon¬ 
eys.” He proposes that under the circum¬ 
stances, all moneys, public relief as well as 
individual, should be sent through the Ger¬ 
man Hilfscomite. At the same time, he 
admits that something is not altogether 
right about this proposed arrangement, for 
he emphasizes the fact that the new name 
of the committee indicates that it is to dis¬ 
tribute American Jewish relief moneys. 
Was this not the fact before? Was it not 
known that the funds distributed by the 
Hilfscomite came from America? He 
also admits that new members may be 
added to the Hilfscomite in Berlin, and that 
it is his hope ultimately to place full re¬ 
sponsibility in local committees in Poland 
and Lithuania. Why should there be fuller 
responsibility if the German committee is 
so efficient and so desirable? 

HIS DRIFT 

P) OES Dr. Magnes realize his position 
when he comes to us as an advocate 
of the German Hilfscomite? He knows— 
for he has seen the documents—that the 
Hilfsverein, since the outbreak of the war. 
presented the German government with a 
statement from its agent in Palestine, Eph¬ 
raim Cohn, which it sent on to the Turkish 
government, in which the government was 
advised why and how it should rid Pales¬ 
tine of Zionists. On the basis of this ad¬ 
vice, the Ottoman government ordered the 
expulsion of well-known Zionists and the 
closing of the Anglo-Palestine bank. Tin- 
persons who acted for the Hilfsverein in 
this matter were Dr. Paul Nathan and Dr. 
Bernard Kahn, both of whom are in the 
Hilfscomite. Dr. Magnes states that re¬ 
lief has nothing to do with the political in¬ 
terests of the Jews. This is not clear. One 
thing is certain: The conditions of the 
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mind, enthusiasm combined with intelli¬ 
gence. It is to be hoped that as a result 
of the work done at Boston, a new- note will 
he struck in the relief work. Those who 
so eagerly attacked the combination made 
between the Zionists and socialists in re¬ 
lief work at the Manhattan convention will 
repent of their attacks, when they read the 
proceedings of the Boston convention, and 
note how strongly in every particular the 
nationalist spirit broke out in effective reso¬ 
lutions. The question was not one of con¬ 
trol of the Relief Committee, but the con¬ 
trol lies in the hands of nationalist Jews. 
The question was how to maintain the na¬ 
tional spirit in the People’s Relief Commit¬ 
tee without breaking it. The Peoples’ Re¬ 
lief Committee is now stronger than ever, 
and the transformation has been effected 
without loss of prestige. There are 
many anxious that the nationalists 
in the Committee take notice of the 
tactless and insulting speech of Congress¬ 
man Meyer London delivered at the Boston 
mass-meeting. We have no doubt that Mr. 
London will act in accordance with the pol¬ 
icy he adopted in Congress. Whenever he 
overstepped the limits of propriety he forth¬ 
with apologized. In view of the protests 
that have been made against his Boston 
address, lie will doubtless apologize and 
promise never to transgress any more. Cer¬ 
tainly, it is not worth while to make a party 
issue of an address delivered by a speaker 
who quite frequently offends the sensibili¬ 
ties of bis friends and outrages the feel¬ 
ings of those who arc not of his party. 
The work of relief cannot be halted to take 
notice of an address delivered by a man 
who does not remember what lie said. 
Among gentlemen, resignation follows a 
breach of the spirit of the organization 
with which one is connected. Should Mr. 
London be inspired with a desire to benefit 
the Peoples’ Relief Committee, his volun¬ 
tary resignation ought to follow as a mat¬ 
ter of course, The Reviewer. 


Ninety-fight 


pccember, igi6 


Digitized by GOOglC 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

















The Treasure-House of Souls 

By M. Seheinkin 


TALMUDIC legend tells us that there 
is in God’s I leaven a room called Guf 
(body) and that this very room is the 
dwelling of the souls which quicken the 
earth. From time to time a tender little 
soul leaves its home and Hies through the 
vast spaces of the universe until it finds 
its resting-place in a suitable body. The soul enters upon 
a corporeal existence and thus a new being appears in the 
world. And when all the souls will have been incorpor¬ 
ated Alashiach will come. 



An Alley In the Herzl Forest. 


Undoubtedly the treasure-house of souls has many sec¬ 
tions; and one of its fairest nooks is that in which the 
Jewish revival fashions its souls. 

Prometheus robbed the gods of fire. Zionism steals 
little by little into the treasure-house and brings hence 
souls of such beauty that they cause the eye to glow and 
the heart to leap for joy. And the best of them are those 
which have been embodied in the Jewish National Fund. 

Air and water are free for all men, God’s gifts to his 
creatures. And the soil? We cannot live severed from 
it. Why is it not free for all who wish to cultivate it 
and nourish themselves by the fruit of their labor? How 
does it happen that the few have seized God’s earth and 
divided it among themselves? How is it that there are 
men who have no work for their hands, men who have 
no ground beneath their feet, men who have no place 
to rest their heads? 

And now that the Jews are creating a new life for 
themselves, let them not commit the age-old mistake. 
Should they who have money “redeem the Holy Land” 
and the workman remain homeless? Go, and open their 
eyes. Let us acquire as much land as possible, but let 
it belong to no one and to every one. Do not rest until 
the whole country will have become the property of the 
whole people. Air, water, and land must be free to all. 
Speed, little soul, speed. Do not shrink from the mighty, 
cruel world; illumine the minds and the hearts of all 
men. Some there are who will understand your mes¬ 
sage now, others not yet sufficiently enlightened. And 
thus, in the limitless ocean, steadfast islands are being 
created—national farms. 


And they liock thither, the sons and daughters of the 
Jewish people. They come from different countries and 
classes, children who have left behind them parents and 
fair prospects. They come from schools, from workshops, 
from factories and barracks; they come to seek a home 
and to strengthen their souls with creative labor. Some 
men wish to conquer the world, but these have as their 
goal the conquest of work, Kibbush hu-Avodah. Where 
can they find suitable employment? Of course they 
might sell their hands for a few pennies, but what of the 
thoughts and feelings with which they desire to enrich 
their work, which are of no value to the individual prop¬ 
erty-owner? These find their full development in the 
national farms. 

There is in Palestine the society of Shom’rim, intrepid 
riders and unerring marksmen who guard the Jewish 
colonies against the Arabs. They do not flinch from 
months of service, from keeping vigil under the burning 
sun and the driving rains. But they have wives and 
children who must be cared for, and are themselves in 
need of a place where they can rest, of a refuge in times 
of sickness. Where can a home he found for them, if 
not on national soil? The same may be said of the 
Jewish herdsmen. 

And when the Jewish youth feels the need of erecting 
a social edifice as yet undreamed-of on a co-operative 
or communistic foundation, where is he to find the free 
scope for economic experimentation until plans will have 
been perfected? Where can this progressive creative 
spirit be fittingly embodied, if not on the land of the 
National Fund? 

And when the daughter of Israel wants to take part 
in the revival of her people? Why should she let a ma¬ 
chine in the Galuth sap her youth and strength, or be 
tied to the kitchen in her home? Better that she should 
work shoulder to shoulder with her brothers in the life- 
giving fields. But how can she be trained for agricultural 



Tin* National Fund Colonoy Kinereth, in which there Ik an agri¬ 
cultural School for girls. 

work? A delicate soul flits from the heavenly treasure- 
house and alights in the delightful corner where the Jor¬ 
dan emerges from Kinereth—and behold! A farm 
springs up, a school, a home for Jewish girls. Their 
beautiful eyes are bright and limpid as Kinereth in its 
banks, their rosy, sunburnt cheeks as sweet as the flow- 



December, ipi6 


Ninety-nine 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLI 
URBANA-CHAMP 


GN 


Digits 


Google 




THE MACCABAEAN 


ering fields around it. The gardens are flourishing, the 
young saplings extent along the shore of the rippling 
Jordan, the sky is of a dazzling blue, and in the far dis¬ 


tance towers of the hoary summit of Hermon! No! 
Surely this soul need not regret having left the other 
world for this enchanting spot. . . 

“There was a man; he is no more. Too soon was his 
life's song silenced.” 

There was a Dr. Herzl. He lived, he created the Zion¬ 
ist organization. How may his name he perpetuated ? 
Books and legends do not suffice. Books are read only 
in leisure moments, legends are repeated only on occasion. 
It is in the Land of Israel that a fitting memorial must 
he established. And therefore a plantation of olives has. 
been started, the profits of which are to go to the Jewish 


high schools of Palestine. Trees dotting the meadows 
are significant letters on the pages of history. They 
constitute an ever-growing monument, a true embodiment 
of the people’s soul. 

The tree of knowledge and the tree of life 
grow side by side in the new Palestine. Schools 
for science and art have been founded. And 
in order that the Jewish spirit may enter once 
more upon a corporeal existence, a concrete 
nationalistic foundation is provided—national 
soil. The National Library and the Bezalel 
■School in Jerusalem, the Gymnasia Ibrith in 
Jaffa, and the Technical Institute in Haifa 
have all been built upon land belonging to the 
National Fund, that is to say, to the whole 
Jewish people. And no sooner was it decided 
to found a university in Palestine, a dwelling- 
place for the unfettered Jewish spirit, than a 
site was provided on national soil, in one of the 
most beautiful and important spots in the 
country. And the newly-wrought soul which 
Zionism has called from the treasure-house of 
souls knows well where its home is to be; it 
flutters to and fro over consecrated ground 
and awaits the glorious moment when it will 
enter upon its incarnation. 

And now when the momentous hour strikes 
and the Jewish people are to flow in a mighty stream to 
Palestine—now r is the time when large stretches of land 
will be needed for those who have the strength and de¬ 
sire to till God’s earth. From the corner in the treasure- 
house of souls, where the nationalistic Jewish spirit has 
its home, there will appear strong and joyous souls, sotils 
of energy, of development, of creative effort, of true 
brotherhood and democracy, of self-respect and universal 
lovfe.. .How long have they awaited the hour of deliv¬ 
erance . .. 

And when all the souls will have been incorporated— 
then Mashiach will come. 



A Yemenite Shepherd In the National Fund Colony Ben Shemen. 


Chanukah 

By Jessie E. Sampter 


’Twas a remnant of our people 
Tore from Greeks tht sword, 

Cleared the Land and cleaned the Temple 
Dedicated to the Lord. 

Is there now a Temple standing? 

Not a stone is there. 

Still the Maccabees are banding 
For the battle with despair. 


One-hundred 


Digitized by Google 


How the "cultured classes” languish 
In the spell of Greece! 
Maccabaeans, rise in anguish 
To destroy a rotten peace! 

We shall build a holy nation 
From a scattered horde— 

We, whose hearts in dedication 
Burn as lamps before the Lord. 
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Some National Fund Talk 
By Senior Abel 


Sic mcinten: In Anfang sci das Geld. 
Nein! Itn Anfang ist die Idee. 

Herd. 



I. 

HESE words were uttered by the immor¬ 
tal leader in his opening address to the 
fifth Zionist Congress. The same Con¬ 
gress, inspired by a great idea, called 
into being, with but slender means, a 
fund calculated to guide the destinies 
of a re-born nation: the Jewish National Fund. 

The idea of a Homeland for the Jews, as incorporated 
in the Basle Program, was then five years old. But a 
Homeland is not necessarily an abode for social justice. 
Is not the danger of private land ownership and land 
monopoly, with all their inherent evils, lurking there 
already? Does not he, the weary landless wanderer, 
know the wrongfulness of land lust and land grabbing? 
And shall not he, the misjudged of all the earth, pro¬ 
vide for justice in his own 
Homeland? He certainly shall. 

The National Fund shall ac¬ 
quire land in Palestine as the 
inalienable property of the Jew¬ 
ish People, leaseable to anyone 
who is willing to till, sow and 
plant. “For mine is the land,” 
saith the Lord. 

Since then the idea devel¬ 
oped. The bare land is of no 
avail to the settler who has 
neither implements nor money. 

Why should not the nation pro¬ 
vide the creators of its wealth 
also with implements, live 
stock, even with a little house, 
all or any, as the case may re¬ 
quire, on reasonable terms? Of 
course it should, and the Co-op¬ 
erative Colonization Fund and 
Workmen’s Dwelling Fund 
were called into being as 
brandies of the Jewish Na¬ 
tional Fund. 

Many factors are now work¬ 
ing for the Jewish resettle¬ 
ment of Palestine. They are 
highly welcome. But the Na¬ 
tional Fund will outgrow 
them all. for it will outlive 
them all. Gradually it will 
come into possession of the 

soil and control its output. In conjunction with the 
Jewish Colonial Trust—-whose shares are already being 
turned over to the Fund in large numbers by their present 
holders—it will control the industries, dominate the 
means of transportation and regulate commerce. It will 
become the reservoir for the surplus energies of the 
nation, receiving, redistributing, and receiving them back 
again in an endless process of nationalization. What a 
splendid perspective! 

And this is to come about with or without the help 
of our wealthy. It was not true, as we all know, that 
the Golden Calf had delivered our forefathers from the 
house of bondage, though the high priest made it. Neither 
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shall it deliver Israel from modern bondage, no matter 
what the modern high priests do. The deliverance will 
come through the divine spirit inherent in a just and 
sublime idea. 

II. 

“They thought that in the beginning is the money”— 

This reminds the writer of a characteristic case. 

Pursuant to a resolution of a well known Jewish Com¬ 
munity (Kehillah), in the metropolis of a country which 
we all love, its delegates have caused a well known Jew¬ 
ish Committee to vote, on November 9, 1913, five thous¬ 
and dollars for the Workmen’s Dwelling Fund of the 
Jewish National Fund. It was to assist Yemenite Jew¬ 
ish refugees in Palestine to earn a livelihood in the 
Jewish Colonies away from the squalor of the towns. 
The money was there. It was to come from the 
remainder of a pogrom relief 
fund, of which this Committee 
had obtained control, and 
which was to be used for the 
relief of just such refugees. 
The president of the Commit¬ 
tee was entrusted with the car¬ 
rying out of the resolution, and 
—poor Yemenites! In the light 
of recent occurences one may 
be inclined to think that they 
would have fared much better 
were the relief to reach them 
by means of a Jewish Group 
Fund. As it was, the presi¬ 
dent, although doubly bound to 
turn over the money—for he 
was elected on the Committee 
by the Community—found him¬ 
self powerless to overcome the 
many obstacles piled up, no 
doubt, by the ill-luck of the poor 
refugees. As a result, the five 
thousand dollars are as far 
from Palestine to-day as they 
were over three years ago. The 
Guardian of Israel, let us sup¬ 
pose, had to take care of the 
pious Yemenites. 

Another case. 

It was on a Sunday afternoon 
in the fall of 1915. The 

writer was sitting in the National Fund Bureau talking 
to the secretary. In came a solemn looking man, near¬ 
ing middle age. What he had to say, while controlling 
his emotion with difficulty, was brief and sad. He was—, 
let his name be recorded—Jacob Margolis, of Freeport, 
L. I. Some months ago death had claimed his beloved 
little boy. An accident. He was run over by a 

vehicle. An indemnity case followed and has now been 
settled. He is to receive about two hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. He would not keep this money, the blood 

money of his child. Nor is he in need of it. True, his 

occupation as schochet in so small a community does not 
yield him a full livelihood. But he always manages to 


December, ipi 6 


One-hnndred-one 


Digitized by Google 


Original from 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 





THE MACCABAEAN 


do something besides. He either peddles or teaches 
Hebrew. No, he would give the money to the Tree 
Fund of the Jewish National Fund. He used to teach 
his boy Hebrew and relate to him stories about Pales¬ 
tine. Let there grow new fruit trees in the Herzl Forest 
in his memory. Are not the proceeds of these trees to 
go ultimately towards the maintenance of schools, where 
lovely little boys will receive Hebrew instruction? 

“No, in the beginning comes the idea!” 

III. 

On the 24th of this month, in connection with the 
Feast of the Maccabees, the third annual Zion Flag Day 
of the Jewish National Fund will take place. 

In the beginning is aesthetics, said Hadassah, and 
opposed street collections. Like their namesake in the 
Book of Esther, they tell us: Go, assemble all the Jews. 
But the Jews would not assemble unless imbued with 
our idea. Is there anything more expressive of our hopes 
and ideals than the combination of Hanukah, Zion Flag 
and National Fund? 

The over-secularized and dejudaized Jewish street is 
badly in need of some such redeeming touches. Demon¬ 


strative devotion to a noble ideal is the proper antidote to 
naked mammonism. So were we commanded of old in or¬ 
der to counteract the ravages of idolatry, to proclaim the 
unity of God even when walking by the road, and to 
write it upon our doorsteps and upon our gates. 

Regulation requires the Hanukah Lights to shine unto 
the street. Poor old Hanukah Lights! Their strength 
failed them in the age of electricity. It was sad enough to 
behold them brushed aside by the enticing light of 
modern civilization. It is infinitely sadder to perceive 
them dimmed by the electric business sign, now almost 
the only sign that remains of that enticing light. If we 
are to rekindle them, with the fire of our idea, let us 
make them shine unto the street. 

Symbols become obsolete when the idea which they 
were to perpetuate loses its hold upon life. Only new 
action can revive the idea, readjust it to life and restore 
effectiveness to the symbol. So the National Fund, a 
revived and ennobled idea turned into deed, lends new 
meaning to Hanukah and the Zion Flag alike. It does 
more than that. It makes each donor a party to the deed. 

In the beginning comes the idea —have we the idea? 



Inspired by the Fifth Zionist Congress in Basle. 


The National Fund 


By Dr. Harry Frietlenwald 


Why is it that the National Fund has won so warm 
a place in our hearts? We regard with great interest all 
the institutions which the Zionist movement has brought 
into existence. We are proud of the Banks, of what 
they have accomplished, and we are pleased that we have 
invested moneys in them. In the Palestinian schools we 
see the instruments with which the new Jewish spirit will 
be forged and we are glad that through our aid we have 
part in them. ' The moneys given to Emergency Fund 
we look upon as a voluntary tax which we are ready to 
pay to conduct our great movement and keep it alive and 
active during a critical period. But the National Fund 
has become the object of sentiment, of fond affection. It 
is no tax, it is no unwilling surrender of what we feel we 
must give up! It is the glad thank-offering, which we 
consecrate to the great Jewish future, the sacrifice we 
bring on the altar of our National renaissance. On all 
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important occasions, at births, at marriages, and deaths, 
we find the opportunity for giving to the National Fund ; 
it adds joy to our joys, it takes away some of the pain 
of our sorrows, for we think of the better times that are 
in store for our people. In our homes we are reminded 
'by the unpretentious little “Box” that the Fund is ever 
ready to take our offerings, large or small. Every gift 
we make, every tree we plant, returns its reward in the 
consciousness that we are buying back the land that is 
dear to us, and restoring its ancient fertility. 

Thus we can account for the fact that even in these 
days of trial and sorrow, when just appeals are made on 
every side, the National Fund retains its popularity. May 
it grow larger and larger in means and in power as the 
years roll on, and may it ever gain a higher place in our 
devotion, our interest and our affection ! 
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The Anniversary of {the National Fund 


By Dr. Baer Epstein 



E Jewish National Fund celebrates its 
fifteenth anniversary at a time when the 
greater portion of the Jewish people is 
living through the greatest catastrophe 
which has ever befallen any nation, when 
destruction and devastation are bringing 

_havoc to the economic and spiritual life 

of our people, and when one part of the same people is 
warring against the other. The ranks of the firmly estab¬ 
lished Zionist organization are thinning and the best 
forces of the Zionist camp are torn from their own 
national creative service to saturate with their blood 
the battle fields of stranger nations, or struggling heroi¬ 
cally on the ruins of our people to ameliorate the suffer¬ 
ings of the impoverished, dejected and ravished of our 
brethren. 

A time like the present is not 
most propitious to give expression 
to the great achievements of the 
most beloved of all our institutions, 
the Jewish National Fund. But 
with devotion we can at this mo¬ 
ment unite in silent prayer and 
hearty thanksgiving and for a brief 
but thorough consideration of the 
import of our mighty institution. 

Of what significance is the Na¬ 
tional Fund to us, what has it given 
to us since its creation, and what 
is it possible to yield us in the fu¬ 
ture? These are questions which 
confront us and which should al¬ 
ways stand before us; but particu¬ 
larly at this time when we are at 
the conclusion of a momentous 
period of its existence. 

We Jews who strive for national 
freedom on our ancient land, differ 
very much from the other op¬ 
pressed people who strive for their 
own freedom. They occupy their 
own historic homeland; they want 
only national and political emanci¬ 
pation. We find ourselves every¬ 
where on foreign soil and are face 
to face with a two-fold struggle—to 
regain our ancient homeland and then to acquire national 
and political freedom there. Our goal would be much 
nearer if we, or a great portion of us, would have long 
since occupied our old home. The idea of the National 
Fund offers us this advantage and is thereby inseparable 
from the Zionist idea, and in this respect the National 
Fund probably occupies the first position in all Zionist en¬ 
deavors. The logical sequence is first of all the possession 
of the land, then independence and national emcanpiation. 
It was as a matter of course, therefore, that the idea of 
establishing the National Fund sprang up side by side 
with the founding of the Zionist organization; at the 
first Zionist Congress it was proposed by Prof. Hermann 
Schapiro, although it was not realized until some years 
later. 

The National Fund has given our movement reality. 
By it, Zionism has emerged from the abstract; from an 
existence as a pure theory it advanced to practical 
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achievement. Without it, Zionism would lack the practi¬ 
cal side. Most everything of value which we now pos¬ 
sess in Palestine, including the excellent educational in¬ 
stitutions and the wonderful Hebraic spirit which pre¬ 
vails in the new settlement, is the result of unorganized 
latent striving and longing of a part of the Jewish 
people for its ancient home. 

Organized Zionism had no opportunity to contribute 
its share to what has been accomplished in Palestine. 
It was “political.’' “charter,” and “cultural,” but not 
colonizing and constructive in the land which is to be the 
home of our people. There was no firm ground to 
stand upon and everything seemed to be suspended 
in the air until the National Fund purchased the first 
parcel of ground in Palestine. This 
was the first real victory for Zion¬ 
ism ; this was the first acquired po¬ 
sition in our land. Immediately joy 
filled our ranks, and suddenly, one 
scented the healthful frangrance of 
mother earth and the sweet odors 
of grass and flowers. One felt his 
own soil under foot—the land of 
the Zionist, a product of indefa¬ 
tigable collective Zionist work and 
a resultant of the small gifts of the 
whole people, not of individuals or 
of philanthropists. 

The National Fund assures our 
future. Its democratic statutes for¬ 
bid the sale of land and permit it 
only to be parcelled out in perpet- 
ural rental. Thus is the soil secured 
as the perpetual possession of the 
Jewish people and simultaneously 
with it, is our national existence in 
Palestine secured. Two different 
political policies are followed in the 
peaceful acquirement of a new ter¬ 
ritory, a ‘colonial’ policy and a 
‘colonization’ policy. The first is 
invoked when commercial and finan¬ 
cial domination is desired. For this 
purpose capital and a requisite num¬ 
ber of skillful individuals to develop 
the natural resources of the land are all sufficient. The 
second policy is followed not when economic control alone 
is desired, but when in addition thereto, spiritual and 
cultural control is to be established in the new territory. 
For this latter purpose, capital only will not suffice, but 
large numbers must be settled in the new acquisition. 
The masses are the standard bearers of the national 
spirit and implant it and themselves firmly in the newly 
acquired land. 

For our aspirations in Palestine the second policy must 
be adhered to. Palestine must become Jewish, and can 
become so not only by bringing large capital into it and 
by adopting capitalistic methods of land development. 
Jews are not essential for this purpose. Arabs are in 
plenty whose labor is cheap and Chinese coolies will work 
for still less under capitalistic exploitation. We want 
principally the modest Jewish peasant, the diligent work¬ 
man who is inclined to make sacrifices in settling in the 
land and who shares the common responsibilities. We 
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want the every-day-Jew who thinks and lives in the Jew¬ 
ish spirit and will bring up his children in that spirit. 
If we succeed in bringing this virtuous and thrifty ele¬ 
ment into Palestine, our national existence will be secured 
there. And this element the National Fund does bring in. 

As we stand at the conclusion of fifteen years of Na¬ 
tional Fund activity and look at its slow but certain 
development, both in its increasing income and in its 
commendable achievements in Palestine, our hearts fill 
with pride and hope. In Judaea and Galilee stretch miles 
of green fields and thickly planted gardens, cultivated 
and nurtured by Jewish hands on publicly owned Jew¬ 
ish soil. These are conquests which encourage us to 
continue our efforts. The income of the Jewish National 
Fund increases with a steady pace. No financial insti¬ 
tution, either Zionist or of a general Jewish character 
has met with such success as the Jewish National Fund. 
It is growing in favor and popularity among the masses 
and has united the people with the land. It has bridged 
the gap between our ancient home and the indestructible 
longing for that land. The strength of our movement 
can now be accurately measured. The register is the 
Jewish National Fund. 


In the present grief-filled period the National Fund 
consoles and comforts us. Everthing is destroyed and 
ruined: our homes ransacked and put to flame; our sons 
maimed and butchered; our sisters bereaved of husbands, 
famished and dejected; but the spirit of our people re¬ 
mains unbroken. The National Fund occupies a place 
of honor even among the ruins of our people; even there 
where famine and want stride about unchecked; where 
infants thirst for a drop of milk and aged languish for 
a morsel of bread; even there pennies are laid aside with 
the greatest solicitude for the National Fund. These 
pennies are not of base material but each is a drop of 
life-—a blood offering. These are the symbols of self- 
sacrifice peculiar to our nation, and therein lies the 
strength of an institution, the high aim of which is to 
build and create. 

We bow our heads before this great institution which 
embodies within itself the basic ideas of our Zionist en¬ 
deavors and constitutes the treasure of a people; the 
inestimable treasure of which each penny is the life-blood 
of a Tew and each dollar is coined from the heart of our 
brethren and each million is a tower of hope of an an¬ 
cient people dedicated to its ancient home. 


Tike Growth of the National Fund 

in America 



NE of the most remarkable and pleasing 
phenomena in the development of the 
Zionist Movement in this country has 
been the growth of the National Fund, 
particularly since the organization of the 
National Fund Bureau for America, in 
1910. It was at the re¬ 
quest of the Federation of American Zion¬ 
ists that the Board of Directors of the head 
office of the National Fund in Cologne, 

Germany, whose president was then Dr. M. 

I. Bodenheimer, decided to establish a bu¬ 
reau in America. The latter, acting upon 
the request of the Federation of American 
Zionists, sent one of its representatives. Mr. 

Hugo Kaufman, to this country, in April. 

1910, to organize the bureau, which organ¬ 
ization was affected on May 24th, with Da¬ 
vid H. Lieberman (now dead) as chairman 
of the bureau and Mr. S. Abel and Rabbi 
Jos. Jasin as directors and Isaac H. Rubin 
as secretary 

Here are a few interesting figures showing the remark¬ 
able progress of the National Fund in this country since 
the establishment of the Bureau. Prior to 1910, National 
Fund collections in this country never amounted to more 
than $8,000 and the number of cities where collections 
were made was not more than fortv-seven. In tort, one 
year after the formation of the Bureau, collections in¬ 
creased to the sum of $20,149.25 and the number of cities 
participating in the collection that vear was one hundred 
fifty-six I11 the years following, collections, and the num¬ 
ber of cities in which these were made, kent constantly 
increasing until this year when the National Fund income 
has been increased to $55,321.41, gathered in three hun¬ 
dred fifty-one cities in the Union. 
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National Fund activities in this country were particu¬ 
larly successful by its original undertakings, such as 
Flower Day and Flag Day. The first Flower Day insti¬ 
tuted in May, 1914, yielded the sum of $$4,062.33. Two 
years later, in May of this year, $16,650 was collected 
as the result of a Flower Day collection. The first Flag 
Day held in February, 1915, yielded $7,- 
587.03. The Flag Day collection in De¬ 
cember of tlie same year, amounted to 
$13,200.71. 

During tbe six years since the establish¬ 
ment of the National Fund Bureau for 
America, $39,135 insurance was taken out 
bv three hundred and ninety-two members 
of the Order Sons of Zion for the benefit 
of the National Fund. Large amounts 
have also been bequeathed to the National 
Fund by a number of Zionists. It is esti¬ 
mated that insurance and bequests carried 
for the National Fund Bureau by indiv¬ 
idual Zionists amounts to over $100,000. 

The present directorate of the National Fund Bureau 
for America consists of Mr. S. Abel, chairman; Louis 
Robison, treasurer; Isaac H. Rubin, secretary: and Mor- 
decai Epstein, representative of the Mizrachi Bureau. 
Victor Schwarz, of The Order Sons of Zion, and Isidore 
Zar of the Poale Zion. 

* * * 

America is now the only country where, temporarily at 
least, National Fund work can be extensively carried 
on. Tt is highly proper, therefore, this country—where 
the fund has made such remarkable progress during the 
past few years, shall properly celebrate the fifteenth anni¬ 
versary of the founding of the National Fund which 
occurs this month. 

December, U)i6 


Digitizi 


Google 


Original from 

JNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS A1 
URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 



By Rufus Learsi 


I. 

ENERAL DMITRI PETROFF 
GREGORIEFF, retired after long and 
distinguished service to a sinecure 
post in Tobolsk, Western Siberia, was 
one of the last survivors of the old 
cantonists and a rare example of the 
occasional success of the bold and 
cruel conversionist-military policy of Czar Nicholas I. 
The General was now in his seventy-sixth year, his 
health still unimpaired in spite of his numerous cam¬ 
paigns for the glory of the White Little Father, be¬ 
ginning with the Crimean War in 1852 , where he 
served as drummer-boy, and ending with the cam¬ 
paigns in Manchuria in 1904 . Tall, bald-headed, florid¬ 
faced, with a broad smooth-shaven chin and thick 
white moustache, the General presented a distin¬ 
guished and stern appearance which bore out his rep¬ 
utation as a harsh and unrelenting disciplinarian. 
More than sixty-five years of Russian military life and 
Greek Catholic ceremonialism seemed to have stamped 
out every trace of his Semitic origin. 

Filled with naive and genuine loyalty and love for 
his Monarch which amounted almost to adoration, the 
General had felt ill at ease in the atmosphere of cor¬ 
ruption and cynicism which pervaded the officialdom 
of the Capital to which he at first had been retired. 
He had therefore asked for and obtained his present 
post in Siberia in a town small enough for his rank 
and station to be honorably in evidence. Here he 
lived a life of punctilious routine, in dignified con¬ 
tentment, unburdened by the duties and interests of 
family, for his wife had died many years before and 
his children had become scattered in various parts of 
the Empire. 

The outbreak of the European War roused the old 
General from the state of complacent torpor into which 
he had sunk, and which seemed to border on senility. 
His soldier’s blood began to stir fitfully and the 
thought of danger and glory gave him no rest. He 
wrote an appealing letter to the Minister of War, in 
which he begged to be allowed to return to the colors. 
‘‘It would not be just,” he wrote, “for Your Excel¬ 
lency to permit me to die like an old woman in my 
bed when my comrades have given their lives on the 
field for the glory of Russia.” He advanced, also, his 
knowledge of the German language as proof of his po¬ 
tential usefulness. 

They W'ent over his record, and after much delibera¬ 
tion, assigned him to a minor post on the staff of one 
of the armies operating in the south. 

Early in September General Dmitri Petroff Grer- 
orieff joined this army which, after having captured 
Lemberg, proceeded to the invasion and occupation of 
the rest of the Austrian Province of Galicia. 

II 

The small town of Wolacza in Galicia, on one of the 
tributaries of the Dniester, lay silent and deserted be¬ 
fore the advance of the Russians. For an hour or two, 
a small detachment of Austrians with a few field-pieces 
had replied in a merely formal manner to the Russian 
bombardment and then withdrew across the stream. 
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Not a soul seemed left in the town when the invaders 
entered. 

Among the officers who stopped to take up quarters 
in Wolocza was General Gregorieff. His orderly, a 
brisk young peasant with a Tartar face and large glint¬ 
ing teeth had entered the deserted home of one of the 
richest inhabitants and prepared it for his master’s 
residence. Though most of the furnishings had been 
taken away by the owners in their flight, the orderly 
succeeded in bringing together all that was necessary 
for his old master’s comfort. 

Soon after installing himself, the General sat down 
before a tall mirror in a large high-ceiled room and 
prepared to shave his thick white-stubbled chin, an 
operation which he always performed himself with 
punctilious care and regularity. 

The door at the opposite end of the room opened 
and, in the mirror, he saw his servant enter, half lead¬ 
ing and half dragging a small human creature of 
strange appearance. 

“Your Excellency,” the servant saluted, “I found 
this person in a large building further down the street, 
a sort of public house. I found him hiding in the gar¬ 
ret.” 

The General felt much put out by this interruption. 

“Why did you bring him here?” he shouted. 

“Your Excellency,” the orderly stammered, “I—I 
thought he might be a spy.” 

General Gregorieff laid his razor down and very 
heavily banged his chair right about. 

The individual whom the orderly held by the collar, 
was draped in a long shabby coat of thin glossy ma¬ 
terial, too big for the wearer, whose hands were in¬ 
visible in the sleeves. A cap of proportionate dimen¬ 
sions hid the upper part of his face but allowed two 
black thin and straggling forelocks to emerge and 
taper down almost to the corners of the mouth. 

The General glowered both at the prisoner and the 
captor. 

“Remove his cap!” he ordered. 

The soldier seized the cap and threw it down. 

Two large childish eyes, dark and frightened, stared 
feverishly at the General out of a small, thin and white 
face. 

“Idiot!” the General snapped at his servant, “Don’t 
you see it’s a boy, a mere child? Take him aw r ay!” 

The General’s chair stamped around again towards 
the mirror. 

Suddenly he heard the child behind him begin to 
W’eep. It sounded like some mournful chant broken 
by sobs and gasps. 

There was a sudden and irrepressible tug at the old 
man’s heart. Back again thumped the chair. 

“Bring him here!” he shouted. “What are you 
weeping for? What do you want? What ails you?” 
he flung the questions at the boy whose sobs became 
convulsive in his effort to stifle them. 

The General looked perplexed. Then he asked the 
bov, in German, and with a softer note in his voice: 

“Wie heisst du?” 

“Mendel,” came the sobbing answer. 

“Why did they not take you out of the town?” 

"Ich bin a yossem.” 
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“Yossem? What do you mean? Where is your 
father, your mother?” 

‘‘I have no father and no mother.” 

‘‘Why are you crying?” 

“I—am—hungry.” 

“Here!” cried the General with a feeling of relief to 
his servant, ‘‘Take him away and feed him—and then 
bring him back to me,” he added, watching the 
strangely draped little figure shuffling out of the room. 

The General resumed his shaving but his hand shook 
more than ever, and several times he drew blood from 
his stern and florid countenance. 

‘‘Strange child!” he kept thinking, “Jewish, appar¬ 
ently.—Yossem, what’s that? Very affecting. Bah!” 

III. 

Some little time afterwards Mendel again stood be¬ 
fore the General. His pale little face seemed to have 
filled in and become rounder. He hung his head down 
but kept raising his eyes furtively towards the Gen¬ 
eral with a mixture of timidity and slyness. 

The old soldier sat contemplating the queer little 
figure, and the expression on his face gradually re¬ 
laxed. He began to feel amused. 

“Well, Mendel, do you feel better now?’” 

“Gott zu danken, a little better,” was the prompt 
reply, accompanied with a slight shake of the head to 
one side, and a shrug of the shoulders. 

The quaintness of the words and gesture was em¬ 
phasized by the queer intonation of the little Jew. 
There was a note of satisfied resignation and humility 
in it, an absurd maturity and finality, which contrasted 
ludicrously with the age of the speaker. It had the 
effect of making the little stranger familiar and in¬ 
timate and evoked a pleasurable sensation in the old 
man. 

“And now, Mendel, what will you do? What are 
your plans?” 

“Plans? Do I know? God, I suppose, will help.” 

“And has God helped you till now?” 

“Wie heisst? How then? God helps every yos¬ 
sem.” 

“Yossem,” the General repeated the unfamiliar word. 
A vague notion came to him that he had heard the 
word before. Somewhere in his sub-consciousness it 
began a struggle for recognition. 

“Where do you live, Mendel?” 

“In the Hekdesh, where all the beggars and yesson- 
im live.” 

In a flash the meaning of the word sprang into his 
consciousness. And in its train came a host of faint 
and confused memories and vaguely-stirring emotions. 

General Gregorieff started abruptly from his chair 
and with an air of irritation began to stride up and 
down the room. The little lad seemed to shrink and 
disappear in his huge clothes. 

Suddenly the General stopped and approaching the 
boy he grasped his arm rudely with the apparent in¬ 
tention of dismissing the little Jew together with the 
disquieting fancies he had brought. 

“Don’t hurt a yossem, it’s a sin,” sobbed the plain¬ 
tive little voice. 

The General released his hold of the puny arm, and 
gazed in vacant perplexity at the little figure. A look 
as though of pain and alarm passed across his face. 
He turned away, and in his loud slightly hoarse voice 
he shouted: 

“Fyodor, Fyodor!” 

The orderly entered much frightened. 

“Take him away, you rascal, take him where you 
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found him! What have I to do with him? Away 
with him, be quick!” 

Fyodor seized the little lad’s arm, and dragged him 
across the room and out the door. 

IV. 

General Dmitri Petroff Gregorieff passed a bad 
night. For a long time he was unable to fall asleep. 
A strange and confused agitation of body and spirit 
which he had never known before came to prey upon 
him and robbed him of his rest. Now and again he 
was seized with a petulant and illogical wrath against 
his servant Fyodor. “The scoundrel, the idiot 1 To 
suspect that tiny creature of being a spy and bring 
him to me!” he muttered to himself. But finally the 
quaint and pathetic figure of the little Jew occupied his 
mind and a feeling of tenderness mingled with a cer¬ 
tain sad pleasure crept into his heart. He recalled the 
words and intonation of the little Jew, and certain 
memories, becoming more and more definite and poig¬ 
nant, broke through the mist of his perturbation. He 
recalled another little Jew, also a fatherless yossem, 
with a just as shrinking a little figure, clinging to the 
skirts of his mother and being torn away by the dread¬ 
ful “chappers,” the catchers who carried him off to 
military service. And this other little Jew was him¬ 
self. 

“Bah!” he muttered, and raised his fingers to his 
breast to cross himself. But somehow he failed to 
finish the motions. His hand fell on his heart and he 
felt it beating violently. 

He rose from his bed and for almost an hour he 
paced his room, a gaunt, sombre figure, his brows con¬ 
tracted, chin on breast, mouth hard pressed and a 
gleam as of fever in his eyes. His memories refused 
to go. They swept over him and continued to rush 
on like a flood of waters that had broken through the 
dykes. But no matter where they carried him he al¬ 
ways came back to the vision of the little orphan cling¬ 
ing frantically to his mother’s skirts and dragged away 
by the ruthless catchers. 

“Don’t hurt a yossem 1 It is a sin 1 ” rang in his ears 
and his heart contracted with pain and pity. Where 
was now that quailing and charming little creature 
whom no one had remembered in the flight? he asked 
himself. Shivering, no doubt, with cold and fright in 
the garret of the deserted Poor-House. 

He ran out of his room in his night-clothes, and al¬ 
most stumbled over the sleeping body of his servant 
at the threshold. 

“Fyodor!” he cried, “Bring that little boy here at 
once, do you hear? you rascal. Be quick or I shall 
give you fifty lashes to-morrow morning.” 

The servant jumped up showing his large teeth in 
his fright, and ran off. In less than ten minutes he re¬ 
turned dragging the weeping little Jew after him. 

“Now away with you!’’ shouted the General to his 
servant. 

And after Fyodor had gone and left the sobbing and 
shivering boy with his master, a strange scene was 
enacted by the old soldier. He drew the little lad to 
himself, hugged him tight to his bosom, emitting all 
the time a strange racuous sound from his throat which 
frightened the little Jew even more. Suddenly the boy 
felt on his head warm tears that dripped through his 
hair and he abandoned himself completely in the bosom 
of the old man. 

V. 

From that moment an unbreakable attachment be¬ 
gan between the old Cantonist General and the little 
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Galician Jew. The orphan was installed in the Gen¬ 
eral’s quarters, and, with the adaptiveness of a vagrant, 
made himself immediately at home. The old soldier 
found unending pleasure in conversing with him and 
observing his quaint, wise, yet familiar ways. 

The Winter passed, the Spring arrived. The great 
counterstroke of the Austro-Germans began which 
swept the Russians out of Galicia and rolled them back 
behind their first and second lines of defense in their 
own country. 

For weeks the streets of Wolocza rang and rumbled 
with the retreating hosts of Russians, dragging their 
field pieces, their faces haggard and sullen. Behind 
each detachment followed vans loaded with the 
wounded in every degree of mutilation, the glorious 
results of the •‘brilliant” rear-guard actions which made 
the name of the Grand Duke Nicholas famous in the 
annals of “strategic retreats.” But still the division 
occupying Wolocza received no orders to move. 

The old General Gregorieff came to his lodgings 
every night after the meetings of the local staff, his 
old face drawn, his usually strong and calm bearing 
greatly altered. The lustre of his eye seemed dimmed, 
his shoulders lost their perfect poise and symmetry 
and even his moustache seemed to droop. A limpness 
and pallor crept into his florid cheeks. In less than a 
month he became a decrepit old man. 

Every night before getting into bed he took his little 
companion on his knees and conversed with him. The 
natural gayety of the little lad, too, was altered in the 
presence of the care-worn old man. But this change 
seemed to lend even greater charm to his quaintness 
and precociousness, his mature forms of expression and 
gestures with their memory-stirring suggestiveness. 
Before retiring to his bed opposite the General’s, the 
little Jew used to say his Prayers for the Night, fur¬ 
tively in the beginning, but at the General’s request, 
loudly and distinctly. With a fixed and mournful at¬ 
tention the old man listened to the rhythmic flow of 
the Hebrew, its meaning utterly dark to him, lulled by 
the mellifluous words rolling from the glib little lips. 
At one place, however, his memory found a little clear¬ 
ing. The “Hear, Oh Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord 
is One!”, so many times repeated in all the prayers, 
had a familiar and intimate ring. 

There came a day when the stream of retreating 
Russians that had been passing through the town 
ceased, and the next day the division occupying Wol¬ 
ocza received the order to make ready for immediate 
departure. Before evacuating the town, however, that 
division was to fight a rear-guard action by defending 
the passage of the river and delaying the enemy as 
long as possible. 

General Gregorieff arose that morning earlier than 
usual, donned his uniform with meticulous care, and 
pinned to his breast all his medals and decorations. 
Before leaving, he ordered Mendel to repair to the cel¬ 
lar of the house and admonished him not to stir from 
that place the entire day. 

A look of alarm appeared in the dark eyes of the 
child. 

“When will you come back, Grandfather?” he asked. 
(It was thus he became accustomed to address the 
General.) 

“I shall be back for you, Mendel, don’t be afraid !” 
replied the old man cheerily. His face seemed to have 
grown fresher, his shoulders again resumed their ma- 
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jestic bearing. He waved a salute to his little com¬ 
rade and went out. 

Two hours later the ominous rumbling of the cannon 
became audible. But the General’s precaution on be¬ 
half of his little friend proved unnecessary. The Aus¬ 
tro-Germans had no desire to destroy one of their own 
towns which was certain to fall into their hands sooner 
or later. They confined their fire to the Russian bat¬ 
teries beyond the town and to the trenches along the 
river. 

Mendel, however, remained in the cellar all that 
morning as he was bidden. He nestled into one of the 
furthest corners of the dark place and listened to the 
continuous cannonading. He guessed where his 
“grandfather” had gone, and he was haunted by a great 
dread. 

After a long time he heard a hurried commotion 
above him, the sound of numerous heavy feet and deep 
excited voices. Mendel crouched still further into his 
corner. Then he heard a heavy tread on the steps lead¬ 
ing to the cellar, and the next instant the voice of 
Fyodor sounded through the darkness. 

“Hey! Little Jew! Where are you? Come quick, 
he wants you!” 

With a panicky foreboding clutching at his little 
heart the child followed Fyodor and entered the sleep¬ 
ing room of the old General. 

General Dmitri Petroff Gregerieff lay on his bed, 
the upper part of his body stripped of his uniform and 
wound in bandages soaked red with his blood. His 
eyes were closed and his face and white moustache 
were both the same color. 

At the foot of the bed a very young rosy-cheeked 
surgeon was washing his hands in a basin of water. 
As soon as Fyodor entered he called him and whisp¬ 
ered something in his ear, looking at the wounded man, 
pursing his lips, and shrugging his shoulders. Fyodor 
immediately went out again. 

The young surgeon carefully dried his hands on a 
towel, arranged the wounded man’s head a little lower 
on the pillow, and without even glancing at the little 
Jew, he left the room. 

VL 

After a little while the wounded man lifted his eye¬ 
lids. Near him stood Mendel, his little face long with 
anguish and fear. 

“Come here,” said the General feebly, “Put your 
hand into mine: so; now stay with me. It is dark al¬ 
ready. Don't forget to say your prayers aloud before 
you go to sleep.” 

For hours the two remained together. As the after¬ 
noon wore on the cannonading to the west grew more 
and more intense, and the wounded man became more 
and more restless. Mendel felt the hand that was hold¬ 
ing his own grow warmer. The old man began to toss 
first his head from side to side and then the rest of his 
body. A faint muttering came from his lips, growing 
louder and more distinct. The. old General was in the 
throes of delirium. 

A flood of incoherent words, a strange mixture of 
Russian and German, with here and there a Hebrew 
word, rolled from his lips in an endless, uninterrupted 
stream. His little companion stood riveted with ter¬ 
ror and a sort of fascination. He heard his own name 
frequently in the delirious gabble of the old man. 

“It’s a sin, it’s a sin, don’t hurt a yossem, it’s a sin! 
Don’t let them, mother, save me, same me! It’s a sin! 
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Where is Mendel, the yossem? Bring him here at 
once, Fyodor! Do you hear, rascal, idiot, scoundrel! 
Bring the yossem here! Say your prayers, Mendele, 
say them. Serna Yisrocl”—and the rest was lost in a 
mass of incoherent mumbling. 

Towards nightfall Fyodor returned, worn out and 
breathless. At his heels followed a priest of the Greek 
Church, a squat man with a square black beard, whose 
face hetrayed great agitation. 

“Hurry, Father Ermolai!” said Fyodor, wiping the 
perspiration from his face. It is still time. The last 
bugle has not yet sounded. We will easily manage to 
get away.” 

The priest took a crucifix from his coat, glanced 
hurriedly at the little lad near the bed, and quickly 
pushing him aside, he placed the crucifix into the dying 
man’s hand. The contact of the cold metal made the 
General start. He opened his eyes and with a writh¬ 
ing movement he sat up. 

“Out of here, rascal, scoundrel!” he gasped, brand¬ 
ishing the crucifix above his head. “Come here, Men¬ 
del, throw him out, the idiot. Why do you stand there 
leering, you scum? Out! or I’ll—What? You dare 
disobey General Dmitri Petroff Gregorieff? Take this 
then!” He swung the crucifix above his head, and 
hurled it at the dumbfounded priest. Then he sank 
back heavily on his pillow. 


The object struck wide of the mark. The priest 
picked it up, crossed himself with it and kissed it. 

“In Christ’s name, what is the meaning of this?” he 
turned to Fyodor who stood at the foot of the bed, 
white and trembling. 

Before Fyodor could answer the shrill sound of 
bugles rang out simultaneously in various directions. 
It was the signal for the last detachment to withdraw. 
The priest and Fyodor rushed out of the room. The 
little Jew and the old General, whose campaigns were 
now over, were alone again. 

* * * * 

In the reports of the Chief of Staff the bravery of 
General Dmitri Petroff Gregorieff, who had recklessly 
exposed himself to the enemy’s shrapnel during the 
brilliant rear-guard action at Wolocza and been mor¬ 
tally wounded, was especially signalized. The recom¬ 
mendation was also made that his distinguished career 
be crowned even after his death with the award of the 
highest Military Order. 

This recommendation was approved; and at the Min¬ 
istry of War it was remarked that the old General 
was probably the last of the Cantoilists and a brilliant 
if rare example of the success of that unique conver- 
sionist-military policy of the Czar Nicholas I. 
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Eight little candles all in a line, 

Eight little candles glitter and shine, 

Eight little candles smile and relate 
Tales of a people heroic and great. 

Eight little candles each little flame 
Whispers a legend of honor and fame, 

Eight little candles smilingly hide 

Sagas of heroes that hearts filled with pride. 

Heroes undaunted, and noble, and true, 

Heroes who knew how to dare and to do, 

Heroes who taught generations to be 

That man can be brave and that man can be free. 

Eight little candles—look at them well: 

Floods could not quench them nor tempests could quell, 


Modest and frail in their light, yet it cheers 
Israel in exile two thousand years. 

Eight little candles, enchanting my soul, 

Point to me, show me a way and a goal; 
Whisper: life’s struggles are not all in vain— 
Sons of the brave they shall triumph again! 

Eight little candles; their quivering gleams 
Speak to my heart in a language of dreams. 

Dear to my soul is their smile and their cheer, 
Sweet to my ear is their whisper to hear: 

Courage, but courage, Maccabee’s brave son. 
Fight for the right—and the battle is won! 
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A PICTORIAL REVIEW OF THE JEWISH 
NATIONAL FUND 


The Origin of the National Fund 


Johann Kremenetr.ky 
‘irst President of tile 
National Fund. 


Professor Schapiro, tile inspirer of the 
Jewish National Fund, looked not unlike 
his photographs, although they all lack his 
intenseness. Photographs are always un¬ 
satisfactory : they suggest arrested motion 
Men like Schapiro were nothing, if not 
continually vibrant, with every thought ex¬ 
pressing itself in gesture, looks, or the recori 
angry motion of long, ruffled hair. Scha- as tur 

piro, the mathematical - 

teacher at Heidelberg, came 

to the first congress with his / \ 

project for a National / ^ 

Fund. It was, I believe, the / £ 

only idea relating to the / W 

Zionist Movement that was 

presented in printed form to 

the delegates of that Con- 1 

gress. If memory serves \ 

me, it was not the National \ 

Fund stamped the 

personality of Schapiro on 
that Congress, but the curi- 
oils prophet-like Schapiro 
who obtained a hearing and . IohBnll Kr ,„ 
audience for a strange idea. 1 ,, rst p rMide 
The first Congress was a National 

series of emotions. Joy, 
terror, grief, seized in turn upon the re- 
gathered Israel. It was in one of the mo¬ 
ments of fear, when it looked as though 
the Congress would split upon some issue, 
that the mathematician stood before us. 
like an Isaiah, his gray hair waving with 
the gusts of his own emotion, his thin 
emaciated body glowing with fever. The 
most of us were at lunch, not half so fear¬ 
ful as we thought we were, when Schapiro 
stalked in, and, demanding that we stop 
eating, poured forth all the passion that 
was in him, and forced us all to rise, and 
dramatically pledged us all, right hand ex¬ 
tended, to keep the peace and to hold to¬ 
gether, by the ancient oath, "If I forget 
thee, oh, Jerusalem, may my right hand for¬ 
get its cunning.” It was the kind of incident 
that would be meaningless to-day, for the 
oath and the gesture have become common¬ 
place ; but it was brand new. and sent 
every mind rolling back through the ages. 
Schapiro held 11s there, eye-dimmed, every 
hand quivering, a soul pledging in truth. 
Schapiro thus burned him- ^<33— 

self into our minds, and had 
a right to demand consid- /gfflf 
eration for his project. But /jaf 
it was bizarre, and it was /jBL 
ahead of time, and so it was /s 
not until 1900, when its an- / $ 

thor lay already quietly [' 
buried in the Jewish ceme- hup /“ 
tery at Heidelberg, that the 
National Fund received the V§Hr 
first approval of the Con- 
gress. What Schapiro Vilt j' 

wanted, as he dinned it into 
our ears, was that the Jews 
should establish a credit for Jacobus 

themselves. Every nation Fluent Hirer 
had its assets on which it National 

could borrow; the Jews 
were non-possessing. They could merely 
gather together money for emergencies. 

They owned nothing on which they could 
borrow. The National Fund was, there¬ 
fore ,to be the national resource, the na¬ 
tional collateral. The idea was set aside 
until the organization was gotten into some 
shape, and until the Jewish Colonial Trust, 
the political financial instrument, has been 


assured of existence. So between the 
fourth and fifth Congress, that is, be¬ 
tween the Summer of 1900 and the 
Winter of 1901. the Actions Committee, 
chiefly Johann Krcmenetzky, undertook 
to produce a plan for the establishment 
of the National Fund. The stenographic 
record of the fifth Congress still reads 
as tumultuous as it actually was. Being 
held in the Winter, it 
N. enabled all the stu- 

x \ dent element to come 
A \ down and spend their 
\ Winter vacation at 
P" \ the Congress, and de- 
\ velop Jung-Zion, Kul- 
] tur ideas and so 
I forth. I believe it 
I was the first Con¬ 
ic / gress at which Lillien 
Bueber and Feiwc! 

H. / made their appear- 
Wy ance. At least, it was 

the first in which 

netr.ky ,l,e > r Rot to 8 etller - aI ‘ Dr. > 
af’tiie though they in no ,. rrald 
■nd. way interfered with fron 

the debates. 

There were. as_a matter of fact, three 


Tf''* 

L 
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Jacobus Kami 
Present Director of tlie 
National Fund. 


Prof. Herman Schapiro 
Initiator of the Nil- 
tionul Fund Idea. 

different opinions about the starting of 
the National Fund. 

. There were those 

who believed that the S 

k \ more immediate duty / a 
m \ of the Zionist Organ- / / 

B \ ization was to create j m- 

\ a party fund. They / K 

JJJ* \ wanted money to / 

] create a strong move- I 

I ment. For this, they 1 

I could not use the \ 

\ / Jewish Colonial \ 

Trust, then recently 
WW founded, first, because 

the Trust had under- 
taken not to operate 
llln until its minimum p r of. 

r of the capital was assured; rollm „ 

mi. secondly, because the ’t 

money, being the 
property of stockholders, could not be 
used for party purposes. 

Secondly, there was a group who 
were entirely loyal to Schapiro. They 
wanted the National Fund to be per¬ 
petual only in the sense that the people’s 
stocking could at no time be wholly 
emptied. They wanted the money to be 
available for every emergency, lo serve 


By Jacob de Haas 


as a sort of Jewish exchequer. 

There was a third group, which had al¬ 
ready set its mind very firmly on the pur¬ 
chase of Palestinian land, and it was ag¬ 
grieved because the money of the Jewish 
Colonial Trust could not be used for that 
purpose. They wauled the National Fund 
to serve their plans. 

Across these three divisions, there ran 
the technical difficulty of 
creating a perpetual fund, 
which, possessing a juridi¬ 
cal personality, could still 
he described as the property 
of the Jewish people. The 
legal luminaries of Zionism 
had struggled bitterly over 
the creation of the Trust, 
and were by no means satis¬ 
fied with the document 
which trained, in legal Eng¬ 
lish had been translated into 
involved legal German, and 
then had to be resolved into 
Dr. M. Bodenhelmer such languages as the ma- 
Frrttidrnt of the N. f. j° r 'ty of the delegates un- 
from iiH)7 to ion. derstood. 

Hcrzl had come to admire 
more and more the direct methods of Eng¬ 
lish assembly, and endeavored to keep the 
complex legal problem in the background. 
Me caused the Actions Committee to form¬ 
ulate a series of resolutions which would 
establish the fund, permitting to buy land; 
and in order to inter nationalize it, legalize 
it in the Swiss Canton of Basle. Each 
group found fault with that idea, and each 
invented another form of delaying motion, 
a favored one being, of course, that of 
foiming a commission of jurists who 
would work out the legal problems. The 
bitterest fight was between the man who 
has done so much for the Fund, Bodcn- 
heimer, and Hcrzl. who quoted in every di¬ 
rection the tart English phrase, “To kill 
a thing, hand it over to a committee.” And 
it was his insistence, always ringing, "Now 
or never!”, that actually brought tlie Na¬ 
tional Fund into existence as the Zionist 
institution. The division of opinion is 
made clear by the two principal votes. On 
the question, whether the principal issue 
-- - —' should be decided by a roll 

—call or not, the roll call 

\ was defeated by 87 to 62. 
\ On the vote of the accept- 
X \ ance by the Congress of the 
\ Jewish National Fund on 
▼ Fj 1 the lines submitted by the 
I Actions Committee, the vote 
‘ I stands recorded as 105 to 
/ 82. and the Jewish National 
k / Fund was thus created by 
^ a those who stood with Herzl. 
Lft was a day of very 

klfc" small beginnings, and the 

first recorded gift for the 
tto Wnrhurg National Fund was Francs 
of the olive TOO from the Odessa Zionist 
:e Fund. Organization. Then fol¬ 
lowed |50 from Johann 

Kremenetzky—he was not present—in 
memory of Prof. Schapiro. In the same 
loving remembrance, the German delegation 
at the Congress gave $400. Then David 
Levontin took up quarters in one of the 
committee rooms of the Basle Casino, and 
began that register of gifts which in fifteen 
years has accumulated to over 6,000.000 

francs. 


Prof. Otto Warburg 
Founder of the Olive 
Tree Fund. 

not be Kremenetzkv- 
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The Settlement Merchavlah. the main co-onerative colonv of the F. 
The Settlement was established by the N. F. In the spring of 1911, after the 
formation of co-operative colonies was authorized by the ninth Congress. 
December, 1909. The tract lies near Haifa and Nazareth and is 775 acres in 
T "f Insert at the npper left hand corner is Dr. Franz Oppcnheimer, 
under of the Colony and initiator of the co-operative system in Palestine. 


The colony Ben Shemen, foi 
Situated on the land bordering tl 
It has an area of 4.305 acres of 1 
planted for the Herzl Forest, whici 
after the death of Herzl. Ben Sh 
N. F., the sum invested there 1: 
two-thirds of which has been take 
established In 1004, in accordant 
Commission, with the object of re-ai 
of th© Tree Fund has been entrusted 
of donations to the Fund and directs 
in Palestine Itself. 


Herzl Street in Tel Aviv, Jaffa. The building at the extreme end of 
the street, towering above all others, is the newly erected Hebrew Gym¬ 
nasium. The land and the magnificent building has been provided by 
the N. F„ representing a cost of more than 300,000 francs. 


To the left Is a bronze Mec 

of the National Fund. It Is 
tton to children working fo 
design of the medal was m 
famous Jewish Sculptor in A 
reverse side of the taiedal. 
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Certificate of the Olive Tree Fund. ' 
afforestation of Palestine and the sale 
maintaining Jewish educational institute 
enables anybody to have a tree planted 
the name of any person desired by the 


Colonist, at work on a fleld In Merchavlah. The land In Merchavlah U fairly fertile. Having been neglected 
for centnrlee. the soli bad to be repaired to a normal state by tilling and replenishment of the lost constituents. 
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ms, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 


^tdcd by the N. F. In the year 1900. 

railway line from Jerusalem to Jaffa. 

£3 (id. In the foreground are olive tree**, 
^vjsva* begun In the year 1908, four years 
y --ten has the largest plantations of the 
^lollve tree plantations being $117,000. 
^from the Olive Tree Fund, which was 
^ with the proposal of the Palestine 
gestation of Palestine. The management 
the N. F., which organizes the collecting 
«*i the labors connected with the plantatioi 


This beautiful site and the chain of buildings has been given by the 
N. F. to the Bezalel School, in Jerusalem. In the white long gown in 
the foreground stands Prof. Boris Scbats, director of the Bezalel, speak¬ 
ing to a visitor. 


issued by the Head Office 
,;en as a token of apprecia- 

^|! the National Fund. The! 
T^e by Simon Neuman, the 
“ jstria. To the right Is the 
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AVS DEM GOLDEN EN BVCHE DES * 
V^JVDISCHEN NATIONALFONDES: F 
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,!he olive trees contribute towards the 
,fyf their fruits supply the means of 
In Palestine. A donation of $1.00 
I the Herd Forest and registered In 


Certificate of an Inscription In the GOLDEN BOOK of the Jewish National Fund. The cost of Inscribing 
any one's name in the Golden Book is $50.00. which is paid either at once or In instalments within three years. 
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This is the Golden Book of the Jewish National Fund, 
a massive volume of magnificent design, kept in the rooms 
of the Head Office of the J. N. F*. into which are entered 
the names of all persons on whose behalf the sum of fifty 
dollurs is paid (see Golden Book Certificate on page three). 


In the background In seen Deganiah, a co-operative colony of the 
N. F. situated by the Jordan near the Sea of Tiberias. Deganinli was 
originally founded by the Palestine Lund Development Company, which, be¬ 
cause of lack of capital, had to relegate 
"v - - » the management to the National Fund 

p-....... , . 1 Deganiah comprises the most productive 

t'V' 1 wheat land In Palestine. The water of 

* ' I I j the Jordan, which flows out of the Sea 

- ^ Q f Tiberias, is very low, as is seen by 

! i the horse and wogan fording the Jordan 

S from Degtniah to KInereth, also a co- 
1 operative colony of the N. F., which is 

j situated opposite Deganiah. In Kin- 

ereth there is an agricultural school for 
J Jewish girls to which the N. F. donated 
<5.000 francs. 


\ j \ To the lert is the new 

M_ ^ * ' _i . National Fund Herzl 

i ^ j stamp, just issued by 

the Head Office. Lower 
to the right is the 
Wolffsohn stamp. 


Tlie medal to tlie 
left is given as a 
reward to N. F. 
workers who dis¬ 
tinguish themselves j 
in the collection on 
“Flag Day” and 
“Flower Day " 


The colony Hulda founded by the National Fund in the year 1909. Slt- 
?d near Ben Shemen on the land bordering the railway line from Jeru¬ 
salem in .Inffn 


salem to Jaffa. Its area 
Is 555 acres of land. 
Hulda has the largest 
plantations of the Herzl 
Forest. The building at 
the extreme end to the 
right is the “Herzl House” 
erected for the workmen 
employed in the Herzl 
Forest, 


» i 


Workmen’s House In 
Merchaviah, erected by the 
National Fund. Separate 
structures of this sort, 
numbering about one hun¬ 
dred. have been built by 
the National Fund 
amounting to *76,240. The 
building of such houses by 
the N. F. aided the solu¬ 
tion of the most serious 
problem in Palestine. It 
mitigated tile distress, due 
to lack of housing, espe- 
elally In the case of the 
Yemenites. (See Yemenite 
Houses on page three.) 
The lack of proper housing 
°**f n rcsaMe<1 *" disease 
and consequent death, and 
the withdrawal of a large 
number. The N. F. was 
therefore commissioned bv 
the ninth Congress to be- 
Bin the construction of 
dwellings In the colonies 
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By Alfred E. Zimmern, London 


NE of tlie most serious obstacles in the 
way of international peace and of the 
international organization which must 
precede it is the prevalent confusion of 
mind on the subject of nationality. 
There has been much talk in the last 
hundred years on both sides of the At¬ 
lantic about the principle of nationality and the rights 
and destinies of nations, but very little attempt has been 
made to subject the conceptions “nation” and “nationality” 
tc any strict analysis. Men are not purely logical animals, 
and there are few spheres where they are less logical than 
in politics. It is not surprising that they should be ready 
to spend their devotion and pour out ther lives in thou¬ 
sands for a cause or a principle of which they have never 
tried, and would not be able, to give a rational account. 
There is indeed a natural reluctance to submit what we 
feel to be intimate and sacred to the cold analysis of rea¬ 
son or to “peep and botanize” in a field where other men 
have shed their blood without doubt or question. Nor 
should I venture to suggest discussion on the matter at all 
had I not come to feel that it is only after having grasped 
the distinctive meaning and value of nationality, and hav¬ 
ing disentangled it from other conceptions with which it 
has unhappily become associated, that men will ever begin 
to see their way towards a better political organization of 
the world and the effective prevention of war. 

There are two great difficulties which confront the in¬ 
quirer into the meaning of nationality. The first is the 
difficulty of nomenclature. The whole question has be¬ 
come confused owing to the loose use of words. Different 
words are used to express the same idea, and the same 
word is used to cover several different ideas. For instance, 
the most vital distinction in the discussion is that between 
citizenship and nationality—between the perfectly clear 
and definite conception of legal and moral obligation con¬ 
veyed by the words citizen and civc, and the vaguer and 
more intimate conception of nationality. The distinction 
is really a very simple one, and is familiar to every think¬ 
ing person who lives, as English-speaking people do, in 
a community in which nationality and citizenship are not 
co-extensve; it is familiar, in fact, to everyone who has 
not what I make bold to say is the misfortune to live in 
the confined atmosphere of a “national state.” 

Yet this perfectly simple distinction is obscured by the 
fact that the words state and nation have become special¬ 
ized for Americans in a way exactly contrary to that in 
which British citizens, whether English or Canadian or 
Indian, are beginning to think of them. If the British 
commonwealth is ever federalized it will not consist of 
United States but of Dominions; and no one is ever likely 
to speak or think of its component members, spread over 
five continents, as a “British nation.” British nationality 
is a non-existent thing. The British commonwealth, like 
the Americans, consists of a congeries of nationalities, 
many of which, like the French Canadians, the Dutch 
South Africans and the Indian Moslems, have close na¬ 
tional affinities, racial, linguistic or religious, with nation¬ 
alities outside. A distinguished English thinker wrote a 
book the other day under the title “Towards International 
Government,” making proposals for the enlargement of 
The Hague tribunal after the war. But in reality inter¬ 
national government is a thing which we have long had 
with us. English-speaking people on both sides of the 
Atlantic are perfectly familiar with the exercise of author¬ 


ity by a single government and a single system of law 
over peoples of many different races and languages and at 
many different levels of intellectual development. It is 
only the backward or backsliding governments of Central 
and Eeastern Europe which find it difficult to recognize 
the duty of meting out equal justice to the different nation¬ 
alities under their sway. The problem before The Hague is 
to organize not international government—for that con¬ 
cerns the internal policy of the various sovereign states— 
but interstate government. And the way to promote its so¬ 
lution is not attempting to minimize the inherent differen¬ 
ces between nation and nation, or to empty the conception 
of nationality of all its wealth of traditional meaning and 
association, but to disentangle from it the clear and fa¬ 
miliar conception of civic obligation, and so to enable men, 
whatever their nationality, more and more to think of 
themselves as citizens of the world and responsible, 
through the actions of their government, for the welfare 
of the world as a political whole. 

There is a second difficulty. The real reason why na¬ 
tionality has never been clearly analyzed is because its 
manifestations are so various and disparate as to defy 
definition. We speak of the “sentiment” or the “princi¬ 
ple” of nationality. But sentiments and principles, as 
the psychologists tell us, are not ultimate things. They 
are compounded or have grown up, under the influence 
of environment, out of instincts and dispositions which 
are inherent in man’s nature. The sentiment of nation¬ 
ality is thus in every case a composite growth, 
due partly to innate qualities and partly to a social 
tradition in which environment has played its part. 
Thus no two manifestations of nationality are 
really identical. Mother-love is mother-love all the world 
over. We need no knowledge of history or literature to 
explain to us how an Irish or Polish or Jewish mother 
feels towards her children. But without a knowledge 
of Irish and Polish and Jewish history and social tradi¬ 
tions, and without a deliberate and difficult imaginative 
effort based upon that knowledge, it is impossible for us 
to understand or appreciate the complex social forces 
which are roughly summed up in the words Irish, Polish, 
and Tewish nationalism. National consciousness is in fact 
a Prateus; it is always changing its form and substance, 
it varies from place to place and from age to age. Some¬ 
times, as in the eighteenth century, Italy, seems to be en¬ 
tirely submerged as a driving force; sometimes, as the 
history of the Roman Empire shows, it dies out or can 
be educated out altogether or improved away out of rec¬ 
ognition ; yet it is strangely tenacious and has unexpected 
possibilities of hidden life and sudden re-emergence, as 
is shown not only by the nineteenth century experience 
of the Ottoman Empire and Austria-Hungary, but by 
recent developments in the British Empire and the 
United States. 

This is not the place to analyze why some nationalities 
have died and others survived. When Paul the Jew 
spoke in Greek to an audience of Lycaonians, as a man 
might speak in English to an audience of immigrants in 
America to-day, the simple folk were so much stirred 
that they cried out in their native language—emphatic¬ 
ally no Kultursprciche. Lycaonia was a nationality then. 
But it has long since passed into the limbo of history, 
and the descendants of that audience have become just 
nameless "Anatolians,” though scholars think they can 
trace a faint connection, the very ghost of a social tradi- 
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tion, between the designs on their ancient tombstones 
and their modern peasant embrodiery. (The curious 
reader may care to look up the Journal of Hellenic 
Studies, Vol. XXIV, pp. 260 and 289.) The jews, how¬ 
ever, in spite of the standardizing influence of Greek 
culture and Roman institutions, we have always with us, 
and the world is the richer for them in more senses than 
one. So again Babylon and Assyria have been taken 
while Armenia and Egypt and Persia remain. 

It is hard to explain these vicissitudes of ancient hist¬ 
ory, but one thing seems clear. However nationalities 
may have died out th rough assimilation and the decay 
of self-consciousness in the past, they are not likely to 
continue to do so. The apostles of uniformity and stand¬ 
ardization are in fact nowadays in a dilemma. If they 
attempt to stamp out a national consciousness by oppres¬ 
sion they only kindle it into new life, as there is ample 
recent history to show. If they try “killing by kindness” 
they are apt to find that the favored population begins 
to take an interest in its past, and that a national move¬ 
ment springs up in the happier and more wholesome field 
of education and literature. There must be many in¬ 
stances of this in the United States. In the British Isles 
Sir Walter Scott’s novels and the recent achievements 
of Irish and Welsh drama are sufficient examples. Scott 
did a great service to the United Kingdom by interesting 
English readers in Scotland and so overlaying—or sub¬ 
limating, as I believe the psychologists call it—the tradi¬ 
tional atmosphere of enmity and suspicion between the 
two nations—the legacy of the Jacobite risings of the 
eighteenth century. Yeats and Synge have done some¬ 
thing of the same kind for Ireland, and Rabindranath 
Tagore is doing it for India. I cannot help feeling, 
though I speak with diffidence, that imaginative work 
of the same kind remains to be done for Slavic and Jew¬ 
ish and Italian and German America, and that this would 
do more to knit together the peoples of the American 
commonwealth than the policy of assimilation and the 
melting-pot can hope to achieve. 

For the central fact about nationality, as I see it, is 
that it is not, as so many Europeans and even Americans 
believe, a political force at all, but a spiritual force. In 
essence it has nothing to do with politics. Its connection 
with law and government is accidental and due to the 
folly of governments in interfering with intimate spheres 
into which it is not their business to penetrate. Civic 
obligation does not require and could not possibly com¬ 
pel a British citizen of German descent to feel about 
Germany as ordinary Englishmen do. How can he help 
feeling differently, and more intensely? But if citizen¬ 
ship cannot prescribe to us how we should feel, neither 
should nationality prescribe to us how we should think. 
It may lay down for us the way in which we think—for 


there seems to be something innate in modes of drought 
and feeling, as the persistence of national and even family 
types seems to show—but there is nothing national about 
the actual processes either of reasoning or of moral judg¬ 
ment. These are universal human faculties. The opin¬ 
ions which they enable us to form are ours in virtue 
of the fact that we are human beings living in society, 
and we accept them, or should accept them, not from 
blood or tradition or sentiment, but at the bar of reason 
and conscience alone. And if this is true of opinion, 
still more it is true of conduct in relation to public affairs. 
The distinction between the two spheres is surely clear, 
and certainly vital; yet both chauvinists and sentimental¬ 
ists in all countries are constantly ignoring it. 

Politics is a science and an art that has been developed, 
still very imperfectly, to meet certain universal human 
needs. Its conceptions and its achievements are not na¬ 
tional but universal; they belong to the higher life of 
the human race as a whole. No nation or section of man¬ 
kind can claim or desire a monopoly or a patent right 
in respect to law or liberty or democracy or the principle 
of representation. These are great universal discoveries, 
or landmarks of human progress, which serve to bind 
men together, not to herd them off into national pens. 
The idea or ideal that every nationality must have its 
own independent government, which became prevalent 
during the nineteenth century, is a purely modern growth 
and, as Lord Acton pointed out at the time, a palpable 
absurdity. It is moreover quite incompatible with the 
migration and mobility which have become permanent 
and increasing features of modern civilized life. Men 
who are living together in society need justice and liberty 
not in virtue of their intimate sentiments or their race or 
language or religion, but in virtue of their needs as social 
beings. No one would dream of putting the Norwegians 
of Minnesota or the Germans of Wisconsin under a sepa¬ 
rate government in virtue of their particular sentiments, 
and the ideal of the national state would seem equally 
misplaced in the east of Europe had not the political 
evolution of that part of the world been hopelessly re¬ 
tarded by the wickedness or imbecility of the govern¬ 
ments concerned. The state is not the expression of na¬ 
tional individuality, like art or literature or intimate 
modes of thought and feeling. It is a community of 
human beings organized on the basis of mutual service. 
Thus it is that as commerce and intercourse are gradu¬ 
ally causing the world to shrink and bringing into ex¬ 
istence a world society, we are slowly moving towards 
a single World-State. But it is equally certain that na¬ 
tionality is alive and will prove indestructible, and that 
in a world exposed at every turn to vulgar and soulless 
standardization, its conscious preservation is essential to 
meet the deeper needs of the human spirit.—New 
Republic, London. 
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B O BE a great idealist and the initiator of 
new ideas, a man must be wholly de¬ 
voted to his task and not accessible to 
any thoughts outside of his chosen aim. 

Should any other thought or idea enter 
the mind of such a man, it would mean 
a great distraction and make it impos¬ 
sible for him to achieve the end he had in sight. 

Our celebration of the origin of the National Fund 
to-day calls forth of necessity before our eyes those great 
and prominent figures whose unselfish and steady devo¬ 
tion to the ideal they created, made the National Fund 
possible, and furthermore brought it to a point where it 
could maintain its place without any outside assistance. 
It was this one goal, plan and ambition of their lives, the 
National Fund, that filled their thoughts, made their 
hearts throb and took all they esteem as worth rvhile in 
their intellectual existence. 


The thought of a National Fund arose in the mind of 
Professor Schapiro, of Heidelberg. His contention was 
that if Jews of the whole world would start to prepare 
funds for a possible national disaster, which in his opin¬ 
ion could not be avoided in the long run, w r e should have 
a capital that would carry us through those stormy times 
and make our continued existence possible. Professor 
Schapiro eatne with his proposal to the first Congress at 
Basle, but though in principle all agreed with him, noth¬ 
ing was done to carry out the idea into practical effect. 

To one who had the good fortune to observe Professor 
Schapiro’s personality at the Congress, a curious spec¬ 
tacle was presented. A dreamy mathematician, with dry 
figures mixed with idealistic fancies, a man of figures 
and full of phantastic dreams of a happy future for our 
people, based on material grounds. He looked like a 
“contradictio in adjecto,” a Russian yeshivabochor 
transformed into a German professor. Such was the man 
who proposed a plan to establish a Jewish fund, to be the 
possession of our people and belong to it, exclusively, so 
that no one could touch it. 


The practical effect of Schapiro’s proposal took quite a 
different shape then and became at the first Congress the 
Zionist “shekel.” These were the first days of the Zion¬ 
ist organization and much remained to be done to perfect 
it, ere there could be any talk of further development of 


the National Fund. The Colonial Bank was the next 
step, and only at the Fifth Congress, four years after 
Prof. Schapiro’s death, the idea was resumed. And it 
was then, at the Fifth Congress, that money was col¬ 
lected for the Fund, even before it was clear for what 
purpose the Fund was to be established. 

It was then highly fortunate that the idea found a 
great leader in the person of Johann Meyer Kremenetzky 
who understood its practical significance and gave it a 
content which it would not have otherwise found, no 
matter how enthusiastically the idea was received on all 
sides. 

Kremenetzky was another edition of Doctor Schapiro. 
A business-man an idealist, who would not give up a 
minute of rest if it was a question of business, but would 
give millions whenever it was the question of an ideal. 
A Russian Jew who by dint of undomitable energy found 
his way to Viennese society and became one of its most 
successful business-men, but who at the same time re¬ 
mained always a Russian Jew at heart, with a native 
trait for pure idealism. 

He was so convinced of the value of the National Fund 
that it became for him the Alpha and Omega of Zionist 
thought. At a small assemblage of Zionist leaders in 
Vienna, in 1903, at which I was also present, these were 
his words concerning the National Fund: “The events of 
hundreds of years of national tradition kept our Jewish 
people in bonds of spiritual slavery. Outer forces 
worked on us to bend our necks, so that we really came 
to think of ourselves as bound to be as we were and 
that we could never raise ourselves to the dignity of 
human being. Our neighbors saw to it that we lived in 
a state of constant dread and fear, and created within 
our minds a peculiar kind of fear which I might call the 
“Golus”-fear, which caused that we became economi¬ 
cally a dependent race and the liberty that was stolen 
away from us killed our natural desire for the joys of 
life.” 

“As long as there lay on us a dread of liberation,” said 
Kremenetzky, “we could not naturally think of freedom. 
But such a condition cannot exist forever and a day must 
come when the enslaved people will begin to feel its 
strength. But to effect that liberation, we must first of 
all be able to stand on our own legs.” 


CHANUKAH SUNDAY FOR PALESTINE RESTORATION 
Third Annual Zion Flag-Day 

Daily there stalks through the Jewish streets the great Charity-Box for our war-victims. On the 
Sunday of Chanukah you will be greeted by the Self-help-Box of the Jezvish National Fund. 

Our charity may for a moment satisfy the hunger of the living; it cannot satisfy the blood of the 
fallen! The blood of the innocent will cry to us until we have made it impossible for the Jew to be the 
most terrible and futile victim of every catastrophe. If he fall, let it be, like the Maccabbees, for Jezvish 
freedom, for Jezvish happiness. 

Our charity will give the survivors a crust of bread, it cannot give comfort and hope to their souls 
which are crushed even more than their bodies. If there is comfort for them who are outraged and ridi¬ 
culed, it can only consist of follozving the example set by old Mattathias. Father of the Maccabbees, when 
he sazv Jewish honor outraged: Up zvith the struggle for Jewish Freedom! 

On the Sunday of Chanukah you will be offered the Zion flag for the benefit of the Jezvish National 
Fund, our Home Building Fund, the Fund which is redeeming the soil of the Jezvish Land as a possession 
of the Jezvish People. Receive this flag with welcome, and help the Fund zvith open hand. Let it preseme 
what has already been created, let it continue to create further. 
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LETTEHS TO THE EDITOR 


ZIONISM AND REFORM JUDAISM 


A Layman’s View 

To the Editor: 

It was quite interesting to read the re¬ 
plies from several reformed Rabbis to a 
letter asking them to state their position 
with regard to Zionism. 

I notice frequent allusion to the ab¬ 
sence of the religious element in the Zion¬ 
ist movement, some writers alleging that 
this fact is the reason for their indiffer¬ 
ence or hostility. Some Rabbis point to the 
fact that there are many Socialists among 
the Zionists who know little or nothing 
about Judaism. 

With all love and reverence for the 
faith of our Fathers, I say that Zionism 
cannot incorporate religion as one of the 
planks in its platform for the reason that 
it is not a religious propaganda and also 
because it takes it for granted that the 
entire social and moral structure of the 
prospective Jewish state would of necessity 
and quite naturally rest upon a foundation 
in accord with the great principles of our 
own '“book of books” insofar, of course, as 
possible and compatible with the spirit 
of the times. 

On the other hand, it could not urge 
Judaism as a State religion since Zionism 
has at heart the noble ideals of a truly 
civilized State which consist of uncondi¬ 
tional and perfect tolerance and freedom 
in matters of “faith.” 

The oft-repeated contention that the words 
“Jew” and “Judaism” are merely religious 
terms and that Jews have a special mission 
to perform among the nations of the earth 
is a fallacy. As a matter of fact, that mis¬ 
sion was "fulfilled a long time ago so that 
the underlying principles of religion em¬ 
bodied in the ten commandments and the 
ideals of the brotherhood of man, of love, 
of charity, of purity of soul, of immortality 
of soul, etc., are now expounded with 
equal clearness and weight and they are 
likewise lived up to by several Christian 
denominations (I am speaking of the most 
advanced Christian nations) as much as by 
the Jews. 

Moreover, from the standpoint of agres- 
siveness, initiative and leadership in mat¬ 
ters religious Judaism can henceforth hold 
but a secondary or subordinate position. 

There is nothing which is preached in a 
reformed synagogue that is new, different 
or better than is preached from the pulpits 
of the Christian churches and there is 
nothing in the usual service or sermon of 
the reformed Rabbi which an intelligent 
Christian cannot hear with equal or greater 
emphasis in his own church. 

Certain reformed Rabbis are forcing mat¬ 
ters to the point of appearing grotesque, 
in their efforts at being up to date and 
at aping and copying the ways of their 
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neighboring churches. The great oppor¬ 
tunities and the duties for religious and 
social betterment for which the modern and 
highly complex industrial and economic 
problems offer a tremendous field do not 
engage the attention of the reformed Rab¬ 
bis : some have not the ability, others have 
not the interest, some have not the cour¬ 
age and others prefer to take no chances 
with the pillars of the Temple. Perhaps 
the only “raison d’etre” of modern re¬ 
formed synagogue is the feeling which 
many of us have that “you have to belong 
to something and you dare not belong to 
the other thing.” 

The only claim which the reformed syna¬ 
gogue can lay to the name of a Jewish 
House of worship is the “chemically pure” 
and “resublimcd” old Jewish ritual shorn 
of its wool, chilly and unattractive in its 
nakedness, and the observance of some 
“select” Holidays commemorating historical 
episodes and traditions of the old Jewish 
fatherland—Palestine, the very land for 
which many reformed Rabbis show such 
scant solicitude or interest. 

To return to the subject of Zionism, I 
believe I am right in stating, that it is 
not so much a political question as it is a 
national—intellectual and economic ques¬ 
tion. Stated very briefly it aims at restor¬ 
ing to the Jews the country where their 
nation was born, where it lived and pros¬ 
pered for centuries, where it produced and 
gave to the world some of the greatest 
characters of human history—prophets, law 
givers, soldiers, administrators, poets and 
philosophers, the land where the Jewish 
genius can best develop on its own soil 
and under its own skies and continue to 
contribute its share to the stock of human 
knowledge for mankind’s common good. 

Economically Zionism stands for the re¬ 
storation of the Jew to his soil, to a 
natural and simple life which will insure 
him a sure and permanent measure of well 
being. 

The political aspect of Zionism finds its 
sole expression in the coveted and very 
necessary “international” assurance that 
such intellectual and economic freedom, the 
right to manage their own affairs will be 
given the Jews by pact or treaty. 

While there are some who maintain that 
Palestine could not support more than a 
couple of million people there are many- 
very competent and eminent authorities 
whv, have made careful and profound study 
of the topography, climate and soil of 
Palestine and who claim that it can support 
nearly six million souls, a far greater num¬ 
ber than even the most ardent Zionist ex¬ 
pects to see in Palestine. 

Common sense would suggest that since 
that country could and did support a 
nation for centuries and that thousands of 
years ago it coudd be made to do so, now 


it certainly could do so with the vast 
present day knowledge of proper irriga¬ 
tion, fertilization and proper exploitation 
of the soil, not to speak of the great facili¬ 
ties of our times in the way of trans¬ 
portation by land and sea for the benefit 
of international intercourse and commerce. 

It is regrettable that some of our re¬ 
formed Rabbis are not Zionists and that 
there is no hope that they will ever be¬ 
come such. We have no quarrel with the 
reformed Rabbis and we respect their right 
to their opinion. We wish them luck in 
the great work which they are doing or 
which they “think” they are doing for the 
benefit of Judaism at large. 

Whether with or without the co-operation 
of the reformed Rabbis Zionism will 
neither die nor down: it has taken hold of 
the minds and energies of great men here 
and abroad, Jews and Gentiles alike, the 
number of its adherents is growing on 
every shore and in every clime and un¬ 
speakably tragic as is the condition of 
our brothers in the ruined countries of 
Europe, it may yet be the darkest hour 
which precedes the dawn when the star of 
Zion will again shine upon a restored 
Palestine. 

NATHAN N. LEWIS. 

Hazelton, Pa. 


Dr. Magaies on "Relief 
In Poland” 

November 26, 1916. 

To the Editor: 

I regret that before writing your article 
on "Relief in Poland” in your November 
issue, you did not see fit to inform your¬ 
self properly. 

You say, “As was predicted in our last 
issue, Dr. Magnes took the first oppor¬ 
tunity to declare that moneys for the Jews 
in the occupied territories could be sent only 
through the German Ililfskomite . . . but 
his assertion that the German Hilfskomite 
is the only agency for the distribution of 
relief in Poland is contradicted by the 
fact that The Provisional Zionist Com¬ 
mittee through its transfer department is 
sending money to individual Jews in all 
parts of Poland. This money is sent) 
through the United States Department, to 
the American Consul at Warsaw and by 
him delivered to a special comittee of Jews 
in Warsaw, who see to the delivery of the 
money to the persons for whom it is in¬ 
tended. No German committee intervenes.” 

1. I did not say that money for the 
Jews in the occupied territory could be 
sent only through the German Hilfskomite. 

2. I did say that public relief money for 
the Jews in the administrative division, 
known as Oberost, for public distribution 
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by relief committees could be sent only 
through the German Hilfskomite. 

3. I also said that public relief moneys 
for the Jews in the administrative districts, 
known as General Gouvernement YVarchau 
could be sent through the American Consul 
at Warsaw, but that this method at the 
present time for a number of reasons was 
inadvisable. In this connection I said 
further that plans were under way whereby 
the relief committee in Warsaw might be 
regarded as a central organization for the 
distribution of public relief funds to 
branch committees in other parts of Gen¬ 
eral Gouvernement Warchau. 

4. The Provisional Zionist Committe is 
sending money to individual Jews. This is 
quite different from public moneys sent to 
public committees for distribution in various 
parts of Poland and Lithuania publicly. 
Any one may reach individuals in places in 
Oberost and General Gouvernement War¬ 
chau, where there are postal connections. 
Committees for the distribution of public 
funds, however, can be reached in Oberost 
legally only through the German Hilfsko¬ 
mite. In General Gouvernement Warchau 
in the Ettapeu District and along the 
Front, the fact is that individuals also can 
at present be reached best through the 
Hilfskomite. 

Everyone must be eager to have the Jews 
of Poland and Lithuania bear their full 
share of responsibility in the distribution 
of the American Jewish Relief Funds. 
This is also the policy of das Jiidische 
Hilfskomite the full name of which now is 
das Jiidische Hilfskomite fiir Polen und 
Luthauen zur Verw’altung der Amerigani- 
schcn Unterstiitzung gelder. This com¬ 
mitte consists or can be made to consist, of 
representatives of all sections of German 
Jewry. It now consists of Orthodox and 


Liberals, Zionists and Nationalists. It has 
no Socialists, but if representative Jewish 
Socialists can be found, I have no doubt 
they will be added to the Komite. 

As much responsibility as is possible 
legally and under the military circum¬ 
stances has already been placed upon the 
local comitees in Poland and Lithuania. 
It is the hope of everyone that with chang¬ 
ing circumstances in Germany and Poland 
the full responsibility will be placed upon 
local committees in Poland and Lithuania, 
ania without the intervention of the German 
committee. 

Very truly yours, 

J. L. MAGNES. 


Protest Against Meyer 
London’s Speech 

New York, November 27th, 1916. 
To The Editor: 

Permit us to express through the medium 
of your worthy publication our feelings of 
pain and protest over the insult offered the 
Jewish people by Congressman Meyer Lon¬ 
don in his speech at the mass meeting in 
Boston in connection with the recent con¬ 
vention of the People’s Relief Committee. 
Congressman London has not denied that, 
in that speech, he uttered the following 
words alluding to the Jewish past: “Let us 
stop bluffing about the Jewish past;” and 
alluding to the Jewish future, he said, 
“Let us stop making fools of ourselves 
over the Jewish future.” 

As a group of Jews to whom the Jewish 
past with its record of struggle and achieve¬ 
ment is sacred, and who look forward to 


a brighter and more dignified Jewish future, 
we solemnly declare that no more scandal¬ 
ous and cynical insult was ever flung in the 
face of a people. We are shocked that such 
words should have been uttered by a man 
who in the sight of the world is a repre¬ 
sentative of Jews and who has hitherto de¬ 
manded the respect and suffrage of Jews. 
Such words are clearly a betrayal of the 
confidence which that implied. The united 
action and general approachment between 
the nationalistic and socialistic elements in 
Jewry in connection with the work of re¬ 
lief has inspired us with satisfaction and 
pride. We are proud of the ability mani¬ 
fested by Jews of opposing camps to work 
together harmoniously in a time of crisis 
for the relief of their suffering people. It 
should go without saj'ing that such a union 
is only possible on a basis of mutual toler¬ 
ance and respect. We fervently hope that 
the violence attempted by the Hon. Meyer 
London in his utterance quoted above 
against this basis of mutual tolerence and 
respect will not have the effect of destroy¬ 
ing or injuring this unity of action which 
is so essential for relieving the critical 
present of a people with a glorious past in 
order that it may be preserved for a digni¬ 
fied and productive future. 

We call upon those who bear the re¬ 
sponsibility for the work of the People’s 
Relief Committee to give public assurance 
to the effect that unity of action will con¬ 
tinue to obtain in spite of the irresponsible 
impertinence of the Honorable Meyer Lon¬ 
don. 


Hyman Segal 
Dr. Geo. Jesherun 
Sundel Doniger 
Joseph M. Parton 


William Leavitt 
Israel Goldberg 
Reuben A. Posner 
Dr. Meyer I. Leff. 


The Provisional Committee received during the month of November 1916 

the following amounts: 


Emergency Fund . $5,388.96 

Relief Fund . 8.412.91 

School Fund . 175.56 

Institutions Fund . 1,164.36 

Sbkolim Fund—Actions Committee . 74.35 

Administration Fund . 6,285.13 

Medical Unit Fund . 1,312.05 

Pending Items . 7,855.98 

Interest . 64.26 

Auditing Fund . 462.07 $31,195.63 


The Balance on hand and in Ilnnks on November 1, 1916. was . $21,366.51 


Total . $52,561.14 


The disbursements of the Provisional Committee 
for the month of November 1916 were: 


Jerusalem—Hmlassah Work . $250.00 

Institutions—Specifically named by contributors . 1,164.36 

Loans—Palestine . 4,200 00 

Alexandria—Hadassah Work . 150.00 

Actions Committee—Account of Shekollm . 1,779.18 

Poland—Relief . 40.00 

Roumania—Relief . 2,500.00 

Transfer Department Expenses . 1.238.69 

Propagandists’ Salaries . 400.00 

Organization Expenses—Printing. Advertising. Travelling, etc. 995.50 

L. D. B.—Testimonial Fund Expenses . 517.86 

N. Y. Emergency Fund Committee—Salaries, Postage, etc. 269.34 

T7. S. Organizations . 2,431.90 

Office Equipment . 38.02 

Office Expenses. 1.560.10 

Pending Items. 160.00 $17,684.95 


Balance on November 30, 1918 on band and In Banks . $34,876.19 

In addition to the above the amount received by the Transfer Department in November, 1916. for transmission . $42,676.12 
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]NEWS FROM PALESTINE 


Anglo-Palestine Bank Reopened 

Official Information has been received 
by the Provisional Committee that the 
Zionist bank, The Anglo-Palestine Com¬ 
pany, has re-opened all Its branches in 
Palestine. At the outbreak of the war, 
the Anglo-Palestine Company, being an 
English institution, was closed by the 
Turkish Government. The Provisional 
Committee is not as yet in a position to 
make public all the facts that lead to the 
reopening of the branches of the Anglo- 
Palestine Company in Palestine. At one 
of its recent meetings, it voted to relieve 
the depositors of the Anglo-Palestine 


Company to the extent of *60,000, paid in 
monthly instalments. 

Cultural Work for Women in Palestine 

Is is encouraging to note the splendid 
work conducted by the "Jewish Womens' 
Society for cultural work in Palestine.” 
In spite of the limited propaganda possi¬ 
bilities and the difficulty in maintanng 
steady communication with its members, 
the society continues its work in Pales¬ 
tine. The lace-workshops in Jerusalem 
and Jaffa are able to give steady employ¬ 
ment to a number of young girls, assist¬ 
ing them thereby in supporting their 
families. The European sale of the laces 
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has decreased; the amount in 1914 being 
16,483 francs, as against 6,700 francs in 
1915. 

Turkish Government Opens Food Stores 

Djemal Pasha, military governor of 
Syria and Palestine, has been asked by 
the Jerusalem municipal government to 
establish municipal stores for the sale of 
victuals. The government has on hand 
at present a store of beans, lentils, peeied- 
barley, sesame, and sugar. The estab¬ 
lishment of the victuals-offlces is intended 
for all the quarters of the city and will 
relieve the impoverished Jewish, as well 
as non-Jewish, population in Jerusalem. 


smoktist’ news abroad 


BULGARIA 

Bulgarian Zionists Active 

The official Zionist Organ “Hamishpat” 
reports activity on the part of the Bul¬ 
garian Zionist Federation. Meetings are 
being held frequently in various towns 
and the Palestine Relief Action is being 
propagated very successfully in spite of 
the war. The Federation has published 
a Calendar for the year 5677, which con¬ 
tains a number of valuable contributions. 


DENMARK 

Danish Press on Zionism 

Since the Conference of Scandinavian 
Zionists held at Copenhagen last May, the 
(Scandinavian Press has been devoting 
considerable attention to the Zionist move¬ 
ment and its aims. Danish papers, such 
as “Hejemmet” and "Politlken” have 
printed articles on “The History of Mod¬ 
ern Zionism and the Jewish Colonization 
in Palestine” and “The Task of Zionism.” 


ENGLAND 

Chief Rabbi Replies to Attack on Zionism 

In the November issue of the “Fort¬ 
nightly Review,” there appeared an an¬ 
onymous article on Zionism by “An Eng¬ 
lishman of the Jewish Faith.” The ar¬ 
ticle is an attack on Zionism and Zionists. 
The author of the article, whose identity 
can very easily be traced, advances the 
theory that Jewish Emancipation In Eng¬ 
land was the result of a bargain under 
which the Jew obtained justice in return 
for his renunciation of the Jewish nation¬ 
ality. The author further denounces 
Zionism as a dangerous movement. Zion¬ 
ist aspirations, he says, are incompatible 
with the loyalty of the Jews to the coun¬ 
try of their birth. The article has called 
forth a storm of protests on the part of 
Jews in England. In the December issue 
of the “Fortnightly Review" there appear 
two .answers to this article, coming from 
Dr- Hertz, Chief Rabbi of England and 
Herbert Bentwich. a well known English 
Zionist leader. The article of Dr. Hertz 
Is dignified, and official. It is a complete 
refutation of the inferences contained in 
the article, while the one of Herbert Bent¬ 


wich is more of a controversial nature. 
We give here summaries of the two ar¬ 
ticles: 

An article, “Zionism: by an Englishman of 
the Jewish Faith,” appeared in the November 
issue of this Review which, 1 feel, calls for 
a solemn protest on behalf of the community 
which the author of that article directly and 
inferentlally maligned. In his desire to dis¬ 
credit Zionism, he brings by Implication the 
charge of faithlessness and dissimulation 
against the Anglo-Jewish leaders who 
achieved Jewish emancipation in this country; 
and, further, he openly denounces Zionism as 
a dangerous movement, and Zionists as neces¬ 
sarily unpatriotic and disloyal to their coun¬ 
try. 

“When the Jews in England were granted 
full political rights, what were the arguments 
used to justify the gift?” is his opening ques¬ 
tion. And he proceeds to tell us that the 
battle for the removal of religious disabilities 
was fought by Jews on the plea that their 
belief in Israel’s national regeneration was 
merely a “pious dogma” which had “no re¬ 
lation to action and life.” 

Now the history of the emancipation strug¬ 
gle does not justify any such version of the 
case as the one suggested by the w r rlter in 
question. The Jewish and non-Jewish ad¬ 
vocates of emancipation for the most part 
based their appeals on grounds of religious 
toleration, freedom, and humanity, but above 
all on those of justice. . . . Four representa¬ 
tive leaders of the emancipation period were 
that noble philanthropist, Sir Moses Monte- 
ttore (1784-1885), whose life-long devotion to 
the Holy Land was the admiration of his 
age; Baron Lionel de Rothschild (1806-1879). 
who ever maintained that civil and social 
equality for the Jew would indeed be dearly 
bought if they entailed the weakening of the 
religious bond of brotherhood; the Rev. Pro¬ 
fessor Marks (1811-1909), minister of the or¬ 
thodox contemporary, the then Chief Rabbi, 
the erudite and universally venerated Dr. 
Nathan Marcus Adler (1903-1890). These are 
not men who either tacitly or impliedly would 
have entered into any such contract as the 
contributor to this Magazine intimates. . . . 

The main contention, however, of this 
anonymous assailant of Zionism. Is that it Is 
a dangerous movement. Few Jew's, and still 
fewer non-Jews, will agree with “An Eng¬ 
lishman of the Jewish Faith.” in the fear 
that this conscious striving for the renascence 
of Israel on the soil of even a British Judaea 
is “dangerous.” We have long known that 
there were absolute duties, for the fulfilment 
of which a mother sends her only child to 
an almost certain deat. In this Holy War, 
waged on behalf of the weaker and smaller 
nations of the world, the Allies are battling 
for the enthronement of the principle, as a 
governing Idea of European Policy, that there 
also are rights—human, cultural and political 
—which are absolute, which cannot be with¬ 


held from any human group yeurnlng for 
them. . . . 

It is not my intention or my desire to ex¬ 
pound or to defend Zionism (proceeds the 
Chief Rabbi, in conclusion). Zionists, how- 
ever, form a considerable proportion of my 
Empire-wide “parish” ; and, if among them art 
to be included those who sympathize with 
the main objects of the movement, I have 
no doubt that the larger portion of those 
under my spiritual care are Involved. It is, 
therefore, necessary for me to repeat that 
the ends which Zionism is striving to accomp¬ 
lish are absolutely consistent with both the 
sacred ideals of Judaism and the utmost de¬ 
votion to the country of which the Jew 1« 
a citizen. Sabbath by Sabbath and Holyday 
by Holyday, Jews pray in their synagogues 
for the welfare of the rulers of the State 
whose subjects they are. in the same breath 
in which they express their undying hope in 
the Restoration.” . . . And in the very strug¬ 
gle in which our great and beloved country 
is a nrotagonist, the majority of the Jews 
fighting in the Allied Armies are of those 
who “pray for the peace of Jerusalem.” Zion¬ 
ists are doing their part side by side with 
their fellow-Jews and their fellow-citizens in 
the grin and awful duty that war has cast 
upon them; and the final test of patriotism is 
the willingness to fight for your country, to 
die for it. 


Extracts of Mr. Herbert Bentwich’s Reply 

The world-war, says Mr. Bentwich. with its 
trumpet-call to the small nations, has roused 
apprehension of the immediate success of Zion¬ 
ist aims.” They have endeavored to counter 
the appeal to Jewish Nationalist sentiment by 
a manifesto, addressed this time not to the 
students or the intellectuals alone but to the 
whole Jewish people, but their attempt to 
turn back the wheel of time has failed—the 
projected manifesto has fallen flat for want 
of support in the most influential quarters. 
And so they have put forward an anonymous 
writer in a leading organ of English opinion, 
the Fortnightly, to declare the faith or Eng¬ 
lishmen of the Jewish persuasion, to defame 
the opponents of the anti-national creed and 
policy, and to threaten the community, who 
are in danger of going over bodily to the 
cause of Zion, with the loss of hard-won 
privileges secured to them in a past genera¬ 
tion by the champions of emancipation. Mr. 
Bentwich goes on to deal with the “burden of 
the attack” by the “Englishman of the Jew¬ 
ish Faith.” This is that 

“The claim of the Jews to have granted to 
them full political rights was based on the 
representation that it was only certain re¬ 
ligious doctrines and practices which sepa¬ 
rated them from their Christian fellow citi¬ 
zens; the Jewish race was a matter of anti¬ 
quarian genealogy; it did not affect his 
loyalty to his fatherland; the religious differ¬ 
ences were not of a kind to make the Legls- 
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lature hesitate as to granting the Jews the 
fullest civic and political emancipation; and, 
though it was true there was a dogma of his 
religion that God would restore all the Jews 
to Palestine, this dogma had no influence 
whatever upon his life.'* 

Mr. Bentwich goes on to point out, however, 
that the writer of the article concentrates all 
his arguments on the struggle for the ad¬ 
mission of Jews to Parliament. But emanci¬ 
pation was only the logical result of the right 
to settle which was given to the Jews by the 
Protection of the Commonwealth and con¬ 
firmed by the Restoration. Instead, therefore, 
of usking “when the Jews In England were 
granted full political rights, what were the 
arguments used to justify the gift?” the re¬ 


levant question is: When the Jews from 
abroad were allowed the liberty of resettle¬ 
ment, what were the arguments on which the 
claim to admission was based? The flrst 
argument, says Mr. Bentwich, was that the 
admission of the Jews to England was a 
necessary preliminary to the fulfilment of 
the Divine promise. The second was based 
on the great principle of religious liberty, and 
the third was the broader argument of benefit 
to the State. 

Mr. Bentwich quotes the action of such 
loyal Jews as Sir Moses Monteflore and the 
late Lord Swayth ling, the former of whom 
had actually arranged the terms for the 
foundation of a new Commonwealth in Pales¬ 
tine, while the latter at a meeting in Mile 
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End on the occasion when a petition was being 
prepared at the Instance of Lord Rothschild 
ror the free admission of Jews to Palestine, 
said: “I am sure that only good will come 
from the action of Lord Rothschild, and that 
not only will Jews be assisted in colonizing 
Palestine, but practical shape will be given 
to their aspirations for the restoration of the 
Jewish Kingdom." 

Of Zionism, Mr. Bentwich adds, it is not 
too much to say that it was innate in the de¬ 
mand for civil and religious liberty. With 
that left out—or, worse, surrendered—the 
emancipation of the Jews would have been 
but the exchange of one slavery for another, 
the slavery of the body for the slavery of 
the spirit. 


GENERAL ZIONIST NEWS 


A TESTIMONIAL TO MR. JUSTICE LOUIS D. BRANDEIS 


Over one hundred guests were present 
on Sunday afternoon, November 26th, in 
the offices of Nathan Straus in the Aeolian 
Building, when a presentation was made 
to Justice I.ouis D. Brandeis on behalf 
of about ten thousand Jews, who thus de¬ 
sired to express their felicitations to tne 
Justice on his sixtieth birthday. 

Dr- Stephen S. Wise acted as chairman 
In place of Nathan Straus, who was un¬ 
able to be present, and who sent the fol¬ 
lowing letter: , 

Being unexpectedly prevented from extend¬ 
ing my congratulations in person. I herewith 
offer all good wishes for continued health and 
suecess in whatever you may undertake. 

In commemoration of your sixtieth birthday, 
your admiring and devoted friends and co- 
workers desire to present to you a fund to 
be applied by you to some philanthropic pur¬ 
pose of your own choosing. 

We present it as a token of our admiration 
of your fine work and indomitable persever¬ 
ance in keeping alive the spirit of Zionism 
when it was threatened with oblivion in the 
whirlpool of the war: our admiration for the 
patience yon displayed In dealing with the 
many problems: our admiration for your un¬ 
selfish arduous labors and the many personal 
sacrifices you made on behalf of the sacred 
cause. 

Only the great honor which has been be¬ 
stowed on you and through you on Judaism 
can reconcile us for the loss of your leader¬ 
ship. 

lour noble precept and example must be 
the guiding spirit of your worthy successors 
—for the blessing of Zionism and the welfare 
of Jndnslm all over the world. 

(Signed) NATHAN STRAPS 

Mnmaraneck. N. Y. 

November 26th. 1916. 

After brief addresses had been delivered 
by Judge Julian W. Mack, Dr. Harry 
Friedenwald, Dr. Wise, Prof. Richard Gott- 
hell, Miss Henrietta Szold, Dr. David de 
Sola Pool, and Mr. Jacob de Haas. Mr. 
Justice Brandeis replied, visibly affected 
by the tributes paid to him. He said in 
part: „ 

"The two years and more that cover my 
real activity in Zionist affairs have been 
rich in their gifts to me, bringing happi¬ 
ness and bringing me understanding. And 
this meeting to-day is in line with what I 
have before experienced. I might also 
say, in line with what I have always ex¬ 
perienced in working with those in the 
Zionist Cause. I came into the ranks with 
the knowledge of what had always been 
said of the dissension among the Jews, 
their unwillingness to work together and 
the impossibility of uniting them for a 
common cause: and in all the time in 
which I had the opportunity of presiding 
In the Provisional Committee, there was 
not a moment that I can complain in any 
way here of lack of loyalty to my work 
and to me, or the Cause which I was en¬ 
deavoring to further. 

"The last seven weeks which separated 
me from that daily participation in the 
work of the Zionists, has not left me with¬ 
out knowledge of what is occuring. 
Through the various conferences with 


Mr- de Haas, who was active originally 
In bringing me into the Cause and upon 
whose wisdom and devotion and experi¬ 
ence I have relied so much—I have been 
kept in touch, and the daily reports which 
X have received from the office have kept 
me in touch with what Is going on, and 
while there are many details which I do 
not know with that accuracy with which 
1 knew them when 1 was here every week 
and had Zionist conferences every day, I 
do feel advised in a general way. 

"The aloofness of those seven weeks and 
the distance In Washington gives me some 
special ability to state what seems to me 
are our opportunities, and what are the 
necessities, and what are the dangers in 
our work. I feel more than ever, that the 
opportunities are very great, opportunities 
such as have not been in eighteen cen¬ 
turies. The world Is with us—the non- 
Jewish world. The question is whether 
the Jewish world will be with us; and 
that. I take It, depends very largely upon 
the Zionists themselves. Those who are 
not Zionists, whether they be anti-Zionists 
or non-Zionists, are not the persons upon 
whom the responsibility rests. It rests 
upon those who become convinced of the 
truth of Zionism, and our success and fail¬ 
ure will depend largely upon the loyalty 
and the wisdom of those who believe, as 
we believe." 

Mr. de Haas, on behalf of the special 
testlmonal committee presented a volume 
containing over ten thousand signatures, 
and representing contributions to a fund, 
to be disposed of as Mr.. Justiee Brandeis 
will decide. 

The Testimonial reads: 

“To the Honorable Louis Dembitz Bran¬ 
deis on his sixtieth birthday, November 
thirteenth, nineteen hundred and sixteen, 
imbued to the heart with American and 
Jewish Ideals and Indefatigable Worker in 
Translating them into Action. A testi¬ 
monial of Gratitude for his services to the 
Jewish People and a Tribute of love and 
Loyalty to our Leader.” 

The committee in charge of the testi¬ 
monial were: President, Nathan Straus: 
Vice-Presidents, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr- 
Harry Friedenwald. Rabbi Martin A. 
Meyer, Joseph Barondess, Dr. Max Heller, 
Judge Julian W. Mack. Rabbi Mayer Ber¬ 
lin. and Mrs. Joseph Fels: Treasurer, Eu¬ 
gene Meyer, Jr.; Honorary Secretary, 
Jacob de Haas: and Assistant Secretary, 
Adolph Hubbard. 


Minutes of the Executive Committee 
Meeting 

I. 

A regular meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Federation was held 
Thursday evening. November 9th. at the 
Federation offices, 44 East 23rd Street, 
New Tork City. There were present: The 


chairman, Mr. Abel, Rabbi Raisin, Dr. S. 
Melamed, Mrs. Guggenheimer, Dr. Poo! 
and Mr. Goldberg. Excuses for absence 
were received from Mr. Louis Robison, 
Mr. Charles A. Cowen. 

Mrs. Guggenheimer moved to reconsider 
the action taken at the last meeting with 
regard to Madam Pevsner. It was de¬ 
cided, after the motion to reconsider had 
been carried, to refer the entire matter to 
a special committee to be appointed by 
the chairman. Messrs. Abel and Roth- 
enberg and Mrs. Guggenheimer were ap¬ 
pointed. 

Intercollegiate Zionist Association—It 

was decided to Issue to branches of the 
Intercollegiate Zionist Assn, charters, upon 
application, without the payment of char¬ 
ter fee, provided the applications are ap¬ 
proved by the central committee of the 
Association. 

Publications—Dr. Pool presented a re¬ 
port of the Publications Committee. He 
recommended that a new Palestinian map 
be Issued. The proposition was referred 
back to the committee for a more definite 
plan. He recommended the publication of 
a translation of the Life of Herzl by Dr. 
Friedmann. This matter was also re¬ 
ferred back to the committee, to take up 
with Mr. Breinln the question of issuing 
a condensed version of his complete Life 
of Herzl. Dr. Pool recommended also the 
issuance of a revised edition of Hatikvah. 
It was decided to have the Publication 
Committee consult Hadassah on this 
point. The Committee recommended that 
a pamphlet on Orthodox Judaism and 
Zionism be published. The suggestion 
was adopted in principle, but referred 
back to the committee for a more definite 
plan. It was also recommended that there 
be an English reprint of Herzl’s addresses. 
It was decided that the committee be 
asked to bring in a plan for publishing 
Zionist classics. Dr. Melamed suggested 
that a Press Committee be formed to 
propagate Zionism in the general press. 
It was decided to consider this question 
at the next meeting. 

Mr. Abel drew the attention of the com¬ 
mittee to the Irregular attendance of some 
members. It was decided to communicate 
with the members irregular in attendance 
and ask them for an explanation of their 
absence. It was also decided that the 
meetings of the committee be opened at 
the hour stated in the call.. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

II. 

A regular meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Federation was held on 
Thursday evening, November 30th, in the 
Zionist offices, 44 East 23rd Street, New 
York City. 

There were present: The chairman. Mr. 
Abel, Mr. Goldberg, Dr. Raisin, Mr. Spray- 
regen, Mr. Richards and Miss Berger. 
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The ommittee appointed with regard 
r»» '.ia ;n Pevsner reported through Mr. 
Abel as follows: 

In view of the fact that it is impos¬ 
sible at this time for the Federation to 
au-i t*> its present staff of propagandists, 
ii ,s tcommended that in case requests 
*• ro received in the office for the services 
of Madam Pevsner as a speaker, the of¬ 
fice assist the societies in making these 
cikga., ments for Mme. Pevsner. 

State Associations —It was decided to 
ask ^ate associtions to send their 
n\ reports hereafter to the Federa- 

* * 1 ice on the 1st of the month. In 

t...s nnection it was decided, in view 
of some confusion that exists as to the 
relations of several state associations with 
the Federation, that the chairman bring 
in a report defining the jurisdictions of 
the Provisional Committee and the Fed¬ 
eration with regard to all constituent or¬ 
ganizations. 

Baltimore Central Committee —The 

Executive Committee decided to rec¬ 
ognize the Central Zionist Committee 
of Baltimore as the central organization 
of that city for Zionist propaganda and 
organization. The president of the Com¬ 
mittee is Dr. Edgar 13. Friedenwald. The 
secretary is Mr. Saul Drucker, 22 North 
Broadway, Baltimore, Md. 

Jewish Congress —The Joint Zionist 
Committee of the Jewish Congress pre¬ 
sented their report through Mr. Abel. It 
was decided to approve of the report in 
substance as amended and to refer it to 
a special committee which shall bring in 
a plan of action to be recommended to 
Zionist societies with relation to the elec¬ 
tions for the Jewish Congress. 

Shekel Committee —The ' Shekel Com¬ 
mittee reported through Mr. Sprayregen. 
It was decided to engage a special clerk 
in the Federation office to devote himself 
to the Shekel work under the supervision 
of the Shekel Committee and the regular 
officials of the Organization. A number 
of suggestions were made for the Shekel 


propaganda which -will be carried out by 
the office until the Shekel bureau is es¬ 
tablished. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Bureau of Information and Literature 

The Intercollegiate Zionist Association 
announces the opening of a “Bureau of 
Information and Literature.” The Bu¬ 
reau of Information and Literature has 
gradually been collecting an adequate li¬ 
brary of literature on Zionism and kin¬ 
dred subjects. It now has books and 
pamphlets in English, Hebrew, German 
and French, on all phases of Zionist ac¬ 
tivities. The Association urges its con¬ 
stituent societies not only to make lib¬ 
eral use of these works, but also to sub¬ 
scribe for The Maccabaean. Books in the 
Bureau may be borrowed for two weeks 
or bought through the Association. 

Third Annual Conference of Young 
Judaea Leaders 

Young Judaea will hold its Third An¬ 
nual Leaders’ Conference at Hotel Mc- 
Alpin, New York, beginning Saturday 
evening, December 23rd, and with sessions 
continuing on Sunday and Monday, De¬ 
cember 24th and 25th. The Leaders’ Con¬ 
ference has for its purpose the discussion 
of problems arising in club leadership 
and papers on the various phases of club 
work will be presented by leaders from 
the various sections of the country. There 
will be a reception and dance on Saturday 
evening, and a literary evening on Sunday 
to which Jewish students and public 
school teachers of the city will be invited. 

The Jewish National Fund 

The contributions towards the Jewish 
National Fund during the month of Octo¬ 
ber amounted to 59,835 francs. The fol¬ 
lowing countries contributed: Germany. 
22,047 Francs, (occupied districts, 6,018 
Francs); Austria, 19,244 Francs, (occu¬ 
pied districts. 877 Francs): North Amer¬ 


ica, 14,395 Francs; Holland, 972 Francs: 
Denmark, 910 Francs; Switzerland, 808 
Francs; England, 449 Francs; Australia, 
426 Francs; Greece, 225 Francs; Egypt. 
169 Francs; Russia, 95 Francs; Belgium, 
67 Francs; Norway, 28 Francs. The Na¬ 
tional Fund has also received two legacies 
of 50,000 Francs and 6,000 Francs. 

New Societies Affiliate 

The Federation reports that during the 
month of November the following societies 
affiliated: Kadimah, Waterbury, Conn. 

Zionist Society of Coatesville, Coatesville, 
Pa., Louis D. Brandeis Zionist Society, 
Newark, N. J., and Daughters of Zion, 
Kinston, N. C. The following societies ap¬ 
plied for charters: Louis D. Brandeis 
Zionist Society, Stamford, Conn., Sons and 
Daughters of Zion, Norristown, Pa. and 
Boney Zion, Harrisbury, Pa. 

Whereabouts of Zionist Speakers 

The Federation announces that engage¬ 
ments can now be made for Dr. Schmarya 
Levin to speak at mass-meetings for the 
Emergency Fund. Dr. Levin will be free 
after January lSth. Mr. Raskin is now 
in Alabama. He will be visiting the At¬ 
lantic border States soon. He will also 
visit North and South Carolina. Mr. 
Raskin will attend the annual conven¬ 
tion of the Texas Zionist Association in 
San Antonio, on December 31st, preceding 
which he will tour Texas. Mr. Fran- 
kel is spending this month in New 
Jersey. An offer has been made to send 
him to Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin. 
Mr. M. Scheinkin has been spending the 
month in and about New York. He has 
visited neighboring cities, including Mon¬ 
treal and Binghamton. In all probability 
he will remain in New York to carry on 
a campaign for the self-taxation plan. 

Societies desiring to organize meetings 
for any of these speakers are asked to 
communicate with the Federation office 
or with their central organization. 
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IV2EWS FROM ZIONIST C^EIVnKRS 


CALIFORNIA 
Young Zionist Association 

Los Angeles—The Young Zionist Asso¬ 
ciation of this city held a social-literary 
meeting on November 21st, at the Music 
Hall, 232 S. Hill Street. The meeting was 
well attended. Mr. Marco R. Newmark 
delivered an Interesting lecture on Zion¬ 
ism. 


CONNECTICUT 
Zionist Concert in Waterbury 

Waterbury—A concert under the aus¬ 
pices of the Kadimoh Zion Society was 
held on Sunday, December 10th, at the 
Masonic Temple Hall. Over five hundred 
people were present. Mrs. Morris Roth- 
enberg rendered Yiddish Folk Songs. The 
Poet Ychoash recited his poems “Tel- 
Aviv,” and “Among the Vineyards.” The 
speakers of the evening were Mr. Charles 
A. Cowen and Mr. Isaac Carmel. 


ILLINOIS 

Knights of Zion Complete Preparation 
for Twentieth Annual Convention 

Chicago— The Knights of Zion have al¬ 
ready completed the elaborate arrange¬ 
ments for their twentieth annual 
convention. which Is to take place 
in the Twin cities of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, on the 29th of this 


month. Public meetings during the 
month of November, recorded by the Chi¬ 
cago Bureau, under the jurisdiction of the 
Knights of Zion, were as follows: seven 
meetings in Chicago, one in Springfield, 
Champaign and two in Milwaukee. The 
speakers were Prof. S’. A. Hoffman, Dr. 
Geo. A. Rosenzwelg, H. Steinberg, Leon 
ZolotkofT, Judge Philip P. Bregstone, 
Nathan D. Kaplan, Max Shulman, E. E. 
Lizitsky and A. Grossman. During the 
month of November the Knights of Zion 
forwarded to the Provisional Committee 
$2,53S.18 to the Emergency Fund. 

The Kadimah and the Kehilath Jacob 
Zionist Society Consolidate 

At a Joint meeting of the Kadimah Gate 
of the Knights of Zion and the Kehilath 
Jacob Zionist Society of Chicago, Monday 
evening, December 4th, the two societies 
consolidated under the name of Kadimah 
Gate of Knights of Zion. The Friday 
evening lectures heretofore conducted at 
the Kehilath Jacob Synagogue by the Ke¬ 
hilath Jacob Zionist Society will hereafter 
be under the direction of the Kadimah. 
The following officers were elected and 
installed by Mr. Leon Zolotkoff: Bernard 
Shulman, president; H. Hackner, vice- 
president; J. Elliott Goldfish, recording 
secretary; D. P. Pollock, financial secre¬ 
tary; Harry Morris, treasurer. An inter¬ 


esting address was also delivered at this 
meeting by Mr. Reuben Marks of London, 
England, who gave a brief account of the 
Zionist movement in Great Britain. Mr. 
Marks enrolled as a member. 

Dr. Schmarya Levin in Chicago 

On Sunday November 19 th Dr. 
Schmarya Levin delivered a lecture 
on “Judaism as a Philosophy of Life,” at 
the Gymnasium Hall of the Chicago He- 
brewlnstitute . 


MARYLAND 

Central Zionist Committee Organize 

Baltimore—A Central Zionist Commit¬ 
tee, consisting of twelve Zionist organ¬ 
izations of this city, has been formed un¬ 
der the leadership of Dr. Edgar B. Fried¬ 
enwald. The purpose of the Committee is 
to stimulate the initiative of all the Zion¬ 
ist societies in Baltimore and to help 
eliminate any over-lapping that may oc¬ 
cur in the individual w r ork of the various 
societies. Such a committee has been 
organized before, but because of misman¬ 
agement the idea had to be abandoned. 
Though the Poale Zionists have not as 
yet signified their intention of affiliating 
with the committee, they are expected to 
do so very soon. Mr .Saul Drucker is sec¬ 
retary of the Committee. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

Activities of the New England Bureau 

Boston—The Zionist Bureau for New 
England reports that during the month 
of November twelve meetings were held 
under the auspices of the Bureau in as 
many cities. The income to the Emer¬ 
gency Fund for the month of November, 
registered in the New England Bureau, 
amounts to $5,737.88, $-1,500.00 of this 

.amount being designated for the Admin¬ 
istration Fund. The amount represents 
the income of sixteen cities, under the 
jurisdiction of the New England Bureau- 
A special Emergency Fund Day on 
Thansgiving was conducted under the 
auspices of the Bureau. The results of 
the ‘'Day s’* collection will he reported in 
the next issue of The Maceabaean. A cir¬ 
cular letter was sent out by the Bureau to 
all Jewish teachers in New England, call¬ 
ing upon them to interest the children un¬ 
der their guidance in the Emergency 
Fund. The teachers are asked to distrib¬ 
ute live cent Emergency Fund certificates 
among the children, one of which they arc 
to purchase each week. 

Hadassah to Celebrate Chanukah 

The local Chapter of Hadassah is phi li¬ 
ning the celebration <>f Chanukah by a 
luncheon, Wednesday. December 27th. for 
members and friends. 

Light of Zion Society Elects New Officers 

At a meeting of the Bight of Zion So¬ 
ciety, held December 3rd, tit the Y. M. 
H. A. rooms, the following officers were 
elected : J. M. Mitchelson, president; M. 
Baumstein. vice-president: M. Feldman, 
treasurer; Abe Cohen, financial secre¬ 
tary; Nathan Ekman, recording secretary. 
A propaganda meeting was held on Sun¬ 
day, December 10th, at Odd Fellows’ Hall, 
Hanover Street- Albert llurwitz. presi¬ 
dent of the Associated Y. M. H. A.’s was 
the principal speaker. 

Activities of the Bialik Camp 

Cambridge—The Bialik Camp. Order 
Sons of Zion, held a meeting and lecture 
on Wednesday evening. November 22nd. 
Messrs. Hochberg and Resnick reported 
that $62 had been collected for the Na¬ 
tional Fund during their administration. 
Mr. Alexander Sachs delivered an address 
on “How to go About Rebuilding the 
Jewish People.” it was decided that a 
committee of the society visit the Jews of 
Cambridge on Thanksgiving Day to col¬ 
lect from them Thanksgiving greetings 
for Palestine in the form of contributions 
for the Emergency Fund. 

Tiphereth Zion Opens Forum for Discus¬ 
sion of Jewish Problems 

Lynn—The Tiphereth Zion Society of 
this city has opened a forum for the dis¬ 
cussion and presentation of Jewish prob¬ 
lems. The first lecturer in this forum 
series was Mr. Shachno Stein of Dorches¬ 
ter. He spoke of Zionist leaders and gave 
his personal reminiscences of Herzl. and 
traced the growth of the Zionist move¬ 
ment in Europe and in America- 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Beth Abraham Zionist Society Reorgan¬ 
izes Hebrew School. 

Nashua—The Beth Abraham Zionist 
Society of this city held its first open 
lecture and mass meeting on Sunday. No¬ 
vember 26th. at the Synagogue. Con¬ 
scious of the importance of Jewish edu¬ 
cation for Zionism, it devoted the first 
part of its meeting to the re-organization 
of the Hebrew School and created a new 


committee under the chairmanship of J. 
O. Mandelsohn. The committee will take 
immediate steps to secure quarters for 
the school and for the various societies 
as a meeting place. The meeting was ad¬ 
dressed by Mr. Alexander Sacks, who 
spoke on the “Present Jewish Crisis and 
the Right Way of Meeting It.” 

Degel Zion Holds Mass-Meeting 

Portsmouth—A large mass-meeting un¬ 
der the auspices of the Degel Zion was 
reecntly held in this city, which was ad¬ 
dressed by Messrs. Ben j. Rabalsky and 
Alexander Sacks, of Boston. At the meet¬ 
ing $38 was collected for the Emergency 
Fund and all present pledged themselves 
to contribute to the Emergency Fund 
Committee, which will visit them weekly- 
Mr. Louis Shapiro, a leading Zionist of 
Portsmouth, presided. 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark Chapter of Hadassah 

Newark —A regular meeting of the 
Newark Chapter of Hadassah was held 
on November 21. The Shekel and Na¬ 
tional Fund chairmen reported progress. 
After the business meeting, Miss Rlfka 
Aaronsohn, of Palestine, gave a vivid de¬ 
scription of “Conditions in Palestine be¬ 
fore the War.” 

NEW YORK 

Sons and Daughters of Zion Give Concert 

Albany—On November 20th. a concert 
was given by the Sons ami Daughters of 
Zion of this city at the Beth-El-Jacob 
Synagogue. Cantor Josef Rosenblatt, of 
New York was the loading figure on the 
program. Dr. Meyer W'axman, rabbi of 
the Sons of Abraham Synagogue, spoke 
on the Emergency Fund. As a result. 
$125 was raised for the Emergency Fund 
which was forwarded to the Provisional 
Committee. The society presented Can¬ 
tor Rosenblatt, with a bouquet of flowers, 
as a. token of appreciation. The Cantor 
thereupon returned the. bouquet to the so¬ 
ciety and requested that it be 
sold, the proceeds to be contributed 
towards the Emergency Fund. At a 
fortnightly meeting of the Sons and 
Daughters of Zion the following offi¬ 
cers were elected: Samuel Caplan, presi¬ 
dent; Miss Theresa Steinberg, vice-presi¬ 
dent; Miss Esther Callup, secretary and 
Mr. Harry Naum, treasurer. There were 
elected also chairmen of various commit¬ 
tees. Dr. and Mrs. Meyer Waxman were 
elected honorary members of the organ¬ 
ization. Dr. Waxman delivered an inter¬ 
esting address on institutions in the Zion¬ 
ist Organization. 

United Zionists of Brownsville Open 
New Headquarters 

Brownsville—The United Zionists of 
Brownsville celebrated the opening of 
their new headquarters at 296 Sackmun 
Street on Saturday night, November 25th. 
After great labor and sacrifice, the Zion¬ 
ists of Brownsville succeeded in estab¬ 
lishing a center from which all local 
Zionist activities will go forth. The head¬ 
quarters have a lecture hall and a li¬ 
brary and accommodate three Hebrew 
evening classes. The Hebrew courses 
are given under the auspices of the He¬ 
brew society. "Tvriah.” 

Zionist Council Condemns “Al Hamish- 
mar 

New York—A conference of delegates 
to the Zionist Council of Greater New 
York was held on Monday and Wednes¬ 
day, November 27th and 29th, at the club 
rooms of the Austro-Hungarian Zionists. 
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43 E. 3rd Street. The conference was 
called for the purpose of discussing the 
question of the ananymous organisation 
“A1 Hamishmar.” After a thorough dis¬ 
cussion, the following resolution was 
adopted with one dissenting vote: 

“Whereas, a number of Bulletins under 
the name of A1 Mamishmar, issued by 
Zionists, have been published and circu¬ 
lated among Zionist organizations affili¬ 
ated with the Council and also among in¬ 
dividuals,” and 

“Whereas, such bulletins contain mat¬ 
ter of an offensive character regarding 
persons occupying official positions in the 
Zionist organizations,” and 

“Whereas, the authorship of such Bul¬ 
letins or the persons responsible for their 
issuance has not been disclosed, making 
it impossible for such officials to defend 
themselves against attacks made upon 
them in such Bulletins,” and 

“Whereas, the issuance and circulation 
of such bulletins may tend to injure not 
only the persons referred to therein, but 
also bring discredit upon the Zionist 
movement in America.” 

Now. therefore be it resolved 

“That the Zionist Council of Greater 
New York, representing the organized 
Zionists of New York, while recognizing 
the right of free discussion and proper 
criticism of either the actions or conduct 
of Zionists or Zionist officials, within the 
bound of propriety, hereby emphatically 
disapproves the issuance of anonymous 
bulletins or literature of any character 
regarding matters relating to the Zionist 
Movement and as well emphatically dis¬ 
approves the methods employed by the 
person or persons responsible for the issu¬ 
ance of said bulletins under the name of 
AI Hamishmar.” 

And be it further resolved 

“That the Executive Board of the Zion¬ 
ist Council be instructed to send a copy 
of this resolution to all Zionist organiza¬ 
tions affiliated with the Council calling 
upon them to refrain from reading any of 
the said bulletins issued or hereafter to 
be issued anonymously at the meetings of 
said organizations or to give the same 
any publicity whatsoever.” 

And be it further resolved 

“That the Zionist Council condemns and 
disapproves the practice of Zionists mak¬ 
ing criticism of affairs of the Zionist or¬ 
ganization, but recommends that same be 
made within the organization and through 
official channels.” 

Zionist Council Makes Arrangements for 
Flag Day 

On Sunday afternoon, November 26th. 
a conference of representatives of Zion¬ 
ist societies was held by the Zionist Coun¬ 
cil. at the club rooms of the Austro-Hun¬ 
garian Zionists, 43 E. 3rd Street. Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Spiegel, chairman of Council Na¬ 
tional Fund Committee, presided. 

At this conference preparations wore 
made for the celebration of the fifteenth 
anniversary since the establishment of 
the National Fund and for the Flag Day 
for the benefit of the National Fund which 
will be hold on Chanukah Sunday, Decem¬ 
ber 24th. It was decided to hold a mass¬ 
meeting in Cooper Union on Saturday 
evening. December 23rd. at which Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise and Dr. Schmarya Levin 
will be the speakers. Tt was also decided 
to hold volunteer meetings in the various 
sections of the city under the supervision 
of the societies in the respective district. 
An itinerary has been prepared for the 
chairman of the Council, Mr. Morris Roth- 
enberg, and other speakers to visit all the 
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Si»* 1 1 • t >;ti in the city with a view to stimu¬ 
lating ihe work of the societies in behalf 
ot' ii:• .national Fund. The Council, witli 
ui.r a»vroval of the National Fund Bureau 
U- ill d to offer three prizes to societies 
mat iulse the most money on Flag Day. 

2 onist Council Ball a Success 

tl\'- reception and ball of the Zionist 
c-rjniil held on Sunday evening, Novem- 
■ . r ii'th, at the Central Opera House, was, 

,s .< n t.cipated, a huge gathering. About 
two ihousand New York Zionists attended 
in** ball. Dr. Stephen S'. Wise delivered 
.t brief address in which he called upon 
ti.■ Now York Zionists for greater activ¬ 
ity. The proceeds of the ball, which 
.un .nut to about $500, will go towards the 
maintenance of the National Hebrew 

n-. -ls in New' York. 

Dr. Kallen to Lecture Before University 
Zionist Society. 

J our lectures on various aspects of the 
Jewish Question will be given by Dr. H. 
M. Kallen, of the University of Wiscon¬ 
sin, under the auspices of the University 
Zionist Society of New York, at its meet¬ 
ing-rooms, 7 West 45th Street, on Decem¬ 
ber 19th, 23rd, 26th and 28th. Dr. Kallen 
will deal specially with the eugenic, the 
social-economic, the political and cultural 
aspects. It is expected that the proposed 
course of lectures will set a new standard 
in the scientilic treatment of the much- 
vexed and manifold aspects of this ques¬ 
tion. The committee in charge of these 
lectures consists of Judge Julian W. Mack, 
chairman. Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Prof. Rich¬ 
ard Gottheil, Dr- Max Radin, Israel N. 
Thurman and Elisha M. Friedman. Cards 
of admission to these lectures will be fur¬ 
nished without charge upon application to 
Mr. Elisha M. Friedman, 14 Wall Street, 
New York City. 

Zionists of Harlem Organize a Forum 

The Zionists of Harlem have organized 
a Forum at the Wadieigh High School, 
115th Street near Seventh Avenue. A 
course of lectures on Jewish problems and 
Jewish history, will be given in the audi¬ 
torium every Sunday morning at 10.30 
o’clock. There will also be given a musi¬ 
cal program. The course was opened by 
a lecture by Prof. Mordecai M. Kaplan 
on “The Essence of Judaism,” on Sunday, 
November 26th. The second lecture was 
delivered by Mr. Jacob de Haas, on Sun¬ 
day, December 3rd. Subject: “Jewish 
Reconstruction.” The musical program 
was rendered by Miss Blanche Susskind 
and Miss Gertrude Lowenstein. On Sun¬ 
day, December 10th, Dr. Israel Friedland- 
er spoke on “The Jews of Spain and Po¬ 
land—an Historical Parallel.” On Sunday, 
December 17 th, Mr. Lipsky spoke on 
“Zionist Achievements.” The musical 
program was renedered by Mr. Harvin 
Lohre and Miss Fannie Levy. The mem¬ 
bers of the committee in charge are Dr. 
Henry Keller, chairman: Charles A. 
Oowcn, Prof. Mordecai M. Kaplan, Prol. 
S. T. H. Hourwich, Miss Thumar Hirsch- 
enson. 

Second Annual Dinner of Zionist 
Association 

The Zionist Association of Greater 
New York will hold Its second annual din¬ 
ner and entertainment on Wednesday 
evening. January 31st, at Vienna Hall, 31 
East 58th Street. Dr. Stphen S. Wise 
will be the speaker of the evening. Other 
prominent Zionists will attend. The so¬ 
cial dinners held by the association are 
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for the purpose of creating more intimate 
relations between the members of the as¬ 
sociation and bring them in touch with 
Zionist leaders. 

Oriental Costume and Mask Dance of the 
Staff of Zion. 

The Staff of Zion, consisting of the 
fifty employees at the Zionist headquar¬ 
ters, is making its debut on December 20, 
in an Oriental Costume and Mask Dance 
at the Vienna Hall, 133 East 58th Street. 

The programme of the evening is a 
greeting by Dr. Schmarya Levin; Light¬ 
ing of the Chanukah Lamp. Dr. David 
de Sola Pool; Piano Solo, Aaron Lieb- 
stock; March, the Masqueraders. Mrs. E. 
W. Lewin-Epsteln will have charge of 
the tea booth. 

The prize judges of the masks will be 
Mrs. Jacob de Haas, Mr. and Mrs- J. Gor¬ 
don, Dr. Schmarya Levin, Mrs. Louis 
Lipsky, Mr. and Mrs. Abel Pann, and Dr. 
Isaac Straus. 

Members of the Staff of Zion will be 
hostesses. 

Altneuland Camp to Celebrate 

The Altneuland Camp, 4 5, Order Sons 
of Zion, has completed its plans for the 
celebration of its tenth anniversary- 
The celebration will be held on December 
23rd, 1916, at the Broadway Central Hotel. 
The celebration will be in the form of a 
ball and banquet. Many prominent 
Zionists will participate. A souvenir 
book will be issued which will give an ac¬ 
count of the work of the Altneuland dur¬ 
ing the ten years of its existence. It 
w’ill also contain articles on Zionism 
by Mr. Justice Brandeis, Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise, Joseph Barondess, Hon. Nathan 
Straus, Dr. Harry Friedenwakl, and other 
prominent Zionists. 


OHIO 

Cincinnati Zionist Society Prepares for 
Flag Day 

Cincinnati—A meeting was held by the 
Cincinnati Zionist Society, in their club 
rooms, Talmud Torah Bldg. Mr. Jacob 
Marcus, a student of the Hebrew Union 
College, delivered an address on “Anti- 
Semitism in the United States.” Prep¬ 
arations for Flag Day are in progress. 
It is anticipated, that, in spite in the many 
collections made in the city, the proceeds 
of this year's Flag Day collection will ac¬ 
cede all previous years. 

Activities of Mr. Friedman in Behalf of 
The Maccabaean 

Cleveland—Mr. Morris Friedman, Secre¬ 
tary of the Ohio State Zionist Ass»>cia- 
tion and president of the Cleveland Zion¬ 
ist Council, has undertaken to conduct a 
vigorous campaign in behalf of The Mac¬ 
cabaean. As a result of his activity, he 
succeeded in securing a number of Cleve¬ 
land societies to subscribe to The Macca¬ 
baean in bulk. At the last meeting of the 
Cleveland Zionist Council, Mr. Friedman 
introduced a resolution, recommending to 
all its constituent organizations, to sub¬ 
scribe to The Maccabaean for all their 
members. The resolution was unanimous¬ 
ly carried. Mr. Friedman is confident that 
every society, affiliated with the Council 
will avail itself of the special offer made 
by The Maccabatan and order it 
for all their members. The reso¬ 
lution of the Cleveland Council was spe¬ 
cially enthusiastically accepted by the 
Cleveland Camp, which has a member¬ 
ship of seventy. The camp Is about to 


order The Maccabaean for every member. 
Mr. Friedman has certain plans under 
consideration, which, if successfully car¬ 
ried through, will increase the circulation 
of The Maccabaean in Cleveland to five 
hundred within the next three months. 
It is expected that Mr. Friedman will have 
the co-operation of all Zionist Societies 
in his work for The Maccabaean. 

$200 for The Medical Unit 

Youngstown -Mrs. A. Kaminetzky, sec¬ 
retary of the local Chapter of Hadassah, 
reports that a successful meeting was re¬ 
cently arranged by the local Chapter and 
Camp at which Dr. Schmarya Levin spoke. 
The dance on November 22nd, given by 
Hadassah netted about two hundred dol¬ 
lars for the benefit of the “Medical Unit.” 
The dance w r as a splendid social success as 
well as a financial one. The local Chapter 
organized a study circle and several sew¬ 
ing circles which sew for mothers and in¬ 
fants in Palestine. All preparations are 
being completed for a sucessful Flag Day. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Activities of the Coatesville Zionist Society 

Coatesville—The Coatesville Zionist So¬ 
ciety has begun its work for the winter 
with a series of debates, lectures and dis¬ 
cussions. At a recent meeting the fol¬ 
lowing were elected officers: M. Jaffe, 
chairman; S. Chertock, vice- chairman: 
M. Friedman, secretary; S. Philip Blech- 
man, financial secretary, and Miss Sier- 
vietnick, treasurer. The Emergency Fund 
Committee which was recently appointed, 
is doing active work. The pledge of $5<J 
to the Emergency Fund made at the 
Philadelphia Convention, will, it is ex¬ 
pected, son be doubled. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Sons and Daughters of Zion Hold Meeting 

Charlestown—Rabbi Lieberman, of Den¬ 
ver, Colorado, recently visited this city 
and delivered an interesting address on 
Zionism, under the auspices of the Sons 
and Daughters of Zion of this city. The 
visit of Rabbi Lieberman to this city will 
have a lasting impression. As a result 
of his address, a large number, hitherto 
not affiliated with the Zionist Organiza¬ 
tion, joined the society. 


TENNESSEE 

Ahavath Zion Elects New Officers 

Memphis—At a recent meeting of the 
Ahavath Zion Society of this city, the 
following new officers were elected: Sam 
Shankman, President; Regina Goldberger, 
Secretary; Phil. Pearlman, Treasurer. 

Tennessee State Association Planned 

Nashville—Mr. P. M. Raskin, who is 
touring the South in the interest of Zion¬ 
ist propaganda, spent the first two weeks 
of November In Tennessee. On the 12th. 
Mr. Raskin addressed a large mass meet¬ 
ing in this city under the auspices of the 
B’nai Zion. Miss Garfinkle, president of 
the organization, presided. In the after¬ 
noon of the same date. Mr. Raskin was 
present at the Brandeis’ birthday celebra¬ 
tion given by Young Judaea with the 
Brandeis Club as honor guests, which was 
addressed by him. Mr. Raskin also spoke 
before the Menorah Society of Vander¬ 
bilt University. Tennessee has been plan¬ 
ning, in addition to the organization of a 
State Association, which has for a long 
time been under consideration, the forma¬ 
tion of a tri-state or perhaps Quin-state 
association. This, it is expected, will be 
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called into being in the very near future. 
To perfect the plans, the following tem¬ 
porary officers were elected: Rabbi Gold 
of Memphis, President; Miss Goldberger, 
Secretary and Miss Garfinkle, Field Sec¬ 
retary- 
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PERSONAS, ITEMS 

... 

CECILIA E. COHEN—A TRIBUTE 


Society, a sister organization of the 'Nordau 
Zionist Society, sent a letter of condol¬ 
ence to the family of the deceased. Owins 
to the death of Joseph Schatz, the Ladies 
.Nordau Zionist Society postponed for ar 
indefinite period their dance which was 
to he held on December ItOh. 


TEXAS 

Kadimah Zionist Society Holds Mass 
Meeting 

Dallas—The Kadimah Zionist Society 
of this city held a mass meeting in 
Shaareth Israel Synagogue on Sunday, 
December 10th, addressed by Rabbi Jacob 
Bosniak and Mr. Jonas A. Rosenfield. Mr. 
Henry Fisehlowitz, president of the Kadi¬ 
mah. presided. Great enthusiasm was 
manifested at the meeting and many new 
members were enrolled. The following 
delegates were elected to the San An¬ 
tonio convention: Jonas A. Rosenfield. 
Dr. Jacob Bosniak, Henry Ely. Alter¬ 
nates, Z. (Hick, Sara Goldberg and A. 
Kaplan. The following are the officers of 
the society: Isidor Geetch, President; r. 
Garonzik, Vice-President: H. Goldberg, 
Treasurer; Henry Fisehlowitz, Secretary. 


New Zionist Society Organized in Waco 

Waco—On Sunday, November 19th, a 
Zionist mass-meeting was held at the syn¬ 
agogue of this city. It was an enthusias¬ 
tic gathering. The speakers were: Mr. 
J. Label of Terrell, Texas; Rabbi N. Ger- 
stein of San Antonio; Mrs. Florence Rain¬ 
er; Mrs. M. Resnick and Rabbi Chas. 
Blumenthal. of Fort Worth, and Mr. L. 
Fisehlowitz of Dallas, Pr. R. J. French of 
Waco, presided. As a result of this meet¬ 
ing, a new society, Ezrath Zion was or¬ 
ganized with the following officers: Mr. 
S. Greenburg. president; Mrs. N. Freeman, 
vice-president; Sydney Gordon, secretary 
and Mrs. L. Fred, treasurer. 


UTAH 

New Zionist Society in Utah 

Salt Lake City—A Zionist club has been 
organized in this city through the efforts 
of Mr. Samuel Alkow. of the Montefiore 
Congregation. About twenty-five young 
men and women have already joined the 
organization. As the result of a dance 
given for Zionist institutions in Palestine, 
eighty dollars was netted which has been 
forwarded to the Provisional Committee. 


CANADA 

Canadian Zionist Activities 

The Canadian Zionists are making ac¬ 
tive propaganda for the raising of $20,- 
000-00, immediate contribution to the 
Emergency Fund, to he followed by fur¬ 
ther contributions. At a recent meeting 
of the Canadian Federation, Mr. Clarence 
1. de Sola, President of the Federation, 
urged that immediate active measures be 
taken to raise the necessary amount for 
the Emergency Fund. The presence of 
Dr. Mossinsohn in Canada, it was re¬ 
ported, was beneficial to the Emergency 
Fund, $7,000 having been raised by him. 
in pledges and cash. Dr. Mossinsohn ad¬ 
dressed several meetings in Montreal. 
The Montreal Zionists promised to Dr. 
Mossinsohn to contribute SoOO annually 
for the next ten years, to the Jaffa Gym¬ 
nasium. He also had successful meetings 
in Ottawa, Toronto, Hamilton, Winniepg 
and in the Canadian West. 


Born October 3, 1830—Died November 
14, 1916 

"A woman of worth, who can find? l'or 
iter price is far above rubies.” Such a 
woman was Cecilia. E. Cohen, who has 
gone to her eternal rest. She had lived 
in quiet retirement for so many years 
that there are few who know her. Her 
husband, the late Israel Cohen, a member 
of a distinguished family, and well known 
as one of the leading and most public- 
spirited citizens of Baltimore, died forty- 
one years ago. The mother of a large 
family, she survived all her children but 
one daughter, whose life has been spent 
in filial and devoted ministration. An in¬ 
valid for almost a quarter of a century, 
she bore her suffering and infirmity with 
patience, resignation and fortitude; she 
did not succumb, but steadfastly pursued 
her activities and interests of mind, of 
heart and of hand. Her wide reading 
kept her clear and cultured mind awake 
and elastic and her conversation brilliant 
and fascinating. Her interests in all hu¬ 
manity. but especially in her suffering 
Jewish brethren, were unflagging even to 
the last hours of consciousness- “She 
opened her mouth with wisdom and the 
law or loving kindness was ever on her 
tongue.” The works of her hands were 
marvels of beauty. 

It is rare, indeed, to find “a woman of 
worth" who combined such queenly beauty 
of face and of soul. Her classic features, 
the til in nose, the heauteous lips, the soul¬ 
ful eyes, the silver hair brought to mind 
the well-known picture of Whistlers’ 
mother, save that the latter had less of 
beauty and charm. And over all, higher 
than all else, lay the deepest devotion to 
Israel, to the people of Israel and to the 
religion of Israel. The love and benefi¬ 
cence which she showered upon the Land 
of Israel would he an inspiration to those 
who wish and hope and pray to see our 
ancient home restored. in all truth, it 
may tie said of her that she was “a woman 
that feared the Lord: she shall he 
praised " Few will ever know “how she 
stretched out her hand to the poor, how 
she put forth her hands to the needy.” 

Tn her death I have lost a friend whom 
I admired and revered. Her friendship I 
count as a precious treasure, which I shall 
over cherish in sacred rememberance. 

Harry Friedenwald. 

November 29, 1916. 


Nordau Zionist Society Mourns Death of 
Joseph Schatz 

The Nordau Zionist Society mourns the 
great loss it sustained through the death 
of its member, Joseph Schatz. who met 
his untimely death, November 29th. 1916. 
and offers its condolence to his grief- 
stricken family. In tribute to his mem¬ 
ory, the Nordau Zionist Society will plant 
twenty-seven olive trees in the Herzl 
Grove for the twenty-seven years of his 
life: will inscribe his name in the Golden 
Book on the anniversary of his death, and 
will further perpetuate his name, by or¬ 
ganizing a camp of the Order Sons of 
Zion, to he known as the Joseph Schatz 
Zion Camp. The Ladies’ N T orffau Zionist 


Mr. Morris Kramer Wedded to Miss 
Frieda Schor 

Mr. Morris Kramer, a member of tin 
Austro-Hungarian Zionists was wcddei 
last month to Miss Frieda Schor, a mem 
her of the Ladies' Circle of the Austro 
Hungarian Zionists. The marriage tool 
place at the Regiaa Mansion in Brooklyn 
and was attented by a number of promt 
nent Zionists. A collection was made fo 
the National Fund which netted $100.00. 


5000 Volunteers Wanted 
for the Restoration 
of Palestine 

Enroll As A Volunteer for the 
THIRD ANNUAL 

ZION FLAG DAY 

Chanukah Sunday, 
December 24 

The following are the headquarters: 


Manhattan — Austro-Hungarian 
Zionists, 43 E- 3rd Street; Tiphcr- 
eth Mizrachi Club, 247 J'.. Houston 
Street; David Wolffsohn Club, 239 
E. Broadway; Dovrei Ivritli Miz¬ 
rachi, 314 E. Broadway; Bnei Am 
Chai, Free Synagogue, 153 Clinton 
Street: Tikvath Yehudah Zion 
Club, 82 Clinton Street; Mizrachi 
Office, 121 Canal Street; National 
Hebrew School, 183 Madison 
Street. 

Harlem—Harlem Zionist Socie¬ 
ty, Zerababel School, 22 West 
114th Street; Yehubah Hazair, Up- 
town Talmud Torah, 132 F.ast 
tilth Street. 

Bronx—Zion Club Hashachar, 
1258 Boston Road; National He¬ 
brew School, 1670 Bathgate Avc. 
Tachkemoni School, 1378 Prospect 
Avc.; Young Men's Hebrew Asso¬ 
ciation, iT5th Street and Boston 
Road. 

Williamsburg—Young Zionist 
Association, 630 Willoughby Ave.; 
Kadimah Center of Young Judaea, 
310 South 1 st Street. 

South Brooklyn—Hebrew In¬ 
stitute, 374 7th Ave, 

Borough Park—Youths of Zion, 
1420 50th Street. 

Brownsville - Merchaz Hazi- 
onini, 296 Sack-man Street: Young 
Judaea Center, 120 Liberty Street. 


December, 1916 
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Where and Whom to Join | 

1 Under this heading The Maccabaean publishes a partial directory of Zionist Societies, Chapters, Camps and Gates, 1 

together with such information as may be useful to unaffiliated Zionists desiring to join congenial organiza- = 

W tions. The rate is $3.00 a year. Organizations desiring to be listed in this directory should communicate with if 
the Managing Editor, Maccabaean Magazine, 44 East 23rd Street, New York City. 
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ALABAMA. 

•tirniiiuclinm—Tlkwath Zion; English 

• : «! it _ , for men and women; meets every 

t "r i Sunday. Dues, $3.00 yearly for men; 
.vi i- i,>r women. President, I. Abelson: 

5“ • rv. Mrs. Clius. A. Lass, 1623 13th 
Mti, S<>uth. 

CALIFORNIA. 

I « • Angeles—Young Zionist’s Association ; 

) .nil speaking: for men and women: 
Secretary, Harry Fra in, 1104 East 22nd 
Street. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford — line! Zion ; English and Yid¬ 
dish speaking; for men; President, J. Sil¬ 
ver; Secretary, S. A. Llcberman, 1216 Main 
street. 

Youths of Zion; English speaking; upper 

• hiss high school Ik>.vs; President. Henry 
X. Colins: Secretary, Milton Mnchamofsky, 
122 Canton Struct. 

Daughters of Ilerr.l: Englisli speaking; 
T«»r upper class high school girls; Presi 
dent. It. School nick; Secretary Lillian 
Cohen, 35 Kennedy Street. 

Sous and Daughters of Her/.l: English 
and Yiddish speaking; for young men and 
women; President, A. Nevelstein; Assistant 
Secretary, A. Kastinsky, 27 Wooster Street. 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington- Zionist Circle of Washing¬ 
ton: English speaking; for men and 
women: meets monthly. Dues. $3.00 a 
year: President. Robert Szold: Secretory. 
Dr. L. Glu.shak. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago Kadimoh Society; English 
speaking: for men only; meets twice a 
month. Dues. $3.00 a year; President. Max 
Shu 1 man: Secretary, J„ Elliot Goldfish. 
S20 Unity Building. 

Hadassnb: English speaking, for women: 
Secretary. Miss Mary Silverman, 555 W. 

I aylor Street. 

KENTUCKY*. 

Louisville—Louisville Zion Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking; for men and women; Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Dora Goldstein, 1372 S. Floyd 
Street. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans —Ohavei Zion; English 
speaking; for men and women; Secretary, 
Miss Anna Pallet, 1707 Haronne Street 

MARY LAND. 

Baltimore -Hadussali; English speaking: 
for women; meets monthly: dues, $3 oo 
yearly: associate members. *2.00: Secretary. 
Mrs. Louis II. Levin. 2104 Chelsea Terrace. 

Hatchiali Zion Society; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men and women: 
meets every Sunday at the Jewish Educa 
tiornil Alliance. 1216 E. Baltimore Street. 
ICoimi 3: President. H. London; Secretary, 
H. Wolpcrt. 428 Asqultli Street. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston Hadussali; English speaking; for 
women; President, Mrs. H. II. Rubenovitz: 
Secretary. Dora L. Laurie, 320 ScavA-r 
St rc*et. Roxbury. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansu* City—Tiphereth Zion Association : 
English speaking; for men and women: 
meets monthly ; dues, 25 cents per month : 
President, Mark A. Hutterer; Secretary. 
Rabbi Samuel M. Cohen. 

St. Louis—Maccabaean Society; English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
meets every other Tuesday: dues. 5 cents 
a week: President. A. Levine: Secretary. 
Morris B. Seligsohn, 565s Etzel Avenue. 
NEW JERSEY, 

Newark Iladassah: English speaking: 
for women only: meets monthly; dues. 
$3.00 annually: President. Miss Sarah 
Kussy; Secretary, Rebecca Levin. 44 South 
Orange Avenue. 

Erste Newarker Zion Camp: English and 
1 iddish sneaking: for men and women: 
dues. $1.50 quarterly; meets twice a month: 
President. Louis A. Fast; Secretary. A. 
Slutsky. 0s$ s. Grove Street, Irvington. 

The Then. Herzl Zion Society; meets at 
Fein berg's Hall. Prince and Heinev Streets, 
twice a mouth: dues, 25c monthly: Presi 
dent. Philip Mendelsohn; Secretary. Harry 
Weiss, UK) Momnout Street. 

Jersey City Misspell Camp; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men an women: 
dues. $4.00 yearly: meets twice a month: 
President, I. Segal: Secretary. H. G. Miller. 
453 Palisade Avenue. 
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NEW YORK. 

Bronx -Zion Club “Hashachar”; English 
and Yiddish speaking; for men and women: 
Club rooms, 1258 Boston Road; open daily 
from 7 P. M. to 11 P. M.; President, G. 
Indenbaum; Secretary, M. Orlian. 

Brooklyn Dou Abarbanel Camp; Eng 
iish and Yiddish speaking, for men only; 
meets every two weeks; dues. $7.00 per 
year; President, Victor Schwartz; Secre 
tary. Louis Miller. 456 Hopklnson Avenue. 

Literary Circle Bnoth Zion Kadlmah: 
English speaking; for women; meets every 
Thursdny evening at 384 Eld ridge Street: 
President;, Dinah Iltorrls; Secretary, F. 
Licbtman. 15S0 Cistern i’arkway, Brook¬ 
lyn, N. V. 

Degel Zion of Brownsville; English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men and women: 
meets every Sunday night, at 234 Sarkmau 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.: President. A. 
Street, Brooklyn, X. Y.: President Charles 
Geist; Secretary, M. Podolsky, 418 Alabama 
Avenue. 

Ezra Camp; English and Yiddish speak¬ 
ing: for men only; dues, $6.00 and insur¬ 
ance; President. Edward Calm: Fin. Sec., 
Max Klausucr: Secretary. Philip Bosen- 
bluin, 81*2 Broadway. 

Manhattan— Friends of Zion Camp: Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking: for men only: 
meets twice a month: dues. $6.00 per year: 
President. II. B. Isaacson: Secretary. M. S. 
Banner. 1077 Prospect Avenue. 

Austro-Hungarian Zionists and Ladies' 
Circle; English and Yiddish speaking: 
President, Samuel Ashkenazy: Secretary, 
Alfred Men sc he I, 43 East 3rd Street. 

lladussah: English speaking; for women 
only: meets four times a year (public meet¬ 
ings); dues, $3 (X) annually: nationul presi¬ 
dent. Miss Henrietta Szold: 2 Plnehurst 
Avenue: local president. Mrs. Richards 
Gottheil. 417 Riverside Drive: Secretary. 
Miss Flora Cohen, 86 W. 119th Street. Con 
ducts a school of Zionism under the leader¬ 
ship of Miss Jessie E. Sampter. 

Harlem Zionists?; English ami Yiddish 
speaking; meets at 10 W. 114th Street; for 
men and women; President, Simon Fein: 
Treasurer, Is ado re Baker; Secretary, Miss 
Fannie Schecter, 79 W. 115th Street. 

Organization Camp: English and Yiddish 
speaking: for men; dues, $1.50 quarterly: 
meets twice a month; President, Dr. George 
Jcshurun: Secretary. S. Sobol, 62 McKlbbeu 
Street. Brooklyn. 

Zion Commonwealth. Inc.: Palestine land 
purchasing organization: open to nil: Presi- 
dciit. Bernard A Rosenblatt: Secretary: 
Sylvan Robinson, cure of Zion Common¬ 
wealth. 44 K. 23rd Street. 

Albany- Sons and Daughters of Zion. 
English and Yiddish speaking; meets twice 
a month: dues, $3.00 annually: President, 
Samuel Cuplan, 69 Herkimer Street; Secre¬ 
tary. Harry Naum, 296 So. Pearl Street. 

Schenectady- lladussah: English speak¬ 
ing: for women: meets twice a month: 
dues, $3 00 yearly; Secretary, Miss Annette 
Lifset. 447 Hulctt Street. 

OHIO. 

Cincinnati—Cincinnati Zionist Society: 
English and Yiddish speaking; for men 
and women President, Robert J. Geass. 
Secretary, Miss Clara Ravine. 3212 Reading 
Road. 

Cleveland Zion Association : English 

speaking: for men only; Secretary, Max 
E. Katz. Engineers Building. 

Hadussali: English speaking: for women: 
meets twiee a month: President. Mrs. J. 
Biski ml: Secretary, Miss Rivclla Shapiro. 
2394 East 37th Street. 

Judath Maccabaean Camp: English and 
Yiddish speaking: for men; Secretary, D. 
Carter. 5010 Smvtell Street. 

Columbaa— Xordau Zion Society; Eng¬ 
lish speaking: for men and women: Presi¬ 
dent, Isaac Mellmen; Secretary, Hyman 
Lieverman, 540 Elsmore Street. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Johnstown —Tlkwath Zion: English 

speaking: for men and women: President. 
Mr. Nathan Glosser, Secretary, Abe Gol- 
fond, 217 McCanaughy Street. 

Philadelphia—Hadassah : English speak¬ 
ing; for women: President Miss Sndye 
Goreliov. 6123 Jefferson Street. Secretary, 
Miss Ida Bloom, 1015 N. 33rd Street. 


Friends of Zion; English and Yiddish 
speaking: for men; dues, $2.00 yearly; 
meets weekly; President, Dr. Jacob Ber 
man; Secretary, Joseph Josephson, 114 
South 5th Street. 

Moses Hess Camp: English and Yiddish 
speaking: for men; Secretary, J. Josephson. 
1114 South 5th Street. 

Pittsburgh -Tiphereth Zion: English 

speaking: for professional and business 
men; dues, $5.00 per annum; President. 

• lias. 1. Cooper, Washington Bank Build¬ 
ing; Treasurer, Wm. L. Avtier, Esq., Ber¬ 
ger Building; Secretary, Dr. H. L. Eber, 
Center and Vallejo Streets. 

RHODE INLAND. 

Providence— Aldrai and Abirais Zion; 
English aud Yiddish soaking; for men 
and women; Secretary, Harry Ballon, 241 
Prairie Avenue. 

TENNESSEE. 

Memphis Ahavas Zion: English speak¬ 
ing, for men and women; President, Sam 
Shankman, 138 W. Trigg Ave.; Secretary, 
Regina Goldberger, 426 N. Montgomery. 

TEXAS. 

Dallas—Texas 'Young Zionists: English 
speaking: for men and women; President. 
Isidor Geoteh: Secretary, Henry Fiscli- 
lowilz, 3608 Colonial Avenue. 

San Antonio Bnal Zion: Englisli and 
Yiddish speaking: for men: Secretary, It. 
Mu ravin, 107 N. Centre Street. 

VIRGINIA. 

Norfolk -Norfolk Camp: English aud 
Yiddish speaking; for men only: dues. $6.00 
per year and insurance: President. Louis 
Tnbakin; Secretary, M. S. Juffe, 9332 Wood 
St reet. 

WISCONSIN. 

Appleton -Shammy Zion Gate; Presi 
dent, I. II Greenberg; Sec'y.. A. L. Jacobs. 

Beloit —Mazklre Zion Gate; President, S. 
KapItunolT: Secretary. E. Balabon. 

Ea.il Claire—Chippewa Valley Zion Gate: 
President. M. M. Horn ; Secretary, p. Cooks. 

Foml du Lac—Nos Zion Gate: President, 
S. Mants: Secretary, H. Mauls. 

Green Bay —Ahavoth Zion Gate; Presi¬ 
dent, J. L. Levltas; Secretary. Miss I*. 
Levine. 

The Sons and Daughter*; of Zion; Presi¬ 
dent. I. A. Abrams: Secretary, Miss J. Aik. 

Hurley Sharey Zion Gate No. 6; Eng¬ 
lish and Yiddish speaking; for men; dues, 
$3.00 yearly : ' meets monthly: President. 
Lulls Lndin ; Secretary, H. M. Mark, Hur¬ 
ley. 

Kenosha Kenosha Zion Gate; President. 
J. D. Roseiibluni; Secretary, B. Cohen. 

Madison -Zionist Society of Madison: 
President. Saul Kasdin; Secretary, Philip 
Silverstein. 

Manitowoc— Nos Zion Gate; President, S. 
Schwartz: Secretary, Mrs. E. Harris. 

.MarshHeld- It Ney Zion Gate: President, 
It. Miller; Secretary, M. Wilner. 

Marinette -Ahavath Zion Gate; President. 

I. H. Solomon: Secretary. H. Hankln. 

Milwaukee- -Jell lid ah Halevi Gate: Presi¬ 
dent. L. Shapiro; Secretary, H. Seidelmau. 

Hutikwah Gale: President. Miss S. H. 
MunhofT: Secretary. Miss I. L. Margolies. 

Oshkosh—Hadrath Zion Gate; President. 
M. Block: Secretary. Mrs. D. S. Callin. 

Sheboygan— Chovevo Zion Gate: Presi¬ 
dent, I. Bailansky: Secretary, S. L. Moses. 

steven*. Point —Dorshoi Zion Gate: Presi¬ 
dent, I. Shafton; Secretary. S. Goldberg. 

Superior—Agudath Zion Gate: President. 

II. Aronsohn : Secretary. Miss ('. Kaner. 

Those residing in a place where no Zion¬ 
ist Society exists may become members at 
large of the Wiscousls State League of 
Zionist Societies, but paying Three ($3(Xh 
Dollars per year. This will entitle them 
to either the Maccabaean (on English 
Monthly Magazine) or Dos Yiddishe Folk 
(n Jewish Weekly Newspaper), as well as 
all other literature pertaining to Zionism— 
the same as organized societies receive. 
Communicate with Ben Elman. Secretary. 
16 Hancock Street, Madison, WIs. 

CANADA. 

Toronto —Nordau Zion Club; English 
speaking; for men and women: dues. 25 
cents per month: meets twice a month. 
President. Pen y Shulman: Secretary. Wil 
Viani Levy, 10 College Street. 
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